
1. Let this Year be a year of experiencing more than ever the WIDTH, LENGTH,
DEPTH and HEIGHT of God’s love alongwith our friends in Christ! (Eph
3:18,19). Note these four dimensions in Psalm 103:12,17,13,11 in this order.
God’s love is the supreme reason why we must ever tell ourselves, “Bless the
Lord, O my soul” (vv1a, 22b).

2. Besides daily Bible reading, set aside at least two hours on Sundays for
reading a standard book and notestaking. Apostle Paul, even while imprisoned
for execution, asked Timothy to “bring the books” perhaps for his final reading!
(2 Tim 4:13).

3. There were both pluses and minuses in the PAST life of Paul (Phil 3:3-6; 1
Tim 1:13). But he didn’t allow them to control his PRESENT or affect his
FUTURE (Phil 3:13,14).

4. Never feel guilty over questions in your mind. Jesus knew the promise
that God would not “forsake” His people (Dt 31:8; 1 Sam 12:22; 1 Chr 28:20).
Nevertheless He cried, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Mt
27:46). Be human!

5. For successful day-to-day affairs and activities, short prayers are sometimes
the stoutest (Neh 2:4; 4:4,9; 5:19; 6:9,14; 13:14,22,29,31). This is how we
can maintain a spirit of prayer throughout the day (Rom 1:9; 1 Thess 1:3;
2:13; 5:17; 2 Tim 1:3).

6. God supplies seeds to only sowers, not sleepers (2 Cor 9:10). The more
you share what you learn, the better you will fare in life (Prov 11:24-26). Not
necessarily pulpit preaching but person-to-person!

7. Beware of losing the childlike learning attitude because of knowledge
explosion! (Isa 28:9,10; Lk 10:21). God has no respect for those who open
the Bible as learned professors! (1 Cor 3:18-20). The one with know-it-all
attitude is empty-headed (1 Cor 8:2).

8. Whatever be the situation, let your first words in the morning be, “This is
the day the Lord has made; I’ll rejoice and be glad in it” (Psa 118:24). Your
path will get brighter and brighter with this conviction and confession (Prov
4:18).

9. “Simple living, High thinking!” These words of an old Professor to me four
decades ago keep ringing louder in my ears as I get older (1 Tim 6:6-11). No
prophet or an apostle had an extravagant lifestyle (1 Cor 4:11; 2 Cor 6:10).
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10. Our inefficacy in prayer is primarily due to disproportionateness. The
first three of the seven requests in the Model Prayer pertain to the things of
God, and the last three to our spiritual concerns. Only one is for our physical
need (Mt 6:9-13). Let’s reset our priorities.

11. Our admiration of the Heroes of Faith at times intimidates us (Heb 11).
But do we know that “we” who believe the first page of the Bible top this Role
of Honour? (v3). Let the focus in our race be on Jesus the Forerunner rather
than on these spectators (12:1,2).

12. River reeds, used for producing music those days, were inexpensive and
so thrown away when damaged. Maybe you’ve lost the song in your life due
to crushing experiences. Cheer up, “Christ does not break a bruised reed”
(Mt 12:20a; Isa 42:3a).

13. When you are cocksure of God’s will, shut your ears to external voices.
Nehemiah replied, “I cannot come down” when invited for discussion (Neh
2:12; 6:2,3). He said, “O, no!” for meeting in Ono! Stay stubborn against
repetitive but distractive calls (v4).

14. God has no surprises as He knows the end from the beginning (Isa
46:10). Dare not counsel Him ever (Rom 11:34,35). Ask Him, never advise
Him! He allows situations in our life with the end in view. All for good,
ultimately! (Rom 8:28).

15. There was sunlight in the Outer Court of the Tabernacle, candlelight in
the Inner Court, but no light in the Innermost where one can walk only by
faith (2 Cor 5:7; Isa 50:10). This typifies progressive Christian life in which
questions will keep outnumbering answers (Psa 77:7,8,9).

16. Besides asking God for protection from travel accidents, workspot hazards,
prevalent plagues and the like, pray daily, “Set a guard, O Lord, over my
mouth. Keep a watch over the door of my lips” (Psa 141:3). It’s our tongue
that causes fire accidents (Js 3:6).

17. The town of Nazareth was good for nothing (Jn 1:46). Jesus was called a
Nazarene (Mt 2:23). His profession was only carpentry (Mt 13:55a; Mk 6:3a).
Allow not your nativity or family background or social status ever inflate or
intimidate you!

18. Prayer is no substitute for hard work. Pray as if everything depends on
God. Work as if everything depends on you. Laziness is wickedness before
Him (Mt 25:26). Stir up His gifts dormant in you (1 Tim 4:14; 2 Tim 1:6).
Otherwise you are a liability for God’s Kingdom!
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19. The early apostles had the power of God but no “silver and gold” (Acts
3:6). We have gold but no glory (Rev 3:17). Spiritual bankruptcy is our badge.
“Please, Lord, do not vomit us but visit us again with Revival blessing!” (v16;
Psa 85:4-7).

20. Ours is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Ex 3:6,15; Mt 22:32). I’ll
trust Him as Abraham, unmindful of uncertainties and undue delay (Heb
11:8; Gen 15:1-6). I’ll rest on Him as Isaac, unmindful of envy and enmity
(Gen 26:13,14,24). I’ll hold on to Him as Jacob, unmindful of adversities and
afflictions (31:41,42; 32:9,10,26). Hail Him!

21. When I pray for the salvation of people, God watches how sincere I am.
Moses prayed, “Forgive them or forget me” (Ex 32:32). Paul prayed, “Bless
them or curse me” (Rom 9:3). Is my prayer sacrificial or superficial?

22. Everyday is sandwiched between two names: “Emmanuel” and “Ebenezer”
(Mt 1:23; 1 Sam 7:12). “Emmanuel” is the most apt word for the break of
day, assuring us of God’s presence. “Ebenezer “ is the most appropriate one
for bedtime, acknowledging His provisions. God’s “Good Morning” and “Good
Night” to us!

23. The worker is more important than the work (1 Cor 9:9,10). When the
workers are kept happy and healthy, the quality of work will be high. If this
immortal principle is compromised, Christian Missions become machines,
and the Missionary a machinery. God then writes on our nameboards,
“Ichabod!” (1 Sam 4:21a).

24. Gluttony is a sin as serious as sexual immorality against our body which
is the temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:13-20; Heb 12:16). The first sin was
concerning food (Gen 3:1-13). Minimize parties and dinners (Prov 23:1-3).
Exercise self-control today, and the Tree of Life will be yours tomorrow (Rev
2:7; 22:2).

25. Elijah was like us, but are we like him? (Js 5:17,18). We long for his
“mantle” but loathe his sackcloth! No crown without the cross! (2 Tim 2:11,12).
In these days of freebies, we are not ready to pay the price for the prize (1 Cor
9:24,25). Spiritual attainment is like mountaineering! (Psa 24:3).

26. Salvation is free, not cheap (1 Pet 1:18,19). Salvation is a gift, not a
reward (Rom 4:2-4; 11:6). Salvation is by faith, not works. Salvation is thro’
God’s grace, not our merit (Eph 2:8,9; 1 Pet 1:5). Salvation is eternal, not
temporal (Heb 5:9; Isa 45:17). Shout Hallelujahs for “so great a Salvation!”
(Heb 2:3).
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27. The very first of the eight Beatitudes speaks of being “poor in spirit” (Mt
5:3). Endeavour to develop the habit of thinking humble thoughts, speaking
humble words, and doing humble deeds (Rom 12:16; Psa 12:3,4). Grace
would abundantly flow to you from God (Js 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5b). I shudder to
think of Him opposing me if I’m proud!

28. Canaan is not Heaven. There were wars in Canaan, but Heaven is not a
battlefield! (Josh 12:7-24). Canaan represents victorious Christian living.
Both “Milk & Honey” speak of God’s Word (Ex 3:8, 1 Pet 2:2; Psa 19:10b).
Drinking it delightfully and doing it determinedly is Canaan!

29. Satan, as the “god” and the “ruler” of this world (2 Cor 4:4; Jn 14:30),
offered it to Jesus if only He would sacrifice His allegiance to God. Jesus
said, “No!” (Mt 4:8-10). How often we strike an alliance with Satan by
sacrificing spiritual convictions for possessions, power and pleasure, and
become a “friend of our foe!” (Js 4:4). Shame!

30. No local Church has all the five ministerial gifts: Apostles, Prophets,
Evangelists, Pastors, Teachers (Eph 4:11). As such, members must enjoy
the freedom to go “in and out” to find “pasture” (Jn 10:9). Otherwise the
Church becomes a clutch keeping believers in perpetual infancy (Eph 4:13).
Jesus is the Door, not a trap-door but swing-door!

31. God delights in revealing His will only to those who desire to “do” it, and
not just “know” it (Jn 7:17a; Heb 10:7b; Acts 9:6). He does not always divide
the sea so we may walk on dry ground. Oftentimes He expects us to first
place our feet on waters before they divide or dry up (Ex 14:21,22; Josh
3:13).
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