
Mixing Sound and Adding Music 
 
 
When you drag a video clip to the Final Cut Pro timeline you also get two 
linked audio blocks, A1 & A2: 
 

 
 
…one is the left hand stereo channel, the other is the right. This is not really a 
concern as we are going to treat them as a single audio track. 
 
To edit the volume of the audio track simply double click on it. The Viewer 
window will open with an audio waveform in it: 
 
 
TIP: 
 
Final Cut can treat the two audio tracks as either a single Stereo track or as 
two independent Mono tracks. Its most likely that you’ll use the Stereo track 
method. So if you have two Mono tracks (as in the picture below) change it to 
Stereo by: 
 
Return to the timeline and select both tracks, then click: 
 
Modify >>> Stereo Pair 
 
 



 
 
…the important item here is the red line that runs along the top of the 
waveform – this indicates the volume level. You can adjust this level to make 
the audio louder or quieter by simply clicking on it and pulling it up or down. 
 
The only problem with doing this is that it adjusts the volume of the entire clip. 
In many cases you may only want to adjust certain parts of the audio. To 
enable us to do this we need to add ‘Keyframes’ to the audio track. 
 

Adding Keyframes 
 
At the top of the Viewer window is  a slider that reads ‘Levels’. This is your 
volume control, just like on your Hi-Fi at home. Next to it is a small icon that 
looks like a diamond, this is the keyframes tool: 
 



 
 
To add a keyframe, simply move the scrubber to where you want the volume 
adjustment to start and then click on the Keyframes (diamond) tool. A small 
red diamond will appear on the red volume line just above the waveform: 
 

 
 
This is of little use in itself as we need two keyframes perform an audio 
adjustment. So move the scrubber along the timeline and add a second 
keyframe in exactly the same way: 
 

 
 
…now you can click on one of these keyframes and adjust the volume at that 
point only: 
 



 
 
In practice you might use dozens of keyframes on a single audio clip. 
 
The most common use of keyframes is to fade in music… 
 
 

Adding Music and Sound Effects 
 
Music and sound effects can be added easily to your movie. Think of music 
clips as video clips with the video block removed when added to the timeline. 
 
Music and effects can have their volume adjusted in exactly the same way as 
the audio in your video clips by using the Viewer and adding keyframes. 
 
You can import music from CD or MP3. To import from a CD you must first 
copy the required audio track from the CD to your project folder. 
 
Then, from within your project you simply go: 
 
File >>> Import >>> Files… 
 
…click on ‘Choose’ and your audio files should appear in your Bin. 
 
Then simply drag them to tracks A3 & A4 on your timeline. 
 


