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This is an excellent little book that will benefit just about anyone, but has especially 
useful insights and inspiration for librarians. Reflecting the title, there are 21 brief 
chapters which follow 21 days in the life of Gnik Rowten, a young man who just moved 
to a new city and is starting a new marketing business (and whose parents did indeed 
name him “networking” backwards). Gnik’s main lesson for each day is an “Aha! 
moment” highlighted with bold text as he learns and builds a powerful network over 
three weeks. 
 
The lessons range from applying overarching concepts – such as the power of 
generosity, sincerity, reciprocity, and positivity – to leveraging online social networks 
and realizing that one’s network effectively extends far beyond one’s own friends and 
connections. Gnik learns that the secret to everything is relationships and that building 
relationships and empowering others improves his own professional prospects as well 
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as his quality of life. Librarians will recognize that many of the qualities of a good 
reference librarian are the same qualities that a good networker exhibits: a friendly, 
attentive listener who asks the right questions and is happy to help. But what if a 
reference librarian helped facilitate beneficial connections between library users? 
Clearly, libraries have played a positive role in the authors’ minds, as Gnik visits his 
library four times over the course of the book. Yet, libraries also have opportunities to do 
much more to promote interpersonal connections and to build a sense of community 
through creating conducive spaces, programming, etc. This book illustrates the power of 
momentum, the importance of just starting, and the realistic possibilities of starting 
small. 
 
While it may not be a revolution in networking literature, what makes this book great is 
that it is so accessible. The story and lessons are presented in a casual way with very 
clear points. It is short enough to read in a single sitting yet is fleshed out enough to 
provide context for a deeper understanding and to demonstrate real world applications.  
For such a quick read, there are abundant sources of inspiration for individuals as well 
as organizations. I highly recommend this book to new librarians and others entering a 
competitive job market.   
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