
Sermon 57: 2 Samuel 23:1-7: David’s last words 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
In death all our masks are stripped away.  Any appearances of power are taken away as we 
impotently die; all apparent beauty disappears in rot; our deathbed tends to bring out of our 
hearts what we have been putting into it our whole lives and we are revealed.  Some die full 
of fear and terror; others self-deceived think they have nothing to fear; but many a Christian 
has died what was called a good death.  We don’t hear much about these anymore.  In part 
this is because we die in old age homes away from family and friends, but also because of 
the medications we are on so that we die with ‘dignity.’  I do not grudge anyone pain relief, 
but we must not so drug ourselves in the face of death, the most important moment in our 
lives when we are about to go into our eternal destinies, that we are not in our right minds.  
I will always remember the example of Martin Holdt who opted out of morphine in order to 
be in his right mind to speak without hindrance to God and his family. 
 
What are the last words you are going to speak before you die, what final statement will you 
prepare when you go?  Some of Luther’s last words were, ‘We are beggars, this is true.’  
This tells us about his view of man and his need of grace.  Well today we come to David’s 
last words.  There is another record of his last words to Solomon, but think of these as the 
final prepared formal statement that David makes, one he wanted to be recorded and 
reported by others.  These are attached to David’s life song of 2 Sam. 22, and are a fitting 
final statement. 
 
In this final statement David portrays himself as a receiver, a recipient of grace, inspiration 
and faithfulness.  Remember that these words would have been spoken at a farily turbulent 
time in Israel’s history.  We will learn in our studies of Solomon that Adonijah attempted to 
move in on the throne and Solomon had to be rushed into position as king.  David the great 
king is dying, what will become of Israel, what will become of the promises, who will rule, 
what does the future hold.  David’s final words are pastoral as they would have inspired the 
nation with the faith that gave him great confidence in the face of death.   
 
Recipient of grace 
 
Verse 1, ‘Now these are the last words of David: The oracle of David, the son of Jesse, the 
oracle of the man who was raised on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, the sweet 
psalmist of Israel.’  We have a wonderful recounting of the life of David and how God in His 
grace has promoted him throughout life.  David began as a shepherd boy and mere son of 
Jesse, he was a grandchild to a Moabitess and of humble beginnings.  This young boy was 
anointed for king and was ‘raised on high.’  He became the king, the anointed of God, God’s 
vice-regent.  And more than that perhaps his greatest honour was to become the psalmist 
of Israel, the leader of God’s people in honouring his great God.   
 
Was this how your own prepared words began?  Did you begin by remembering how sinful 
and worthless you were?  Did you think on your sin and the profound privilege of God 
condescending in Christ to save a wretch like you and I?  Not only that He then takes us into 



His service, He fits us and strengthens us, and leads us and opens doors of opportunity for 
us.  He blesses our feeble efforts and entrusts us with eternal things.  He has granted each 
one of us gifts, He has given one of us His Holy Spirit to help and teach us.  We are a royal 
nation, a holy priesthood and we will receive crowns and rewards in the new creation.   
 
When David looks back over his life he does not see his own strength and efforts, he sees 
God and His grace.  A deathbed is converted into a time of holy heart felt worship.   
 
Recipient of inspiration 
 
Now in these opening 3 verses we have it emphasized six times that God is inspiring David 
in a prophetic fashion.  V1 talks about how this is an oracle twice.  V2-3a stress it in every 
line, ‘"The Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; his word is on my tongue.  The God of Israel 
has spoken; the Rock of Israel has said to me.’  Why do think David would have to 
emphasize his point so emphatically?  Well, this was a time of unrest in Israel, David’s reign 
was at an end, a new young king was taking over, Adonijah was challenging for the throne, 
there was no evident warrior among the kings sons, and many more reasons I am sure.  
This is written in order to assure you that what you are about to hear is the very word of 
God. 
 
David talks about the king.  If one rules justly and in the fear of God he will see a time of 
blessing upon the people.  Verse 4 explains the blessing in pictures of bounty in nature with 
light and sunshine and growth, ‘he dawns on them like the morning light, like the sun 
shining forth on a cloudless morning, like rain that makes grass to sprout from the earth.’  
Now we know that the history of the kings is one of one failure after another, yet we have 
the promise here that if you have a righteous king a new Eden like state will come about.  
When David speaks about this individual king he is not merely speaking hypothetically but 
prophetically about the Messiah.  Christ, the King has come, He has died for His people and 
will come again to install this perfect kingdom.  This is no promise that tortures us because 
this time of peace portrayed is out of reach.  No, Christ is the king who will fulfil it.  
 
David ministers to others on his death bed when you would think he would be the one 
needing ministry, but this is how it goes with those who walk with God.  In their time of 
need they serve.  Think of Christ on the cross giving comfort to the thief when going 
through the most difficult of trials and deaths.   
 
Recipient of faithfulness 
 
David knows that his future, and the future of his family is certain because of the promise of 
God.  His view of the future is built on the foundation of God’s covenant with him.  V5, ‘"For 
does not my house stand so with God? For he has made with me an everlasting covenant, 
ordered in all things and secure. For will he not cause to prosper all my help and my desire?’  
What confidence in the face of death.  This is not self-confidence but confidence in a God 
who cannot lie.  David is confident that the kingdom of Israel will be secure because of 2 
Sam. 7:12-13, ‘When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom.  He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.’  David is showing Israel the faith they ought to have in the future as they too trust 
in a promise keeping God. 
 
Our confidence in the face of death is based on better foundation that the promises of God, 
than on His eternal covenant.  God made a pact with the Son in eternity past, when He 



loved us in Christ before the foundations of the earth, Eph. 1:4.  There Christ stepped 
forward as the one to mediate for and represent His people.  That love which was set upon 
us was the love that set the plan of salvation in action, it was the one that oversaw every 
step necessary to bringing our Saviour into the world from Eve to Mary.  God has promised 
Christ a people and He will never break that promise to His Son.  We could bring judgement 
upon ourselves and forfeit any right to any promise made to us, but it was Christ who stood 
in our stead and received the promise, He will never sin and disqualify Himself, he has 
already succeeded and secured all that guarantees that we will be saved.  The covenant that 
loved us predestined us, called us, justified us and will most certainly glorify us.  This we 
can know.  That covenant steers God’s infinite power to fulfil and plan laid out before time, 
and all will come to pass as He planned it.  This includes the salvation of a people who have 
trusted in Christ.  Every promise to those believe will come true.  David knew it and it 
equipped him to face death with confidence and we can know it as well.   
 
How different the certainty for the saint is compared to the end for the unbeliever, v6-7, 
‘But worthless men are all like thorns that are thrown away, for they cannot be taken with 
the hand; but the man who touches them arms himself with iron and the shaft of a spear, 
and they are utterly consumed with fire."’  David was not confident in the face of death 
because he denied death or the judgement but rather because he was confident in God.  
Here we can plainly see that David believed that the wicked would be judged.  They are 
compared to thorns and cast into the fire with long poles.   
 
Today there is a false confidence in the face of death.  There are those who even deny we 
will die.  In August 1992 a seventeen day conference in Scottsdale, Arizona, was attended 
by 1,000 members of Flame Foundation, all of whom believe they are physically immortal.  
The movement’s founder is Charles Paul Brown,….  ‘it was like a new intelligence flooding 
my body,’ he told USA today.  Brown teaches that if you believe it strongly enough, you can 
think yourself into never dying.’1  Even though the founder died in 2014 the group continues 
on.  Not only is death inevitable for all, so is the judgement.  And those who have not 
trusted in Christ will suffer eternal hell.   
 
Sadly we are seeing an increase even within Christianity of a doing away with judgement 
and hell.  William P. Young, the author of the Shack has another more disturbing book called 
Lies we believe about God, in it he denies total depravity, God’s sovereignty, the exclusivity 
of Christ, the need for conversion, the cross as a payment for sin and of course hell.  He 
writes, ‘I may have convinced myself or been convinced by others that I deserve to be 
separated from God.  Such lies will bring with them a shadow in which I experience a sense 
separation, feelings that seem to validate the illusion that God is not connected and in 
relationship with me or that God has stopped loving me or has given up on me.  Many of us 
live in this illusion now… I propose the possibility that hell is not separation from Jesus but 
that it is the pain of resisting our salvation in Jesus while not being able to escape Him who 
is True Love.’  So hell is the self-punishment we inflict on ourselves when we don’t accept 
that we are all automatically saved apart from faith.2  
 
Hell and judgement are terrifying realities.  Christ’s own descriptions of hell are severe and 
terrifying.  He spoke of hell being a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth, a description of 
intense pain and sorrow, Matt. 25:30, ‘And cast the worthless servant into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'  Contrary to the 
teaching of Charles Stanley this is not merely the loss of rewards but a description of final 
																																																													
1	Whatever	happened	to	hell,	p47.			
2	Challies.com,	march	9	2017.	



judgement.  This is also called the outer darkness, an idea of banishment from the light of 
God’s blessing presence.  We have already noted that Christ described it in the terms of 
worms that do not die and a fire that is not quenched.  Jesus used the description of 
Gehenna.  This is the Greek equivalent of the Valley of Ben Hinnom.  This was the place 
where human sacrifice took place in the OT 2 kings 23:10, and the place that King Josiah 
appointed as the official rubbish dump of Jerusalem.  It was a place of foul smells, rotting 
things, smouldering fires and maggots, Jesus used this as a picture of what the second 
death will be like, an eternal rubbish dump.  If Jesus had believed in annihilation He hid it 
very well, for hell was not a place of nonexistence but a place to be avoided even at the cost 
of limbs in this life.  He claimed that it would have been better for Judas to have never been 
born than to face the judgement coming to him, Mark 14:21, ‘For the Son of Man goes as it 
is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have 
been better for that man if he had not been born." 
 
Like David we are confident in the face of the coming judgement not because we deny but 
because we know that Christ suffered our judgement by dying on the cross for our sins.  
When He said it is finished we know that there is nothing left for us to pay it is paid in full.  
Let me end by reminding us that we ought to be moved by these realities to preach the 
gospel to others.  Like Paul knowing the terror of the Lord we should strive to persuade 
men, and like Christ weep over those who are under judgement.  
‘On 12 December 1984 dense fog shrouded the M25 near Godstone in Surrey, a few miles 
south of London.  The hazard warning lights were on, but were ignored by most passangers.  
At 6:15 a.m. a lorry carrying huge rolls of paper was involved in an accident, and within 
minutes the carriageway was engulfed in carnage.  Dozens of cars were wrecked.  Ten 
people were killed.  A police patrol car was soon on the scene, and two policemen ran back 
up the motorway to stop oncoming traffic.  They waved their arms and shouted as loud as 
they could, but most drivers took no notice and raced on towards the disaster that awaited 
them.  The policemen then picked up traffic cones and flung them at the cars’ windscreens 
in a desperate attempt to warn drivers of their danger, one told how tears streamed down 
his ace as car after carwent by and he waited for the sickening sound of impact as they hit 
the growing mass of wreckage further down the road.  The plight of the lost is so terrible, 
the power of sin so great and the horror of hell so fearful—how can you possibly do nothing 
to warn people of their danger and to point them to the Saviour.’3   
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