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Short-Term Rentals

On May 24, the City Council voted to 

approve two motions designed to press 

pause on some Short-Term Rentals (STRs) 

while we, as a council, get a handle on 

the impact of the regulations the previous 

council passed last year have had on our 

neighborhoods. 

During this pause, we’ve asked the City 

Planning Commission (CPC) to study STRs 

more deeply. This work is already being done by the CPC, but we’re asking them to go 

further. We want to know how STRs are affecting our neighbors and our neighborhoods, 

whether there are ways we can use caps to improve quality of life in neighborhoods, 

and if we can increase fees and enforcement to better fund the Neighborhood Housing 

Improvement Fund (NHIF) to support more affordable housing in New Orleans. 

In January 2018 there had been as many as 3,800 licenses issued.  That’s 9-10 licenses 

issued per day issued in less than a year. It’s time to think about where we want to go from 

here. For me, this is about achieving balance. We understand that STRs are an emerging 

phenomenon, but first and foremost, we must preserve our neighborhoods. 

I join Councilmember Palmer in encouraging residents to participate in the STR Public 

Hearing on STRs scheduled for Tuesday, July 10, 2018, at 3 p.m. The public hearing will 

follow the CPCs regular zoning meeting on July 10 at 1:30 p.m. with public comments 

expected to begin at 3 p.m. The CPC announced the hearing will end within two hours or 

until the last speaker. Written comments may be submitted to the CPC Executive Director 

in advance by mail before Monday, August 20 to 1300 Perdido Street, 7th Floor, New 

Orleans, LA 70112, or by email at cpcinfor@nola.gov.
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License Type Where Allowed Restrictions Impact of IZD

Commercial Allowed in non-
residential zoning 
districts and the VCE*

No Homestead 
exemption required.
No annual rental-night 
limit.

IZD would prevent the 
issuance of new licenses 
with the exception 
of the first floor of a 
multi-story building 
that can or may contain 
residential uses on 
subsequent floors.

Temporary Allowed everywhere but 
the French Quarter

No Homestead 
exemption required. 
Long-term renters 
are required to 
prove approval by 
homeowner. 
Maximum of 90 rental-
nights per license

IZD would prevent the 
issuance of new licenses 
and renewals.

Accessory Allowed everywhere but 
the French Quarter

Homestead Exemption 
is required. Must be 
homeowner-occupied 
during the rental.
No annual rental-night 
limit.

No change proposed in 
the IZD.

*Commercial licenses are allowed along the 7-block stretch of Bourbon St. in the Vieux Carre Entertainment 

District.
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