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The Good Luck mine is on one of the early Good Luck creek reefs. It sits high on a spur above 
the creek, but a reasonably well defined track led up.

On the creek the Good Luck had a battery (probably one early, and one later), but little sign 
remains. A few hut sites were identified, but now all will probably be over-grown. The Nelson 
was an earlier mine and ore was carted a great distance to the Mornington battery. 

Why visit this complex?
1.      Both mines were typical “hopefuls”. Mines showed early promise. Enthusiastic Good Luck 

investors poured in money several times to re-invigorate interest,for battery, but it was not 
a big mine

2.      Mine is still open, but in a mess inside.

3.      Interesting hut placements over the area lead you to pause and wonder about  life on the 
Good Luck creek prior to reef mining.  This creek had seen early alluvial mining, right to its 
head.. The huge

4. Visiting the Nelson will give you a feeling for the ruggedness and isolation of some of these 
mines.

5. You will walk down the original track to this area, which still had definition on the upper 
section, down which the Jeff Davis machinery was taken.

6. We trecked down the Good Luck Spur to the battery site at the base. This spur was the first 
spur opened for traffic to the mines below. The Jeff Davis machinery was taken down this spur, 
and then along Good Luck creek to the river, then upstream to the Jeff Davis We found the 
original dray track well defined for a considerable distance. The Good Luck Spur runs from Mc 
Millan's road, is the next  spur east of Bulltown  spur. I suggest you have a vehicle at the bottom 
to pick you up if doing it this way!
    

Caveats. Steep climb and descents ,  Requires a high level of fitness. You will probably have to 
walk up the creek bed, and then push through blackberries to the lower part of the access track, 
which is not visible at all until about 60m from the creek.  Carry a change of footwear!

Updated 25 Mar 2016. These notes include original and Copyright drawings 
by Fred Sargent, used with permission. I also include material from Fred's 
extensive collection, and gratefully acknowledge his extensive voluntary 
research and field work in documenting, mapping and recording the mines of 
Victoria's North East.

Including the Nelson

A good open track led from battery 
site to the Good Luck



1.  Base of Bulltown Spur track at Good Luck creek (“Stonewall”)

2. Battery2. Battery     -37.31744 147.12986   699 115

3. Good Luck mine.  No GPS! Best locate the track start, and walk up. 

4. Nelson (approx. Refer later notes for coordinates

Benching along the access track, and part of a four head battery
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1st Jul 1864
 “A three ounce nugget was found at the lower end of Good Luck on Tuesday last, Mr. Kreymberg, 
of Ram-town, became the purchaser. “
 
 1st Jul 1864
 “Eight miles up the Crooked River a number of new reefs aio opened, called the Good Luck, 
 Good Hope, and Golden Cave reefs. The first is the only one which makes a good show.”
 
 22nd Jul 1864
  “I have not visited the Jeff Davis and Good Luck Reefs since my last, but from reliable sources 
  reports are very favorable.”

  21st Jan 1865
 “The Jeff Davis Prospecting Claim has been so often described that a repetition referring to 
its richness would be useless. The greater portion of the machinery for this claim has been 
delivered by bullock-teams,and your readers and old residents at one time on the river will be 
surprised to learn that Mr. Thomas Nelson had 30 cwt. on his bullock-dray,, which .was taken; 
down the Good Luck spur to the Good Luck junction without any difficulty. Had any person 
four years ago, presumed to predict that such a feat would ever be accomplished, he would 
certainly have been put down as out of his mind.”
  
1st Jul 1865
  “The Good Luck Company have struck water in their shaft at a depth of 285 feet, and are 
expected to be near the bottom, the water will cause some little delay in sinking, but good hopes 
are entertained of payable ground being struck.”          

 29th Jul 1865
 “VICTORIA HOTEL, Junction of Good Luck Creek and Crooked River.
 PHILIP SNIDER begs leave to announce to his friends-the public, that his now .house, licensed, 
is now OPEN for the reception of visitors. The Victoria will possess the advantages of
 first class accommodation, combining moderation in charges with a well supplied table where 
every attention be paid to the comfort and convenience of the guests.The Bar will at all times be 
found replete with Wines and Liquors of the best quality.
 Victoria Hotel, 29th June, 1866”

 20th Sept 1865
 “The shareholders in the Good Luck Reef are now making arrangements for machinery being put 
on their claim, the whole thing is pending the report of a gentleman on the hill, which there is not 
the least doubt,will be favorable, when machinery will be immediately got up. The Good Luck Reef 
has been opened more than twelve months, the shareholders working constantly from the day it 
was opened until the present time, sometimes in as much as ten feet thick of solid stone, so that 
there is a large quantity of rich quartz laying on the surface awaiting the erection of machinery.”  
  
 22nd Jun 1895
“Cartage of Mining Plant.
ALTERNATE TENDERS will be received up to the st July for Cartage of 5 head Battery and 
Water Wheel, In all about 13 tons. Heaviest part about 85cwt, from Sale or Bairnsdale to the 
GOOD LUCK CLAIM at Grant.
Delivery to be either on top of Good Luck Spur or at Battery site.
 W. T. WILKINSON, Solicitor. S9 Market Street, Melbourne.”
 
 19th May 1898
 “Cutting and clearing track No. 276, from Grant down Good Luck Creek to the Crooked liver. - P. 
Guy, at 3s 11d per chain.”

 

Just a few interesting references to the Good Luck vicinity area from the Gippsland Times



Views as we climbed to the mine, and a look within.



Unfortunately, we goofed in losing the record of our trip to the Good Luck mine, walking up from Good
 Luck Creek, which is the easiest way to the Good Luck. That is,  is to find the track up to the mine
 from the battery site in the gully,although it will be difficult to find because it has lost definition at its
 lower end. (These notes do pinpoint the bottom end of the track up to the mine.)

This track log was a trip where we walked down Good Luck spur from the top, seeking also the Nelson,
 which was not found at this time.
It is recorded that the battery for the Geff Davis was brought down this spur, and the track is well
 defined on ridge center.
DO NOT FOLLOW THIS ROUTE, JUST USE THE COORDS TO LOCATE THE APPROXIMATE
 POSITION OF THE ASCENDING TRACK

Peter Ward  1/9/2014



NAME,DESC,TIME,LATITUDE,LONGITUDE,,,,,,
1,,1:28:41PM,-37.32406,147.12497,,,,,,
2,"on goodluck spur, rocks on track side define old access tk",1:38:46PM ,-
37.32364,147.12510,,,,,,
3,852m more defined tk,1:39:45PM ,-37.32345,147.12518,,,,,,
4,,1:43:15PM,-37.32273,147.12546,,,,,,
5,"track branches, we go left. Other goes down goodluck center spur",1:45:46PM ,-
37.32264,147.12561,,,,,,
6,,1:46:45PM,-37.32255,147.12579,,,,,,
7,802m tk lost definition,1:47:52PM ,-37.32249,147.12607,,,,,,
8,,1:50:16PM,-37.32219,147.12641,,,,,,
9,765m 15m cut only,1:52:56PM ,-37.32168,147.12605,,,,,,
10,"745 small dig, no adit, qtz",1:59:56PM ,-37.32171,147.12674,,,,,,
11,,10:02:29AM,-37.33020,147.12660,,,,,,
12,,10:07:10AM,-37.32872,147.12744,,,,,,
13,,10:10:25AM,-37.32786,147.12735,,,,,,
14,,10:14:43AM,-37.32721,147.12810,,,,,,
15,,10:21:49AM,-37.32603,147.12956,,,,,,
16,,10:25:16AM,-37.32574,147.12908,,,,,,
17,,11:10:01AM,-37.32455,147.12808,,,,,,
18,,11:26:53AM,-37.32261,147.12790,,,,,,
19,,11:38:28AM,-37.32161,147.12802,,,,,,
20,,11:51:20AM,-37.32034,147.12628,,,,,,
21,,12:38:19PM,-37.32360,147.12239,,,,,,
22,,2:07:15PM,-37.32074,147.12583,,,,,,
23,,2:08:36PM,-37.32052,147.12613,,,,,,
24,,2:12:07PM,-37.31986,147.12636,,,,,,
25,"680 collapsed shaft, small mullock. 5x5m hole",2:14:31PM ,-37.31958,147.12656,,,,,,
26,674 cut below colllapsed shaft,2:16:53PM ,-37.31949,147.12663,,,,,,
27,,2:30:14PM,-37.31854,147.12568,,,,,,
28,575 scratching,2:46:12PM ,-37.31766,147.12443,,,,,,
29,,2:55:17PM,-37.31745,147.12295,,,,,,
30,,212:03:58PM,-37.32166,147.12442,,,,,,
31,,3:02:51PM,-37.31748,147.12262,,,,,,
32,,3:43:52PM,-37.31552,147.12761,,,,,,
33,482m  axe like tool,4:02:13PM ,-37.31683,147.13007,,,,,,
34,502 end of defined tk down from good luck mine,4:06:08PM ,-37.31744,147.12986,,,,,,
35,some evidence of track from good luck mine,4:07:40PM ,-37.31719,147.12997,,,,,,
36,485 projected end of track from good luck mine,4:08:57PM ,-37.31691,147.13003,,,,,,
37,,5:29:43PM,-37.31020,147.11873,,,,,,
38,,5:41:06PM,-37.30780,147.11756,,,,,,
39,753 look across at possible Sydney 85 deg E,6:27:26PM ,-37.31589,147.11334,,,,,,
40,779 m mine now at 78 Freds degrees,6:35:16PM,-37.31763,147.11309,,,,,,
41,"at 134 deg, possible look across at Nelson",6:43:31PM ,-37.32132,147.11404,,,,,,
42,at 85 deg across valley at this height is a mine,6:46:25PM ,-37.32136,147.11401,,,,,,
43," 100 deg,mullock, lower down, with track below & mullock",6:52:29PM ,-
37.32429,147.11232,,,,,,
44,1130m walkoff mc millans,9:39:23AM,-37.33269,147.12226,,,,,,
45,,9:52:24AM,-37.33189,147.12477,,,,,,
46,,9:54:33AM,-37.33142,147.12513,,,,,,

A track log in csv format, suitable for use inGPSVisualiser. Copy to Notepad, save as a csv file,
and open in GPSVisualser.  GPSVisualiser is a free online service to display your GPS track
http://www.gpsvisualizer.com



When you open the csv file in GPSVisualiser, you get an active map. Click on any point to read the 
associated note

Find lower end of track
up to Good Hope here.

These were diversions
Looking for the Nelson



Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.

NELSON    
 
 Crooked River   1055 6925 
 
 Worked as the FAITHFUL from 1872-4 
 
 The mine is located on the northern edge of the lease in steep rocky country. 
 A track leads from a platform below the mine. It splits close to the mine with one going to the edge of the gully and 
presumably down to Good Luck Creek. The other is the track cut in 1874 to take ore to the Mornington mill and leads  to the 
gully then up it, then climbing through many switchbacks up to the the road, a height of over 300 m. It is narrow and is 
evident in many places but was not found higher up. 

BULLTOWN SPUR TK



Original sketch by Fred Sargent, in whom all copyright resides, used with permission.



 
 

     
 

                              track up the hill from the mine, cut 1874                                            track up the hill 
 

     
 

             unworked reef in centre of Nelson lease                                                                 upper workings 
 

Photos by Fred Sargent, used with permission.

NELSON



 

   
 

                                   upper workings                                                                            bottom of upper workings 
 

ADIT 
 

     
 

                   looking up side of overhead platform                                              along drive to north-west under platform 
 

Photos by Fred Sargent, used with permission.

NELSON



 

 
 

looking up side of platform 
 

     
 

     
 

remains of ladder in adit and other timbers 
 

Photos by Fred Sargent, used with permission.

NELSON



 

Mines Register 
 
493 Good Luck Ck right branch   Nelson 1866 10 2 A. R. McKenzie  
494 Good Luck Ck right branch  Nelson 1866 10 2 A. R. McKenzie 1 N 
495 Good Luck Ck right branch  Nelson 1866 10 2 A. R. McKenzie 1 S 
496 Good Luck Ck right branch  Nelson 1866 10 2 A. R. McKenzie amalgamated  
597 Globe Ck Nelson    1866 11 16 A. R. McKenzie 

 
Newspaper Reports  
 
1866, May 1 A small quantity of stone from a reef discovered some time since, on the Nelson lease was crushed this week at the Jeff 
Davis Machine, the yield being a little over……..-Gippsland Times  
 
1866, July 8 
Shareholders in the NELSON QUARTZ-MINING COMPANY (Registered), Crooked River, will be held at Scott's Hotel, Collins-street, Melbourne, on 
Saturday, the 11th of August next, at 11 a.m., to appoint a new manager in place of the present one, who has resigned, and to make 
arrangements as to the future working of the mine 
WM. PEARSON, Manager. 
Sale, 27th July, 1860._-Argus 
 
1868, July 28 The Nelson Prospecting Claim are driving a tunnel to catch the reef and are over 30 feet, they expect to cut the vein in  
about 15 feet further. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August 11 The Nelson Prospecting Claim have driven their tunnel in 60 feet, but have not struck the reef. They now intend driving 
along the reef, being under the impression that they have driven over it in the tunnel. -Gippsland Times 
 
1866, October 10  Of the last batch of forfeited leases, two have already been again taken up for the purpose of being reworked, tho Victoria 
and the Nelson. In days gone by the former was looked upon as one of the great claims of the district it certainly did its share to bring it into 
notoriety, and its collapse also materially assisted to bring it down to its present deplorable level. Whether the present holders will be more 
successful than their predecessors in developing a permanent reef remains to be seen; they know the ground-well, and have a strong faith in the 
existence of a good lode somewhere on the ground. The Nelson has never occupied so conspicuous a position ; all known about it is that 
one crushing yielded nearly five ounces per ton, while the next lot gave only half an ounce ; since which no further trial has been made.-
Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's Creek Advertiser  
 
1872, December 23 Faithful (late Nelson) Messrs Patterson and Adams had their energy rewarded this week by coming on some excellent 
golden stone. -Gippsland Mercury  
 
1872, December 31 The Faithful (Nelson) are reported to have struck good gold, but the report wants confirmation. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, February 8 The Faithful reef is reported to have struck good stone in the tunnel. It appears that when the tunnel had been previously 
stoped the vein had pinched out, but the present owners after driving about two feet further come on a good strong reef showing very fair gold. 
-Gippsland Times 
 
1873, March 4    The Faithful (Nelson) are reported to be raising some very good stone. This mine is over four miles from the crushing mill, 
so that it will have to be good stone to pay. -Gippsland Times 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.

“The following applications for Mining Leases appear in the Government Gazette of the 7th inst.
Nelson Quartz Mining Co." (No. 94) ; Good Luck Creek, Crooked River—On grant of lease; 15 years.”
                                                                                                         Gipsland Times 14 Apr 1865



 

 
1873, March 18 The Faithful are reported to be getting out rich stone, calculated to yield something like 7 oz to the ton. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, April 8 Faithful reef are reported to be still on very good stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, April 22 The Faithful is also favourably spoken of. They intend calling for tenders to pack a trial crushing to the Mornington machine-
Gippsland Times 
 
1873, May 27 The Faithful will finish cutting their track this week, when tenders will be called for packing their stone to the Mornington 
mill, the yield from this parcel is expected to be good. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, June 3 Faithful have finished cutting their track, and have called for tenders for packing their stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, November 8 The Faithful reef have as yet been unable to obtain a packer to remove their stone; their last offer was £1 1s per ton, which 
was not accepted. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, November 15 The Faithful reef has let a contract for removing their stone to the Mornington mill at £1 4s per ton; they have about 40 
tons. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, December 30 The Faithful reef commenced crushing yesterday, they will put through 50 tons before the holidays and the balance 
afterwards. This lot is expected to yield well, but from observations I am afraid the expectation will not be realised. -Gippsland Times 
 
1874, June 11 The return from the Good Hope mine is not a good one, while on several other mines, work has been suspended 
altogether- notably the Ballarat, Faithful, Jeweller’s Shop, and Newcastle. -Gippsland Mercury 

 
Leases 
 
Name  Nelson 
 
Location  RH branch Good Luck Ck 
 
Lease Number 94 
 
Applicant  Robert Earl, John M. Christie 
 
Date Applied 19.12.64 
 
Area, acres 24.3.6 
 
Investment   £8000 
 
Rental       £24/15/- 
 
Gazetted  7.4.65 
 
Employment- First 6 months 4 
                       Subsequently 20 
 
Void  28.9.66  
 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



1867, October 29 A new reef has been discovered this week on the Harp of Erin spur by Mr Nevins. Beyond the finding of the reef, no work 
has been done as yet, so that it would be premature to venture an opinion as to its value. The stone on the surface shows a little gold.-Gippsland 
Times  
 
1867, December  10 A small crushing from the new reef on the Harp of Erin spur was put through the Mornington mill, the yield being too small 
to pay for raising.-Gippsland Times  
 
1867, December 14 Mr Nevins’ reef crushed 10 tons, which yielded 7 dwt to the ton.-Gippsland Times   

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.

GOOD LUCK   
 
  Crooked River   111 696 
 

Called the ALPINE in 1880 
 
 A well preserved track leads from Good Luck Creek, from the possible site of Thiel Town, to the mine. 
 Only one surface working, probably collapsed, was found, nothing being visible uphill. However the adit goes well 

beyond this. 

 

 
 

Nelson adit 



Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



 

 
 

     
 

Good Luck entrance 
 

 
 

under collapsed rise 
Mines Register 
 
622 Good Luck Ck                1865 4 10 T. Daniel & Co Tunnelling claim  
861 Good Luck Ck  Good Luck 1865 11 10 H. M. Pearson- bailiff in Court- whole interest 
of G. Howe 1 N transferred to  William  Louis 
993 Good Luck Ck  Good Luck 1865 12 26 A. R. McKenzie 1/4 transferred from  G. T. 
Jones 
3 Crooked River  Good Luck Ck Alpine 1880 1 2 William  P. Kennedy, W. L. Paine, David Christy, 
T. M. Arncliffe known as Good Luck reef 
49 Crooked River  Good Luck Ck  1895 4 19 Henry Harrison 2 a mill site N of Good Luck 
mine on Good Luck Ck 

 
Mining Surveyor's Reports 
 
June 1864  During the last quarter several highly auriferous quartz reefs have been discovered on the Crooked River which bid fair to equal anything discovered in the Buckland 
Division.  These reefs have been named “The Pioneer,” situate about one mile above the junction of the Crooked and Wonnongana Rivers, the “Jeff. Davis,” and the “Good Luck” Reefs, on Good Luck 
Creek, Crooked River, and the “Oriental,” and “Golden Bar” Reefs, situate on the Crooked River, both of them nearly opposite the junction of the Good Luck Creek. 
 
December, 1885 
A claim at Good Luck, which is well thought of by some, has been lately pegged out, but work has not yet been commenced on it. 
 

Newspaper Reports 
 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



 

1864, June 28 Eight miles up the Crooked River a number of new reefs are opened, called the Good Luck, Good Hope and Golden Cave 
reefs. The first is the only one which makes a good show.-Argus 
 
1864, July 1 see Argus June 28  - Gippsland Guardian 
 
1864, July 6 (from the Mountaineer, July 2) No 4, the good Luck, produces fair specimens, but pretty high above water power, and the 
Good Hope, No 5, ditto. Water races will be of little use, nothing less than machinery will do here. -Argus 
 
1864, July 7 On the Good Luck reef, I learn that the prospects are such as to encourage the prospectors to commence permanent work-
Ovens & Murray Advertiser  
 
1864, July 22 I have not visited the Jeff Davis and Good Luck reefs since my last, but from reliable sources….-Gippsland Times  
 
1864, June 3 three new reefs have been discovered in the last fourteen days- the second one is running from the Good Luck Creek and 
has been named the Good Luck Reef.. The discoverer is Mr George Lichtfield. -Gippsland Times 
 
1864, June 10  At the commencement of last week the Good Luck fell considerably in the estimation of the claim holders there but on 
Thursday last some very good stone was struck which so satisfied the reefer that they have set in actively to work Mr Daniels intends 
erecting….near the reef. -Gippsland Times 
 
1864, June 24 The Good Luck Reef is also progressing. Yesterday Mr Daniels showed me several specimens taken from this reef, which 
contained large quantities of coarse payable gold. -Gippsland Times 
 
1865 The Good Luck Co have applied for a lease of their ground-Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's Creek Advertiser  
 
1865, September 5 The Good Luck reef has been turning out some fine stone lately. Not only is the quartz well impregnated with the precious 
metal, but the sandstone and slate on either side of the reef gives good prospects when washed in the dish. -Gippsland Times 
 
1865, September  20 The shareholders in the Good Luck Reef are now making arrangements for machinery being put on their claim, 
the whole thing is pending the report of a gentleman on the hill, which there is not the least doubt will be favourable, when machinery will be 
immediately got up. The Good Luck Reef has been opened more than twelve months, the shareholders working constantly from the day it was 
opened until the present time, sometimes in as much as ten feet thick of solid stone, so that there is a large quantity of rich quartz laying on the 
surface awaiting the erection of machinery. -Gippsland Times 
 
1865, October 25 
 

-Gippsland Times 
 
1865, November 25 
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-Gippsland Times 
 
1866, February 1 There is a great want of a good machine on Good-Luck Creek. Anyone erecting plant in the neighborhood of the Good-Luck 
Reef would be amply repaid as the largest reefs in our district are situate in that locality, and claimholders would be only too glad to guarantee 
any one erecting a mill all their crushings. -Gippsland Times 

 
1866, February 22 There is a great outcry for a crushing machine on the Good Luck Creek, somewhere in the neighbourhood of the Good 
Luck Prospecting Claim, as several first-class claims are now proving themselves in that locality. It is a great pity such a really enterprising claim 
as the Good Luck Prospecting Claims should he lying idle for the want of capital. I do not think I get beyond the mark in stating there are 200 
tons of good payable stone risen on the claim, and 200 tons more on each side of the shaft which only want taking out, making a total of 600 
tons that can be seen, this alone ought to pay the expenses of erecting a machine, and if once on the ground, in the event of the Good Luck reef 
not being able to keep the mill constantly employed, there are plenty of reefs adjoining that would be only too glad to have the opportunity of 
paying for crushing their stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1866, August 29 Daniell's party are keeping on in the Luck's All. The erection of machinery on this creek, which has long been felt such a 
want, and which has so often been talked of in connection with the Mountaineer and Good Luck claims, seems to have advanced no farther than 
the talking point. While it rests there, no great improvement can be looked for in that neighbourhood, as the existing machines are too remote 
to enable the holders of only moderately rich claims to take advantage of them.-Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's Creek 
Advertiser  
 
1867, April 23 I this week visited the Good Luck and from all I saw would not advocate the erection of machinery for this claim at present 
until the value of the stone has been proved by crushing. There is a large quantity of stone lying on the surface, and the reef itself is a good size 
but the appearance of the stone will not warrant the erection of machinery, and I would advise crushing a portion of the stone already out 
before going to any expense. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, October  22 An offer has been made by the joint owners of the Jeff Davis machine to pack and crush the Good Luck Company’s stone, 
paying all expenses and allowing the company 5 per cent; and another party has offered 15 per cent. Neither has yet been accepted by the 
company. There is about 150 tons stone already out on this company’s claim, and I think the offer of 15 per cent a very fair one. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1867, November 3 The Good Luck reef has been taken on tribute by Messrs Bain and Daniels at ten per cent of the gross yield. They have 
called for tenders for packing 100 tons to the Jeff Davis machine. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, November  12 The Good Luck tributors have not yet received any tenders for packing stone to the Jeff Davis machine. -Gippsland Times 
 
1867, November  19 The Good Luck reef on tribute- The tributors have not as yet obtained a tender for packing the stone to the Jeff Davis. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1869, November 5 Good Luck Quartz-crushing Company.-We learn that about 100 tons of stone have been taken out, some portions of which-
have, during the absence of the owners, been removed and crushed with very imperfect appliances, yielding fully an ounce to the ton., Whilst 
looking at the great natural advantages for, cheaply working the mine, a much lower yield would give a handsome profit, as stated by Mr. 
Mitchell in his report. A large quantity of stone could at once be taken out, and we understand that the promoters, have under offer to them a 
plant of machinery now in the immediate neighborhood at a very moderate cost, which could be moved and erected on the Good Luck Creek at 
once. -Gipps Land Times-Argus 
 
1869, November 6 
PROSPECTUS of the GOOD LUCK QUARTZ: 
CRUSHING and MINING COMPANY, 
Situate on the Good Luck Creek, Crooked River  
(To be Registered.) 
Capital-£12,000, in 2400 Shares of £5 Each. 
PROVISIONAL DIRECTORS. 
George Gibson, Esq., Hayfield Plains. Denis O'Brien, Esq., Cowwarr. W. W. Liddiard, Esq., Sale. W. H. Bray, Esq , Sale. 
Henry Dickens, Esq , Sale. 
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Frederick Hutchison, Esq., Sale. George T. Jones, Esq , Sale. 
Bankers-The Bank of Victoria, 
Secretary pro tem.-Henry Thomas, Sale. 
BROKERS. 
Gordon Evans, Esq., Melbourne. 
Pearson, English, and Peck, Sale. Henry Thomas, Esq , Sale. 
R. S. Taylor, Esq., Walhalla. J. E. Dobson, Esq, Walhalla. 
The company's property will comprise a lease of 17 acres on the Good Luck Creek, in the Crooked River district, on which a shaft has been sunk 
to a depth of about 96ft. through payable gold-bearing quartz, and has every appearance of a continuous and promising reef. 
The facilities for working the mine are very great, being only about 400 yards from a permanent running creek (viz., Good Luck), and the 
auriferous nature of the locality and appearance of the reef are well-known to miners and others in the district. 
The following is the report of Josiah Mitchell, Esq., engineer to the Good Hope Company: 
"September, 1869. 
“I have visited the claim, and measured the depth of shaft and pitch of the hill. The shaft is down 95ft., and underlays 1ft. to 8ft. Sixty feet down 
the reef takes a sudden dip, to all appearance nearly vertical. In the shaft the reef is about ?in. wide, and from the nature of the ground, the 
quartz could be taken out at very small cost. A tunnel 230ft. in length would strike the vein 50ft. below the dip, and I think could be driven at 
from 15s. to 20s. per foot. A machine site is marked out offering a good natural advantage for a tramway. With the advantages offered. I think 
8dwt to the ton would pay a handsome profit." 
The proprietors reserve to themselves 400 paid-up shares, and offer to the public 2000 shares at par, 10s. to be paid on application, and 10s. on 
allotment. Of this, the sum of £1300 will be placed to the credit of the company, the balance being retained for the expenses incurred by the 
promoters in obtaining the property, and the preliminary costs of starting the company. Arrangements have been made for the purchase of a 
plant of crushing machinery, at a very low cost, and It is confidently anticipated, from the quantity of gold-bearing stone now visible in the shaft, 
that the capital proposed will be ample to put the property in full working order, but should any further call be required the same shall not 
exceed two shillings and sixpence per month. 
The share-list will be closed on the 15th November, 1869, after which a meeting of the shareholders (of which notice will be given will be held, 
for the purpose of adopting a deed of association, and the appointing of directors, &c. 
To the Provisional Directors of the Good Luck Quartz crushing and Mining Company, North Gipps Land. 
Gentlemen, 
 I hereby request that you will allot me shares in the above named company, which I agree to accept, or any less number that may be 
allotted to mo. I enclose the sum of £ , being the deposit. per share on ? shares, and I agree to pay the Sum of 10s. per share on allotment ; and I 
further agree to sign the deed of settlement of the company when called on. 
Name. Address. Ocoupation. No. of shares. Signature. Date. .  
Applications for shares to be made to the Secretary of the Good Luck Quartz-crushing and Mining Company, Sale, North Gipps Land ; or to Mr. 
Gordon Evans, Hall of Commence, Melbourne. _-Argus 
 
1869, December 9 The Good Luck Company are seemingly very quiet up to the present; they have made no stir to start working. There is no 
doubt this mine is well worth prospecting, and could be proved with a small capital.  -Gippsland Times 
 
1870, January  11 The Good Luck Prospecting claim have raised twenty tons of stone, taken from each side of the shaft, which it is intended to 
crush as a trial, but this will be anything but a fair trial of the mine, and should it prove anything like payable it will greatly enhance the value of 
the mine. -Gippsland Times 
 
1880, January 7 Our long abandoned quartz mines are being occupied in every direction. We have now in work the Good Hope, Mitchell, 
Uncle Tom, Jeweller's Shop, Mountaineer (now Lone Hand), Good Luck (now Alpine), and Little Venture. We have pegged out and registered, 
and will shortly have mentioned, the Rose and Shamrock, Palmerston, Success (now Consolation), and the Republic. -Gippsland Times 
 
1880, January 14 Mr James Lawler has now possession of four claims, viz., Rose and Shamrock, Palmerston, Good Luck, and 
Mountaineer, which on registering were re-named the Ballarat, Australian, Alpine, and Lone Hand, respectively. Of course it is open to any 
persons who take up a claim to call it by what name they choose, but this chopping and changing of names worries a correspondent who has 
known the mines for many years under their old names. Moreover, those of your readers who were formerly residents of this place, who were 
possibly shareholders in some of these mines, and who still take an interest in knowing about them, are all abroad with these new names, for in 
the majority of these cases nine-tenths of them do not know what mine is alluded to. For my own part, I wish they would retain the 
old names. Work in the Lone Hand is being vigorously pushed ahead, the old timber in the tunnels being replaced with new. The water has been 
brought on to the mill site.-Driving an extension of tunnel in the Rose and Shamrock is to be let by contract.-Men are to go on this week in the 
Palmerston-Gippsland Times 

 
1895, May 9 
 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



 

-Gippsland Times 
 
1895, July 23 There is about to be another battery erected at Grant shortly, the site being at Good Luck Ck, known as the Good Luck, kept 
and owned by Wilkinson and Grady. The successful tenderers for carting the machinery from Sale are Messrs Hurley and Coloe of Dargo. 
  Wilkinson and Traill, at Good Luck, are about to expend £1100 on machinery. The company is supposed to have obtained 
8oz to the ton, but the actual result is A MYSTERY, except to those immediately concerned.-Omeo Telegraph  
 
1896, July 7  The Good Luck reef, Good Luck Creek, will make another start directly the race is cleaned out. The claim has been 
suspended some time; they now have a quantity of stone at grass ready for crushing. The battery is driven by water power. -  Omeo Standard 

 
Leases 
 
Name  Good Luck Quartz Mining Co  

 
Location  Crooked River  
 
Lease Number 801 (Beechworth) 
 
Applicant  George Thomas Jones 
 
Date Applied 4.4.66 
 
Area, acres 17.2.15 
 
Investment   £20 000 
 
Rental      £17/17/- 
 
Employment- First 6 months  3 
                       Subsequently  4 
 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



 

Void  14.10.70   
 
 
  
Name  Good Luck Co 
 
Location  Good Luck Ck Crooked River  
 
Lease Number 2750 
 
Applicant  John A. Smith 
 
Date Applied 6.8.96 
 
Area, acres 21.1.33 
 
Investment   £1000 
 
Rental      £15/7/4 
 
Gazetted  19.2.97 
 
Eased  13.4.97 15y 
 
Employment- First 6 months 4 
                       Subsequently 1 
 
Void  2.3.00    
 
Surrendered 
 
OTHER  3.2.99 x Smith- application for transfer to Good Luck Gold Mining Co NL    
 
SUSPENSIONS 29.10.97 3 m 4 men 
  13.12.97 3 m 
  22.9.98 3 m 4 men 
  10.2.99 3 m 4 men 
  4.7.99 to 1.9.99 
  18.1.00 3 m 

Battery Site 
 
 The battery site, registered in 1895 as north of the Good Luck, is possibly amidst alluvial workings by the creek at 
11427, 69829. This is a cut with an extensive area of what appears to be battery sand extending downstream parallel to the 
creek.   Above it is a trench (possibly alluvial) with a bolt with a perpindicular spike (for fixing into the end of a piece of 
wood), metal flumes and steel cable. 
 
 

Reproduced from  research material collected by Fred Sargent, with permission.



Good Luck battery was accessible from Grant or Stonewall junction by Mining Track 276

           “G4473_track-276_plan” Downloaded from  Geological Survey of Victoria, Earth Resources Policy and Programs 



General Caveats 

Because of the intervening years since our field visits in 2007, and rapid regrowth, sites 
described in these pages may no longer be easily or safely visited. 

Adits and shafts may be unstable, or contain foul air. We do not recommend entering adits or 
shafts.

Your preparation should include a carefully prepared backpack.  In particular please note:- 

Walking in these areas, off defined tracks, is dangerous. It is in no way what most would 
understand as regular “bushwalking” In at many places we found shafts hidden, with no visible 
mullock;  One of these is in the gully where you would naturally walk from the road to the Union 
adit, and looks as if it may be an air shaft about 30m deep. Another is on Britannia spur between 
upper and lower Britannia adits. Probably the deepest shaft, with fish-fern covering the shaft, is 
at the Hibernia.

At this altitude, even in summer, the weather can change in an instant from fine and warm to an 
icy blizzard. Take appropriate clothes in your backpack. 

The steepness of spurs, and remoteness of sites, requires fitness. Finding some of these mines 
is nothing like normal bush walking on formed and known trails. 

In particular, the amount of water you will need through a Summer’s day is more than you may 
think.  A packet of water purifying pills in your kit is good insurance.

Isolation means help is not going to be easy to find. Plan accordingly. Leave accurate maps of 
your intentions. Arrange for adequate communications, including a personal distress beacon. 

Carry a GPS and maps, with a backup compass. Some gullies are so steep your GPS, distress 
beacon, or sat-phone will not work correctly. Scrub has become so thick in places you can easily 
become totallydisoriented.

Snakes are not a real problem, except that on traversing steep slopes, your head may be very 
close to “baskers.” 

We have stumbled across huge European Wasp nests. Disturbing one may be a disaster. Wear 
a hat with a drop net, and have anti-histamine pills in your pack. Not equal to an epi-pen, but may 
be sufficient to save a  life. (NOT medical advice, get your own. Just noting my practice) 

Stumbles, trips and slips possibly present the greatest worry. A broken bone in isolated country is 
a major! Consider a walking party size of at least four for remote walks, so no one has to be left 
unaccompanied.

Some adits have a winze (shaft) in the floor. Carry a good torch! 

Some regrowth is so thick that visibility may only be a metre. Keep together! 

Of concern to many who now walk in remote bush is the wild dog, or more particularly, packs of 
wild cross bred dogs. How you prepare for this is up to you. I see the air horn is popular in the 
USA, but I now carry lightweight take-apart rifle.  

Essential! Learn to use a walking pole. The extra balance point and leverage makes descendng 
steep slopes easy. 



(General caveat, continued)
Parks Victoria warns against entering mines.

Apart from danger from rock falls, we again draw your attention to hazards that may not
be evident.

1. Winze on the floor of an adit, covered with planks that are now  rotten. Photo, below right is 
on the floor of the Triumph adit. Similar in Good Hope #4 adit, and upper Britannia adit.

2. Shafts not marked, or not evident.
   Example:- As you walk off the Union Spur Track down the gully to the Union mine, 
there is an air shaft, about 30m deep. It has absolutely no mullock heap  to flag its presence. 
Photo, below left,  was taken after the fires, but at our last visit this shaft is hidden in light 
bracken.  

3. Erosion around open cuts. This picture below shows a one metre overhang (located between 
the Union adit and Grant township), which if walked on would dump you 6m down an open stope.  
 

4. Loose rocks. After the fires, and subsequent downpours, a lot of topsoil washed away, leaving 
whole hillsides covered in “scree”

5. Bad air. Jack Treasure abandoned the Treasury mine because of it, and an early  tragedy at 
Clifton Creek, where two miners died attests that the problem is real. Do a dust test for moving air 
just inside the entrance if you are entering.
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