
John 1:14: Jesus Tabernacled Among us: Christmas message

Jesus is the temple is my Christmas meditation for us this year.  It sounds weird I know but 
it is relevant I promise.  We have recently been going through Luke’s gospel and looking at 
all the birth narratives relating to Christ’s conception and birth.  I do not want to go over 
that material again but want to take the opportunity to look at some of the deeper theology 
that we can overlook when we think about the incarnation.  Today as an encouragement for
you to consider the richness of grace towards us in Christ I want us to consider a familiar 
verse, John 1:14, ‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.’  

John’s gospel was written with a particular purpose in mind, John 20:30-31, ‘Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but 
these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
by believing you may have life in his name.’  From beginning to end you should read John’s 
gospel looking for the answers to the question, who is Jesus?  And, how should I respond to
Him?  He is the Son of God, and because you are a sinner by believing in Him you can have 
eternal life.  

John’s gospel talks about the origins of Christ in a different way to Luke and Matthew who 
both record the conception and birth of Christ.  John goes all the way back into eternity 
before creation had taken place to start his record of Christ, John 1:1-3, ‘In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made.’  The human name Jesus is only mentioned in v17.  Here John 
introduces to us a person using the name Word.  The Word was a concept that had 
connotations for all in the ancient world.  In Greek Philosophy it was logic/reason, or a lower
tiered god that helped us access pure deity; in Hebrew thought it was God’s attribute of 
Wisdom.  John here describes a person who is both equal with God and fully personal and 
not merely one of His attributes.  Someone who is in deep intimacy with Him.  The first part 
of the chapter is all about the Word sent by God to be the light of the world that by 
believing in Him, we can become children of God.  V14-18 enters into greater detail as it 
describes how Jesus became flesh and how He makes the Father known in order to 
accomplish this.

We will do a light exposition of v14 and then list the ways in which Jesus is the temple.  

V14, ‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.’  

We are told that the Word became flesh.  The text does not say that He became a man, 
which could be more ambiguous and possibly meaning only appearing like a man.  Nor that 
he took a body which gives the impression of adoptionist ideas.  No the Word became flesh.
We must note that this is our humanity that is being spoken of, Christ became one of us.  
The flesh He took was frail in that it was subject to all the effects of sickness and death, but
we are told by the announcing angel that He is without sin, Luke 1:35.  The word flesh here 
does not come with its usual connotations that we find in Paul that refers to our Adamic 
sinful state, and is contrasted with the Spirit.  This word flesh refers to a human nature and 
places Christ along with us in the incarnation on the Creator-creature divide, though in His 
divine nature He is Creator.  Some might think that Jesus took to Himself a sinful nature and
in this way became sin for us, but the bible is clear that Christ’s bearing of our sins was 
upon the cross not in the incarnation, Col. 2:13-14.  When it says that the Word became 



flesh we must guard against any kenotic notions where The Divine person of the Son has to 
cease existing in some way or be divested of any of His divine attributes to become flesh.  
As many have said before, He became less by addition not by subtraction.

‘and dwelt among us.’  The word ‘dwelt’ is the verbal form for the word tent, so it can be 
translated ‘pitched a tent among us’ or tented among us, or tabernacled among us.  Here is 
a clear connection between Jesus and the OT tabernacle.  Some have taken this to simply 
imply a temporary dwelling among us, but the idea is laden with the significance of the OT 
temple.  We will return to this shortly.  

Who is the ‘us’?  John is most likely referring to himself as one of the original apostles and 
witnesses to the life, ministry, death and resurrection of Christ.  The next phrase, ‘we have 
seen His glory’ is referring to those who would have seen the glory of Jesus through His 
miracles, his death and resurrection.  This is important as it reinforces the overall purpose of
John reporting what He has seen that people might know who Christ is and that believing in 
Him they might have life.    

‘Glory’ this is our second connection between Christ and the temple.  In 1 Kings 8:10-11 
when Solomon dedicates the temple it says, ‘And when the priests came out of the Holy 
Place, a cloud filled the house of the Lord, 11 so that the priests could not stand to minister 
because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord.’  God manifested
His presence among His people at the temple.  This section of 14-18 explains how Jesus is 
the light of the world.  He has a glory that He displays, this is not a halo that radiates 
around Him, but the glory of His person revealed in His works.  But more than that His glory
as the Son is the glory of the Father, v18, ‘No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is 
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.’  This verse tells us that no one has ever seen
God.  Every image in scripture is a vision but not a direct gaze upon His being.  The only 
one who does and can reveal God is ‘the only God, who is at the Father’s side.’  How does 
He do this?  Jesus reveals His glory, that is His grace and truth, which is His communication 
of the Father to us.  Jesus said when you have seen me you have seen the Father Jn. 14:9. 
In other words, Jesus is the highest and best expression of the glory of God we will ever 
see.  Hebrews 1:1-3a, ‘Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he 
appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power.’  

‘Glory as of the only Son.’  This is the first time the Word is called the Son, and the 
relationship between the Word and God as a relationship of Son and Father.  There is much 
that would be worth saying about the relations within the Trinity but that would take a long 
time.  This expression only Son is not one of numerical value saying that Jesus is the only 
Son the Father has.  This is true but it is more likely that the NIV brings out the sense when 
it talks about the Beloved Son.  In Heb. 11:17 we see this word used of Abraham’s son 
Isaac, Isaac was not an only son, but he was precious to Abraham.

‘From the Father.’  The Father, Son and Spirit have one will in the sending of Christ to save 
sinners, and here we are being given insight into the Father’s love for sinners by the giving 
of His precious Son.  The Father’s giving of the Son puts in the foreground the willingness of
God to save sinners.  

‘Full of grace and truth.’  Full indicates a bounty.  Grace is the demerited favour of God.  
And truth is what people under the father of lies needs.



Now let us consider Christ as the temple.  This idea of Jesus being the temple is a strong 
theme in John.  For example, after Jesus cleanses the temple in John 2, the crowd reacts, 
2:18-22, ‘So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 20 The 
Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in 
three days?” 21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.’  It is not our imagination that invents the 
idea that Jesus is the temple, this is something He clearly reveals Himself.  The temple had 
certain functions in the OT and we will see that these are types pointing to Christ’s role as 
Savior for us.  

The tabernacle was the place that the law was preserved as a witness against Israel, the 
conditions of the Mosaic covenant by which Israel would be judged to determine whether 
they would receive judgement or blessing, Jesus was born under the law and fulfils all the 
law on behalf of the people of God winning blessing for them and taking their punishment.  

It was the place of revelation but Jesus is God’s greatest word to man.  Moses would go to 
the tabernacle to hear from God, we go to Christ for the greatest word from God.  It was 
the place that priests would proclaim and explain God’s word, Jesus is God’s word to us.    

It was the place of relationship and meeting, but we now more profoundly meet and have 
fellowship with God in union with Christ partaking of the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4).  Moses 
would meet with God at the tabernacle face to face, we call on God as our Father in Christ.  

It was the place of forgiveness of sin by the sacrifices, but Jesus is now the lamb of God.  
He is the peace offering, the guilt offering and all the sacrifices of the OT put together to be 
our propitiating sacrifice.  

It was the place of priest’s ministering, but He is the greatest priest who has offered the 
greatest sacrifice.  It was the place that the priests would announce priestly benediction 
over God’s people after the sacrifices had been performed.  Christ has performed His priestly
duties, pronounced blessing upon the Church and pronouncement that was the giving of the
Spirit and has sat down at the right hand of God.  

It was the place of worship, but we now worship in Spirit and in truth in Christ.  When the 
people of God came together to worship regularly at the various feasts they gathered at the 
temple.  Jesus is now that temple and through whom we offer our sacrifices of praise to 
God.    

The temple was known as a house of prayer, but now we pray in Jesus name and are heard
by the Father.  ‘In order to meet with God, to talk with Him, and to worship Him, we no 
longer come to a building or a tent or a structure made with human hands.  We come to 
Jesus!’1 
              
He is also the temple furniture: Firstly, we have the golden altar or the altar of incense.  
Incense was part of every good hosts hospitality.  In the ancient world the smells of animals
and sweat were always a reality especially in the desert where water was scarce.  Incense 
was supplied to disguise the smells and was a thoughtful touch by any host.  In this 

1 Sam Storms, Kingdom Come, p18.



instance the incense is covering over the offence of our sin.  And in the altar of incense we 
have a graphic picture of how a sacrifice is received from the bronze altar.  An animal would
be offered and the fat of the animal, or the appropriate parts would be burned, the smell 
and smoke would rise into the heavens.  The altar of incense shows that the smell is as 
incense to God and penetrates to his throne where it pleases him.  Prayer is often seen as 
incense in the Scriptures and so we associate the incense that penetrates God’s presence as
a sweet odour with Christ’s prayers on our behalf.  Christ is our mediator who intercedes on 
our behalf, his high priestly prayer in Jn 17, and his heavenly intercession are more effective
than the physical incense offered in the Tabernacle.

Next we have the showbread.  This was placed on a table in the inner room.  In Ancient 
Middle Eastern custom to give a meal and hospitality was a very important thing.  If 
someone was in your home and having a meal with you.  You were not only offering food 
but protection and whatever other needs they may have.  The showbread is a meal that 
God invites Israel to have with him, that they might enjoy his fellowship and protection.  Of 
coarse the Israelites are not able to eat the bread, only the priests are, but the priests do it 
vicariously, that is on behalf of Israel.  The bread was made up of twelve loaves symbolizing
the twelve tribes all provided for and invited to the supper.  The bread was renewed every 
day indicating that God was always, daily inviting the Israelites to have this meal with him.
But the bread would also have reminded the Israelites of the Manna from heaven and the 
wonderful way in which God provided for them while they were in the wilderness.  But for 
the Christian the main significance of the bread is that it points to Jesus as the bread of life 
who has come down from heaven.  And anyone who eats of him will never hunger again.  
In Christ the bread which we could never eat is now accessible to all by faith, and the 
fellowship meal with God is no longer done by priests on our behalf, but by all who will 
accept Christ by faith.  We do not merely eat with God, but the meal signifies something 
deeper as God offers us Himself in the meal, more than friendship we have union.  

The lampstands which are found in the room representing the second heavens which is the 
skies and the heavenlies and where angels are active, has some obvious symbolism.  Firstly,
the lampstands would give light all night long, and was the only light besides the shekinah 
glory of God.  The seven lights of each lamp would have reminded the Israelites of the Sun 
and Moon and the five known planets of the day.  Reminding them of the light which God 
provides for them.  However, the Sun and Moon and the stars and planets were not only for
light but to order the Israelites lives, giving them times and seasons.  And as you look at the
Jewish calendar the number seven recurs quite often.  There were 7 days in a week, the 
seventh month of the year was the month of atonement, the seventh year was the year of 
the release of slaves, and the seventh times seventh year was the year of Jubilee when all 
bought land would be returned to it’s rightful owner.
However the symbolism would have gone deeper.  The fact that the lamps are in the shape 
of a tree and hidden in the inaccessible presence of God would have reminded them of the 
tree of life in the Garden of Eden, a Garden from which they had been thrown, never to eat 
of that tree again.  Well now there is access, by way of a priest, to the tree in God’s 
inaccessible presence once again.  There is also an obvious connection between the bread 
and the lamp to the pillar of fire, and the Manna from heaven which God provided for them 
in the Wilderness.  But the most obvious connection for the Christian is that the lamp 
reminds us of Jesus.  Jesus is the light of the world, the light that has come from the 
presence of the Father into this world to save us.  He is like the lamp, for he is the only light
there is in this world of darkness.

Finally He is the ark of the covenant/the mercy seat.  This is box covered in gold in the holy 
of holies, representing a throne room of God.  The cherubim represent God’s courtroom and



the law of God in the ark reminds us of His rule.  On the day of atonement the high priest 
would go into the holy of holies only once a year to sprinkle blood on the ark to for the 
forgiveness of Israel’s sins.  The day of atonement and sprinkling blood on the mercy seat is
intimately tied to Christ’s work for us.  In the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the OT, 
the word mercy seat is translated into the word hilasteria.  This is the word that we 
translate as propitiation.  Paul discusses this in Romans 3:25, ‘whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.’  God put Jesus forward 
as a mercy seat/propitiation.  The word means to remove anger, and this is what Jesus 
blood has done for us.  Since the wages of sin is death, and the giving of the life is 
symbolised by the spilling of blood.  When Jesus died for us, as a payment for our sins, He 
satisfied the wrath of God towards our sins.  His blood is not magic in that it is a powerful 
disinfectant but rather in that it satisfies the requirements of the law that someone must die
to pay for sins to be forgiven.  Sins are not simply forgiven they were paid for. 

Jesus was born to be our temple, with all its furnishings, and priestly duties and sacrifices.  
So as you consider the incarnation this year think of the words of John 1:14, He became 
flesh and tabernacled among us….     
                


