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Subject:  Grade 11 English 

Term 4:         Narrative Interpretative Genre 

Week 3:        Lesson Number: 132 

 Date:  

 Topic:          Vocabulary 

 Text:   Probability and possibility 

 Practice: Reading and writing 

Introduction 

 In this lesson you will refer to the Lesson Notes and complete statements that express probability 

and possibility. 

Instructions 

To complete this lesson, you must follow these steps:  

Step 1. In your Exercise book, copy the Header.  

Step 2. Examine the samples. 

Step 3. Answer  Practice Exercise 4 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Lesson notes: 

Probability and Possibility 

1. If we are almost certain that something is the case, and this is certainty based on evidence, we can 

make statements using must or can’t. 

A) If we are talking about a present situation we use must or can’t + infinitive without to 

The doctor must be married She’s wear a wedding ring. 

Angus can’t be English. He’s got a Scottish accent. 

You can use the continuous form of the verb. 

Mary must be wondering where I’ am. I said I’ll be there at 3.p.m and it’s now 5 p.m. 

 

B) If we are talking about a past situation we must use must or can’t + have + past participle. 

Sandra must have passed her driving lessons because I saw her driving a car on her own. 

Fiona and Neil can’t have enjoyed their holiday because they haven’t said anything about it. 

 

C) We can also use the continuous form of the verb. 

I’m sorry I am late. You must have been waiting for ages. 

Note: The negative form of must in this case is can’t and not mustn’t. 
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2. If we are not certain that something is the case but we think it is possible, we can make statements 

using could, may or might. 

A)  If we are talking about a present situation we use could, may, might + infinitive without to. 

Shelly could/may/might be on holiday. 

B) If we are talking about a past situation we use could, may, might + have + past participle. 

Freda might have overslept. 

C) It is possible to use continuous form. 

Julie might be visiting her mother. 

Practice Exercise 4:  

1. Read the following dialogues and decide whether the second speaker is talking about a past, 

present or future situation. 

a. ‘Is that Pete driving the BMW?’ 

‘Yes. He must have sold his sports car. 

b. ‘I haven’t Jennifer for ages.’ 

‘She must be studying. ‘She’s got exams soon.’ 

c. ‘Isn’t Daniel coming?’ 

‘He might cone later.’ 

d. ‘I’m starving.’ 

‘So am I. I must be almost lunch.’ 

a. If it wasn’t you, then Kathy __________ (take) the last chocolate. No one else could have. 

Conclusion:  

There is no real difference in meaning between may, might and could. The negative forms of may and 

might are may not and might not. They are not usually contracted. The negative form of could is 

couldn’t. Its meaning is similar to can’t. 


