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Felicity	Say	died	on	Friday	evening	24th	March	
Felicity	died	on	Friday	evening,	peacefully	in	bed	at	home	having	spent	the	day	with	family	and	music	after	
many	loving	goodbyes	-	shared	laughter	and	tears	-	love	and	grief.	Felicity	managed	two	meetings	on	
Thursday	with	academics	and	with	a	group	of	five	Aboriginal	women	interested	to	hear	of	her	resources	and	
where	her	archives	of	material	might	finally	be	put	to	best	use.																									
On	Friday	all	our	children	were	here	at	various	times	and	our	oldest	grandson,	lying	on		
the	bed	with	Felicity	sharing	love	and	laughter	and	the	absurdities	of	life,	having	talked		
through	her	thoughts	about	dying	and	her	readiness	to	meet	death.	Felicity	felt	her	life		
had	been	a	wonderful	one,	but	the	condition	of	her	health	meant	she	was	no	longer	how		
she	wanted	to	be.		
We	can	never	be	ready,	but	she	was.	
Felicity	died	at	home	in	her	own	bed,	peacefully,	and	with	family	in	the	home	and	nearby	–		
she	felt	blessed	and	fortunate.	Felicity	looked	back	on	last	year,	under	her	cancer	treatment		
and	declared	it	a	‘great	year’	-	climaxed	by	our	shared	attendance	at	Wagner’s	Ring	Cycle		
in	Melbourne	with	Geoff	and	Geraldine	Harris.	Felicity	wondered	whether	she	would	'make	it	through'	-	and	
she	did,	but	we	dropped	her	at	the	doctor’s	on	the	way	home	and	so	began	her	departure	from	'comfortable	
enough'	treatment	to	a	degree	of	discomfort	she	found	difficult.	But	even	a	week	ago	-	she	managed	to	join	
our	Requiem	group,	now	in	our	10th	year	of	shared	meditative	time	-	to	listen	to	the	Mozart	Requiem	with	
10	of	our	group.	Felicity	followed	the	Latin	and	the	music	with	that	quiet	calm	of	being	‘in	the	music’	for	a	
couple	of	hours.	We	were	all	so	pleased,	as	she	had	chosen	the	previous	works	shared	this	year,	but	had	not	
been	able	to	join	the	group	in	‘her’	chair.	
Half	my	enjoyment	of	music	-	my	memory,	mind	and	understanding	died	with	Felicity.	So	much	knowledge,	
so	much	memory	for	detail,	so	much	eagerness	to	learn	and	find	more	-	so	much	dedication	to	her	creation	
of	our	shared	garden	-	her	archiving	-	her	love	of	food	and	cooking,	and	always	our	wonderful,	wonderful	
family:	Matt,	Andrew	and	Rebecca.	
Felicity	left	our	home	physically	on	Saturday	at	4.30pm,	carried	by	the	four	of	us	from	her	bed	to	the	vehicle	
parked	in	our	garden.	We	were	guided	by	caring	empathetic	mortician	and	assistant	-	who	allowed	the	tears	
to	flow	and	joined	the	family	atmosphere	in	every	way,	unobtrusively	and	beautifully.	
One	of	Felicity’s	final	gifts	to	our	community	will	be	to	get	her	wish	to	be	buried	in	a	shroud	by	the	family	in	
the	bush,	in	a	grave	just	1.2	meters	deep,	so	just	3	feet	below	the	surface	-	she	hopes	to	be	in	the	root	and	
worm	zone	-	the	first	such	burial	in	her	cemetery	of	choice.	Her	funeral	is	being	planned,	as	I	write,	to	be	a	
family	lead	and	very	private	one.	A	smoking	ceremony	will	return	her	physical	self	to	the	star	dust	in	all	its	
manifestations.		
Invitation:	The	community	is	invited	to	a	public	memorial	and	celebration	of	Felicity’s	life	at	Buda	on	
Saturday	8th	April	in	the	afternoon.	Notification	of	details	will	be	in	the	local	papers	and	we	look	forward	to	
sharing	it	with	you	all.	 	

Felicity	joined	in	the	humour	of	the	family	in	preparations	for	the	memorial,	sharing	her	joys	and	passions	
and	personal	life,	her	life,	our	life	and	those	things	from	our	home	that	might	go	to	be	shared	on	that	day	
with	you	all.	She	chose	the	music	we should	play	and	found	video	clips	she	would	like	us	to	share.		The	last	
piece	of	music	Felicity	asked	us	to	play	on	Friday	afternoon	was	Schubert’s	Quintet	in	C.	She	has	always	said		
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U3A	Castlemaine	Contact	Information	
President	 Win	Jodell	 0423	423	247	 u3acm.pres@gmail.com	
Vice	President	 Vacant	 	 	

Secretary	 Monique	Thomson	 5474	2290	 u3acm.secretary@gmail.com	
Treasurer	 Joanne	Thompson	 0457	388	344	 u3acm.treas@gmail.com	
Courses	Contact	 Phil	Fletcher	 Office:		

5472	2249	
u3acm.courses@gmail.com	

Newsletter	Editor	 Robyn	Yeoman	 0412	565	559	 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com	
Imm	Past	President	 Max	Clarke	 5475	1220	 u3acm.pastpres@gmail.com	
Office	Coordinator	 Hilary	Beckett	 0418	287	065	 u3acm.office@gmail.com	
General	Committee	 John	Waldie	 0400	858	581	 papajohn3002@gmail.com	
General	Committee	 Sue	Albert	 0405	317	276	 sue@suealbert.com	
General	Committee	 Elizabeth	Brown	 0433	548	777	 eli.bro@bigpond.com	
General	Committee	 Sue	Tomkinson	 0411	806	339	 sue_tom2@hotmail.com 
Venues	Coordinators	 Russell	Annear	

Elizabeth	Brown	
0407	346	334	
0433	548	777	

u3acmvenues17@gmail.com	
(no	dot	after	cm)	

Network	Rep.	 John	Waldie	 0400	858	581	 papajohn3002@gmail.com	
Other	Positions	
Events	Coordinator	 Joe	Scoglio	 5472	2396	 u3acm.events@gmail.com	
Assistant	Secretary	 VACANT	 	 	
Assistant	Treasurer	 Anet	McDonald	 5470	6497	 anetandme@gmail.com	
Membership	 Bev	Tozer	 0409	481	216	 bev@imageinsight.com.au	
Property	 Jim	Blain	 5472	4230	 jim.blain@bigpond.com	
Cake	Roster/Raffle	 Beryl	Leavesley	 5472	3182	 berylleavesley@hotmail.com	
Trading	Table	 Ruth	Wilson	

Harvey	Jacka	
5472	3604	
5470	5079	

rmjjwilson36@gmail.com	
marionandharvey@gmail.com	

Kitchen	 Marie	Twyford	 5472	5450	 mltwyford@gmail.com	
Kitchen	Backup	 Veronica	Hurley	 5472	1383	 	
Celebrations/Tributes	 Barbara	Bunton	 5472	3186	 wil2bar@impulse.net.au	
Equipment	 Jim	Blain	 5472	4230	 jim.blain@bigpond.com	
IT	Support	 David	Sime	 5472	3756	 daveju@gmail.co	
Website	Manager	 Bruce	Carruthers	 5472	3900	 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au	
MYU3A	Support/Help	 	 myu3ahelp@gmail.com	

U3A	Castlemaine	Office	Details	
The	Office	is	located	at	the	‘Octopus’	opposite	the	

Castle	Motel	in	Duke	Street,	Castlemaine	
Office	Hours:		

Monday	to	Thursday	9.30-11.30am	
5472	2249	

P.O.	Box	792,	Castlemaine	3450	
u3acastlemaine@gmail.com	
www.u3acastlemaine.com	

MyU3A:	go	to	U3A	Castlemaine	website	and	click	on	
MEMBER	LOGIN	under	INDEX	

Friday	Coffee	Mornings	are	held	on	the	first	
Friday	of	the	month,	unless	otherwise	advised,	
10am	at	Church	of	Christ,	Blakeley	Road,	
Castlemaine.		
APRIL	Speaker:	Rob	Murdoch	-	Making	a	Late	14th	
Century	Picture	Frame					Hosts:	Movies	of	Merit	
May	Speaker:	Remi	Rauline	(introduced	by	MASH’s	
Neil	Barrett)	-	A	Castlemaine	community	eco	housing	
project	 Hosts:	Bush	Rambling	and	Tai	Chi	
June	Speaker:	Gill	Miller	–	Head	Gardener,	
Castlemaine	Botanic	Gardens	

Go	to	our	website	to	read	Third	Thoughts	in	colour	–	

The	deadline	for	the	MAY	issue	is	FRIDAY	21st	APRIL	
Send	items	to	u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com	
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President’s	Report	–	Win	Jodell	
																																																			As	I	write	the	summer	heat	has	not	yet	passed	and	we	are	all	wishing	for	rain.	
																																																							The	Castlemaine	State	Festival	is	in	full	swing	and	our	town	is	crowded	with	both		
																																																							visitors	and	locals	out	and	about	enjoying	eight	packed	days	of	marvellous	events	and		
																																																							so	many	open	studios.	

																																																							Many	members	will	have	noticed	Sue	Tomkinson	in	her	temporary	role	as	Vice		
																																																							President	in	the	months	following	the	AGM.	Sue	was	the	inspiration	and	director	of		
																																																							the	January	Enrolment	Days,	a	deft	hand	at	organising	her	support	team	to	move		
																																																							members	toward	confidently	enrolling	directly	into	our	database	(My3A).	Since	then		
																																																							Sue	has	formed	an	IT	Working	Group	to	bring	together	the	people	concerned	with	the	
																																																							U3A	Castlemaine	website,	MyU3A,	the	Office,	and	Newsletter	Tech	support	(software		
																																																							and	hardware).		

																																																							Sue	stepped	down	from	the	Vice	President	role	at	the	March	Committee	meeting.	The	
major	consequence	of	the	position	being	vacant	is	that	no	one	is	in	place	to	take	the	President	position	at	the	
October	AGM.	Our	working	year	began	with	eight	new	Committee	members,	and	there	have	been	some	long	
meetings	getting	everyone	on	board	and	feeling	confident	of	their	positions.	There	is,	however,	still	another	vacancy	
on	the	Committee.	This	is	the	time	to	recruit	a	new	member.	So,	put	your	thinking	caps	on	and	get	in	touch	with	me	
if	you	think	“I	could	do	that”.	We	meet	once	a	month	and	each	Committee	member	eventually	takes	on	the	
responsibility	of	liaising	with	one	of	our	essential	Working	Groups.		

I	would	like	to	take	this	opportunity	to	acknowledge	the	tireless	work	of	volunteers	in	all	roles,	especially	our	Class	
Leaders,	throughout	the	year.	Our	U3A	provides	an	extraordinary	variety	of	courses	and	social	events,	with	the	
support	of	an	indefatigable	administration	team	and	office	volunteers.	There	is	great	reward	and	fulfilment	in	
volunteering:	continuing	to	employ	our	skills,	share	ideas,	imagine	our	future	and	working	together	to	make	it	all	
happen.	Please	consider	contributing	your	skills	as	a	volunteer	in	the	coming	year:	without	a	doubt	you	will	find	
yourself	enjoying	friendships	and	laughter	in	excellent	company!		

The	Governance	Working	Group	has	been	reformed	with	a	small	team	of	members	who	have	a	great	deal	of	
experience.	They	will	be	looking	at	our	Policies	and	Procedures	and	most	importantly	how	they	are	implemented.	I	
hope	soon	to	appoint	a	member	to	take	responsibility	for	Risk	Management.	A	not-for-profit	organisation	such	as	
ours	is	required	to	have	Policies	and	Procedures	in	place	for	the	benefit	of	members,	and	it	is	serious	when	some	
members	fail	to	comply.	I	will	be	writing	more	about	this	in	future	reports.	

It	was	brought	to	the	attention	of	the	Committee	that	there	will	be	a	shortfall	in	our	financial	situation	at	the	end	
of	this	financial	year.	This	has	of	course	started	a	discussion	about	an	increase	in	Fees	for	2018.	The	increased	rent	
for	venues	has	played	a	major	role	of	course.	

At	the	end	of	May	I	have	organised	a	speaker	and	forum	for	Class	Leaders	to	learn	more	about	early	onset	
Dementia/Alzheimer’s	and	how	best	to	manage	with	kindness	and	confidence	people	affected.	There	will	be	Class	
Leaders	who	have	noticed	changes	of	behaviour	in	some	participants	and	this	can	cause	embarrassing	interruptions	
to	the	flow	of	a	class	or	cause	a	regrettable	distraction.	More	information	and	some	helpful	management	techniques	
will	benefit	both	Class	Leaders	and	their	participants.	An	Invitation	will	go	out	to	Class	leaders	later	in	April.	

Our	New	Members’	welcome	event,	an	informal	meeting	with	Committee	members	with	wine	and	cheese	at	Buda	
at	the	end	of	March,	is	one	of	our	pleasures	for	the	year.	We	have	a	large	number	of	new	members	this	year.	It	is	
especially	good	to	see	new	members	welcomed	into	groups	that	have	been	running	continuously	for	years	and	
where	you	probably	know	each	other	well.	

The	U3A	movement	was	referenced	in	the	2015	report	of	the	Commissioner	for	Senior	Victorians	as	a	pro-active	
organisation	which,	through	its	activities	and	central	emphasis	on	learning	for	life,	provides	acknowledged	value	for	
health	and	social	participation.	

That	is	a	fine	and	timely	acknowledgement	of	the	growing	U3A	movement.	

Win	Jodell		
u3acm.pres@gmail.com		
0423	423	247	or	5472	3792	
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Course	Coordination	Working	Group	Report	
Cancellation	
Judi	Appleby	has	cancelled	the	Sacred	Dance,	Sacred	Bodies	short	course.	

Places	are	still	available	in	the	following	courses	-	
Anatomy	of	a	Disaster	-	see	page	9	for	information	
Bridge	for	Beginners	-	Wednesdays	weekly	1.30	to	3.30pm	until	12th	July	
Bridge	-	Tuesdays	weekly	1.15	to	4.15pm	year	long	
Chess	-	Thursdays	weekly	10	to	11.30am	year	long	
Choral:	Singing	Together	-	see	page	9	for	information	
Exploring	the	Labyrinth	-	Wednesday	17th	May	9.30	to	11.30am	(one	session	only)	
Fabulous	Friday	Flicks	-	Fridays	weekly	9.30am	to	12.30pm	all	year	
Golf	Croquet:	Introduction	-	Mondays	and	Fridays	8th	to	26th	May	10am	to	12noon	
Memoir	Writing	with	Robin	Rebecchi	-	Thursdays	2nd	and	4th	weeks	of	the	month	1.30	to	4pm	27th	April	to	
14th	December	
Movies	of	Merit	-	Thursdays	weekly	10am	to	1pm	all	year	
Pathology	Basics	-	Wednesdays	weekly	10th	to	31st	May	3	to	4pm	
Peace	Education	Program	-	Fridays	weekly	except	the	first	10	to	11am	21st	April	to	14th	July	
Tai	Chi	(two	groups)	-	Mondays	weekly	9.30	to	10.45am	all	year	
Warm	Water	Exercise	for	Arthritis	-	Tuesdays	and	Fridays	weekly	11am	to	1.30pm	all	year	(separate	groups)	
Writing	Aerobics	-	Fridays	11am	to	1.30pm	9th	May	to	25th	July	

La	Trobe	University	Lectures	-	enrol	now	for	Semester	two.	See	page	10	for	information	

Terms	3	and	4	-	
Cosmic	Philosophy	and	the	‘Numinous’	
The	Ottoman	Empire		
Peace	Education	Program	2		
Treasures	of	the	Earth:	Geology		
	
Robyn	Yeoman	
On	behalf	of	the	Course	Coordination	Working	Group	
Contact:	u3acm.courses@gmail.com	
 

News 
 
Due to difficulties with staffing during 
holiday periods, the Office will now close 
during School Holidays, starting with the 
Easter holidays:  1 – 17 April 2017 
Any queries can be addressed to the 
Office email: 

u3acastlemaine@gmail.com 
 

Have you changed your email 
address recently?  Please advise your 

new email address to Bev Tozer – 
contact details on page 2. 

 
And while you’re thinking about 

emails please check your inbox and 
delete old emails to make room for 

new, relevant emails! 

 
Remember	when	autumn	was	like	this?	



	 Page	5	

	 	
Remembering	Felicity	 	 			from	Page	1	
she’d	like	to	die	to	Strauss’	Four	Last	Songs,	but	on	
Friday	afternoon	she	chose	the	Schubert	and	then	
the	quiet	of	gentle	rest	and	sleep.	If	you	want	to	sit	
with	Felicity’s	spirit	a	while,	sit	with	that	music	and	
she	will	be	there	-	we	will	play	for	her	and	for	you	in	
the	garden	at	Buda	on	the	8th.	
Thank	you	to	all	who	have	shared	our	lives	and	U3A	
Castlemaine	sessions	and	personal	friendships	with	
empathy	over	the	years,	within	and	outside	of	the	
facilitating	structures	of	U3A	-	U3A	has	been	a	
wonderful	vehicle	of	learning	and	sharing	and	
relationship	building.	
I	attended	the	last	10	years	of	Felicity’s	
Aboriginal	History	-	our	shard	history	sessions,	and	
continued	to	'journey	with	her’	in	the	adventure	of	
learning	with	her	and	those	who	come.	
Thank	you,	Felicity,	for	all	of	that	and	for	everything.	
Everything!	
I	provide	below	three	tributes	to	her	which	came	
into	her	hands	in	the	last	weeks	and	days,	which	
provide	personal,	deep-felt	responses	to	parts	of	
Felicity’s	life	and	contributions.	
From	Geoff	Harris	-	a	founding	and	continuing	
member	of	my\our	Opera	-	an	occasional	evening	
series,	sessions	that	started	years	before	U3A,	but	
became	part	of	how	we	shared	our	joys	with	others	
through	U3A:	
Dear	Felicity	(&	Vic),	
It	was	lovely	talking	to	you	yesterday.	Thank	you	for	
the	kind	thoughts	that	you	expressed	so	eloquently.	
Unfortunately,	I	was	unable	to	do	likewise.	Although	I	
know	that	you	know	what	I	feel,	I	would	still	like	to	try	
to	express	it.	
I	am	eternally	grateful	for	the	many	ways	in	which	you	
have	enriched	my	life,	in	almost	every	aspect	of	my	
being.	I	am	sure	that	opera	alone	has	given	me	more	
pleasure	than	many	people	ever	experience	in	their	
entire	lives.	We	have	shared	so	many	wonderful	
experiences	over	so	many	decades,	we	are	truly	very	
lucky.	We	have	had	so	many	stimulating	and	life	
enhancing	exchanges	at	both	family	and	individual	
levels.	None	of	this	would	have	happened	without	you.	
I	feel	very	privileged	to	have	you	as	my	very	special	
friend.	
None	of	us	know	when	our	time	will	end,	and	I	dearly	
hope	that	there	will	be	more	time	for	us	to	share,	but	if	
not,	I	understand.	I	don't	want	you	to	go,	but	equally	I	
don't	want	you	to	suffer.	
While	I	have	life,	you	will	always	be	a	central	part	of	it.	
Love,	Geoff.	

From	Aunty	Stephanie	Armstrong,	one	of	the	Elders	
who	attended	a	meeting	about	Felicity’s	resources	
and	archives	on	Thursday:	
Hi	Vic	and	Felicity	and	Rebeca,	
Firstly	what	a	pleasure	to	have	time	together	yesterday	
as	well	as	you	all	so	generously	showing	us	your	
collection	of	amazing	resources.	My	mind	was	so	full	by	
the	time	I	left.		
.	.	.	Thanks	once	again	as	I	am	so	very	full	in	my	heart	
and	soul	for	your	time	and	energy	over	the	time	of	your	
work	in	teaching	of	others.		
Stephanie	Armstrong	
From	Grace	McCaughey	who	founded	the	U3A	
Castlemaine	Aboriginal	History	sessions	that	landed	
in	the	very	challenged	lap	of	Felicity,	but	through	
which	she	learnt	and	grew	SO	much	and	shared	so	
generously,	although	her	preparations	robbed	her	of	
time	for	another	of	her	obsessions:	her	passion	for	
"the	garden”	-	but	she	was	as	glad	as	she	was	sad	
about	that	tension	-	not	enough	time	-	just	not	
enough	time	-	perhaps	there	never	is	and	never	can	
be	-	so	rest	in	peace	-	finally:	

Dear	Felicity	
…It	was	a	shock	to	hear	the	news.		Cannot	stop	
thinking	of	you	Felicity	and	how	much	appreciated	
your	work	is.	From	our	joint	work	on	the	Australia	
Day	Committee	…	getting	indigenous	involvement,	
and	then	all	those	exhibitions	of	your	collections	in	so	
many	venues	over	the	years.		Such	a	lot	of	onerous	
work	setting	up	and	taking	down,	properly	packing	
away,	ordering	books/booklets/leaflets/	
flags/badges/posters.		Tables	and	chairs,	display	
boards,	tacks,	tape,	markers,	lists	of	this	and	that.		
The	whole	gamut.		All	with	Vic’s	help.		An	unbeatable	
duo.	
The	good	bit	though	is	that	those	comprehensive	
Scrap	Books	of	yours	are	going	to	be	preserved,	
digitalised	and	made	available	to	the	public.		This	is	
an	everlasting	resource	which	you	compiled	over	so	
many	years.		Just	think	of	the	thousands	of	people	
around	the	world	who	will	benefit.	As	the	interest	in	
all	things	indigenous	is	rising	exponentially,	the	more	
your	collection	will	be	used	and	quoted	from.		How	
good	is	that?	
I	have	said	to	many	people	that	the	work	you	have	
done	would	produce	at	least	two	PhDs.		When	I	think	
how	hard	I	had	to	work	to	convince	you	to	take	over	
U3A	Aboriginal	History	class!		Not	only	did	you	take	it	
over,	but	you	embellished	it	so	much	with	your	own	
resources,	your	own	readings	and	your	wonderful,	
gentle	and	appealing	personality	and	sense	of	
humour.	

	
Continued	Page	6	
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Continued	from	Page	5	
I	know	you	have	come	to	terms	with	your	future.		
That	is	good	and	just	what	I	would	expect	from	you.		
Common	sense	and	practical	always.		You	have	been	
part	of	so	many	people’s	lives.	This	with	your	
community	involvement	will	never	be	forgotten	in	
this	community	and	further	afield.		Your	lovely	family	
are	a	credit	to	you	both.		They	will	carry	on	your	
legacy	I	am	sure.	
…Our	best	wishes	to	you,	Vic	and	your	family.		
With	love	
Grace	McCaughey	and	Jill	Leisegang	

Vic	Say	for	Matt,	Andrew	and	Rebecca	and	so	
many	more.	

 

Felicity	at	a	Reconciliation	Week	exhibition	
in	the	Market	Building,	Castlemaine	

Farewell	Felicity	
Members	of	the	U3A	Castlemaine	Committee	of	Management	express	our	deep	sorrow	at	the	death	of	
Felicity	Say.		We	are	indebted	to	Felicity	for	her	dedication	and	commitment	to	U3A	Castlemaine	in	
leading	the	Aboriginal	History	–	Our	Shared	History	course	since	2000.	

Felicity,	you	will	be	missed.	

Community	Lunch	
Our	Community	Lunch	program	has	run	for	more	
than	25	years	and	it	continues	to	be	a	

welcoming	place	for	all	members	of our	community.	
We	serve	a	delicious	2	course	meal	every	Tuesday	
during	school	terms	with	a suggested	donation	of	
$5	to	cover	our	costs,	but	all	donations	are welcome	
large	or	small.	
The	menu	has	a	focus	on	fresh	seasonal	vegetables 
and	fruit,	some	of	it	donated,	thank you!	and	
sourced from	local	suppliers.		
Community	lunch is	a	great way	to connect	with	
new people	or	to	catch	up	with	old friends.	

We	look	forward	to	sharing		
a	meal	with	you!	

The	Town	Hall	(entry	via	Frederick	St)	Tuesdays	
12.30—1.30pm		

during	school	terms	
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Solo	Group	
The	Solo	Group	April	meeting	will	not	go	
ahead	because	of	Easter.	

The	next	meeting	will	be	May	20th.	Venue	to	
be	announced.	Hope	to	see	you	then.		
Happy	Easter. 
Eva	Haarburger	5472	3391	

	

Over	Eighties	Luncheon	Group	
Our	April	meeting	will	be	on	Wednesday	12th,	
12.30pm	at	the	Five	Flags	Hotel	in	Campbell's	Creek.	
Note	trial	time	of	12.30pm.	
Men	are	welcome	to	join.	

Apologies	and	enquiries	to	-	
Eileen	Park	5472	5213	
	

 

Seasons	for	Thinking	Gardeners	
A	small	number	of	our	group	wandered	around	
Victory	Park	to	look	at	what	is	happening	for	
Autumn.	There	was	not	an	autumn	leaf	to	be	
seen,	but	we	found	plants	with	interesting	
seeds,	lots	of	acorns,	the	developing	nuts	of	
Kurrajong,	and	the	wonderful	seed	heads	of	
Miscanthus	Sisensis.	
There	are	about	five	plants	in	this	wonderful	
display,	that	is	very	impressive	even	when	
driving	past	along	Barker	Street.	

	
The	picture	shows	the	great	beauty	of	the	

Miscanthus	Sisensis.	

Also	noted	was	quite	a	large	plot	of	Salvia	
Nemorosa,	looking	good	with	its	tall	purple	
spires.	
Before	we	meet	again,	in	WINTER,	we	hope	to	
find	out	a	few	details	about	alternative	seasons,	
especially	from	our	local	Dja	Dja	Wurrung	
peoples.	
Winter	will	be	so	different,	can	hardly	wait.	
Peggy	Munro	pjm2224@gmail.com	
5472	2086	

Friday	Garden	Club	
This	month	the	group	viewed	gardens	in	Malmsbury.	
The	weather	was	perfect	for	our	visits.	We	saw	a	
verge	garden,	situated	in	the	town	centre,	but	off	
the	main	road,	and	two	larger	private	gardens	on	
the	outskirts	of	town.		
Deborah,	the	owner	of	the	verge	garden	was	
generous	with	her	time,	explaining	her	planting	
choices	(mainly	edibles),	soil	improvement	
techniques	and	what	had,	and	hadn’t,	thrived	in	the	
beds.		For	a	year	and	a	half	the	verge	was	under	
threat	because	of	council	concerns,	but	the	issue	
seems	to	have	been	settled	and	the	majority	of	the	
beds	will	probably	stay.	
Garden	number	two	was	very	large.	House	and	
garden	were	built	from	scratch	by	the	owners	in	
1984.	One	and	a	half	acres	has	been	devoted	to	olive	
trees,	the	remainder	is	a	large	house	garden	and	
a	commercial	cattery.		Initially	the	owners	did	a	lot	
of	improvement	to	the	mainly	clay	soil.	The	garden	
is	dominated	by	greenery	with	plenty	of	trees	
providing	shelter	for	the	house	and	garden,	and	also	
background	for	the	occasional	flowering	shrubs.		
The	third	garden	was	again	a	huge	garden	
surrounding	an	old	Victorian	house.	The	owner	has	a	
passion	for	birds,	which	he	breeds,	and	for	his	
garden.	The	house	garden	is	lovely.		We	were	
impressed	by	the	large	covered	garden	where	he	
grows	all	his	vegetables	and	fruit.	The	fruit	trees	are	
planted	into	the	ground,	but	the	berries	and	veggies	
are	mostly	in	raised	beds.	
Next	month	we	are	visiting	some	Castlemaine	
gardens.	
Bronwen	Stephens	pb.stephens@bigpond.com	
5472	3904	
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Thank	you	
Many	members	will	know	that	late	last	year	I	
was	diagnosed	with	a	form	of	leukaemia.			
Over	the	last	few	months	I	have	been	buoyed	by	
the	support	and	best	wishes	of	many	members,	
particularly	those	with	whom	I	share	classes.		I	
cannot	possibly	thank	you	all	personally,	but	I	
would	like	you	to	know	that	your	support	for	me	
and	Bronwen	has	been	morale	boosting	and	
heart	warming.			
I	now	feel	well	on	the	road	to	recovery.		After	
avoiding	people	for	several	months,	I	am	looking	
forward	to	rejoining	U3A	classes	and	social	
events.		
Peter	Stephens		

Australian	History	
Welcome	to	many	new	class	members	who	are	
joining	a	group	of	members	who	have	been	with	us	
for	some	years.	
Geoff	has	presented	a	few	study	sessions	already	this	
year.		One	was	about	the	foundation	of	the	different	
States,	looking	at	the	similarities	and	differences,	and	
discussing	the	issue	of	whether	the	right	day	has	been	
chosen	for	"Australia	Day"!				
On	another	day	there	was	interesting	discussion	
based	on	articles	from	The	Age	and	the	Castlemaine	
Mail	about	the	"Monster	Meeting"	in	the	early	1850s	
in	Castlemaine	that	lead	to	the	Red	Ribbon	Rebellion	
in	Bendigo	and	the	Eureka	Uprising	Ballarat.		For	the	
last	study	in	March,	Geoff	using	slides	produced	in	the	
1960s,	traced	the	story	of	the	growth	of	towns	along	
the	Calder	in	the	1850s.	
Beginning	in	April	several	class	members	will	do	some	
research	and	present	their	work	to	the	group,	which	
is,	of	course,	the	whole	point	of	History	--	
research,	presentation,	discussion,	enjoyment	of	the	
experience.	
Geoff	Walker			5470	6652	

Understanding	Opera	
It	took	some	time	to	come	back	to	earth	after	
our	afternoon	of	passion	in	Campbells	Creek.	
Unrequited	Latin	Lovers	....	exhausting!	
This	was	our	second	Understanding	Opera	for	
the	year	and	we	were	treated	to	two	one	act	
operas	both	featuring	Placedo	Domingo	and	
directed	by	Franco	Zeffirelli.		
Cavalleria	Rusticana	was	first	performed	in	
Rome	in	1890,	and	is	set	in	Sicily.		Pagliacci	
followed,	a	19th	Century	opera	set	in	Calabria	
this	time.	
Both	productions	of	course	had	superb	artists,	
but	also	the	costumes	and	sets	were	
memorable.	
Next	gathering	will	be	in	May	and	will	require	
participants	to	select	a	piece	of	opera	(CD)	or	a	
scene	from	a	DVD,	and	share	this	with	the	
group.	
Could	be	very	interesting	so		
look	forward	to	seeing	you	
	there.	
Jan	Gower	5470	5419	or	0488	204	450	

Erratum	
Reconciliation	Stone	item	in	March	issue	of	
Third	Thoughts	-	DJA DJA WURRUNG is	
the	correct	spelling	of	the	name	of	our	local	
indigenous	people.	
Jacqui	Turnbull	

Choir	Report	
It	was	wonderful	to	see	so	many	new	and	returning	
members	joining	us	in	the	Choir	this	year.		As	is	
always	the	case,	our	singing	sessions	have	been	
relaxing	and	entertaining.	We	are	thoroughly	
enjoying	the	new	songs	that	Angela	has	given	us	this	
year.	I	suspect	it	must	be	a	daunting	task	each	year	
choosing	songs	that	all	choir	members	will	enjoy	and	
songs	that	will	be	appropriate	for	our	various	
performances	given	throughout	the	year.	
Again	this	year	we	are	so	fortunate	to	have	John	
accompanying	us	on	piano.	He	is	a	very	
accomplished	musician	and	he	is	also	tremendously	
patient	with	us.	John	also	has	a	wonderful	sense	of	
humour,	which	is	much	appreciated	by	all	choir	
members.		
Angela	reminded	us	that	there	will	be	no	choir	
sessions	held	during	the	Castlemaine	State	Festival.	
If	there	are	any	U3A	members	who	would	like	to	join	
the	Choir,	do	come	along	to	one	of	our	Tuesday	
sessions	at	the	Salvation	Army	hall	in	Kennedy	
Street,	3.30-5.30pm.	
Jeanette	Johnston	
5470	6079	or	0407	844	256	
jeanette.johnston@bigpond.com	
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Musicals	
Brush	Up	Your	Shakespeare	
	We	certainly	did	today	with	the	1953	film	
version	of	The	Taming	of	The	Shrew,	Cole	
Porter's	Kiss	Me	Kate,	starring	Howard	Keel	and	
Kathryn	Grayson.		
There	were	16	songs	in	all	including	the	
overture,	and	most	were	familiar	to	us	as	they	
had	been	covered	by	very	many	artists	over	the	
years.	
The	Broadway	show	ran	for	over	1,000	
performances	and	in	1949	won	the	first	Tony	
Award	for	the	best	Musical.	
As	a	point	of	interest,	the	most	modern	version	
of	The	Taming	of	The	Shrew	was	the	1999	film	
10	Things	I	Hate	About	You,	which	launched	
Heath	Ledger’s	Hollywood	career.	
Next	Meeting	will	feature	Till	the	Clouds	Roll	By,	
a	film	crammed	with	musical	stars.		May	3rd	is	
the	date,	so	see	you	then.	One	week	delay	due	
to	car	rally,	another	event	to	look	forward	to.	
Jan	Gower	5470	5419	or	0488	204	450	
	

Anatomy	of	a	Disaster	
Commencing	Friday	19th	May,	1pm	to	
2.30pm	in	the	Fellowship	Room	at	the	

Uniting	Church.		There	will	be	four	weekly	
sessions	–	19th	and	26th	May,	and	9th	and	

16th	June.	
There	are	a	few	places	available.	
Genevieve	Rogers	0412	536	004	

Let’s	use	our	Vouchers	
Another	class	member	and	I	did	a	test	run	to	Echuca,	
and	all	went	to	plan,	so	I	am	certainly	hoping	that	
the	trip	planned	for	Friday	21st	April	will	go	as	
smoothly.		
We	will	depart	from	Castlemaine	station	on	the	9.26	
am	Swan	Hill	train	arriving	into	Kerang	at	11.28am			
returning	on	the	coach	from	Kerang	at	4pm.		Please	
let	me	know	on	mnc3463@gmail.com		or	5475	1220	
if	you	are	planning	on	joining	the	group.			
And	remember	to	redeem	your	travel	voucher	
before	the	day	of	travel,	letting	the	station	staff	
know	that	you	are	part	of	the	U3A	group	booking.	
We	will	be	home,	in	Castlemaine	just	after	7pm.	If	
other	non-class	members	wish	to	join	us,	even	
buying	a	paper	ticket,	(your	Myki	doesn’t	work	to	
Kerang),	you	are	welcome	to	join	us,	just	please	let	
me	know.								
Maxwell	Clarke	5475	1220	

Caravan	Camping	2017				
A	very	select	group	enjoyed	the	so	very	green	
River	Bend	caravan	park,	east	of	Echuca	a	few	
days	before	the	long	weekend.		
On	Wednesday	29th	March,	some	members	of	
the	group	departed	for	a	trip	up	the	Kidman	
Way	travelling	from	Jerilderie,	through	Griffith,	
Cobar,	Bourke	and	into	southern	Queensland.	
We	expect	to	be	away	for	around	two	weeks.		
Non-class	members	are	always	welcome	to	join	
in	these	camping	trips.	
Maxwell	Clarke			mnc3463@gmail.com			
5475	1220	

Time for something new? 
Try a subject at La Trobe Semester 
two runs 24 July–20 October 2017 

U3A	Castlemaine	members	are	entitled	to	sit	in	on	
lectures	at	La	Trobe	University	in	Bendigo.	The	
second	semester	of	the	year	runs	from	25	July	to	the	
end	of	October,	and	brings	heaps	of	new	subjects	in	
history,	literature,	education,	planning,	
environmental	studies	–	plenty	to	choose	from.		
Most	subjects	have	a	one-	or	two-hour	lecture	each	
week.	This	link	shows	the	subjects	available: 	
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/students/subjects		
and	this	link	is	where	you	search	for	day	and	time:	
https://allocate.latrobe.edu.au/2017/timetable/	-	
subjects	
Find	out	about	each	subject	by	clicking	on	the	red	
subject	code	next	to	its	title.	You	cannot	choose	a	
course	in	which	studio	sessions,	seminars,	tutorials,	
workshops	or	field	visits	form	the	major	component	
of	the	teaching	as	we	are	not	permitted	to	attend	
those.	If	you	would	like	to	attend,	please	complete	
the	appropriate	form.	It	can	be	obtained	from	the	
U3A	office,	or	you	can	download	from	the	U3A	
website.	Click	on	the	link	‘All forms’.		Completed	
forms	need	to	be	returned	to	the	U3A	office	by	
Monday	17 July	2017.		
If	you	have	any	queries,	please	do	not	contact	La	
Trobe	University.	All	communication	should	go	
through	our	link	coordinator,	Bridget	Leach.	Email:	
bridgetleach@live.co.uk		
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		 	Photography	and	Digital	Imaging	
Photography	and	Digital	Imaging	has	proved	very	
popular	in	2017	with	29	people	attending	the	first	
session.	A	quick	round	of	introductions	from	
participants	revealed	a	wealth	of	knowledge	and	
expertise	in	a	wide	range	of	subjects	and	diverse	
areas	of	special	interest	in	relation	to	photography.		
The	committee	will	include	Mike	Forsyth	(class	
representative),	Rodney	Marchant	(technical	
adviser),	Barb	Guerin	and	Pam	Connell.	
‘Landscapes,	clouds	and	weather	events’	proved	to	
be	a	stimulating	first	subject	for	our	photography	
group	and	the	results	reflected	this.	We	were	
fortunate	to	have	Gary	Chapman	come	and	critique	
the	photos	we	had	each	chosen	to	be	our	best	in	the	
subject.	That	was	extremely	interesting	and	gave	us	
much	to	think	about	regarding	subject	matter,	
composition	and	optimising	exposures.	The	people’s	
choice	winning	photos	were	Pam	Connell’s	sun	
setting	over	dam	and	Norma	Rantall’s	Tassie	
landscape	though	they	were	not	the	choices	made	
by	Gary.	Interesting!		
The	March	theme	is	‘low	light	and	still	life’	and	
following	an	introduction	to	the	basic	camera	
settings	for	low	light	and	night	photography	we	
photographed	several	still	life	arrangements	made	
from	items	people	had	brought	along.	Next	will	be	
an	excursion	to	Rosalind	Park	in	Bendigo	where	we	
will	spend	the	‘golden	hour’	and	the	‘blue	hour’	of	
the	evening	photographing	the	park	with	its	views	
including	statues,	lights	and	magnificent	nearby	
buildings.		
There	was	a	break	during	the	state	festival	so	two	
weeks	later	we	have	our	‘show	and	tell’	where	we	
bring	our	USB	sticks	with	up	to	five	photos	and	have	
a	group	critique.	I	think	we	all	really	enjoy	this	
session	where	we	see	what	others	have	observed	
and	captured	and	where,	personally	speaking,	I	
often	kick	myself	because	I	hadn’t	seen	that	shot.	
Rodney	our	technical	adviser	also	gives	a	critique	
and	often	offers	valuable	information	on	how	shots	
could	have	been	improved.		
And	so	we	come	to	the	end	of	the	month	when	
prints	of	our	personal	favourites	are	displayed	at	
coffee	morning	for	all	U3A	Castlemaine	members	to	
peruse	and	select	what	they	judge	to	be	the	best	of	
the	bunch.	We	thank	you	all	for	participating	in	this	
as	it	gives	us	a	good	idea	of	what	is	most	appealing	
in	a	more	general	sense.		
Next	month	we’ll	be	well	into	autumn	so	that	should	
present	some	beautiful	opportunities	for	
photographing	the	changing	colours	and	landscapes	
of	the	season. 	
Pam	Connell	5416	1203	or	0427	188	984	
		

 

Coffee	Morning	Cake	Raffle	
January	
Thank	you	to	Marie	Twyford	for	making	the	
cake.	The	lucky	winner	was	Sue	Turner.	
March	
Peter	Batten	was	the	lucky	winner.			He	said	the	
cake	made	by	Margaret	Grey	was	delicious.		
Peter	also	said	in	an	email	-	My	thanks	and	best	
wishes	also	to	everyone	involved	with	the	cake	
raffle	and	trading	table.		Many	of	the	members	
enjoy	the	opportunity	to	obtain	books,	plants	and	
other	items	at	low	cost	and	to	have	a	chance	of	
winning	the	cake.		I	certainly	do!		As	a	former	
Treasurer,	I	am	also	aware	of	and	appreciate	the	
steady	contribution	made	to	our	funds	by	these	
activities. 
Beryl	Leavesley	5472	3182	
berylleavesley@hotmail.com 
 
	

Sun	setting	over	dam	by	Pam	Connell	

FOUND...	
When	cleaning	out	the	U3A	steel	cupboard,	
several	interesting	items	have	turned	up.			
§ Electric	knife	Green	and	blue	edged	white	
Maxwell	Williams	melamine	type	plastic	plate	

§ Large	white	bowl,	green	edges	with	Christmas	
wreath	in	the	centre	

§ Three	square	plastic	containers,	two	with	blue	
lids	

If	any	of	these	items	belong	to	you,	please	see	
Marie	–	usually	in	the	kitchen	at	monthly	
Coffee	Mornings.	
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Van	Gogh		
and	the	Seasons	

Winter Masterpieces 
at	the	

National	Gallery	of	Victoria	
St	Kilda	Road,	Melbourne	
Tuesday,	May	30th 

The	visit	will	begin	with	an	introductory	
lecture	at	12	noon,	after	which	you	will	be	
able	to	see	the	exhibition	at	your	own	pace.	
Cost:	$35	per	person	for	the	lecture	and	the	
exhibition,	to	be	paid	at	the	U3A	
Castlemaine	office	or	at	a	coffee	morning	
by	Monday,	May	15th.	
Please	have	the	correct	money	as	change	

cannot	be	given.	

You	can	pick	up	your	ticket	from	the	U3A	
Castlemaine	office	from	May	22nd	to	25th	
between	9.30	and	11.30am.		

There	are	no	refunds.	
If	you	pay	and	find	that	you	cannot	go,	you	
will	need	to	find	a	replacement	for	yourself.	
Meeting	Place:	11.45am	at	the	information	
desk	inside	the	NGV.	
Transport:	Please	make	your	own	way	to	
the	NGV.	The	9.08am	train	from	
Castlemaine	should	get	you	to	Southern	
Cross	Station	by	10.43am,	in	time	to	get	a	
tram	to	Swanston	Street,	and	then	another	
to	the	gallery,	leaving	time	for	a	snack	at	the	
gallery	before	the	noon	lecture.		

Enquiries:	Colleen	Smith	
smithac2@bigpond.com		

Cinema	Museum	
at	The	Salvation	Army’s		

Heritage	Centre	
69	Bourke	Street,	Melbourne	

Friday,	June	30th	at	10am	
The	 Castlemaine	 8.06	 train	 gets	 to	 Southern	
Cross	Station	at	9.28,	enough	time	to	get	a	tram	
along	Bourke	Street	to	the	Centre,	where	we	will	
meet.	

Free	entry,	although	a	donation	would	
be	welcome	on	leaving.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

For	enquiries	contact	Max	Clarke,	5475	1220	or	
mnc3463@gmail.com		

 

 

 

 

 
Are	you	aware	that	loans	are	available	from	the	
Department	of	Housing	Victoria	for	home	
renovations?	The	loans	can	be	provided	for	
health	and	safety	related	repairs,	renovations	or	
modifications	for	your	principal	place	of	
residence.	Loans	can	be	used	to	supplement	
your	savings	or	grants	to	fund	the	works.	
	
	

To	be	eligible	for	a	home	renovation	loan	you	must	
meet	the	eligibility	criteria	as	well	as	loan	
requirements	that	will	include	title	search	and	credit	
checks.		You	are	also	required	to	have	at	least	30%	
equity	in	your	home.		A	maximum	loan	of	$2,000	is	
available	for	private	renters.	
A	fact	sheet	will	be	available	from	the	U3A	office,	or	
contact	9096	9821,	9096	9891,	or	1800	134	872.	
http://www.housing.vic.gov.au/home-renovation-loan-owners.	
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New	venue	for	Coffee	Mornings	
a	success!	

Our	first	coffee	morning	at	Church	of	Christ	was	
very	well	attended,	with	an	informative	and	
entertaining	speaker.			
Lisa	Simpson,	community	educator	from	
Anglicare	Bendigo	talked	about	the	financial	
wellbeing	services	provided	by	Anglicare	in	the	
region.		These	include	Gambler’s	Help,	Crisis	Aid	
and	Alleviating	Hardship	through	emergency	
relief	programs	and	financial	assistance.		If	you	
missed	the	talk	go	to	their	website	
http://www.anglicarevic.org.au/	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Lisa	left	a	box	of	booklets	called	Victorian	
Concessions:	A	guide	to	discounts	and	services	
for	eligible	households	in	Victoria.		Make	sure	
you	are	claiming	all	your	eligible	concessions	by	
picking	up	a	booklet	from	the	U3A	office.		
	
	
	
	

The 2017 U3A Castlemaine Annual 
Autumn Mystery Automobile Ramble 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ramble this year will be held on Wednesday 
26th April. We’ve planned another gentle, 
interesting, educational, friendly yet challenging tour 
of our beautiful local country-side. And we’ll visit 
some perhaps little known man-made wonders and 
picturesque beauty spots. This is a terrific 
opportunity for you to demonstrate your driving, 
navigating and observational skills, challenge your 
mental abilities and show your writing prowess 
through composing a limerick. The driver of the 
winning car will receive the Jane & Graeme Quinn 
perpetual trophy and the passengers will also receive 
prizes. 
In the past these excursions have proved to be both 
enjoyable AND educational and a great way to meet 
other members with whom you do not normally share 
a class. The ramble will be approximately 160k. 
We’ll meet at Camp Reserve at 9am to register. 
Please bring along $5 per car to cover the cost of the 
prizes. We’ll leave Camp Reserve at 9.15am and 
have a BYO picnic morning tea, so bring a folding 
chair. At the end of the Ramble we’ll have lunch at a 
nice venue that charges reasonable prices (to be met 
at your own cost). It’s a good idea to car-pool if you 
wish as, apart from travelling in friendly company, it 
helps to prevent possible disputes between driver and 
navigator. 
Don’t forget to keep Wednesday 26th April free for 
this great morning event so mark it in your calendar 
now! 
This year the Ramble has been organized by Allen 
and Colleen Smith.  
If you’d like to be part of this event, please put the 
name of the driver and number of passengers* on the 
list at the April coffee morning. If you have any 
queries Allen and Colleen can be contacted by email 
at: smithac2@bigpond.com  
or on mobile 0400 326 116.  

*These numbers for the lunch caterers. 

 

 

 

Participants	Required	for	
	Vision	Research	 

Volunteers	with	healthy	eyes	(aged	60+)	or	glaucoma	(any	
age)	are	invited	to	be	part	of	a	research	program	
assessing	changes	in	visual	function	with	age.		
Testing	is	conducted	at	the	University	of	Melbourne,	
Parkville.	Volunteers	will	be	given	a	small	gift	voucher	to	
contribute	to	travel	expenses	incurred	in	attending.		
Please	contact	the	research	laboratory	with	your	name,	
phone	number	and	email	address	to	register	your	
interest.		
The	studies	are	approved	by	the	University	of	Melbourne	
Human	Research	Ethics	Committee	HREC	#1443394.2,	
1441571.4,	1544011.3.	
Professor	Allison	McKendrick,	Department	of	Optometry	
and	Vision	Sciences,	University	of	Melbourne	
Contact:	(03)	9035	9979	or	allisonm@unimelb.edu.au		


