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Water Planning Council Advisory Group 
 

December 19, 2017 Meeting Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group (WPCAG or group) was held at 
the Public Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA), in New Britain, Connecticut. 
 
Members Present: 

Curtis Anderson  Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association 
Aaron Budris   Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments 
Karen Burnaska  CT Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound 
Josh Cansler   Southeastern CT Water Authority 
Virginia de Lima  USGS CT Water Science Center  
Fred Klein   CT Power and Energy Society 
John Hudak   South Central CT Regional Water Authority  
Patrick Kearny  Manchester Water & Sewer 
Dan Lawrence   Aquarion 
Margaret Miner  Rivers Alliance  
Henry Talmage  CT Farm Bureau 
Tom Tyler   MDC 
Robert Wesneski  Avon Water Company 
 

Members by Phone: 
David Knauf   Darien Health Department  
Vin Ringrose   Fisheries Advisory Council 
Richard Sobolewski  OCC  
 

Other Attendees: 
Alicea Charamut (alt)  Fisheries Advisory Council 
Linda Ferraro   DPH 
David Kuzminski  Portland 
Nick Neeley   PURA 
Charles Rothenberger  RSL 
Martha Smith   West River Watershed Coalition 
Betsey Wingfield  DEEP 
Bruce Wittchen  OPM 
 

Members Absent: 
Eric Brown   CBIA 
Len DeJong   Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition 
Denise Savageau  Town of Greenwich 
Kevin Sullivan   Green Industry 

 
1. Call to Order 

 
The meeting was called to order at 1:32 p.m. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the November 21, 2017 
meeting.  Bruce Wittchen mentioned that he would correct an error in the list of meeting 

http://www.ct.gov/pura/site/default.asp
http://www.cicaweb.org/
http://www.nvcogct.org/
http://www.ctenvironment.org/
http://www.waterauthority.org/
http://ct.water.usgs.gov/
http://www.ctpower.org/
http://www.rwater.com/
http://waterandsewer.townofmanchester.org/
http://aquarion.com/
http://www.riversalliance.org/
http://www.cfba.org/
http://www.themdc.com/
https://www.avonwater.com/
http://www.darienct.gov/content/28025/28541/default.aspx
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2696&Q=322704
http://www.ct.gov/occ/site/default.asp
http://www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3139&q=387304&dphNav=|&dphNav_GID=1824
http://www.ct.gov/pura
http://www.ct.gov/deep
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=385462&opmNav_GID=1807%20
http://www.cbia.com/home.php
http://www.pomperaug.org/
http://www.greenwichct.org/Government/Departments/Conservation_Commission/
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attendees and the motion was approved unanimously, with Virginia de Lima and Robert 
Wesneski abstaining because they had not attended the meeting. 
 

3. Consideration of 2018 meeting dates 
 
It was noted that every meeting will be on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in 2018 and John 
Hudak said the group can just accept the schedule if no one sees a need to vote to adopt 
it.  There was no vote.  
 

4. WPCAG membership 
 

a. Ad hoc membership subcommittee 
 

Karen Burnaska said the subcommittee’s report to the WPC used the terms in-
stream and out-of-stream in judging WPCAG balance rather than the terms 
nonconsumptive and consumptive used in the statutes.  She noted that this usage 
matches the draft water plan.  Virginia de Lima noted that the WPC’s former Science 
Committee had discussed the terminology differences and she believes in-stream and 
out-of-stream are more readily understood by the public, but it is important to define 
them. 
 
Karen mentioned that Lori Mathieu, DPH’s representative on the WPC, said there 
should be more representation of health interests on the WPCAG.  Virginia said 
meetings are open to anyone and noted that the WPCAG is responsive to 
recommendations even from non-members.  People representing health interests in 
addition to the official public health representative can influence the group by 
attending meetings. 
 
John Hudak said the subcommittee has recommended that the WPCAG not be 
expanded beyond its current 20 members.  He added that he would like to see 
feedback from the WPC regarding the subcommittee’s recommendations.  There was 
a discussion of the WPC’s need to review public comments regarding the draft water 
plan and finalize the draft state water plan.  WPC member Betsey Wingfield agreed 
that the WPC is pressed for time now, but said the group will revisit the 
subcommittee’s report.  There was a discussion of the availability of WPC meeting 
transcripts and Nick Neeley said he will look into it. 
 
Linda Ferraro said she would like to follow up on Lori Mathieu’s recommendation for 
increased representation on the WPCAG from public health interests.  She noted that 
public health directors are already represented, but there was a lot of interest from 
public health groups during state water plan outreach and adding other health 
representatives could be helpful. 
 
Linda said information about water planning hasn’t been shared broadly enough to 
public health interests.    She stated that there needs to be more diverse perspectives 
in the WPCAG discussions and said health and public health representatives would 
add to WPCAG discussions, especially with regard to water quality and public health. 
 
Margaret Miner said the CDM Smith report acknowledges the need to consider water 
quality as well as water quantity, but the initial focus has been on quantity because it 
was felt that we cannot deal with both in full at this time.  There was further 
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discussion of the consideration of health issues in the plan.  David Knauf noted that 
the public health director member was the latest addition to the WPCAG and said 
health directors have considerable interest in the plan.  John Hudak recommended 
that DPH flesh out its specific recommendations for increasing the WPCAG’s 
consideration of health issues. 
 
There was a discussion of whether the WPC needs more time to fully review the 
subcommittee’s recommendations and there was a consensus to resend the 
recommendations again when the WPC is no longer facing the deadline for 
submitting the draft water plan. 

 
b. Ad hoc state water plan implementation committee 
 

There was a discussion of whether the diagram provided in the WPCAG’s recent 
implementation report remains consistent with the WPC’s current approach. 
 
 

 
 
 
Karen Burnaska said WPC chairman Betkoski offered to hold a work session with the 
implementation committee and added that the plan itself might be changed by the 
legislature during the adoption process.  There was a discussion of how the WPCAG 
might best work with the WPC on this.  Karen said the WPC should identify priorities 
and bring in other experts as needed. 
 
Virginia pointed out that there is significant overlap between the various committees 
shown on the diagram (figure 5-1, page 5-73) in the State Water Plan. She added that 
the implementation committee reviewed that diagram carefully and felt their 
framework captured the essence of what CDM Smith had presented. 
 
Nick Neeley said the question is when and how the WPC will do this.  He said the 
WPC’s priority at this point is to finalize and submit the state water plan.  The WPC 
also must identify funding for a consultant. 
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There was a discussion of the time still required to complete and submit the plan.  
John Hudak said it will be important to identify roles in the process for various 
participants and there was a discussion of the extent to which there seems to be 
broad agreement regarding key points of the plan. 
 

5. State Water Plan 
 
a. Next Steps 

 
Nick Neeley said the WPC expects to have an updated draft plan showing all edits as 
of 12/26.  The WPC has scheduled a special meeting/workshop #2 on 1/3/2018 to 
discuss the updated draft and expects to have completed the plan for submission in 
mid-January.  Virginia de Lima said the discussion at last week’s WPC was very 
helpful, with a detailed discussion of the draft plan.  There was a discussion of the 
remaining uncertainty regarding how the plan will be updated and show comments. 
 
Virginia de Lima said she was disappointed that there was no follow-up to Kirk 
Westphal’s suggestion that there be a separate section identifying issues, possibly 
including water bottling, that were raised by a number of commenters but will not be 
addressed in the submitted plan.  There was a discussion of how best to handle such 
issues and Virginia said some responses will require finesse.  
 
Linda Ferraro said CDM Smith will prepare a separate response to comments 
document and the final water plan will include a new section regarding public 
comment period outreach efforts.  
 

6. Old Business 
 
a. Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC) update 

 
Dan Lawrence said the WUCCs are continuing towards the completion of their final 
integrated reports and provided a brief overview of the remaining procedural steps.  
Margaret said the WUCCs had a list of questions for the WPC and asked Bruce 
Wittchen to distribute a copy of the Metropolitan District Commission’s letter that 
had been discussed.  Bruce said he did not know if he has it and Betsey Wingfield 
said she does not believe the WPC received a letter.  The query might have gone to 
the WUCCs, not to the WPC.  There was further discussion of the MDC’s questions 
and it was noted that further explanation regarding any questions from MDC for the 
WPC should be included in the public comments portion of the WPC’s November 
meeting transcript.  

 
b. 2018 legislative session 

 
There is no information yet. 
 

7. New Business 
 
a. FOIA update 
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Margaret Miner reminded the group of concerns recently raised about PA 17-211, 
which revised the state’s Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) in response to problems 
in providing access to water company information.  It was thought to be the solution, 
but attorneys at DPH or DAS redacted a recently requested MDC information in the 
same manner as they had before the change was made.  She said Rivers Alliance has 
submitted a FOIA request to DPH for the Regional Water Authority’s Water Supply 
Plan to learn if the same will happen with that request. 
 
John Hudak said that in response to the Rivers Alliance request, DPH has asked the 
RWA to submit a redacted version of its current Water Supply Plan.  The RWA is 
preparing to comply with the request and will be using Public Act 17-211 to guide its 
redactions.  There was a discussion of how broad FOIA requests can be.  Margaret 
said someone wondering why a stream has gone dry cannot know which of a number 
of factors might have changed to cause that, so must request all the information.  
There was a discussion of FOIA only being addressed in the data gaps section of the 
draft water plan. 
 
Linda Ferraro said that, in accordance with the new law, water companies will be 
required to provide a redacted version of their water supply plan when submitting to 
the DPH.  There was a discussion about water companies only being required to 
submit a redacted copy when they submit a new plan.  Linda said DPH may consider 
requesting a redacted version sooner rather than later to  address the FOIA response 
process for DPH.  

 
8. WPCAG Work Groups 

 
a. Watershed Lands Work Group 

 
Karen Burnaska said the group will schedule a meeting in January. 
 

b. Other work group assignments and updates 
 
There were no updates. 

 
9. WPCAG Member Comment 

 
Karen Burnaska mentioned a recent CT Post article about Aquarion’s proposed 
replacement of an old water tank in Westport with two taller tanks.  Dan Lawrence said 
recent articles have included some inaccuracies and there was a discussion of whether 
the state water plan would have a role in resolving such a situation. 
 
Margaret Miner said the Rivers Alliance presented its 2017 Environmental Champions 
Awards to Paul Zagorsky and Virginia de Lima and described Mr Zagorsky’s efforts to 
protect New Britain watershed land from rock quarrying and Virginia’s contributions 
during her career at USGS and her efforts since then with state water planning. 
 

10. Public Comment 
 
There were no public comments.  
 

11. Future Meeting Date 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Public+Act&which_year=2017&bill_num=211
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_014.htm
http://www.rwater.com/
http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Neighbors-politicians-water-company-clash-at-12431311.php
http://www.riversalliance.org/
http://www.riversalliance.org/awards/awards-from-RA.php
http://www.riversalliance.org/awards/awards-from-RA.php


6 
 

 
The next WPCAG meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, January 16, 2018, at PURA. 
 

12. Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes prepared by Bruce Wittchen, OPM 


