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Public Comment Period 

July 1, 2021 – August 31, 2021 
 

Name: Rebecca Burk 
Representation: Delta Development Group/SARAA 
Date: 7/13/21 
Comment: My name is Rebecca Burk, Principal at Delta Development Group and we work with 
Susquehanna Area Regional Airport Authority (SARAA). SARAA owns and operates Harrisburg 
International Airport, Capital City Airport, Franklin County Regional Airport, and Gettysburg Regional 
Airport.  
 
I saw that the 2045 HATS Regional Transportation Plan was available for review until August 31st, and 
the Plan includes a section specifically for aviation. There have been several capital investments and 
recent developments at Harrisburg International Airport and the three general aviation campuses that 
SARAA can provide additional information on for the Plan. In addition, we recently conducted a benefit-
cost analysis for a federal grant application on the proposed air cargo expansion, which is identified in 
the Plan.  
 
We would welcome the opportunity to meet with the HATS team to provide additional details on the 
aviation industry that may be of benefit to the 2045 Regional Transportation Plan.  
 

HATS Response:  
 
HATS met with SARAA to discuss this comment. 
 
  



 
Name: Dana Cotton 
Representation: Public 
Date: 7/14/21 
Comment: I wanted to follow up on the comments I made during the public information session today, 
as well as say thank you to HATS/TCRPC for explaining the nuances of this plan so clearly. Today's 
information session helped me understand the role this plan will play in developing our regional 
transportation network over time. 
 
My first comment was regarding the bicycle network - when I heard "typical cyclist" I instantly had an 
image of a cyclist riding on these roads as being decked out in spandex, riding an expensive road bike, 
probably male. I appreciate the clarification that there is a little more that goes into defining who a 
typical cyclist would be. I wanted to suggest that when these networks are designed, we should have a 
goal that the typical user could be anyone from ages 8-80.  This accommodates a wider range of 
bicyclists and abilities, and would ultimately make roads safer for all users.  
 
My second comment that I did not bring up during the session is about the transportation need form 
process. The form itself is a little intimidating for the average person with no background in 
planning/government. Would it be possible to have a simplified version of this form to collect basic 
information about the problem and contact information from the person reporting the issue?   
Also, once a need is submitted by a resident, it is brought to the municipality. If the municipality decides 
to table it, is the person who submitted the need (if not a govt. official) notified? If not, I would like to 
suggest that the submitter be notified so they can pursue the issue with the municipality further if they 
would like to.  

 
HATS Response:  
 
Ms. Cotton 
 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
The Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Backbone is developed to reflect the HATS RTP goal of 
improving the performance and operation of our transportation system for all modes and 
users. The Backbone is not intended to prescribe specific solutions geared toward any particular 
skill or comfort level, but to identify the most important connections in developing a 
comprehensive network for walking and biking. Design considerations for facilities and 
improvements are made during the PennDOT project development process. 
 
Regarding your Transportation Need Form comments, they will be considered and addressed as 
appropriate moving forward. 
 
  



Name: Eileen Collins 
Representation: Dewberry 
Date: 7/28/21 
Comment: I was reviewing the 2045 Draft Plan and have the following comment to offer (It’s long but 
wanted to provide some context): 
 
Cumberland Valley School District built a new middle/elementary school at the Bali Hi/Lambs Gap Road 
intersection which was modified as a roundabout. 
 
Lambs Gap Road has no shoulders and is not currently a safe roadway for pedestrians or 
bikes.  However, it is currently being used by school kids (mainly middle school /pre driver age) to go to 
not only the Middle School and trails located there, but also to the Target/Wegmans shopping center at 
the Silver Spring Road signalized intersection.   There are also regular commuter bicyclists that use 
Lambs Gap on a daily basis. 
 
The roundabout at Bali Hi and it is tricky for pedestrians to cross as there were no accommodations 
made during the design or construction.  (This was a brilliant decision since it accesses a middle school)  
 
Below is a screen shot of the 2045 draft plan for the Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Backbone. There 
are a number of developments in that stretch that have walking and biking middle school kids and the 
shopping center and the school grounds are their destinations.   There is also a church park north of the 
school on Lambs Gap that the kids walk and bike too.    Currently they are cutting through neighborhood 
and walking on lawns to get down to the Lambs Gap Road/Creekview intersection and to the school so 
they won’t show up on traffic counts.    
 
My comment/recommendation is  

 Add the section of Lambs Gap Road as part of the backbone from the middle school location at 
Bali Hi Road intersection to the Creekview Road Intersection 

 

HATS Response:  
 
Ms. Collins 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
The Regional Backbone is our “high level” network to provide bicycle and pedestrian 
connections across the region. Within this specific area, the Regional Backbone reflects the 
priority corridors identified in Eastern Cumberland County Regional Trails Master Plan. 
 
HATS staff are in regular communication with Hampden Township, especially regarding non-
motorized mobility in this area. We’ll coordinate with them on how best to address the issues 
you’ve raised, including possible inclusion on the Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Backbone. 
 



Name: T. Herbert Dimmock 
Representation: Public (Hummelstown) 
Date: 7/30/21 
Comment: The plan is adequate - but, in all honesty, mediocre.  We need a visionary plan. 
Platitudes regarding non-motorized transportation need more substance. 

 Greatly expand safe bicycling.  Protected bikeways and sidewalks are insufficient in number 
 Build rail down the entire I-81 corridor.   
 Build rail down I-83 between Baltimore and Harrisburg 

Smart Growth needs to be emphasized with economic incentives and smarter land use zoning. Traffic 
circles should replace the overused stop signs springing up in growth areas. You state that you wish to 
"accommodate increasing truck volumes"  NO NO  Much better would be to lessen on-road truck 
volumes through increased use of and expansion of rail. That will be an easier task if you prioritize the 
building of rail parallel to I-81 and I-83. Put some teeth into policy:  MANDATE that ALL new 
development EVERYWHERE include sidewalks that both pedestrians and bicyclists can use. Make 
Harrisburg work for the folks who live there.  EG Front Street.  Make it a one lane, one-way street for 
cars and a one lane street [with a protector barrier] for bikes and, perhaps the final, third lane for BRT. 
Solutions like those above are obvious - it's long past time for you to so radically and consistently favor 
cars over people, pedestrians, residents, bicyclists, etc. 

HATS Response:  
 
Hello Mr. Dimmock, 
Thank you for your comments. 
 
The goals and objectives of the HATS 2045 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) make clear our 
commitment to providing a safe, efficient, and reliable transportation system for all users, 
including motorists, bikers, pedestrians, and transit users. The 2045 RTP Project Pipeline is the 
result of our outreach with municipalities, regional stakeholders, and the general public to 
create a comprehensive list of transportation needs throughout the region. Those 
transportation needs are then used to move things forward onto the Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and into the PennDOT Project Development process, where details 
of how the needs can best be addressed are determined.  Additionally, we are regularly in 
contact with regional passenger and freight rail providers to identify and address their needs. 
 
Tri-County Regional Planning Commission’s Regional Growth Management Plan (RGMP), which 
is included in the 2045 RTP as the land use component, is consistent with Smart Growth 
principles. HATS/TCRPC staff work to implement the RGMP through coordination with local 
municipalities and other regional stakeholders. 
 
Finally, construction and maintenance of sidewalks typically falls under municipal authority 
during the land development/subdivision process. HATS/TCRPC staff are dedicated to ensuring 
developers and property owners are, where appropriate, held to build or construct any 
required pedestrian improvements or facilities. 



Name: Beth Nidam 
Representation: Central PA Transportation Authority  
Date: 8/24/21 
Comment: 
Adding information to the transit section (Page 9): 
GPS technology is also a critical component in the growth of microtransit services, such as 
rabbittransit’s Stop Hopper service, as well as other ridesharing applications like Uber and Lyft. 
Microtransit is an app-driven, demand responsive, zonal-based transit service currently used 
around Pennsylvania in fixed route first-and-last mile solutions and where fixed route transit 
service may not be viable, among others. Several areas in the HATS planning region are being 
considered for microtransit service expansion. While private-sector Uber and Lyft services can 
be easily accessed in the urban and suburban portions of the planning area, they are not viable 
options in rural areas like northern Dauphin County, Perry County or western Cumberland 
County. These services may take advantage of driverless vehicle technology in urban areas in 
the future. HATS intends to track the expansion of microtransit and applications like Uber and 
Lyft to study their impact on overall traffic conditions and travel throughout the HATS region. 
 
Today’s transit vehicles also take advantage of GPS technology through the FRITS (Fixed Route 
ITS) system being installed throughout the state.  CAT buses are currently undergoing the 
upgrade to the new technology.  Through the FRITS system information, automatic passenger 
counters (APCs) collect rider data by bus stop, and fixed route operations can track the location 
and operation of buses in service.  Riders can track the location of their bus and estimated stop 
arrival times through the MyStop app. HATS intends to work with transit provider stop 
determine their usage and impact on overall ridership, potentially assisting in educational 
campaigns if it is determined that awareness of such technology increases transit ridership. 
 
 
HATS Response: 
Thank you for the comments regarding the HATS 2045 Regional Transportation Plan. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the plan as appropriate, as we discussed at our meeting on 
August 30, 2021. 
 
We look forward to continue working with you on transportation planning in the HATS region.  



Name: David E. Spaulding 
Representation: Susquehanna Area Regional Airport Authority 
Date: 8/30/21 
Comment: 
Harrisburg International Airport (“HIA” or “Airport” {FAA Code: MDT}) is located on the 
southern end of Dauphin County and is south-central Pennsylvania’s primary commercial 
service, passenger, and air freight facility. The Airport is not in constrained, or slot controlled, 
airspace. Airport Connector (PA 3032) is approximately two miles long and provides robust 
primary access to the passenger terminal area and all air cargo landside activity from PA Route 
283. The Airport is two miles southeast of the Pennsylvania Turnpike (1-76) and Interstate 283 
interchange.  
The primary land uses at HIA include the following:  
1. Airfield that occupies approximately 335 acres, and includes a single 10,000 foot-long 
Runway 13-31, Category 3 approach system, parallel taxiway, associated connector taxiways, 
and safety-related protection zones.  
2. Passenger terminal building, built in 2004, located on the north side of the Airport and 
occupies approximately 107 acres. The passenger terminal complex includes the terminal 
building, aircraft parking apron, ground support equipment (GSE) storage, jet fuel farm, access 
roadways, terminal curbsides, and parking facilities.  
3. The air cargo operating area is located east of the passenger terminal building on the north 
side of the airfield and occupies approximately 37 acres. The air cargo building includes an 
aircraft parking apron, two cargo processing warehousing, and vehicle movement and staging 
areas.  
4. Air support includes facilities such as the Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting (“ARFF”) facility 
located on the west side of the terminal building; the Airport traffic control tower located north 
of the ARFF, and Airport maintenance facilities such as a snow removal equipment building, 
vehicle maintenance, and grounds maintenance buildings. Airport support facilities occupy 
approximately 16 acres.  
5. The PA Air National Guard (PAANG) operates the 193rd Special Operations Wing base at the 
east end of the Airport and has numerous facilities, to include a headquarters building, 
operations, civil engineering, and maintenance.  
6. General Aviation facilities are located on the west side of the Airport, to include a fixed-based 
operator (FBO), Avflight Harrisburg, Select Medical, and Piedmont Airlines.  
7. Ground transportation occupies approximately 35 acres on the east side of the Airport, north 
of the PAANG base. The majority of this land is composed of an economy/long-term parking 
facility. Hertz and National / Enterprise operate rental car companies north of Airport Drive.  
 
HIA is home to more than 60 companies, employing approximately 1,700 full- and part-time 
employees. These positions support an additional 1,900 indirect and induced jobs that already 
exist within the regional economy. Since 2015, more than $40 million have been invested by 
private companies at the HIA campus. Passengers and visitors spend an estimated $25 million 
on airport car rentals, food, news, and gifts.  
 
 



CAPITAL CITY AIRPORT 
The Capital City Airport (CXY) owned and operated by SARAA, is the HIA sister airport in New 
Cumberland, Pennsylvania, offering general aviation services to the business communities of 
Dauphin, Cumberland and York counties. CXY provides daily services through its Fixed Base 
Operator (FBO), SkyPort Aviation, and air traffic control tower. CXY is also home to Cargill 
Aeronautics (Flight School and Aircraft Maintenance) and Harrisburg Pilots Flight School. CXY 
averages more than 30,000 corporate, charter and private aircraft operations every year. 
Located approximately five miles from the Pennsylvania Capitol, CXY is the airport of choice for 
several state agencies including the Governor’s Office, Pennsylvania State Police, and 
Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General. In addition, the airport is home to the Civil Air 
Patrol Squadron whose members participate in search and rescue missions, as well as several 
youth program offerings.  
AIR CARGO OPERATIONS  
Other airports in the Greater Harrisburg region offer passenger service, but none provide 
regular freight services. HIA is part of the FedEx, UPS, and DHL global air cargo route networks 
and is the third-busiest airport in Pennsylvania for passengers and cargo shipments. HIA is the 
only multimodal, inter-modal international airport facility servicing the South-Central 
Pennsylvania region within a 75-mile radius of the Harrisburg metro area. This 75-mile radius 
encompasses 25 counties and over 138,800 jobs in the logistics, warehousing and 
transportation industry, which is significantly higher than the national average of 107,678 jobs.  
Air cargo plays a vital role in supporting the regional supply chain and HIA’s location, adjacent 
to major shipping routes (I‐76, I‐81, and I‐83), allows for easy transfer of cargo to and from 
connecting highway infrastructure. Freight transportation represents a key competitiveness 
factor for Pennsylvania’s businesses. HIA provides an important service within the HATS region 
by helping to attract high technology industries that depend on reliable, fast transportation to 
move high-valued goods.  
Air cargo is used to haul lightweight, but high value, goods. This can include medical devices 
and supplies, pharmaceuticals, electronics, and especially, miscellaneous small parcels. Air 
cargo infrastructure and connectivity to the region’s roadway network are critical factors in 
attracting logistics companies and manufacturers, among others in the supply chain, to the 
HATS region. Critical materials, whether manufactured, stored, or re-packaged that will be 
transferred via air will be trucked to HIA by one of several air logistics firms. HIA is particularly 
efficient because of access to the major highways, particularly the Interstate Highway System is 
essential. Ease of access, including the condition of the local roads connecting to the highways, 
is a key consideration in site selection. The “last mile”, Airport Connector, provides direct access 
onto the Airport campus and links to PA Route 283.  
Freight movement is an indicator of economic activity. As the economy grows, the demand for 
goods increases, which contributes to job growth, which contributes to further economic 
growth. As the 21st century progresses, supply chains are getting strained. HIA’s air cargo 
facilities are presently functioning at near capacity. The Airport itself, however, has a runway 
capable of handling any size aircraft, enhanced taxiways, and an advanced approach system in 
place. There is plenty of opportunity to expand air cargo operations without interfering with 
the commercial passenger traffic, general aviation, or military requirements for HIA. Typically, 



the air cargo operators can fly in and out before and after the commercial passenger operations 
are active.  
The growth in freight being received and generated from South Central PA is expected to 
increase to over 30 million tons and 38 million tons, respectively by the year 2040. In 2016, 
SARAA engaged Lehigh Fisher to conduct a Master Plan (Plan) for HIA, which included an air 
cargo forecast analysis. The Plan forecasted total air cargo (enplaned and enplaned) to increase 
to 69,000 tons in 2032, an average increase of 1.5% per year between 2012 and 2032. To 
support this growth, SARAA recognizes the value of improved access and connectivity to the 
region’s supply chain infrastructure.  
ENHANCING AND MODERNIZING THE AIR CARGO CONNECTION-  
RECONFIGURATION AND EXPANSION PROJECT (2020 – 2026)  
Air cargo plays a vital role in supporting Pennsylvania’s emerging markets, and improved 
connectivity between airports and truck routes is vital to minimize transportation costs and 
support the global marketplace via aviation. The expansion of HIA’s air cargo complex is broken 
into two categories – “landside”, improvements located outside of the secure air cargo fencing 
perimeter and generally not eligible for Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) financial 
assistance; and “airside”, development within the areas accessible to aircraft including 
runways, taxiways, aprons, and aircraft gates and the land adjacent to these facilities required 
by current FAA standards. These adjustments will allow the Airport to accommodate the 
expansion of global air cargo carriers, increasing the local supply of air-carried goods. The 
Project will ensure HIA can continue to meet the growing commercial air cargo demand from 
the global air cargo network and other major operators that are looking to expand their 
services. The proposed improvements on both airside and landside are broken into phases.  
AIR CARGO LANDSIDE IMPROVEMENTS  
Phase 1A: This phase includes the demolition and environmental remediation of the 
abandoned barracks building (Master Plan Component #4) and the demolition of the old guard 
headquarters building (Master Plan Component #2). Phase 1A is anticipated to begin 
construction in Fall 2021 and be completed by June 2022.  
Phase 1B: This phase includes reconstructing the intersection of Olmstead Drive, Airport Drive, 
Third Street, and the cargo tug road (Master Plan Component #2), closing the western portion 
of Olmstead Drive (Master Component #3), designate 100,000 sq. ft. for cargo landside use 
(Master Plan Component #1), constructing a new alignment for Olmstead Drive (Master Plan 
Component #6), and expanding landside area by 25,000 sq. ft. (Master Plan Component #7). 
Construction of the new Third Street will create 10,600 square yards of new roadway surface 
that include both the new Third Street, the intersection with Airport Drive and a new tug road 
to separate cargo container trains from highway traffic. Phase 1B is anticipated to begin 
construction in July 2022 and be completed by August 2023.  
AIR CARGO AIRSIDE IMPROVEMENTS  
Phase 2A: This phase features constructing an expanded cargo apron to accommodate three 
additional aircrafts (Master Plan Component #8) and expand landside area by 30,000 sq. ft. and 
convert 20,000 sq. ft. of gravel to pavement (Master Plan Component #10). This phase will be 
funded by the FAA, PennDOT Bureau of Aviation, and SARAA. The FAA’s investment, totaling 
approximately $42 million, will span five years, beginning 2021 with the expanded cargo apron.  



Phase 2B: This phase will feature the construction of a new 60,000 sq. ft. cargo terminal 
building (Mater Plan Component #9) and/or expansion of existing air cargo terminal by 25,000 
sq. ft. (Master Plan Component #5). This phase represents approximately $8.6 million in private 
investment from an air cargo handling company and is anticipated to be constructed in 2025.  
The Project is in a Nuclear Closure Community. In 2019, the Three Mile Island Nuclear 
Generating Station (TMI), located less than 2.5 miles from the end of Runway 31, permanently 
closed. TMI had infused approximately $3.5 billion into the local economy for more than two 
decades and employed 675 workers. The Project to improve landside and airside cargo facilities 
will:  

 Enable more than $50 million in airside investment by FAA and air cargo handling company.  

 Facilitate a 30% expansion of air cargo operations at HIA.  

 Generate 529 temporary constructions jobs and support an additional 219 indirect and 
induced jobs that already exist within the regional economy. The construction phase will 
inject a one-time state and local tax impact of more than $2.9 million.  

 Create 354 new, permanent jobs, which will infuse over an additional $23.2 million annually 
into the local economy through new employee wage compensation.  

 Support more than $4.5 million in additional property taxes, over a 20-year period, for 
Dauphin County, Lower Swatara Township, Middletown Borough, and Middletown School 
District.  

 Generate over $49.4 million in landing fee revenues, $16 million in apron and gate use fees, 
and over $4.7 million in ground leases for HIA.  

 Provide vital operating revenue for SARAA when aircraft and passenger-related charges are 
down in unprecedent times. The COVID-19 health pandemic has significantly reduced 
demand for air transport with SARAA’s major income streams down approximately 20% the 
last quarter.  

 Provide a total project net benefit of $22.1 million.  
 
 
HATS Response: 
Thank you for the comments regarding the HATS 2045 Regional Transportation Plan. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the plan as appropriate. 
 
We look forward to continue working with you on transportation planning in the HATS region. 


