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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th April 2012, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors G Burlison, S Clark, FS Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
134. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor K Duggan.  
 
135. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
136. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS  
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported on speeding at Cornsay Colliery.  A number of options were 
available such as rumble strips and speed indicator devices and consultation would determine the 
best option. 
 
The Mid Durham AAP had contributed towards the cost of a beacon to celebrate the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee.  
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
137. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th March, 2012, were confirmed as a correct record and signed 
by the Chairman.  
 
138. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 118 - The appropriate notice of vacancy had been displayed. 
 
139. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £143.36 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for April. 
(ii) £35.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for April. 
(iii) £3,328.44 to HLP Design in respect of Architect’s fees 
(iv) £65.00 to TRACC respect of play area inspections. 

 
(b) Cheques issued: 

 
(i)  28th Mar 2012 £ 179.10 Mr D Walker    No. 546 
(ii)  28th Mar 2012 £ 44.60 HMRC     No. 547 
(iii) 28th Mar 2012 £ 119.84 CDALC     No. 548 
(iv) 28th Mar 2012 £ 45.00 Cornsay Village Res Assoc  No. 549 

 
(c) Barclays Bank Account 
 

Following the resignation of Councillor Stacey, it was necessary to appoint additional 
signatories to the account. 
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Resolved: That Councillors FS Duggan and D Robb be appointed as additional signatories to 
the account. 

 
(d) VAT Reclaim 
 
 The Clerk reported that the VAT Reclaim for the year 2011-2012 had been submitted to 

HMRC.  The reclaim was in the sum of £1,160.41, however the VAT incurred in spending the 
CDCF grant would be due for repayment to CDCF. 

 
(d) Precept 2012/2013 

 
The Clerk reported that the Precept for the year 2012/2013 in the sum of £13,200 had been 
received from Durham County Council.  

 
140. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 Durham County Council - Information received in relation to the removal of the caravan 
as a polling station in Cornsay Village and the transfer of 
electors to the polling station in Cornsay Colliery for future 
elections. . 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 

 
141. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
142. ACCOUNTS 2011-2012 
 
The Clerk presented the Council’s accounts for the year 2011/2012, copies of which had been 
circulated. 
 
Resolved: That the accounts be approved.  
 
143. AUDIT  
 

(a) Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk in respect of the review of the effectiveness of the 
Council’s internal audit procedures. 
 
The report set out the matters to be considered and how these could be evidenced.  
 
Resolved: That the Council is satisfied with the effectiveness of its internal audit process. 
 

(b) Appointment of Internal Auditor 
 
The Clerk requested the Council give consideration to the appointment of an internal auditor. 
 
Resolved: That Mr MG Ackroyd be appointed as internal auditor. 
 
144. FIDELITY GUARANTEE INSURANCE 
 
Consideration was given to the report of the Clerk in relation to the Council’s fidelity guarantee 
insurance policy.  The current level of cover was £100,000 with the Council’s account balance being 
£38,322.91 at the year end and Precept of £13,200 received in April. 
 
Resolved: That the fidelity guarantee insurance is adequate at this time.  
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145. INSURANCE 
 
The Clerk reported that the insurance renewal had been received from Zurich Municipal to 
commence from 1st June, 2012.  As the policy had been renewed with Zurich for the last couple of 
years, the Clerk had sought quotations from a further two companies, however these were still 
awaited.  
 
This was an appropriate time to review the cover and make any necessary amendments.   
 
Resolved: That the policy be amended as follows: 
 

 a revised cost for the swings at Cornsay Village be obtained 
 the park benches at Cornsay Colliery be included on the policy,  
 the fence from the former play area at Hamsteels be removed from the policy and disposed of 
 the entry for ‘play equipment and playing surfaces’ be deleted and replaced with an itemised 

list of equipment 
 
and that a revised quotation be sought. 
 
146. NEWSLETTER 
 
The Council had been approached by Digital UK and Durham County Council’s Trading Standards 
Service to communicate information in relation to the digital TV switchover and Registered Trader 
Scheme respectively to local residents.  
 
Newsletters were not normally produced unless the Council wished to communicate with residents, 
however since the last edition in November 2011, progress had been made on the community centre, 
the Wind Farm Grant had been received and spent and the Council’s account were due for 
publication.  Durham Constabulary had also expressed an interest in providing an article.  
 
Resolved: That a newsletter be produced containing this information, and printed by Durham County 
Council at a cost of £12 per 100.  
 
147. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
Due to the nature of the business to be transacted, it was agreed to consider this item alongside the 
indicative costings in the Confidential part of the meeting. 
 
148. EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC 
 
Resolved: That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, and in 
accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, in the public 
interest, the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting.  
 
149. DRAW WELL 
 
The Clerk reported on legal advice received from NALC in relation to ownership of the Draw Well.  
 
Resolved: (i) That the status quo be maintained. 
 
(ii) That the Post Office be contacted in relation to the post box. 
 
150. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The Clerk reported on two budget costs which had been received for a new community building.  The 
costs provided an indication of how much funding would be required to realise a new building, but to 
obtain formal quotations it would be necessary to have formal plans and specifications drawn up 
professionally. 
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Work had been ongoing to update the business plan, and it had been suggested that it was important 
to provide continuing evidence of consultation and support. A major consultation had been 
undertaken in early 2011, and an open day in November 2011, but this should be an ongoing aspect. 
 
Resolved: (i) That costs be obtained to have plans drawn. 
 
(ii) That letter be sent to all user groups providing a brief update and seeking their continued support.  
 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.15 pm 
 

Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


