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Aspidoscelis tigris punctilineatus: A Misspelling of  
Aspidoscelis tigris punctilinealis for Sonoran Tiger  
Whiptail (Squamata: Teiidae) of the Southwestern  
United States and Northern Mexico

Two Natural History Notes pertaining to the Sonoran Tiger 
Whiptail (Squamata: Teiidae) were sequentially published in 
Herpetological Review (2020), one about arboreal foraging 
and diet under the name A. t. punctilineatus and the other on 
juvenile habitat use under the name A. t. punctilinealis. These 
observations on arboreal behavior, both of which occurred 
in Arizona populations, were significant given this is a 
typically ground-dwelling lizard known from the deserts of the 
southwestern United States (i.e., Arizona and New Mexico) and 
northwestern Mexico (i.e., both mainland and insular parts of 
Sonora). 

We call attention to the fact that the first of these notes 
(Funk 2020) inadvertently created an unavailable name, A. t. 
punctilineatus, for the form presently known as A. t. punctilinealis 
(Dickerson, 1919), type locality Isla Tiburón, Sonora, Gulf of 
California. We regard this as a spelling error by Funk (2020), as 
clarified by J. M. Savage (pers. comm.; ICZN code), which added 
to the complicated history of the application of the appropriate 
name to the insular and mainland populations in question (Fig. 
1). Walker et al. (1966) considered A. t. punctilinealis a synonym 
of A. t. gracilis rather than A. t. aethiops based on topotypic 
specimens from Isla Tiburón examined from the University of 
Colorado Museum. Thirty years later, Taylor and Walker (1996) 
reported that the type of A. t. gracilis (Baird and Girard, 1852) is 
actually a specimen of A. t. tigris (Baird and Girard, 1852), with 
the latter name having page priority. That action by Taylor and 
Walker (1996) also resulted in the provisional assignment of 
insular and continental populations, previously allocated to A. 

t. gracilis by Walker et al. (1966), to A. t. punctilinealis. The latter 
name has been consistently used in subsequent treatments of 
the included populations (e.g., Dessauer et al. 2000; Sullivan and 
Walker 2014; Walker and Sullivan 2014, 2020).

The name used by Funk (2020), A. t. punctilineatus, should 
be regarded as an incorrect subsequent spelling of the name A. t. 
punctilinealis, based on ICZN Art. 33.3, there being no apparent 
intention to describe a new taxon without a proper description 
which would have resulted in a nomen nudum. Thus, A. t. 
punctilineatus (sensu Funk 2020) has no nomenclatural status, 
in the sense of the code, and cannot be a synonym of A. t. 
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Fig. 1. Large adult of Aspidoscelis tigris punctilinealis (Sonoran Tiger 
Whiptail) photographed in situ on 11 July 2011 by BKS at Cave Buttes, 
Maricopa Co., Arizona. Note the intricate pattern of pale-colored 
stripes and spots surrounded by a black to dusky-black ground color 
reduced to spot-like areas and bands on the tail in this individual.
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punctilinealis. In fact, a later author could propose a new name, 
with the same spelling (i.e., punctilineatus) for a different species 
and/or subspecies in the genus Aspidoscelis.
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