
Introduction to The Pentateuch
(Part 4 of 4)

The Laws (cont’d)
The Decalogue, or the ‘Ten Words’ inscribed 
on the tablets at Sinai, lays down the 
fundamental law – which is at once moral and 
religious – of the Covenant. It is recorded in 
two places, Ex 20:2-17 and Dt 5:6-18, with 
not inconsiderable textual differences; these 
two texts derive from a primitive, shorter form 
against the Mosaic origin of which there is no 
cogent argument.

The (Elohistic) Code of the Covenant, Ex 
20:22 – 23:19, is the code of a community 
of shepherds and peasants and therefore 
suited to Israel while still evolving towards 
nationhood and beginning to adopt an 
agricultural way of life. Compared with the 
Mesopotamian Codes, which are of greater 
antiquity and reveal points of contact, the 
Code of the Covenant differs from them by 
its lack of complexity and by its preservation 
of certain archaic features. It comes down 
to us in a somewhat developed form as is 
shown by its interest in beasts of burden, 
in farming, in viticulture, in houses – all of 
which presupposes that the period of semi-
nomadism was at an end; moreover, its 
two modes of expressing laws (imperative 
and hypothetical) point to the fact that the 
collection is composite. The Code as we 

have it possibly dates back to the time of 
the Judges.

The (Yahwistic) Code of Renewal of the 
Covenant, Ex 34:14-26, is sometimes called, 
somewhat inappropriately, the Second or 
Ritual Decalogue. It is a series of religious 
injunction expressed in the imperative mood. 
It is contemporaneous with the Code of the 
Covenant but has been touched up under the 
influence of Deuteronomy.

Leviticus was not given its final form until 
after the Exile but it contains the elements of 
the greatest antiquity: for example, the food 
laws, ch. 11, and the regulations governing 
legal purity, ch. 13 – 15, are the legacy of a 
primitive age; similarly the ceremonial for 
the Day of Atonement, ch. 16, preserves an 
ancient purification ceremony overlaid by 
a highly developed concept of sin. Chapters 
17 – 26 constitute a body of law commonly 
referred to as the Law of Holiness; this 
appears to have been drawn up in the closing 
years of the Monarchy.

The Deuteronomy Code (Dt 12-26) dates 
back to the same period. Its many ancient 
ingredients are assembled in rather haphazard 
fashion but it witnesses to a development in 
social and religious customs (e.g. the laws 
relating to the one and only sanctuary, to the 
altar, to tithes, to slaves); it also reveals that Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
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READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 961
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord.
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MON: EX 32:15-24, 30-34, JN 11:19-27 TUE: EX 33:7-11; 34:5B-9, 28, MT 13:36-43 WED: 
EX 34:29-35, MT 13:44-46 THU: EX 40:16-21, 34-38, MT 13:47-53 FRI: LV 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 
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28 July 2019 Year CSeventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building is 
closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. For the safety 
of the public, the columbarium will be closed, the next  period when it will be accessible for visits is on 
All Souls’ Day period: 27 Oct - 10 Nov ‘19. Visiting Hours: 9.00am to 5.00pm. Subsequent niche 
blessings and internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche blessing and 
internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put on personal protection 
gears when they enter the columbarium. 

Worship, Talks, Testimony, Healing Service and 
Mass Come & Celebrate with us. NO registration 
is required. Organized by: Church of Sts Peter and 
Paul - Cantonese Group.  Co-organizer: SHBCC

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

JESUS 4 EVERYONE - ‘It is the duty of the 
Church to proclaim always and everywhere the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.’ Pope Benedict XVI. Tell 
others about Jesus.

SURVIVING DIVORCE 2019 - Maybe you 
are going through a divorce or a separation right 
now; or perhaps it has been some time since your 
divorce. No matter where you are in your journey, 
this programme can help. In Surviving Divorce: 
Hope and Healing for the Catholic Family, we 
address some of the most immediate challenges 

men and women experience during and after a 
divorce. Date: 22 Aug - 7 Nov ‘19 (Thurs evenings) 
Time:7.30pm to 9.30pm Venue: St Maximilian 
Mary Kolbe Classroom (Level 2) Church of St 
Mary of the Angels 5, Bukit Batok East Avenue 
2 S(659918)Contribution: Non-refundable fee 
of SGD60 Register at https://catholicfamily.
org.sg/sd/ or contact Joann (97804456), Jileen 
(93836868), Elena (81131023) or email: cdsg@
acf.org.sg.”

INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY OF THE 
BODY - Get an introduction to the Theology 
of the Body: Pope St John Paul II’s landmark 
teaching which was delivered across 129 
General Audiences from 1979 to 1984. Date: 17 
Aug ‘19 (Sat) Time: 9.30am to 12.30pm Venue: 
Church of the Holy Cross, #04-03, 450 Clementi 
Avenue 1, Singapore 129955



PARISH NEWS 

MASS FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 
Mass dedicated to the souls of the faithful departed 
whose remains are placed in the columbarium 
in our church, and for their family members is 
celebrated on Tue 30 Jul ’19 at 7.20am and 5.30pm.
 
NO EVENING MASSES on 9 and 12 Aug ’19 
-  Being a public holidays on 9 Aug’19 (Fri) and 12 
Aug ’19 (Mon), there will be no evening masses. 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 

BVM (Day of Obligation) The Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary falls on 
Thu 15 Aug ’19. Mass timings: Wed 14 Aug ’19 at 
5.30pm (English Anticipated Mass) Thurs, 15 Aug 
’19, 7.20am (Eng), 12.15pm (Mandarin), 5.30pm 
Infant Jesus Devotion followed by English mass. 

CANTONESE RETREAT 2019 Theme: The 
Beatitudes  Remain in my love. (John 15:9) on 
9 Aug 19 (Fri) from 9:00am - 6:00pm at Church 
of Sts Peter and Paul Speakers: Rev. Fr. Stephen 
Yim, Rev. Fr. Terence Wee CSsR & Fr. Jerome 
Leon, SJ. There will be Rosary, Praise and 

the religious outlook has undergone a change 
(cf. its tone of warm appeal and the note of 
exhortation in so many of its injunctions).

The religious lesson
The religion of the Old Testament, like that of 
the New, is a historical religion: it is based on a 
divine revelation made to definite individuals 
at definite times and in definite circumstances, 
on the intervention of God in history at specific 
moments of our human story. The Pentateuch, 
which tells this tale of God’s dealings with the 
world, is the foundation stone of the Jewish 
religion; it became the canonical book par 
excellence, the Law of Israel.

In the Pentateuch the Israelite found the 
meaning of his destiny. Not only did he find, 
in the opening chapters of Genesis, an answer 
to the questions he shared with every man: the 
meaning of the world and of life, the problem 
of suffering and death, but he also found an 
answer to his own particular question: How 
is it that Yahweh, the only God, is the God of 
Israel; that among all the nations of the earth 
Israel should be his people?

The Pentateuch answers: because to Israel the 
divine promise was made. The Pentateuch 
is the Book of Promises: the promise made 
to Adam and Eve after their fall (the ‘Proto-
evangel’, or first good news of the salvation 
to come), the promise of a new order of things 
made to Noah after the Deluge and, above all, 
the promise to Abraham and again to Isaac 
and Jacob, a promise that was to affect all their 
descendants. Israel was to occupy the land, 
the Land of Promise, where the patriarchs 
had lived. The promise indeed has this for its 
immediate object but its significance is deeper 
and its implications wider: by this promise a 
relationship is set up between Israel and the 
God of her Fathers, a relationship of special 
privilege and, indeed, unique.

In Yahweh’s call of Abraham his choice of 
Israel was already foreshadowed. By an act of 
free choice, by a loving plan conceived from 
creation’s beginning and pursued despite all 

man’s waywardness, Yahweh formed a nation 
and made that nation his.

Choice and promise were confirmed by a 
covenant. If the Pentateuch is the Book of 
Promises, it is also the Book of Covenants. 
There is already a covenant with Adam, 
though there is no explicit mention of it; 
there is a covenant with Noah, with Abraham 
and – through the mediation of Moses – with 
the whole nation. It is not a pact concluded 
by two equals, since God has no need of 
pacts and the initiative lies wholly with him; 
nevertheless, God acknowledges its force 
and, in a certain sense, is committed to it by 
reason of the promises he makes. But in return 
he demands loyalty from his people: if Israel 
withholds this fidelity, if she sins, the bond 
may be broken that God’s love has made.

It is God himself who defines the terms of 
this fidelity by legislating for the nation he 
has chosen. His law makes known their 
duties to his people, regulates the nation’s life 
as God would have it, and by sustaining the 
Covenant paves the way for the fulfilment of 
the promises.

The Promise, the Choice, the Covenant, 
the Law – these are the golden threads, the 
warp and woof of the Pentateuch. They run 
through the rest of the Old Testament also, 
for the Pentateuch is not the end of the story: 
it tells of promise but not of fulfilment, since 
it ends before the entry into the Promised 
Land begins. Of its very nature it was no 
closed book because in the first place it is 
a book of trust in a promised future: when 
Canaan was conquered the promise might 
seem to be fulfilled, Jos 23:14, but fulfilment 
was destined to be thwarted by the nation’s 
sins and the promise remained a promise to 
comfort the exiles in Babylon. In the second 
place it is a book of an urgent and lasting 
law which was to endure in Israel as an ever-
present witness against her, Dt 31:26.

So it was until the coming of Christ, the one 
who gives this long story of salvation all its 

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources 
for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org 
Click “Register Now” Enter your name, email address, and desired password. You’re all 
ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED app is also 
available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

meaning because to him it was slowly making 
its obscure way. In Ga 3:15-29 especially, St. 
Paul brings out the significant of that story. 
The covenants of the old régime were the 
rehearsals for Christ’s new Covenant in which 
the Christians, made by their faith heirs to 
Abraham, are by Christ made partakers. As for 
the Law, its function was to keep the promises 
intact; it was therefore like the guardian who 
takes the child to school – to Christ in whom 
those promises are fulfilled.

The Christian is no longer under the guardian, 
no longer bound by the Law’s observances; 
but he is not emancipated from its religious 
and moral teaching, for Christ did not come to 
do away with the Law, he came to bring it to 
perfection, Mt 5:17. The New Testament does 
not cancel the message of the Old but carries 
that message forward. In the great events of 
patriarchal and Mosaic times and in the Desert 
feastdays and ritual (the sacrifice of Isaac, the 
crossing of the Red Sea, the Passover, etc.) 
the Church sees the great realities of the New 
Law (the sacrifice of Christ, baptism, the 
Christian Easter). But this is not all: there is no 
fundamental difference between the religious 
response to which Israel was invited by the 
narratives of the Pentateuch, or impelled by 
its commands, and the response demanded 

by our Christian faith. There is a message 
here, too, for every Christian soul; each in its 
journey to God treads Israel’s path: it breaks 
with the old way of life, it suffers a time of 
testing, it emerges purified.

What method should we follow in reading 
the Pentateuch? Start by taking the narratives, 
and in order. In Genesis we shall notice how 
the lovingkindness of the creator contrasts 
with the ingratitude of his sinful creature; 
from the subsequent story of the patriarchs we 
shall learn that trustful faith has its reward; the 
Book of Exodus sets forth our own redemption 
in outline; Numbers shows us God instructing 
and admonishing his children in their time 
of trial and thus preparing his gathering of 
the elect. After this we mar read Leviticus, 
either side by side with the concluding 
chapters of Ezekiel or after we have finished 
reading Ezra and Nehemiah; it is true that 
the one sacrifice of Christ has abrogated 
the Temple ceremonial but Leviticus also 
legislates for the purity and sanctity of those 
who serve God – and this is a lesson for 
all times. Deuteronomy may profitably be 
read with Jeremiah, who of all the prophets 
is closest to this book in time as in spirit. 

Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966


