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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 24th October, 2012, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
67. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P Clark. 
 
68. RESIGNATION OF MEMBER 
 
A letter of resignation had been received from Councillor George Burlison as he was unable to 
continue in the role due to work and family commitments.  
 
Resolved: That a letter of thanks be sent to Councillor Burlison and that the resulting casual vacancy 
be declared. 
 
69. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
70. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported that following the MP’s visit to the area in the summer where 
concerns had been expressed regarding speeding on the B6301 adjacent to Willow Road, a speed 
survey had been carried out and had shown the incidence of speeding vehicles to be low.  
 
Problems were being experienced with the brick bus shelter on opposite Willow Road, which was 
being used as a urinal, and efforts were being made to establish whether it could be replaced with a 
different design, such as that recently installed at the end of Western Avenue.  
 
Elections for the Police and Crime Commissioner were to take place on 15th November.  The PCC 
would have the power to appoint a Chief Constable and set the budget and a Police and Crime Panel 
would scrutinise the work of the PCC.  Four candidates were standing for election, however as 
turnout was predicted to be as low as 18%, it was important that everyone was encouraged to vote.  
 
Durham County Council’s budget continued to be scrutinised as substantial additional savings had to 
be achieved.  The County Council would be taking on a health remit which could have cost 
implications and a decision on changes to the business rates scheme was still awaited.  
 
Items brought to the attention of Councillor Armstrong included the replacement of the rumble strips 
at Cornsay Village following road resurfacing and a query in relation to the replacement of the LINk 
with Healthwatch.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
71. MINUTES  
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th September, 2012, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 
72. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising.  
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73. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £196.67 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for October  
(ii) £49.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for October  
(iii) £65.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas 
(iv) £105.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas 
(v) £57.00 to Durham County Council in respect of printing 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 26th Sep 2012 £ 361.32 Clerk’s wages    No. 577 
(ii) 26th Sep 2012 £ 51.20 HMRC     No. 578 
(iii) 26th Sep 2012 £ 50.00 P Chapman    No. 579 
(iv) 26th Sep 2012 £ 660.00 BDO LLP     No. 580 
(v) 26th Sep 2012 £ 260.00 Hamsteels Comm Assoc  No. 581 
(vi) 10th Oct 2012 £ 27.00 CDALC     No. 582 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £8614.25 
Barclays  £24,249.21 
Unity Trust  £8,657.68 

 
(d) Petty Cash: 
 

Details of petty cash spending had been circulated. 
 

(e) Quarterly Budget Report 
 
Copies of the quarterly budget report had been circulated, and the Clerk explained the 
financial position. 
 
Resolved: That the budget report be noted. 
 

74. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Durham County Council - Invitation to Parish Council update event on 29th October. 
Resolved: That the invitation be noted.  
 

(b) Brandon & Byshottles 
Parish Council 

- Invitation to Chairman’s fundraising evening on 16th November. 
Resolved: That the iinvitation be noted.  
 

(c) Mid Durham AAP - Invitation to AAP Forum Event. 
Resolved: That the iinvitation be noted.  

 
75. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
(a) Applications for Consideration 
 

(i) D Ridley Land to the south of The 
Warren 
Knox Lane 
Cornsay Colliery 
 

Erection of 2.3m high steel palisade fence 
and replacement retaining wall 

(ii) C Humphrey 1 Black Horse Cottage 
Cornsay Village 

Crown reduce by approximately 10m one 
ash tree (section 211 notice) 
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 Resolved: That no objection be made to these applications. 

 
(b) Update on Previously Considered Application 
 

 WJ Drennan High Hedley Hope Farm 
East Hedleyhope 
Bishop Auckland 

Anaerobic digestion plant (incorporating a 
farm slurry management system) and 
associated combined heat and power plant 
 

 This application had been due to be determined by the County Planning Committee on 2nd 
October, 2012, but had been withdrawn from the agenda due to procedural issues.  It would 
be considered at a future meeting of the committee.  

 
76. PRECEPT 2013/2014 
 
(a) Durham County Council – Council Tax Support Scheme: Forecast Impact on Parish 

Councils 
 
Correspondence had been received from Durham County Council in relation to their proposals in 
response to the forthcoming changes to the national Council Tax Benefit system. 
 
The County Council was proposing to protect Council Tax Benefit claimants next year by withdrawing 
a number of discounts on empty properties and second homes and by withdrawing double taxation 
payments to town and parish councils. 
 
Details of the potential impact had been provided to each parish council, and the Clerk explained 
that, should the proposal progress to implementation, at this stage it appeared that the Council would 
benefit with a small increase in tax base. 
 
Resolved: That this Council wishes to make no comments on the proposed scheme. 
 
(b) Precept Amount 2013/2014    
 
Durham County Council usually required notification of the Council’s Precept requirement in January 
and to meet this deadline, the Council considered its Precept and Budget in November each year.  
The Clerk therefore sought an indication of the Council’s views for the any increase to assist in 
preparation of the budget for consideration.   
 
As a result of Durham County Council’s correspondence in relation to the changes to the Council Tax 
Benefit Scheme however, DCC had indicated that they would not be in a position to provide the 
information this Council would require to finalise the Precept until mid to late December.  
 
It was noted that an increase in the Clerk’s hours would be required due to the community building 
project and a small increase may be necessary, but further consideration would be necessary once 
all relevant information was available.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk begin preparation of the budget for 2013/2014 for further consideration.  
 
77. CODE OF CONDUCT & ETHICAL STANDARDS 
 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s Standing Orders required amendment to reflect the changes to 
the Code of Conduct. 
 
The new Code did not require a member whose interest was recorded on the Register of Interests to 
declare the same at a meeting, however where that interest was a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, 
the member was not permitted to participate in discussion or vote.  In the case of other registerable 
interests, a member was only permitted to speak if members of the public were also allowed to speak 
on the item.  
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A difficulty caused by the new arrangements was that should a member not speak on an item, it 
would not be apparent whether this was because of an interest, or simply that they did not wish to 
comment on a particular matter. 
 
NALC had advised that councils could adopt standing orders requiring members with disclosable 
interests to declare these at meetings and, in the case of pecuniary interests, to withdraw from the 
meeting.  Disclosure of an interest at a meeting and its recording in the minutes could also 
demonstration openness and transparency and make clear to readers of the minutes whether 
members had an interest in an item, but had taken no part in the decision making process.   
 
Resolved: (i) That Standing Orders be amended to require declarations of interests to be made at 
meetings, and any member with a pecuniary interest to withdraw from the meeting room. 
 
(ii) That in accordance with Standing Order No. 85, this matter be considered at the next meeting of 
the Council. 
 

The Chairman had agreed to accept as a matter of urgency, due to the time factor 
involved, an item of business on the Mid Durham AAP Gateway Schemes 

 
78. GATEWAY SCHEMES 
 
The Clerk had been contacted by the Mid Durham AAP Co-ordinator in relation to a working group 
which had been formed to consider the Gateway Schemes which were to be designed for each 
entrance to Esh Winning.   
 
As one of the Gateways was to be situated in this Parish, it was important that the Council had an 
opportunity to feed into the process.  
 
Resolved: That Councillor B Armstrong be appointed as the Council’s representative on the working 
group. 
 
79. REQUEST FOR DONATION 
 
The Clerk reported that he had been approached by a local resident who was hoping to organise a 
Halloween party for children in Hamsteels and wished to request a donation from the Council towards 
the cost.  The Clerk had advised that the request for a donation should be made in writing, however 
at the time of the meeting, the written request had not been received.  
 
Resolved: That without a written request for a donation and further details, the Council was unable 
to consider the request.  
 
80. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
(a) Planning Application 
 
The Clerk reported that the Architect had confirmed that the planning application for the new building 
was ready for submission to the Local Planning Authority.  The fee for the application was £1,675.00, 
however parish councils were entitled to a 50% reduction on application fees making the sum due 
£837.50. 
 
Resolved: That the application fee be approved. 
 
(b) Project Management Arrangements  
 
The project had now reached a stage where decisions, particularly financial ones, were required on a 
regular basis.  While special meetings of the Council could be called, on many occasions, but 
business would be limited and not justify the holding of a meeting of the full Council.  At the same 
time however, it was important that items were given due consideration and details recorded in the 
Council Minutes.  
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It was possible however, for the Council to appoint a committee in accordance with Standing Order 
No. 44, to which responsibility could be delegated for decision making on the project. Meetings of the 
Committee could be called where necessary to permit full consideration of the matters at hand, 
without either causing delays until the next meeting of the Council or having to convene regular 
special meetings. 
 
Resolved: That a Community Building Project Committee be formed as follows: 
 

 The Committee shall consist of 7 Members. 
 Those 7 Members appointed shall initially be each of the 7 serving Members of the Council. 
 The membership of the Committee shall be reviewed from time to time to ensure efficient 

transaction of business. 
 The quorum of the Committee shall be 3. 
 The Committee shall meet on such dates and times as directed by the Council or otherwise 

agreed by the Chair and Clerk to ensure the efficient transaction of business.  
 The Committee shall operate within the requirements of the Council’s Standing Orders.  
 
The terms of reference of the Committee shall be: 
 
 To monitor progress on the community building project. 
 To receive reports on the financial position of the project and community building ringfenced 

fund. 
 To accept quotations for works required to progress the project in accordance with Standing 

Orders and Financial Regulations.  
 To authorise payment of invoices received in relation to the project. 
 To report to the Council on its activities as necessary.  

 
(c) Funding and Finance 
 
The Chair reported that Economic Development at Durham County Council had offered £5,000 
towards the cost of the Architect’s fees to support the project.  
 
In addition, Councillor J Armstrong had agreed that the contribution he was making towards the 
project could be used towards architect’s and other professional costs to assist in progressing the 
project to the build stage.  Councillor Campbell had indicated that his contribution was to be used for 
capital costs/building works.  
 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 
81. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
Resolved: That in view of the confidential nature of the following items of business, and in 
accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
press be temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting. 
 
82. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
(a) Ground Investigation Reports (Minute 64 refers) 
 
Agreement had previously been given for the undertaking of a coal mining risk assessment report 
which was required for submission alongside the planning application.  Following acceptance of the 
quote from Portland Consulting in the sum of £1,000.00 plus VAT, Portland had felt that it might be 
possible to achieve further savings by subcontracting the works.  Accordingly they had sought 3 
further quotes.  
 
The most beneficial quotation had been submitted by ARC Environmental in the sum of £575.00 plus 
VAT, and as this sum was lower that the agreed figure, the Clerk in consultation with a number of 
Members had made the decision to accept this quotation.  
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It would be necessary however to have additional work carried out to inform the final engineering 
design, and as a result of the coal mining risk assessment, the Architect felt that it was likely that a 
planning condition would be imposed requiring additional works in any event.  
 
The 3 quotations sought by Portland therefore also included these works.  Details of the quotations, 
together with Portland’s recommendation on the most appropriate had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the Clerk’s actions in accepting the quotation for Phase 1 works from ARC 
Environmental be approved.  
 
(ii) That the Phase 2 quotation from ARC Environmental be accepted.  
 
(b) VAT 
 
The Clerk reported on progress in relation to the VAT issues surrounding the project, and advised of 
the steps that would be required.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
83. REVIEW OF CLERK’S SALARY 
 
Consideration was given to the Clerk’s responsibilities to ensure that the rate of pay was appropriate 
for the work required and undertaken.  
 
Resolved: That no changes be made to the Clerk’s salary at this time. 

 
The Meeting closed at 8.05 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


