
Grace Groups Homework 
“The End of the Beginning” 

Mark 13:24–31         17 May 2020 
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. How much of a history buff are you? Since history is God’s story, how important do you think it is 

for Christians to have some grasp of world history? What value might a better grasp of world 
history be in your understanding of God’s purposes today? 

 
 
 
 
WORLDVIEW 
2. James Edwards commented that great “mischief” has occurred in the church due to either a 

neglect or abuse of eschatology. Can you think of some specific “mischief”? How can you avoid 
caving to such “mischief”? 

 
 
 
 
INTO THE BIBLE 
3. Look at the following passages and note similar language to that which Jesus used in the Olivet 

Discourse. Is this significant? Why, or why not? 
 
 
 
 

Isaiah 13:10–13—For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; the 
sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. I will punish the world for its evil, 
and the wicked for their iniquity; I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, and lay low the 
pompous pride of the ruthless. I will make people more rare than fine gold, and mankind than the 
gold of Ophir. Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its 
place, at the wrath of the LORD of hosts in the day of his fierce anger. 
 
Isaiah 34:4—All the host of heaven shall rot away, and the skies roll up like a scroll. All their host 
shall fall, as leaves fall from the vine, like leaves falling from the fig tree. 
 
Ezekiel 32:3–8—Thus says the Lord GOD: I will throw my net over you with a host of many peoples, 
and they will haul you up in my dragnet. And I will cast you on the ground; on the open field I will 
fling you, and will cause all the birds of the heavens to settle on you, and I will gorge the beasts of 
the whole earth with you. I will strew your flesh upon the mountains and fill the valleys with your 
carcass.  I will drench the land even to the mountains with your flowing blood, and the ravines will 
be full of you. When I blot you out, I will cover the heavens and make their stars dark; I will cover 
the sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give its light. All the bright lights of heaven will I make 
dark over you, and put darkness on your land, declares the Lord GOD. 
 
Amos 8:9—“And on that day,” declares the Lord GOD, “I will make the sun go down at noon and 
darken the earth in broad daylight. 
 
Revelation 12:1–6—And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying 



out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a 
great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept 
down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the 
woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it. She gave 
birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught 
up to God and to his throne, and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place 
prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days. 

 
4. On your initial reading of Mark 13:24–27, to what do you think this passage refers? Why?  
 
 
 
 
5. Mark 13:26 is rooted in Daniel 7:13–14 (see also Mark 8:38–9:1; 14:6–62). What does it say about 

the person, power and the purpose of the Lord Jesus?  
 
 
 
 

How should this affect how you live? 
 
 
 
 
6. What should we learn from Mark 13:27 concerning the Great Commission? 

 
 
 
 
Does this verse apply to the church of our day? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
Does this verse provide us with encouragement? In what way(s)? 
 
 
 
 

7. Jesus told the disciples that they could count on these things happening in their generation (vv. 
30–31). What is the relevance of that to us in our generation? 
 
 
 
 

8. What does this study of the Olivet Discourse say to us about our need to know the whole counsel 
of God—not just the New Testament, but the Old Testament as well? 


