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For the Fourth Sunday of Lent we read the powerful story of the Prodigal Son from Luke's Gospel. The younger son, who asks 
for his inheritance and spends it all, returns and asks to be a servant at his father's house. Instead he is welcomed home with open 
arms by his father who was filled with compassion, ran to his son and forgave him. The older son is jealous and will not share in 
the happiness but the father says to "celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost 
and has been found.” For Masses using Cycle A readings for the RCIA, John's Gospel will offer the story of the man born blind. 
(For more information, see Praying the Gospels of Weeks 3, 4 and 5.)

Our gospels this week are all from John's Gospel. After two days of healing stories, the opposition against Jesus builds. In Cana, 
in Galilee, Jesus heals the son of a royal official. Back down in Jerusalem, he heals a man who was sick for 38 years, incurring 
the wrath of his enemies because he did it on the Sabbath. Because of this, and because he called God his Father, they now plot 
a way to kill him. Jesus says his opponents do not want to come to him for life. He calls God his father and says, “I have testimony 
greater than John's.” Unafraid of his opponents, Jesus goes to Jerusalem for a feast and openly tells people that he has come from 
God. They did not arrest him then, “for his hour had not yet come.” Thinking they know where Jesus is from (in both senses: 
where he lived now and his origin in heaven), his enemies insist that Jesus can't be a prophet: “Look and see that no prophet arises 
from Galilee.”

On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, Parishes that are doing the Third Scrutiny will use John's gospel of the raising of Lazarus. (Praying 
the Gospels of Weeks 3, 4 and 5.)

For the rest of us using the Cycle C readings for this liturgical year, John's gospel brings us the story of the woman accused of 
adultery. Religious leaders bring a woman to Jesus challenging him: "Now in the law, Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. So what do you say?” Jesus responded only, “Let the one among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.” The crowd quietly dispersed. Jesus seeing there is no one left to accuse the woman says gently, “Neither do I condemn you. 
Go, and from now on do not sin any more.”

Daily Prayer This Week

The gospels this week make it very clear toward the end of the week that Jesus faced opposition that couldn't accept who he is. 
We see that Jesus comes to lay down his life that we might live. So, this week of Lent is an important time for us to ask ourselves 
if there are any parts of our hearts, any of our patterns, that oppose Jesus and his desire to give us life. This kind of honesty can 
transform our lives. It can allow the grace of God to bring reconciliation and healing we might not have imagined.

Even if it hasn't been easy to get really engaged with Lent so far, we can still make a beginning, even now. The key is openness 
and desire. If we can feel any attraction, any sign that the Lord is possibly drawing us, then the Lord can work with us - no matter 
what resistance or fear we might also be experiencing. All we have to do is act out of these desires and simply ask the Lord for 
the grace to help us be more honest and more open to what he is offering us. For example, we can ask for the grace to examine 
our consciences more thoroughly. We could try a different approach to facing any resistance we might have to the Lord's working 
in us. We might not commit the big sins, but we may not have examined what we fail to do. Who am I failing to love, to forgive, 
to be generous to? From whom am I withholding affection, care, reconciliation? Where can I live more honestly, with more 
integrity? How might I proactively change my own personal patterns of escape with patterns of care for others?

It is a time of grace when we can experience moments of “recognition,” or self-understanding. But it is not a grace to beat up on 
ourselves or become self-absorbed in our own guilt. It is grace to feel grateful to the Lord for showing us obstacles to the life he 
is offering us. It is grace to feel our spirits lighten as we feel drawn to greater freedom and peace. It is incredible grace when we 
are drawn to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This week, let us give thanks to the Lord who deeply desires our greater 
freedom and joy. As we go to bed each night, let us thank the Lord for what we saw that day and renew our desires for the next 
day of grace.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Reflection

There is much wisdom shared about the sense of hearing.  Make time to listen.  Practice active listening.  Put on your listening 
ears.  Tell me your story.  We all know the value of being present through careful listening.  Yet there are many times when we 
are not very good at hearing what is being said.  Perhaps we have too many distractions.  Perhaps we suspect that we might need 
to hear something we don’t want to hear.  Perhaps the story is so familiar that we believe we have already heard it.

Today’s Gospel from Luke is the story of the prodigal son.  My initial reaction today to this parable from Jesus was that I knew 
where this story was going to take me as I have heard it so many times in my life.  I was ready to tap into my dutiful oldest child 
resentment of the younger sibling who wasted his inheritance.  Yet, I felt some gentle urging from God to listen deeper.  As I 
prepared to read today’s gospel again, I prayed for the Grace to deeply listen to the word of God.

My attention was immediately captured by the taunts of Jesus from the Pharisees and scribes: “This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.”  This left me curious to learn more.  Rather than focusing on a hardworking son who despite doing everything 
right never gets a party, I was overwhelmed with the joy expressed by the father who sees his wayward son metaphorically come 
back to life.  There could be no better reason for a joyful celebration.  What a perfect message of conversion for this Lenten 
season.

Paul supports this message of conversion in his letter to Corinthians as he teaches about reconciliation:

And all this is from God,
who has reconciled us to himself through Christ
and given us the ministry of reconciliation,
namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
not counting their trespasses against them
and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

Learning about the experiences of the younger son who spent his entire inheritance on pleasure, I come to understand there have 
been many gifts in my life that I have sinfully squandered.  As he desperately realizes that the animals he is caring for have more 
to eat than he does, I make space for my shame and face the moments in my life when I have come to a breaking point. And as I 
hear the taunts of the Pharisees and scribes, I wonder when have I tried to live like Jesus lived and opened my heart to sinners 
with joy and without judgment?  As the younger son returns home to his father with contrition and no expectations, I feel an 
abiding trust in God’s love for me.  This trust in God’s love is grounded in the wisdom from the Psalm calling us to Taste and See 
the Goodness in the Lord.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/032722.html

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin MaryFourth Sunday of Lent

He said to him, ‘My son, you are here with me 
always; everything I have is yours. But now we 
must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother 
was dead and has come to life again; he was lost 
and has been found.’”

Luke 15:1-3,11-32
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GIFT Contributions. This being the 3rd weekend of the month, there will be a call for contributions for the GIFT (Giving in Faith 
& Thankfulness) programme to build a more vibrant, evangelising and missionary Church. Support the organisations and 
projects of the archdiocese by making a monthly giving pledge. Or, give via PayNow (UEN: 201231391K). GIRO forms, 
cheques or cash can be sealed into GIFT envelopes and dropped into the [parish to specify whether it is “collection bags” or 
“collection boxes” as is the practice for first collection during this Covid period]. More info at catholicfoundation.sg

Make your marriage a priority! 

Marriage is a project to be worked on together and a process of growth. Pope Francis (Amoris Laetitia, no. 218, 221). 

Good marriages can always be made better! To deepen your couple relationship, do sign up for a Marriage Encounter Weekend 
scheduled for  6th - 8th May 2022 by contacting Joe & Reenie at 9670-5390 or email at mewkend@gmail.com"





The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.


