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Scaling-Up Renewables-based Clean Cooking: Raising Ambitions for 

Achieving 2030 Agenda and Climate Action 
 

Roundtable Discussion pre-Clean Cooking Forum 2022 

Organized by IRENA in partnership with the Health and Energy Platform of Action 

4.30 to 6.30 PM | 10 October 2022 | Stafford Meeting Room, Hotel Kempinski | Accra, Ghana 

Background 

The SDG 7 target on achieving universal access to clean cooking fuels and technologies remains elusive. 

The latest 2022 SDG 7 Tracking Report finds that over the past decade, access to clean fuels and 

technologies for cooking rose by only 12 percentage points globally and under business-as-usual a quarter 

of the world’s people will still lack access in 2030. The present levels of investments in deploying clean 

cooking solutions are extremely inadequate resulting in a net growth in the number of people living 

without access in regions such as Sub-Saharan Africa. Delayed action poses a significant social, economic 

and environmental cost borne disproportionately by women and children.  

Over the next decades, the world will need to accelerate its shift to renewable cooking solutions. This will 

involve both cleaner bioenergy solutions (including biogas and bioethanol) and renewables-based electric 

cooking.  

Biogas-based options represent an important part of the solution, particularly in rural areas where there 

is often an abundance of organic waste. IRENA statistics find that nearly 125 million people globally used 

biogas for cooking, the majority of them in Asia with Africa registering the strongest growth in recent 

years. In fact, several African countries have implemented market-oriented biogas programmes leading 

to growing deployment. Regional initiatives have also emerged, including the Alliance for the Biodigester 

in West and Central Africa, to strengthen cooperation and support to build an enabling ecosystem for the 

scale-up of household and institutional biodigester solutions.  

Important co-benefits of biogas-based solutions include improved environmental outcomes through 

waste management; mitigated emissions and deforestation; enhanced agricultural outcomes through the 

use of bio-slurry/bio-compost and associated food security/livelihood implications. Adaptation benefits 

are also becoming evident particularly in light of price and supply shocks that other fuels and agricultural 

inputs have been susceptible to in recent years. 

While electricity has to date played a marginal role in both urban and rural areas of Sub-Saharan Africa 

and South Asia, where the majority of people without access to clean cooking fuels reside, several 

countries in these regions have made efforts to facilitate the adoption of electric cooking. To make 

renewables-based electric cooking more widely affordable and feasible, efficient appliances, especially in 

off-grid settings, are needed. Many of the poorest households are not able to afford the upfront costs and 
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their access to finance tends to be very limited. This is a similar challenge as for other modern cooking 

solutions such as gasifier stoves or biodigesters. Other challenges that need to be addressed include 

awareness raising and overcoming resistance to new cooking methods. Linking off-grid energy supply with 

electric cooking also offers opportunities for demand stimulation for operators although affordability 

remains a key constraint.  

Several initiatives have emerged to strengthen cross-sector partnerships to accelerate progress on the 

clean cooking goals. In 2022, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and IRENA launched the Beyond Food 

initiative with the aim to provide people in communities in low-resource settings around the world with 

crucial access to sustainable energy for cooking. Furthermore, recognizing the inextricable link between 

energy, air quality and health, the Health and Energy Platform of Action has been established to 

strengthen cooperation between the two sectors to improve access to clean cooking fuels and enhance 

energy infrastructure in healthcare facilities. 

A day prior to the Clean Cooking Forum 2022, IRENA is organizing a roundtable discussion in partnership 

with the Health and Energy Platform of Action, bringing together representatives from governments, 

private sector, financing institutions, academia and civil society to share insights on the role of 

renewables-based clean cooking solutions in achieving SDG 7 and actions needed to scale-up investments.  

Objectives 

The roundtable will focus on the following key objectives:  

1. Showcase experiences from different regions on renewables-based clean cooking development; 

2. Discussion on ways for facilitating adoption of specific solutions, including renewable powered 

electric cooking and cleaner bioenergy options, and enabling framework for market development;  

3. Facilitate knowledge sharing on lessons learnt on specific aspects of renewables-based clean 

cooking programme design and implementation, including policy and financing;  

4. Discuss emerging applications and new options for financing renewables-based clean cooking 

initiatives, including tapping carbon revenues; and 

5. Highlight the key actions needed to scale-up deployment and support sustainable market 

development with active participation of local enterprises and communities. 

Tentative agenda 

4.30 – 4.35 PM  Opening remarks 

4.35 – 4.45 PM  Scene setting presentation/remarks 

4.45 – 6.20 PM  Roundtable discussion structured around 2-3 themes 

6.20 – 6.30 PM  Closing remarks and next steps 

6.30 PM onwards Reception 
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Registration and contact details 

To register to participate in the Roundtable Discussion: https://forms.gle/2x3C3ATFkFy1RVGs7 

Please note that registering for the Roundtable does not include access to the Clean Cooking Forum 

2022 (11-13 Oct). To register to attend the Forum, please visit https://cleancooking.org/forum2022/  

 

For questions or clarifications regarding the event contact Divyam Nagpal (Dnagpal@irena.org) 

https://forms.gle/2x3C3ATFkFy1RVGs7
https://cleancooking.org/forum2022/
mailto:Dnagpal@irena.org

