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With this lesson, students will learn about the main aspects of the fighting during World 
War II. Careful attention has been paid to giving students a broad understanding of the 
battles and strategy of the Allies without overloading the slideshow with unnecessary 
detail. This slideshow and accompanying activity will give students a framework for the 
war that can be expanded upon with other lessons. 

Great for grades 8 - 11!

1. What encompassed 
the major events of 
World War II? 

Students will learn about 
the key events relating to 
World War II. They will 
then construct a visual 
timeline based on their 
knowledge of the major 
events. 

8.6b.1 - Students will 
examine American 
involvement in World War 
II, including the American 
strategy in the Pacific and 
the invasion of Normandy 
on D-Day

8.6c.1 - Students will 
examine the role of air 
power by the allies, 
including the use of the 
atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

8.6c.2 - Students will 
investigate the Holocaust 
and explain the historical 
significance of the 
Nuremberg trials.

8.6c.3 - Students will 
examine the structure and 
work of the United 
Nations.

Student Sources:

● A copy of the handout 
● In groups of three to four - an envelope with copies of the visual timeline

Teacher Sources:

● Link to the handout version of the resource in Google Slides - This handout 
contains the text of the presentation along with some formative questions for 
students to complete (an answer key is included here also).

● Link to the Visual Timeline
● Link to the Google Slides slideshow 

 
I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but are not limited to 
the following:

● https://www.nationalww2museum.org/
● America’s History, James Henretta
● Give Me Liberty!, Eric Foner

Read through the slideshow and preview all videos. I made sure to include videos that 
were suitable for middle school, however, teachers will have to make sure that they work 
for their students. Copy any necessary handouts and make a copy of the visual timeline 
and sort into folders. 

The amount of time allotted for each section will depend on the age and ability level of 
the students. It is also based on class periods of 40 minutes.

Day 1 - Teachers should be able to work through slides 1-10 (pages 1-3) of the 
presentation - note that there are two videos on this day to show and there are formative 
questions on each of the three pages of the handout. 

Day 2 - Finish discussing the remaining events with students. The time for discussion 
will vary wildly because students will likely have many questions. If all videos are played 
in their entirety, they will cover 15 minutes of the class period. 

If time allots, hand out the visual timeline for students to arrange and complete. In some 
cases, this might carry into the next day of class. The visual timeline should take at least 
ten minutes for students to complete and with some images posing more of a difficulty it 
will more likely take at least twenty. 

NOTE: As mentioned previously, this is very much meant to be a framework for the unit. I 
expect that teachers might pause between sections of the slideshow to discuss other 
events with more detail. (Both the Holocaust and the atomic bomb should be allocated a 
day of class time each.)
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Name ___________________________
Social Studies

After the Battle of Midway, the U.S. continued their advance across the Pacific with a strategy 
called “island hopping.” 

Island Hopping was a strategy used by the Allies in World War II to advance through the Pacific 
by bypassing heavily fortified islands and instead focusing on capturing less well defended islands. 
This allowed them to establish air and naval bases closer to Japan and isolate Japanese forces, 
reducing the need for direct and bloody assaults on heavily fortified islands. 

Guam

Saipan

Iwo Jima

Okinawa

The Battle of Saipan 
(Operation Forager) - June - July 
1944 - The U.S captured the 
island of Saipan and increased 
bombing on the Japaneses 
mainland. This battle was one of 
the bloodiest in the Pacific War 
and it led to the resignation of 
Prime Minister Tojo. 

The Liberation of Guam - July 
1944 - The U.S recaptured Guam 
from the Japanese. With this the 
U.S. was even closer to the 
Japanese mainland. 

The Battle of Iwo Jima 
(Operation Detachment) - Feb - 
March 1945 - With this victory the 
U.S. was able to establish air 
bases on the island  

The Invasion of Okinawa 
(Operation Iceberg) - April - 
June 1945 the last, and bloodiest, 
of the Island-Hopping campaigns. 
Okinawa was meant to serve as a 
base of operations for the final 
invasion of Japan, but the 
massive casualties and civilian 
deaths convinced the U.S. it 
needed to find another way to 
end the Pacific War without 
invading Japan.

1. Why do you think that the U.S. thought that island 
hopping was the best approach? 

2. How does this compare to the U.S. strategy in Europe so 
far? 
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“We must build a new world – a 

far better world – one in which 

the eternal dignity of man is 

respected.” 

– Harry Truman

“We make this wide encircling 

movement in the Mediterranean 

having for its primary objective the 

recovery of the command of that vital 

sea, but also having for its object 

the exposure of the underbelly of the 

Axis…”

- Winston Churchill


