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What is REDI?

PARTNERING TO PROMOTE TOURISM IN THE
The Regional Economic 
Development Initiative 
Association for Northwest 
Alberta (REDI) formed in 
2002. It exists to promote 
and enhance economic 
growth amongst its member 
communities and promotes 
the region as a whole, 
rather than as individual 
communities. 

REDI is geographically 
located in the far northwest 
portion of Alberta and is 
located within Mackenzie 
County and the Métis settle-
ment of Paddle Prairie.

The region is home to a 
number of progressive and 
established resource indus-
tries such as agriculture, 
forestry and oil and gas. 
This vibrancy has enabled 
sustained economic diver-
sification. Husky Energy, 
Paramount Resources 
Ltd., Agricore, and Tolko 
Industries have all made 
major investments in the 
REDI region.

Like the northern lights that 
dance overhead, the REDI 
region is vibrant and alive. 
The region is filled with 
unique commercial, residen-
tial and industrial investment 
opportunities. This, together 
with a high regard for family 
and lifestyle, make the 
region an amazing place to 
work and live.

The REDI region has a 
population of more than 
20,000 residents. The main 
source of revenue for REDI 
is from annual membership 
fees and government partner 
funding. REDI is registered 
as a society under The 
Societies Act of Alberta.

T
he Peace River 
flows from the 
mountains of British 
Columbia through 
northwestern Alberta 

as it thunders toward the 
Arctic Ocean. As such, 
Northern Alberta tourism 
has become popular with 
those individuals looking 
for adventure in an amazing 
natural environment and 
authentic experiences. 
 
The Regional Economic 
Development Initiative 
(REDI) is committed to 
promoting, supporting and 
enhancing economic growth 
and diversification in 
northwest Alberta through 
regional cooperation and 
partnerships. Because of 
this commitment, REDI 
partners with the Mackenzie 
Frontier Tourist Association 
(MFTA), an organization 
committed to building 
and sustaining the tourism 
industry in the Mackenzie 
Region of Northwestern 
Alberta. 

For the past couple years, 
the two organizations have 
partnered to create and 
distribute an ongoing series 
of informative publications 
about the Mackenzie 
Region. 
 
“MFTA has published 
booklets and brochures in 
the past, but this initiative 
has taken it up a notch,” 
said MFTA Executive 
Director Kayla Wardley. 
“These ones are so attractive, 
informative and detailed. 
REDI’s funding and 
support have allowed us to 
work on a whole series of 
travel guide booklets that 
focus on different aspects 
of our region. We hope to 
one day combine all these 
publications into one master 
tourism guide.” 
 
The first publication was 
Tour Alberta’s North—an 
original partnership with 
Community Futures 
Northwest—invites 
participants to take the 

Mackenzie Frontier “Circle 
Drive.” It’s a small booklet, 
but it’s full of useful 
information about the lay 
of the land, wildlife, culture 
and industry, and it has a 
comprehensive map and 
“off the beaten path” things 
to do.    
 
The next publication, The 
Fort Vermilion Historical 
Guide, was a much larger 
endeavour. It came out of a 
historical tourism inventory 
of the Peace River and 
area from Carcajou to the 
Fort Vermilion Chutes. At 
26-pages, this publication 
details the rich history of 
“Where Alberta Began.” 
There are also several maps 
and sites combined with 
a walking tour, and there 
is in-ground signage with 
interesting historical context 
that give tourists a unique, 
well-informed experience.     
 
The Winter in the Frontier 
publication highlights 
many of the region’s 

attractions and recreation 
activities available in the 
winter months—such as 
snowshoeing, snowmobiling 
and ice fishing, many of 
which are operated by non-
profit organizations across 
the region. 
 
“We’re currently working on 
two upcoming publications, 
our Wildlife in the Frontier 
and our new Community 
and Business Directory,” said 
Wardley.  
 
The Wildlife publication 
highlights information 
about the variety of wildlife 
native to the area.  
 
“You can see the animals—
bison, elk, moose, caribou, 
bears, etc.—where they 
are in the region, and little 
fun facts about them,” said 
Wardley. “You can also 
find out where to get your 
hunting and fishing licenses 
and information about 
trapping and outfitters.”  
While funding for printing 
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is by far the largest expense, the 
content creation is no small task. 
Photographers from around the 
region have contributed the use 
of their pictures, notably Adam 
Noble from Rainbow Lake, and 
his company Adam in the Wild 
Photography and Jacob Marfo from 
Fort Vermilion, who both have 
been featured on the covers of two 
publications, and also many other 
local photographers within the 
“Frontier.” 

“Wilma O’Rourke is our publication 
guru, head chick in charge, designer 
and jack of all trades. She is the 
one that takes the MFTA Board of 
Directors’ vision and creates reality!  
She digs up and compiles all the 
information, tracks down all the 
photos and works with the museums 
and local experts. She has written 
some amazing paragraphs for our 
brochures. Our print publications 
would not be what they are without 
her dedication to the ‘Frontier’.” said 
Wardley.  
 
The MFTA and REDI also combine 
forces to promote the region at 
tradeshows in the wider region—

including the upcoming Yellowknife 
Trade Show where REDI will also 
be sponsoring a hospitality suite, a 
chance for industry members and 
municipality partners to mingle, 
create relationships with neighbours 
and discuss opportunities for the 
region. 
 
“I’m always really excited to show 
these brochures off at tradeshows 
and places like this because it really 
showcases what our area has to offer,” 
said Wardley. 
 
The publications are distributed by 
board members to tourism centres in 
Alberta and the NWT as well as to 
hotels, museums and other places of 
interest for travellers. 

If you would like to get your hands 
on one, call 780-926-4233, email  
info@mackenziefrontier.com and/or 
visit mackenziefrontier.com. 
 
You can also find Mackenzie Frontier 
Tourist Association on Facebook and 
Instagram.
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