
>>KATT CADIEUX: Welcome everyone. Today's topic will be criminalization of 
homelessness and before we start today, I would like to welcome (indiscernible)  to 
do our land acknowledgment. Please and thank you.  
 
>>MEENAKSHI MANNOE: Hello everyone, I'm cofacilitating today's program. We 
have invited (indiscernible) to join us. She hasn't been able to join us yet this 
morning. So, in  
lieu of that, I just want to start with my own recognition that I'm joining today as a 
racialized settler who lives on the unseeded territories of the Squamish nations. I'm 
really honored to do this work alongside them and will aim to hold up their nations 
and  
do good work that honors their unseeded territory today and hopefully, she will 
able to join us shortly. I'm going to pass it back to Katt now, I believe.  
 
>>KATT CADIEUX: Sorry everyone, I was trying to unmute myself there. Thank you 
Meenakshi. I identify as a person of lived experience and I'm also the ED and 
founder of united northern drug users in stigma and I am grateful and honored to 
be facilitating and being a part of this wonderful event. So welcome to the second 
learning connect series on systems change. This event has been devout by 
community partners and people  
with lived and living experience across BC. I would like to thank our partners BC 
poverty Coalition, Community Legal Assistance Society, Community Action Network, 
Downtown Community Court, Elizabeth Fry Society of Greater Vancouver, Legal Aid 
BC, Native Court Worker and Counseling Association of BC, Pivot Legal Society, 
United Northern Drug Users To Ending Stigma Network of Drug Users, and 
Community Advocates.  
 
Before we get going, some housekeeping items before we start. We have a great 
program for you today and invite you to participate in the interactive features of 
the event platform. There are places to post questions, create virtual meet ups and 
engage in on going  
dialogue through the site's community boards. A few housekeeping pieces before 
we begin our day, we are recording all sessions. They will be available for three 
online after we prep them for posting. There is a live captioning available for all 
workshops and keynote. You will find a link to the live page and an icon on your 



video player screen. The live captioning will open a page where you can modify text 
size, color and background to fit your needs.  
  
We also have a virtual peer support site led by peers from Open Heart 
Collaborative. I would like to invite Lenae and Jessy knight to tell us more about this 
service. Lenae and  
Jessy, would you like to introduce yourself.  
 
>> Hey, my name is Lenae Silva. Jessy will be joining us shortly. She's running a few 
moments behind. So I'll take over the introductions. My name is Lenae. I come from 
the unseated territory of the people of Squamish first nations. Second generation 
white  
settler. I will be one of the peer support workers working today within the peer 
support room. It's going to be a private area where you will be able to come in and 
if you are being triggered by something or are having a stressful reaction, we're 
here. I myself is someone  
who used substances for many many years. I was an opiate user for 17 years. I 
have severe PTSD which I used to treat. So, we have a variety of people with various 
living experiences. So if you a specific need that you need met, we are here for that. 
We're also going to be  
doing overdose response and so if you're using a substance that you might not be 
familiar with or if you're first time using it, have a new dealer or unsure about it, 
please please please come to this room. It's private. We can help super vise or we 
are refer you to  
alternatives like the life guard app, the Nors app or phone number. Please, come in 
and chat with us or if you just have any questions about this, I know this is quite a 
new, I guess, I don't know really what to call it. Just peer run space online. It should 
be at every  
organization event that includes people who use drugs or have mental health 
concerns or just might be triggered by some of the material so I highly suggest if 
you have any  
questions, if we're not busy, we'll happily sit down and talk to you. Thank you so 
much, Katt.  
 
>>KATT CADIEUX: Thank you Lenae and Jessy for doing this and yes, I highly 



encourage checking it out. Seeing what they have available. Pop in and talk to them. 
Thank you for taking the time to connect, learn share and engage in this critical 
dialogue. Now I would  
like to ask my cofacilitator Meenakshi to join us.  
 
>>MEENAKSHI MANNOE: Thank, Katt. I also want to introduce Michelle I wanted to 
pass it over to you to introduce yourself.  
 
>>MICHELLE BUCHHOLZ: Hi everyone, my name is Michelle Buchholz. At the 
moment as an invited guest and I am myself been (indiscernible). So I grew up in 
northern BC in what's now known as (indiscernible) BC. I'm from the Casia house 
which is a (indiscernible) the  
clan which is -- I'm joining you today as a graphic recorder. So I'll be recording the 
panels today and so, what that means is, I'm using an iPAD to draw visually using 
some text what's happening. So it's like a witnessing. Similarly to how in my nation, 
we have halls or otherwise known as pot luck halls. In those spaces, we would hire 
witnesses because we're oral communities. And the witness job was to show a say 
that business had been done in our (indiscernible) hall. That's sort of the 
methodology that I take, that I utilize so the  
process that I utilize when a graphic record is being a witness to kind of Indigenous 
field of graphic recording as we call it and so, what I'm doing then as well is utilizing 
my background in public policy of a master's in public policy. 
 So my focus is kind of from that research background as well. As using more 
indigenous ways of knowing and being such as using visuals and wanting to make 
things understandable and clear to everyone in the community especially youth 
and elders. So, with that, I look forward to sharing what I have drawn. I believe after 
lunch and at the end of the day. Thank you everyone. I look forward to sharing that 
with you later.  
 
>>MEENAKSHI MANNOE: Thanks so much Michelle. I really appreciate you 
decolonizing this field. And doing this important work of witnessing, what we're 
going to learn and share today. So I'm now just going to do a brief introduction of 
myself. You have already met  
cofacilitator Katt. My name name is Meenakshi Mannoe. I work at Pivot Legal 
Society.  



Work around police accountability and defunding the police intersects with 
experiences that people have when they are homeless or precariously housed. 
Those experiences often fall into the continuum of what I call the criminalization of 
poverty. I also want to thank and acknowledge all of the attendees who are here 
today and I hope this is a powerful day for you. There's an incredible line up of 
speaker, of expert, folks with learning and lived expertise that will share your 
perspective on the continued criminalization of homelessness and the implications 
for them and their communities.  
I'm going to take about 10 minutes to ground us in the systemic roots of 
oppression. Like many of you, I work with different parts of the system. Sometimes 
I'm working with other nonprofits. Trying to advocate with Government. Sometimes 
I'm doing work alongside works on the ground. But I wanted to take a pause and 
take a beat so we can explore, what are we delving into when we talk about 
criminalization of homelessness. What are the  
institutions that prop up the criminalization and I thought we could do that by 
working through a little exercise.  
 
It's called inequality and it's a pedagogical tool that was shown to me by antiracist 
organizer called Andrea Radel. I want to credit her for introducing me to this work. 
What is the inequality. Hope you you have a pen and paper handy. I'm hoping you 
can take about a  
minute and draw a tree. So, from the roots all the way to the leaves. So if you can 
just take a second. You don't have to be an expert artist. Draw the most simple tree 
and I'm going to draw my tree too and then we'll talk about why we're looking at a 
tree. It's a little bit ridiculous when we have a professional like Michelle with us. I'm 
still being brave and attempting it. So, here is the tree that I drew. And so the point 
of the inequality tree. When we're thinking about the leaves, what I want folks to 
think about, what are the most  
obvious ways that homelessness is criminalized? And that might depend on the 
community that you live in, that might depend on your own experience but again, 
we're just  
going to think about some of the most obvious symptoms of the criminalization of 
homelessness.  
So, when I'm thinking about that, for me, it's things like street sweeps that happen 



in the City of Vancouver and municipalities along the province. It also is just the 
generalized way that people are in too much contact with police. I'm going to add 
contact with police. And  
bylaws. So just by virtue of relying on public space. We know people are 
disproportional contact with law enforcement. Other ways that homelessness is the 
street get targeted. So, just the most obvious stuff stigma, stigmatizing terms. We 
have seen the news stories  
or articles that degrade people who are on the street and just assume they are 
criminals. So, hopefully on your own tree, you added some of these symptoms. I'm 
trying  
to keep track of folks (indiscernible), it's a little bit hard. I'm praying you have all 
made your own tree. We got the symptoms. Then with the trunk, I want folks to 
think through, what are the institutions that create these symptoms. So, I've already 
mentioned some of them.  
But antihomeless bylaws. What are institutions?  
Inadequate housing and shelter and if you do have stuff that you want me to add to 
this inequality tree, please put it in Whova and people from CHS can give it to me.  
People are criminalized because they are living in poverty. Lack of adequate 
income. That includes income assistance and disability rates and other institutions 
that are involved are of course nonprofit sector, shelter and housing providers who 
may have policies who  
inadvertently push people into criminalization. Of course police and bylaws 
themselves. These are institutions that are deeply involved in the criminalization of 
poverty but also healthcare providers. I have heard a lot of stories about folks who 
are on the street, relying on public space and being forced to source substances in 
the illegal market because they  
don't have access to safe supply and they don't have access to adequate pain 
treatment, for example, so, we're starting to sketch out the tree so we got these 
symptoms and then here we got the institutions that are upholding and creating 
these symptoms that I think we're all collectively grappling with it. The last piece is 
the roots. So, what are the roots of what we're contending with.  
 
Both Katt and I started off this morning talking about and situating ourselves on 
this lens. So we recognize that we're joining from unseeded and sovereign land. 



Michelle shared her role on this. Colonialism of the displacement, continued 
displacement of indigenous  
folks. So, that of course is a huge root of what we're contending with. I would also 
add in white supremacy in general because we know that there are refugees and 
newcomers and people of color who have been here for multiple generations who 
also are pushed towards  
homelessness and criminalization and also in touch with the forces that 
criminalized because of systemic racism.  
I think there's a really fundamental question about housing and who has a right to 
a house and who doesn't. And for me, that's about the way that our economy is 
organized, the way that we treat housing as a privilege and not a right. So, I'm going 
to add capitalism as a  
pretty critical root in all of this. The fact that housing is a place where people can 
generate income and generate an asset and yet people still live on the street. I think 
points of our inequality of our economic organization and there are other systemic 
roots like ableism, sanism.  
The way that people are diagnosed with psychiatric illness are pushed into a certain 
form of housing that might not work for them. Drug war. We can't really talk about 
criminalization from myself and the work I put. We can't talk about it without talking  
about the drug war. So, I'm going to get to the last set of roots. So down here, I 
have all of the -- so I got the institutions and down here I got the systems of 
oppression that ultimately drive these institutions which lead to the symptoms. I 
have a question from Mariam at  
HSA. I'm really glad you're here with us today. I'm only one person that's going to 
answer that. I think throughout today's panels, you'll hear different perspectives. 
When I think of the criminalization of homelessness, I think about the ways that 
people who rely on public space, whether it's living on streets and sidewalks or in 
public parks, they're put into contact with police bylaw, law enforcement, the way 
they're subject to stigma and bias just by their social condition and that 
criminalization doesn't always mean a bylaw officer is ticketing you and now you 
have a 250 dollar ticket you need to pay. It can also just be the trauma and 
discomfort of having to interact with law enforcement. I'm thinking criminalization, 
really big picture.  
Not just getting charged, having to go to court, going to jail, that of course is a huge 



part of  
people's experience and we know the folks who rely on public space are often put 
into the criminal justice system and cycling through it. Cycling through warrants and 
then sent back to the street. Pivot has done a lot about that in our 2020 project. I 
think about the ways  
that people who are deemed homeless or unhoused, are treated at criminals, but 
you know, normal every day folks, people who see them and have prejudice 
without  
knowing the same story without with where they ended up. I'm thinking big picture. 
If I wanted to drill it down a bit, I think it's looking at this tree to understand that  
the criminalization of homelessness really starts with some systemic and 
intersecting oppressions.  
 
That are born out in various institutions that include social and healthcare services. 
But also, the criminal justice system and what we see are the most visible things. 
The  
things that drive conversations on talk radio or articles in the news, there are 
people who are sheltering in a park in yellow town and they're all criminals. Dialing 
back, where does that attitude and prejudice come from?  
Well, it's really grounded in these systemic oppressions. That's a little bit of an 
overview. It's a lot to pack in to a short amount of time. That's to ground us in 
today's conversation. So I hope people can reflect on their tree throughout the day 
and hopefully fill out different parts of this tree and while we're thinking about this 
tree which is clearly a quite terrible tree, it doesn't include anything that I would like 
-- what would lead to different kinds of leaves and beds. What kind of soil would we 
have to put in the ground? What kind of roots do we want to grow to have a society 
that's based on inclusion and that's based on decolonial and indigenous views. I'm 
going to take a pause here and see iif Katt has anything she wants to add in to 
ground us as we talk about the criminalization of homelessness.  
 
>>KATT CADIEUX: Thanks, I love your tree analogy. I love love love that and I really 
hope that it sits with people and like you said, think about your tree on a daily basis. 
Those roots really do affect the outcome and absolutely I'm glad you brought that 
point, you see so many people being ticketed who are homeless and they can't pay 
these tickets and then they're being thrown in jail and they're being released from 



jail with nowhere to go. It's a vicious cycle. And then survival, trying to survive and 
have a meal throughout the day and  
being harassed by trying to tent something up or build a little cover underneath a 
CARDBOARD box. And people look down on them instead of offering them a hot 
chocolate.  
And they're freezing. We're all human beings. No matter where we are in our 
journey and to be open that everybody has ups and downs in their journey and 
sometimes they're  
rough. But, having people look down on them or harass them or trying to 
criminalize, throw them in jail or being bylaw police on them isn't the answer. It's  
compassion. Understanding compassion is my ultimate service. So thanks for 
asking my opinion on that. It's beautiful.  
 
>>MEENAKSHI MANNOE: Thanks, Katt. And I think for a lot of folks who work front 
line in  
particular and folks who work in community, it's peer workers like so often what 
you're doing is responding to the urgent imminent situation. You're trying to 
support  
someone who is trying to deal with a warrant or you're trying to support someone 
who is about to get displaced by law officers and so while we're always going and 
rushing into support folks, it can be easy to lose track. We're grappling with massive 
systems and systems that are so entrenched, they're part of the fabric of so called 
Canada, they're so entrenched we have to look at the roots of what's driving the 
criminalization of  
homelessness.  
Otherwise, it will just come out in a different way. It will be a street sweep instead of 
a  
biline enforcement. It will be a unreasonable shelter criteria rather than a ticket for 
vending. I hope people can use that inequality tree to frame their thoughts 
throughout the day. And now, I'm going to set us up for our first panel of the day. 
Which is faces of oppression and strategies for fighting back. So, a couple of 
housekeeping points before we start and then we're going to hear from a group of 
incredible speakers. The first  
half of this panel is going to consist presentation how oppression takes place in 
public spaces. What's the impact of street sweeps, loss of belongings and lack of 



privacy. Then we're going to take a short break and panelist are going to return for 
a facilitated discussion, talking about what strategies are effective for fighting back. 
So, again, a few housekeeping items that have been at the beginning of the day.  
 
This session is being live streamed. On the right bottom corner of your screen, you 
should be able to see three icons that adjust sound, change resolution and full 
screen modes.  
So feel free to toggle as you need. Everyone should be able to see the video, lower, 
high quality settings. If you are having poor video quality or can't see the text on the 
screen, try to select a higher resolution by clicking on the gear icon. There is also 
captioning  
available. Thank you so much for our captioner, Emily. You can find the closed 
captioning icon on the bottom of your screen and throughout the day, as in the 
beginning, we welcome your input as we discuss things, we welcome your stories, 
ideas and questions. On the right side of the window, you'll see tabs for the session 
QA, polls, chat and community. Chat tab is there for you to connect with other 
participants. And community tab is open to engaging with all conference 
participants. Please put your questions in the QA tab. Just a reminder that pure led 
space that's led by Lenae and Jessy that is here to  
provide support.  
We are going to welcome our first speakers who I believe are Kevin Yake and Dave 
Hamm.  
Passing it over to the Vandu folks.  
>> Thanks for the introduction. My name is Vince. I'm Dave Hamm. I'm board of 
director it is at Vandu. I wanted to mention we're doing great work on the territory. 
Hopefully we can make everybody proud and make things happen.  
>> So we're just going to share screen quickly to Dave requested, we want to show 
you some stuff we have been working on.  
>>DAVE HAMM: I wanted to give people to read this a moment. I can read it out. 
Please do not take my belongings. I need my belongings to survive. By taking them 
you are putting my health and safety at risk. If you're seizing them pursuant to 
bylaw, those bylaws may  
not stand up constitutional scrutiny. Life libber and the security of the person. With 
the principles of fundamental justice. Which I don't know what that really is. This is 



something we have been working on. Wanted for home invasion and then we have 
our picture there. To keep you 1004 engineering works with VPD officers. AKA 
sweet sweepers have witness terrorizing the reds of the downtown east buy by 
displacing their dwellings in the streets. Stop the sweeps. That's the website that 
people can check into and you just go to stop the sweeps dot CA.  
Every morning in Vancouver, a team of police department 1004 Municipal Street 
workers patrol downtown east side and they're belonging off the sidewalk. These 
city ordered sweeps daily routine of harassment trying to survive in public space. 
While the city maintains that the sweeps of the unhoused people is sweep team is 
to expose of possessions. Doing a survey of 100 unhoused residents in the 
downtown east side, they report a daily routine of harassment, intimidation and 
theft of their property. The street sweep regularly bully and taunt residence as their 
take their belongings which includes  
everything for /SRUR have I sort, mobility devices and irreplaceable items like baby 
photos and ashes.  
Going to talk to people on the streets about these sweeps, they're insaidous, they 
will wait for people are not by their belongings and come and take them. They 
know the routine. They have to go for medication. So it's really a targeted thing 
going on here. Stop the sweeps campaign, we're talking about ending and replacing 
the turn practice. Without (indiscernible). We already have programs involved. 
There's people out there already  
doing things from mission impossible, united we can. We have cleaning peer led 
community cleaning teams out there with these different organizations. And we're 
feeling  
that it can be, that can be either more expanded and more peer led things where 
people are being asked if they need things, not having their things taken.  
And so, yeah, we're very excited about this. And the research we have done, we 
found that unhoused people all across the west coast region of turtle island here in 
north America have been targeted too. In Portland, between January 3rd and 
September 26th, 2021, 264 victims fell to the sweeps. Meaning that they got all their 
stuff taken. And in Los Angeles in 2021, the rest of unhoused people have increased 
49%. These are actual at rest, brutal daily sweeps, operation clean streets 
campaign.  
If it's a street sweep, they're calling it operation clean streets. It doesn't matter what 



they call it, like you said, bylaws or whatever, it's all criminalizing homelessness.  
So, there are campaigns to end the sweeps taken place in other cities around the 
USA like San Francisco, Oakland, Austin, Denver, New York City and many more. So, 
we're  
trying to build some connection with these campaigns and people fighting the 
sweeps here in Canada so that perhaps we can really have a huge movement going 
here across  
north America. There's going to be a launching, I believe, of street sweep from the 
work we did in homeless action week in October 2021. Be about 14 page report, I 
believe. And today, I encourage you to enjoy the entertainment in between is going 
to be some actual video of that campaign going on.  
I believe Meenakshi so we have entertainment. It's some really good visual footage 
of actually stuff that we saw when we're out there. And we did a 3 days that we did 
it, we had a list of what the wages were and what the thefts, the cumulation of the 
value of the property they stole and you know, once people get to know, I believe 
that the cost of this, that money can be put to better use than our wages for those 
retirements out there.  
With that being said, we're really, yeah, we're really going to be working with our 
community here also. We're going to be involving the people in the street with a 
meeting. We're going to have a meeting at pigeon park. Hopefully coming up soon 
where we can start empowering the people down there. Get the folks that have 
leadership, qualities and have them tell us what they want to do and help them do 
what they want to do. Hopefully, it's by having logs, supporting each other, having 
people safely recording these events,  
having and keeping track of stolen property and there's many ideas going on and 
hopefully we can implement a few more of these and really put an end to and 
replace the  
system of (indiscernible). It seems like a real colonial criminalization activity.  
I'm hoping Mr. Kevin has an opportunity to come in and talk to you about public 
space  
which is a real, it's exactly what we're talking about here with the sweeps. So, I did 
actually, I had a chance with Meenakshi to do outreach work and it was very very 
inciteful and it was very rewarding event and they're reaching out like that. And 
getting people to understand  



that they have rights, public spaces, is public space. We're the public also. We can't 
have this stigma and criminalization of homeless -- it's got to stop. I don't know 
where to go from here too much. I'm just hoping everybody gets a chance to check 
out our new website  
coming up and it's going to be always hopefully it's updated about what's going on 
and it's going to be lots of chances for people to get involved too.  
There's going to be -- they're going to show you links and different ways to support 
the, stop the sweeps campaign. We're more than willing to hopefully people reach 
out that are  
having (indiscernible) there in their jurisdictions and we can make some contact 
and hopefully have some mutual support and initiatives we can start anywhere 
where this  
is on going we need to make the public aware of what's going on.  
>>: I'm not sure what the panel slot is like. Kevin unfortunately hasn't made it in 
into the  
office. I do have notes from his presentation. I'm not sure, should we wait for him.  
>>MEENAKSHI MANNOE: Thanks, Vince and the opening comments about street 
sweeps. If Kevin is able to join us later today, that's fantastic. Vince if you want to 
share those speaking notes, that's up to you. It's up to Vandu folks. So again, thank 
you to Dave for  
outlining the campaign to end street sweeps. I think that really is an obvious way 
that hopelessness remains criminalized. And that's inspite of statistics like from  
the City of Vancouver where the Vancouver police department. It's such a gross 
under estimation. It's frankly impossible so yeah, Vince. Did you want to spend  
more context about the week.  
>> If we have flexible, make he can come in. But yeah; Dave did a fantastic job 
talking about what we did for homelessness action week and how our campaign 
continues, but as Meenaskhi said, the street sweeps are obvious ways that 
homelessness and sheltering, consider it a criminal act essentially. The cops and 
the workers that come along the street every morning, thousands and thousands of 
dollars being spent on this. Not accounted  
for in that 200 budget for police and homelessness.  
We did 100 surveys and actually talking to folks on the street asking them very basic 
questions. Street sweeps according to the city, they say that the reason why they  



do it, to clear off the sidewalk and make them walkable. We asked the residence of 
the (indiscernible) and folks that are effect by the street sweeps, do they keep the 
sidewalks clear? The resounding answer was absolutely not. There's still tons of 
junk on the streets and meanwhile, the police and the (indiscernible) workers from 
the responses, from the surveys, it's clear.  
Primarily' regime of bullying, harassments, taking away their hopes and belonging. 
It's expectation that this is a humane way of managing a homelessness crisis is by  
again, every morning just grabbing everyone's things and they have all of their 
belonging. They have nowhere else to go. It completely disrupts people's lives. 
There's  
this expectation. As a person on the street, it's your responsibility, individual 
responsibility to get your life together, to get to the pharmacy, to get to your 
shelter. But meanwhile, every morning, peoples things are taken from them, their 
lives are disrupted.  
Everyone's lives are thrown into chaos. That's something that Dave talks about 
quite a bit. The police are the ones causing the street disorder in the downtown 
east side. Oftentimes during budget time or election, the VPD and their Al lies in the 
city council, we need to --  
street /EUS order in the downtown east side. If you think about it, imagine someone 
who has a little bit of cash on them or a little bit of their medicine and that every 
morning is taken away from them. They still need the money and the medicine to 
live and it's such, people have to resort to more dangerous forms of getting that 
money or getting their medicine and it creates lateral violence in the neighborhood.  
People are thrown into an environment of fear and chaos and cannot trust each 
other on the street and again, must resort to for their own survival, whether you 
have to take something from their friend or shore and this is how the police 
actually create the violence on the streets through this daily disruption and 
criminalization of trying to shelter and  
survive on the streets. It's a vicious cycle. Every morning this happens and it seems 
like there's no stop to it. There's no end. And so, I think that that is some of the 
findings from our report that are a bit more qualitative beyond our cataloging and 
the wages of the  
workers is what people tell us, these sweeps take away people's hope that things 
can change about their life and they feel completely abandoned and targeted by 



the  
Government just for trying to survive.  
This must end and street sweeps are our campaign to stop them. This one step 
towards that. Horizon where folks on the street, working people, low income 
people are allowed to live and thrive and flourish and build community. That's what 
we're aiming for here.  
>>DAVE HAMM: Some of our very really good ways that we're going to try and help 
stop this is by, I ask anybody involved in a union, the unions, we're going to try and 
get some stuff going on the website with the campaign. You have a targeted kind of 
seeing from other unions, supporting us and saying, hey, what are you guys doing 
1004. We're really going to be really targeting and the use of public funds for one 
thing and also these  
workers are maybe being asked to do things they don't really feel comfortable 
doing and so, you know, we're appealing to them also. You have the right to refuse.  
Work you do not feel is ethical and you want to be involved with, right. So there 
itself and the union was one that requested the police. So in one sense, you know 
they feel there's something that's going to be reaction to what they're doing. They 
should realize it's wrong  
obviously what they're doing and that's why they need protection supposedly. And 
that comes out of their budget and the police are getting paid their money, so 
they're getting double time doing their terrorism. 
 We're appealing to anybody that's involved with the union, to maybe start 
organizing your union, to look into this and start solidarity initiative going where, 
people are going to be really publicly talking about the QB 1004.  
>> In order to win this campaign and we'll need to build a strong coalition of many 
groups across the downtown east side and across turtle island. This is a huge issue 
this is not just happening in downtown. It's happening in any urban area. It has to 
begin here.  
It always starts in downtown east side. We need measure from angles, all sides to 
end this practice. Ultimately replace it and that's the horizon we think of when we 
think about, what where we call funding, dis/EUS the police. We're also imagining a 
different kind of world.  
A different kind of world where the community, the people that live and work and 
struggle to survive together that we are given the opportunity to imagine 



something else.  
And this one is quite simple. Do you need six people with pitch forks and guns in 
order to pick up a can off the sidewalk. Hell no. You don't need that. It's absolutely 
ridiculous. We know there's so many people in the community that are ready and 
willing to take care of  
their own streets. We can do that and that's what we're trying to move.  
 
>>DAVE HAMM: Imagine the funding even just being given to the police through the 
engineering department. That amount of money there in itself will be more than 
adequate to fund any kind of peer led initiative. That's going to be a supportive part 
of street. Might have to call them street sweeps. There's so many things it can be 
looked at and the model that can be down out of it. If the place really were wanting 
to be (audio cut out).  
 
>>MEENAKSHI MANNOE: I think we have Dave frozen. I am now going to pass it to 
Amelia. Welcome Amelia from together we stand. We also have a few other 
speakers. This first part of the conversation is really framing what's the reality of 
people who are criminalized  
when they're experiencing homelessness and public space. I know a few folks have 
asked some questions about allies and stigma. We are going to address those in 
the second  
half of today's presentations. Do keep posting your questions and we will hear back 
from them after the presenters. Over to you Amelia. Thanks for joining us this 
morning.  
 
>>AMELIA MERRICK: I am so grateful to have the opportunity for us to talk together. 
Hearing about what's happening in Vandu. There's so much similarity here in prince 
George. My name is Amelia Merrick. I'm speaking from the unseeded territory of 
the  
(indiscernible). For 100 years have been resisting colonial regimes to displace 
people from their land. In the past, colonial powers have used power and flood to 
remove them from the land. We have seeing Cajun bylaws and stigma. We have 
been resisting it. To introduce  
myself. I'm a white woman. I'm middle aged. Middle class and I'm coming on this 



call as a citizen of prince George. I see the way we got, I think the last point in time 
said there were 160 to 180 people who were homeless on the streets and the way 
our city treats those 180 people make it worse for all of us. As a citizen of prince 
George, I believe we can do so much better. It's a great place to live. But the way we 
choose not to include many members of our community as a disservice to all. So, 
for my presentation, I'm actually going to  
share a PowerPoint if that's okay. There are some graphs in there. Don't be 
alarmed by the graphs. The PowerPoint will be available afterwards. So you can 
have a look at it. So in prince George, some of you may have seen on the news, we 
are celebrating we have had a second legal win regarding our moccasin flats. In 
prince George, in last March, encampment started in our city.  
It was named moccasin flat. Several months later, the city put an injunction appeal 
to remove moccasin flats. In October 22nd, the first injunction appeal was denied. 
Moccasin flats was -- judge ruled in favor of moccasin flats. There's a number of 
articles. I want to say very clearly and extremely clearly, BC first nations justice 
council is an amazing organization and they have been the one who is have fought 
so hard for this win. Darlene are incredible lawyers and we're grateful for the way 
we have stood and heard the voices and people who are homeless in prince George 
and have bravely put their stories forward.  
We also recognize there's been a number of other partners who have worked 
together. The BC assembly of First Nations. TG has been an incredible resource. Dr. 
Joseph (indiscernible) from the University of Toronto. Prince George traditional 
drummers stood  
alongside and the grounds project and together we stand.  
That's the group I'm representing. Together we stand is a citizen led Facebook 
group. We started during Covid. We don't have any meeting space. We don't have 
any founding or leadership structure. But we're a budge of people in prince George 
that says we can't walk by the injustices any further. A guy name Jerry Heely who 
was previously homeless and he started this campaign. It's a powerful organization 
to stand together with our dehoused and precarriously housed community 
members. We primarily focused on moccasin flats. Very short history of moccasin 
flats here. I was wrong before, it started in March. It started in May. We are being 
harassed on the streets when we're on third and gorge or other street corners. If in 
of us gather together in one place, we will be safer. 30 people started to camp in 



abandoned space in prince George. It's in the industrial section. It's near one of the 
upper class neighborhoods. Between the upper class neighborhood and 
downtown. And in August, the city passed the safe streets bylaw which prohibits 
people from sitting, standing, laying, in the streets doing drugs. If people are caught 
doing any of  
these offenses, they will get $100 tick it up to 6 months in jail. We stand very hard 
and the University of Toronto through Joseph (indiscernible). Tell the city do not 
move forward with the safe street bylaw. It's brutal.  
On August 30th, they did go forward. While we were advocating, they slipped in and 
injunction notice and told the folks, two encampments, they gave the notice that 
they were to move. So to be quite honest, we didn't notice. We didn't see this was 
happening. And then a few weeks later, we were supposed to go to court. I believe 
it was September 9th. Moccasin flats and the splits were to go to court for this 
injunction appeal and -- it was like, oh my gosh, what are we going to do? And the 
amazing Darlene from BC first nations first  
council said they would be willing to take it on.  
I don't think we realized how many further legal cases this would involve. On 
October 22nd, we won in court. However, 3 weeks later, the city moved into 
moccasin flats and they illegally levelled shelters and tents and homes. Some 
people had been housed several people had not been housed. Similarly to with 
what the guys at Vandu, they lost livelihoods, they lost equipment they need for 
work, they lost their beds. They lost their  
clothing. Items of sentimental values. A woman lost their ashes. How many people 
are losing their ashes in result of this brutality. After that, we had some legal 
witness to the events -- what do we call it? Group of us citizen watched while the 
bob cats were there, providing some witness. Then the lawyers went back into 
court and then recently, on February 23rd, justice said moccasin flats was legal until 
there are daytime services, people  
need a place to say. That's a history of moccasin flats.  
I want to talk about three things that I have seen in our movement that I think are 
very special. I can't speak about the legal case. I think that's best done by the 
lawyers. I can talk about the community things. They have come alongside and 
supported our community. So I think there are three things that contributed to the 
win besides that amazing team. One is ceremony. So as we have been going 



through our movement, we have a number of  
INDIGENOUS elders and leaders that made it happen we have ceremony 
throughout our processes. It helps us remember all of life is sacred and we're all 
connected. We also  
have done a lot of human centered research which is both systematic and flexible. 
I'll talk a bit about that and we've always had dancing and drumming and creating 
opportunities for us to be joyful together. Where we are housed, dehoused or 
precarriously housed.  
So, the first photos that I want to show you is some of the pictures of the hostility 
that we face. Very similar to your spaces I'm sure as well. This is a picture. I think it 
was on reconciliation day. There were police cars lined up to do what, we don't 
know. Very similarly, when we have a budget appeals.  
Of course the crime rates come up and we're so concerned about the downtown. 
Similarly, there's very strong cases to be made for budget rather than changes in 
anybody's safety.  
On the left-hand side, there's a picture of some of the brutality or some of the 
hostility that we regularly see outside of moccasin flats. A number of police there. 
On the right hand is a picture of Ivan who is one of our leaders. This was the night 
before our last court case.  
We didn't know the judge was going to be releasing his decision until just hours 
before. Ivan called a bunch of us up, I think it's important we come and do a 
smudge and  
have a moment of ceremony together to acknowledge again, our connectiveness 
and the sacredness of our humanity.  
The second thing we have been doing a lot of is human centered research. We 
know the data we hear in a lot of the news papers and on the media is the number 
of RCMP  
calls and increase in bylaw calls and how much crime we have. I mean, prince 
George in 2000, we were the most, we had the highest crime rate in Canada. Now 
we're only  
number 14. That our crime is so bad actually goes against real evidence. We do see 
it. The crime is so bad. There's so many calls downtown.  
Oh my goodness, the amount of poop that's in the street. That's the kind of data 
we're exposed to often in the public discourse. But what we have been trying to do 



is look at human centered research to say, who are the real people. What are the 
real stories that, let's be humans together. Of course the picture on the left is 
someone's home in moccasin flats, beautiful flowers growing there. The one on the 
right, is Mal, she's gardening. She was excited to build beautifully which is very 
different from what we know of shelters. So in terms of our research, we try to be 
both systemic, flexible and multidimensional. We do  
have set questions we go out with, we record them, we transcribe them, we have 
videos. We also know we need to be flexible. 1 day we were doing the research and 
the fire department came.  
So we adapted what we were exploring and multidimensional looking at all aspects 
of our lives. This is a very quick graph that we pulled from just this morning I pulled 
it. Essentially, it shows that bylaw makes it harder for people and women and of 
course 100% of people said that it makes a very hard to store their belonging. 
Interestingly, 100% of women said bylaw had taken away their harm reduction 
supplies which had been given by the -- this is a map right here that Dr. Joseph 
looking at the bylaws across the country and so, I would encourage you, if you 
haven't seen this already, it's a really great resource to look at how  
different bylaws are being handled in places. BC has some of the worst bylaws. 
That's something we have seen. I said ceremonies is important to us. Research is 
important to us and then dance resist dance and drumming. The drumming is an 
incredibly powerful place where all of us have been involved.  
As a white girl, I'm learning about drumming. I'm learning some of the really 
important cultural aspects here. Certainly Jessy talks about different forms of 
homelessness that affect first nations differently. And I love the center here, you 
can see, a guy with a red hat. His name is Wesley Mitchell. He's one of the 
cofounders of this traditional drumming  
group. He was previously homeless and he used this as a community builder so 
people are able to gain back their cultural heritage and identity. This was just last 
Sunday when we had a celebration of the second court win.  
The final slide I want to share with you is very concerning to me. Dominion Gov law 
is the legal, they're the lawyers who are representing our city in our court cases and 
there is still one more court case. They are promoting a lunch and learn and I 
believe they are  
promoting across the country for different mayors and councils and concerned BIA 



to learn about how to fight tent cities. It is a fund raiser. It's $125 for a ticket and I 
am concerned that they are promoting this across the country. I certainly want to 
go to it because  
I want to learn what they are saying. So that we can be one step smarter. We can 
understand what they're saying and we can be thinking about how we want to 
resist their  
political challenges. The link is there if you're concerned, I don't know how we can 
get a group call in so we're not all paying 125 bucks. So the end of our slide. If you 
would like to join the together we stand group on Facebook, we would love to have 
you. Matthew Cho, thank you so much. I will sign off now.  
 
>>MEENAKSHI MANNOE: Wow, thank you so much Amelia for such a great 
presentation and such a thorough debrief of the situation. For residence of 
moccasin flats and it's really refreshing to see something nice come out of 
Facebook and not the standard, antihomeless hate. Really seems to flourish on that 
platform. We've got two spinal speakers. This is just the first part of the discussion 
where we're hearing about the situation and conditions for people who rely on 
public space. So I'm really excited to invite Fiona York and Carrie to talk about 
encampments and privacy. These are two organizers who are based on unseeded 
territory. Welcome, Fiona.  
 
>>FIONA YORK: Thank you so much. I want to thank the speakers ahead of me and 
we're on the unseeded territories of the -- first nations and I'm honored and happy 
to be here. I also want to mention that I'm speaking from the camp in crowd park. 
I'm outdoors. If  
you hear background noise or DISTRACTIONs, I'm outside. I'm hoping Carrie will 
join me or later on in the panel with the questions. She's been a really important 
part of your struggles here and organizing crowd park, the recent victories as well. 
As well as prince George, we're also celebrating a recent victory in crowd park. I 
mostly wanted to talk in the background of encampments and stigma and the 
oppression of public spaces that  
occurs and the cycle nature. I want to say that we're in solidarity with camps across 
the province.  
Many of these struggles were inspired by the work they have done and the victories 
and celebrating with them their recent victory. We're connected to encampment 



and spoken to  
people, connect with people in Ireland, Victoria, there's so many other places where 
encampments take place. It's such a phenomenon across the country. I'm sure 
people  
have heard about many cities and municipalities where encampments have been 
taken down, brutalized, evictions taken place. Communities -- encampments have 
been around  
for years and years and continue because of the same reasons again, people find 
more safety than in other spaces and in housing and of course the oppression that 
happens in public spaces all the time. I want to start by talking about stigma 
because so much of what happens is so normalized because of this background of 
stigma that provides everything that live in poverty and encampments. It's 
normalized through the media and the  
myths perpetuated makes it possible for many of these things to happen and this 
cycle nature, the way people are treated when they're in tent cities is made possible 
by this stigma that exist.  
So things like street sweeps which housing that is substandard and fences around 
parks and people not being allowed to be in public space, all of this is made 
possible for the fact that this stigma is so normalized, in housing we hear from 
people say that housing is not acceptable, not only because it's substandard but the 
way they're treated by staff and the  
entitlement and the rules and the oppression that happens within housing so 
normalized in such a degree of entitlement and becomes this cycle nature that 
makes people homeless again and again. With street sweeps, one of the reasons 
why people seek shelter in community and encampments and public spaces like 
parks because there's no really other place for them to be. The last place that 
people can actually be that's legal and there's some sense of security and being 
able to be with your belongings and so often in a public space like a park.  
When people are on the street, they're enduring the daily street sweeps and having 
belongings seized. We have seen this in parks. In my experience goes back few tent  
cities. I've been in support and involved with the tent city at (indiscernible) park, the 
parking lot at crowd park and something that people talk about again and again is 
the importance of having access to your belongings and the breathing space and 
the opportunities they feel when they're able to keep their belonging with them. 



The importance of have your belongings in a place during the daytime is important 
to people. And over and over, I have heard people tell the trauma they feel and it's 
a psychological impact and such a traumatizing feeling have your belonging taken 
from you over and over.  
We heard from the earlier speakers about people losing things that are so 
important to them, documents, ID, people have lost claims for medical help, court 
documents, employment related documents, ID over and over, ash, photos of their 
family, of their children, things that are important to them. Over and over. It 
becomes this real traumatizing impact and makes it so difficult for people to 
advance or take advantage of any opportunities you can't go to a housing office or 
employment office when you have all  
your things in a shopping cart and you have to watch every single thing with you. 
You can't get to medical appointments or any appointments. It's impossible to do 
anything to get yourself out of your situation. And not only does this happen on the 
street, it happens in parks.  
So starting with (indiscernible) park, the enforcement, the bylaw enforcement that 
happens there is through the park board, Vancouver is the only city that has a park 
board. So the city, the rangers take their on the rule of bylaw officers. One other 
phenomenon we see happening is over the last three or 4 years, there's been a 
shift in park rangers and the way they operate and the way their job duties are 
described. So they're taking on more and more on a security type role. We noted 
that in job descriptions for park rangers, there's a reference to security. They 
started wearing outfits that make them look for and more like police, cops. They 
take on this security role and it's enforcement. They hired for officers and it seems 
to be related to some of the enforcement that's happening in crowd park and  
encampments.  
That's something else that's happening more and more of this enforcement 
through the rangers and acting as bylaw officers. In terms of public spaces, it's the 
response to people's spending time in parks and public spaces. People are 
prevented from being in public  
spaces. Hostile architecture. Things like park benches and benches where it's made 
more difficult for people to lie or sleep on the bench. Here in the park, again, in  
crowd park just as the last tent city was closing and people were leaving, there are 
additional architectural elements that are added to this part to make it more  



difficult of access. It was placed around two sections of the park that are open and 
a new gate that was put on the access road right at the very end of (indiscernible) 
park closing down in anticipation of people possibly seeking shelter in crowd park. 
These features are  
permanent in this park and they have been accepted and normalized. Is the stigma 
in an urban of having these (indiscernible) that prevent people from being here.  
Earlier today, we have a medical van that visits once a week to provide healthcare. 
They have to go through an access route that was locked. Sometimes it's not open 
and they have to park on the street. This again is normalized. We can't access these 
things that are life  
saving and SURVIVAL base, during the summer, during the heat wave. Our 
volunteers had to take wagons with bottled water and large bottles of, tanks of 
water on wagons and seniors and volunteers had to go through the gate rather 
than driving and walk all the way down with the wagons of water.  
There was no running water in the park. These features have been normalized. 
Three parks  
in the downtown east side had fencing around them at the same time. Those are 
really only the parks that are accessible where people have access and close to 
services and amenities. (Indiscernible) park had a fence around it that only recently 
got taken down. Part of it is still there. People celebrated the fence coming down as 
if it was normal the fence is there and there's a good thing there's no fence as if it's 
something to be noted  
and celebrated rather than just a normal day-to-day we just assume that parks 
should be open in the downtown east side. 
Again, it was celebrated when the fence came down as if it was something to be 
noted when there's no fence around a park. That should be something we assume. 
Crowd park during one of the attempts at enforcement and eviction that people 
staying in a city here in crowd park, there was a fencing around the park in different 
configurations at one point in the summer, the entire park was fenced off, the 
concrete blocks and the access gate that was locked and the rest of the fence. 
There's a huge red fence around the park and this became so accepted that it was 
barely even noted. Later the fence was reconfigured so it went around a section of 
the park that had a camp in it in a tight circle around the tents.  
So close that during the wind storms, where the tent blue over almost into the 



tents. It was so close to them. It was just a few feet away.  
It wasn't even corrected and just kept getting put up again even though there's 
rainstorm blowing the fences down and making it dangerous to be so close to the 
tents. At one point, the fence was locked off on the end so that the entire camp was 
circled with the fence and there are check points and people were being 
questioned where people were bringing meals and water and questions of these 
check points that had rangers at them. Again, just this normalization and stigma 
that it is okay to have fencing.  
When we recently had a meeting with the park board, some of the residence in the 
tent city asked about getting fence back to circle the park for the safety of their 
residence and at the  
request of the residence who is no longer friends here. But when residence asked 
for a fence, the park board suggested a 3-foot high fence. The fence that was put 
around earlier to protect the other community, other people outside the tent city 
was 8 feet high but when we requested a fence for the protection of the /HEPBT city 
and they offered a fence that was 3-foot high. Now, in the public space in the park, 
just go back to the bylaws and enforcement of bylaws, there's been three levels of 
bylaw and legal enforcement.  
The bylaws were changed in 2020 that aligned with a victory of tent city. With the 
people have access space in parks. So every bylaw for parks all across BC had to be 
updated to accommodate that, to allow for daytime sheltering. Rather than making 
things better or more possible to shelter, it actually makes things worse. It was so 
restrictive and so oppressive that a park like (indiscernible) is 100% off limits. 
There's so many restrictions on are you can be in a park. You can't be near a whole 
list A to H of all these features within a  
park like water feature, children's area, community center, trees and marsh. Special 
memorial or bench. People have traditionally sheltered in downtown east side  
in Vancouver was completely off limits. It's actually less accessible. So –  
 
>>MEENAKSHI MANNOE: Fiona, we are at our break. I wonder if you want to close 
up with your thought about stigma and bylaw and then we can take our break.  
 
>>FIONA YORK: So just quickly as there in addition to the bylaws being changed, 
there's two orders that were put against sheltering in the park by the general 
manager of the park board. They were enforced by police and bylaws and seizing of 



people's belonging.  
Understanding by the -- and if there are encampments allowed, they need to 
provide amenities. They seek to enforce and then the cycle nature is because of the  
housing that's being offered is so substandard and it's program base, temporary. 
It's something that's really difficult for people to be in and the eviction is so cycle of 
nature, people are ending up back on street over and over. I think fire is –  
 
>>MEENAKSHI MANNOE: We got to take a break at this point. So we're not going to 
get into fire at the moment. But a reminder for folks who are joining that this is just 
the first part of today's panel. Which is really outlining the issues that impact folks 
who are relying on public space and we've heard from a Amelia. Prince George, we 
had heard from Fiona as well as Dave and Vince who are based on the downtown 
east side. We are now going to take a short break. Originally, for 10 minutes but I 
think we're going to shorten it to five.  
The broad cast is not going to stop. Folks are just going to turn off their cameras 
and grab a drink of water. We're going to come back and Katt is going to facilitate 
the panel on strategies that people have for fighting back. Folks are welcome to just 
stand up,  
stretch, look at your inequality tree and think about what you learn so far this 
morning and we'll be back at 11:00 a.m.  
 


