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Wk 9 Gr 8 Sci Lesson 25_SK 

 

Subject: Grade 8 Science 
Term: 1      
Week: 9        Lesson: 25A 
Unit 4. Growth and Reproduction       Topic 4.2: Reproduction and survival 
Text:  Methods of reproduction 
Practice: Reading and comprehension 

 

Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 

legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Complete thePractice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work.  (I will be checking your 

Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams 
or draw them into your exercise book. 

Practice Exercise 25A: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling 
of terms and appropriate calculations where required. 
 
1. Why is reproduction important to living things? Reproduction is important to living things 

because ……… 

2. State the difference between sexual and asexual reproduction. The difference between sexual 

and asexual reproduction ………………… 

3. Define these terms:  

a) Gametes        b) Fertilization        c) Zygote       d) Embryo      e) Hermaphrodites  

4. What are the male and female gametes of plants? The male gamete is ….. and the female 

gamete is …….. 

5. What are the male and female gametes of animals? The male gamete is ….. and the female 

gamete is …….. 

6. Describe the differences between internal and external fertilization. The difference between 

internal fertilisation and external fertilisation………………………………………………. 

7. Why do fish and amphibians lay thousands of eggs? Fish and amphibians lay thousands of 

eggs because……. 
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Wk 9 Gr 8 Sci Lesson 25_SK 

 

You should be able to develop an understanding of the importance of reproduction to living 
things, identify the gametes of plants and animals, differentiated between internal and 
external fertilization, and explained why fish and amphibians lay thousands of eggs.  
 
 
Resource for Week 9, Lesson 25A  
 
REPRODUCTION AND SURVIVAL 

Methods of reproduction  

Why is there a need to reproduce?  To ensure the existence of a species. 

There are two basic methods of reproduction:  

 Sexual (needing a male and female parents) 

 Asexual (needing only one parent). ‘Asexual’ means ‘without sex’  

Although most plants and animals use only one of these methods, some can use both.  

1.  SEXUAL REPRODUCTION  

Sexual reproduction involves the exchange of the male and female sex cells (gametes).  

 MALE GAMETE FEMALE GAMETE 

PLANT Pollen  Ovule 

ANIMAL Sperm Ovum/ova/egg 

 

Fertilization is the fusion (joining) of the male and female gametes. A zygote is formed after fertilization. It 

then divides and grows into an embryo in both plants and animals.  

Internal fertilization External fertilization 

 Fusion of male and female gametes 

within the female body 

 Male gametes are deposited into the 

female body using special organs like 

the penis.  

 Fewer eggs produced by females 

because chances of fertilization is high.  

 Number of offspring produced in less 

due to less eggs produced.  

 Animals that carry out internal 

fertilization are mammals, reptiles, and 

birds.  

 Fusion of the male and female gametes outside 

the body of the female. 

 Female lays eggs in water and male spreads his 

sperms over the eggs. Water helps in bringing 

the gametes closer.  

 Large numbers of eggs are produced to ensure 

fertilization takes place. 

 Eggs may be dehydrated (during drought) or 

eaten by predators.  

 Animals that carry out external fertilization are 

fish and amphibians.  

 

 

 A few species like tapeworms possess both male and female reproductive organs; they are called 
hermaphrodites. They can therefore produce both sperm and eggs.  


