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What is the Bible?

8

There are atleast 12 Names given in the New Testament

for the Bible.

Each one has a specific emphasis relating to the “message”

it brings.

1. “The Word of God”

— A message backed by God’s authority

Mt 4:4

2. “The Word of the Lord/Christ”

— A message about Jesus Christ. He is central.

Acts 8:25/Col 3:16

3. “The Word of Prophecy”

— A message authored by the Holy Spirit

2 Pet 1:20,21

4. “The Word of the Gospel”

— A message which is Good News to man

Acts 15:7

5. “The Word of Reconciliation”

— A message that calls man to reconcile with God

2 Cor 5:19

6. “The Word of Salvation”

— A message that saves man from sin

Acts 13:26

B
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7. “The Word of God’s Grace”

— A message that builds us up in His Church

Acts 20:32

8. “The Word of Truth”

— A message that exposes Satan’s lies

2 Cor 6:7

9. “The Word of Life”

— A message that expels darkness (v15)

Phil 2:16

10. “The Word of Righteousness”

— A message that leads us in holy living

Heb 5:13

11. “The Word of Faith”

— A message that creates faith on the finished work of

Christ and on the unseen God

Rom 10:8

12. “The Good Word of God”

— A message from God for our good

Heb 6:5

No other Scripture in the world fulfills all these needs in the

lives of men and women. This full-orbed and multi-faceted

benefit of the Bible is because of the fact that the Bible is God’s

very Word, and no one but the Creator knows the needs of His

creation.

We must keep this wholesome view of the Bible in mind in all

types of Bible study.

9

The Benefits of the Bible

Introduction

 The Old Testament presents several stories

of Revival & Restoration.

An outstanding Revival —

Revival under King Josiah —

2 Ki 22-24/ 2 Chr 34,35

2 Ki 22:1 ... 8 years to 39 years ... i.e. 31 years.

  :2 ... Brief testimony about him

2 Chr 34:3,4 ... Thorough purging in Jerusalem ...

The most outstanding event in his reign was the finding

of the Book of God in the Temple —

2 Ki 22:8

He found out the reason for their deplorable condition —

(v13)

This is the true picture of the Church today —

The Book of God is lost in the House of God!

If the Bible is restored to its right place,

all the ills in the Church will be healed!

 Back to the Bible!

The Bible is No.1 bestseller, no doubt;

not how many are sold, but how many are read!

If all the unread Bibles are collected,

no need to print Bibles for another 10 years!

The reason for not using the Bible properly is that

we have not understood its benefits properly.
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Let’s see six of its practical uses —

1. Our Daily Bread

Mt 4:4 ... The first recorded reference

to the Scriptures by Christ

eg) Job 23:12 ... A necessity, not just a nicety!

Strengthening of the inner man ... spiritual ills

 Food for the mind

eg) Jesus’ interest in the Scripture gave Him

understanding beyond His years (Lk 2:47,52)

Psalmist — Psa 119:99,100

... “more than my teachers”

Phil 4:8 ... Whatever things are true ...

:7 ... Peace of God thro’ Prayer

:9 ... God of Peace thro’ Scriptures

Use a Bible Reading Calendar.

Consider a day without the Bible as ill-spent —

Psa 1:2 ... Day & Night

Daily Guidance — “Whatever that man does ...”

(LIGHT) “The Lord knows the way of the righteous”

 Health to the body

Mt 8:8,16 ... Jesus healed the sick thro’ His Word

Psa 107:20 ... He sent His Word and healed them

(Get a Study Bible & a Bible Dictionary)

2. Highway of Holiness

Jn 17:17 ... Sanctify them by Your truth

 15:3 ... Clean by the Word

Paul says the same: “Christ washing by Word” (Eph 5:26)

Psa 12:6 ... Purity ... like silver purified 7 times!

It is opposed to all malice — 1 Pet 2:1,2

An antidote for backsliding —

Psa 19:7-13 ... errors ... secret faults ...

presumptuous sins ... great transgression

 A mirror that exposes (Js 1:23-25)

A scalpel that penetrates (Heb 4:12,13)

It brings on us an irresistible conviction

(2 Ki 22:11 ... tore his clothes)

Sin will keep us from the Bible, or the Bible will keep us

from sin! Psa 119:104 ... I hate every false way ...

— especially, youngsters (v9)

Do not just read the Book;

let the Book read you!

3. Sword of the Lord

How Jesus defeated Satan —

“It is written” — Mt 4:4,7,10

When the devil quoted a Scripture, Jesus said —

“It is also written!”

These 3 temptations are representative —

a) Stones — lust of flesh — good to eat

b) Kingdoms — lust of eyes — good to see “The World”

c) Tower — pride of life — be like gods

We can overcome these when the Word abides in us —

1 Jn 2:14b,16

World  x  Word

— Bondage to certain habitual sins —

Jn 8:32-34 ... Truth makes you free!
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We can dethrone Satan by this Sword —

Rev 2:12,13a (Pergamus)

— The Banner the Spirit raises against the flood-like

invasion of the Enemy ... Isa 59:19,21

4. Unshakable Foundation

This is an age of uncertainty and instability,

but the Bible is the Rock of all Ages —

eg) End of Sermon on the Mount ...

Foundation on sand or rock? (Mt 7:24-27)

What is sinking sand? —

a) Traditions —

Mt 15:3-6 ... Jesus chided the religious leaders

of His day

Jesus was crucified because

He opposed unscriptural traditions.

We need another Martin Luther.

The Bible does not get its authority from the Church,

but vice versa!

What the Bible says is more important

than what the Church believes!

In the beginning was the Word ... NOT the Church

b) Human reasoning —

eg) Sadducees — No faith in the supernatural

Mt 22:23-33 ... Mistaken, because ... Word of God

 and Power of God not known

Paul to Corinthians —

Wisdom of men vs. Power of God (1 Cor 2:4)

c) Novel doctrines —

Jesus: “Many false prophets ... deceiving many”
(Mt 24:4,5,11) — last days!

Paul: “doctrines of demons” — 1 Tim 4:1

“Angel of light ... ministers of Righteousness”

(2 Cor 11:13-15)

Another Jesus ... different spirit ... different gospel (v4)

How can we imagine a Church ordaining homosexuals?

5. Textbook on Prayer

King Josiah’s restoration of true worship was according

to the Book of God that was found out! —

2 Ki 23:21

Josiah’s Passover was the best ever —

2 Chr 35:17,18

 Jesus prayed according to the Scripture

eg) To Peter: “Can I not pray to My Father to send Me

  thousands of Angels ...

   How then will the Scripture be fulfilled?”

 Prayer must be according to the will of God.

The Word of God is the Will of God.

Prov 28:9 ... Abominable prayer

Jn 15:7 ... Acceptable ... (If My Words abide in you...)

eg) Daniel prayed according to what’s written

in the Book of Jeremiah —

Dan 9:2,3/10:12 ... “Instantly heard!”

 Many of us are like the Samaritan woman —

“You worship what you know not” (Jn 4:22)

Only the Bible tells us everything about God!

Prayerless study will be dry;

Studyless prayer is dangerous.



Prayer becomes deeply meaningful

when we speak to God with an open Bible.

6. Builders’ Plumbline

There’s mushrooming of ministries everywhere;

but where’s the Bible pattern?

Noah built the ark according to God’s plan (Gen 6:22).

Moses built the tabernacle according to God’s pattern

(Ex 39:42,43).

No athlete reveives the medal if the rules are violated

(2 Tim 2:5)

The Bible is God’s blueprint for building His Kingdom.

The apostles often asked the question —

 “What does the Scripture say?”

eg) “The words of the Prophets agree...” (Acts 15:13-15)

They testified —

“We dare not think beyond what’s written!” (1 Cor 4:6)

 Beware of extra-Biblical revelations and experiences!

Not what we build, but how we build it —

“... Each man’s work ... Fire shall test ...

gold ... silver ... wood ... hay ...”

  (1 Cor 3:12,13)   (Fast work if wood and hay)

Heaven & Earth pass away, but the Word never! (Mk 13:31)

 Conclusion

Our greatness ... (Dt 4:8) ... statutes, judgments, law

God has magnified His word above all His Name ...

(Psa 138:2b)

Resolve today

that you will make Bible your best companion.

“England made a Shakespeare,

but the Bible made England!”  — Victor Hugo (1802-1885)
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The Supremacy of the Scriptures

Introduction

 We’re talking about recession.

— That may be the problem of the world,

which affects ECONOMY.

But there’s a greater problem which affects ETERNITY —

i.e. the famine for the WORD of God.

Am 8:11,12 ... Not for bread and water —

i.e. There’s material prosperity, but spiritual poverty

Though folks run from here and there for meetings ...

No doubt there’s a population explosion in the Church;

but I’m bothered by the spiritual poverty

and Biblical illiteracy which are on the rise everyday.

 Of all the names of Christian ministries worldwide,

the best one perhaps is —

“Back to the Bible”

— founded by Dr. Theodore H. Epp (1907-1985)

Yes, coming “back to the Bible” is the remedy for all

spiritual ills.

Why I believe in the

Supremacy and Indispensability of the Bible —

1. Revival

The Bible is the Key to Revival.

— “Revive me according to Your Word”

Psa 119:25,107,154 (Repeated thrice)
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— The Spirit fell on all those who heard the Word

Acts 10:44 ... Cornelius family

— The Spirit entered Ezekiel when God spoke to him

Ezek 2:2

— The Spirit entered dry bones when Ezekiel prophesied

Ezek 37:10

— Showers vs. Floods

Jesus blew the Holy Spirit on the disciples (Jn 20:22)

The devil pours out floods out of his mouth (Rev 12:15)

Mere awakening is not revival;

it must bring people “back to the Bible” —

— King Josiah (2 Ki 22:8/Passover 23:21,22)

— “The Word I speak are Spirit and life!” (Jn 6:63)

— Revivals which died out too soon.

— Revivals which brought in strange fires.

2. Praise & Worship

The Bible is the Basis for Worship.

— Psa 138:2 ... Worship ... Word ... Name ...
— Col 3:16 ... Word ... richly ... songs ...

Why most of the modern songs do not stand

the test of time.

They say “special” songs;

but they are anaemic, nothing special.

Not rich in Biblical content.

— Revival of Ezra & Nehemiah — Neh 9:3 (WordWorship)

— Word leads to Worship

eg) Emmaus disciples & other disciples

Lk 24:27,45,51-53

Scriptures ... worshipped ... praising God

— Various Names of God are used in Worship;

but the climax: “The Word of God” (Rev 19:13)

3. Gifts of the Spirit

The Bible is the Guidebook for Gifts.

— 1 Cor 12:8 ... The first two of the 9 Gifts —

WORD of Wisdom

WORD of Knowledge

— 2 of 3 Temptations for operation of Gifts

(Bread + Tower) ... But, “It is written”

— Prophesying — 1 Pet 4:10,11

“as the oracles of God”

— Too many abuses of gifts corrected by the Word

1 Cor 14:36,37

— Prophesying — Popular

The first and second of the three benefits —

1 Cor 14:3

1. Edification

2. Exhortation

3. Comfort

But too much on the 3rd one.

4. Miracles

The Bible is the Secret of Miracles.

— Signs are to confirm the WORD,

not the worker or the ministry (Mk 16:20)

— Power of God ... as Jesus was teaching —

Lk 5:17 (An unusual miracle — paralytic vv18,26)

Multitudes had gathered to hear the Word (v1)

A great miracle — catch of fish —

“At your Word” (v5)

Similarly Mary — “according to Your Word” (Lk 1:38)
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— Unusual miracles by Paul thro’ preaching the Word

(Acts 19:10-12)

— The first miracle in the Bible:

God created the heaven and earth by His Word.

This is the first in the Faith Chapter! (Heb 11:3)

— John the Baptist:

He performed no miracles but he had a message.

He did not heal people, but raised a dead nation —

(Jn 10:41,42)

5. Sanctification & Perfection

The Bible is the Means of Sanctification.

Cleansing is by the Blood of Jesus;

but the ongoing sanctification is primarily by the Word:

— Jn 17:17 ... Sanctify thro’ ... Truth ... Word

Earlier Jesus said, “You are already clean by the Word”

  Jn 15:3

— Washing of water by the Word

Corporate cleansing ... Eph 5:25-27

— The Bible:

Mirror ... It exposes        (Js 1:23,24)

Sword ... Scalpel ... It separates (Heb 4:12,13)

Even when temptations are most intense ...

Psa 119:9 ... How can a young man ...

The Bible prevents backsliding (Psa 19:10-13) ... warned

6. Spiritual Experiences

The Bible is the Test for Experiences.

— Once Christians were too objective without

experiential knowledge.

Now too subjective —

i.e. conclusions are drawn from experiences.

But Peter ... 2 Pet 1:16-21 ... Transfiguration

— Visions & Dreams (Jer 23:28,29) ... grains ... chaff

— Extra-Biblical stuff

1 Cor 4:6 ... Not to think beyond what’s written

(Biblical boundary)

— Christ & Apostles:

“What does the Scripture say?”

(Rom 4:3; Gal 4:30)

— Experiences on the Day of Pentecost —

“This is that ... SPOKEN by Prophet ...” (Acts 2:16)

Similarly experiences of Cornelius & family

Acts 15:13-15 ... Quoted by James from Amos

“With this the words of prophets agree ... as written”

— Deep stirrings by the Word (Lk 24:27,32) ... burning ...

7. Doctrines

The Bible is the Source of Doctrines.

— The Church gets its authority from the Word;

not vice versa.

— Our Churches have too many doctrines which are based

on traditions rather than the truth of God’s Word:

Even in Jesus’ time —

Mt 15:3,6,9 ... vain worship ...

Yes, in course of time traditions replace the Truth.

— Doctrinal confusions because of Word-neglect

eg) 7 brothers & 1 woman ... (Mt 22:29)

— We cannot improve on God’s ways.
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eg) Touching the ark —

Cart ... shoulders ...

1 Chr 13:7-11/15:12-15

David burnt the cart and sacrificed those bulls.

— These sayings of Mine ... Rock & Sand (Mt 7:24-27)

— Time will come ... fables ...

Therefore, Preach the Word (2 Tim 4:2-4).

 Condition Today

— Solid Bible Teaching rare.

— Pastor-Teachers doing other things

a) Administration

b) Building Projects

c) Mostly evangelistic messages

— No Teaching-priest ...

2 Chr 15:3

But deliverance ministry plenty (v4)

Short-term benefits!

 Conclusion

Individuals : Spend sufficient time in Bible Meditation.

: Use Study Bibles & Study Aids

Churches: Give priority to Bible Teaching.

Not just excitement, but enrichment.

Teach people “how” to study the Bible.

1 Pet 1:24,25 ... grass ... flower ... Word

Context: Birth (v23)/Growth (2:2)

7069

How to receive Bible Teaching

 Text: Nehemiah Chapter 8

Ezra: Rebuilding of the Temple

Nehemiah: Rebuilding of the Wall

We are in times of Restoration.

The textbook for Restoration is the Holy Bible: Acts 15:15

How to hear/receive Bible teaching or preaching:

Lessons from Nehemiah 8 —

1. Oneness in spirit

“as one man” (v1)

 The word descends like a dew when we stand united

(Psa 133:1-3)

The flow from the teacher will be smooth.

— Let’s forget our cultural, denominational, and linguistic

differences while listening to the Word.

2. Attentiveness

“The ears were attentive” (v3)

Give no room for casualness.

Beware of “I-know-it-all” attitude.

Your casualness will disturb the average and

below-average members in the audience.

Be thirsty!

“from morning till midday” (5 or 6 hours!)

eg) Cornelius: Acts 10:33,34 ... present before God

 God’s promise: Isa 44:3a ... water on the thirsty

Our dryness will be removed.

11
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3. Reverence

“all the people stood up” (v5)

God’s eyes on those who tremble at His Word: Isa 66:1,2

— Soldiers stand up to answer the telephonic call

from their officers.

— How villagers receive the Gospel booklets

(with a cloth on their hands)

 The roaring of the Lion of Judah (Am 3:8)

4. Worshipfulness

“lifting hands ... bowing heads ... worshipping” (v6)

Psa 138:2 ... worship ... Word

33:1-4a ... praise ... sing ... Word

“Worship in the mouth” and “Word in the hand” (Psa 149:6)

Keep murmuring praise when receiving the truth of

God’s Word.

You can even be speaking in tongues “quietly”

during your personal meditation.

That will fill the atmosphere with the fragrance of God

and your mind with the freshness of the Spirit.

“The Word of God is to reveal the God of the Word.”

5. Understanding

“helped to understand ... read distinctly ...

gave the sense ...” (vv7,8)

 The Preachers/Teachers explain.

 The Holy Spirit teaches.

 We must try to understand —

Mt 24:15b ... whoever reads, let him understand

Acts 17:11 ... Homework by Bereans

Parable of the Sower:

— Wayside soil ... “does not understand” (Mt 13:19)

— Good soil ... “understands” (v23)

2 Tim 3:7 ... “always learning and never understanding”

Pray for God’s help — Psa 119:18,19 ... Open my eyes ...

6. Brokenness

“all the people wept” (v9)

This was possibly because they realized how much

they had transgressed against God.

The leaders had to stop people from mourning;

today they have to stop people from laughing!

The Word exposes our hypocrisy (Heb 4:12,13)

The Word sanctifies us (Jn 17:17)

The Word of God is the will of God which is opposed to the

way of the flesh, the world and the devil. We are convicted

by the Word wherever there’s deviation from God’s will.

7. Joyfulness

“Go .. eat ... drink” (v10a)

A proper study of the Scriptures always rejoices the heart—

Psa  19:8a ... statutes ... rejoicing ...

 119:14 ... rejoiced as in all riches ...

The newspapers fill our hearts with gloom

and pessimism,

but the Bible fills us with “that most Blessed Hope.”

Tit 2:13

Billy Graham: “I’m an optimist because

(1918-  )  I’ve read the last book of the Bible!”
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Do not hesitate to jump or shout Hallelujahs

when you understand something exciting!

I make lot of noise (chewing) if the food is tasty!

In Orissa, people make long prayers with

a delicious meal in front of them.

“The joy of the Lord is your strength” (v10b)

8. Sharing

“Send portions for whom nothing is prepared” (vv10,12)

Our privilege of hearing so much of Bible teaching adds

to our responsibility. We must not hoard the grains

but sell them —

Prov 11:24-26

Three groups with whom we must share —

a. Believers

b. Nominal Christians

c. Non-Christians (the Unreached)

“Give and it will be given back to you!”

You understand 50% while hearing;

and the remaining 50% while sharing!

9. Restoration

Use the truths you learn for the Restoration in

the Church —

Whichever denomination you may belong to.

(You are a leader) ... “heads .. priests”

vv13-17

Restoration of the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles

(on booths) with such great joy! (Lev 23:39-43)

Don’t be a status-quoist!

Call folks to the “old paths!”

It’s a difficult job — “Go to the mountain” (v15)

You may become unpopular.

10. Continuation

“day by day from the first day until the last day” (v18)

Consider whatever you learn as an introduction

to your further searching of the Scriptures.

Jonathan Goforth (1859-1936) was greatly used in China

and elsewhere in Revival from 1908 onwards. It is said

that for 19 years he read thro’ his Chinese New Testament

55 times!

Daily delight in God’s Word is the secret of constant

(perennial) fruitfulness —

Not just ‘attacks’ of Bible study!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Maximum Benefit from Bible Meditation

12

Introduction

 “Revive me according to Your Word” (Psa 119:25,107,154)

Bible meditation to take priority:

— Psa 138:2b ... “God has magnified it!”

— Jn 1:1 ... “In the beginning was the Word ...”

— Mk 13:31 ... “Heaven & earth will pass away but ...”

— Mary vs. Martha (Necessary vs. Important)

One main reason why folks are not enthusiastic

enough to spend sufficient time in Bible Meditation:

They have not learnt as to how they can draw

maximum benefit from it.

“How” we hear/read is more important than

“what” we hear/read —

Lk 8:18

How to draw maximum benefit:

1. Receive it as a personal Word.

— Mt 26:21,22 ... “Lord, is it I?”

— Rev 2 & 3 (2:11,17,29; 3:6,13,22)

“He who has an ear ... Churches”

— Hos 8:12 ... “FOR him ... strange thing”

— eg) Jesus took the entire Bible personally:

Heb 10:5-7 ... “Written about ME ...”

For what? “To do Your WILL”

God’s Word is God’s Will for our personal lives.

Ask these questions about the passage —

What does this passage say

a) About me?

b) About my relationship with others?

c) About my responsibility to the world?

— Receive with “meekness” (Js 1:21)

... an attitude of submission

... a spirit of brokenness (Isa 66:1,2)

— Receive it as the very Word of God

The “faith” element (Heb 4:2)

— The attitude matters ...

eg) Capernaum vs. Nazareth (Mk 6:5,6)

— Even if you are preparing a sermon,

you must be the first beneficiary (2 Tim 2:6)

2. Ruminate the Word again and again.

ruminate = chewing the cud like goats + cows

i.e. Keep the Word in the heart

and meditate it again and again

— Mary “kept” the Word in her heart

Lk 2:19 ... What the shepherds & people said

  :50,51 ... What the Boy Jesus said

— Reading is for a limited period, 30 minutes or 1 hour;

but meditation “day & night” (Psa 1:2)

Not just delighting in the Bible —

but going on meditating it ... “AND”

— We lose the seeds when we do not meditate

Mt 13:4,19 ... Hearing, no understanding.

— The Psalmist’s experience —

Psa 119:97 ... love ... meditate all day

Keep small pocket cards for reminder.
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— Peter was “thinking” about the vision

Acts 10:19 ... Peter ... Spirit ... three men

... inward ... upward ... outward

— It’s like echoing of the Voice of God ...

Psa 62:11 ... God spoke once ... I heard twice ...

— This is where memorisation helps:

Memorisation by Meditation

Meditation by Memorisation

— Meditation is endless

Psa 119:96 ... “exceedingly broad”

3. Refer to Study Aids.

— OT & NT ... 2 lips of God to speak to us

NT concealed in the OT

OT revealed in the NT

Mt 13:52 ... “Treasure ... New & Old”

Isa 34:16 ... “Pairs” ... “SEARCH”

Reference Bibles

The Bible is the Bible’s best Commentary.

Scripture explains Scripture.

— Follow any sermon with personal research.

Acts 17:10-12 ... Even if Paul is the preacher!

This helps intelligent grasp.

Group study in homes.

— Read thro’ the Bible once in 1 or 2 year period.

— No unnecessary/unimportant passage in the Bible

2 Tim 3:16,17

“All Scripture inspired ... profitable”

4-fold profit

— Use Study Bibles like

NKJV Study Bible
ESV Study Bible
NIV Study Bible
Life Application Study Bible

Why?
Paul  Timothy  faithful men  others

(2 Tim 2:2)
Not everyone gets revelation directly like Paul.

God has given “teachers” ... for equipping (Eph 4:11-13)

Overall grasp —
Overview ... “Unlocking the Bible” by David Pawson

“Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible”

If we don’t study well,
our “cutting” (interpretation) will not be proper —

2 Tim 2:15 ... rightly dividing the Word of God

4. Reform your life according to the Bible.

— When we read the Bible,
the Bible reads us!

It’s a mirror: Js 1:23
Self-deception (vv22-24)
True liberty (v25)

It’s a scalpel: Heb 4:12,13
It punishes disobedience (v11)

— Keep looking for specific areas to obey:
eg) John the Baptist (Lk 3:10-14)

— Take its warnings seriously (Psa 19:11)

If you are careless,
“Errors” (v12)
“Secret faults” (v12)
“Presumptuous sins” (v13)

“Great transgression” (v13)
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— Sin will keep you away from the Bible;

the Bible will keep you away from sin.

(Psa 119:9,11; 1 Pet 2:1,2)

— The Bible is the “Word of Grace”

Acts 20:32

New every morning ... Lam 3:23

but don’t receive it in vain ... 2 Cor 6:1,2

— Experience a cleansing by the Word

Jn 17:17 ... Sanctify them by Your Word

Not condemnation

but conviction!

eg) Simon Peter vs. Judas Iscariot

— Do not postpone obedience

Every obedience gets new revelations:

“He who has, more will be given him” (Mk 4:24,25)

5. Remove all hindrances to fruitbearing.

— The Word is the Seed.

Our heart is the field.

Stones and thorns must be removed.

What are the “stones & thorns?”

a) Bad company Psa 1:1,2 — Teaching

Jer 15:16,17a — Testimony

i.e. The  ways of the world ... the pomp & show (fashions)

of the world (1 Pet 1:24,25)

b) Love of money/over-anxiety over material needs —

Mt 13:22 ... riches ... choking the Word

Divine riches don’t come to us if we are not good stewards

of earthly blessings — (Lk 16:11) ... A challenge!

Can we testify we love the Word more than gold?

(Psa 119:72) ... 1000s of kilograms of gold

Or, is it only a theory?

c) Faulty relationships

1 Pet 2:1-3 ... be gracious and kind like the Lord

In short, throw away anything that reduces

 your appetite and desire for the Bible.

6. Relate to others what you meditate.

— More the outflow more the inflow.

No stagnation

Col 3:16 ... “teaching” before “singing”

Give and it shall be given ...

I understand 50% while studying;

50% while sharing.

— Sharing is not an option, but obligation

Acts 20:20,26,27 ... house to house ...

not just preaching, but personal sharing

— Thessalonian believers (1 Thess 1:8) ... sounded forth ...

— Do not wait to become perfect (Samaritan Woman)

eg) When you return from a meeting

share your notes with your friends.

eg) Personal testimony —

Whatever I meditated in the morning,

I shared with my College Prayer Group

in the evening (1962-1968).

 Every truth we learn from the Bible is like a talent

5T & 2T ... “Faithful” servants ... Mt 25:20-23

1 Cor 4:1,2 ... “Stewards of mysteries”

 The more we learn the more we must share!

“To whom much is given ...” (Lk 12:48)
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7. Revere the Lord with all knowledge of the Word.

— Turn all knowledge to enhance your “worship”

of the Lord
Word  Worship (Psa 138:1,2)

“read the Book ... worshipped the Lord” (Neh 9:3)

“Word of Christ ... singing” (Col 3:16)

We study the “Word of God” to know the “God of the Word”

— Failure of Jewish leaders (Jn 5:39,40).

Kneeling posture while reading the Bible is helpful.

— Christ in all the Scriptures (Lk 24:27)

Genesis — Seed of the Woman
Exodus — Passover Lamb

Leviticus — Atoning Sacrifice
Numbers — Smitten Rock

Deuteronomy — Prophet
Joshua — Captain of our Salvation

Job — My Redeemer
Psalms — My Song

Proverbs — My Wisdom
Prophets — Prince of Peace

Matthew — King of Jews
Mark — Servant of Jehovah

Luke — Son of Man
John — Son of God

Acts — Lord of the Harvest
Epistles — Lord of the Church

Revelation — Lord of the Nations

The Bible is Christocentric!

 Conclusion

If we follow these steps in Bible Meditation,

the Word will accomplish its full purpose in our lives —
Isa 55:10,11 ... shall not return void

13

Christian Superlatives

Introduction

 Even though the number of believers is increasing rapidly,

most of them are “below average,” or at the maximum,

“average” in their spiritual life —

But God’s will is to go “higher” and “deeper” —

Phil 3:12-16

“Forward” (ahead) ... “Upward” (above)

v12 — What Christ does and I must do.

v15 — “God will reveal”

  i.e. We must have the inner assurance that...

 The primary reason for this “mediocrity” is the lack of

knowledge about the “Superlativeness of Christian Life.”

The Bible speaks of many spiritual superlatives;

we’ll consider 7 of them here —

1. Unapproachable Light

1 Tim 6:16

No one can see God!

But Christ has brought God into us (Jn 1:18)

We can’t approach Him

but He has “dwelt among us” (v14)

Emmanuel = God with us

Not only “with” us, but also “IN” us —

Col 1:27 ... “Christ in us the Hope of Glory”

It’s a mystery, but a miracle!

Not only Christ, but also the Father (Jn 14:23)

“We” will come and make “our” home ...



This is thro’ the Holy Spirit (2 Cor 5:5-7)

Feelings  vs. Fact of God’s Presence

Moses: “What great nation ...” (Dt 4:7)

 Not only unapproachable “light,”

But also unreachable “loftiness” —

Isa 57:15 ... high ... lofty ... revive ...

humble ... lowly ...

Not buildings but bodies —

Isa 66:1,2 ... tremble at My Word ...

Your “body” is the Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19).

2. Indescribable Gift
2 Cor 9:15

Renewed interest today in spiritual gifts.

But Christ is the Gift of gifts!

Rom 8:32 ... If God did not spare His Son ...

When you have Christ,

you have everything

Eph 1:3 ... with Christ all spiritual blessings

Jn 17:10 ... All Mine ... all Yours ... them

Sometimes we have the attitude of the elder son —

“not even a young goat”

But, Lk 15:29,31 ... “Son ... all that I have is yours!”

Two outstanding blessings thro’ this Gift —

a) Forgiveness of sins

Acts 13:38,39 ... what could not be done

by the Law of Moses ...

Total Justification

New Covenant: Jer 31:34c/50:20

Heb 10:15-18

Forgive and remember no more!

Similarly, forgive and cleanse (1 Jn 1:9)

Therefore, BOLDNESS (Heb 10:19) ... Throne of Grace

b) Eternal Life

Rom 6:22,23

It’s a “gift” — Even unconsciously we must not think,

we have merited it.

“By grace ... NOT of yourselves”

Eph 2:7-9 ... Exceeding riches of grace ...

by grace ...

This Eternal Life is actually a “Revelation” —

Jn 17:2,3 ... know You and Jesus Christ ...

This revelation is not by self-study,

but exclusively by Christ Himself —

 Mt 11:25-27 ... wise men ... babes

This “Salvation” had been the subject of Research

by Prophets (1 Pet 1:10,11), and curiosity by Angels (v12)

3. Incomprehensible Peace
Phil 4:6,7 ... peace that passes all understanding ...

Alongwith “grace” (gift of eternal life) comes “peace” —

eg) Greetings in Epistles

Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:3; Gal 1:3 ...

This peace cannot be understood by the world ...

as well as by us!

 There were many difficulties & uncertainties the Philippian

believers faced because they had no “Citizenship” rights

in Philippi. But —

The “Peace of God” because of the “God of Peace”

 (Phil 4:7,9)
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This peace is explained in —

Psa 94:17-19

Will there be no agitations then?

In the world, peace means no-war;

but in Christian life —

Jn 16:33 ... In the world, you shall have tribulation

 ... good cheer ... peace ...

We are “appointed” for affliction —

1 Thess 3:3,4 ... Do not be shaken ...

Here’s where the Tempter tries to take advantage — (v5)

That’s why, “Cast all your anxieties ... roaring lion” —

1 Pet 5:7-9

 If prayer does not bring peace, your prayer is defective —

Mere formality and no reality.

Prayer is not “discussion” with God,

but “dependence” on Him!

Away with casual and not serious prayers.

Joseph Scriven, 1819-1886,

following the death of the 1st fiancee, & then the bride,

writing to his mother —

“O what peace we often forefeit,

O what needless pain we bear ...

All because we do not carry

Everything to God in Prayer!”

See the circumstances in which the hymn was composed!

 Peace is the outcome of fellowship with God (Isa 26:3)

“PERFECT peace”

4. Inexpressible Joy

1 Pet 1:6-9 ... trials ... believing ... rejoice ...

It’s because, Christian life is one of “faith” & not of sight:

“Joy in believing” (Rom 15:13)

 That’s what Paul emphasized often —

“Rejoice IN the Lord” (Phil 4:4)

Everything else is temporary and changing.

 Prophet Habakkuk’s experience —

His life of questions —

Hab 1:2,3,13,14 ... His burden, i.e. confusion ... (v1)

“Why? ... Why? ... Why?”

  2:2 (God’s answer)

“The just shall live by FAITH” (v4)

  3:1 (Prophet’s Prayer and Song)

“Revive, O Lord!” (v2)

“Though the fig tree ...” (vv17-19)

“I’ll rejoice IN the Lord!”

He started with a “sigh” (1:1),

but ended with a “song” (3:19b  Instruments)

When you lose this joy,

you lose your efficiency/effectiveness.

That’s why,

“The joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh 8:10)

 The worldly substitute:

“Laughing Clubs”

Even in laughter ... sorrow (Prov 14:13)
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5. Unutterable Groans

Rom 8:26-30 ... the Spirit Himself ...

We are more conscious of “our” prayers than

the prayers of the “Holy Spirit.”

How do we receive things which we do not “ask” or “think?”

Because of the “power” that works in us — Eph 3:20

i.e. of the Holy Spirit

 Two Helpers in Prayer —

a) Christ advocating (Heb 7:25) (from There)

b) Holy Spirit assisting (Rom 8:26) (from here)

This intercessory ministry of the Holy Spirit “controls”

all that happens to us —

Rom 8:28

good or bad ... expected or unexpected ...

“All things for good”

v29 — To become like Jesus

All the “exceedingly great” promises are for this

purpose only — 2 Pet 1:3,4

“Unimaginable” promises!

6. Innumerable People

Rev 7:9,10 — “nations” — political/geographical

“tribes” — racial

“peoples” — ethnic

“tongues” — linguistic

Here’s a picture of the Universal Church —

How God has raised people from every Nation!

We are part of a “big” family —

Heb 12:22-24 ...

“The General Assembly (festal gathering) and the

Church of the Firstborn who are registered in Heaven!”

The Little Flock gets the Kingdom! (Lk 12:32)

Not just super-power but Supra-power!

Palm Sunday  vs.  Heavenly crowd (Rev 7:10)

Hosanna! = “Save us!” — Political “salvation” (= liberation)

 We cannot understand the L-H-B-D of God’s love

without the company of saints —

Eph 3:17-19 ... 4-D love of God

Encourage ... Exhort ... Edify one another —

Very little in this area — That’s why we’re weak.

It’s against the “Church”

that Hell cannot prevail (Mt 16:18)

 Be a cross-cultural person. Do not polarise.

(Foretaste of Heaven!)

 Never work against another member of the

Body of Christ ...

— It’s self-destruction (Gal 5:15).

— It’s madness (only an insane

person will cut himself!)

“No one hates his own flesh!” (Eph 5:29)

7. Intolerable Day
Mal 3:2

What it will be like: Zeph 1:15

— It will be worse than holocaust.

— It will be worse than tsunami.

— It will be worse than 9/11 ... “high towers” (v16)

 Twofold response:

a) What manner of holiness ...

2 Pet 3:10-12
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Not with a negative fear,

but with a positive hope (v13).

New Heaven & New Earth

b) If we neglect (to proclaim) so great a Salvation ...

Heb 2:2,3

We are called to warn the world of an impending

judgment. Join the move of the Holy Spirit ...

— to convict the world of “Sin”

(Jn 16:8-10) “Righteousness”

“Judgment”

— to call sinners ...

(Rev 22:17) “The Spirit & Bride ... Come!”

Both these combined in —

2 Cor 5:10,11... Judgment Seat...

Persuade men ...

1 Pet 4:17 ... Judgment ... House of God

 ... Obey not the Gospel
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The Unique Aspects of Christian Life

Introduction

Jesus: “One thing is needful” (Lk 10:42)

Paul: “One thing I do” (Phil 3:13)

To keep right focus.

 Christ is unique:

Song of Solomon 5:8-16

10 things: complexion, head, eyes, cheeks, lips, hands,

body, legs, face, mouth ... altogether lovely!

Jesus: “I am THE Way, THE Truth, THE Life, THE Door,

THE Bread, etc.,”

“No one like the God of Shadrach, Meshak ...” (Dan 3:29)

 A Christian is second to none —

Balaam: “No people like them” (Num 23:9,10,23,24)

Pharoah about Joseph: “Can we find such a man like this

who has the Spirit of God?” (Gen 41:38)

 There are atleast 10 unique things of Christian Life —

1. We have the answer to the

Question of Questions.

We have the answer to —

“What must I do to be saved?”

 Acts 16:30,31 ... “Believe!”

Not only to get saved initially,

but also to be saved finally.

i.e. beginning to end — Believe ... Believe ...
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Faith in the Person of Christ.

“The” sin unto death — Unbelief (idolatry)

Sin of sins (1 Jn 5:16,20,21)

2. We have the

Revelation of Revelations.

Mt 16:16-18 ... Christ the Son of the Living God

Any other revelation is surrounding this

central revelation.

The very purpose of the Scripture —

Jn 20:31 ... Jesus is Christ the Son of God

eg) Emmaus disciples (Lk 24:27)

To know “HIM” more and more —

The Pursuit of pursuits ... Phil 3:8,10

Everything counted dung just for that!

3. We have received the
Gift of Gifts.

Rom 8:32 ... If God spared not His Son ...?

When He becomes ours, all of His becomes ours too!

The other gifts are only “because of” Him (Eph 4:7,8)

eg) Jewel vs. Jewel box

The handle comes with the cup!

Every Christian is gifted — with God’s Son!

Not just healing, but the Healer!

Not just salvation, but the Saviour!

Jn 7:37-39 — Beware of a Christless Pentecost!

4. We are blessed with the
Privilege of Privileges.

Dt 4:8 ... My statutes, judgments, law

Rom 3:1,2 ... Chief advantage: Word of God

eg) Peter: “To whom shall we go? You have the Words”

(Jn 6:66-68)

The Responsibility along with the Privilege!

What is the Bible?

— God’s very Word!

— They are “spirit & life” (v63)

— No revision — Cannot be updated; up-to-date

— Eternal but visible (Mk 13:31)

5. We can obey the

Commandment of Commandments.

Religions are burdensome;

but the yoke of Christ is easy (Mt 11:28-30)

The Commandment of Love (Mt 22:35-40)

This Commandment makes other commandments easy!

eg) The first 4 and the next 6 of the 10 Commandments

(Ex 20:1-17)

If this is left out, we will be caught up in legalism,

with all rules and regulations.

If we love Him, we will keep His commandments;

and they are not burdensome! (1 Jn 5:3)

Thou shalt not ... Thou shalt not ... (Ex 20)

The “not”s become “knots!”

6. We can overcome the

Struggle of Struggles.

Rom 7:13-24

i.e. spirit vs. flesh

This is never over.

Failure here means failure everywhere.
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Prov 25:28 — No rule over spirit ...

city without walls

        16:32 — He who rules his spirit is better

than the conqueror of a city.

Daily recknoning of death on the Cross and

claiming the power of resurrection (Rom 6:11-14).

This victory is not possible any other way.

Christians are the only victorious people (Rom 7:24,25)

7. We are given the
Promise of Promises.

Each sect & religion makes promises to its followers;

but the Biblical promise —

2 Pet 1:3,4 ... divine nature ...

1 Jn 3:1,2 ... we shall be like Him

Keep claiming it regularly.

ALL things work together for that (Rom 8:28,29)

8. We can experience the
Joy of Joys.

Isa 56:7 ... Spending time with God (Psa 27:4).

Prov 8:30,31 ... Christ in the Pre-creation period

Other things leave us dry after a short time of enjoyment.

Even too much of honey will make you vomit;

but not the Presence of God —

“In His Presence there is fullness of joy”

Psa 16:11; 21:6

9. We are assigned the
Task of Tasks.

Lk 4:43 — “I must preach in other cities also ...

FOR THIS PURPOSE ...”

Telling folks how to escape hell and enter Heaven.

The “Great” Commission

Not just a Commandment.

We are “commissioned” officers!

1 Tim 1:15 ... The supreme purpose of

Christ’s coming

The very Name: “Jesus” — He shall save people (Mt 1:21)

This task of evangelism more important than

anything else  ... (Acts 1:7,8)

What a privilege to be COWORKERS with God!

(1 Cor 3:9) ... God’s Colleagues!

How youngsters boast of working

for some Multinational Companies!

10. We will have the fulfillment of the

Desire of Desires (Hope of Hopes).

First Coming: Lk 2:28-32 (Simeon)

Second Coming: Hagg 2:6,7

“The Desire of All Nations!”

The last prayer in the Bible —

“Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22:20)

 Conclusion

When Christ comes back,

1. QUESTION —

Man will no more be asking questions,

he would have met Him as the Judge.

2. REVELATION —

Our own eyes shall see Him in all His glory,

and no more partial revelation.
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3. GIFT —

We will be seated in the Throne with Him

inheriting all things.

4. PRIVILEGE —

The mysteries of the Word will be fully understood,

and knowledge perfected.

5. COMMANDMENT —

We will love and serve Him forever and ever

without any distraction.

6. STRUGGLE —

All our struggles would be over

as the Accuser would have been cast down.

7. PROMISE —

We shall be like Him, without any spot or wrinkle.

8. JOY —

We shall be with Him, married to Him in eternal union.

9. TASK —

Every knee shall bow, tongue confess,

and all nations serving Him.

The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord!
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Good, Acceptable & Faithful Sayings

Introduction

 When a truth had to be emphasized,

Jesus used the words: “Verily, verily I say to you”

Similarly Paul used the phrase —

“This is good and acceptable before God” or,

“This is a faithful saying worthy of all acceptance”

Paul was very personal and practical in his letters

to Timothy and Titus.

Seven places where he used this phrase in these Epistles—

(1) 1 Timothy 1:15 ... PERSONAL SALVATION

 A mental acceptance of historical facts not sufficient.

 Not generally as “our” Saviour, but “my” Saviour.

 An inner assurance a must —

Granted by the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:16; Eph 4:30)

 Paul was a blameless law-keeper (Phil 3:4-7),

but he confesses, “I am the chief of all sinners” (1 Tim 1:15)

 John Wesley: “I went to save Red Indians;

but who will save me?”

(2) 1 Timothy 4:9 ... SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES (vv7b-9)

Daily jogging and exercises have become a way of life today.

 Daily Bread

Man shall not live by bread alone (Jesus) ... (Mt 4:4)

Desire the sincere milk (Peter) ... (1 Pet 2:2)

Your word is honey (Psalmist) ... (Psa 19:10; 119:103)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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 Daily Prayer

“Give us this day ...” (Mt 6:11)

Early morning prayer habits of Jesus (Mk 1:35).

Sufficient time, unhurriedly (Isa 40:31).

 Weekly Fasting

OT + NT saints (Moses, Nehemiah, Daniel, Paul)

Church history (Praying Hyde, Rees Howells)

Spiritual warfare (Mt 17:20,21)

 Periodic self-examination

a) “You have (already) searched me” (Psa 139:1-4)

b) “Search me, O God (again)” (vv23,24)

(3) 1 Timothy 5:4 ... GODLY HOME

 “Piety at home”

 God’s basic unit —

Devil’s primary target.

Spirit-filled life = An exemplary family life

(Eph 5:18-21,22 ...)

Relationships —

 Husband & Wife

Parents & Children

 Quality time with the family members

 Family Altar

(The order: God first, Family next, Work third)

(1 Tim 3:4,5)

(4) 1 Timothy 3:1 ... SINCERE WORK

Whatever be the calling ...

eg) Servants ... 1 Tim 6:1; Col 3:22-24

eg) Daniel (Dan 6:3,4)

 First, sincerety; then, skill (Psa 78:72)

Be faithful even in “small things”

(5) 1 Timothy 2:3 ... CHRISTIAN MISSION  (vv1-7)

 Praying for every Country.

Praying for every State.

eg) William Carey kept a World Map

 and prayed regularly for each country.

 Pray for — More workers in the field

— Problems in the work

— New converts

— Suffering saints

— Opposers (Stephen prayed; Saul saved)

 Share the Gospel in all possible ways.

 Support missionary work.

(6) 2 Timothy 2:11,12 ... PATIENT ENDURANCE

 God has one Son without sin,

but no son without scars!

“Don’t think your problem is unique”

— I murmured for a pair of shoes

until I saw a man without feet!

 Beware of the Prosperity Gospel —

Eccl 7:14; 11:7,8 ... prosperity ... adversity ...

 Have a mind to suffer.

Don’t try to escape suffering, but enlist in suffering.

The sanctifying value of suffering —

Heb 12:11-13 ... fruit of righteousness ...

 Bear the Cross, Wear the Crown!

 God’s Rainbow seen thro’ our tears.

 Be anxious for nothing, but ... the PEACE OF GOD ...

(Phil 4:6,7)

Don’t waste your sorrows!

Every time there comes a crisis in my life,

I go deeper and higher and experience a new dimension.
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(7) Titus 3:8 ... GOOD WORKS

 Let your light so shine before men ... (Mt 5:14-16)

— Home

— City

— World

 Saved for works (Eph 2:8,9)

 Meet the urgent (immediate) needs of people (Tit 3:14)

Js 2:14-17

 Help your enemies also — Mt 5:16; 43-45

 Helping the helpless is done to Jesus Himself —

Eternal rewards (Mt 25:31-40)

 Conclusion

The “good ... acceptable ... faithful” sayings,

if obeyed, will bless us with a Life of Rainbow —

1. Personal Salvation

2. Spiritual Disciplines

3. Godly Home

4. Sincere Work

5. Christian Mission

6. Patient Endurance

7. Good Works

Such a life will be truly attractive!
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Vision

Introduction

 Where there’s no vision,

people perish = “lose restraint” (Prov 29:18)

Dictionary meaning of “vision” —

Unusual competence in discernment or

perception/Intelligent foresight/Seeing

as if with supernatural eyes/Mental image

 There was no vision or revelation in the days of Eli

(1 Sam 3:1) — vv2,3 ...

Eli’s eyes dim. The lamp went out.

2:17 ... God’s name dishonoured.

2:22 ... People went astray.

No reverence for sacrifice, etc.

 The backslidden Zion had no “vision” (Lam 2:9)

Vision can vary from individual to individual;

but, basically we must have a five-fold vision

and get it focussed (better & better ... sharper & sharper).

When a person is blind, we cannot talk about short sight

or distant vision!

1. A Vision of the Holiness of God & our nothingness

The greatest discovery is the discovery of oneself.

Most of our problems are because we don’t know ourselves.

We live on assumptions.

This Vision is actually the other side of the Vision

of the All-holy God.

 Isaiah (Isa 6:1-5)

Holy Holy Holy ... I am a man of unclean lips.
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 Job (Job 42:5,6)

Earlier I have heard ... but now I see You

... I abhor myself

 Peter (Lk 5:8)

Miracle catch of fish ... “Depart from me,

for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”

 Paul (Phil 3:8-11)

Christ’s excellencies vs. Paul’s emptiness

All my credentials are nothing but dung

before the excellency of Christ.

God’s awesomeness & our awfulness or awkwardness!

 God uses CRISES to give us this vision.

— Recollect instances when you broke before God

at His miracles/revelation.

— Blessed are those who “mourn” (Mt 5:4).

Not physical problems but spiritual condition (v3)

— High and Lofty ... revive humble and low  (Isa 57:15)

2. A Vision of the Exalted Christ & our position in Him

It’s one thing to “have” all ...

It’s another thing to “know” what we have.

 Paul’s prayer for Ephesian believers (Eph 1:17-21)

— What God worked in Christ (1:20);

What God worked in us (2:1,4-6)

The greatest mystery of Christian life —

“CHRIST IN US!”

Col 1:26,27 ... the hope of glory ...

Study all the passages in the NT Epistles relating to —

“IN CHRIST”

An Exchanged life = Christ IN US ... State (Col 2:9,10) vs.

   We IN HIM ... Standing (Col 1:28)

 “My people are destroyed because of lack of knowledge”

 from the Word (Hos 4:6) — Captivity (Isa 5:13)

“You shall know the Truth” (= Christ),

 and the Truth shall make you free” (Jn 8:30-32)

Jesus told this not to unbelievers.

eg) Peter was freed in prison

 but he didn’t know it (Acts 12:6-11)

 Prayerful & painstaking study of God’s Word is the answer.

— especially the NT Epistles.

3. A Vision of the Church
& our privilege to be its members

Church = No saint outside

No sinner inside

This vision becomes clear in actual functioning —

Five important Principles in 1 Cor 12 —

 Principle of Induction (vv12,13)

— Not we but the Holy Spirit put us in.

“You have not chosen Me but ...” (Jn 15:16)

“BUT GOD ...” (Eph 2:4-9) — No boasting

 Principle of Indiscrimination (vv14-20)

— No special class — All are kings & priests

God has no favourites/pets.

Recognize the members of various sections of the Body.

Beware of exclusivism ... All Churches (Rev 2 & 3)

 Principle of Interdependence (vv20,21)

— Operation in cooperation

(As against the spirit of the age)

eg) 2 Sam 10:9-12 (One’s strength, other’s weakness)



 Principle of Indispensability (vv22-24)

— We are indispensable to each other, not to God.

 Principle of Identification (vv26,27)

— Involvement in other’s joys & sorrows (Rom 12:15)

Christ is coming back for the “Church” to marry her.

We may build organisations, universities, orphanages, etc.,

but they are all peripherals to building the Church —

“I will build My Church” (Mt 16:18)

4. A Vision of the lost world

& our responsibility to reach it

 Paul calls it “the heavenly vision”

before King Agrippa (Acts 26:16-19)

— Following Christ’s blueprint (Acts 1:8 vs. Acts 26:20)

 Isaiah’s heavenly vision included a missionary call —

Vision begets Mission!

“Earth filled with the glory ... who will go?” (Isa 6:3,8)

We are so disturbed over the possibility of a World War.

Think of the missionaries in hostile places

under constant threat.

Easy to lose the missionary vision ...

— Keep in touch with active missionary organisations.

Not many are mission-minded (Phil 4:15)

— Read Missions’ Newsletters.

Pray regularly for the missionaries (Eph 6:19,20)

— Visit mission stations/fields —

Jesus: “... lift up your eyes and look ...”

Jn 4:35 (vv30,39)

William Booth (1829-1912): “We all need a vision of hell!”

Jesus preached more about hell than about Heaven.

AD 2015 over! — Extended period of grace.

5. A Vision of the New Heaven and New Earth
& our eternal living over there

Unless we have this Vision, we will perish in our trials

(Rom 8:18)

Peter: We look forward to NHNE where dwells

“righteousness” — 2 Pet 3:13

Are we too heavenly-minded to be of any earthly use,

or too earthly-minded to be of any heavenly use?

(Phil 3:18-21) — our citizenship

“Maranatha” — The Word of Greeting (1 Cor 16:22)

 Conclusion

 It is necessary that our Vision does not grow dim

in any of these five aspects but stay bright in all.

Be balanced.

Blind man of Bethsaida —

First Touch  Second Touch (Mk 8:24)

 Characteristics of a God-given Vision —

a) It sees the invisible.

2 Cor 4:18 ... seen vs. unseen

eg) Heb 11:27 ... By faith

— Sustained by hope

— Sparked by imagination

b) It sees the total picture.

A Japanese Pastor —

“I used to see my Church which is in the world;

now I see the world in which God has placed

my Church.”
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c) It sees the final outcome.

eg) Isa 6:3 ... The whole earth full of glory ...

But “people of unclean lips” (v5)

dull hearts, heavy ears, etc (vv9,10)

 We need a “second” touch;

and if necessary, a “third” touch also!

 The Path of the Righteous gets “brighter & brighter”

Prov 4:18

(Study the Outline 84 also.)
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Blessedness

Introduction

 Blessing vs. Blessedness

“Blessing” — What we receive — Gift

“Blessed” — What we become — Condition/State

Similarly, Healing vs. Health

— Many Bible texts begin with the word, “Blessed.”

— We are familiar with the Beatitudes.

— Interestingly 5 of the 150 Psalms begin with “Blessed.”

Each of them emphasizes one aspect of blessedness —

1) Psalm 1 — “Blessed...”

Psa 1:1 ... What a beginning for a 150-chapter book!

“Separation from the world”

An important Bible doctrine rarely preached —

God : Creation ... Gen 1:4

Jesus : Jn 15:18,19 ... Not of this world

Apostles : Acts 2:40 ... Save yourselves ...

Paul : 2 Cor 6:17,18 ... Come out ... Father ...

James : Js 1:27 ... Pure religion ...

4:4,5 ... Adulterers ... Adulteresses ...

Was not Jesus a Friend of Sinners?

Yes, but He kept Himself separated —

   Heb 7:26

God put the Church in the world;

but the devil put the world into the Church!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Early Church : The world was afraid of the Church.

Today : The Church is afraid of the world.

Beware of the fashions and lusts of the world!

2) Psalm 32:1,2 — “Blessed...”

“Reconciliation with God”

“Forgiveness” — the most beautiful word.

Nothing like the joy of forgiveness —

1 Jn 1:4 ... that your joy may be full.

 :7-9 ... walk in light ... confess sins ...

If we cover our sins, God uncovers them.

If we uncover them, He covers them.

God’s forgiveness is thorough and complete —

4 dimensions: Depth of the Sea (Mic 7:19)

Clouds of the Sky (Isa 44:22)

Behind back (Isa 38:17)

East from West (Psa 103:12)

The Depth, Height, Length & Breadth!

Nothing more serious than living with guilt.

Sing: Rolled away, Rolled away

The burden of my sins rolled away

Devil — condemns

Holy Spirit — convicts

No sin too great to be washed by the Blood of Jesus.

“Though your sins ...” (Isa 1:18)

snow ... wool ... stain

May be you have already come to Christ —

Are there sins that disturb your fellowship with God?

3) Psalm 41:1,2 — “Blessed ...”

“Compassion on the poor”

The doctrine of charity not sufficiently taught —

— The first aspect of “true” religion

Js 1:27 ... fatherless ... widows ...

— The first practical instruction of John

Lk 3:10,11 ... axe ... fruits ... 2 dresses ...

— The attestation of Messianic ministry

“The poor have the gospel” (Mt 11:5)

— The first confession of Zacchaeus

“half to the poor” (Lk 19:8)

— The first offering of the first Christians was to the poor.

“They sold... distributed... needy...” (Acts 2:44,45)

How about another tithe?

4) Psalm 119:1,2 (112:1)  — “Blessed ...”

“Meditation & application of the Word of God”

Most of the 176 verses of Psalm 119 speaks about the Word.

— How many copies of the Bible sold or read?

Biblical illiteracy in Churches

— How much time each day with the Bible?

— No limit of enjoyment

(Psa 119:96,97) ... exceedingly broad ...

— Early morning, before alarm rings —

(Psa 119:147,148) ... before the dawn ...

— Parents & Children

“I will forget your children” (Hos 4:6b)

“Considered them strange” (      8:12)
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5) Psalm 128:1-4 — “Blessed ...”

“Consecration in family life”

— God’s serious view of family oneness

Mal 4:5,6 ... curse

This was the ministry of John the Baptist —

Fathers ø Children

— Jesus : “When you enter a house, first say, Peace!”

(Lk 10:5)

— Spouses : Love, Obedience, Faithfulness,

Mutual submission (Eph 5:22-33)

— Parents & Children (Eph 6:1-4)

Discipline ... spend quality time with them

Teach them ...

eg) Abraham (Gen 18:17-19)

Restore the Family Altar.

 Conclusion

True blessedness is Separation from the world,

Reconciliation with God, Compassion on the poor,

Meditation and Application of God’s Word, and

Consecration in family life.

Such a “blessed” man will be a “blessing” to others.

18

The Trinitarian God
(An analytical study of 1 Peter)

Introduction

a) Worship God for His character (2:5,9)

b) Walk according to His character (2:11,12)

A) The Father

1. Impartial Father (1:17)

— Reverential conduct

2. Longsuffering God (3:20)

— Obedience

3. Faithful Creator (4:19)

— Commitment in suffering

4. Mighty God (5:6)

— Carefreeness & Humility

B) The Son

1. Spotless Lamb (1:19)

— Holy walk (vv20-22)

2. Gracious Lord (2:3)

— Love for the Word & saints (vv1,2)

3. Chief Shepherd (5:4/2:25)

— Spirit of service

4. Sovereign Christ (4:11)

— Glorifying God
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C) The Holy Spirit

1. Heaven-sent Spirit (1:12)

— Sobriety & Expectation (v13)

2. Glorious Spirit (4:14)

— Joy in Suffering (vv12,13)

 Conclusion

The Bible abounds with so many characteristics of God.

Each of them inspires us to worship Him and walk before

Him accordingly. That’s the meaning of 2 Corinthians

3:18—

“We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a

mirror the glory of the Lord, are being

transformed into the same image from glory

to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

19

 God & Us

Introduction

The God of the Bible is a “personal” God.

He is a God of “relationship” with us.

This relationship today may look abstract; but it’s real.

God’s relationship with us is 7-fold

as the following outline shows —

1. God AMONG us

Jn 1:14 ... The Word became flesh and dwelt among us

2 Cor 6:16 ... I will walk among them ...

I will be their God ... My people

Blessings: Incarnation, Identification

2. God WITH us

Mt 1:23 ... His name Immanuel ... God with us

Jn 14:16 ... Another Helper ... abide with you forever

16:13 ... He will guide you into all truth

Blessings: Companionship, Guidance

3. God IN us

1 Cor 6:19,20 ...Temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you

... glorify God in your body ... spirit

Rom 8:9,10 ... Spirit of God dwells in you ...

Christ is in you ... righteousness ...

Col 1:27,28 ...  Christ in you ... perfect in Christ Jesus

Blessings: Sanctification, Transformation

4. God FOR us

Rom 8:31,35 ... If God is for us, who can be against us?

  ... tribulation, distress, persecution, peril

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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1 Jn 2:1 ... We have an Advocate with the Father ...

Rom 8:34 ... Who condemns? ...

Christ makes intercession for us

Blessings: Protection, Advocacy

5. God UPON us

Acts 1:8 ... Power ... Holy Spirit comes upon you ...

My witnesses

19:6 ... Holy Spirit came on them ...

spoke in tongues and prophesied

Lk  2:25 ... Consolation of Israel ...

Holy Spirit was upon Simeon ...

Blessings: Power, Ministry

6. God BEYOND us

1 Tim 6:16 ... dwelling in unapproachable light

Rom 11:33 ... depth ... unsearchable ... His judgments ...

  His ways ...

Mt 6:1,6,18 ... Father in heaven ... in secret

Blessings: Awesomeness, Hiddenness, Mysteries

7. God TOWARD us

1 Thess 1:10 ... wait for His son from heaven

Rev 22:7,12,20 ... I am coming quickly ...

    My reward for everyone ...

   Come, Lord Jesus!

Blessings: Return of Christ, Rewards, Eternal Union

 Conclusion

Worship becomes more meaningful

with the understanding of this 7-fold relationship.

A Rainbow Relationship!

This is wholesome worship with heart,

soul, mind and strength.

20

Liberty in Christ

 The entire Book of Galatians deals

with the subject of liberty.

There are 5 important references to Liberty in this Epistle,

one in each of the Chapters, except the 6th one

which is very much a continuation of Chapter 5.

(1) Galatians 1:4

Deliverance from this present evil world

unto God’s eternal good will.

Or, “LIFE IN THE WILL OF GOD, OUR FATHER”

 The importance of doing God’s will cannot

be overemphasized —

eg) Jesus’ life:

— Conclusion of His Sermon on the Mount (Mt 7:21)

— Inclusion in His Model Prayer (Lk 11:2)

— Essence of His Prayer in Gethsamane (Lk 22:42)

 In all these three places,

note the reference to the “FATHER,” meaning —

It is not a duty of legalism (or bondage)

but a delight of liberty!

See Eph 1:5,9 (good pleasure of His will)

Also Col 1:9-11 ... His will ... our walk ...

Obedience to God’s will gives us real joy, liberty & rest —

eg) Rom 15:32 — Joy

1 Pet 2:15,16 — Liberty

 4:1,2 — Rest
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That’s why David says,

“I delight to do Your will” (Psa 40:8)

 We have heard Sermons on

“How to find God’s will”

Let’s see

“How we miss God’s will”

a) Enjoying the company of the worldly folks

Psa 1:1,6 ... ungodly ... sinners ... scornful ...

Js 4:4 ... friendship of the world ...

b) Loving the things of the world

(Being materialistic-minded)

1 Jn 2:15-17 ... love of the Father ...

c) Being absolutely self-confident about the future

Js 4:13-16 ... “If it is God’s will ...”

A life of liberty in Christ —

a) Loves the company of saints

b) Despises the riches of this world

c) Trusts totally on the Lord with the

“most blessed hope”

(2) Galatians 2:4

Liberty in Christ Jesus

Or, “LIFE IN THE SON OF GOD”

as explained in vv20,21

Explanation of this kind of life (from Romans 6)

 “I am crucified with Christ”

See Rom 6:6,7

This is not a “feeling”

but a “fact” — “knowing this” (v6)

 “Nevertheless I live”

Rom 6:8 ... living with Him ...

This again is not a “feeling”

but “faith” — “believe ...” (v8)

 “Yet not I, but Christ lives in me”

Rom 6:9-11

i.e) “Christ lives unto God” (v10)

“I live unto God thro’ Christ” (v11)

This means,

“Christ lives in me unto God.”

This is the NOT-I-BUT-CHRIST experience!

 “The life which I now live in the flesh,

I live by the faith of the Son of God”

Rom 6:12-14

“Faith” here is believing that the Son of God

is living in me.

“Living” here is simply yielding (v13).

We yield  ... He uses.

We hand over ... He operates.

All “under grace”

Summarising,

There are five “I”s in Gal 2:20 ...

First “I” = Old man crucified

Second “I” = New man alive

Third “I” = Christ lives out the new man.

Fourth “I” = New man in the flesh

Fifth “I” = New man yields to Christ.

Yes, life in the Son of God is the true free life,

as Jesus said: “If the Son shall make you free, ...” (Jn 8:36)
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(3) Galatians 3:13,14

Redeemed from the Curse of the Law

unto the Blessing of Promise.

Or, “LIFE IN THE PROMISES OF GOD”

The Scriptures speak of two outstanding promises of God—

a) Promise of the Gift of Christ (vv16,22)

b) Promise of the Gift of the Spirit (vv2,14)

These two can be called the “Two Parallel Gifts of God.”

And the essential blessing of both these Gifts is

“COMFORT” or “HELP.”

— Jn 14:16 ... Another Helper

— Phil 2:1 ... Consolation in Christ

Let’s compare their ministries of “HELP” to us —

Jesus Christ Holy Spirit

1) Helper for Salvation Helper for Sanctification

(Heb 2:10; 5:9) (2 Thess 2:13; 1 Pet 1:22)

2) Helper to “death unto sin” Helper to “life unto

(Rom 8:10a) righteousness”

Referring to body (Rom 8:10b)

3) Helper for “inflow” Helper for “outflow”

(Jn 7:37) (Jn 7:38,39)

4) Helper for “authority” Helper for “power”

(Jn 1:12) (Acts 1:8)

In the Name of Jesus ...

5) Helper for “administration” Helper for “gifts”

(1 Cor 12:5; Eph 4:11) (1 Cor 12:4,7-11)

6) Helper in Heaven (1 Jn 2:1) Helper on Earth (Rom 8:26,27)

Acknowledging,

Believing, and

Confessing these promises

Daily keeps us in a glorious liberty in life!

(4) Galatians 4:5,7

Redemption from servanthood unto sonship.

Or, “LIFE IN THE FAMILY OF GOD”

Life in God’s family means: (Lessons from Chapter 4) —

a) A life of “Release”

i.e. from the “elements of this world”

vv3-5 ... to redeem ... adoption as sons ...

vv9,10 ... bondage ...

Observance of days, months, etc.,

brings certain restrictions on us.

eg) Jewish Sabbath

Forbidden food

But now, it is only a personal persuasion

(Rom 14:5-8)

Tremendous freedom!

b) A life of “Relationship”

vv6-7

“Abba” ... A word of love

“Father” ... An acknowledgement of relationship

Slaves were forbidden to address the head of the family

as “Abba.”

The word “Abba” occurs in two other places —

Mk 14:36 — Gethsemane

Rom 8:15 (vv16-18) — Spirit of adoption
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In both these places, the context is suffering (anguish).

See Heb 12:5-8 ... chastisement by the Father

c) A life of “Restfulness” and “Rejoicing”

vv22,23 ... bond-woman ... free-woman

vv27,28 ... rejoice ... shout ...

Abraham brought forth Ishmael in his physical strength;

but Isaac, when he began to rest, relax and retire!

We must learn to REST

before we can learn to WORK.

eg) God gave Adam first REST and then WORK (Gen 1,2).

He enjoyed a vacation

before his vocation.

What a life under the hands of a loving Father

and on the lap of a free mother! (v26)

(5) Galatians 5:1,13,16

Liberty from the flesh into the Spirit.

Or, “LIFE IN THE SPIRIT OF GOD”

Living in the Spirit means

walking in the Spirit (v25), which means

being led of the Spirit (v18).

Flesh  “works”  labour, strain, etc.

Spirit  “fruit”  simply “borne!”

Verse 14 is impossible to fulfil in our own strength.

(i.e. loving others as ourselves)

Then, how to fulfil it?

Answer: vv22,23

Yes, it is neither by might

  nor by power

  but by God’s Spirit!

Life in the Spirit is a life of “LOVE” with one another.

See vv22,23 Love

Peace

Patience

Gentleness

Goodness

Meekness

i.e. 6 out of 9 (two thirds)

A practical example (6:1,2) ... caught in a fault ...

 Conclusion

A life of liberty in Christ means —

1. Life in the Will of God our Father

2. Life in the Son of God

3. Life in the Promises of God

4. Life in the Family of God

5. Life in the Spirit of God

“Stand fast in the liberty by which

Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again

with a yoke of bondage” (Gal 5:1)

Here lies the difference between the life

under the “Law” and the life under “Grace!”

(Study the Outline 21 also.)
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21

Because He descended and ascended ...

Introduction

 The life of Christ:

4 major events

Incarnation — from Heaven to Earth

Crucifixion — from Earth to Hades

Resurrection — from Hades to Earth

Ascension — from Earth to Heaven

Historic Events to be reflected in our personal experiences!

 Teaching of the NT Epistles —

To identify with Christ ...

Crucified ... buried ... risen ... seated with Him

(Rom 6:3-6; Eph 2:6)

All spiritual blessings are because of this identification —

Eph 1:3

Prophecy: Psa 68:18,19 ... ascended ... gifts ... dwell ...

“daily benefits”

The primary benefit is LIBERTY.

i.e SALVATION (vv19,20)

Eph 4:8 ... captivity captive ...

“Captives of Satan become captives of Christ!”

This is a military language!

That’s why Christ is called the “Captain of our Salvation”

(Heb 2:10)

Seven Facets of Liberty thro’ Christ —

1. Liberation from Carnalism

 Since Christ suffered in flesh ...

no longer to live in flesh ... lusts ...

1 Pet 4:1,2,3,4

No more licentiousness .. lusts ... (v3)

Under grace (Rom 6:14)

— No more slavery to sin! (vv6,7)

eg) Baptism — What it symbolizes ... Rom 6:3-6

 Noah — saved from a world sold to carnality & corruption

(1 Pet 3:20-22)

 Death of Christ — From penalty of sin (Past) (Rom 6:23)

Resurrection — From power of sin (Present)

“If Christ not risen, still in SIN” (1 Cor 15:3,17)

Return — From presence of sin (future) (Heb 9:27,28)

 Christ’s farewell address in Heaven:

“a body ...” (Heb 10:5-7)

He kept it pure & presented it to His Father on the Cross.

Similarly our bodies a living sacrifice — Rom 12:1,2

Unlike an animal or bird that’s killed.

What does this mean?

A renewed and transformed thinking in line with

God’s will (Rom 12:2)

Similar to Christ ... “To do Your will” (Heb 10:7)

2. Liberation from Materialism

 When Paul met the Risen Christ on the Road ...

“God forbid ... glory except in Cross”

Gal 6:14

“The WORLD is crucified”

 to me & to it 



Paul’s tears for the enemies of the “Cross” —

Phil 3:18,19   (Preachers)

 When “spiritual” blessings satisfy us,

“material”  blessings don’t allure us — Col 3:1-3

eg) Abraham —

booty of King of Sodom

vs.

bread of King of Salem (Gen 14:18-23)

 The Health & Wealth Gospel — most popular

Jesus spoke against it —

Jn 6:58-66 ... Heavenly manna ... Earthly bread

(vv60,66) Many left Him ... Do you also want to go?

(v68) Peter ... “Words of eternal life”

It is in this context Jesus called Judas a devil —

(money-mindedness ... vv67-71)

 Sadducees in the Church (Acts 23:8)

“No faith in resurrection, angel or spirit”

That’s why they are “Sad—you—see!”

Most pitiable (1 Cor 15:19,20)

“beasts” (v32)

3. Liberation from Ritualism

 The death of Christ rang the deathbell to ritualistic

religion —

“veil ... torn from top to bottom” (Mt 27:51)

Therefore,

— No special place ... “wherever two or three”

Jn 4:20,21,23 / Acts 7:47-49

Temple  House to House (living stones)

— No special person ... “whoever”

Priests (1 Pet 2:5,9)

 Don’t stitch back the veil —

Decorated altars

Burning of candles/incense

Bowing before Crosses/Crucifixes

Special dresses for clergy ...

These are all “dead works” —

Christ’s blood cleanses us from these (Heb 9:14)

 Implications —

a) Throne of Grace open for all —

No Mediator

R.C. — Mary who brought Jesus to us!

Protestants — Preachers who bring us to Jesus!

Jesus entered there FOR us!

He is able to save us to the uttermost ... (Heb 7:25-27)

b) Lord’s Supper — No ritualistic flavour

No ceremonial importance

Just to “REMEMBER” Him! (1 Cor 11:25)

c) Food ... Drink ... Festivals ...

Rom 14:5,6,9

Shadows vs. Substance

Rituals vs. Reality

4. Liberation from Legalism

 “Christ is the END of the Law” (Rom 10:4)

Law x Righteousness of faith ...

(vv6,7) ... “who will ascend ... descend ...?”

i.e. You don’t need to DO it;

Christ has already DONE it!
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Redeemed us from the CURSE of the law by becoming

a CURSE for us (Gal 3:13)

Handwriting wiped out ... nailed to the Cross (Col 2:14)

Christ crucified but resurrected ...

Law crucified never to be resurrected ...

The New Covenant not added to the Old;

The New Covenant annulled the Old!

 Paul’s legalism thrown away for knowing the “power of

resurrection” and “fellowship of suffering” (Phil 3:4-10)

i.e. FIRST — Resurrection power

 NEXT — Fellowship of suffering

i.e Power to endure suffering!

Read Romans & Galatians again and again.

Otherwise your “liberty” in Christ will be secretly

stolen by false teachers —

Gal 2:4 ... “secretly to spy our liberty”

eg) Special days ... Individual discretion

Special diet ... Individual discretion

“Who are you to judge ... It’s Christ who rose!”

 (Rom 14:1-10)

Even fasting/tithing ... New wine ...  bottles (Mk 2:18-22)

5. Liberation from Defeatism

 The defeatist mentality of Peter and the other disciples

disappeared when they received the Ascension Gift,

the Holy Spirit —

Acts 2:32,33/4:10,13 ... boldness ...

If Jesus had not ascended,

the Spirit wouldn’t have descended —

Jn 16:7 ... “It is to your advantage I go away”

 Ministerial gifts from the Ascended Lord —

Eph 4:8-12 ... apostles ... prophets ...

Gifts for “everyone” —
Rom 12:4-6 ... gifts of grace ...

 “All authority ... Go therefore ...” Mt 28:18,19

The gates of Hades could not stop the disciples’

enthusiasm —

They went and preached everywhere! (Mk 16:20)

“If Christ is not risen, our preaching is in vain!”

They kept challenging —
“O Hades, where is your victory?” (1 Cor 15:55)

“Therefore ... immovable ... always abounding ...

your labour is not in vain” (v58)

Sing: Onward Christian soldiers! Marching as to war!
With the Cross of Jesus — going on before!

Christ the Royal Master leads against the foe;
Forward into battle, see His banners go!

6. Liberation from Factionalism

 Because of Christ’s descent & ascent,

no Jew ... nor Greek ... (Col 3:1,11)

Jew or Greek — Racial

Circumcised or uncircumcised — Ceremonial
Barbarian or civilized — Educational

Slave or free — Social

eg) The two diametrically opposite groups —
Jews & Gentiles

“... middle wall of partition broken down”

Eph 2:14
“enmity put to death!” (v16)

The CROSS: Symbol of Reconciliation
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 Christian groups are factionalised by caste...class... colour

It cannot be so, if founded on Christ.

“Is Christ divided?”

Not rallying around personalities —

Paul ... Apollos ... Cephas ...

Rebuke: “Was Paul crucified for you?”

(1 Cor 1:10-13)

Preachers/leaders belong to people;

people belong to Christ;

Christ belongs to the Father! (1 Cor 3:21-23)

 The major causes of our weakness & witnesslessness

before non-Christians —

Individualism ...

Denominationalism ...

Own empires ...

Charging one another — God knows the hearts!

7. Liberation from Pessimism

i.e. unbelief

 The disciples locked inside the room out of fear ...

The Risen Lord enters the Room ... Peace!

He breathed on them to blow away their fear —

Jn 20:19-22

 Christ’s message to all the Churches —

Rev 1:17-19 ... Fear not ... First & Last ...

dead & raised ... keys of Hades & Death

 Jesus ascended 40 days after Resurrection —

Once again fear & pessimism —

God sent two men in white who said —

“Why stand gazing? ...

 Go on with the job ...

 He will come back ...”

 (Acts 1:9-11)

 The Ascension is the pledge of His Second Coming —

(Jn 14:1-3) ... I’m going to prepare a place for you ...

let not your heart be troubled ...

 Conclusion

Because Christ descended and ascended,

No more Carnalism

No more Materialism

No more Ritualism

No more Legalism

No more Defeatism

No more Factionalism

No more Pessimism

All “isms” have become “wasms!”

(Study the Outline 20 also.)
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Introduction

Apostle Paul had so many credentials as a devout Jew —

Phil 3:4-6; Acts 22:3; 26:5; 2 Cor 11:22.

In fact he had excelled others in his religion;

but he counted everything as “rubbish” for the pursuit

of the knowledge of the “Power of  Resurrection” of Christ

(Phil 3:10)

He declared before the Jewish Council that he was judged

“concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead”—

(Acts 23:6).

His challenge before King Agrippa was also the same —

(Acts 26:7,8).

Have we understood the meaning and the practical

application of the “Power of Resurrection”

in our lives today?

Jesus promised that we can experience

the “Power of Resurrection” both before and after death —

(Jn 11:25,26).

Experiencing the Power of Resurrection today:

1. Justification by Resurrection

Rom 4:17-25 ... Abraham ... righteousness ... not for

his sake alone ... also for  us ... raised

because of our justification

   5:10 ... reconciled thro’ death ... saved by His life

 10:9,10 ... believe ... God raised Him ... saved

The Power of Resurrection

Eph 1:18-20 ... power toward us ... raised Him ...

  2:1,4-6 ... raised us together ... made alive ...

Col 2:12,13 ... buried ... raised ... baptism ... forgiven

1 Pet 3:21 ... baptism ... saves ... thro’ resurrection

2. Victory over sin by Resurrection

Rom 6:4-14 (Read the entire passage carefully.)

raised ... walk ... no longer slaves to sin ...

freed from sin ... alive to God ... present

your organs ... sin shall not have dominion

1 Cor 15:14,17 ... If Christ is not risen ... preaching vain

... faith vain ... still in sins

3. Ministerial gifts through Resurrection

Jn 7:39 ... Holy Spirit not yet given ...

Jesus not yet glorified

Acts 2:32,33 ... God raised up Jesus ... received the

 promise of the Holy Spirit  ... poured out

Rom 1:4,5 ... resurrection ... grace ... apostleship

Eph 4:7-12 ... Christ’s gift ... ascended ... gifts ...

Acts 4:33 ... great power ... resurrection ...

4. Intercessory ministry thro’ Resurrection

Rom 8:34 ... Christ ... died ... risen ... intercession ...

Heb  4:14-16 ... High Priest... heavens... Throne of Grace

   7:25 ... ever lives to make intercession ...

Jn  14:13,14; 16:23,24 ... ask the Father in My name ...

5. Life for our bodies thro’ Resurrection

Rom 8:11 ... Spirit who raised Jesus ... life to mortal

 bodies through the Holy Spirit ...

2 Cor 12:9 ... thorn ... grace ... power of Christ ...
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13:4 ... crucified ... lives by the power of God ...

   weak ... live by the power ...

Rom 8:23 ... firstfruits of the Spirit ... redemption

 of the body ...

1 Cor 15:42-50; 53-55 ... sown ... raised ... natural ...

spiritual ... earthly ... heavenly ... immortality

i.e. glorified bodies

6. Relationships thro’ the power of Resurrection

Jn 20:17 ...  Words of the Risen Saviour:

“My brothers ... My Father and your Father

 ... My God and your God”

 We are all the children of the same family.

Rom 14:7-10 ... live ... die ... Christ died ...

 rose ... Why judge your brother?

Acts 3:14,15 ... you killed ... God raised ...

we are witnesses

(Together in witnessing for Christ)

  4:32-34 ... The power of Resurrection fused

the believers together.

7. Endurance of sufferings thro’ Resurrection

Rom 8:34,35 ... Christ died ... risen ... tribulation ...

 distress ... persecution ... famine ...

2 Cor 1:8-10 ... trouble ... God who raises the dead ...

delivered ... delivers ... will deliver

4:7 ... earthen vessels ... power ... God

  :11,14 ... delivered to death ... life of Jesus in

our mortal flesh ... raised Jesus ...

will raise us up ...

2 Tim 2:8-11 ... Christ raised ... trouble ... chains ...

  endure ... shall live with Him ...

Heb 11:35 ... tortured ... better resurrection

Only to the Church in Smyrna,

Jesus introduces Himself as the One

“Who was dead, and came to life” (Rev 2:8)

This Church was under severe persecution —

v9 ... tribulation ... blasphemy ...

v10 ... suffer ... prison ... tribulation ...

The Promise if  “faithful to death” —

vv10,11 ... crown of life ... no second death ...

Sing: He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!

He walks with me and talks with me

along life’s narrow way.

He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!

You ask me how I know He lives?

He lives within my heart!

— Alfred H. Ackley, 1887-1960

The author composed this hymn in answer

to a challenging question:

“Why should I worship a dead Jew?”
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23

The Religion God hates

Introduction

The simple meaning of “religion” is “faith and practice,”

or “belief and behaviour.”

Satan is always opposed to God’s ways.

Satan provides alternatives —

Church of God  vs. Synagogue of Satan

(Acts 20:28; Rev 2:9)

Doctrine of Christ  vs. Doctrine of demons

(2 Jn 9; 1 Tim 4:1)

These two streams run throughout history —

Narrow Gate  vs. Broad Way

(Mt 7:13,14)

God’s minority vs. Devil’s majority

The Broad Way is the Religion of Satan which God “hates.”

The Bible identifies its various versions as below —

1. Religion of Cain

Gen 4:3-5 ... Cain ... “an” offering ...

   Abel ... the “firstlings” of the flock

A religion of “works” which does not “believe” in the merits

of the Blood of Jesus —

i.e. the finished work of Christ (Eph 2:8,9; Rom 10:9,10)

Abel’s offering was a “sacrifice” (Heb 11:4)

No remission of sin without shedding of blood —

Rom 3:23-27; Heb 9:22,14

Even the so-called “works of religion” apart from faith

on Christ are “evil” in God’s sight (1 Jn 3:12)

2. Religion of Esau

This way of life prefers sensuality to spirituality.

Esau sold away his ultimate spiritual blessing

for his immediate physical needs —

Gen 25:29-34 ... despised ... sold ... birthright

The New Testament calls Esau as a “profane” (= godless)

person (Heb 12:16)

This “birthright” meant the Messianic line;

because Esau despised it,

this privilege came to the younger son, Jacob —

Lk 3:34 (Geneology of Jesus)

Esau lost it forever (Heb 12:17)

God “hates” the religion that rejects Christ —

Rom 9:13; Mal 1:1-3

Jesus warned against this religion —

Jn 6:27 ... Do not labour for the food that perishes ...

but everlasting life ... Son of Man ...

God’s seal ...

Mt 6:31-33 ... What shall we eat ... drink ... wear? ...

pagans seek ... seek first the Kingdom of God ...

3. Religion of Balaam

Balaam was a prophet under the King of Moab.

Undoubtedly he had an anointing of God’s Spirit on him —

Num 24:2

He gave a brilliant prophecy concerning the Messiah —

Num 24:14-19 ... a Star ... a Scepter ...

In spite of all these, his heart was cankered by greed —

Num  22:15 ... Attractive offers from Balak

:19 ... What’s there to pray about?!
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God charged him —

“Your way is perverse before Me” (v32)

Here’s an example of commercialized religion!

Balaam could be “hired” (Neh 13:2)

Apostle Peter explains the “way of Balaam” —

2 Pet 2:14-16 ... heart trained in covetous practices ...

loved the wages of unrighteousness ...

iniquity ... madness of the prophet

Jude calls it — the “error of Balaam” —

 ... run greedily for profit ... (Jude 11)

Praying or preaching or prophesying with a heart of

covetousness is condemned throughout the Bible —

Jer 6:13,14 ... covetousness ... prophet ... priest ...

Mt 10:7,8 ... Preach ... heal ... freely give ...

23:14 ... devour widows’ houses ... long prayers ...

2 Cor 2:17 ... adulterating the Word of God for gain ...

4. Religion of the Pharisee

This is the Pharisee of whom we read in Luke 18

that he went to the Temple to pray.

This is the religion of self-righteousness —

v9 ... this parable to some who trusted in themselves

that they were righteous ...

But the Tax-collector depended on the “mercy” of God

(v13) ... “Be merciful to me!”

This was perhaps true of most of the Pharisees of

Jesus’ time —

eg) Lk 7:29,30 ... even tax-collectors declared the

righteousness of God ... but the Pharisees

rejected His counsel ... refusing John’s baptism

Paul as a Pharisee repented exactly of this

self-righteousness —

Phil  3:5 ... Concerning the Law, a Pharisee

:8 ... Count them as rubbish ...

:9 ... not my own righteousness ... but

 righteousness from God by faith in Christ

Paul calls self-righteousness as “rubbish;”

Isaiah calls it as “filthy rags” (Isa 64:6).

Paul lamented for the Israelites who sought to establish

“their own righteousness,”

not submitting to the “righteousness of God” (Rom 10:3,4)

Even though Job was a truly “righteous” man

as per God’s own testimony (Job 1:1,8),

he repented of his self-righteousness (33:8,9; 42:5,6).

Self-righteous people usually “despise” others (Lk 18:9)

5. Religion of Pharisees & Scribes

Pharisees & Scribes are often mentioned together —

eg) Mt 3:7; 23:13,14, etc.

Scribes were experts in the interpretation of the Law,

wheras Pharisees were eccentrics in its application.

These two groups of religious leaders together misinterpreted

the precepts and purposes of God

stated in the Old Testament.

How much God hated their teaching and practice is seen

in the repeated “woes” Jesus pronounced on them (Mt 23).

He called them “vipers & serpents” (Mt 12:34; 23:33),

and “children of the devil” (Jn 8:44).

Not all Pharisees were bad;

there were good ones like Nicodemus (Jn 3).
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Similarly not all Scribes were bad;

there were good ones like Ezra (Ezr 7:6,10)

The religion of Pharisses & Scribes —

a) Overemphasized the externals

Mt 23:25-28 ... outside of the cup ... whitewashed

tombs ... outwardly appear ...

This invariably leads to “hypocrisy” (v28)

(See also vv13a,14a,15a, etc).

b) Replaced the Word of God with traditions

Mk 7:5-13 (Gal 1:14)

“making the Word of God of no effect thro’

 your tradition” (v13)

We have Pharisaism in all the denominations today —

Anglican Pharisaism,

Methodist Pharisaism,

Pentecostal Pharisaism, etc.

Jesus warned, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees!”

(Lk 12:1)

Even a little leaven leavens the whole lump —

1 Cor 5:6; Gal 5:9

“whole lump” = the entire life of an individual;

  the entire life of a congregation

6. Religion of Sadducees

Sadducees were a priestly aristocratic party.

They are often referred to as

“those who deny resurrection”

Mt 22:23; Mk 12:18; Lk 20:27

They were “greatly disturbed”

when the Apostles spoke about resurrection —

Acts 4:1,2

They were different from the Pharisees in that they did not

believe in “resurrection, angel or spirit” (Acts 23:7,8)

This is a religion that does not believe in —

a) Life after death

1 Cor 15:19 ... If in this life only we have hope

in Christ ... most pitiable

Apostle Paul calls such people as “beasts” —

v32 ... beasts ... eat ... drink ... die ...

Sermons on afterlife and the Return of Christ

are rare these days. Watch out!

b) Supernatural power of God

Jesus charged the Sadducees:

“You are deceived, not knowing the Scriptures

  nor the power of God” (Mt 22:29)

When God’s power was manifested thro’ the apostles

for healing and demon-casting, the Sadducees were

“filled with indignation” (Acts 5:14-18)

The “modernists” in our Seminaries and Churches

are the Sadducees of our days.

They deny the “miraculous.”

They teach, “The days of miracles are past!”

Ask not, “Can God?”

Affirm, “God can!” (Psa 78:17-20)

Do not stir God’s fury! (vv21,22)

7. Religion of the Priest & the Levite

The Priest and the Levite referred to here are the

characters we meet in the story of the Good Samaritan

Lk 10:29-37

This is a religion that stresses our duty to God

but slightens our duty to man.
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The background for the Good Samaritan story

clearly explains this (vv25-29) —

The Priest and the Levite were perhaps too busy

in their Temple duties to care for the wounded man

on the roadside.

This one-sided religion is condemned,

and charity is emphasized throughout the Bible —

Isa 1:15-18 ... Prayer meaningless without charity

Dan 4:27 ... Show mercy to the poor

Isa 58:5,6,7 ... God’s chosen fast

Lk  3:11 ... Share clothes and food

19:8,9 ... Giving half to the poor

Acts 10:2,4 ... Prayers and alms

Heb 13:15,16 ... Worship and sharing

(See Outline 113)

A religion void of social concern is —

a) a dead religion (Js 2:15-17)

b) a deceptive religion (1 Jn 4:20)

God hates this religion (Isa 1:15-17)

8. Religion of Judas Iscariot

Judas is primarily called a “betrayer,”

but even before betraying Jesus, he is called a “thief ” —

Jn 12:6 ... a thief ... had the money box ...

used to take from collections

Judas represents those not faithful in money matters.

God looks at it seriously —

Lk 16:11 ... earthly materials vs. heavenly riches

The Apostles were extremely honest in finance —

2 Cor 8:20,21 ... sight of God ... sight of men

They presented contentment without greediness as a basic

qualification for leadership —

1 Tim 3:3,8; Tit 1:7 ... elders ... deacons ...

Greediness is suicide whether or not one hangs himself

like Judas —

1 Tim 6:9,10 ... fall ... drown ... pierce ...

destruction ... perdition ...

Jesus called Judas as a “son of perdition” (Jn 17:12)

Those who fail to give to God what’s God’s,

and to Caesar what’s Caesar’s are also thieves —

Mal 3:8; Mt 22:21; Rom 13:7

If we earn through fraudulent means, and then pray,

“Give us this day our daily bread,” God hates such a prayer!

9. Religion of Nicolaitans

There are 2 references to Nicolaitans —

Rev  2:6 ... deeds of Nicolaitans

:15 ... doctrine of Nicolaitans

Jesus specifically says, “I hate it!”

The Nicolaitans are thought to be a heretical group

in the early Church who taught immorality and idolatry.

They were basically anti-law practitioners who promoted

freedom leading to moral looseness

(indicated by Rev 2:14,15).

Moral laxity has become the order of the day.

Self-control is rarely taught in religious circles

or secular society.

Absolute values are laid aside.

This trend is against a holy God

and His unchanging Word.



142141

Sin is sinwhoever commits it,

wherever and whenever it’s committed, and

whatever be the reason.

In the name of tolerance the world practices compromise.

Like the Ephesian Church, let’s hate what God hates —

(Rev 2:6)

10. Religion of Laodicea

This represents a “lukewarm” religion —

Rev 3:15,16 ... neither cold nor hot ... lukewarm

Christ so hates this condition that He says,

“I will vomit you out of My mouth”

A large section of the Church today is in this condition —

It boasts, “I am rich ... wealthy ... need of nothing”

(v17)

But the fact is, it does not realize

that it’s “wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked!”

It has Services, songs, sermons, programmes,

projects and properties, but Christ is pushed out (v20).

In other words,

it has a “form of godliness but denies its power”

2 Tim 3:5

God’s worry is not Hinduism or Communism,

but dead formalism in the Church! (Rev 3:2)

Remedy: Come back to fellowship with Christ

to enjoy His richness, holiness & brightness (vv18-20).

(Study the Outline 3 also.)

24

How to Respond to God’s Grace

Introduction

“Grace” is generally defined as “God’s unmerited favour.”

Under the New Covenant, this is God’s enablement

in our hearts to live and work as He pleases (Heb 8:8-12)

Though we cannot merit God’s grace,

we have a responsibility to respond to it

as He has revealed in the Bible.

That’s why the Bible warns us,

“Do not receive the Grace of God in vain” (2 Cor 6:1)

What does this mean?

We must respond appropriately to God’s Grace.

How to do it?

1. Grace saves us (Eph 2:5,8).

— Therefore do not ever boast (v9)

Do not despise those not saved yet.

— Do not fall from grace (Gal 5:4)

i.e. Remember that any day our acceptance before God

is because of His grace and not by our works

— Do not frustrate the grace of God in your preaching

 (Gal 2:18,21)

Preach the Gospel of the Grace of God (Acts 20:24)

— Do not go after novel doctrines (Heb 13:8,9)

2. Grace teaches us sanctification (Tit 2:11,12).

— Therefore live soberly (vv11,12)

— Practise simplicity and godly sincerity (2 Cor 1:12)

— Do not continue in sin because of grace (Rom 5:20-6:2)
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Grace is not a licence to sin (Jude 4)

— Holiness & Relationships

Heb 12:14,15 ... bitterness ... losing the Grace of God

— Become humbler & humbler because

He gives more grace to the humble (Js 4:6)

1 Pet 5:5 ... submissiveness ... exaltation

3. Grace helps us in temptation (Heb 4:15,16).

— Therefore run to the Throne “boldly” when tempted,

not “worrying” over the type of temptation.

— Stay assured that you will not be overcome

Rom 6:14

But we must keep our body surrendered to God (v13)

4. Grace enables us serve God acceptably (Heb 12:28,29)

— Therefore spare no pains in God’s work

1 Cor 15:10 ... I laboured more ...

— Use all the gifts God has given you

Rom 12:6-8 ... “use them”

— Be ready for any sacrifice

2 Cor 8:1,2... deep poverty... abounding liberality

— Be bold in preaching & writing

Rom 15:15 ... written boldly because of grace

5. Grace strengthens us in suffering.

2 Cor 12:9a ... My grace sufficient ...

— Therefore rejoice over suffering

(vv9b,10)

— Continue in grace amidst opposition & persecution

Acts 13:43

6. Grace keeps us away from discouragement.

2 Thess 2:16,17

— Therefore keep on going without losing heart

— The “sustaining” grace [in any situation.

Sing: Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound!

This hymn was composed by John Newton (1725-1807). He

went to sea at 11. His life as a sailor, sea captain & slave-

trader was filled with wickedness & debauchery. One fretful

night, at the age of 23, his water-logged vessel was lost.

Facing death all night long, he surrendered his life to Christ.

Miraculously the craft  drifted ashore. He came under the

ministry of John Wesley & George Whitefield, became a

preacher, and composed many hymns.

Stanza 6: Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares

I have already come;

’Twas grace that brought me safe thus far;

And grace will take me home!

(The complete hymn is on page 54.)

7. Grace will lead us into eternal glory.

Eph 2:7 ...  ages to come ... riches ...

— Therefore live with the blessed expectation of the

glorious future.

— Not only many of the Epistles in the NT but also

the Book of Revelation end with the benediction:

“Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all”

(Rev 22:21)

This is immediately after Christ’s personal promise

of His Return (v20).



146145

25

The Other Side of Worship

Introduction

 Days of Restoration in the Church —

Acts 3:19-21

We are experiencing “times of refreshing” from the presence

of the Lord.

God’s purpose is restoration of “all things!”

— But we embrace only what’s appealing to us  ...

— Even in it we take only portions of it ...

eg) Restoration of tithing (Mal 3:8-10)

 The Pharisees picked up only one side —

Mt 23:23 ... tithing but no mercy

 The most talked about spiritual exercise today —

“WORSHIP”

Praise & Worship in even non-Charismatic Churches

But worship is not simply singing, shouting, clapping,

lifting of hands, jumping, dancing ...

This is hardly 10% of what the Bible calls worship!

This is only “one side” —

eg) Ephraim “an unturned cake” (Hos 7:8)

The other side of “worship” has 7 exercises —

1. Surrender of our bodies

 We cannot actually “give” anything to God —

Rom 11:33-36 ... A doxology!

— God is absolutely absolute, perfectly perfect,

completely complete in Himself !

These are the words of a great Jewish worshipper!

“THEREFORE” ... Rom 12:1

What an awesome truth!

How serious a matter!

 Praise & Worship can become an easy substitute

for the holiness of the body —

eg)  Achan — Defeat in Ai

 He was from “Judah” = Praise!

Joshua: “Give glory” to God by “confession!” (Josh 7:16-21)

Do not cover up the sins of the body by verbal worship.

 That’s why “holy” hands! ... lift up! (1 Tim 2:8)

Otherwise, God is not excited or impressed by our

bodily postures —

(Acts 17:24,25) — Paul from Mars Hill

“not worshipped with man’s hands!”

 Our bodies are the Temple of the Holy Spirit —

i.e. flesh & blood (1 Cor 6:19,20)

That’s why Jesus whipped those who were defiling the

Temple in Jerusalem (Mt 21:12,13) —

eg) The Sikh community has not forgiven the desecration

 of the Golden Temple under Operation Blue Star!

Purity more important than Praise.

Otherwise, empty shouts!

2. Unquestioning Obedience

 “Worship” — First occurence in the English Bible —

Gen 22:5

By “worship,” Abraham meant sacrificing of his only

son in obedience to God!



148147

Earlier he had worshipped “normally” (Gen 21:33);

but now the “other side” of worship!

He did not ask any question!

Why? — God is God! He is Lord! That’s worship!

 Abraham — individual obedience

Antiochians — corporate obedience

Acts 13:1-4

A graceful Barnabas and a gifted Paul = 2 eyes!

No discussion or questioning!

This is the other side of worship!

Abraham: Father of all Christians

Antiochians: First to be called Christians (Acts 11:26)

 Worship is not to make “me” excited but “God” exalted!

The priority is to please God at any cost.

Here is where King Saul failed —

1 Sam 15:20-22 ... “To obey is better than sacrifice!”

Without obedience,

our songs & shouts become superficial!

3. Loving Relationships

 Loving man = Loving God

Mt 22:35-39

The “second” but not “secondary!”

Two sides of one coin.

Worship is not a substitute for relationships.

 Sacrifices to God vs. Walking in love

Eph 4:31 to 5:2

 Respect for man is the other side of fear of God —

Lk 18:2,4 ... A judge ... widow ...

“I do not fear God nor regard man”

 You cannot bless God and at the same time curse man—

(worshipping God ... wrecking people)

Js 3:9-11

 Loving God whom we have not seen?

1 Jn 4:20,21

 The Cross — = — Relationships:

vertical & horizontal

 First reconcile ... ALTAR (worship)!

Mt 5:23,24

One more hour of worship is easier

than one more mile of walk to help someone!

But such worship is void of fragrance!

4. Extravagant Offering

 Worship that costs us nothing is worth nothing!

eg) Hannah (1 Sam 1:24-28)

They “worshipped” the Lord.

Offering a bull is easier than offering your boy! (baby)

 “Two children” mean one too many!

 The firstborn for God (Ex 13:1,2)

The world cannot be evangelised unless

each Christian family takes this demand and

challenge seriously!

 Another example: The sinner woman (Lk 7:37,38)

She wept & wiped —

This we will do —

But she went one step further:

Gave away her precious possession.

We won’t mind singing a few more choruses but we will

murmur if we are asked to offer more than the tithe!



The root word for “worship” = “worthship”

C.T. Studd: “If Christ had died for me,

no sacrifice for Him can be too great!”

Growing from Tithe to Total is climbing the ladder of worship!

5. Charitable Deeds

 The Christian world has separated “spiritual worship”

from “social work” —

This is wrong — Isa 1:13-17

Activities in the meeting places must lead to Acts of love

in the marketplaces!

The scarlet sins of the above list are sins of omission!

 Overoccupying with one & forgetting the other —

Heb 13:15,16 ... praise ... share ...

Most of the worship choruses bless the Lord as “King”

— It’s the King who will divide the goats & sheep!

(Mt 25:31-46)

The balanced life of the early Christians —

a) “Praising God” & “having favour with all people”

b) “Breaking bread” & “distributing bread” to the needy!

Acts 2:44-47

 Mother Teresa spent many hours on knees in worship

& then went on foot to the streets!

A spiritual gospel without a social dimension = a ghost!

A social gospel without a spiritual message = a corpse!

— E. Stanley Jones (1884-1973) Amen!

(See Outline 113)

6. Exemplary Lifestyle

 Words to God (Great words)

vs. Works before men (Good work)

Mt 5:16 ... “Let your light ... good works ...

glorify the Father

 For a Christian, nothing is secular!

1 Cor 10:31 ... eat .. drink ... do ... glory of God

Everything sacred!

Worship: Must not stop in the Church ...

To continue in the community ... country ...

Three groups (v32)

 “Jews” — nominal Christians

 “Greeks” — non-Christians

 “Church” — real Christians

Lifestyle worship is the other side of Lip worship —

Root & Branches

“If the root is holy ...” (Rom 11:16)

 Worship inside and outside the Sanctuary

Col 3:16,17 Col 3:18-24

Psalms, Spouses, “In the Lord”

hymns, Parents + Children, “As to the Lord”

spiritual songs Masters + servants

 The Church the most unattractive group in Society

— The doctrine may be unattractive;

but our deeds must be attractive!

7. Unjust Suffering

 Accepting injustice and ill-treatment patiently

is the other side of worship —

1 Pet 4:14-16 ... blasphemed ... glorified
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 The Roman soldiers thought they were murdering Jesus.

But He was actually offering up Himself

as a “sweetsmelling aroma” to God!

 Also Stephen — (Acts 6:12-15; 7:54-60)

Angelic face

Open heavens

Vision of God’s glory

Jesus standing at the Father’s right hand

Forgiveness

Surrender

— What is all this but worship?

 A scene in Heaven —

“Who are these people?”

Rev 7:9-15

... Great Tribulation ... Serving before the

Throne day and night in His Temple!
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26

The Other Side of Power

Introduction

 The apostate Church: vs. The apostolic Church:

 “A form of godliness Godliness as well as power.

 without its power” Purity & Power

(2 Tim 3:5)

The word “power” is one of the most popular words

used in Christian preaching and writing.

Power Seminars

Power Evangelism

Power Explosion

Power Ministry

etc.

But in all these, what is predominantly emphasized

is the miracle-healing aspect of power, and physical

manifestations. This has created an off-balance

and led to unbiblical and questionable practices.

(John the Baptist — No miracles — Lk 1:17/Jn 10:41)

Let’s briefly consider a few NT passages to understand the

wholesome (full-orbed) meaning of the word “POWER.”

1. Saved by the Power of God

Rom 1:16 ... Gospel is the power to save us.

1 Cor 1:18,24 ... Message of the Cross

Col 2:11,12 ... Present resurrection

1 Cor 6:14 ... Future resurrection
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2. Pure thinking by the Power of God

2 Cor 10:4-7a ... every thought ... obedience to Christ

The greatest struggle in Christian life is to maintain

a pure thought-life.

“The greatest miracle is God taking an unholy man out of

the unholy world, making him holy, putting him back into

the unholy world, and keeping him holy!”

— Leonard Ravenhill, 1907-1994

Healings can be counterfeited;

Holiness cannot be counterfeited!

Rejoice over the availability of this power for you

to experience it moment by moment.

3. Discipled by the Power of God

2 Cor 6:4-10... endurance... Holy Spirit... power of God

Three names for God’s people in the Book of Acts —

a) Disciples — Nearly 30 times

b) Believers — A few times

c) Christians — Just once

Why?

Man is basically indisciplined —

The author is Satan (Gen 1:2a)

The Bible calls the first son of the first parents as of Satan

(1 Jn 3:12).

He violated God’s order of respect for human life (Gen 4:8).

God is the Restorer of Order (Gen 1:2,3; 1 Cor 14:33)

That’s why He gave His law!

In OT, He wrote it on stone;

in NT, He writes it on the heart (2 Cor 3:3).

“To disciple” and “to discipline” are interrelated words.

This is not an overnight change.

It is a lifetime exercise.

It is hard work.

The power of God “captivates” us, the “rebellious” people,

to become His willing “slaves” (Psa 68:17,18)

Areas of discipline (2 Cor 6:4-10) —

 Patience/endurance  Purity

 Needs (wants or needs?)  Love/Relationships

 Distresses  Honour/dishonour

 Labours (How to handle)

 Sleep/Oversleep  Popularity

 Fasting/Food habits  Poorness

4. Revelation by the Power of God

2 Cor 4:4-7

It takes the same creative power of God

(= “God who commanded light out of darkness”)

to dispel darkness from us and bring brightness and

revelation.

Remember, every time you understand a divine truth,

God’s mighty power is in action!

eg) Lk 10:17-24 ... Satan falling ... revealed ...

Revelation is in the inner man —

in the depth of our being.

Therefore it may not be dramatic;

but it is intensely real.

Dt 32:1-3 ... teaching ... rain ... dew ...

Believe that the power of God is deeply at work

when you are meditating God’s Word.
-
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5. Overcoming weakness by the Power of God

2 Cor 13:4 ... weakness ... power of God

eg) Paul’s weakness —

2 Cor 12:7-10 ... thorn... infirmities... power of Christ

Power of God in our life does not mean absence of weakness,

but victory in weakness!

 Fanny Crosby was blind —

but mighty in composing & singing.

 David Brainerd was a TB patient —

but mighty in praying.

 Billy Graham has many sicknesses —

but mighty in evangelism.

 Amy Carmichael was bedridden for over 20 years —

but mighty in rescuing temple girls.

 Tozer & Ravenhill were limping —

but were mighty prophets.

Name your weakness —

that is where God’s power will be manifest.

6. Witnessing by the Power of God

2 Tim 1:7,8 ... spirit of power ... don’t be ashamed

Eph 3:5-7 ... Gospel ... working of His power

Acts 1:8 ... power ... Holy Spirit ... witnesses

You already have that power.

Use it!

Wrong concepts in Preaching/Evangelism —

 Free flow of expression is power.

— This may simply be an oratory skill.

D.L. Moody was  poor in eloquence

but mighty in communicating

the Message.

 Noise is power.

— Hitler was one of the loudest

speakers in history.

But he was demonic.

 Great results mean power.

— Hidden ministries are of greater value.

Examples of nobodies —

 Who taught Martin Luther his theology,

and inspired his translation of the New Testament?

 Who visited D.L. Moody at a shoeshop

and spoke to him about Christ?

 Who was the wife of C.H. Spurgeon?

 Who was the elderly woman who prayed faithfully

for Billy Graham for over 20 years?

 Who financed William Carey’s ministry in India?

 Who helped Charles Wesley get underway

as a composer of hymns?

 Who found the Dead Sea Scrolls?

 Who taught G. Campbell Morgan,

the “peerless expositer,” his techniques in the pulpit?

 Who discipled George Muller

and snatched him from a sinful lifestyle?

 Who were the parents of the godly

and gifted prophet Daniel?

Had it not been for such unknown persons — nobodies —

a huge chunk of Church History would be missing!

Believe that God’s mighty power is in operation

when you witness faithfully.
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7. Kept by the Power of God

1 Pet 1:3-5

We are “sealed” for the Day of Redemption (Eph 4:30).

What does this mean?

Sealing the huge logs of wood in the shop

before carrying them to the carpentry shop.

There are times  when our faith is shaken up to such an

extent that we begin to wonder whether we will ever make it!

 Greater is He ... (1 Jn 4:4)

 You are in My hands; no man can snatch

(Jn 10:28,29).

 Predestined ... called ... justified ... glorified

“ALL THINGS FOR GOOD” (Rom 8:28-30)

 Conclusion

Let’s pray that the Lord may “enlighten our eyes of

understanding” that we may know “what is the exceeding

greatness of His power” that’s already working in and

for us! (Eph 1:18,19)

Silent power —

eg) The light & heat of the sun.

The penetrating power of the tree through rocks.
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Is Doctrinal Study a must?

Introduction

The super-importance of doctrinal study is highlighted

in the following passages —

 The first item in the 4-fold growth of the early Church —

Acts 2:42 ... doctrine ... fellowship ... breadbreaking

 The first of the 4 benefits of God’s Word —

2 Tim 3:16 ... doctrine ... reproof ... correction ...

 The first charge of Paul to Timothy, his trainee —

1 Tim 1:3 ... urged ... charge ... no other doctrine ...

 Pointed warning about the last days —

2 Tim 4:3,4 ... truth ... fables ...

The Apostles have come against false doctrines in all their

Epistles —

 Romans

3:3-9 ... Jewish exclusivism

8:1,31-35 ... Bringing God’s people under the

condemnation of the Law

(Who? ... Who? ... Who? ... Who?)

Ch 14 ... Legalism — Observance of days

and dietary regulations — Liberty in Christ (v6)

 1 Corinthians

1:1-13/3:21-23 ... Personality cult

11:20-34 ... Wrong observance of the Lord’s Supper

 (unworthy participation)

15:33-58 ... Denial of Resurrection

 (Foolishness — v36)
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 2 Corinthians
3:5-8,15,16 ... Failure to understand the supremacy

of the New Covenant

11:3,4 ... Another Jesus ... a different spirit ...

 a different Gospel.

11:13-16 ... false apostles ... deceitful workers ...

  angel of light

 Galatians
1:6 ... a different Gospel (Grace to Law)

3:2,3 ... begun in Spirit, ending in flesh

5:4 ... falling from grace

The entire Epistle is a warning against the “foolishness”

of turning back to the Law.

 Ephesians
4:14 ... “winds” of doctrines ... cunningness ...

deception

 Philippians
3:2,3 ... Beware of dogs! — Circumcision

 :4-8 ... Ceremonial religion is “rubbish.”

 Colossians
2:8 ... Philosophy and deceit

  :20-23 ... legalism and neglect of body

 1 Thessalonians
3:3-5 ... The tempter taking advantage of

the sufferings of God’s people

(i.e. people embrace false teachers when in crisis,

desperate for some help)

 2 Thessalonians
2:1-3 ... Deception about the coming of the

“Day of the Lord”

 :9-12 ... Those who do not “love” the truth

 will get into “delusion” believing a “lie”

 1 Timothy

1:4 ... fables & endless geneologies

 :19 ... shipwreck of faith

4:1 ... deceiving spirits & doctrines of demons

6:4,5 ... disputes ... arguments ... wrangling

 2 Timothy

2:16-18 ... profane & vain babblings ...

cancer ... resurrection already past

Remedy: 2:15 — “Rightly divide the Word”

 Titus

3:9-11 ... foolish disputes ... striving about Law ...

divisive men

 Hebrews

This is through & through a doctrinal Epistle,

emphasizing how the New Covenant is

better than the Old.

eg) 8:1,2 ... the “main point” ... sufficient High Priest

 James

2:17 ... Faith without works is dead

i.e. not saved “by” works but “for” works

(cf. Eph 2:8-10)

 1 & 2 Peter

2 Pet 2:1-3 ... false prophets ... false teachers as

opposed to “holy prophets & apostles” (3:1-3)

3:15,16 ... twisting of the Scriptures

 1,2 & 3 John

1 Jn 4:1-3 ... false prophets ... antichrist

 Jude

vv3,4 ... Contend for the faith, because

certain men have “crept in unawares!”
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 Revelation

2:14 ... Doctrine of Balaam

 :15 ... Doctrine of Nicolaitans

 :20 ... Jezebel the false prophetess

 Conclusion
In spite of the fact that in the NT so much is spoken

against false doctrines, folks avoid doctrinal studies

saying —

a) It’s dry.

No, it’s as refreshing as “dew” and

“raindrops” (Dt 32:2)

b) It’s difficult.

But we must move away from “milk” stage

to eat strong “meat” (Heb 5:13,14)

C) It’s divisive.

But those who cause “divisions” by wrong

“doctrines” must be avoided (Rom 16:17)

(Study the Outline 28 also.)
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The Benefits of Doctrinal Study

Introduction

It’s often argued that the “devotional” meditation of the Bible

is more important than the “doctrinal” study of it.

But it must be remembered that it’s the sound doctrinal

foundation that keeps devotional meditation from going off

the track.

Here are some observations —

 Doctrinal study is not dry.

Dt 32:1,2 ... doctrine ... dew ... raindrops ...

 Doctrinal study is the first of the fourfold benefit

of the Bible.

2 Tim 3:16,17... doctrine, reproof, correction, instruction

 Doctrinal study is the first of the four spiritual exercises

for growth.

Acts 2:42 ... doctrine ... fellowship ... breadbreaking ...

Here are a few benefits of doctrinal study —

1. It will ENRICH you in knowledge & understanding.

1 Cor 1:4,5

Knowledge & understanding come from the Word of God

thro’ the Spirit of God —

Col 1:9,10 ... The apostles’ prayer for saints

  “His will ... our walk ... our work”

2 Tim 3:15-17 ... Scriptures ... wise ... doctrine ...

The doctrinal study of the Scriptures will increase

your overall understanding of God’s Word also.
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2. It will ENLIGHTEN you.

We all have our blindspots.

Psa 119:130 ... Entrance of God’s Word gives light.

Lk 24:44,45 ... opened their understanding... Scriptures

Several things will become clear to you.

Confusion x Clarity

While studying, pray, “Lord, Open my eyes” (Psa 119:18)

3. It will EMANCIPATE you.

Jn 8:31,32 ... The Truth shall make you free

This was not addressed to unbelievers, but disciples.

This speaks of the ongoing emancipation experience

thro’ the Word.

One of the word pictures for the Scriptures is —

“Sword” (Eph 6:17)

It will liberate you from anything that’s binding you,

leading you to godliness —

Rom 6:17,18 ... doctrine ... set free

1 Tim 6:3 ... doctrine ... godliness

You will come out of your inhibitions.

The “banner” of victory is actually the Word of God —

Isa 59:19,21

4. It will ENCOURAGE you in your walk and work.

When you know you are in the Truth, no fear —

2 Tim 2:19 ... A life of assurance

The message of the Bible:

God knows us; we are to know Him.

Rom 15:4 ... “comfort” thro’ Scriptures

Amp: “Encouragement drawn from the Scriptures”

You will be established in steadfast “hope”

oscillation/unsteadiness/griplessness/etc.

will disappear.

5. It will EXPOSE to you the false doctrines.

The very first admonition to Timothy (1 Tim 1:3)

“charge ... no other doctrine”

A definite sign of endtimes (2 Tim 4:3)

Paul’s similar exhortation to Titus (Tit 2:1)

My objectives in Bible teaching —

a) To teach believers how to interpret the Bible

and escape floods of false doctrines;

b) To expose the false doctrines of the day and establish

them in the sound doctrine of God’s Word.

 Critical analysis

 Objective approach

 Not “against” someone, but “for” something (The Truth)

 Calculated risk (Gal 4:16)

Have I become your enemy because I told the Truth?

I teach with much prayer that I may

“speak the Truth in love” (Eph 4:15)

6. It will EQUIP you to protect, deliver and guide others.

Eph 4:12,14 ... equip saints ... no longer tossed ...

1 Tim 4:6 ... instructing the brothers ... nourished

Tit 1:9 ... By sound doctrine ... exhort & convict

Not by argument but thro’ teaching sound doctrine

Scarcity of “doctrinal” teaching programmes.

The failure of senior pastors/preachers/leaders today —

But see how the apostles and elders came together

when believers stood confused —

(Acts 15:6)

“Good to the Holy Spirit and to us” (v28)

Result:

The believers rejoiced with encouragement (vv30,31)
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7. It will EMBOLDEN you in the ministry of God’s Word.

Sound doctrine gives you sound mind.

You are then freed from fear —

2 Tim 1:7 ... no fear ... sound mind ...

There may be so many problems in your life —

They must not intimidate/paralyse you and shut

your mouth —

2 Tim 2:9 ... I suffer in chains... but the Word not bound

Paul during house arrest (Under a Roman Guard) —

“preaching... teaching... confidence ...” (Acts 28:30,31)

Doctrinal study makes you vigorous, vibrant and vigilant.

 Conclusion

An excellent prayer before doctrinal study — Psa 119:66

“Teach me good judgment,

 wise and right discernment, and knowledge;

 for I have believed Your commandments!”

(Amplified Bible)

(Study the Outline 27 also.)
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How to escape false doctrines
and embrace Sound Doctrine

Introduction

A preacher once asked:

“Why talk about doctrine?

 Let’s just talk about Jesus!”

 2 Tim 3:16 — First profit — DOCTRINE

Acts 2:42 — Early Church, First aspect — DOCTRINE

2 Tim 4:3,4 — Last day sign

Fables, not Truth Amos 8:11

Experiences, not Scripture        Famine!

 There is a “flood” of false doctrine in the land alongwith

worldwide evangelism, but the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up

a “banner” against Satan!

The “banner” is God’s WORD (Isa 59:19-21)

God’s “banner” against Satan is His WORD!

— “It is written ... It is written ...” (Mt 4)

Satan’s primary attack is always on the integrity of

God’s Word —

eg) To Eve ... “Did God say?” (Gen 3:1)

Therefore, our only offensive weapon against Satan is

God’s Word —

“Sword of the Spirit” (Eph 6:17)
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How to escape false doctrines

and embrace sound doctrine:

1. Cultivate a spirit of childlike simplicity and obedience.

Isa 28:9 ... To whom will He teach doctrine ...

1 Pet 2:2 ...As newborn babes ... milk ... Word

Jn 7:17 ... If anyone wants to do His will ...

Because,

the ultimate value of doctrine is sanctification

and edification —

Rom 6:17 ... deliverance from sin

1 Tim 1:3,4 ... godly edification ... Reject others.

2. Keep the Scriptures above all experiences.

2 Pet 1:16-21 ... Transfiguration ... more sure Word

1 Cor 14:37,38 ... prophet ... commandments ...

Not experience to truth,

but truth to experience

eg) Mt 22:23-33 ... 7 brothers ... one woman

(Sadducees’ argument: There will be a

big confusion if there was a resurrection!)

Jesus: Scriptures ... Power of God

3. Be balanced and avoid extremes.

A.W. Tozer: Truth ... A bird with two wings

   ... A coin with two sides

eg) Love of God vs. Wrath of God Rom 11:22

Fruits vs. Gifts 1 Cor 14:1

Prosperity vs. Adversity Eccl 7:14

Evangelism vs. Social concern Mt 10:7,8

Life vs. Ministry 2 Tim 2:21

Eph 4:11-15 ... Wholesome growth ...

All the 5 ministries ... every “wind!”

Illustrate: An Elephant and 5 blind men

“Whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27)

eg) Gospel writers about Jesus:

Matthew: King  vs. Mark: Servant

Luke: Son of Man  vs. John: Son of God

eg) Growth of Boy Jesus: (Lk 2:52)

“stature” vs. “wisdom”

“favour with God”  vs. “favour with men”

4. Follow the principles of Biblical interpretation.

a) Differentiate between the OT & NT —

1 Tim 1:5-7 ... purpose of commandment ...

spiritual not ceremonial

Rom 14:5,6,17 ... days ... food ... liberty

Col 2:16,17,20-23 ... Touch not ... Taste not

shadow vs. substance

Heb 13:8,9 ... Christ the same ... grace ... food

OT — Material Blessings (Dt 28)

NT — Spiritual Blessings (Eph 1:3)

b) Avoid spiritualizing every detail of a parable or incident —

Stop with the moral of the story.

c) Compare Scripture with Scripture —

One Scripture passage keeps the other in proper tension.

Isa 34:16 ... pairs

eg) Peace on Earth ... Lk 2:14

Sword on Earth ... Mt 10:34
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i.e. Jesus gives us peace and He wants us to stand

against anything that prevents us

from proclaiming the peace to others

(See Mt 10:32,33,35-39)

d) Get the overall sense of the passage —

 eg) Rev 22:11,12 ... unrighteous still ...

This is a challenge to the overcomers not to come

down to world’s standards but keep moving forward

for the reward.

Do not take a text out of context —

eg) Mk 13:11 ... Not for pulpit but for prison!

When common sense makes sense,

do not look for any other sense.

5. Use reliable Study Bibles & Commentaries.

1 Tim 4:13

Refer to my booklet: “Unless someone guides me ...”

All need not be original like Paul —

2 Tim 2:2 ... Paul  Timothy  faithful men  others

1 Jn 2:27 ... This does not refer to God-appointed teachers

but false teachers (v26)

 Conclusion

 Foundation — God’s will ... God’s Word (Mt 7:21-27)

(Sand vs. Rock)

 Superstructure — Gold ... Wood ... (1 Cor 3:12-15)

 Fire of God’s Word (Jer 23:28,29)
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Spiritual Paradoxes

Introduction

A “paradox” is a statement, situation, person or an action

that may look self-contradictory but may be true. Such

paradoxes are simply too many in spiritual life. Here’s a list of

20 of them which are quite common. Understanding or

handling of paradoxes adds to spiritual maturity.

1. The good of evil

Joseph’s brothers did him evil,

but God turned it to good —

Gen 45:4-8 ... you sold me ... God sent me ...

2. The blessing of curse

Dt 23:5 ... God turned the curse into a blessing ...

Prov 26:2 ... A curse without cause shall not alight

1 Pet 4:14 ... On their part blasphemed ...

on your part glorified ...

That’s  why we must bless those who curse us —

(Mt 5:44)

3. The honour of dishonour

The Apostles rejoiced because they had been given the

honour of being dishonoured for the Name of Jesus —

Acts 5:41 ... rejoicing ... suffer shame ...

2 Cor 6:8 ... honour ... dishonour ... evil report ...

good report ...

4. The gain of loss

Phil 3:8 ... all things loss ... gain Christ

2 Cor 6:10 ... having nothing ... possessing everything
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5. The light of darkness

Mic 7:8 ... sit in darkness ... the Lord ... light ...

Psa 112:4 ... light in the darkness

 139:11,12 ... night shall be light ... both alike ...

Isa 58:10 ... your darkness as noonday ...

God dwells in dark cloud (1 Ki 8:12,13);

and in unapproachable light (1 Tim 6:16).

6. The prosperity of poverty

2 Cor 6:10 ... poor ... yet making many rich

8:2 ... deep poverty ... riches of liberality

Mk 12:42-44 ... poor widow ... gave more than all

7. The top of bottom

Phil 2:5-11 ... servant ... above every name ...

Js 1:9 ... lowly brother ... exaltation

1 Pet 5:6 ... humble ... exalt ...

8. The strength of weakness

2 Cor 12:9,10 ... When weak ... then strong ...

13:4 ... crucified in  weakness ... power ...

1 Cor 2:3,4 ... weakness ... Spirit and power ...

Heb 11:34 ... out of weakness ... made strong ...

9. The confidence of uncertainty

Many things we may not know, but we can be confident.

Heb 11:8 ... Abraham went out not knowing where

Ruth 3:18 ... Sit until ... he will not rest until ...

Job 23:8-10 ... I cannot see ... but He knows ...

  35:14 ... Although ... not see Him ... wait for Him

Acts 20:22-24 ... not knowing ... with joy ...

10. The wisdom of foolishness

1 Cor 1:25a ... foolishness of God wiser ...

1:21 ... foolishness of message ...

11. The life of death

Rom 6:8-11 ... dead to sin ... alive to God ...

1 Cor 15:21,22 ... in Adam die ... in Christ live ...

Gal 2:20 ... crucified ... live by faith ...

Jn 11:25 ... though he may die ... shall live ...

12. The joy of sorrow

Psa 30:5b ... weeping ... night ... joy ... morning

 84:6 ... Valley of Weeping ... spring ... rain ... pools

Jn 16:21,22 ... woman ... labour ... sorrow ... joy ... baby

1 Pet 1:6-8 ... grieved ... trials ... rejoice ... joy ...

13. The peace of conflicts

Psa 120:7 ... I am for peace ... they are for war

Prov 16:7 ... enemies ... peace ...

When Midianites & Amalekites were oppressing the

Israelites, Jehovah-Shalom (= the Lord of Peace) —

Judg 6:13,23,24

Rom 16:20 ... God of peace will crush Satan ...

Phil 4:6,7 ... anxious ... peace of God ...

14. The first of last

Mt 19:30; 20:16 ... first ... last ... last ... first ...

1 Cor 4:9; 12:28a ... apostles ... last ... apostles ... first ...

   15:8-10 ... last of all by me ... more abundantly ...

15. The victory of defeat

Lk 24:21;46-47 ... We were hoping ... rise from the dead

Acts 2:22-28 ... put to death ... Hades ... life ... joy
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16. The nearness of remoteness

Mt 6:9 ... Our Father “in Heaven ...”

but, Jn 14:23 ... Father and I ... make our home ...

Dt 4:7; Psa 145:18 ... God so near ... call on Him ...

Psa 34:18 ... Lord near ... broken heart ...

Rom 10:6-8 ... heaven ... abyss ... near you ... heart

Heb 4:14-16 ... heavens ... come ... Throne of Grace ...

17. The present of future

Mt 6:10 ... Your Kingdom come ...

but, Lk 17:21 ... the Kingdom ... within you ...

Rom 8:23,24 ... We have ... eagerly waiting ...

Heb 2:8 ... put all in subjection ... but not yet ...

18. The company of loneliness

Jesus: Jn 16:32 ... you all will leave ... not alone ...

Paul: 2 Tim 4:16,17 ... all forsook ... Lord with me ...

19. The freedom of slavery

1 Cor 7:22 ... Lord’s freedman ... Christ’s slave ...

9:19,20 ... free from all men ... servant ...

  10:23,24 ... lawful ... not helpful ...

20. The beauty of unattractiveness

Isa 53:2 ... no splendour ... no beauty ...

but, Mt 3:17; 17:5 ... beloved ... I am well-pleased

Prov 31:30 ... beauty ... vain ... fears God ... praised

1 Pet 3:3,4 ... beauty ... outward ... hidden ... precious

Note:

Some of these paradoxes can be reversed.

eg) The gain of loss ... The loss of gain (Mk 8:36)
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The first Message of each NT Epistle

The first truth presented in each of the

21 New Testament Epistles,

immediately after the words of greeting,

serves as a key to unlock each book —

1) Romans

— The widely-spoken faith (1:8)

2) 1 Corinthians

— The all-sufficient grace of God (1:4-7)

3) 2 Corinthians

— God of all comfort  (1:3-7)

4) Galatians

— A different Gospel (1:6-10)

5) Ephesians

— Every spiritual blessing (1:3-6)

6) Philippians

— God completes what He begins (1:6)

7) Colossians

— Faith in Christ the Preeminent

& love for all saints (1:4)

8) 1 Thessalonians

— Work of faith, labour of love, patience of hope (1:3)

9) 2 Thessalonians

— Patience & faith in persecution & tribulation

(1:3-6)
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10) 1 Timothy

— No other doctrine! (1:3)

11) 2 Timothy

— Stir up the gift! (1:3-7)

12) Titus

— Set things in order! (1:5)

13) Philemon

— The refreshing love towards saints (v7)

14) Hebrews

— God speaks by His son (1:1,2)

15) James

— Joy in trials (1:2)

16) 1 Peter

— A living hope thro’ Christ’s resurrection (1:3)

17) 2 Peter

— Godly life & divine nature (1:3,4)

18) 1 John

— The Word of Life (1:1)

19) 2 John

— Walking in Truth (vv1-4)

20) 3 John

— Prosperity of soul & body (v2)

21) Jude

— Contend for the faith (v3)

(Compare with the Outline 32.)
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The Final Exhortations in the Epistles

Introduction

The use of phrases like “First of all..,” “Above all ..,” and

“Finally” are commonplace in the writings of the Apostles.

They used these phrases not to simply beautify their

language but to lay stress where they wanted it. Here’s a

compilation of the word “Finally” from the writings of Paul,

Peter and John. Together they present a set of practical

exhortations. The order is not canonical.

(1) Philippians 4:8 — Take care of your thought life.

FINALLY, brothers, whatever things are true ...

... meditate on these things.

Result: Peace of God (v7)

God of Peace (v9)

Prov 23:7a ... As a man thinks, so is he!

The first in the 8-item list of Phil 4:8 —

“Whatever is true”

Check at the end of each day whether

whatever you thought or spoke that day was true.

(2) 1 Peter 3:8,9 — Maintain brotherly love.

FINALLY, all of you be of one mind ...

... compassion ... love ... tenderhearted ...

Why?

 Our calling (v9) ... To be a blessing.

Nobody should be hurt by us.
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 That our days may be good (vv10-12)

 The Lord is coming soon (Phil 4:5)

(3) Philippians 3:1;4:4 — Rejoice in the Lord.

FINALLY, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord.

To stay joyful is “our” responsibility (Psa 84:5-7).

Do not blame circumstances, events or persons

for your joylessness.

Learn to handle depressing situations.

Make friends with cheerful people.

A joyful person is usually efficient (Neh 8:10)

(4) 2 Thessalonians 3:1,2 — Be aggressive in Evangelism.

FINALLY, brothers, pray for us ...

... the Word of the Lord ... be glorified ... wicked men

Whatever you do,

tie it up to the extension of God’s Kingdom.

Be missionary-minded.

Think of the blessings we have received from the early

missionaries —

Bible in our languages ...

Christian Hospitals & Schools ...

Church buildings in strategic locations ...

(5) Ephesians 6:10 — Fight the enemy relentlessly.

FINALLY, my brothers, be strong in the Lord

... Put on the whole armour of God ...

The emphasis is on the “whole” armour (vv11,13)

Do not leave out any one weapon.

eg) Do not become sluggish in using the weapons —

a) “Shoes” — for advance

b) “Sword” — for attack

(6) 2 Corinthians 13:11 — Go on to perfection.

FINALLY, brothers, become complete.

With many Christians, it is —

Salvation ... Satisfaction ... Stagnation

Go on going on! Press on! (Phil 3:13,14)

In any area, be ready to change for the better.

Blessed are the flexible; for they shall not be broken!

(7) Revelation 22:21 — Embrace the Grace of God.

This is the FINAL verse in the Bible.

This is how we will finish our life —

It’s grace hath brought me safe thus far,

And grace will lead me Home!

— John Newton, 1725-1807

Zerubbabel will finish his work with shouts of

“Grace ... Grace!” (Zech 4:7-9)

(This outline can be used

for the closing Talk of any Retreat or Seminar.)

(Compare with the Outline 31.)
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