
 

Moon carrot in the Broomfield Xeriscape Demonstration 
Garden. Photo Credit: Julie Herring 

August 2018 Featured Plant:  
Moon carrot Seseli gummiferum Apiaceae (carrot family) 

By Julie Herring, Broomfield Master Gardener 
  

Moon carrot is currently in bloom at the Broomfield Xeriscape Demonstration Garden. 
Moon carrot is able to grow in full sun to partial shade, is adaptive to clay, loamy or 
sandy soil, and requires moderate to xeric watering.  

  
The silvery blue, lacy foliage is 
densely covered with short, 
soft hairs. Moon carrot is a 
biennial plant that will form a 
basal rosette the first year. In 
its second year the plant will 
produce a substantial flower 
stalk that bears many pale 
pink flowers clustered in a 
large, flat umbel. Blooms are 
continuous and generous from 
midsummer through fall. The 
pink flowers will fade to white 
before setting seed. If moon 
carrot is allowed to produce 
seeds, it will self-reproduce for 
future display. Seeds 
germinate readily, so beware 
of it possibly taking over an 
area or at least be prepared to 
thin occasionally.  
  
Moon carrot’s species name 
(gummiferum) is derived from 
the Latin word for gum, 
referring to the yellowish, 

aromatic resin exuded by the flowering stalks. The common name, moon carrot, evokes 
an image that is hard to resist or forget. Moon carrot can be used as a striking accent in 
mixed dry borders, containers and planter or in dry rock gardens. Its lacy foliage and 
stunning flowers add grace and beauty when interplanted with a variety of mid sized 
perennials and flowering shrubs. Moon carrot is an excellent plant for attracting 
beneficial insects such as bees and other pollinators. It is also deer resistant.  
  



 

The Broomfield Xeriscape Demonstration Garden is located on the west end of the City 
& County Building parking lot. It is collaboration between the City and County of 
Broomfield, Colorado State University Extension and Plant Select. 
  
References: Pretty Tough Plants: 135 Resilient, Water-Smart Choices for a Beautiful 
Garden by Plant Select. 


