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Subject: Grade 9 Personal Development 
Term: 4 
Week: 4  Lesson Number 127 
Unit: 9.4: The Papua New Guinea Way  

Topic: The Customary Law 

Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction: 
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 
legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book. 
Step 3: Complete Practice Exercise. 
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work. (I will be checking your 
Exercise Book when you return to School). 
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams 
or draw them into your exercise book. 
 
 What is Customary Law?  
Customary Law is also known as Restorative Justice. It is a method of dealing with conflicts in 
communities. It was the normal processes or practice in Papua New Guinea before the Western 
Justice System was introduced and recently it has been discovered by the lawful systems in other 
countries.  
The process has two mediators who speak with the family of the offender and the victim separately to 
explain the process of customary law. The family (support group) of the offender helps him or her to 
take responsibility for the wrong that he or she has done. The family (support group) of the victim 
assists him or her to speak out about the harm that he or she has experienced as a result of the 
offence. 
The aim of customary law is to restore, not only the offender but also the community and the victim. 

 
Why is Customary Law Important?  
As members in a community it is important that peace and harmony is maintained. Because of this, 
all parties should be willing to compromise and reach an agreement. Customary law tries to mend 
the broken relationships that brought about the crime and brings a peaceful solution of healing back 
to the society. This is done when the offender is made to face up to his action, which has brought 
harm to others. Facing up to the action brings shame to the offender so that he/she asks for forgiveness 
and agrees to make things better. He is reunited with the victim and the community through a ceremony of 
forgiveness. Customary law is used when one person has committed a crime against another person such as 
domestic violence, hold up, stealing, adultery, insulting language or gossip. Crimes of a much serious nature, 
like rape and murder are to be dealt with at a higher court. 
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                                                    Practice Exercise 127: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling 
of terms. 

1. What is customary Law? 
2. Name the group of people that are involved in customary law. 
3. List some examples of customary Law in your society. 
4. What is another name for customary Law? 

 
You should be able to define customary Law. 
 
 
 
 
  


