
Introduction to The Synoptic Gospels 
(Part 6 of 6)
The Gospel according to Saint Luke

The third gospel’s distinguishing quality is 
due to the attractive personality of its author 
which shines through all his work. Luke is at 
once a most gifted writer and a man of marked 
sensibility. He set to work in his own way 
with an eye to exact information and orderly 
narrative (1:3), but respect for his sources, 
together with his method of juxtaposing them, 
meant that even Luke was not in a position 
to arrange his traditional material in a more 
chronological way than Matthew or Mark. 
His plan follows Mark’s outline though some 
episodes are displaced (3:19-20; 4:16-30; 
5:1-11, 6:12-19; 22:31-34, etc.). This he did 
sometimes in the interests of clarity and logical 
sequence, sometimes under the influence 
of other streams of tradition including, it 
should be noted, a tradition traceable also in 
the fourth gospel. Other episodes are omitted 
altogether for various reasons: they were not 
interesting for Luke’s non-Jewish readers (Mk 
9:11-13), or they were already to be found in 
the Supplementary Collection (Mk 12:28-34; 
cf. Lk 10:25-28), or above all (as in the case 
of Luke’s great omission of Mk 6:45 – 8:26) 
because it was not in Luke’s copy of Mark 
or because, if it was there, Luke regarded 
it as unnecessarily repetitive. Luke’s most 

obvious difference from Mark is his great 
intercalation (cf. 9:51 – 18:14) which, as has 
been seen, combines Logia or Sayings from 
some Collection with information he had 
found out for himself. This central section 
uses a journey to Jerusalem for its framework 
(cf. the reiterated indications, elaborating the 
datum of Mk 10:1, in Lk 9:51; 13:22; 17:11). 
But it is not a reminiscence of actual journeys; 
it is rather a device by which Luke is able to 
bring out one of his chief theological notions: 
namely that the Holy City is the predestined 
stage for the drama of salvation (9:31; 13:33; 
18:31; 19:11). Because it is from Jerusalem 
that the evangelisation of the world must 
begin (24:47; Ac 1:8), his gospel had to start 
there (1:5f) and there he will have to bring 
it to a close (24:52f) – the post-resurrection 
apparitions and conversations recorded by 
Luke do not take place in Galilee (cf. 24:13-51 
and cf. 24:6 with Mk 16:7; Mt 28:7, 16-20).

Comparing Luke and his two sources, a. 
Mark, the best known and b. the sources 
behind the Matthew passages which are 
paralleled in Luke, it becomes apparent that 
Luke was a craftsman whose concentration 
never slackened. His changes are very slight 
– just small omissions and additions – but 
through them he gives his work a character 
peculiarly his own. He avoids or whittles 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 239
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: The Lord will bless his people with peace.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 13 January 2020 - SAT 18 January 2020
MON: 1 SM 1:1-8, MK 1:14-20 TUE: 1 SM 1:9-20, MK 1:21-28 WED: 1 SM 3:1-10, 19-
20, MK 1:29-39 THU: 1 SM 4:1-11, MK 1:40-45 FRI: 1 SM 8:4-7, 10-22A, MK 2:1-12 
SAT: 1 SM 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1, MK 2:13-17

12 January 2020 Year AThe Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. You can be a parishioner or a visitor to our church. My P@rish 150 is a 
book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project
Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article soon.



PARISH NEWS 

CHINESE NEW YEAR’S EVE - 24 Jan ’20 
(Fri) 7.20am. No Evening Mass. CHINESE NEW 
YEAR - 25 Jan ’20 (Sat) Mandarin Mass: 8.30am, 
English Masses: 10.30am and 5.30pm. NO Infant 
Jesus Devotion on Thur, 6 Feb ‘20 

INFANT BAPTISM – The next Infant Baptism 
service will be incorporated into 11.00am Mass, 
held on 9 Feb ‘20 (Sun).  Parents and Godparents 
are required to attend a preparatory session on 8 
Feb ‘20 (Sat) at 3.30pm. Application Forms can 
be obtained from the Parish Office and must be 
submitted by 12 Jan ‘20 (Sun). 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 years 
in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), Orchard 
Hotel Singapore. Tables now open for sale $2000 
/ $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES AND SALES 
Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@hotmail.com 
Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@gmail.com

ADULT CONFIRMATION 2020 in May. 
Compulsory 3 classes: 29 March, 5 April & 19 
April at 11.00am. Rehearsal: 26 April @ 12.30pm 
Closing date: 1 March 2020 For Enquiry at 
parish office or email: sppccdministry@gmail.
com

CATECHISM CLASS 2020 - class begins on 
19 January 2020 at 9.30am at Cana, 55 Waterloo 
Street, #02-01, Singapore 187954. For Enquiries, 
plse contact parish office. 
 
NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

CBN MY JOURNEY SERIES: AN EVENING 
WITH WINIFRED LOH - 13 Feb ‘20; 7:00pm 
- 9:00pm, Thur (light dinner at 7.00pm, talk 
begins at 7:30pm), The Catholic Centre, Lvl 3 
(55 Waterloo Street, S187854) Free Admission, 
Love Offering welcome. Registration (First come 
First served basis) @ https://bit.ly/MJSWinifred. 
Enquiry: errol@cbn.sg/ 6801 7491

AT HOME RETREAT - (2 choices) Journey 
from Ashes to Easter - a 10-week programme 
based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola to know Jesus more intimately in 
the midst of life’s daily routine. It is a school 
of prayer and a Lenten preparation for Easter.  
Includes weekly meeting of faith sharing, daily 
prayer with Scripture and one spiritual direction 
by Cenacle Sisters & Team. MORNINGS: 20 
Feb - 23 Apr (Thu). Time:  9.30am to 11.30am 
(Morning) Venue:  LaSalle Centre- St. Patrick 
School – 490 East Coast Road OR EVENINGS: 
20 Feb - 23 Apr (Thu) Time: 7.30-9.30 pm  
(Evening) Venue: Cana - the Catholic Centre, 55 
Waterloo St. Contribution:  $250.00

GIFT - Next weekend, 18/19 Januay, being the 
3rd weekend of the month, there will be a second 
collection to receive your monthly pledges and 
contributions for the GIFT (Giving in Faith & 
Thankfulness) campaign for the vision of the 
archdiocese. Every Catholic is encouraged 
to sign up for a monthly pledge to continue 
supporting the organisations and projects of the 
Church. More info and signup is available at 
catholicfoundation.sg

SURVIVING DIVORCE -  27 Feb - 28 May 
‘20 (every Thursday evening), 7.30pm - 9.30pm.  
Venue: Church of our Lady Queen of Peace 
Surviving Divorce or Separation: Hope And 
Healing For The Catholic Family. A 12-week 
DVD-based programme to support our brothers 
and sisters who have experienced the pain and 
loneliness of a broken marriage, divorce or 
separation.   The video presentations by Catholic 
priests, theologians and teachers will help you 
cope during this difficult time and lead you 
and your family to God’s divine mercy and 
love. This programme is jointly organised by 
Spero Ministry, QOP, with ACF( Archdiocesan 
Commission For The Family). Cost: Non-
refundable fee of $60.00. For information and 
registration, go to: W: https://catholicfamily.
org.sg/sd/. E: cdsg@acf.org.sg. T:  Jileen (9383 
6868) / Joann (9780 4456) / John (97315260)

offensive (8:43, cf. Mk 5:26; he omits Mk 
9:43-48; 13:32; etc.) or anything they could 
not be expected to understand (he omits Mt 
5:21f, 33f; Mk 15:34; etc.). He omits anything 
derogatory to the dignity of the apostles (Mk 
4:13; 8:32f; 9:28f; 14:50) and makes excuses 
for them (Lk 9>45; 18:34; 22:45). He explains 
obscure phrases (6:15) and clears up points of 
topography (4:31; 19:28f, 37; 23:51), etc. In 
these innumerable small corrections, and even 
more especially in the fresh material he found 
by personal enquiry, it is possible to see what 
Luke’s preferences were and to see the way his 
mind worked. Or, to put it more theologically, 
the Holy Spirit used Luke as his instrument to 
put the gospel into a completely new shape, 
packed with doctrine. The originality of Luke 
is not in his key ideas (they are identical with 
those of Mark and of Matthew) but in his 
religious mentality which, apart from slight 
traces of Paul’s influence, is overwhelmingly 
distinctive of Luke’s personal temperament. 
Luke, in Dante’s phrase, is the ‘scriba 
mansuetudinis Christi’, the faithful recorder 
of Christ’s lovingkindness. He is anxious to 
stress his Master’s love of sinners (15:1f, 7, 
10); to record his acts of forgiveness (7:36-
50; 15:11-32; 19:1-10; 23:34, 39-43); and 
to contrast his tenderness for the lowly and 
the poor with his severity towards the proud 
and towards those who abuse their wealth 
(1:51-53; 6:20-26; 12:13-21; 14:7-11; 
16:15, 19-31; 18:9-14). But in spite of this 
severity, the wicked however deserving of 
punishment will not be condemned till the 
period set aside for mercy has come to an 
end (13:6-9; cf. Mk 11:12-14). The one thing 
necessary is repentance, abdication of self, 
and on this the gentle, tolerant Luke takes 
a firm stand, insisting on unflinching and 
complete detachment (14:25-34), especially 
from riches (6:34f; 12:33; 14:12-14; 16:9-
13). Another group of passages which are 
also found only in the third gospel is on the 
necessity of prayer (11:5-8; 18:1-8), of which 
Jesus set the example (3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:28). 
Finally, Luke is the only one of the Synoptics 
to give the Holy Spirit the prominence we find 
in Paul and in Acts (Lk 1:15, 35, 41, 67; 2:25-
27; 4:1, 14, 18; 10:21; 11:13; 24:49). These 
qualities, combined with that joy in God and 

that gratitude to him for his gifts which fill the 
third gospel (2:14; 5:26; 10:17; 13:17; 18:43; 
19:37; 24:51f), are the ones that go to make 
Luke’s achievement the warm and human 
thing it is.

Style
Mark’s Greek is rough, strongly Aramaic, 
and often faulty; but it is fresh, lively and 
appealing. Matthew’s Greek is also rather 
Aramaic but smoother than Mark’s as well 
as less picturesque and more correct. Luke’s 
is mixed: when writing independently it is 
excellent but out of respect for his sources 
he incorporates their imperfections – after 
polishing them a little. Occasionally he goes 
out of his way to give a good imitation of 
Septuagint Greek.

This translation
As far as possible this translation preserves 
stylistic nuances, and aims at reproducing in 
detail all similarities and difference between 
the three Synoptics, which betray their literary 
relationships.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!Speaker: Fr Gabriel Wong. 18 Jan ‘20, 2.00pm - 

4.00pm at the Church of Saints Peter & Paul

To Kick off the Year 2020 and continue our 
SPP150 celebration, please join us for the talk 
Sacraments of Initiation - Do you remember the 
meaning of these Sacraments? They are not one-off 
external signs so how do we live the Sacraments? 
Do we allow God to change us and have a personal 
union with Him through these Sacraments?


