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Osinbajo’s commendable peace moves

U
ntil early last week when 
Acting President Yemi Osin-
bajo waded in and began to 
hold conciliatory meetings 
with leaders of some sections 

of the country, Nigerians were getting 
worried over the Federal Government’s 
ominous silence as quit threats and hate 
messages were freely issued and received 
from one end of the country to the other, 
taking the country once again to the brink 
of disintegration.

Osinbajo held a meeting with foremost 
leaders of Northern extraction at the 
Presidential Villa on Tuesday, where he 
issued a stern warning that dire conse-
quences await anyone who makes hate 
speeches capable of disrupting the peace 
of the country.

”I want to ensure that there is no doubt 
at all that it is the resolve of the govern-
ment that none will be allowed to get 
away with making speeches that can 
cause sedition or violence because when 
we make these kinds of pronouncements 
and do things that can cause violence or 
destruction of lives and property, we are 
no longer in control,” Osinbajo said.

“Those who make those speeches are 
no longer in control,” he said.

At the meeting attended by Senate 
President Bukola Saraki, House Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara, National Security Ad-
viser Babagana Mongunu, Chief of De-
fence Staff Gabriel Olonishakin, Ibrahim 
Comassie, chairman of Arewa Consulta-
tive Forum and former Inspector Gen-
eral of Police, Aliyu Wammako, former 
governor of Sokoto State, Pauline Tallen, 
former deputy governor of Plateau State, 
Sam Ndah-Isaiah, publisher of Leadership 
Newspaper, Wantaregh Paul Unongo, 
deputy leader, Northern Elders Forum, 
Martins Luther Agwai, former Chief of 
Defence Staff, and Ango Abdullahi, a 
professor and former vice-chancellor of 
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, Osinbajo 
acknowledged that in the course of living 
together, misunderstandings and frustra-
tion were inevitable, but noted that “we 
can only begin to talk about any part of 
anything if we are together in peace”.

He likened the emerging hate speeches 
from across the regions to stones thrown 
into the market which he said were likely 
to hit targets not intended.

“I need us to be fully conscious of that 
and the Nigerian people must be made to 
be fully conscious of that so that we do not 
create a crisis that is not intended. These 
days, wars do not end, and I am sure that 
those who have seen or experienced war 
in any shape or form will not wish it on 
their worst enemies,” he said.

On Wednesday, the Acting President 
met with South-East leaders at the State 
House Conference Centre, urging them to 
speak out against hate speeches capable of 
destabilising the country.

“It is in my view the role and responsi-
bility of those privileged in society to be 
leaders to chart a progressive and lofty 
course for the ordinary people,” he said.

“As leaders, we carry the burden to 
secure the peace, progress and prosperity 
of our people, and that is why our voices 
ought to be heard and heard loud and 
clear at moments like this in the defence 
and articulation of what is truly beneficial 

to the nation and the people, and what is 
right and patriotic,” he said.

Osinbajo said the recent “loud and 
sometimes hostile” agitations by youths in 
the South-East calling for secession of the 
region from Nigeria were uncalled for, just 
as he condemned the equally unreason-
able “tit-for-tat” by a group of youths from 
the North who issued an ultimatum asking 
all South-Easterners living in the North to 
leave by October 1 this year.

He reiterated the Federal Govern-
ment’s resolve to deal decisively with any 
troublemaker who threatens the peaceful 
coexistence of Nigeria.

In attendance at the meeting were Sen-
ate President Saraki, House Speaker Dog-
ara, the five governors of the South-East, 
Deputy Senate President Ike Ekweremadu, 
former Senate President Ken Nnamani, 
Senator Eyinnaya Abaribe, former Anam-
bra State Governor Chukwuemeka Ezeife, 
Catholic Bishop of Nsukka, Igwebike Onah, 
Senator Joy Emordi, Viola Onwuliri, for-
mer minister of state for foreign affairs, 
Abba Kyari, chief of staff to the president, 
the NSA, chief of defence staff, service 
chiefs, the Inspector General of Police, and 
some ministers.

The genesis
On June 6, a coalition of Northern 

youth groups issued a quit notice to all 
Igbo living in the region and gave them 
until October 1, 2017 to vacate the North.

The groups include Arewa Citizens 
Action for Change, Arewa Youth Consul-
tative Forum, Arewa Youth Development 
Foundation, Arewa Students Forum, and 
Northern Emancipation Network.

In the statement which is now tagged 
the ‘Kaduna Declaration’, the youth groups 
also asked Northerners in the South-East 
to leave the area, warning that as from 

to any other warning, earn the Igbos an 
eviction notice from all of the six states 
that form Oduduwa Republic namely, for 
the avoidance of doubts, Lagos, Oyo, Osun, 
Ogun, Ondo and Ekiti. We shall within 
three months of such act of agitation for 
Biafra do everything possible to chase the 
Igbos out of our land so we all can leave 
in peace and regain our dignity as human 
race,” the group said.

Similarly, the Middle Belt Youth Council 
issued a statement asking that the Arewa 
youths that issued the quit notice to Igbo 
and their sponsors be arrested and charged 
for treason. It distanced the Middle Belt 
from the quit notice and said that if indeed 
Igbo were evicted from Arewa, the Middle 
Belt would welcome them.

On its part, the apex Yoruba socio-cul-
tural organisation, Afenifere, called on all 
Southerners resident in the North to start 
returning home, while IPOB asked the 
Igbo and other Southerners resident in the 
North to start packing to leave the region, 
saying the stance of the Northern groups’ 
coalition had vindicated its position. The 
Yoruba Unity Forum called the quit notice 
outrageous, provocative and treasonable.

Some South-South leaders also joined 
the fray, saying the Northern groups’ 
position indicated that a time-bomb was 
ticking that may lead to the disintegration 
of Nigeria.

Some political observers, however, said 
the Southerners in the North should ignore 
the “empty threats” of the Arewa youths. 
But a historian who does not want his 
name in print insisted that anyone telling 
the Igbo or other Southerners to ignore 
the Arewa youths’ threat is a bloodsuck-
ing vampire.

“It is only a tree that will keep standing 
after it has been told that it is about to be 
killed. We all must take the Arewa youths’ 
threat very seriously. Ohanaeze and other 
Igbo sociocultural groups should do what 
Afenifere has done,” he said.

“My candid advise to my Igbo brothers 
and sisters in the North is that they should 
heed the warning by Arewa youths. If we 
speak grammar from Lagos to Sokoto, a 
threat has been issued, no pretence about 
it. When Hausa people speak, it has been 
agreed, so we don’t make the same mistake 
twice,” he said.

Consultations to continue this week
On Thursday, Osinbajo met behind 

closed-doors with the Emir of Kano, Mu-
hammad Sanusi II, at the Presidential Villa. 
Though there was as yet no official com-
munication from the Presidency to explain 
the visit at press time, it was gathered that 
the visit may not be unconnected with 
the ongoing consultations of prominent 
Nigerians on the state of the nation.

The Acting President is expected to 
subsequently meet with traditional rul-
ers from the South-East and the North, 
governors of the 36 states, and round off 
with a final meeting with all stakeholders 
on June 22.

Right step in the right direction
Commendations have trailed these con-

sultations initiated by Osinbajo. Pundits 
say it is a right step in the right direction, 
urging the Acting President to carry it 
through to a conclusive end.

One political observer, however, said 
these agitations point to an urgent need 
to restructure the country as the current 
structure is clearly not working.

October 1 they would commence “peace-
ful and safe mop-up of all the remnants 
of the stubborn Igbos that neglect to heed 
this quit notice” to “finally eject them from 
every part of the North”.

They cited as reason for their decision 
the pro-Biafran activities of some Igbo, 
centred around the Indigenous Peoples of 
Biafra (IPOB), especially the May 30 sit-at-
home protest observed in all the states of 
the South-East, saying these actions and 
similar confrontational conducts “amount 
to a brutal encroachment on the rights of 
those termed as non-indigenous people re-
siding and doing lawful businesses in those 
areas illegally demarcated and defined as 
Biafra by the Igbo”.

The quit notice quickly generated reac-
tions and counter-reactions, earning con-
demnation from many quarters and com-
mendation from a few others. While the 
Northern Governors’ Forum disowned the 
youth groups, the Northern Elders’ Forum 
expressed support for the quit order and 
railed the NGF for disowning the groups.

Armageddon unleashed
Following the government’s apparent 

silence, the Nigerian polity became heated 
overnight. Taking a cue from the North, 
other parts of the country began to issue 
threats.

On June 7, a group of purported South-
West youths codenamed the Youths of 
Oduduwa Republic came up with ‘The 
Lagos Declaration’ in which they made it 
abundantly clear that they “shall no longer 
tolerate the madness of the Igbo region 
intimidating, harassing and defrauding 
the Yoruba nation with their empty calls 
for Biafra”.

“As from today, the 7th day of June 
2017, any mention of Biafra again on our 
soil will automatically, without recourse 

CHUKS OLUIGBO & MABEL DIMMA

Acting President Yemi Osinbajo



L-R: Chief (Mrs.) Betty Oghuma, the Otota of Olomu Kingdom, Delta State, Olorogun Macauley 
Ovbagbedia, Executive Vice Chairman, Ibru Organisation; Olorogun Oskar Ibru and Jero Ibru when the 
Olomu Traditional Chiefs visited the Ibru Family in Agbarha - Otor, Delta State ... recently.

L-R:  Tunde Ogungbade, managing director, Global Accelerex; Moruf Oseni, executive director of 
the retail & north directorate at Wema Bank Plc; Dele Adeyinka, chief digital officer, ALAT by Wema 
Bank, and Obehi Ebhomielen, head of department, PayAttitude Bank Channel, Unified Payments 
Services Limited; at the Digital Pay Expo 2017 in Lagos.
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L-R: Charles Ibeziakor, head coach Raptors Basketball Academy Lagos; Scott Nnaji, president, Ni-
gerian basketball coaches association, and Ihuoma Godspower –Omenazu, facilitator Schools Dunk 
Basketball mentoring programme, at the kick-off of the schools dunk basketball programme in Ejidey 
comprehensive high school shangisha Lagos.

Governor Udom Emmanuel presenting a souvenir to the Director General of National Boundary 
Commission,  Muhammad Ahmad during a courtesy call by a six-member team in-charge of Internal 
Boundaries at the Government House, Uyo. 

L-R: Johnson Olaniyi, Dangote Cement Technical Director; Kolawole Lawal, Ogun State Com-
missioner for Forestry and Chairman of the 2017 Gateway Tradefair Planning Committee; Tunde 
Mabogunje, Dangote Cement Regional Sales Director, Lagos West; Adesola Adebutu, President 
of Ogun State Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture (OGUNCCIMA) and 
Olusanya Akinsoji, Chairman Ogun State Block Makers Association, receiving block moulding 
tools on behalf of his members during shortly after block moulding training. 

L-R: Olamide Adeyinka, Ogun State Malaria Elimination Programme Manager; Aregbesola Raheemat, 
student Of Molusi Senior College, Ijebu-Igbo; Qundus Yusuff, director of public health, Ministry Of Health 
Abeokuta; Keshiro Olayemi, student, and Omotola Bamigbaiye-Elatuyi, marketing manager, Mortein, 
Rb West Africa, At The Mortein Sponsored Annual Malaria Quiz Competition For Health Cadets In 
Ogun State Won By The School.

L-R: Cyril Ilok, general manager business risk management, MTN Nigeria; Muhammad Zia Siddiqui, 
chief operating officer, MTN Nigeria; Taoban Kareem, student, Wesley School For Hearing Impaired; 
Andrew Esemezie, general manager, customer experience, MTN Nigeria, and Usoro Usoro, general 
manager, mobile financial service, MTN Nigeria, during the donation of educational supplies to Pacelli 
School For The Blind and Partially Sighted Children as part of activities to celebrate its annual staff 
volunteerism programme “21 days of Y’ello care”

L-R: Bukola Ayide and Edward Ayide, Winners of Evening of Discovery 2017 Couples Contest, 
while being presented with Kenya Airways sponsored holiday ticket by Pastor Ireti Solola during the 
Evening of Discovery 2017 edition sponsored by Airtel Nigeria, Kenya Airways, GVS Pharmaceuti-
cal, GVS and PZ Cussons, held in Lagos recently.
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I
f Nigeria doesn’t kill you, nothing 
will,” Chuks Okoli, an energy en-
gineer, said in a Twitter message 
on Wednesday.

This conclusion was inspired 
by an experience that would have been 
hilarious if it weren’t so tragic.

“Wow, Ikeja Electric did the most 
amazing thing. Cut off my light but I’m 
a prepaid customer,” he tweeted.

Ikeja Electric is one of Nigeria’s 11 
electricity distribution companies (Dis-
Cos) whose core investors purchased 
the assets of the defunct Power Hold-
ing Company of Nigeria (PHCN) on 
November 1, 2013, in a privatisation 
programme once adjudged the fairest 
in the country but now morphing into 
an unending nightmare.

Okoli’s sad tale pales into insig-
nificance when compared with the 
daily gory experiences of millions of 
Nigerians left to the trying hands of 
the DisCos.

Ebere Umuakano, a shoemaker in 
Aba, Abia State, told a story of how 
he was asked by the Enugu Electricity 
Distribution Company (EEDC) to pay 
N21,000 each week. Umuakano had 
to fight regularly with the officials of 
the EEDC to bring down the estimated 
bill to N6,000.

“We are praying for a break with 
this monopoly,” he says. “We heard Pro-
fessor Barth Nnaji is coming to power 
Aba and we hope this comes true.”

Three months ago, the Socio-Eco-
nomic Rights and Ac c ountability 
Project (SERAP) sent an open letter to 
Babatunde Fashola, minister of power, 
works and housing, requesting him to 
use his “good offices and leadership 
position to urgently enforce your di-
rectives to DisCos to provide free pre-
paid meters to Nigerians, and end the 
use of patently illegal and inordinate 
estimated billing across the country”.

But the DisCos have long proven 
that appeals and moral suasion have 
little effect. From Ikeja DisCo to Eko, 
down to Edo and Port Harcourt DisCos, 
the story is the same.

“In my house, there is no meter but 
I keep getting huge estimated bills. I 
went to their office and I was told to 
write a letter informing them of the 
situation and requesting meters. I have 
been writing and writing, yet there is 
no solution,” a media practitioner in 
Lagos tells BDSUNDAY.

But while only a few can write com-
plaint letters, even though it hardly 

brings any solution, there are millions 
of Nigerians who cannot write or plead 
their cases, condemned to less than 
two hours of power supply a week 
but pay high electricity bills. When 
they refuse, officials of the electricity 
companies disconnect their power 
supply sources. Some part with bribes 
to officials who connect them back to 
the grid only to resurface a week later 
to repeat the exercise.

“I get a bill of N20,000 every month,” 
says Harriet Emelike, a hair stylist 
based in Ikeja, Lagos. “The bill does not 
make sense. I only run one hair dryer 
and I get less than five hours supply 
in a week.”

Another small business owner, El-
sie Nwadialo, who runs Siwanda Spa 
in Maryland, Lagos, corroborates the 
story of ridiculous bills sent by DisCos 
to small business owners.

“Now it is turning to weekly routine 
to come and disconnect power,” says 
Nwadialo, who has now resorted to 
running mostly on fuel. “We have to 
generate our own power now most 

of the times, and fuel gulps up a lot of 
money every day.”

The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory 
Commission (NERC) was created to 
check the excesses of these DisCos. As a 
regulator, it is mandated to ensure that 
fair rules are applied in the electricity 
market and players deliver on their 
expectations.

However, many industry stakehold-
ers accuse NERC of failing to enforce 
sanctions on infractions committed 
by different players in the sector. This 
has resulted in flagrant abuses includ-
ing declaration of false information to 
regulators and operating without due 
regard to the provisions of the Electric 
Power Sector Reform Act (EPSRA) 2005.

In the face of glaring incompetence 
by the industry operators, NERC has 
resorted to pedestrian actions like 
begging Nigerians to be patient, is-
suing threats where sanctions would 
suffice while the nation remains in 
darkness. The DisCos can neither pro-
duce a financial statement nor are they 
meeting their ATC&C loss reduction 

requirement barely 15 months to the 
deadline given them to meet their sales 
and performance agreement.

Against the backdrop of stakeholders 
calling on NERC to enforce a provision 
of the privatisation rules that ensures 
customers are fully metered, there is al-
ready an instruction from the regulator 
to ensure that maximum demand cus-
tomers (heavy energy users, especially 
industries) are fully metered, otherwise 
they should stop making payments. 
Residential customers are also asking 
the regulator to enforce similar rules.

But Segun Kuti-George, chairman, 
Nigerian Association of Small-Scale 
Industrialists (NASSI), is wondering 
whether NERC wants these consumers 
to fight the DisCos.

“NERC has the power to enforce the 
law. It is in its power to ask DisCos to 
meter everybody. Asking maximum 
demand consumers not to pay is to 
bring chaos. If they want to disconnect 
your line, will you fight them?” Kuti-
George queried.

“I think they should work it out 

Electricity consumers trapped in DisCos’ net
…as firms shun metering, insist on estimated billing

Crazy bills:

ODINAKA ANUDU & ISAAC ANYAOGU

Babatunde Fashola, minister of power, works and housing.
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among themselves to know why people 
are not metered. If there’s a breach 
of contract, they need to fix it them-
selves,” he said.  

The DisCos, on their part, have long 
called on the regulator to enforce a 
cost-reflective tariff because the tem-
plate used in arriving at current prices 
has since become obsolete. Tariffs were 
agreed when the dollar exchanged 
N197/$1, but today, it is above N360 and 
all the contents that feed into pricing 
are exchanged in dollars. Worse still, 
inflation has risen from less than 10 
percent to over 17 percent within three 
years and prices have not changed 
significantly.

“We need to highlight the many 
challenges we are facing, especially 
that of energy supply. The inadequate 
energy given to us has lowered our rev-
enue base. The other thing is the very 
uncertain tariff regime,” said Sunday 
Oduntan, executive secretary, Associa-
tion of Nigerian Electricity Distributors 
(ANED), in an interview.

“Discos met a lot of challenges. We 
did not know many of these until we 
took over properly. We are not com-
plaining, but we are saying that there 
should be cost-reflective tariff that 
shows clearly the cost of delivering 
electricity to the doorsteps of consum-
ers. In the days of PHCN, there was 
subsidy which helped a lot but since 

we took over, there is nothing like that,” 
Oduntan said.

Manufacturers back off
Many manufacturers in the coun-

try have already backed off the use of 
power supply from DisCos. The Manu-
facturers Association of Nigeria (MAN) 
recently set up a Power Development 
Company to ensure steady supply of 
electricity to industrial clusters.

The power company has signed an 
agreement with Tower Energy Solu-
tion & Systems Limited for the supply 
of 24-hour electricity to Henry Carr 
Industrial Cluster in Ikeja and others 
in Lagos. Tower Energy, a subsidiary 
of Tower Aluminium Group, is begin-
ning with the supply of 6 megawatts 
(MW) and will incrementally move up 
to 10MW as time goes on.

MAN Power Development Company 
is equally talking with Sahara Energy 
and solar power firms in the North to 
supply electricity to various industrial 
clusters across the country. Manufac-
turers have taken this step as over 40 
percent of their expenditure goes to 
power supply.

“Power takes up much of our expen-
diture and we are determined to get 
more of it to power industries,” said 
Ibrahim Usman, chairman, MAN Power 
Development Company Limited.

“One beautiful thing is that Tower is 

also a manufacturer. So it knows where 
it pinches most, and the agreement is 
that they will supply 24/7 power,” Us-
man said.

Frank Udemba Jacobs, president, 
MAN, told BDSUNDAY that manufac-
turers were in court with DisCos over 
critical issues, including crazy bills.

“And one of our prayers is that man-
ufacturers should be metered,” he said.

Beyond the Power Development 
Company, many manufacturers are re-
sorting to the use of coal and renewable 
energy as DisCos fail to supply power.

SMEs lament
Small and Medium Enterprises are 

the worst hit. Henrietta Ifeoma Law-
rence, CEO, Munach Shoes located 
in Lagos, says as a starter, her major 
challenge is power supply as she de-
pends solely on a generator, which also 
supplies power to her home. This, she 
says, is hurting her locally-made shoes 
business and depleting her margins.

“Ever since the PHCN was unbun-
dled, power has not improved. I think 
the Federal Government’s stranglehold 
on this sector is not helping manufac-
turers. People who can provide power 
should be allowed to do so without 
hindrances. This will reduce cost of 
production,” says Obong Ikpong O. 
Umoh, chairman, Cosmetics and Toi-
letries Group of MAN and managing 

director, Stellarchem Nigeria Limited, a 
medium-scale manufacturer of chemi-
cal intermediates.

Tolulope Adebukola Ogundokun, 
founder and chief executive officer, 
Pawprint Limited, says, “I need elec-
tricity to power my machines, and the 
issue of poor electricity supply has 
been frustrating. I spend a lot on fuel 
and this has increased my production 
cost. I need electricity to put limestones 
on textiles but this is not happening.”

Intervention funds
Meanwhile, the government has 

created intervention funds to assist 
the DisCos. Last year, the Central Bank 
released N213 billion for the sector but 
this is yet to make them provide basic 
meters for their customers.

 In 2013, NERC launched a pro-
gramme called Credited Advance Pay-
ment for Metering Implementation 
(CAPMI), which allowed electricity 
consumers to self-finance their meter 
acquisition and installation, but this 
programme was discontinued in No-
vember last year because the DisCos 
were unable to promptly deploy meters 
to customers.

H o w e ve r,  m a ny  N i g e r i a n s  b e -
lieve that the DisCos’ preference for 
estimated billings removes any mo-
tivation to provide prepaid meters. 
Estimated billings allow the DisCos 
to recover losses from areas where 
collections are poor, which makes it a 
preferred alternative.

Power theft
On the other hand, a lot of Nigerians, 

including wealthy people, steal power 
by bypassing their meters and connect-
ing directly to the power source. Others 
place heavy pieces of equipment that 
consume more energy directly to the 
power source while less-energy con-
suming ones are placed on the meters.

Last year, Eko DisCo said it was los-
ing about 30 percent of its power to 
thieves.

“One of the largest contributory 
factors to the commercial losses and 
liquidity challenges that accrue to the 
power sector is the theft of electricity, 
which is illegal and should be given 
stronger regulatory backing than the 
current inactive structures in place 
in the Nigerian Electricity Supply In-
dustry (NESI),” says Ivie Ehanmo, an 
energy lawyer.

NERC formulate d the Ele ctric-
ity Theft and Other Related Offences 
Regulations in 2013 to deter electricity 
theft and the destruction of electricity 
supply infrastructure, but it is “still 
in its draft form and hence not in full 
force and effect”, says Ehanmo.

While experts are calling on the gov-
ernment to pass the legislation crimi-
nalising energy theft in the country, 
industry watchers say issues like these 
are not difficult to manage with smart 
meters capable of calculating correct 
energy usage

Power station.



News

KELECHI EWUZIE

SUNDAYBD 6 Sunday 18 June  2017C002D5556

Abia community petitions IGP over alleged 
imminent attack by Fulani herdsmen

Dekle resumes July 1 as 4th AUN president

E
zeoggo Kalu Udu-
ma Nchowa, the 
traditional ruler of 
Ndi Uduma Awoke 

in Ohafia Local govern-
ment of Abia State has 
petitioned the Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) over 
alleged plan by Fulani 
herdsmen to attack the 
community.

Nchonwa, while speak-
ing with journalists in 
Umuahia over the alleged 
planned reprisal attack 
on the community by the 
herdsmen, said that the 
herdsmen proposed attack 
on his community would 
be coming on the heels of al-
leged killing of one of them, 
two cows, and burning of 
two motorcycles belonging 
to their kinsmen by some 
people.

The Abia monarch said 
that the incident was not 
perpetrated in his commu-
nity, adding that since the 
report of the planned attack 
filtered into the community 
the people had been living 
there in large numbers fear 
fear of being killed by the 
herdsmen.

D
awn Dekle, the 
newly appointed 
president of the 
American Univer-

sity of Nigeria (AUN), will 
resume on July 1, 2017.

A statement from the 
Office of Communication 
and Public Affairs of AUN, 
a copy of which was made 
available to BDSUNDAY 
says Dekle’s appointment 
by the Board of Trustees as 
the fourth substantive presi-
dent of the Development 
University was conveyed to 
the university community 
through a circular signed 
by Idi Haladu Ali, a barrister 
and Board secretary.

Dekle, a PhD holder, was 
said to have been selected 
after an international search 
and was endorsed unan-
imously by the Board of 
Trustees to assume the lead-
ership role for the university.  

Akin Kekere-Ekun, chair-
man of the board, said: “We 
are delighted that Dr. Dekle 
has accepted our offer and 
will join our learning com-
munity. I am confident that 
she will take our university 
into the next phase of devel-
opment. Her vision for AUN 
in a global era resonated 
with the entire board and 
we welcome her with great 
enthusiasm and anticipation 
in the coming years.”  

Dekle visited the AUN 
campus during the May 
commencement weekend 
and met with members of 
the Board and the AUN 
Community, and said after-
ward, “I believe AUN is the 
best kept secret in Nigeria. 
The campus is buzzing with 

“The truth of the matter 
is that we don’t know the 
perpetrators of the incident. 
Secondly it neither occurred 
in our community nor farm-
land. All efforts to explain 
this to the authorities have 
fallen on deaf ears,” he la-
mented.

The monarch of the com-
munity which is about four 
kilometers from the Good-
luck Ebele Jonathan Bar-
racks, Ohafia, said since the 
June 8th, 2017 when the in-
cident occurred, his subjects 
had been noticing strange 
persons and movements 
around the community.

“We have also not been 
going to our farms. And 
this is very dangerous to an 
agrarian community like 
ours. What this means is 
that if the situation remains 
unchecked our crops will 
all rot away,” the embittered 
monarch added.

Meanwhile, the state 
Commissioner of Police, 
Leye Oyebade has issued a 
statement which was signed 
by the Police Public Rela-
tions (PPRO), DSP Geoffrey 
Ogbonna, saying a com-
bined efforts of the Police 
and the Military had doused 
the tension.

potential, and I was inspired 
by this new generation of 
talent, the engaged learning 
experiences, and commu-
nity collaborations.”  

She is currently serving 
as president of Orkhon Uni-
versity in Mongolia. Before 
joining Orkhon University, 
Dekle was president of the 
American University of Iraq, 
provost at the American 
University of Afghanistan, 
and dean at the S P Jain 
School of Global Manage-
ment in Singapore.

Prior to becoming a 
senior administrator, she 
was a faculty member at 
Singapore Management 
University, the National 
University of Singapore, 
James Madison University, 
and Dartmouth College.

Dekle has held leader-
ship positions outside of 
academia, such as council 
member for the Singapore 
Institute of International 
Affairs and as leadership 
specialist and global knowl-
edge manager at the consult-
ing firm McKinsey & Co., 
where she helped launch 
the McKinsey Center for 
Asian Leadership.

T
h e  M e t h o d i s t 
A rc h b i s h o p  o f 
Aba, Methodist 
Archdiocese, Most 

Rev. Andrew Chile Ok-
enwa has condemned in 
strong terms the utteranc-
es of Coalition of Northern 
Youth Groups who gave 
all Igbos three months no-
tice within which to leave 
the North and described 
the group as one lacking 
knowledge and ignorant 
of the weight of their utter-
ances and its implications.

O ke nw a ,  w h o  w a s 
reacting to the develop-
ment in Umuahia, Abia 
State Capital said: “ I don’t 
take them seriously, it is 

Cleric decries Arewa’s quit notice order to Igbo
when they begin to apply 
the implementation and 
that would be frightening. 
Frightening in the sense 
that it may lead to a mili-
tary coup, that will topple 
this government and it is 
an ill wind that blows no 
man good, because it can 
go to any direction.

“So I don’t think they 
mean what they say be-
cause they don’t know the 
implications. We are praying 
as a Church for a united Ni-
geria where justice and love 
reigns. We are not talking of 
disintegration. We are pray-
ing for unity, because God 
has united the world and 
Nigeria is not an exception”.

Also reacting to this de-
velopment, the MASSOB-

BIM zonal information 
director, Abia central zone, 
Anselm Ogbonna, said: “Ig-
bos did not spring up from 
nowhere, they have homes. 
So, it is not bad to sack or 
ask a sojourner to leave a 
city where he sojourned. 
So if the Northerners feel 
that Igbo’s have overstayed 
their welcome, they have 
the right to ask them to go 
and build their homes and 
invest in their land, the 
Southeast.

“It is not totally bad, but 
the Northerners should 
have it at the back of their 
mind that he who sacks 
a sojourner will someday 
look for his help, advice or 
assistance or even remem-
ber how useful the sojourn-

er was to their community, 
when he was there”.

Ogbonna advised Igbos 
resident in the North to 
take it easy and not to be 
unnecessarily agitated, 
adding, “after all it is not the 
first time Igbos are seeing 
this threat. They should 
quietly pack their belong-
ings and come back home 
in peace.

“It does not call for fra-
cas or war. Igbos should 
remember that Ralph Uwa-
zuruike who is behind the 
Biafra movement will nev-
er be a party to anything 
that will bring chaos, since 
he had signed a peace ac-
cord of nonviolence, non-
exodus with the United 
Nations,” Ogbonna added.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

M
en of the 
N i g e r i a 
P o l i c e 
Force un-
d e r  t h e 

Rivers State Command 
attached to the State Min-
istry of Urban Develop-
ment,  on Friday,  June 16, 
2017, allegedly broke into 
the office of the Nativity 
Communications Compa-
ny Limited  publishers 
of The Neighbourhood 
Newspaper, and owners of 
The Neighbourhood TV/
Radio 96.5FM (online and 
Nativity Press.

They arrested four per-
sons, including the editor 
of the weekly, Kelechi 
Asogwa-Amadi, two op-
erators in the press and a 
customer. 

The police men, who 
were armed to the teeth, 
manacled the four who 
they led away to their 
Hilux vehicle, and subse-
quently drove away with 
them.

Soon as the Nativity 
staffers were bundled into 
the vehicle and we’re driv-
en away, the task force 
headed to Olu Obasanjo 
Road Station where they 
paraded the men, chained 
to the vehicle like hard-
ened criminals. 

The leader of the po-
lice team who refused 
to identify himself, in a 
telephone conversation 
with the Chief Operat-
ing Officer COO, Bekee 

Anyalewechi, confirmed 
that the Gestspo-like op-
eration was undertaken 
because a member of staff 
used a cellphone to video 
the team’s action against 
roadside traders in front 
of the office. 

The media house is situ-
ated in the thick of Diobu 
and Mile one trading zone. 
It is also the zone of media 
houses in Port Harcourt 
with the offices of the 
Correspondents Chapel 
of the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists (NUJ). Most 
national newspapers are 

Police raid Port Harcourt-based media 
house for snapping with cell phone
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

located there.
The police team had 

yet to disclose which in-
fraction of the law the 
arrested personnel were 
held liable, according to 
the COO of the organisa-
tion, Anyalewechi. He 
said: “The police action 
is condemnable, irrepre-
hensible and draconian, 
a backward step against 
civilisation. We insist 
that at no time did the 
arrested personnel at-
tack, confront, or block 
the police or the team 
from performing their 

lawful duties. Neither 
did at any time, the men 
they arrested, manacled 
and paraded as though 
they were prized felons, 
commit any crime.  

“We demand their im-
mediate unconditional 
release and apologies from 
the police and the Rivers 
State Ministry of Planning 
and Urban Development.  

“This unfortunate, de-
spicable conduct of the 
police confirms that we 
live in dangerous times. 
We must rise above this 
sort of decay.”

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

L-R: Managing Director, Okomu Oil Palm Company PLC, Graham Hefer; CEO, Nigerian Stock Exchange, Oscar 
Onyema; Chief Executive, Stanbic IBTC Bank, Demola Sogunle; and Head, Market Structure Strategy, Middle 
East & Africa, Bloomberg LP, Selloua Chakri, during the NSE-Bloomberg CEO Roundtable at the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange, Lagos, on Friday.

Dekle
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T
he Unofficial 
Christmas Party 
(TUCP) hosted 
CEOs, corporate 
executives and 

entrepreneurs to a break-
fast meeting on the bot-
tom line impact of team 
and client recognition 
and rewards. The meet-
ing addressed the need 
for employee engagement 
in the wake of the current 
economic recession and 
the importance of the end 
of year corporate party to 
spearhead and drive or-
ganisational growth.  

The keynote speaker 
at the breakfast meet-

ing, Lanre Onasanya, CEO, 
HC Bonum, gave an in-
depth analysis identifying 
the importance of client 
and team recognition for 
organisations to initiate 
and embed change in the 
workplace now and in the 
future. 

Commenting on the 
event, Onasanya, said: “All 
organisations are making 
the stringent measurement 
and effective use of rec-
ognition as a way to boost 
employee engagement at 
the end of the year.”

“The Unofficial Christ-
mas Party has become a 
great platform for this, 
providing an environment 
where you can network 

The Unofficial Christmas Party hosts 2017 preview 
breakfast meeting on client recognition, rewards
ISAAC ANYAOGU with fellow professionals, 

treat clients to a unique 
experience and most im-
portantly bond with em-
ployees in a relaxed en-
vironment to help drive 
growth and positive out-
comes for both employees 
and organisations alike,” 
he added. 

To close the meeting, 
the date and theme of the 
2017 event was revealed 
- “Party En Blanc” (All 
White Party), scheduled 
for December 15th at the 
Landmark centre Lagos.

Lead producer, TUCP, 
Funmi Victor Okigbo said 
“Our past events proved 
really beneficial for those 
who attended, giving them 

an opportunity to network 
and share knowledge and 
experiences with peers.” 
We’ve already had lot of 
excellent feedback on our 
plans for TUCP 2017 and 
are looking forward to 
producing the biggest cor-
porate party of the year”.  

The Unofficial Christ-
mas Party (TUCP) is a 
shared end of year cel-
ebration for corporate or-
ganisations. The event is 
curated by ‘No Surprises’ 
and provides an exclusive 
platform for organisations 
looking to experience a big 
production event without 
the hassle and stress of 
going it alone on such a 
grand scale.

Uzo Nwani, CWA One Channel Executive, IBM; Funmi Victor Okigbo, CEO, No Surprises; Gbemi Shasore, CEO, Main Events and Lanre Onasanya, 
CEO, HC Bonum at the Breakfast meeting of The Unofficial Christmas Party 2017 Preview in Lagos, Wednesday.

E
z e  I n n o c e n t 
Nwaigwe, the tra-
ditional ruler of 
Okaiuga Alaike, 

Ohuhu in Umuahia North 
Local Government Area 
of Abia State, has called 
for a special skills acquisi-
tion programme to be set 
up for civil/public ser-
vants so as to prepare 
them to be self-employed 
after retirement.

Nwaigwe made the call 
when he led his commu-
nity on a courtesy visit to 
the Executive Chairman 

Monarch urges Abia civil servants to 
be skillful to enjoy retirement  

of Umuahia North L.G.A, 
Hon. Chidiebere Nwa-
chukwu, at his office.

The traditional ruler, 
who blamed the travails 
of pensioners in the coun-
try on the fact that most of 
them had nothing to fall 
back on after retirement, 
noted that the Nigerian 
Civil Service was popu-
lated by staff who only 
relied solely on salaries. 
He also condemned the 
criminal attitude of some 
public servants who falsi-
fied their ages in order to 
remain in service even 
when they had attained 

retirement age.
He revealed that their 

visit was to congratu-
late the Chairman on his 
electoral victory as well 
as convey a “truck load 
of prayers” and support 
to him.

Eze Nwaigwe urged 
the council boss to embark 
on people’s need-projects 
so as to leave indelible 
marks on the sands of 
time, while also promis-
ing that his people would 
remain peaceful and law-
abiding to his administra-
tion

Responding, the coun-

cil  b oss,  Nwachukwu, 
expressed his amazement 
at the love shown him by 
Okaiuga Alaike people 
and promised not to disap-
point them.

Nwachukwu disclosed 
that his administration 
had started some great 
projects in tandem with 
his pre-election promises.

He further informed 
them that Nkwoegwu 
market would soon be re-
modeled to attract inter-
state traders, while urg-
ing them to continue in 
their support to Governor 
Okezie Ikpeazu.

Ibom power strategises to 
boost electricity supply

NGO embarks on healthy living 
enlightenment campaign

I
bom Power Company 
(IPC) is re-strategising 
through the imple-
mentation of go o d 

corporate governance as 
part of efforts to boost 
electricity supply to con-
sumers in Akwa Ibom and 
neighbouring states.

M a y e n  E t u k u d o h , 
managing director of the 
company stated this dur-
ing a three-day training 
organised for the board 
and management of the 
company held  in Uyo, the 
Akwa Ibom State capital.

He said specific areas of 
board and management 
responsibilities were dealt 
with to ensure a smooth 
relationship between the 
two groups adding that 
the focus was on manag-
ing stakeholders’ inter-
est, and corporate perfor-
mance, transparency and 
accountability and the 
challenges to good corpo-

I
n its effort to further 
educate/sensitise the 
public on the need to live 
a healthy life through 

maintaining a clean envi-
ronment, a non-governmen-
tal organisation (NGO), the 
Help Keep Clean Founda-
tion, has embarked on a her-
culean campaign towards 
achieving its objectives.

The NGO, a pet project 
of Miss United Nation’s 
World Habit Nigeria, Queen 
Chikezie Ijeoma Stella, 
kicked off its campaign at 
Umuahia South Local Gov-
ernment of the state and 
later moved to Umuahia 
North where three schools, 
Ugba Community Primary 
School (1) and (2); Amaeke 
Primary School benefitted, 
and to Okwe Primary School 
in Ikwuano council of the 
state, also put smiles on the 
faces of poor pupils in public 
primary schools visited.

Apart from free teaching 
and learning materials given 
out to the schools from the 
founder of the foundation, 
the pupils, some of whom 
hitherto, attended schools 
barefooted, with torn bags, 
books and unclean teeth, 
went home happily and 
transformed.

During the programme, 
pupils were educated on 
the importance of keeping 
their body and surround-
ings clean. They were also 
taught the techniques of 
hand washing as well as 

rate governance.
Also speaking, the dep-

uty managing director of 
the company, Neslon Us-
iere described the train-
ing as the first of its kind  
organised for the board 
and management add-
ing that  was intended to 
ensure synergy between 
the two aimed at  bring-
ing the company  to the 
next level within a short 
time.

Meanwhile, Etido In-
yang has stated, chair-
man, board of directors of 
the company lauded the 
vision of the state govern-
ment in providing energy 
infrastructure to boost 
power supply in the state 
and beyond and urged the 
board management of the 
company to put to use the 
knowledge gathered in the 
discharge of their duty.

The company currently 
generates 191 MW of elec-
tricity and has the licence 
to generate up to 685 MW 
of electricity.

educated on the dangers of 
killer germs.

The pupils were further 
admonished to spread the 
good things they had learnt, 
to other children in their 
areas so as to entrench a 
germ-free and disease-free 
generation of children.

Speaking during the oc-
casion, the founder of Help 
Keep Clean Foundation 
Stella Ijeoma Chikezie said: 
“It has always been my pas-
sion to assist children and 
to ensure that we have a 
healthy environment. My 
love for children started 
even before I was crowned 
a queen, and knowing that 
after one year, my tenure 
will end, so I now said let 
me start an organisation that 
can take care of children and 
that is why I opened Help 
Keep Clean Foundation”.

She said: “we have gone 
to IDP camps, before coming 
down here; we are appealing 
to Nigerians to partner with 
us so that we can continue 
with our programme”.

Chikezie, who said that 
more schools from the re-
maining local government 
areas of Abia State would 
also benefit from her foun-
dation, thanked the Senator 
representing Abia Central, 
Theodore Orji, for agreeing 
to partner with the founda-
tion, calling for more support 
for her project.

She promised to utilise 
every donation made to 
her foundation, adding that 
helping poor people had 
always given her joy.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia      

…Distributes writing materials, others to Abia schools

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo
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Governor Ambode

...Urge others to come on board     

Beneficiaries tell success stories of 
commercial agric devt project in Lagos

T
o many Nigerians, the Com-
mercial Agriculture Develop-
ment Project (CADP) scheme, 
developed by the Federal Min-
istry of Agriculture and Water 

Resources (FMAWR) in collaboration with 
the World Bank, may sound like a fairy 
tale, but for the beneficiaries, particularly 
in Lagos State, it is a promise kept.

In line with the aphorism, “The taste of 
the pudding is in the eating”, some young 
graduates in Lagos are now savouring the 
sweetness of the scheme.

Where we were
In many parts of Nigeria, Agriculture 

had been practised for many years at sub-
sistence level. People engaged in farming 
activities for their stomach and not for 
commercial purposes.

In the recent past, agricultural produce 
wasted away as a result of combination of 
factors ranging from lack of access roads 
to move the produce to areas where they 
were needed; lackadaisical attitude of 
farmers who thought there was no need to 
“bother” themselves selling their produce; 
lack of access to cheap transportation sys-
tem, among others.

Those were the days when economic 
trees would produce their fruits and such 
fruits were allowed to rot away. People saw 
such fruits as food for birds and other lesser 
creatures. That was when oranges, guavas, 
mangoes, bananas, plantains, pears were 
left to rot away in the full glare of farmers 
in local communities.

At that time, many farmers did not 
know what to do with their farm produce 
beyond consumption. They did not think of 
their labour as money-spinning venture. A 
few that sold some produce such as cassava 
and yam tubers sold them in their raw state; 
there was no value addition.

However, with the diversification drive 
of the government given the slump of the oil 
price in the international market, emphasis 
is now on alternative means of foreign ex-
change earnings and a campaign for massive 
food production to feed the ever-increasing 
population of the country.

Today, the narrative is changing as 
even the youths and fresh graduates from 
Nigeria’s institutions of higher learning are 
volunteering into full-time engagement in 
Agriculture. It can safely be said that inter-
est in commercial agriculture in Nigeria is 
growing.

From the horse’s mouth
Najeem Olalekan Gbadamosi is elated 

at the opportunity given to him by the 
Lagos State government.  A graduate of 
Electrical-Electronics Engineering from a 
technical school in Lagos is currently into 
Aquaculture value chain under the scheme.

“I got information about the project from 
a newspaper and a Television programme on 
LTV (Lagos Television). I got the form, filled it 
and I was selected. I had one month training 
at the Nigerian Institute for Oceanography 
and Marine Research (NIOMR), Victoria 
Island, Lagos. I was awarded a certificate 
on completion of the training. Thereafter, I 
registered a company- Starworld Integrated 
Farm Nigeria Enterprises- with the CAC 
and opened accounts (current and savings) 
with Fidelity Bank. Over 50 service provid-
ers came to me; they provided everything 
I needed for the business according to my 
proposal.”  Gbadamosi said.

The indigene of Lagos from Agege said 
he has completed first phase of his busi-
ness and ploughed back the profit into the 
second phase.

“The total initial cost outlay was 

N2.35million. But it was not given to me in 
cash. It was given to me in the form of input 
into the business. All the things I needed, 
they provided, which covered the running 
cost. For instance, at inception, I was pro-
vided with borehole, generating sets, petrol, 
fish, feeds, etc. I started with 1,500 fish today 
it is about 3,500,” he said.

According to him, “the important thing is 
that I enjoy what am doing. Naturally, I like 
agriculture. It was my father that insisted I 
should study Electrical Engineering because 
of his own background. I do not regret it 
though, because I am using the experience 
in my farm. I do all the electrical and tech-
nical work by myself; so, it is good for me.”

Expressing gratitude to the state govern-
ment and those handling the project, Gbada-
mosi urged other youths to avail themselves 
of such great opportunities.

Fetuga Babatunde Ibrahim from Epe, a 
graduate of Business Education, majoring 
in Accounting, from Tai Solarin College of 
Education, Ijagun, Ijebu-Ode, Ogun State, is 
also a beneficiary of the programme.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY, Ibrahim said 
he is into poultry production at the moment.

“I had a 3-week training at the commer-
cial poultry project (Poultry Plaza) of Lagos 
State located at Alaja, Epe. At the end of the 
training, I was given starter packs which 
include cage (for the birds), feeds, generating 
set, crates to pick the eggs, shovels, wheel 
barrows, etc. I was given about 500 birds,” 
he said.

‘I registered my company, Cuboktu En-
terprises, with the Corporate Affairs Com-
mission (CAC),” he further said.

Asked to estimate the total amount of the 
seed money given to him, Ibrahim said that 
no amount was given in cash, but that he 
was provided with all he needed to take off.

“What is given to everybody depends 
on one’s business plan. My business plan 
needed about N2.5million naira,” he said.

On why he chose to go into agriculture 
rather than seek white collar jobs, Ibrahim 
said: “I have done white collar job before and 
I was not satisfied with what was coming in 
and I wanted to work for myself knowing 
that it would pay me more to do so than to 
work for other people. The CADP is what I 
can recommend for anybody any day, par-
ticularly the target group which is young 
graduates.”

Bello Folashade from Iyana Ipaja, Lagos 
is in the project in the category of Poultry 
Marketing. Speaking with BDSUNDAY, 
she said: “I am grateful to Lagos State for 
considering me for the project. I was not 
doing anything before now; I had no job, 

but they have started giving me eggs to sell. 
I got close to 200 crates of eggs the first time 
I was supplied and business is really good. I 
am currently sharing a shop with somebody 
at Ayobo, but very soon my own shop will 
be ready.”

Asked if she could recommend the busi-
ness for others, she said: “It is a very good 
business; you will never regret doing it. 
That’s what I tell my friends. You know in 
any business, you have to learn how well to 
do it. You see, eggs come in different sizes, 
there are sizes you sell N800; some N900, 
and some N1000. So you must be careful so 
that you will not run at a loss. I have since 
registered my business with CAC. My busi-
ness name is Ajishade Farms.”

Why CADP?
The Commercial Agriculture Develop-

ment Project (CADP) aims to improve Agri-
culture production in Nigeria by supporting 
the commercialisation of agriculture pro-
duction, processing and marketing outputs 
among small and medium-scale commercial 
farmers and agro-processors.

CADP is supporting the Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria strategy options of diver-
sifying into non-oil sources of growth and 
away from over dependence on oil and gas. 
To achieve the above objectives, the project 
aims at improving access of participating 
commercial farmers to new technologies, 
improved infrastructures, finances, and 
output markets, to strengthening agricul-
tural production systems and facilitate 
access to market for some targeted value 
chains among small and medium scale 
commercial farmers in five participating 
states: Cross Rivers, Enugu State, Kaduna 
State, Kano State and Lagos State.

Project justification & design principles
The basic strategy of the project was 

to improve the business environment for 
agriculture to become more successful 
by gradually shifting from subsistence 
to commercial agriculture. The project 
strived to sustainably boost the incomes of 
target beneficiaries, through a value chain 
approach with strong emphasis on stake-
holder participation, especially at the Com-
modity Interest Groups (CIGs), Commercial 
Agriculture Development Associations 
(CADAs) and women and youth levels.

Moreover, value chain approach was 
used for the implementation of the project.  
A typical chain will include producers, as-
semblers/traders, processors, distributors, 
retailers and finally consumers.

The strategic thrusts of the project 
were- to support access to productivity-
enhancing technologies; to improve mar-

ket access; to build and improve capacity 
in areas of need and to improve access to 
rural infrastructure (i.e. network of roads 
and electricity).

Project development objectives
The Project Development Objective 

(PDO) of the CADP was to strengthen agri-
cultural production systems and facilitate 
access to market for targeted value chains 
among small and medium scale commercial 
farmers in the five participating states.  The 
value chains for Lagos State were poultry, 
aquaculture and rice as staples.

The project
(a)        Project scope
Small and medium commercial farms 

benefitted over a period of seven years 
directly while many households benefitted 
indirectly through access to farm roads, 
energy and markets opportunities.

 Farm access roads
The project supported the rehabilitation 

of sixteen (16) Farm access roads of 34.9 Km 
across the state.

About 78.8percent of the respondents 
in a survey carried out by the project indi-
cated that the farm input supply was very 
timely after the road intervention.

For the three value chains, there was 
increase in the percentage of those who 
obtained farm input at farm gate after the 
road intervention from 45 percent before 
to 78.8 percent.

Similarly, the cost of transportation 
of goods per metric/Km decreased from 
750.82 to 480.84 after the road construc-
tion to the farms. The average time to get 
produce transported to marketing points 
reduced from about 60 minutes to less than 
15 minutes for most respondents.

The road intervention has significantly 
impacted the quantity of outputs, as well 
as, income of the respondents.

CADP women & youth empowerment
The objectives and plans for the CADP 

women and youth empowerment include- 
to attract and encourage young men and 
women to become successful agricultural 
entrepreneurs; to support the following 
Value Chains - Rice, Maize, Cocoa, Oil Palm, 
Fruit Trees, Poultry, Dairy and Aquacul-
ture in the five participating States – Cross 
River, Enugu, Lagos, Kaduna and Kano; to 
provide training for promising agriculture 
entrepreneurs and fund their viable busi-
ness proposals. The training was done in 
two (2) batches in the state; to provide each 
youth and women entrepreneur with a 
grant that will not exceed 3 million Naira 
with 100percent from International De-
velopment Association (IDA); beneficiaries 
constituted in a group of 3-5 individuals 
attracted additional project support. Group 
registration and peer collaboration/inter-
action were encouraged.

Fund disbursement has been done for 
the 315 WYEP beneficiaries in the state 
and implementation is in progress across 
the segments of the three Value Chains of 
Aquaculture, Poultry and Rice.

 4 core elements in the post award 
management of awardees

Funds disbursement: Funds are dis-
bursed in kind through service providers 
and the amount to be disbursed depends 
on the proposal submitted. Awardees are 
encouraged to register their business with 
the CAC, sign a legal agreement with CADP, 
open a corporate account (if they do not 
have one) and satisfy validation criteria.

Training: Awardees attend a general 
agric-business/technical training

Monitoring: Awardees are mentored 
by existing state CADP monitoring teams.

Mentoring: Awardees will be assigned 
mentors from CADP lead farmers and You-
Win to support their businesses.

ZEBULON AGOMUO
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C
orporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR), one of the positive out-
comes of sound corporate gov-
ernance, is impacting positively 
on many lives and communities 

in Nigeria. Indeed, as businesses act re-
sponsively and boost their performance, 
they devote part of their income to giving 
back to the society by engaging in various 
life-changing activities.

Over the years, First City Monument 
Bank (FCMB) has redefined and elevated 
this practice to a commendable height by 
consciously championing and executing 
various programmes in a manner that 
leaves nobody in doubt as to the commit-
ment of the bank to use CSR as a tool to add 
value and ensure sustainable development. 

The 34-year-old bank has been able to 
achieve this through its strategic interven-
tions in various areas of human endeavour, 
especially in its focal CSR areas of poverty 
alleviation, economic empowerment and 
environmental sustainability anchored 
on its mantra of ‘Teach a man to fish’. All 
these gestures are in line with FCMB’s time-
tested value as a helpful bank committed to 
creating opportunities that would further 
enhance the well-being of individuals, 
customers, groups and the entire society.

Though several corporate organisations 
engage in CSR projects, the nature of the 
projects FCMB identifies for execution and 
the impact they make on the overall well-
being of humanity and the society stands 
the bank out from others.

“We are aware of the challenges faced 
by people and the society. Hence, our choice 
of bringing hopes and smiles to individuals, 
communities and the country at large,” said 
Diran Olojo, group head, Corporate Affairs, 
FCMB, on the bank’s CSR drive.

“This is further proof of our culture of 
excellence and our commitment to do-
ing the right things at all times to ensure 
sustainable development across various 
spheres. This ethos has continued to guide 
our views and approach to not just business, 
but also CSR,” Olojo said.

Economic empowerment
FCMB’s CSR philosophy, as far as eco-

nomic empowerment is concerned, is fo-
cused on helping to create an enabling envi-
ronment for empowerment of individuals, 
businesses and the nation at large through 
micro-entrepreneurship, microcredit and 
skills acquisition.

In demonstration of this, the bank in 
2016 extended its support to internally 
displaced women in Maiduguri, Bornu 
State, by providing training and financial 
support to 100 of them to start any small-
scale business of their choice. The financial 
institution also organised skill acquisition 
and other capacity-building programmes 
for the beneficiaries.

Speaking at the fund disbursement cer-
emony, the Bornu State Commissioner for 
Poverty Alleviation, Hajia Inna Galadima, 
commended FCMB for “making a difference 
in the lives of the internally displaced women”.

FCMB’s intervention in economic em-
powerment is further seen in its partner-
ship with Wecyclers, an award-winning 
company involved in recycling, on a waste-
to-wealth franchise scheme. Through this 
collaboration, the bank is helping to tackle 
the challenges of waste management by 
deploying an innovative recycling project 
aimed at job and wealth creation, while 

promoting health and sanitation. To further 
deepen the project, FCMB has put in place a 
monthly reward scheme for top recyclers. 
The first batch of winners emerged in May 
this year and have been presented with 
their prizes.

FCMB’s economic empowerment ac-
tivities have also impacted positively on 
youths. The bank has instituted a capacity-
building programme for youths, tagged 
“Empowered for the Future”.The initia-
tive, which is in partnership with Youth 
Empowerment Foundation, focuses on 
peer-to-peer economic empowerment and 
reproductive health education for in- and 
out-of-school adolescents. It commenced 
with 50 youths who were trained on vari-
ous aspects of human development. The 
beneficiaries are expected to reach out to 
750 peers over a one-year period, with 
focus on financial literacy, skill acquisition, 
sexual and reproductive health, while un-
dergoing vocational training, job shadow-
ing and knowledge-building programmes.

Poverty alleviation
Poverty alleviation involves the strategic 

use of tools such as education, economic 
development, health and income redistri-
bution to improve the livelihoods of the 
world’s poorest people by governments 
and organisations. Over the years, FCMB 
has been carrying out series of activities, 
through CSR, to tackle this challenge and 
its attendant effects

One of such initiatives is the Priceless 
Gift of Sight programme, which the bank 
has been sponsoring since 2009 in partner-
ship with the Tulsi Chanrai Foundation 
(TCF), a Nigerian-Indian non-governmental 
organisation. The programme involves eye 
screening tests, full ophthalmic medical ex-
amination, eye surgeries, provision of free 

medication, eye glasses and counselling for 
those suffering from cataract, an eye defect 
that could lead to blindness if not promptly 
treated. Over 100,000 people across Nigeria 
have so far benefitted from this project 
since the bank took up the sponsorship 
eight years ago. This year, FCMB sponsored 
500 eye surgeries in Kebbi, Cross River and 
Imo States, while more than 1,000 others 
underwent the screening for cataract dur-
ing the programme. The bank has previ-
ously carried out the programme in Katsina, 
Adamawa and Ogun States.

A beneficiary of this year’s programme, 
78-year-old Jonathan Nwosu from Umuaro 
community in Nkwerre Local Government 
Area of Imo State, described the Priceless 
Gift of Sight project as a service to humanity.

“I cannot but sincerely appreciate FCMB 
for what I consider as service to humanity. 
I do not have anything to give to show ap-
preciation, but to pray for the management 
and staff of the bank. I did not know a thing 
like this could fall by my feet just like that 
without anybody asking me to pay any-
thing,” said Nwosu, a former commercial 
vehicle driver who plied Port Harcourt-Aba 
until he completely lost his sight in Febru-
ary 2016 to cataract.

The poverty alleviation activities of 
FCMB have also been extended to the 
Federal Nigeria Society for the Blind (FNSB). 
The bank recently donated 15 Braille ma-
chines to the Vocational Training Centre 
at Oshodi, Lagos. The gesture is aimed at 
effectively supporting the efforts of the 
FNSB towards enhancing the standard of 
teaching, as well as learning, of the blind 
students of the VCT. The centre was estab-
lished 60 years ago and so far, over 2,000 
visually-impaired men and women have 
benefitted from the various training pro-

grammes at the VCT.
FCMB is also playing a very important 

role in the ongoing efforts to eradicate Ne-
glected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) – a group 
of 17 parasitic and bacterial infections that 
affect over 1 billion of the world’s poorest 
people. These diseases reduce economic 
productivity and prevent affected indi-
viduals from being able to work or care for 
themselves and their families. The bank’s 
intervention to eradicate NTDs, in partner-
ship with Sight Savers, an international 
NGO, covers four severely affected states 
(Kebbi, Kogi, Kwara and Sokoto). This in-
volves a mass drug distribution approach 
by an extensive network of volunteer com-
munity drug distributors. The intervention 
has gone a long way to combat the impact 
of the diseases.

Environmental sustainability
The commitment towards environmen-

tal protection and sustainability remains a 
core pillar of the CSR focus of FCMB. Indeed, 
the bank places a lot of emphasis on not 
just what it achieves as an organisation, 
but how it achieves it. Hence, the financial 
institution’s business activities and opera-
tions are designed to ensure that it lends 
responsibly, promotes financial inclusion, 
encourages diversity, adheres to health and 
safety standards, and reduces (or totally 
avoids where possible) negative impact on 
the environment. A highpoint of the bank’s 
environmental sustainability activities is its 
ability to identify and innovatively devise 
means of converting challenges posed by 
the environment to opportunities.

One of such is the bank’s sponsorship of 
a project that relates to the conversion of 
water hyacinths to valuable materials in 
partnership with another NGO, Mitimeth 
International, since 2015. Under this pro-
gramme, which has so far been executed 
at Bayeku community in Ikorodu and Epe, 
hundreds of people have been trained on 
how to make handicrafts, such as baskets, 
lamps, dressing accessories, mugs, vases, 
table mats and so on, for commercial pur-
poses from invasive aquatic materials 
(such as water hyacinths). With the new 
skills learnt, women and youths of Bayeku 
community in Ikorodu, Epe and adjoin-
ing communities have been empowered 
to turn an environmental menace into a 
source of income.

Furthermore, FCMB has continued to 
actively participate in World Environment 
Day activities over the years. To mark the 
day in 2015, the bank collaborated with the 
Nigeria Conservation Foundation to orga-
nise series of programmes to further raise 
awareness on the need to protect the envi-
ronment. Among the activities sponsored 
by the bank was a Flora and Fauna Fancy 
Dress Competition among school children 
of ages 5-14 years involving 40 public and 
private schools across Lagos. Annually, the 
bank also uses the opportunity provided 
by the World Environment Day to visit the 
Lekki Conservation Centre.

As part of efforts to ensure a cleaner 
environment, FCMB is in an ongoing 
partnership with the Lagos State Central 
Business District to clean up the Marina/
Tinubu Square axis of the state. The bank’s 
support involves the provision of cleaning 
equipment, apparels and payment of the 
salaries of the cleaners.

Through its robust activities across its 
three adopted spheres, as an institution, 
FCMB has clearly demonstrated its deter-
mination to provide the support needed to 
build a viable society.

IHEANYI NWACHUKWU

How FCMB is redefining the art of 
CSR for sustainable development

Adam Nuru, managing director, FCMB
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E
ngaging the aca-
demia in the strug-
gle against environ-
mental degradation 
and the non-in-

volvement of Niger Delta in-
digenes in the exploration and 
utilisation of its rich oil wealth 
took a new dimension recently 
when social scientists from 
university community held a 
one-day academy on unpack-
ing re-source democracy.

Jointly organised by Health 
of Mother Earth Foundation, a 
non-governmental organisa-
tion, it brought eminent schol-
ars including Ekanem Ekanem, 
a professor of Geography, Chris 
Ekong, professor of Economics, 
Imo Ukpong, a notable social 
scientists all from the Univer-
sity Uyo as well as Nnimmo 
Bassey, a renowned environ-
mentalists and Gabriel Godini 
Darah, former chairman of the 
editorial board of The Guardian 
and professor of Oral Literature 
together for discussion on the 
environment and Niger Delta.

With the theme of the con-
ference or sustainability acad-
emy as it was called as ‘unpack-
ing re-source democracy’ it 
brought to the fore the neglect 
of the Niger Delta, the politics 
of revenue allocation, the re-
luctance of the government at 
the federal level to allow 100 
percent of resources found in 
the region and other critical is-
sues including the fact that “the 
environmental crises confront-
ing the world is not inseparable 
from the economic crisis.”

To set the ball rolling, Nnim-
mo Bassey questioned why 
Nigeria should continue to 
practice a unitary system of 
government wondering how 
the dream of building a demo-
cratic and federal nation can be 
achieved on the basis of “auto-
cratic and dictatorial military 
scaffolds.’’

“More questions can be 
asked but let us restrict our-
selves to the way we have treat-
ed nature’s gifts to our nation,’’ 
he added.

According to him, the arrival 
of crude oil and petroleum re-
sources literally poisoned and 
damaged our environment, 
economy, politics and socio-
cultural relationships adding 
that “agriculture got ignored, 
manufacturing got side-lined 
and all eyes got riveted on US 
dollars flowing into the na-
tional pot, we became captives 
of voodoo economics, do noth-

ing, grab everything.’’
Explaining further, he said 

re-source democracy requires 
that we train our eyes to see 
what nature has presented to 
every community and to what 
extent the communities are 
involved in decisions that affect 
the exploitation, protection or 
use of the re-sources in their 
territories.

“It requires that no one get 
killed or colonised simply be-
cause of such endowments. It 
requires that we question how 
what we have is utilised and on 
what basis. It is about our right 
to life, freedom from contami-
nation and respect of the rights 
of mother earth.’’

Bringing members of the 
academia into the age-long 
struggle for the “freedom” of 
the Niger Delta region has not 
only added a new impetus to 
the campaign, it has brought  
fresh and dynamic focus to 
the agitation for an unfettered 
access to  the God-given re-
sources of the region by the 
people of the area.

The struggle has seen many 
prominent indigenes of the 
area paying the supreme sac-
rifice for demanding justice 
and equity in the exploration 
of resources found in their 
communities. For instance, it 
was for this cause that Ken Saro 
Wiwa and many others laid 
down their lives.

It is widely believed that for 
equity and justice to prevail 
in the region, the community 
should be the main beneficiary 
of its resources and in the same 
vein; it should actively be in-
volved in how the resources are 

mined and distributed.
For instance, in the distri-

bution of oil wells, very few 
indigenes of the Niger Delta 
have been considered worthy 
in character to be allowed to 
take part in the exploration of 
oil resources of the area. This is 
however in contrast with other 
regions where a good number 
of people do own oil wells in 
the Niger Delta.

Furthermore, this apparent 
lack of justice and fairness in 
ensuring that the wealth of the 
region is evenly distributed 
has often resulted in friction 
and acrimony between the 
government and oil compa-
nies in the region. The extent 
of environmental degradation 
of the Niger Delta is also issue 
that the indigenes of the area 
have to live with.

During the Obasanjo presi-
dency which lasted between 
1999 and 2007, the agitation for 
equity in the distribution of the 
resources of the region took a 
dramatic turn such that leading 
politicians in the region called 
for nothing except resource 
control.

For instance, notable politi-
cians like Obong Victor Attah 
who was governor of Akwa 
Ibom State, the late Diepreye  
Alamieyeseigha, one time 
governor of Bayelsa State and 
other  key stakeholders vigor-
ously campaigned for absolute 
resource control.

It should be noted that even 
though the 1999 Constitution 
had made provision for the 
payment of 13 percent deriva-
tion to oil producing states, the 
Obasanjo administration was 

reluctant to implement it and 
this resulted in increased agi-
tation and campaigns which 
eventually ended after a politi-
cal solution was reached fol-
lowing the onshore/offshore 
imbroglio.

It is unimaginably that a re-
gion that is so richly endowed 
with oil and gas resources 
would be so deep in pov-
erty several decades with the 
people deliberately excluded 
by policies that are imple-
mented by the government at 
the centre.

According to experts, the 
defective 1999 constitution 
which fails to encourage the 
practice of true and fiscal 
federalism contributed to the 
depravation that the Niger 
Delta region has suffered. They 
pointed to the exclusion of 
the states from legislating on 
issues of natural resources of 
each state, failed to take into 
cognisance the contribution 
of the states to the national 
treasury but encouraged the 
distribution of resources based 
on population and the number 
of local government areas in 
each state.

For Darah, the formation 
of the Pan Niger Delta Forum 
(PANDEF), an umbrella organ-
isation campaigning for the 
rights of the region, which has 
already drawn up the 16-point 
agenda drawn and met with 
officials of the Federal Govern-
ment, is part of the struggle 
for freedom by the people of 
the area.

“We (Niger Deltans) own 
the resources in the Niger 
Delta, Nigeria will never en-

joy economic freedom until 
the Niger Delta is free.  The 13 
percent derivation paid to oil 
bearing states is a reluctant 
consensus which is equal to 87 
percent deprivation,’’ he said.

He said though parts of 
the demands by PANDEF are 
being addressed such as the 
establishment of Maritime 
University in Delta State and 
the upgrading of Maritime 
Academy of Nigeria in Oron to 
a degree awarding institution 
, many other critical issues 
have yet to be given urgent 
attention.

Such issues include the 
restructuring of the country 
politically to allow for the 
practice of true federalism, 
a 100-percent ownership of 
resources by the host commu-
nities and the fiscal federalism 
which would allow for the 
revenue sharing formula to 
be based on the contribution 
of each state to the national 
treasury not on population 
and landmass.

Indeed, the two lead per-
sonalities at the academy that 
brought out the plight of the 
Niger Delta in bold relief be-
ing the hub of the oil and gas 
industry in the country but 
has not benefited from its rich 
resources due to lopsided 
federalism. Similarly, other 
members of the panel and 
students of the faculty of social 
sciences expressed their disap-
pointment over the sorry state 
of affairs in the region.

For  Emmanuel Onwio-
duokit, a professor of Econom-
ics and former special assistant 
in charge of economic affairs, 
office of the vice president who 
was a member of the panel 
maintained that it is time to 
‘’discuss the basic principles of 
fiscal federalism and true fed-
eralism,’’ saying  “there may be 
no Nigeria tomorrow because 
the present structure is faulty, 
the present system of govern-
ment is not sustainable, com-
munism crumbled and Nigeria 
will crumble if the present state 
is maintained,’’ he said.

The Niger Delta region has 
long been neglected in accord-
ing the area its due recognition 
as the harbinger of the wealth 
of the nation; past efforts have 
only resulted in palliative 
measures with majority of the 
citizens still living in poverty 
in the midst of wealth. The in-
volvement of the academia in 
seeking fairness about the af-
fairs of the region has taken the 
struggle of the people to a new 
phase and the impact might be 
felt sooner than later. 

Engaging academia in the struggle 
for justice in Niger Delta
ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo



A feast of crime: New Rivers police boss takes war to armed gangs, hauls in 66 suspects

R
ivers State has been 
in the news in recent 
years for excessive 
killings and other 
violent crimes lead-

ing to exodus of businesses and 
investors. Now, the new police 
commissioner, Zaki M. Ahmed, 
who has spent six weeks in the 
volatile state, has revealed high 
number of arrests and busting 
of violent crimes.

Addressing newsmen in Port 
Harcourt in Thursday, June 15, 
2017, to give account of his tour 
of duty so far, Ahmed said crime 
was coming down in the state, 
saying 66 suspected criminals 
had been captured in action.

Giving a breakdown, the CP 
said 31 suspects were arrested 
for armed robbery, 16 for cult-
ism, and 13 for kidnapping, with 
four suspects wounded in gun 
battles. Different kinds of guns 
were recovered with accessories 
while eight vehicles suspected to 
be stolen were recovered.

The CP said he reorganised 
the policing system into sectors 
and gave marching orders to 
sector commanders with himself 
heading one of the sectors to 
pursue effective and aggressive 
patrols, allegedly leading to re-
duction of crimes in the crime-
infested state.  

Giving details, he said on May 
1, 2017, at about one o’clock in 
the night, the divisional patrol 
team while on surveillance pa-
trol arrested some persons with 
guns, weeds and charms along 
Casablanca/ Chicken Republic 
Port Harcourt. Some of those 
arrested were from Standard 
Road Elelenwo and Old GRA. The 
police gave their names.

He went on; “On May 3, 2017, 
at about 2200hrs, the Rapid 
Response Team (RRT-007) while 
on routine  patrol intercepted 
one taxi carrying two young 
men who were later identified 
along Obiri-Ikwerre  fly-over. 
The occupants were searched 
and one locally made pistol was 
recovered from them. The taxi 
driver on sensing danger fled the 
scene and escaped. Interrogation 
and subsequent confession, led to 
the arrest of other two members 
of the gang (who have been iden-
tified). The suspects and are now 
exhibit in custody undergoing 
further investigation.”

On May 7, 2017, he went on, a 
group of cultists who terrorized 
Nyorkuru Community in Bori 
were busted, based on informa-
tion. “They were seen gathering 
in their hideout.  Bori Anti-
Robbery Team stormed the com-
munity/hideout and arrested 
one male with one locally made 
revolver pistol. Effort is ongoing 
to arrest the fleeing cultists.”

The CP said firearms were 

being recovered from gangs and 
groups heading for operations. In 
one of such confrontations, the 
divisional team on routine sur-
veillance patrol, along Amaechi 
Drive, sighted three young men 
who took to their heels. “The hot 
chase towards the canal made 
the suspected armed robbers 
to abandon one locally made 
single barrel pistol. The exhibit 
recovered while effort in top-
gear to ensure the arrest of other 
members of the gang.”

Raids are said to be going on 
at some hideouts. “On May 8, 
2017, at about 10.30pm, criminal 
hideouts located at New Road 
axis of Mgbuoba were raided 
during which 15 male suspects 
were arrested. “The suspects are 
miscreants hibernating in an 
uncompleted and shanty build-
ing, amongst them is a notorious 
armed robbery suspect and cult 
leader already dentified with his 
alias as ‘Bobo Simeon’, aged 35yrs, 
who is reported to be wanted 
by Special Anti-Robbery Squad 
(SARS).”

Full police report: 
Child trafficking/arrest of sus-

pects: One Okoname ‘f’ of  Ukpell-
ede Community Ahoada-West 
Local Government Area of Rivers 
State, reported at the Ahoada 
Division, that she gave birth to a 
baby boy on 29/03/2017 at No. 17 
Bonny Street in the house of one 

Patricia ‘f’ surname unknown, 
having been taken there for 
delivery by one Victoria Oka ‘f’, 
of same address, they conspired 
and told her the baby is died, she 
further stated that, the baby was 
later seen alive and recovered 
to the station which led to the 
arrest of the suspects identified 
as, Victoria Oka, Patricia Onu-
oha ‘f’ and David Joshua ‘m’.  The 
suspects have confessed to the 
crime. Investigation is ongoing.

Arrest of suspected armed 
robber/recovery of arms and 
ammunition: On 10/05/2017 at 
about 2300hrs, Eleme Divisional 
Team while on routine Patrol 
along the highway by trailer 
park Onne, sensed a suspicious 
movement near a parked truck, 
on noticing the presence of the 
Police, the hoodlums took to 
their heels, hot chase that ensued 
led to the arrest of one of them 
identified as Kunle Oyedeji ‘m’. 
During search a locally made cut 
to size double barrel gun, two (2) 
live cartridges and charms were 
recovered from him. The suspect 
and exhibit are in custody, while 
effort in top gear to arrest other 
fleeing members of the gang.

Raid of criminal hideout: 
Based on credible intelligence, 
combined Teams of Command 
Tactical Units comprising of the 
Special Anti-Robbery Squad 
(SARS), Anti-Cultism (ACU) and 
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Divisional Team, on 11/05/2017 
at about 2230hrs, carried out a 
raid on a hotel, during which 
eleven female suspects were ap-
prehended, incriminating items 
used by cultists were recovered 
at the scene. Some male cultists 
were also arrested and were 
handed over to Anti-Cultism 
Unit PH for investigation. 

Arrest on notorious armed 
robber: One Gift Onu Williams 
‘m’, a native of Rumuolumeni, 
who has been terrorizing Ru-
muolumeni and its environs, 
was arrested on 11/05/2017, 
while trying to snatch a Honda 
Jeep, belonging to one  Luke-
man Ebozele ‘m’, on 10/05/2017. 
The suspect had earlier shot and 
killed a security guard at Liquid 
Oil and Gas and escaped, the fol-
lowing day being  11/05/2017. 
His gang robbed one Brown 
Nworgu at gun point and raped 
his wife. He also has a pending 
case of cultism etc. the suspect 
and exhibits in custody undergo-
ing further investigation. 

ARMED ROBBERY/ ARREST 
OF SUSPECT: - On 13/05/2017 
at about  0300hrs, two (2) armed 
hoodlums scaled the fence and 
gained access into the  premises 
of UPTH’S Chief Medical Direc-
tor, hoodlums were however 
resisted by  a Police officer posted 
to the premises, one of the rob-
bers identified as Otobong  Em-
manuel, aged 21yrs, was shot 
and wounded by the Policemen 
while others managed to es-
cape with bullet wounds. The 
suspect and exhibits in custody, 
detectives on trail of other gang 
members. 

ARREST OF NOTORIOUS 
ICELANDER CULT MEMBERS: 
Frantic effort to unmask the kill-
ers of one Jacob Chukwuzor ‘m’, 
of Omudioga, who was beheaded 
on 28/04/2017 by unknown 
persons suspected to be a rival 
cult group.  Credible intelligence 
led combined Teams of Octopus 
Rivers State Command, men of 
48 PMF and Divisional Team 
to a black spot in the area. The 
hoodlums on sighting the Police 
opened fire, but however surren-
dered to the superior fire power 
of the Police, during which five 
(5) suspected cultists were ar-
rested with bullet wounds. They 
are identified as, (1) Chima Em-
manuel ‘m’, (2) Ekem Stephen ‘m’, 
(3) Patrick Eluwa ‘m’, (4) Promise 
Assor ‘m’ and (5) Onyemuche 
Chi ‘m’, all of Egbeda in Rivers 
State. The suspects and exhibits 
in custody. 

ARREST OF NOTORIOUS 
BURGLARY SYNDICATE: - One 
Rev. Eugene  Ndu, of No. 94 Apa-
ra-Link Road, off NTA Road Port 
Harcourt, reported at  Ozuoba 
Division that, on 13/05/2017 
at about 0830hrs, he came to 
church at the  above address 
and discovered that unknown 

thieves broke into the church 
at night time and carted away 
valuables of the church, which 
include, (1) a pair of Wafedale 
speakers and amplifier, (2) a Ya-
maha key board, (3) a Yamaha 
generator 3900 and other items 
yet to be ascertained. However, 
based on credible intelligence, 
Divisional detectives arrested a 
principal member of the syndi-
cate, identified as Chinedu Ubani, 
who in turn mentioned other 
members of his gang. Recovery 
of stolen items has commenced, 
as the generator was recovered 
from a purported buyer one Oge-
chi Alfred ‘m’. The suspect and 
exhibit are in custody, detectives 
on the trail of the members of the 
gang at large. 

ARREST OF FOUR MAN 
GANG OF ARMED ROBBERS 
AND RECOVERY OF VEHICLES: 
Special Anti-Robbery Squad 
(SARS) Operatives  acting on a 
tip-off, smashed a four man gang 
of armed robbers, responsible 
for car  snatching within Port 
Harcourt City, the suspects who 
have confessed to numerous 
robberies are, (1) Bright Charles 
‘m’, (2) Vincent Dagogo ‘m’, (3) 
Njoku Chinagorom ‘m’ and (4) 
Emmanuel Chima ‘m’, three (3) 
stolen vehicles were  recovered 
from the gang, (1) Honda CRV reg. 
No. KEK 752 AA, (2) Toyota Lexus 
registration number No. KDR 
295 TH and (3) Toyota Avalon 
registration number DEG 86 TD, 
investigation in progress. 

ABANDONED/ RECOVERED 
VEHICLE: On 17/05/2017 at 
about 1600hrs, information was 
received from Control Room that, 
a Toyota Highlander Jeep, black 
colour, reg. No. ABC 322 TN, was 
found abandoned along Location 
Road Rumuola. Divisional Patrol 
Teams were mobilised to the 
scene. The vehicle was recovered 
to the station for safekeeping and 
proper identification.

ARMED ROBBERY/ RECOV-
ERED VEHICLE: On 17/05/2017 
at about 0545hrs, Divisional 
Team responded to a distress 
call from Rumuigbo where one 
Christopher Oyeh of No. 30 Eki-
bo, Ogologo Street reported that, 
unidentified robbers forcefully 
entered his house and robbed 
him of his Lexus Saloon car, reg. 
No. LSR 756 EG, together with 
his phone and laptop, the robbers 
were trailed to the route of their 
escape and after a painstaking 
search. The vehicle was recov-
ered at Kingsway Road where it 
was abandoned. 

RAID OF CRIMINAL HIDE-
OUT/ RECOVERY OF ARM: - On 
17/05/2017 at about 1100hrs, 
Divisional Teams in conjunction 
with SARS, Octopus and RRT  
Patrol Teams, raided a criminal 
hideout in Rumuolumeni area 
Port Harcourt, about twenty (20) 
suspected persons, two female 
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A feast of crime: New Rivers police boss takes war to armed gangs, hauls in 66 suspects
and eighteen (18) male were ar-
rested. After proper screening 
nine (9) suspects were handed 
over to SARS for investigation. 
During the Operation, one locally 
made revolver pistol loaded with 
live ammunition, wraps of weeds 
suspected to be Indian hemp, 
hard drugs, one machete, one 
DVD player and generator were 
recovered at the hideout.  

ARREST OF SUSPECTED CAR 
SNATCHER/ RECOVERY OF 
LARGE QUANTITIES OF SUB-
STANCE SUSPECTED TO BE 
COCAINE: On 19/05/2017 at 
about 1630hrs, Teams of Eagle 
Crack Squad, after their  intel-
ligence gathering, on incessant 
snatching of vehicles, around 
Ada-George  Area PH, covertly 
moved to No. 27 Chief Amadi 
Street, Mile-4 Port Harcourt, two 
suspects namely, one Olusegun 
Wahib ‘m’, one Prince Ohonka 
‘m’, were arrested while others 
escaped, 429 wraps of cocaine, 
one sachet of Tramadol were  
recovered. Investigation is in 
progress.

ARMED ROBBERY/ MUR-
DER/ ARREST OF SUSPECTED 
ARMED ROBBERS/ RECOVERY-
OF DANGOTE TRUCK LOADED 
WITH CEMENT: On 20/05/2017, 
precisely at about 0100hrs, Dan-
gote trailer loaded with cement, 
entering the State capital Port 
Harcourt through Choba axis, 
was waylaid by men operating 
in a white Hilux, disguised as 
security operatives, restrained 
three (3) Dangote drivers, took 
them into the bush along Ahoa-
da/Alimini Elele road and shot 
them. The hoodlums droved 
the hijacked trailer, along the 
line, the Command Operatives 
got wind of the information and 
trailed them to Eleparawon and 
arrested five (5) men who were 
seen offloading the Cement, the 
trailer was also recovered. The  
victims were trailed to the bush 
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found with handcuff, two were 
dead while the third person 
still alive and was rushed to the 
hospital for treatment. Full in-
vestigation into the unfortunate 
incident has commenced. 

RESC UE OF KIDNAPPED 
VICTIM/ RECOVERY OF ARM/ 
CARTRIDGES: On 21/05/2017 at 
about 1100hrs, information was 
received that a girl suspected to 
be kidnapped victim, was heard 
crying in Atali bush, based on the 
information, Patrol teams were 
mobilized to the scene, on arrival, 
the hoodlums who were taking 
refuge in an uncompleted build-
ing opened fire on the police, 
after about ten minutes of gun 
duel, the hoodlums escaped with 
bullet wounds  one locally made 
pistol with two live cartridges 
were recovered, the victim who 
was blindfolded, legs and hands 
chained was rescued unhurt. 
The victim Monica Monday ‘f’, 
said she was abducted by three 
armed men on 18/05/2017 at 
about 1900hrs, along Hardy Av-
enue Off Mgbuoba NTA Road, 
Port Harcourt, however the 
victim was handed over to the 
guardian, one Mrs Ewiwaye Jiba 
‘f’, of No. 33 Hardy Avenue off 
Mbougba NTA Road Port Har-
court. Meanwhile, manhunt for 
the fleeing hoodlums continues.

ARREST OF SUSPECTS/ RE-
COVERY OF LARGE QUANTI-
TIES OF LIVE CARTRIDGES: On 
21/05/2017 at about 1230hrs, 
Operatives of the Ahoada Com-
mand, on a tip-off, arrested one 
Mr. Henry Chukwuemeka ‘m’, 
of Akwuzu Onitsha, with about 
one thousand (1000) rounds of 
live cartridges stacked in two 
20-litres of plastic containers, 
on his way to supply to crimi-
nals. One Nworia Weli ‘m’, aged 
82yrs, of Rumuche Emohua, was 
also arrested with about seventy 
five (75) rounds of live cartridges, 
making a total of about one thou-

sand, one seventy five (1,075) 
rounds of live cartridges recov-
ered. The duo have been in the 
business and believed to be the 
source of supply to various arm 
gangs terrorizing Rumuji com-
munities and its environs. 

RESC UE OF KIDNAPPED 
VICTIM/ARREST OF NOTORI-
OUS KIDNAPPER/ RECOVERY 
OF FIREARM: - On 22/05/2017 at 
about 0710hrs, AKU Operatives 
rescued one Ubong Michael ‘m’, 
aged 14yrs old, of Obor village at 
Elele bush. One John Ugoh who 
was with the victim was arrested 
with a locally made double barrel 
gun. Effort is on to arrest other 
members of the gang.

RAID OF CRIMINAL HIDE-
OUT/ ARREST OF SUSPECTED 
CULTISTS & RECOVERY OF 
WEEDS SUSPECTED TO BE 
INDIAN HEMP: On 01/06/2017 
at about 2120hrs, seventeen (17) 
suspects were arrested by Eagle 

Crack Squad, where they recov-
ered weeds suspected to be Indi-
an hemp, at mechanic workshops 
located at Chinda Road by Wike 
Street Mile-4 Port Harcourt, 
intelligence gathered revealed 
that, the aforementioned address 
has been turned into a criminal 
den where hoodlums of all kinds 
converge to plan and commit all 
forms of crime and criminalities 
ranging from cultism, stealing, 
sale of weeds suspected to be In-
dian hemp/ cocaine etc. Suspects 
arrested include; (1) Chukwuma 
NTA ‘m’, (2) Eze Nsimiri ‘m’, (3) 
Nwafor Ulor ‘m’, (4) Magnus Sun-
day ‘m’, (5) Ebuka Okafor ‘m’ and 
twelve (12) others, while some 
took to their heels. 

ARMED ROBBERY/ RECOV-
ERY OF ARM & CARTRIDGES: 
On 02/06/2017 at about 1230hrs, 
a distress call was received that, 
armed robbers were operating 
along Elele/ Omuanwa Highway. 
Elele Divisional Anti-Robbery 
Team moved to the scene, ex-
changed gunfire with the robbers 
during which one of the robbers 
was fatally wounded and he was 
confirmed dead by the doctor at 
Madonna University Teaching 
Hospital. The corpse deposited 
at the hospital mortuary. One 
locally made pistol and two live 
ammunition were recovered at 
the scene. 

C H I L D  T R A F F I C K I N G /
ARREST OF SUSPECT: On 
02/06/2017 at about 2200hrs, 
based on credible intelligence, 
Operatives of the Anti-Kid-
napping Unit (AKU) arrested 
one Ijeoma Isaac ‘f’, aged 48yrs 
and one Chioma Isaac ‘f’, aged 
30yrs, both of Rukpokwu PH. 
The suspects were arrested with 
4-days and a week old babies at 
waterlines Park Port Harcourt, 
on interrogation they confessed 
that the two (2) babies were 

stolen from two (2) different 
women at Oyigbo. Investiga-
tion has commenced effort on 
top-gear to arrest members of 
the syndicate.

RECOVERY OF ARMS/ CAR-
TRID GE: On 04/06/2017 at 
about 2345hrs, Anti-Cultism 
Unit patrol teams based on in-
telligence stormed a bush near 
Opoko Community in Khana 
LGA of Rivers State, recovered 
the following arms and items; (1) 
English made brownie pistol, (2) 
locally made pistol, (3) two cut to 
size single barrel guns, (4) eight 
(8) cartridges, (5) two knives, (6) 
two police beret, (6) one military 
hat, (7) one customs cardigan and 
(9) single jacket. 

ARREST OF SUSPECTED CAR 
SNATCHER: On 14/06/2017 at 
about 0830hrs men at the Police 
special check point Rukpokwu 
arrested one Bright Ubah ‘m’ 
of Umuaka in Njaba Local Gov-
ernment Area of Imo State but 
residing at Igwuruta. He was 
caught dressed in Police Cam-
ouflage uniform harassing and 
exhorting money along Ruk-
pokwu Aluu Road, Rivers State. 
The suspect is said to have been 
declared wanted by the Police. 
Exhibit recovered from him 
include: a pier of Police uniform, 
Police belt, face cap, jack knife 
and a Nokia handset.

The CP assured the people 
of the state that the Command 
under his watch would leave 
no stone unturned. “The war 
against arm banditry has been 
taken to them and is getting 
even fiercer. I want to sincerely 
appeal to you to make haste and 
share information with us as 
that is the only way our job will 
be made easy. The collaboration 
should continue and I promise to 
do even better with your support 
and partnership.”

Feature

Zaki M. Ahmed



T
h e  s t yl e  o f  p o l i t i c s  b e i n g 
played in the present admin-
istrat ion among memb ers 
of  President Muhammadu 
Buhari kitchen cabinet may 

have grave consequences on the na-
tion’s economy. 

Nigeria is currently struggling to 
exit its worst economic recession in 
29 years. 

With exactly 20 months to the 2019 
general elections and the administra-
tion already in second half of its four 
year mandate, analysts are concerned 
that  the suc c ession battle  for  2019 
among members of the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), has relegated 
governance to the background while 
politics takes centre stage. 

Political pundits say the situation has 
been exacerbated with the absence of 
President Buhari who is currently in 
London for his second medical vacation 
this year as uncertainty clouds whether 
he would seek reelection in the next 
general election. 

Although Buhari is yet to make any 
official  pronounc ement on his plan 
to seek re-election, the APC national 
chairman, John Odigie-Oyegun has said 
that he would pray and fast to God that 
the President agrees to contest in 2019.

Oyegun said his decision to support 
Buhari for a second term was based on 
two factors. 

While saying that the President is 
the only politician in Nigeria today 
that has the capacity to win 12 million 
votes without major campaign, the elder 
statesman said he is the only man who 
has the courage to make the changes 
that Nigeria needs. 

“There is no another Buhari in this 
country. Buhari is the only man who 
can command 12 million votes even 
without any major campaign. So, you 
can see the picture. Yes, there will be 
changes, the party will get new mem-
bers or lose a few members, but there 
is no Peoples Democratic Party (PDP).

“So,  there is  no strong party any 
more to say you are going to join and 
strengthen it. It is only APC that is re-
ally a strong party,” he submitted. 

Also, presidential aides like Minister 

of State for Petroleum Resource, Ibe 
Kachikwu, his Transportation and Ag-
riculture counterparts Rotimi Amaechi 
and Audu Ogbeh, respectively have 
maintained that the President would 
win the 2019 presidential election.

Senior Special Assistant on Media 
and Publicity to the President, Garba 
Shehu also shares the same sentiment. 
According to him, “The confidence re-
posed in Buhari by ordinary Nigerians 
had remained unshaken because the 
president is doing what they want”. 

However, body languages of key ac-
tors in the ruling party have indicated 
that the likes of former Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar, former Lagos State 

Governor Bola Tinubu, Senate President 
Bukola Saraki, Sokoto State Governor 
Aminu Tambuwal, his Kaduna State 
counterpart Nasir el-Rufai,  ex-Kano 
State Governor Rabiu Kwankwaso and 
former governor of Jigawa State, Sule 
Lamido may also be interested in con-
testing for president in 2019. 

Sources say the President is keeping 
sealed lips on his decision to re-contest, 
in other not to further heat up the 
already charged political atmosphere. 

Investigations by BDSUNDAY re-
vealed that power play by opposing 
factions of the President’s cabal was 
responsible for delay in the signing of 
the 2017 budget into law. 

Although Acting President Yemi Osinbajo 
signed the N7.441trillion appropriation bill 
into law on June 12, there was controversy 
among the President’s men over who would 
assent to the document between Osinbajo and 
President Buhari after the National Assembly 
had passed the document on May 11, 2017. 

While a section of the cabal sympathetic 
to Buhari are afraid that signing of the docu-
ment by the Acting President, could indicate 
that they are losing out in the political chess 
game, the kitchen cabinet members loyal to 
the Acting President insist that there cannot 
be two presidents at the same time, hence 
Executive powers lie with Osinbajo, pending 
another correspondence to the National As-
sembly stating otherwise. 
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surrounding the submission and signing of the 
annual budget, without corresponding impact 
on the masses. 

His words: “The conversation about wheth-
er the President can sign the budget or not is 
a distraction. I think that the whole conver-
sation is being wrongly premised. The rea-
son I say this is that we have this culture of 
celebrating submission of the budget, signing 
of the budget. And the real question is: how 
much of the budget has been implemented? 
I would rather have preferred a situation 
where as you are signing the fresh budget, the 
Presidency also gives us the successes of the 
previous budget. But that is not done. 

“I would like to liken it to the fact that when 
a couple is getting married, you now celebrate 
the wedding as a successful marriage. You 
don’t do that because wedding is a one-day 

event while marriage is  a  l ife time 
event. You cannot celebrate a wedding 
as a successful marriage”.  

In a chat with BDSUNDAY in Abuja, 
Richard Joseph, a Professor of Interna-
tional History and Politics, who lectures 
at the Northwestern University in the 
United States of America, called for 
implementation of the report of the 
2014 National Conference. 

But in what is a clear indication that 
the Conference midwived by ex-Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan would not be 
implemented, the suspended Secretary 
to the Government of the Federation 
(SGF), Babachir David Lawal, had in 
2016 declared that the exercise was 
merely a job for the boys. 

Going forward,  Profess or Jos eph 
called on the government to assemble 
the best brains of Nigerians scattered in 
different parts of the world, to solve the 
current economic challenges. 

He said: “I do believe that we need 
to be able to bring together some of 
the best minds; some of them are not 
here in Nigeria, they study and teach 

m e n t  p ro v i d e d  e m -
ployment to 200,000 
u n e m p l o ye d  g ra d u -
ates, engaged 57,000 
people through Gov-
ernment Enterpris e 
a n d  E m p o w e r m e n t 
P r o g r a m m e  ( G E E P ) 
and empowered about 
26,000 ordinary Nige-
rians through Condi-
tional Cash Transfer 
(CCT). 

T h e  I n fo r m at i o n 
Minister said that un-
der the National Home 
Grown School Feeding 
Programmme (NHGS-
FP), government was 
able to serve about 25 
mill ion meals  to 1 .2 
million pupils all over 
the country in order 
to make learning con-
ducive. 

B u t  t h e  A h m e d 
Makarfi-led People’s 

D e m o c rat i c  Pa r t y  ( P D P )  d i s a g re e s . 
The opposition party argues that bad 
policies of the the President Buhari-
le d government c ouple d with high 
taxations with little or no economic 
activity, led the country to the pres-
ent economic recession with attendant 
costs of “extreme hardship, starvation, 
deprivation, insecurity and rise in eth-
nic, sectional and political agitations for 
self-determination.”

In a statement signed by Dayo Adey-
eye, spokesperson of the party, it called 
on President Buhari to speedily employ 
the services of economic experts to help 
his administration marshal out work-
able p olicies that would restore the 
nation’s battered economy. 

Although the Federal Government 
has expressed optimism that the 2017 
Budget would get Nigeria out of reces-
sion, most Nigerians think otherwise. 
An online poll by the Policy and Legal 
Advocacy Centre (PLAC) reveals that 52 
percent of Nigerians do not believe the 
2017 Budget will steer the country out 
of recession.

Tinubu

This came to the fore when a press state-
ment from Shehu affirmed that the President 
had directed Osinbajo to sign the budget into 
law. 

“Following the receipt of a full brief on 
the 2017 Appropriation Bill as passed by the 
National Assembly, and to buttress the unity 
at the highest level of government, President 
Muhammadu Buhari has indicated that it is 
in the interest of the nation’s economy for the 
Acting President, Professor Yemi Osinbajo, to 
sign the Appropriation Bill into law.

“In a letter dated June 10, 2017, which he 
personally signed and addressed to the Minis-
ter of Budget and National Planning, Senator 
Udoma Udo Udoma, the President also said he 
was “pleased by the joint resolution that the 
Executive would submit next year’s budget 
proposals by October 2017 and the National 
Assembly will conclude the Appropriation 
process by December 2017, so that the country 
can return to a normal fiscal period from next 
year onwards,” the two-paragraph statement 
reads. 

With ab out  s ix  months into the year, 
Nigerians are worried over the implementa-
tion and impact of the 2017 budget on the 
economy. 

Experts say delayed passage of the budget 
implies that businesses waiting on the 2017 
budget to rev up their operations for the year 
will have to wait much longer due to lost 
grounds. However, a school-of-thought faults 
this assertion on the grounds that the lifeline 
of the 2017 budget commenced on June 12 
when it was signed into law. 

Speaking on the development, a political 
economist, Adakole Ijogi, criticised the fanfare 

overseas and have 
them contribute to 
that thinking”.

As Nigerians de-
vise survival strat-
egies of coping with 
the current reces-
sion, venting their 
anger on the social 
media, Information 
M i n i s t e r  L a i  M o -
hammed insists the 
A P C- l e d  g o ve r n -
ment has fulfilled 
its campaign prom-
ises. 

In his presenta-
tion at the National 
Social Investment 
P r o g r a m m e s  ( N -
S I P )  Re p o r t  C a r d 
t o  m a r k  t h e  s e c -
ond anniversary of 
President Buhari’s 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
M o h a m m e d  s a i d 
through N-SIP the 
Fe d e r a l  G o v e r n -

Kwakwanso



Winners and losers in 
Saraki’s triumph at CCT

O
ver the years,  the 
ruling class has seen 
the Nigerian masses 
through and through. 
The political class has 

seen that the electorates are a 
bunch of lily-livered and gullible 
people who have no voice even in 
the face of rape and tyranny.

Over the years, politicians have 
continued to take the people for a 
ride. The ruling last Wednesday 
by the Code of Conduct Tribunal 
(CCT), acquitting Bukola Saraki, 
the Senate President, of all charges 
against him over the alleged false 
declaration of his assets after all 
the rigmarole, was part of the 
insensitivity of the ruling class to 
the feeling of the masses and their 
narrow definition of governance.

When the trial began, many 
Nigerians screamed foul; they 
accused the Executive and the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) of 
pursuing a vendetta. Observers 
had said at the time that Saraki’s 
ordeal stemmed from his emer-
gence as the president of the Sen-
ate contrary to the preferences of 
the powers that be in the ruling 
party. Saraki’s supporters at the 
National Assembly also believed 
that he was being given a bad 
name to hang him. They strongly 
believed the trial was the handi-
work of Aso Rock and some pow-
erful elements in the APC.

That was why most of the sena-
tors volunteered to accompany 
him to court each time the case 
came up.

Although the Presidency and 
APC leadership continued to 
deny their involvement in Saraki’s 
ordeal, it was evident that it was 
simply a matter of “Esau’s hand 
but Jacob’s voice.”

The matter came to a head 
on April 18, 2018, when Danladi 
Umar, chairman of the CCT, like 
a hangman who had received 
order to carry out an execution, 
announced to the chagrin of many 
that Saraki’s trial was thenceforth 
going to proceed on day-by-day 
basis.

Umar said: “According to the 
Administration of Criminal Justice 
Act, 2015, trials are to commence 
from day to day. And that’s what 
will happen now from 10am to 
6pm.”

The Senate president also made 
several attempts to prevent the 
continuation of his trial, forcing 
the tribunal chair to sound a note 
of plea to the defence counsel, urg-
ing them to deviate from prolong-
ing the trial, without due reason.

Although Umar later stood 
down from his earlier stance, the 
proceedings had taken toll on the 
activities at the Senate. Critics 
at the time had alleged that the 
game plan was to see if Saraki was 
going to be impeached as a result 
of his inability to preside over the 
proceeding at the Senate. Some of 
those on the opposing side of the 

should have used to think about 
moving the country forward; the 
time other federal lawmakers 
should have invested in legisla-
tion, they were going in and out of 
courts over matters that were con-
trived in the first place. The money 
that was supposed to be used in 
providing democracy dividends 
were wasted on prosecution and 
settling certain elements while 
the case lasted; the movement of a 
large number of people in and out 
of the court room resulted in wear 
and tear of the facilities at the 
court. The Executives abandoned 
governance in pursuit of “Saraki 
must sink” agenda.

The economy
While the trail lasted, Saraki 

did not pretend he was angry over 
the ordeal foisted on him by some 
powerful elements in the system. 
In what appeared like tit-for-tat, 
he began to pay the Executive arm 
in its coin. He refused to confirm a 
number of those nominated by the 
President for some positions. He 
dawdled on the passage of budgets 
and other oversight functions that 
should have speedily enhanced 
the job of the President. While the 
fight lasted, the economy took a 
dangerous dive under their watch.

Fight against graft
The triumph of the Senate 

President, whose corruption al-
legation was a household issue, 
may have put a question mark on 
the Muhammadu Buhari adminis-
tration. The belief out there at the 
moment is that the fight against 
graft may have suffered a terrible 
fracture.

Politics
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Senate president also made a bone 
of the retinue of senators that usu-
ally accompanied him to the court.  

The upper legislative chamber 
decided that Ike Ekweremadu, the 
deputy president, should begin 
to preside over its activities until 
normalcy returned.

The fight, until Wednesday, 
has terribly affected a lot of things 
in the country. There are many 
winners and losers as Danladi 
Umar’s CCT released Saraki from 
the bondage.

The winners
Saraki: The Senate president is 

unarguably the greatest winner of 
his triumph at the CCT. What the 
development has shown is that 
the Kwara-born politician is like 
a lean meat that you do not chew 
and swallow in a haste. It shows 
that his traducers had no genuine 
case ab initio.

His supporters
While the case lasted, there 

were some of his colleagues who 
stuck with him despite being bad-
mouthed by those with opposing 
views. These supporters of his 
went with him in and out of the 
court rooms, and bore shame and 
agony associated with the ordeal. 
The Saraki case brought some of 
his supporters into serious con-
frontation with some leaders of 
the APC. Dino Melaye is a good 
example.

The opposition
With the development, mem-

bers of the opposition can now 
boldly say that the APC is not a 
saintly-populated party after all. 
While the case lasted, the PDP 
believed it was a mere distraction 
and a vendetta against Saraki. The 
umbrella organisation in crisis, 
had also wondered why the APC 
would not put its house in order 
and manage its unexpected vic-
tory at the 2015 general election. 
Today, the PDP has been vindi-

cated for holding that view.
Nigerian democracy
It is always said that truth must 

triumph over evil and that no mat-
ter how fast lie travels, truth must 
overtake it. While the shenanigan 
was going on, analysts cried aloud 
that democracy was under threat. 
Many observers could not under-
stand why the APC would want 
to impose all the principal officers 
on other members of the National 
Assembly.

The losers
The Executive: Despite the 

alleged grandstanding by the 
Presidency, which insisted that the 
Senate President must go through 
the trial, it may have chickened 
out. The development has cast 
the presidency in the mould of an 
institution that pursues vengeance 
as a policy.

APC & chieftains
The APC, which insisted that 

Saraki must be tried despite pub-
lic outcry against it, may have 
scored a low mark in all of this. 
It all shows that the broom party 
is not any different from the PDP 
which also elevated vendetta to a 
political culture, particularly dur-
ing the days of President Olusegun 
Obasanjo in Aso Rock. That the 
APC, despite its posturing would 
now allow the case to go in Saraki’s 
favour is an indication that it has 
eaten the humble pie and can go 
to any length to seek to hold on 
to power.

The Nigerian masses
The much-neglected masses of 

this country are the biggest losers.  
The time the Senate President 

Saraki and Danladi Umar

 Buhari and Oyegun



How top leaders see Rivers after 50 years

R
ivers State rolle d 
out the drums as 
early s January 8, 
2017, to celebrate 
its ‘liberation from 

oppression’ and this hilari-
ous momentum climaxed on 
May 27. Now, some topmost 
dignitaries took time off to 
bare their real minds with 
BDSUNDAY.

Rivers at 50 coincides with 
Adaka Boro revolution - God-
knows Igali 

Ambassador  G o dknows 
Igali

 
Fifty years of Rivers State 

is seen as that of greatness. It 
is interesting that it concedes 
with a 50th year of Adaka 
Boro Day Celebration. The 
creation of Rivers State is re-
alisation come true.  The late 
Adaka Boro and the cohorts 
to ok up arms in 1965 and 
demanded for the creation of 
the state. 

Alfred Diete-Spiff started 
the state with a crack team 
that laid the foundation that 
all the subsequent adminis-
trators had to build upon. The 
pres ent Governor,  Nyes om 
Ezebunwo Wike, is carrying 
on the mantle  leadership, 
moving forward. We in Bay-
elsa State; we are happy and 
we are celebrating with Rivers 
people.

T.T. Isong- First Vice Chan-
cellor of Rivers State Uni-
versity 

The creation of Rivers State 
was a strategic step to open 
up the state for development. 
The creation of the State came 
with the establishment of the 
First University of Science 
and Technology in the coun-
try, which created a trajectory 
for development in education 
in the new State then. Because 
of the establishment of the 
University, there is no vil-
lage or a population of 1000 
people in Niger Delta that you 
cannot find a graduate of the 
University.

In Bayelsa State, half the 
population of the civil ser-

vants, is from the State Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology. The University has 
transformed the State. 

The profess or,  who was 
once the Minister of Sciences 
and Te chnology,  however, 
called for more efforts in the 
provision of adequate infra-
structure in the State, espe-
cially electricity.

Mike Okiro- A one-time 
Inspector General of Police

The ex-police chief thanked 
Yakubu Gowon for the cre-
ation for the state, which he 
described as a dream come 
true. He observed that plus or 
minus, the state is still kicking. 
This he said, called for celebra-
tion. He called on the people of 
Rivers State to come together 
as to sustain the dream of the 
founding fathers.

Benard Birabi
A one-time senator of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria

I think, there is every need 
to celebrate Rivers State at 50. 
50 years is in the life of man, is 
a long time and therefore calls 
for celebration.

Rivers State at 50 years, has 
passed through several hud-
dles, both good and bad. For 
sure, it cannot be compared 
one to one with Lagos State, 
which was created at the same 
time. Lagos he noted, was the 
then Federal Capital territory 
and apart from that, had been 
in the hands of the owners; 
unlike Rivers State, which was 
governed by “foreigners”, who 
were not intereste d in her 
welfare or the development 
of the people and State. 

So, for Rivers State to attain 

the age of 50 years in spite of 
the obstacles, economic sabo-
tage and deprivations and is 
still what it is today, calls for 
a great celebration.

Alfred Diete-Spiff 
The First Military Admin-

istrator of Rivers State

I am the chief, Alfred Diete-
Spiff, I was born during the 
second world war and trained 
as a naval officer. I was the 
First Military Governor of 
Rivers State in 1967. I am also 
now the King of Twon Brass. 
It is gratifying to see Rivers 
State at 50. For me today, I 
feel 10 feet tall and even old 
enough to die because of the 
thought of the creation of Riv-
ers State and the landmark 
achievements. 

I thank God for the state 
and wish to see Rivers State 
in the next 50 years. By then, 
I want to see the State with all 
the basic amenities, telecom 
facilities, good road network 
and transportation and the 
Rivers State looking like Mi-
ami Florida, Las Vegas; having 
everything and everyb o dy 
living comfortably and having 
money in their pockets – an 
egalitarian society, where the 
rich, not too rich and the poor 
not-too-poor and people hav-
ing things to do.

Ann Kio-Briggs: An activ-
ist

I  rememb er the creation 
of Rivers State because I was 
15 years then.  I  rememb er 
the people that fought and 
the people that opposed the 
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IGNATIUS CHUKWU & DAVID EJIOHUO ate me and I mean it; I really 
dedicate this award to them.

Admiral Festus Pobeni – 
(Retired) Nigerian Permanent 
Ambassador to the Republic 
of Romenia.

Rivers at 50 years? Oh yes, 
it calls for a great celebration. 
There is every need to celebrate 
because it the dream of our four 
forefathers. Let the drums role 
out because it was the beginning 
of our people to come together 
and assert ourselves as one. Riv-
ers State at 50 is a blessing, not to 
only the Rivers people but also to 
the people of Bayelsa State, which 
is an extension of Rivers State. 
Apart from every other thing, for 
the fact that this State is 50 years 
and still kicking, it calls for celebra-
tions- Port Harcourt, the capital of 
Rivers State, the perceived capital 
of the Niger Delta region is here 
and I pray that it continues to 
serve as a unifying centre for all 
Niger Delta people.

Belly Gills Harry – The Presi-
dent of South-South Chamber of 
Commerce

Fifty years in the life of a man 
is an adult age and needs to be 
celebrated. As we celebrate, we 
need to however, ask some per-
tinent questions like, why are we 
celebrating, where are we in the 
scheme of things or are we cel-
ebrating our valued achievements 
or just the celebration in 1976. 

We have the States like Lagos 
that was created at the same time 
and if you put the two States to-
gether, do we still say that Rivers 
has something to rejoice about? 
Well, as we celebrate, let there 
be sober reflections and the need 
to go back to the drawing board 
and reflect on what we have 
done, what we are doing and 
what to be done in the next 50 
years. “We should also question 
what we have done economically, 
scientifically, culturally and in 
governance”.

creation of the State. It is re-
ally something to celebrate 
because we have stayed to-
gether and more so, the State 
has given birth to Bayelsa.

As we celebrate, there is, 
however, need for sober re-
fle ction b e caus e there are 
forces trying to tear the State 
apart for the political interest 
of Nigeria as a country and 
the e c onomic interest  and 
s elfishness of s ome p e ople 
from other parts of Nigeria. 
We have what it takes, if the 
forces against good will al-
low it.

Lt. Col. Musa Komo- A one-
time Military Administrator 
of Rivers State 1993-1996

I see flyovers and dualised 
roads everywhere

I am impressed with the 
development of Rivers State. 
When I was here, I remember 
that apart from Aba Express 
Way, there were no dualised 
roads in Port Harcourt. I did 
that of Ikwerre Road and that 
of Oluobasanjo but what I see 
now, I can hardly recognise 
most Roads because most of 
the roads have been dualised; 
dualisation is every where. I 
commend the infrastructural 
development in Port Harcourt 
because it is the bedrock of 
development and the much 
said dividends of democracy. 

I wish Rivers State could 
develop faster. Asked about 
what  he miss es  ab out  the 
Rivers State and if the people 
are lazy as often said by her 
detractors, the ex-Milad said 
he missed the uniqueness and 
friendlessness of the Rivers 
man. 

“A n d  i f  y o u  r e m e mb e r 
when we started the roads 
by the state ’s  Ministry of 
Works, via direct labour; we 
worked both day and night 
like Julius Berger and we were 
nicknamed road runners. 

Surely, lazy people do not 
work day and night”. I dedi-
cate my award to the people of 
Rivers State. I appreciate them 
for remembering to appreci-
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After series of meetings 
between the two arms of 
government, no one men-
tioned the word padding, al-
though ministers grumbled 
among themselves and I 
later realised how disap-
pointed the Acting President 
was, though he didn’t give 
off any emotions. Shortly be-
fore assenting to the budget, 
Osinbajo said the delay was 
largely due to disagreements

“This was largely due to 
disagreements we had about 
the changes introduced to 
our 2017 Budget proposals 
by the National Assembly…
the changes fundamentally 
affected some of our prior-
ity programmes and would 
make implementation ex-
tremely difficult and in some 
cases impossible.

“In sum, the engagements 
yielded acceptable results 
The most important be-
ing that the leadership of 
the National Assembly has 
given us a commitment 
that the National Assembly 
will re-instate the budget-
ary allocations for all the 
important executive proj-
ects, such as the railway 
standard gauge projects, the 
Mambilla Power Project, the 
Second Niger Bridge, the La-
gos - Ibadan Expressway etc. 
which they had reduced to 
fund some of the new proj-
ects they introduced”.

So, after an agreement 
was reached and he signed 
the budget, Mr. Osinbajo just 
had to let off some steam, 
of course he had to. Who 
would go completely quiet 
over such padding (let us 
call it what it is) anyway? 
Barely 24 hours after he 
signed the budget, the Bud-
get and National Planning 
office commenced planning 
for the 2018 budget and 
there the Acting President 
saw an opportunity to calm 
the frayed nerves of his 
team who I think may have 
also wondered why he let 
the discrepancies slide. He 
told them he too was disap-
pointed at the conduct of the 
National Assembly as they 
had no business introducing 
new projects into an execu-
tive bill.

According to him, when 
the executive presents an 
appropriation bill to the 
legislature they can amend 
figures or add to it but not 
to introduce entirely new 
projects into the bill.

did the same thing with the 
leaders from the South East 
who turned out in a larger 
number than those from 
the North. Besides reading 
out the same diplomatic riot 
act of ‘we love you and will 
not hesitate to whip you into 
line if you try to break the 
ranks’ he asked their lead-
ers to back their displeasure 
with a strong voice. They 
must also warn their youth 
(obviously speaking about 
the IPOB and other groups) 
against hate speeches. At 
the end of the day, whether 
we fight or disagree, we 
must come back to the table 
and continue to live as one 
strong, united Nigeria.

Meanwhile, have you 
noticed how grey Osinbajo 
is becoming? The stress of 
running the country alone 
is telling on him. I will talk 
about it a bit next week.

Last week, we finally 
moved past a pressing issue, 
the budget. Despite all the 
battles that many thought 
were raging over the ap-
proved estimates by the 
National Assembly, the gov-
ernment turned a blind eye 
and let it go.

So a month after the Na-
tional Assembly finally ap-
proved the spending plan 
which was presented before 
a joint session of the two 
chambers seven months 
earlier by President Buhari, 
AgP Osinbajo put pen to 
paper and signed it into an 
act. However, the drama and 
all that preceded this final 
signing is something to lend 
a thought to.

After the budget was 
laid in December, the Senate 
commenced processes two 
months after and finally 
tidied up three months later, 
not without a repeated story 
of the document missing 
and all of those tales I do 
not want to bore you with. 
When it arrived the Presi-
dency, May 19th, our ears 
tingled waiting to hear if 
there were tales of padding 
but Osinbajo and his team, 
seemed to have brought in 
diplomacy into the whole 
matter.

Truthfully, when I heard 
that there were over 400 
strange projects added to 
the budget, what first came 
to mind was the budget 
padding episode of last year 
and how President Buhari 
had immediately returned 
the document and publicly 
asserted he had never heard 
of a word padding till then. 
This time there was noth-
ing like that, even if the 
executive prepared for a 
show down, we were almost 
between the devil and the 
deep blue sea, having gone 
six months into the year 
without a budget, the best 
way to handle this matter 
was to apply diplomacy.

Osinbajo’s diplomacy on the 
budget and agitations

T
heodore Roosevelt, 
America’s  26th 
President, once said 
“speak softly and 

carry a big stick; you will go 
far.” This was enacted last 
week as Acting President 
Yemi Osinbajo asserted him-
self on the recent divisive 
call by some rabble-rousers 
in Kaduna that Igbos should 
leave the north in three 
months and subsequent 
national outrage, especially 
from groups in the south-
east.

AgP Osinbajo held a se-
ries of meetings that, hope-
fully, will calm the two 
agitating regions and bring 
things back down to nor-
mal. Recently, many have 
called for the balkanisation 
of the country which I do 
not consent to and strongly 
disagree with. President 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
also reiterated in very firm 
words that there will never 
be an alternative to a united 
Nigeria.

The three months ulti-
matum was issued by some 
so-called coalition of North-
ern groups including the 
Arewa Youth Consulta-
tive Forum, claiming Igbos 
will be forced out at the 
expiration of the October 1 
deadline if they didn’t leave. 
The ultimatum followed a 
successful sit-at-home order 
by the Nnamdi Kanu-led 
Indigenous People of Biafra, 
IPOB, on May 30, in the five 
southeastern states.

On Tuesday, Osinbajo 
held the first meeting with 
northern leaders and told 
them to stop hiding behind 
ethnic or religious lines and 
caution youths in their re-
gion to desist from sounding 
the drumbeats of war.

“We are determined 
to ensure the unity of the 
country along the lines of 
our constitution and I want 
to say that hate and divisive 
speech or divisive behav-
iour where it is illegal will 
be met with the full force of 
the law.

“And I want to ensure 
that there is no doubt at all 
that it is the resolve of the 
government that none will 
be allowed to get away with 
making speeches that can 
cause sedition or that can 
cause violence,” he said.

Again, it was German 
dictator Adolph Hitler that 
said: “When diplomacy ends, 
war begins.”

Osinbajo’s approach of 
bringing agitators to the 
table may hopefully pay 
off as it did with the Niger 
Delta militants. It is always 
better off for warring par-
ties to come to the table 
and talk about the object of 
their agitation before there 
is a breakdown, or don’t you 
agree?

The Acting President 

S
enate President 
Bukola Saraki has 
been confirmed as 
the keynote speaker 
at the opening cer-

emony of the 2017 annual 
Business Law Conference 
of the Nigerian Bar Asso-
ciation Section on Business 
Law (NBA-SBL) holding at 
Eko Hotel & Suites in Lagos 
today.

The two-and-a-half-day 
conference which spans 
June 18-20 is themed ‘Law 
and the Changing Face of Le-
gal Practice’ and will take an 
introspective look into the 
changing face of the legal 
profession and how Nige-
rian lawyers are preparing 
for the challenges ahead.

“We are excited at the 
prospect of another confer-
ence back in Lagos. We are 
also excited at the issues 
we have to deal with at this 
conference,” said Olumide 
Akpata, chairman, NBA-
SBL, at a press briefing to 
announce the conference.

“We are looking inwards 
this year, we are looking at 
issues that relate directly 
to the practice of law and 
lawyers themselves,” he said.

Olubunmi Fayokun, 
chairman, 2017 Conference 
Planning Committee, said 
this year’s conference, the 
11th edition, would seek to 
address the global evolution 
of legal practice, the future 
of the profession, innova-
tive trends and the impact 

of disruptive technology on 
the practice of law.

“The legal profession 
is changing, the world is 
changing. If we don’t pre-
pare ourselves and adapt, 
we would be left behind,” 
she said.

The conference, Fayokun 
said, would feature nine 
sessions with sub-themes 
that include ‘Redefining the 
Provision of Cross-Border 
Legal Services: Globalising 
Your Practice’, ‘Technology, 
Innovation and the Law 
Firm of the Future’, ‘Devel-
oping Skills and Capacity: 
Redefining the Architecture’, 
‘The Future of Legal Practice 
– Are You Ready?’, ‘Creating 
an Efficient System of Justice 
Delivery’, ‘Legal Services Pro-
curement – What Do Clients 
Really Want?’, ‘Dead Law-
yers Don’t Work – Embrac-
ing a Lifestyle of Health and 
Wellness’, and ‘The Changing 
Face of the Entertainment 
Industry – Prospects and 
Opportunities’.

“There will also be a Cor-
porate Counsels’ session, 
which will provide an oppor-
tunity for legal practitioners 
to network with general 
counsel and other in-house 
counsel,” she said.

High-powered resource 
persons have also been as-
sembled as speakers, chair-
persons and panellists at 
the sessions to ensure very 
enriching discussions and 
outcomes, Fayokun said.

These include, among 
others, Asue Ighodalo, im-

mediate past chairman of 
NBA-SBL and founding 
partner, Banwo & Ighodalo, 
Gbenga Oyebode, chair-
man, Aluko & Oyebode, 
Ingo Herbert, Consul Gen-
eral of the Federal Republic 
of Germany, Gerry Riskin, 
founding principal/chair-
man, Edge International, 
John Edokpolo, legal coun-
sel, Microsoft West, East 
& Southern Africa, George 
Etomi, principal partner, 
George Etomi & Partners, 
Jay Krishna, professor of 
Law, Indiana University, 
Nankunda Katangaza, co-
founder, Hook Tangaza, Do-
tun Sulaiman, chairman, 
Financial Reporting Council 
Nigeria, Seun Abimbola, 
Attorney-General of Oyo 
State, and Leo Stan Ekeh, 
MD, Zinox.

Meanwhile, the La-
gos State government has 
thrown the weight of its 
support behind the SBL for 
this year’s conference.

The NBA-SBL, a special 
arm of the Nigerian Bar As-
sociation which engenders 
the development of com-
mercial law and specialised 
commercial law practice 
in Nigeria, uses its annual 
conference to seek to create 
an environment for business 
lawyers within and outside 
Nigeria to network and en-
gage on issues relevant to 
their fields and to establish 
a thriving relationship be-
tween the business com-
munity and government 
institutions.
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Saraki to speak at 2017 NBA-SBL 
business law conference
CHUKS OLUIGBO

L-R: Priscilla Ogwemoh, secretary, NBA Section on Business Law; Olubunmi Fayokun, 2017 
Conference chair; Olumide Akpata, chair, NBA-SBL, and Seni Adio (SAN), vice chair, NBA-SBL.

…as conference opens in Lagos today

T
he Institute of Di-
rectors (IoD) Nigeria 
has announced a 
recent relocation 

of its national secretariat 
from 53 Glover Road, Ikoyi, 
Lagos to 28 Cameron Road, 
Ikoyi, Lagos.

In a statement, the Act-
ing Director-General/CEO 
IoD, Mohammed Jumba, 
explained that the reloca-

tion of the secretariat will 
enable the Institute serve 
the nation more effectively 
through the services it pro-
vides for its teeming mem-
bers. He added that the 
relocation is a step towards 
a befitting edifice for the 
Institute.

IoD Nigeria is a foremost 
leadership organisation 
founded in 1983 with the 

aim of safeguarding the 
integrity and status of di-
rectorship as a profession by 
serving as the professional 
body for directors to help 
them fulfill their legal and 
professional responsibilities 
for the benefit of business 
and society. The Institute 
currently has three regional 
offices in Abuja, Port Har-
court and Abeokuta.

Institute of Directors Nigeria announces office relocation
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So much concern has been 
expressed over the undue 
delay in the passage of the 

long-awaited Petroleum Industry 
Bill which seeks to address the 
critical challenges bedeviling the 
Nigeria’s oil and gas industry, 
which eventually passed through 
second reading on the floor of the 
House of Representatives, last 
Thursday. It is however, impor-
tant to set the record straight that 
the House had at the twilight of 
the Seventh Assembly passed the 
PIB and transmitted it for concur-
rence at the Senate, which failed 
to concur. Some of the lawmakers 
still believe that version should 
have been revisited as it addressed 
virtually all the issues raised in 
the three bills passed by both 
Chambers recently. As analysed by 
some of the lawmakers who spoke 
during the debate on the bills, the 
legislative framework on Petro-
leum Producing Host Community’s 
Participation, cost and benefit 
sharing among the government, 
petroleum exploration companies 
and Petroleum Host Communi-
ties and for Related Matters’ is so 
much important to the extent that 
it has the potential of determining 
the revenue accruable to Nigerian 
government and the investors. 
For the Ad-hoc Committee on PIB 
chaired by Ado Doguwa, Majority 
Chief Whip and his peers, no time 
should be wasted to convey the 
public hearing where all the gov-
ernment agencies, multinationals, 
private investors, host communi-
ties and other interested parties 
are expected to make input into 
the proposals passed by the House. 
I dare need to urge all the lawmak-
ers involved in the committee, not 
to compromise national interest 
for any piece meal that could fur-
ther aggravate the rot within the 

industry, considering the spate of 
agitation playing out sequel to the 
passage of the bill. It is no longer 
news that, timely passage of PIB 
by both Chambers will boost ease 
of doing business in the country, 
where Nigeria currently source 
about 80 percent of its revenue 
and foreign exchange earnings. A 
definite timeline should be set to 
conclude the exercise.

Also on Wednesday, the House 
passed a bill which seeks to es-
tablish the National Institute for 
Cancer Research and Treatment of 
Patients in Nigeria and for connect-
ed purpose, through third reading. 
With this development, the bill 
is to be transmitted to the Senate 
for concurrence. The House had 
during the fourth quarter of 2016 
called for immediate provision of 
radiography machines in all Fed-
eral Health institutions across the 
country. A World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) report categorised 
Nigeria as having the highest can-
cer death rates in Africa in which 
a conservative number of 10,000 
related deaths are recorded annu-
ally while about 250,000 new cases 
are recorded yearly and breast and 
cervical cancer are the commonest. 
According to information sourced 
on internet, cost of refurbished GE 
digital X-ray systems range from 
$59,500 to $125,000. The lawmak-
ers during the plenary session spe-
cifically urged Federal Government 
to take steps towards encouraging 
all State Governments to procure 
radiography machines and train 
their personnel on the use of the 
facility. The 22 Federal Medical 
Centers established by Federal 
Government are located in state 
capital, especially in situations 
where the apex secondary health 
institution run by the state does 
not adequately meet the demands 

for specialist health care by the 
citizenry.

Similarly, the bill for an Act to 
establish the Federal University 
of Petroleum Resources, Effurum 
also scaled through third reading. 
Another bill which scaled through 
second reading are: ‘A bill to amend 
the Maritime operations coordi-
nation Board Act, Cap M4, LFN, 
2004, reconstituting the maritime 
operations coordination Board for 
effective control of all maritime 
operations in Nigeria’s territorial 
waters and the exclusive economic 
zone, create the maritime security 
fund, establish anti-piracy offences 
and for related matters’.

Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives on Thursday worried 
over the loss of 3500MW of electric-
ity generation and about $400 mil-
lion carbon credit due to unabated 
gas flaring in Nigeria. The concern 
was raised during the debate on 
the motion sponsored by Kingsley 
Chinda, who called for investigation 
into the violation of the Associated 
Gas Re-injection Act and loss of 
revenue due to gas flaring.

It is so disheartening to note that 
the complacency of those saddled 
with the regulation of the oil and 
gas have failed in the discharge of 
their responsibilities or better put, 
compromised in the course of inter-
acting with the cabal/money bags 
in the sector. For God’s sake, many 
of the ailments afflicting us today, 
including the climate change were 
fallouts of their failure. I hope puni-
tive measures will be put in place to 
reverse the frivolous of doing busi-
ness in that sector, when the new 
legislative framework eventually 
comes into place.

Also during the just ended leg-
islative week, the House adopted a 
motion which exposed the diver-
sion of whooping sum of N2 billion 

by Abuja Investment Company 
Limited (AICL) is to be investigated 
by the House of Representatives. 
To this end, the House mandated 
its committee on Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) to investigate the 
allegation, with a view to expos-
ing the alleged diversion of funds 
and inefficiency and report back 
within three weeks for further 
legislative action.

Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives had on Thursday frowned 
at Federal Government’s flagrant 
disobedience to court judgements. 
In particular, the House condemned 
the initial refusal to release Nnamdi 
Kanu and the continued incarcera-
tion of Sambo Dasuki, former Na-
tional Security Adviser (NSA) and 
Sheikh El-Zakzaky despite the bail 
applications granted by Court of 
competent jurisdiction. To this end, 
the Lower Chamber resolved to set 
up an Ad-hoc Committee to interface 
with the Minister of Information and 
Culture, Attorney General of the 
Federation and Minister of Justice, 
Director General of Department of 
State Service, President of Nigeria 
Bar Association and other stakehold-
ers on the effects of disobedience 
of court judgements/orders by the 
Federal Government and its damage 
to the image of the nation and report 
back within six weeks for further 
legislative action. The House of 
Representatives at the Wednesday 
plenary  resolved to set up an Ad-
hoc Committees that will investigate 
over $1.5 billion crude oil revenue 
alleged lost by Nigerian Petroleum 
Development Company (NPDC). The 
resolution was passed following the 
adoption of the motion on the “al-
leged infractions in the operations 
and activities of NPDC, the persist-
ing lack of capacity and attendant 
revenue losses to Nigeria,” sponsored 
by Ahmed Abu (APC-Niger).

The proponent of the mo-
tion, observed that the Company 
which was established in 1988 
as a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) with the 
mandate to participate in petro-
leum exploration and production 
activities, currently owns and 
operates several oil and gas fields 
and infrastructure in the Niger 
Delta region. “Apart from creating 
an additional source of revenue 
for the country, the NPDC was es-
tablished to also develop Nigeria’s 
local capacity in the industry to 
enable sustainable development 
and profitability but allegations 
of unethical and questionable ac-
tions by the company appear to be 
hindering the attainment of those 
objectives.

With the dispatch of the law-
makers for a two weeks recess, 
many bills and public hearings are 
still pending. More importantly, so 
much is expected from the Legis-
tive arm in regards to oversight 
of Ministries, Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) that will be re-
sponsible for the implementation 
of the N7.441 trillion d for the 
2017 financial year.

PIB, power situation and other matters

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

As Acting President Yemi 
Osinbajo steers the ship 
of the country, one thing 

he must learn fast is not to reig-
nite a face-off with other arms 
of government. 

One needs not study rocket 
science to know that the Acting 
President is a unifying factor as 
reflected not only in his visits 
to some parts of the country 
to calm frayed nerves but also 
his recent meeting with cross-
section of leaders at the Aso Rock 
Villa over the three months quit 
notice issued to Igbos to leave the 
northern region by a coalition of 
Northern youths. 

Just when the National As-
sembly seemed to have over-
looked Osinbajo’s comments 
suggesting that Ibrahim Magu 

does not need Senate screening 
to be confirmed as head of the 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), the parlia-
ment is not taking the recent 
remarks of the Acting President 
on the 2017 Budget lightly. 

The Acting President had 
signed the N7.44trillion budget 
on Monday, June 12. But speak-
ing the following day at the Old 
Banquet Hall of the Aso Rock 
Presidential Villa in Abuja while 
flagging off the 2018 budget 
preparation, the Professor of 
Law had declared that the Na-
tional Assembly had no right 
to introduce new projects or 
modify those contained in an 
appropriation bill. 

The first poser that comes to 
mind is: was the Acting Presi-
dent under duress to sign the 
budget into law? The answer is 
obviously No, judging by the ‘let-
ter’ by President Muhammadu 
Buhari to Minister of Budget 
and National Planning Udoma 
Udo Udoma, directing the Act-
ing President to sign the budget.

It bits my imagination that 
the Acting President would sign 
a document and turn around 360 
Degrees to condemn same. 

According to the 1999 Con-
stitution of the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, the President has a 
30-day window within which 
to assent to the budget. But he 
signed the document and turned 
around 24 hours later to rubbish 
same. 

If he was not comfortable 
with the power of the National 
Assembly to revise estimates 
proposed by the executive arm 
of government, the proper thing 
to do was to approach the Su-
preme Court for interpretation 
of Section 80 of the constitution, 
which grants the National As-
sembly the power to approve ap-
propriated public funds, rather 
than assuming the status of the 
Judicial arm of government by 
‘interpreting’ the law. 

L at e  P r e s i d e n t  U m a r u 
Yar’Adua approached the apex 
court in 2008 for interpretation 
of the same section of the Consti-
tution but later sought political 
solution. 

The present administration 
should do nothing less: approach 
the highest court of the land to 
settle the matter once and for all 
or seek political solution. The last 
option will not be a herculean 
task since the leadership of the 

National Assembly is from the 
ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC). 

The Buhari government 
should not treat this matter like 
the anti-corruption war which 
has been won in the court of 
public opinion but lost in the law 
courts, judging by the high pro-
file corruption cases dismissed 
by various courts so far. 

From all indications, the Na-
tional Assembly seemed to have 
bounced back to life, following 
the acquital of Senate President 
Bukola Saraki last week by the 
Code of Conduct Tribunal (CCT) 
of 18-count charge. 

Saraki’s aides who spoke to 
me in confidence after the judg-
ment by the Tribunal, heaved 
a sigh of relief at the judgment, 
saying his boss had been dis-
tracted in the last two years that 
the legal tussle lingered. “Now 
that the veil has been lifted, it is 
time to get to work,” he tells me.

A mild drama ensued at the 
CCT after the judgment as the 
picture of controversial sena-
tor Dino Melaye, lifting up Oga, 
went viral on the Internet last 
week. This is reminiscent of 
when a team wins a major tour-
nament in football but the only 

difference here is that only one 
player, Melaye, is involved in his 
attempt to lift up the ‘coach’. But 
come to think of it, why didn’t 
the protocol officers and secu-
rity men checkmate the excited 
lawmaker? What if a mishap 
had happened, like mistakenly 
throwing Oga on the floor? 

Dino was not the only senator 
who could not control the surge 
of adrenalin following the judg-
ment. Minority Leader Godswill 
Akpabio attributed the surge in 
the country’s equities market by 
1.38 percent at the close of trad-
ing on the floor of the Nigerian 
Stock Exchange on Wednesday - 
same day the CCT judgment was 
delivered - to the victory of the 
nation’s Number Three citizen at 
the Tribunal. 

Although one of the reasons 
that influence share prices is 
political factor, attributing the 
surge to the lawmaker’s acquittal 
is simply playing to the gallery. 
This could be attributed to the 
Acting President’s efforts at sup-
pressing the raging drumbeats 
of war by regional groups in the 
country.  

The upper legislative cham-
ber has embarked on break and 
will resume on July 4, 2017.

Acting President, exercise caution!
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Needless distraction over 2017 budget

I
t is no longer news that Acting 
President, Professor Yemi 
Osinbajo has signed the N7.44 
trillion2017 appropriation 
bill into law. For a nation 

that is currently experiencing 
tough economic challenges, the 
signing of the budget should, no 
doubt, be cheering news. It is 
expected that swift implementation 
of the budget would improve the 
economy, reduce unemployment 
and improve infrastructure across 
the country.

 Meanwhile, it is important to 
reflect on a particular issue that one 
feels was an unnecessary distraction 
in the whole 2017 budget signing 
narrative. Nigerians were still 
heaving a sigh of relief that the 2017 
appropriation bill has, at last, been 
singned into law, only for Senior 
Special Assistant to President Buhari 
on Media and Publicity, Garba 
Shehu, to bring in a rather pointless 
angle to the subject.  

  According to reports, Garba 
Shehu in a statement confirmed 
that his principal had asked 
Osinbajo to assent to the budget. 
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The statement reads: “Following 
the receipt of a full brief on the 
2017 Appropriation Bill as passed 
by the National Assembly, and to 
buttress the unity at the highest 
level of government, President 
Muhammadu Buhari has indicated 
that it is in the interest of the nation’s 
economy for the Acting President, 
Professor Yemi Osinbajo, to sign the 
Appropriation Bill into law”.

  Now, the question is: of what 
essence is this information and what 
actually is the intention or intentions 
of Garba in issuing the statement? 
Though Garba sneakily pretended 
to be deploying his statement to 
highlight “the unity at the highest 
level of government”, he, no doubt, 
has other intents.

  And, perhaps, part of these 
other aims might be to present the 
Acting President as a lame duck 
who cannot perform such a routine 
task as signing a budget except he 
takes order from the President. 
Really,  things happen at the 
corridors of power! Several political 
maneuverings that neither add value 
to governance nor improve the well 
being of the people take place at 
the power corridor all for the sake 
of relevance and self preservation.

 Till date, President Muhammadu 
Buhari has demonstrated his resolve 
to stick to constitutional provisions 
with regards to transmitting power to 
his deputy whenever there is a need 
for such. But then, it should not be 

surprising if some of the President’s 
aides are not too comfortable 
with this. So, it wouldn’t be odd 
if they engage in acts that might 
sometimes undermine the Acting 
President’s sphere of influence, 
albeit surreptitiously.    

  Garba’s ostensibly harmless 
statement falls perfectly into this 
picture. Part of what Garba wanted to 
achieve through the statement is to 
divert attention from the main issue, 
which in this case is the signing of 
the budget by the Acting President. 
Without a doubt, it is expected that 
the Acting President communicates 
from time to time on salient national 
issues with the President. It would be 
quite unusual if such doesn’t take 
place. Therefore, we don’t need a 
Garba to tell us that the President 
sent a letter which he personally 
signed to the Acting President on 
the budget issue. It is unnecessary 
and irrelevant. 

Garba and his likes, at the 
corridors of power, must come to 
term with the reality of the moment. 
The ordinary Nigerians are fed 
up with unnecessary politicking 
and cheap power play that lead 
to nowhere. In all sincerity, what 
is there to celebrate in the signing 
of a budget in the middle of the 
year?   This is June for Christ sake! 
Rather than apologize on behalf of 
his principal that things have gotten 
this far, all Garba wanted was to 
see how he could score a needless 
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political point for his principal in the 
midst of the entire saga.

 By issuing the statement, what 
exactly does Garba expects from 
Nigerians? Applaud the President for 
being so ‘magnanimous?  Throw up 
a thanksgiving service to express our 
gratitude to God for giving us such a 
thoughtful President?

 Garba and others like him should 
leave President Buhari alone. What 
the President truly needs at this point 
is the prayer of every Nigerian as well 
as sufficient time to recuperate so he 
could have the stamina he requires 
to get back to work. The hawks and 
the so called ‘cabals’ at the corridors 
of power should let the President and 
the country be. Trying to set up the 
President against Osinbajo wouldn’t 
do anyone much good at this point 
in time.

  This is not the time for undue 
meddlesomeness in crucial national 
matters. There are too many burning 
national issues that are begging 
for attention.    We have an ailing 
economy to contend with. Insecurity 
is still an issue. Infrastructure across 
the country needs to be improved 
upon. Unemployment, inflation, 
unstable power, and ethnic/tribal 
crisis among others are still quite 
rife. At the end of the day, it is the 
ability of the current administration 
to creatively address some of these 
issues that would surely endear it 
to the hearts of Nigerians. Not some 
pointless nosy statements!
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N
ot too long ago, 
t h e  p e a c e  a n d 
s e c u r i t y  o f 
Nigeria ruptured, 
while the country 

suddenly found itself by a cliff-
hanger. The possible collapse of 
the country looked visible, as 
it struggled for succour under 
the silhouette of Boko Haram 
terrorism. This happened because 
the immediate past government, 
by acts of commission or omission 
made Boko Haram invincible. 

The real battle to contain 
the rampaging Boko Haram 
commenced in 2015. No sooner 
than he assumed power than 
P r e s i d e n t  B u h a r i  o r d e r e d 
the relocation of the military 
headquarters to the stronghold 
of the militants in the northeast 
zone of the country. That decision 
has produced unassailable results.

  Today, the battle against 
terrorism is as good as won, while 
the gallant Nigerian military 
holds the credit. Leaving out the 
swift intervention by the present 
government, Boko Haram, many 
agre e d,  would have within 
months overran at least half of 
Nigeria, hoisting its flags all over 
in triumph. 

The zeal by the Buhari’s 

Glitziness,  Pageantry and 
vibes are some of the unique 
features of Lagos State. This 

is expectedly so, perhaps, because 
of the position of the State as the 
entertainment hub of Africa. The 
vibrancy and vibes of the State 
came into full expression at the just 
concluded Lagos @ 50 celebration 
where the various activities put 
together to celebrate the golden jubilee 
of the State created on the 27th of 
May, 1967 was the centre of attraction 
throughout the entire period.

The just concluded roadmap 
activities for the celebration of the 
State’s Golden Jubilee started with 
the simulation of the Three Wise 
Men of Lagos ‘Agbagba Meta” across 
the metropolis through several 
entertaining and educative shows 
and talks to the May 28th – 29th 
concerts, featuring new, old and 
legend musical artists. The concerts 
came to a climax at the wee hour 
of May 29th with astonishing 
fireworks. All these activities have 
not only created a brand for Lagos 
but have further drew attention 
of the international community 
to the Centre of Excellence  and 
reaffirmed the State’s position as the 
entertainment hub of the continent.

To a  che eky lay man,  the 
celebration was nothing but a 
show of glamour in line with the 
‘Eko for show’ signature of Lagos. 
But then, beyond the glamorous 
depiction of the State, the golden 
jubilee celebration presented a 
golden opportunity to open up, 
strengthen and cement diverse 
economic relationships with other 

Falana: A tantrum misfired

Beyond the razzmatazz of Lagos @ 50 celebration
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government to contain terrorism in 
Nigeria looked unflagging though, 
yet, it soon began to contend with 
a dilemma of another danger posed 
by the growing influence of the 
Islamic Movement of Nigeria (IMN) 
led by fiery Sheik Ibrahim Yaqoub 
El Zakzaky. 

The struggle for relevance by 
IMN was taking a mind-boggling 
dimension b efore President 
Buhari stepped in. Palpable terror 
had enveloped Zaria and the rest 
of Kaduna state where the Shiite 
sect had its headquarters. The 
Movement had its own army and 
command structure. 

According to reports, some 
c o u n t r i e s  o u t s i d e  N i g e r i a 
believed that the Shia Muslims 
had their own government 
within Nigeria while adherents 
struggled to prove that point 
to the world in different ways. 
In December 2015, some IMN 
militants strangely dared the 
Nigerian army In Zaria. The Chief 
of Army Staff, Lt General Tukur 
Buratai had a raw deal with 
Shia militants who attacked his 
convoy in Zaria. 

The arrest and detention of El 
Zakzaky by security operatives 
offered some measures of relief. 
The government of Kaduna State 

states and indeed the world at large.
The Governor had said that in 

the midst of the celebration lies 
the journey to lay a template that 
would make the future better than 
today, adding that important new 
chapter containing fresh pages of 
politics, development and renewed 
economic reengineering in Lagos 
state begins.

The State has emerged as one 
of the fastest growing economies 
in Africa. The future promises 
even greater advancement as 
Lagos works with focus towards 
becoming a smart city, commercial 
and industrial hub of sub-Saharan 
Africa.

At the first census in 1871, the 
city was home to just over 28,000 
people; by 1952, the population 
stood at over 252,000. In the 1970s, 
estimates ranged widely from near 
600,000 to 1,500,000. These figures 
are not necessarily accurate, but 
show the phenomenal growth of the 
State over the years. Lagos presently 
has over 20 million residents.

There were no train services in 
the city, the closest train station was 
at  Ìddó, on the bridgehead to the 
island. The automobile is thus the 
best means by which to get to the 
city. There were no traffic tailbacks, 
or “go slow” in Nigerian popular 
language. Commercial vehicles, 
both buses and taxicabs, were 
available in reasonable number. 
Parking spaces were not so difficult 
to find.

  In Lagos of 1960s, the number 
of private cars increased to 8,800 
licensed across the city; between 
1970 and 1974, over 42,000 cars 

G arba Shehu “Overzealous” 
for explaining the reasons for 
their  c ontinue d detention. 
While Lai Mohammed cited 
National Security as a reason 
for the detention of El Zakzaky 
and Dasuki,  the President’s 
spokesman, Mallam Garba Shehu 
dwelt on numerous litigations 
pending against them and which 
had not been trashed as chief 
reason. Neither the Information 
Minister, nor the President’s 
s p o ke s m a n  d i d  a ny  w ro n g 
educating Nigerians on issues at 
stake. It, however, amounted to a 
betrayal of emotion for the Lagos 
lawyer to ask Acting president 
Yemi O sinbajo  to  sanction 
the duo for performing their 
duties as spokespersons for the 
government and the President 
respectively. 

Indeed, Falana should not be 
unmindful that the perceived 
violation of national security and 
the attendant crises traceable to 
extra-legal actions by El Zakzaky 
and Dasuki are reasons they are 
still under investigations and 
have remained in detention. He 
also should not be unmindful of 
the consequences of failure by 
the government to address the 
problems that arose from alleged 

witnessed significant boost as 
owners of small  and medium scale 
enterprises recorded reasonable 
patronage, makers of the Eyo fabrics 
also experienced sales boom while 
owners of hotels, guest houses 
just to mention a few were not 
left out. Same goes for those in the 
entertainment industry in Lagos 
State.

Drawing notes from several 
criticisms that greeted the decision 
of the State Government to roll 
out drums to celebrate its fiftieth 
anniversary, it will be instructive 
to say that the celebration apart 
from boosting the economy, also 
provided a platform for promoting 
and preserving the future of Lagos 
with an articulated look and foray 
into Lagos in the next fifty years.

K n o w i n g  t h a t  n o  p l a c e 
can succeed without adequate 
information of where it’s coming 
from (history), the celebration 
also dwelt extensively on the 
rich historical background of the 
state. Although the gains of these 
may not be readily quantified in 
monetary term, the Lagos at 50 
celebrations provided an avenue 
for the documentation of some very 
useful information about Lagos 
State for posterity.

The current administration 
in the state is convinced that 
arts, entertainment and tourism 
as well as sports are veritable 
areas for job creation and youth 
engagement. This explains the 
massive investment of the State 
Government in the sector while 
also not neglecting other critical 
sectors too.

unpatriotic  and subversive 
reflexes of the two in exercise of 
their freedom at different points.

  For instance, Dasuki had 
wronged his country by failing to 
live up to the status of his office 
given his alleged involvement in 
looting and squandering of the 
commonwealth of Nigeria when 
serving the past government of 
President Goodluck Jonathan. 
He is being accused of taking 
custody of a huge sum of $2.1 
billion and acquiescing in sharing 
the loot just to guarantee the 
return of Jonathan to power 
in 2015. No one should forget 
how ill-equipped soldiers died 
fighting Boko Haram because the 
Jonathan’s government deployed 
the money meant for purchase 
of arms and ammunitions to 
p ro s e c ut e  t h e  w a r  a g a i n s t 
t e r ro r i s m  fo r  s e l f - s e r v i n g 
ventures. The $2.1 billion so 
squandered, if properly dispensed 
has enough muscle to complete 
the prop os e d Kano-Kaduna 
railway project, construct new 
classrooms in every secondary 
school across the federation 
or turn Nigeria into an export 
oriented agricultural hub with 
proper mobilisation of competent 
farmers.

This passion, hinged on the 
a c ro ny m ;  ‘ T H E S E ’  ( To u r i s m , 
H o s p i t a l i t y,  E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
and Sports for Excellence) was 
reaffirmed throughout the Jubilee 
celebration period.  The Government 
is leveraging on the potency of 
‘THESE’ as a vehicle that would 
bring about the much expected 
development across key sectors of 
the economy. Indeed, there abounds 
vast economic opportunities in 
entertainment, tourism and arts 
sectors that can boost the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) of the 
State and produce creative talents 
of international repute.

With the current economic 
situation of the country, the pursuit 
of T.H.E.S.E. has become an urgent 
necessity. Before now, Lagos has 
played host to a number of high-
rated entertainment events. An 
evening of jazz in commemoration 
of 2016 International Jazz Day was 
hosted by the State Governor, the 
state government also played host 
to the 2016 AFRIMA as well as the 
maiden Lagos Street Party held last 
year while Lagos also recorded a 
remarkable showing at the 2016 
edition of Nottingham and Toronto 
Carnivals.

Governor Ambode’s tenacity in 
the advancement of T.H.E.S.E. is a 
reflection of his massive passion 
for the arts. Till date, the governor 
remains a major rallying point 
for both established and budding 
national entertainers.

Lagosians are urge d to b e 
expectant as the positives of the 
celebration in no time will become 
more evident for all.
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joined in the battle to limit the 
cataclysm, which the IMN was 
adding to the tension in Nigeria. 
It outlawed the movement in 
Kaduna, while other northern 
states followed suit. 

Nigerians, most especially in 
the northern part rose against 
the Movement, contending that 
Nigeria should be saved the agony of 
prolonged war that may sprout from 
unresolved problems of religiosity. 
For an already traumatized 
nation, Boko Haram and the Shia 
Movement had constituted a twin 
nightmare, whereas a mishandling 
of the trouble could increase national 
woes. 

T h e  ab o ve  n a r rat i ve  o n 
the danger of having another 
religious sect let loose against 
Nigeria, after a prolonged war 
with Boko Haram, is the reason 
many may not agree with the 
hard stance by Lagos lawyer, Mr. 
Femi Falana against the Federal 
Government on the continued 
detention of El Zakzaky and 
former National Security Adviser, 
Sambo Dasuki, after the Court 
had ordered their release.  

Mr. Falana, while calling for 
immediate release of El Zakzaky, 
branded two presidential aides, 
Alhaji Lai Mohammed and Malam 

were registered. In 1985, nearly 
20,000 minibuses, 6,000 midi-buses, 
and 30,000 taxis were estimated to 
run in metropolitan Lagos. Some 
high-rising structures present 
across the State now were nowhere 
to be found in the 60s. Organized 
commercial sightseeing tours of the 
city were rare, yet the island is full of 
historical sites. A major monument 
then was the Iga Ìdúngànràn, official 
residence of the Oba of Lagos on 
Upper King Street and the Old 
Secretariat, built in 1906 to house 
colonial offices.

W i t h  w h a t  i s  p r e s e n t l y 
on ground in the State, it is an 
unarguable fact that Lagos has 
actually come of age with arrays of 
developmental strides littered all 
across the metropolis. How the State 
has managed to navigate through 
all these, considering the daunting 
pressure put on its infrastructures 
by its  overly and increasing 
population is a big surprise to many.

While many are so concerned 
with the financial implication which 
the celebration might gulp from the 
State Government, little attention is 
paid to the gains of the celebration. 
To a greater extent, the celebration 
has succeeded in drawing the 
a t t e n t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
communities to the State more 
than before. It is gratifying to report 
that what the state government 
spent on the anniversary was 
essentially realized from sponsors 
who supported the venture.

The boom experience by the 
economy during this period was 
another milestone. The economy 
of the State within this period 
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Note: This ar t icle was 
first published in 2013. It is 
reprinted here against the 
backdrop of current devel-
opments in the country.

I
f you want to hear 
the truth about your-
self, the best person 
to ask is always your 

enemy because your friend 
wouldn’t want to hurt you. 
It’s most likely your en-
emy who would be bold 
enough, in a fit of anger, 
to call you ‘smelly mouth’, 
and then you would be so 
ashamed that you would 
go look for the best and 
most effective mouthwash 
in town to cure your hali-
tosis. Your enemy would 
have done you a world of 
good. I think this is what 
Femi Fani-Kayode (FFK) 
has done for the Igbo, even 
though I don’t believe he is 
an enemy.

I will not dwell on all 
the points that the former 
aviation minister raised in 
his article “The bitter truth 
about the Igbos”, which, 
understandably, has gone 
viral on the internet and 
social media. Just to say 

The ‘truth’ Fani-Kayode told the Igbo
that while he was wrong 
on many counts, choosing 
to stand history on its head, 
on the issue of ownership 
of Lagos, he merely re-
echoed what Alhaji Usman 
Liman said in the Northern 
House of Assembly in Feb-
ruary-March 1964: “North 
is for Northerners, East for 
Easterners, West for West-
erners, and the Federation 
is for us all.” Here are por-
tions of Fani-Kayode’s ar-
ticle to illustrate my point:

“I have never heard of 
a Yoruba wanting to give 
the impression to the world 
that he is an Igbo, an Ijaw, 
an Efik or a Hausa-Fulani 
or claiming that he is a co-
owner of Port Harcourt, 
Enugu, Calabar, Kano or 
Kaduna. Yet more often 
than not some of those that 
are not of Yoruba extrac-
tion but that have lived 
in Lagos for some part of 
their lives have tried to 
claim that they are bona 
fide Lagosians and honor-
ary members of the Yoruba 
race. Clearly, it is time for 
us to answer the national-
ity question. These matters 
have to be settled once and 
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for all...
“Lagos and the south-

west are the land and the 
patrimony of the Yoruba 
and we will not allow any-
one, no matter how fond of 
them we may be, to take it 
away from us or share it 
with us in the name of ‘be-
ing nice’, ‘patriotism’, ‘one 
Nigeria’ or anything else. 
The day that the Yoruba 
are allowed to lay claim 
to exactly the same rights 
and privileges that the 
indigenous people in non-
Yoruba states and zones 
enjoy and the day they 
can op erate fre ely and 
b e c ome c ommissioners 
and governors in the Niger 
Delta states, the north, the 
Middle Belt and the south-
east we may reconsider our 
position. But up until then 
we shall not do so. Lagos is 
not a ‘no-man’s land’ but 
the land and heritage of 
the Yoruba people. Oth-
ers should not try to claim 
what is not theirs...

“Guests, no matter how 
welcome, esteemed, cher-
ished and valued they are, 
cannot become the own-
ers of the house no matter 

how comfortable they are 
made to fe el within it . 
Those guests will always 
be guests. Lagos belongs 
to the Yoruba and to the 
Yoruba alone. ALL others 
that reside there are guests, 
though some guests are 
far closer to us than oth-
ers. The Igbos are the least 
close, the most distant and 
the least familiar with our 
customs and our ways.”

Well, I think Fani-Kayo-
de has given the Igbo a raw 
piece of his mind, and he 
made sense to me. I’m not 
particularly interested in 
what the Nigerian consti-
tution guarantees Nigerian 
citizens; the constitution 
has hardly protected any 
citizen at critical moments. 
You may also argue that, 
as a former federal capital, 
Lagos is a peculiar case, 
but does that make it any 
less a Yoruba territory? 
So,  b eyond the insults, 
half-truths and the out-
right distortion of history 
that he dished out, what I 
think FFK has said to the 
Igbo is this: you may have 
contributed to the devel-
opment of Lagos, but you 
really have no stake when 
the chips are down. So, go 
back home and develop 
your homeland.

If we understand it this 
way, then it will boil down 
to the very same thing 
some of us have been tell-
ing ourselves for aeons. 
Some months ago I  did 
a two-part piece “Igbos, 
think home!” published in 
BusinessDay. Before then 
I had aske d, “Are Igb os 
suffering from collective 
amnesia?” In “Igbos, think 
home!” particularly, I urged 

the Igbo Diaspora to begin 
to think of returning some 
of their investments to 
Igboland. This is basically 
because, following ugly 
incidences in many parts 
of the country in recent 
times, not a few Nigerians 
are asking: can this coun-
try ever be one? They are 
right in asking – don’t mind 
the hullaballoo about cen-
tenary celebration.

This is certainly not 
what we all desire, but 
for now it’s the reality we 
know. The Nigeria of our 
collective dream has yet to 
happen – a Nigeria where 
every citizen, irrespective 
of his ethnic nationality or 
state of origin, can freely 
live in any part of the coun-
try without any fear of mo-
lestation, and be counted as 
a bona fide citizen of that 
area and have equal rights 
and privileges with every 
other person there with-
out any discrimination, 
without being constantly 
reminded of whence he or 
his father before he came. 
Until then, let’s continue 
to think along ethnic lines; 
let’s continue to live with 
these primordial divisive 
sentiments – the very sen-
timents that Femi Fani-
Kayode’s article has again 
brought to the fore.

So, while we wait for 
that Nigeria to happen, I 
continue to urge my Igbo 
brothers in Lagos to heed 
Fani-Kayo de’s warning 
and desist from desiring 
Lagos as their own. Lagos 
does not and cannot belong 
to the Igbo. Igbo people in 
Lagos and other parts of 
Nigeria should remember 
that they are in those plac-

Fighting in public: The ulti-
mate self-disrespect

T
he concept of self-re-
spect is one that many 
people fail to under-
stand. Self-respect has 

nothing to do with insisting that 
others revere or defer to you. As 
a matter of fact, an individual 
possessing self-respect never 
demands for the respect of oth-
ers. Human beings are social 
creatures. Intuitively, we are 
able to recognise people who 
deserve our respect and they are 
usually those who have respect 
for themselves.  It is a sublime 
principle: respect yourself, and 
others will respect you. One 
classic way of showing utter 
disrespect for oneself, is to fight 
in public or engage in any form 
of altercation. There is absolutely 
no excuse for doing this regard-
less of the degree of provocation.

 What will be your reaction if 
someone provoked your spouse 
in your presenceat an event? 
Whenever I ask this question 
in class, most people, both male 
and female, exclaim and affirm 
that they would fight and teach 
the fella a lesson. I believe that 
most people make this decision 
because they do not take the 
time to think things through 
and because we usually go into 
a fight believing that we can win. 
However, that is not usually the 
case. The other fellow, though 
weaker or smaller looking may 
turn out to be stronger. And if 
this be the case, then you will 
be in for a sound beating in the 
presence of your dear wife! Or 
what if you are indeed stronger 
and after throwing one punch 

nity, or technological or musical 
savviness; rather, it gives people 
the impression that the person 
lacks exposure and sophistica-
tion. In fact, the louder, shriller 
and weirder your ringtone is, 
the more uncouth a person ap-
pears.  There are ringtones and 
caller IDs that are inappropriate 
for official cell phones. Do abstain 
from using ringtones with reli-
gious, sexual, rock, African beat 
music, etc. For office cell phones, 
kindly use the regular default or 
sober ringtone that comes with 
the phone.

Many phones come with 
these profiles:
• Loud •Quiet•Vibrate•Normal 
•Medium

Learn to use your phone’s 
profiles like silent ring and vi-
brate to handle the times when 
your phone would bother oth-
ers if it rang. Fortunately, every 
phone is built with a silent/
vibrate mode, therefore, you are 
without excuse if you neglect to 
utilise these facilities. Apply this 
rule most especially when you 
are in a room full people, be it a 
seminar, church service, cinema 
or wherever. 

(Excerpt from The Art of Re-
finement by Mavi Isibor).

at the other fellow, he collapses 
and dies?  What then becomes 
of you?

The truth is that a show of 
physical strength in public is a 
gross display of lack of decorum, 
self dignity and self discipline; 
not to mention the fact that it is 
downright dangerous. Fighting 
in public is a complete no, no! 
Nobody, including your wife 
for whom you are fighting for 
respects anyone who leaves his 
dignity shredded on the ground. 
You lose respect from every one, 
most especially from people who 
do not know why you went into 
a fight in the first place. To them, 
all they can see is a well-put-
together man disgracing himself 
by fighting in public. “Doesn’t he 
have a wife to rein him in?” will 
be the question on their minds.

Rage could be blinding, and 
the power of blind rage cannot 
be overestimated. But being 
refined and having self-control 
means that “you do not scratch 
your body the way it itches 
you.” My mother’s words can be 
called native intelligence but it 
is the basis for being a person of 
class and poise.  The quality of 
restraint and self control is one 
that every person who aspires 
for refinement must possess. If 
we scratch our bodies the way it 
itches, we are sure to draw blood.

Never engage yourself in 
any form of public altercation; 
whatever may be the situation, 
seek a quiet way to resolve the 
problem. If your car was bashed, 
get the police involved where 
necessary. As a person of class 
and refinement, you have so 
much more to lose than gain by 
involving yourself in a public 

affray.  Walking away may not 
sit well with your ego, but it is 
the most prudent thing to do. 
Where possible, get the authori-
ties involved, but never debase 
yourself by fighting or quarrel-
ling in public. Your reputation 
may never recover.

Telephone manners: Crass 
or class?

The mobile phone was in-
troduced to Nigeria towards 
the end of the 20th century. 
Between then and now, a large 
portion of the populace – up-
per and lower echelons- own 
mobile phones. What a thrill it 
has been for one not to depend 
on the moribund national tele-
phone landline company and 
its’ epileptic services! The mobile 
telephone has brought changes 
to the Nigerian life style:

•Some businesses can be 
conducted on the phone so locals 
travel when it is only necessary.

•Family members are in con-
stant contact all over the world.

•Quick dissemination of in-
formation

Almost everyone who uses 
the mobile phone- be they edu-
cated or not, rich or poor- is 
guilty of contraventions of tele-
phone etiquette. So in this sec-
tion we shall dwell on telephone 
etiquette.

Talking too loudly on the 
phone. Refinement in manners 
regulates the tone of our voice es-
pecially when we are using the 
mobile phone. Interestingly, this 
bad habit is not prevalent among 
Nigerians alone; even those in 
Western climes are guilty of it. 
For reasons best known to them 
alone, some people feel a com-
pulsive need to raise their voices 

while talking on the phone and 
some even go as far as laughing 
raucously and gesticulating 
vigorously as if they were in 
their sitting rooms. Whatever 
might be your reason, please 
be informed that it is absolutely 
unacceptable to speak so loudly 
on the phone that those next 
to you cannot hear themselves 
think.  Even in a situation where 
there is  poor network connec-
tion (which is usually the most 
common excuse people give)a 
person with class and poise will 
seek out a private place to do all 
the shouting that needs to be 
done. And in the event that there 
is no privacy to be found, then 
please send a text message. All 
mobile phones have been built 
with amplifiers, and these en-
sure that the person on the other 
end hears you loud and clear. So, 
please, when next the receiver of 
your call says they cannot hear 
you clearly enough, kindly move 
away from a populated area, 
and look for somewhere quiet 
to continue the conversation. 
I do not believe that this is too 
bothersome in your quest for a 
more refined persona.

Holding inappropriate phone 
conversations in public; I will 
never cease to be amazed by this. 
How could anyone be comfort-
able discussing their marital, 
sexual, health or financial prob-
lems on the phone in a public 
place to the hearing of others? 
Why wash your dirty linen in 
public? Keep private matters for 
later whenever you are out in 
public. Whatever it is can wait; 
your reputation cannot.

Texting while driving has 
cost many people a limb or two. 

Some have actually lost their 
lives as a result. If you think 
about it carefully, you will realise 
that nothing is more important 
than your life; hence, nothing is 
worth the haste that propels you 
to text or make a telephone call 
while driving.  If you must, sim-
ply pull over. This is not a new 
rule for anyone, and because I 
strongly suspect that even after 
reading this, some might still 
break this rule.

Texting during small talk 
is rude and a blatant show of 
disrespect for the person with 
whom you are conversing.  This 
is not to say that important mat-
ters should not be attended to 
while you are chatting with a 
friend. If you have an important 
message to send, politely excuse 
yourself and send the message as 
quickly as you can.  Do to others 
what you will have them do to 
you. If you would not like to be 
ignored or kept waiting while 
your conversation partner texts 
away, then do not do the same 
to anyone else. Remember: be-
ing good mannered is simply 
showing consideration for the 
feelings of others.

Using loud and absurd ring-
tones is not a hallmark of moder-

es to make money. Make 
your money quietly and 
go back home to develop 
your homeland. Let’s stop 
arousing hatred and jeal-
ousy through ostentatious 
flaunting of wealth. Let’s 
shed off this forgetfulness, 
this amnesia that has eaten 
deep into our fabrics. And 
let’s stop pursuing an ever-
elusive pan-Nigerianism 
and invest at home. In the 
Nigeria that we know, Ig-
boland is all we’ve got.

And then, I have to say 
that I do not believe that 
FFK spoke for the Yoruba 
people. But at the same 
time, I do not doubt that he 
already has a large follow-
ership among the Yoruba 
youth. If you doubt this, 
google FFK’s article and 
read the reactions trailing 
the post. That is why I ex-
pect well-meaning Yoruba 
elders, in the coming days, 
to dissociate themselves 
from FFK’s article and tell 
him to stop preaching hate. 
Not to do this is to arouse 
suspicion of complicity.

To conclude, what I said 
in the first part of “Igbos, 
think home!” can bear re-
peating here: “Supposing, 
just supposing, considering 
the vagaries of our daily 
existence in this hole of a 
country, something hap-
pens to Nigeria right now? 
Sorry to say, but given the 
unquantifiable loss the 
Igb os have suffere d,  in 
man and material, in riots 
across Nigeria since 1953, it 
would be most tragic if, this 
time around, the Igbos are 
caught napping, with all 
their eggs in one wrecked 
basket.” A word should be 
enough for the wise.

How do you act in public? Etiquette

Imebong Okon <Imebong.Okon@poisenigeria.org>

with

MAVI ISIBOR
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hukwuma, a full-grown 
adult with a wife and 
three children, lost his 
mother recently. On the 
day of his mother’s burial 

when he was expected to be in a 
sober mood mourning the woman 
who bore, suckled and nurtured 
him from infancy through adult-
hood, he was busy flooding Face-
book with pictures of her lifeless 
body as she lay in state.

As repulsive as this action was, 
the posts gathered many likes, with 
his numerous Facebook friends 
seizing the moment to, for the 
umpteenth time, extend their con-
dolences to him. And he found the 
time to like every comment on the 
posts and even reply some.

But not everyone liked Chuk-
wuma’s action. Someone wrote 
on one of the posts, “Some human 
beings have lost it, I swear. Maybe 
it’s time to go on our knees and ask 
Whatever-We-Believe-In to restore 
our senses to their pre-social media 
status.”

Growing trend
Chukwuma’s action is just one 

among numerous anti-social be-
haviours that are manifesting them-
selves on social media platforms.

The advent and proliferation 
of social media has democratized 
information dissemination and the 
way people communicate with their 
loved ones. It has also created jobs 
for a lot of people and opened up 
new vistas of opportunities in the 
technology space. Most entrepre-
neurs no longer need physical ad-
dresses to connect with customers. 
The fact that pictures can be shared 
on these sites has made commu-
nication more interesting to both 
the originator and receiver of the 
posts/messages. Pictures of gradu-
ation, wedding, housewarming, 
childbirth, pregnancy, and much 
more are shared on these platforms, 
affording several family members 
and friends who cannot be physi-
cally present at the event to partake 
real time via these platforms.

On the reverse side, however, 
social media has brought along with 
it a new lifestyle that is dangerous as 
individuals live their daily lives on-
line, flaunting every new purchase, 
relationship and achievement in 
the open. But the most disturbing is 
the near absolute freedom on social 
media that has made it possible for 
content that would otherwise be 
banned in the mainstream media 
to now find its way into the public 
domain.

Someone stumbles on an ac-
cident scene. Several bodies are 
littered everywhere, some stone 
dead, limbs and other body parts 
scattered here and there; others 
still oozing fresh blood but con-
scious nonetheless, with chances 
of survival if given immediate at-
tention. But that’s not the concern 
of this young man or lady. Rather 
than call for help, they pick up their 
phone, activate the camera and take 
several shots of fellow human be-
ings, both dead and dying, and post 
on Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, 
Instagram, and the countless other 
available platforms.

That was how the picture of the 
butchered body of Eunice Elisha, a 
42-year-old mother of seven and an 
assistant pastor with the Redeemed 

Social media’s anti-social inhabitants

The message is accompanied by 
a note, “Even if you are not a kidnap-
per, some information some stupid 
people post and display on Facebook 
is enough for you to start getting 
ideas. People are just irresponsible 
when it comes to the social me-
dia. Place of work, home address, 
phone number, parents’ names, 
children’s names and pictures. Are 
you cursed? Easy target you are! Do 
you know the implication of what 
you are doing? Be careful what you 
post on your Facebook.”

Impact on youth population
Ace broadcaster Eugenia Abu, 

in a 2015 article ‘Pay attention to 
your children’, lamented that trans-
border data flows, globalisation and 
the challenge of social media had 
led many children and youths into 
identity crisis – not knowing who 
they are, where they are and where 
they are going.

“The inability and difficulty to 
regulate the social media can lead 
to increased citizen journalism, 
unhealthy trends and false informa-
tion that can spread like wildfire. It 
has ensured that in-depth analysis 
of information which used to be 
available when multimedia was lim-
ited is now no longer en vogue. So it 
is free entry and free exit,” Abu said.

“Checks and balances are mostly 
non-existent. Editorial judgment is 
totally absent; therefore a piece of 
information which is inherently 
false arrives on the internet and is 
propagated as the truth by educated 
young persons, uneducated young 
persons, vulnerable persons, emo-
tionally-traumatised persons and 
psychologically-depraved people. 

Our children live in a bubble of 
social media and even when you 
have the facts of the matter, or the 
analysis of it for that matter, they 
challenge you with the falsehood 
with confidence,” she said.

Need for parental control
Abu said the creators of these 

social media platforms, apps and 
other such-related internet matters 
knew there would be negatives but, 
however, expected control and dis-
cernment which, sadly, is not given 
to all millennial. She said it was not 
enough to provide these devices 
(phones, iPad) for children, but it was 
critical for parents to manage them, 
no matter how busy they are.

“In the past when we visited 
friends and family with one’s par-
ents, we would be expected to 
conduct ourselves in respectful 
social manners that made us able to 
have conversations with uncles and 
aunties about our wellbeing, our 
future ambition, likes and dislikes. It 
allowed us to ask them about their 
welfare, connect with our cousins 
and children of our parents’ friends 
and establish family ties that last 
forever,” she said.

“Today, those visits make us 
nervous because today’s children 
while visiting an uncle are on their 
phones throughout and completely 
anti-social. They seem to be floating 
in and out of two different worlds 
and distracted by everyday normal 
conversation. You would have to 
repeat yourself several times to get 
their attention. They suffer several 
bouts of selective amnesia and are 
not firmly rooted in the real world,” 
Abu said.

Christian Church of God (RCCG), 
who was murdered while preach-
ing around Gbazango-West area of 
Kubwa in the Bwari Area Council of 
the Federal Capital Territory (FCT), 
circulated like wildfire, just like that 
of Mayowa Ahmed, an ovarian 
cancer patient who eventually lost 
the battle, in her lowest moments.

Reacting to this trend, Jen Ebere, 
a concerned Facebook user, lament-
ed on her timeline sometime ago, “I 
don’t understand why Nigerians 
delight in decorating their timelines 
with graphic pictures of dead bodies. 
You wake up to all manner of grue-
some pictures of accident victims 
and victims of vicious attacks. See, 
listen up, this is not right... Even the 
dead deserve some respect.”

A psychologist who does not 
want to be named says these anti-
social behaviours are pointers that 
the society is progressively losing 
its humanity.

“We have lost that aspect of us 
that makes us empathise with oth-
ers in their time of difficulty or need, 
and we have supplanted it with a 
callous, unthinking, unfeeling cru-
elty. We have lost our sense of the 
sacred. We have no respect for the 
living; we have no respect for the 
sick, the dying and the dead,” said 
the psychologist.

“It is mean, cruel and demeaning 
to post pictures of fellow human 
beings in their weakest and most 
vulnerable state. It is as if death has 
been demystified before us all, that 
we have seen so many deaths in 
the last few years, in the hands of 
Boko Haram and the herdsmen, 
in Syria, in South Sudan, in several 
other places, that we no longer care,” 

he said.
Fertile ground for criminals
Experts have warned that while 

it is good to share pictures and other 
information with friends online, it 
makes more sense to be cautious 
and look for more private and inti-
mate ways of sharing such details to 
those you want to.

They warn that it is not only reg-
ular people that live on the internet. 
Murderers, wife-beaters, scammers, 
thieves, kidnappers, paedophiles, 
child-molesters and rapists also use 
the internet for their sick motives. 
Robbers and individuals with nega-
tive intent have been reported to 
go online to pick their victims, stalk 
them, and eventually either kidnap 
or defraud them. They are able to do 
this courtesy of the information the 
victims share online.

On the heels of multiple attacks 
in the UK, Prime Minister The-
resa May called for stricter internet 
regulations with her government 
criticizing WhatsApp and other 
encrypted messaging services for 
providing terrorists with a “secret 
place to communicate”.

There is a message currently 
circulating on social media that the 
arrested kidnap kingpin, Chukwudi 
Onwuamadike (aka Evans) con-
fessed that he got all the information 
he needed for all his kidnaps from 
Facebook; that all he needed to do 
was have a good look at the victim’s 
profile, close friends and family 
pictures and all the information was 
set – from children’s school uniform 
to people abroad taking pictures that 
they are on the way to Nigeria and 
family network on Facebook.

CHUKS OLUIGBO & MABEL DIMMA
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‘Multinational firms in Nigeria should pay 
special taxes to encourage research’  

T
he challenging ex-
t r e m i s m  p r o j e c t 
took the AUN team 
t o  Accra ,  Ghana, 
last year. Congratu-

lations on the top prize your 
students won in that compe-
tition. May we know more 
about that programme?

Last year we participated in 
that competition; it was fund-
ed by Facebook and US State 
Department and implemented 
by EdVenture Partners (EVP), 
a  strategic c ommunication 
consulting company; it is in 
California. It is a global uni-
versity c omp etition where 
students are challenge d to 
develop digital campaign to 
challenge extremism within 
their community. We won in 
Africa last year. So, now we 
are competing for the global 
top prize and this time around 
we again have gathered a few 
set of students to develop a 
campaign and the campaign 
that they have developed this 
time, they are focusing more 
on bringing attention of the 
international community to 
the problem of girl-suicide 
bombers. They have devel-
oped shot videos to tell impor-
tant stories. It is necessary to 
mention that number of fol-
lowers already on Facebook 
is  getting to ten thousand 
now. It is a class project in a 
course. The campaign was de-
veloped in a classroom as part 
of a course and by students as 
part of their campaign against 
extremism. It is a very exciting 
campaign and we hope to win 
globally. The course is called 
Public Diplomacy and Strate-
gic Media Intervention.

Again, I  am excite d that 
School of Arts and Sciences 
produced the valedictorian 
for this year 2017. She was a 
student of Petroleum Chem-
istry. In Art and Science what 
we try to focus on is research. 
We enc ourage students to 
be involved in research. Ab-
sence of research is part of 
the decline in the standard of 
education in Nigeria. Research 
should be the central focus 
of any university. Teaching 
should be driven by research. 
The Petroleum Chemistry 

Jacob Udo-Udo Jacob
Department has a couple of 
some programmes. There is a 
particular research that I am 
really excited about right now. 
We are exploring how we can 
get used plastic bags, plastic 
bottles that are out there; we’ll 
melt them, mix them with a 
few other things and develop 
them into diesel. If you drive 
round Yola, you’ll see several 
of those plastic bags, plastic 
bottles; so we are getting the 
Almajirai to be part of that 
proje ct.  They will  pick the 
bottles and the plastics, and 
we pay them based on what 
they are able to gather.  

Then, there’s another re-
search on water purification. 
This time, it is a Natural and 
Environmental Sciences pro-
gramme. The main objective 
of that particular research is 
for us to work with the local 
communities- not just in Ad-
amawa but in other parts of 
the country- the Niger Delta 
region where the water is 
contaminated by the oil explo-
ration activities. It is actually 
a system of water purifica-
tion programme that can be 
home-grown. The idea of that 
method of water purification 
is  that  i t  can b e deploye d 
anywhere. It has attracted a 

lot of attention already. And 
the interesting thing about 
this research project is that it 
is not only conducted by our 
Faculty; we bring students as 
research assistants to work 
w i t h  u s .  Y o u  k n o w,  B o ko 
Haram insurgence really af-
fected a lot of people, but it is 
very funny because we do not 
have a register of atrocities 
committed or suffered by the 
Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs).  May b e,  two, thre e, 
five, ten or twenty years from 
now there may be truth and 
reconciliation commission or 
somebody may have to face 
a war crime court or judges 
in the international criminal 
c ourt over their role now. 
But by that time these people 
would have grown; they may 
have forgotten about what 
t ra n s p i re d .  W e  h o p e  t h at 
someday, these atrocities com-
mitted, not only by Boko Ha-
ram, but also by the Nigerian 
soldiers will be accounted for.

To what extent has the 
#IAmAB eliever campaign 
positively affected the people 
of Adamawa State?

Now, I  have to say this ; 
what universities do is to de-
velop models and anything we 
do is more of pilot for others to 

go and develop it. While we do 
this, we must not forget that 
we are a university and our 
primary business as a univer-
sity is teaching and research 
not to undertake a nationwide 
or global-wide campaign to 
c h a l l e n g e  e x t re m i s m .  W e 
developed that campaign and 
we undertook a research, and 
we had that base-line research 
and end-line research to at 
least see how people that were 
exposed to that campaign look 
at things after their exposure 
to that campaign. What we 
found is that most of them 
after they had been exposed 
to that campaign, there were 
certain questions they were 
asking or statements, such as 
‘those that do not believe in 
my God they deserve what-
ever evil that befalls them.’ 
So, we asked people to score 
based on the extent to which 
they agreed with such state-
ments. At the end of it all, we 
found out that those that have 
extremist views were up to 
25 percent, which was very 
significant. We felt that cam-
paign that focuses not so much 
on challenging extremism but 
on creating a common space 
for Christians and Moslems 
to come together, understand 

more about the religious views of 
the other, that would actually be a 
lot more effective than campaigns 
that set to challenge religious views. 
This is because, the thing about 
violent extremism is that there is a 
religious justification for it. If I say, 
for instance, ‘I am a believer and 
you are an infidel’, there are certain 
things that should befall an infidel 
because you are not a believer. So, if 
I try to challenge that, am challeng-
ing your religious views because 
these are deeply-held views. So, 
rather than seeking to challenge, I 
just try to simply say that am a be-
liever too. ‘You are a believer, I am 
a believer too.’ We created that Be-
liepaedia where we have the Bible 
and Quaran where we can compare 
texts.  You can see a text on love or 
kindness. You look at what the Bible 
says about kindness and what the 
Quaran also says about kindness. It 
is basically about that shared space 
for different religious beliefs.

How important is religion in 
bringing peace to the North East?

Religion I think is extremely im-
portant. Nigeria is a very, very reli-
gious country, and there’s no way 
you can successfully deal with these 
issues without involving religion. 
What matters most is people’s con-
ducts irrespective of one’s religious 
belief. There has to be the process of 
de-radicalisation; it is not so much 
about changing your religious belief, 
it is mostly about considering the 
religious views of people. It is about 
having a conversation between the 
Bible and the Quaran. It is not only 
Moslems that are radicalised; there 
are Christians that are equally radi-
calised. I don’t know how many Ni-
gerians that have the understanding 
of what the Quaran or the Bible says 
about love or kindness for instance. 
Many people don’t know. If people 
actually understand what the Bible 
or Quaran says about these things, 
there will be that space for consid-
eration of the views of one another. 
So, if we want to lead a campaign 
against extremism in the North East, 
I think we need the religious leaders 
because they are highly respected 
within their communities.

Has there been any form of col-
laboration with any university or 
other institutions of higher learn-
ing in this campaign?

We have c ollab orate d with a 
number of institutions, for instance, 
Moddibo Adamawa University of 

Interview

Jacob Udo-Udo Jacob is the interim associate dean, School of Arts & Sciences American University of Nigeria (AUN), Yola, Adamawa State. Jacob, in this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, editor, spoke on the need 
for the Nigerian government to show more interest in research, also stressing the need for multinational companies operating in the country to pay special taxes for that purpose. Among other issues he touched, the 
Dean also spoke on the impact the campaign to challenge extremism has made in the last one year, the global competition on the project, expressing optimism that AUN would win the star prize as it did last year in 
Accra, Ghana. Excerpts:
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‘Multinational firms in Nigeria should pay 
special taxes to encourage research’  

Jacob Udo-Udo Jacob

Interview

to be used for construction of 
buildings. It is not really build-
ings that made the university. 
I  think we should have re-
search council in this country. 
It is through researches that 
we can harness the intellect of 
our people. There should also 
be a tax for research purposes. 
Those multinational compa-
nies operating in Nigeria must 
pay s ome taxes purely for 
research purposes. In fact, a 
state of emergency should be 
declared on education sector 
in this country. We are let-
ting down the young men and 
women of this country. When 
you go to public universities 
in this country, what you see 
there is very pathetic. Many 
p e ople  who want to  go to 
school are not being allowed 
to do so because of lack of fa-
cility. Every university should 
have research centres.  

Where do you see Nigeria 
in the next, say five to ten 
years from now in educa-
tion going by government 
attitude?

W e l l ,  y o u  w i l l  l o o k  at 
where we are coming from 
and where we are now. You 
look at what the public uni-
versities were 20, 30 years 
ago, and what they are now. 
The golden days of Nigerian 
universities are gone and the 
professors are not motivated. 

Jacob joined the American Uni-
versity of Nigeria in August 
2013. Prior to joining AUN, he 

was director of Covernance Global 
Energy - a UK-based operational 
think tank, where he oversaw various 
research projects on impacts of new 
smart energy interfaces on end-user 
engagement with energy.  He previ-
ously worked for EON (one of the 
largest energy companies in Europe) 
in commercial energy solutions.

Jacob started his academic ca-
reer as a Post-Doctoral Teaching 
Fellow at the Inst itute of Com-
munications Studies, University of 
Leeds, United Kingdom where he 
managed and taught the PG mod-
ule ‘Communications and Global 
Change’ and the UG module ‘Com-
munications and Conflicts in the In-
formation Age’.  His PhD in Strategic 
Communications was supervised by 
the eminent Professor Philip M. Tay-
lor at the University of Leeds.  Prior 
to Leeds he studied at Lancaster 
University, UK. Jacob is a member 
of the UK’s Conflict Research Soci-
ety and various other professional 
organisations. His academic interest 
is located at the intersection between 
communications and global change 
in contemporary society.  He has 
consulted for various organisations 
in Europe and in Africa.  Jacob is 
listed in Intellect’s ‘Who’s Who in 
Research’ 2013.  His research has ap-
peared in various international peer 
reviewed journals and in the media.

Technology, former Federal Univer-
sity of Technology, Yola. We also 
to ok the campaign to Adamawa 
State University, Mubi. We have 
developed the Beliepaedia, it is actu-
ally there for the world to use. It is 
our campaign gift to the world. But 
again, let’s not forget this, it’s a stu-
dent campaign; it’s a course. At the 
end of that course, students would 
move on to do another course. It is a 
class project, understand that. Now, 
it is totally different set of students 
that are doing that same course, but 
same type of competition- a global 
competition. This time around the 
focus is different, I don’t know if you 
saw the hash tag. This is the second 
part of the campaign- #IAmABeliev-
er2 campaign. The objective is the 
same- to promote religious tolerance 
and mutual understanding between 
Muslims and Christians.

In this campaign, the students, 
under the team name WAVE (Wom-
en Against Violent Extremism), are 
targeting women and young girls 
in a bid to empower and inspire 
them to take a stand against violent 
extremism and to not be passive 
victims of the crises.

Facebook is particularly interest-
ed in this particular project against 
the girl-suicide bomber campaign 
and I am optimistic that we may 
continue to enjoy their support even 
after the competition.

It appears this course was built 
into your curriculum because of the 
location AUN is operating from?

Well, the course, Public Diplo-
macy and Strategic Media Interven-
tion, was introduced in 2015. One of 
the first things I did when I became 
chair of the Multimedia programme 
of AUN, was to look at the curricu-
lum and I felt that we needed to look 
at what was contained therein, and 
then make it align with the current 
challenges of the region. It wasn’t 
created for the purpose of this com-
petition; it is however, one of the 
courses we thought has an aspect 
that could fit really well with the 
competition.  

During the last competition in 
Accra, Ghana your team won; now 
you are going for a global competi-
tion, those who participated then 
are they all still around or they 
have moved on?

A few of them are still around 
while many of them have graduated. 
We have a totally new set. Now, 
the campaign has slightly changed 

from what it was the last time. 
Before it was #IAmABeliever, 
now it is #IAmABeliever2. 
The two there simply means 
#IAmABelieverals o.  In the 
first part, the purpose of that 
campaign is that in addition to 
being a believer, I am a father, 
mother, brother, uncle, arti-
san, etc, so instead of looking 
at me like an infidel, see me 
as a fellow father,  mother, 
brother, sister, etc. So don’t 
look at me from the perspec-
tive of religion, look at me as a 
fellow father, brother- in that 
sense. But this time, it slightly 
change d-  #IAmABeliever-
Also. If you are a believer, I 
am also a believer in my own 
right.

A t  AU N ,  t e a c h i n g  a n d 
le arning are very robust . 
Students get quality teaching 
from equally quality mem-
bers of the faculty; this is not 
so with many universities in 
the country where facilities 
and manpower are in short 
supply. Do you envisage a 
time in the future when such 
attention would no longer 
be paid to AUN students on 
account of much pressure on 
lecturers as is the case with 
many other institutions of 
higher learning in the coun-
try?

We have very strong man-
agement at AUN. We don’t 

just focus attention on the 
academic aspect but also on 
administrative aspect of our 
work. The philosophy is there; 
the model is there. We shall 
continue to maintain that. I 
don’t think we will go back 
on our commitment to our 
students .  We are  increas-
ingly getting known for our 
commitment to doing things 
right. Recently, we were ap-
proached by the Embassy of 
Israel to organise a football 
tournament for the IDPs in 
Yola to mark the Israeli Na-
tional Day. They could have 
chosen other means to publi-
cise that day or tell the story, 
but they approached us and 
wanted our students to create 
viral videos of that tourna-
ment. These opportunities are 
there and I wish that other 
universities can tap into such 
opportunities.

You talked about research, 
and researches are embarked 
upon to solve societal prob-
lems. How do you describe 
the attitude of Nigerian gov-
ernment towards research?

First, I think that govern-
ment can do more to support 
research. One of the major 
criticisms is about the way the 
TETFund (Tertiary Education 
Trust Fund) is used. TETFund 
should be primarily used for 
research. It is not supposed 

Jacob Udo-Udo Jacob is the interim associate dean, School of Arts & Sciences American University of Nigeria (AUN), Yola, Adamawa State. Jacob, in this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO, editor, spoke on the need 
for the Nigerian government to show more interest in research, also stressing the need for multinational companies operating in the country to pay special taxes for that purpose. Among other issues he touched, the 
Dean also spoke on the impact the campaign to challenge extremism has made in the last one year, the global competition on the project, expressing optimism that AUN would win the star prize as it did last year in 
Accra, Ghana. Excerpts:

If the current trend continues, 
twenty,  thirty years  from 
now, 

Nigeria will be in serious 
trouble.  There must b e an 
urgent declaration of emer-
gency in the nation’s educa-
tion sector to pull the country 
from the brink. It is not just 
at the tertiary level, there are 
students who are coming into 
the university these days who 
do not know how to read and 
write. Right from the Primary 
school, everything is gone. 
You see a student that passed 
through s e c ondary s cho ol 
and he cannot make a simple 
statement. So, what has gone 
wrong from primary to sec-
ondary level cannot just be 
remedied in four years at the 
tertiary level because there 
was no good foundation in the 
first place.
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Professor-Fidelis-Oditah

‘Cargo de-categorisation policy will deepen 
the market, encourage competition’
The Federal Government through the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) recently issued a directive that reviewed the concept of cat-
egorisation of cargoes handled by port concessionaires popularly known as terminal operators. The new policy seeks to introduce 
an internationally-accepted standard of categorising ports and terminals under bulk cargo or multi-purpose terminal. This will dis-
courage the practice of categorising terminal by cargo, which created ‘unhealthy monopoly’ that reserved exclusive right to few to 
handle oil & gas-related cargo. In this interview with BDSUNDAY, Fidelis Oditah, a maritime lawyer, spoke on the implications of the 
new presidential directive, which according to him will deepen the market, enable competition and open up opportunities for other 
operators and importers to choose their destination port. Excerpts:
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S
ome operators sometime ago 
kicked against a policy the 
alleged encouraged monop-
oly in the oil and gas cargo 
operations at the ports. Can 

we say that the new policy by the 
Federal Government has calmed the 
frayed nerves?

I do not know that there is presi-
dential directive that says monopoly 
should go on. I think the presidential 
directive said many things. First of 
all, that general practice is to catego-
rise ports and terminals to bulk cargo 
and multi-purpose. There is no such 
thing as categorisation according to 
cargo. If I say, this is the cocoa port or 
oil and gas port; that is what Presi-
dent Jonathan tried to do. I think he 
was misled by trying to designate, 
particular ports for oil and gas. By 
doing that you are trying to designate 
ports and terminals according to 
the cargoes that arrive there, which 
can only distort competition. Apart 
from that, if you take a step back, 
in 2006, the Federal Government 
entered into 25 concessions on the 
basis that some were going to be 
bulk terminals, others were going to 
be cargo terminals and there would 
be multi-purpose terminals. There 
was no provision for oil and gas or 
cocoa or Arabic gum or cashew nut; 
there was simply no categorisation 
based on the type of cargo arriving. 
What that meant was that it enabled 
concessionaires to invest monies in 
developing infrastructure along their 
coastal belt. And also allowed them 
make projections as to what types 
of returns you get. It wasn’t based 
on a particular type of cargo. They 
signed agreements which were bind-
ing, telling them they could receive 
cargoes. If you are a multi-purpose 
terminal, for example, you could 
receive every cargo. For someone to 
turn round after signing in 2006; and 
then in 2015, says to you, all oil and 
gas cargo must go to Onne or Calabar 
or Warri, it creates many problems. 
First, it distorts competition. I sup-
pose that is why people talk about 
monopoly.

The attempt to monoplise oil and 
gas cargo is wrong. It goes against all 
the principles underpinning pro-
curement law. The whole essence of 
public procurement is that you pro-
cure your services on a competitive 
basis, transparent basis and promote 
competition on a level playing field. 
That is the only way that users of the 
facilities or services will get value for 
money. If you are a monopoly, you 
can charge whatever you like. That 
is the first problem.

The second problem is that while 
distorting competition in that way, it 
means that some of those who had 
invested and borrowed money to 
invest (because people don’t have 
all these monies sitting idle wait-
ing to be deployed), will not be able 

and everyone uses. It just shows how 
selfish they are. It wasn’t strategic. I 
believe that President Jonathan was 
entirely misguided and to do it in the 
twilight of his administration was 
terrible. Having lost the election on 
the 20th of April, he comes up with 
this crap called change of policy. 
He was behaving as if the country 
belonged to him.

How did that decision affect the 
nation’s economy?

Of course, that meant that there 
could not be further investment 
in the country. Why would you go 
borrow money to invest in a sec-
tor which is monopolised by one 
person? To make it worse, it led to 
double handling. It meant every 
person must go to these three ports 
first to pay your dues. Even for the 
consumer and the importer, it was 
increasing the operational cost un-
necessarily. These costs are going 
to be passed to the final consumer 
of the goods. You ask yourself, how 
could this happen in the interest 
of anybody? Consider the delivery 
time, because you are going up and 
down. You are increasing cost in 
every possible way and then you are 
killing competition because you are 
saying to me I should come to you; 
imagine as lawyers, you say to me 
that I should file all my cases at Mr. 
Tarfa’s or Mr. Olanipekun’s office? I 
wake go there to file the case before 
I then take it to where it is supposed 
to be. How could that possibly engen-

der completion? It was just designed 
to benefit one person only. That is 
what has characterised politics in 
Nigeria- that people fail to rule for 
the benefit of the masses. They rule 
for the benefit of a few people. It 
is impossible to see how a rational 
person could possibly think that 
it is in the interest of any Nigerian 
to create a monopoly in any sector. 
You can see that we don’t have the 
framework for monopoly laws. 
Various monopolies have lobbied 
the government to ensure that the 
people continue to suffer.

What has happened to the mat-
ter you took to court?

We took President Jonathan to 
court and it was interesting because 
he had four weeks to go, but since he 
had time to issue this policy direc-
tive; we also felt that we had time to 
quickly stop him in his tracks, so we 
went to court. The directive of Jona-
than was conveyed in an NPA letter 
of 27th of April, 2015; so we went to 
the Federal High Court to get injunc-
tion against the implementation of 
the Jonathan directive. We joined 
President Jonathan, the Attorney 
General, the Ministry of Transport 
and the National Assembly; because 
the National Assembly was also at 
that time trying to amend the law, 
so as to create the monopoly, which 
itself was sickening. Imagine the 
National Assembly trying to make 
laws that every cargo must go to a 
particular port. That is what hap-

to repay their loan and then they 
become insolvent just because of 
one person’s desire to monopolise 
the entire business, especially in 
an oil and gas-dependent economy 
like this. If the economy were very 
diversified, perhaps people will not 
be too hung-on.

Thirdly, the attempt (to monopo-
lise) also impacts on job creation. 
These terminal operators and con-
cessionaires all have employees and 
they generate direct and indirect 
employment. When you kill them 
off by concentrating all the busi-
ness in one person who you call 
a monopoly- oil and gas terminal, 
it simply means that the local 
economy suffers because people 
who were employed will be laid off. 
Whereas by allowing free competi-
tion people are able to plan. That is 
part of the problem in Nigeria and 
many developing countries- the in-
ability to plan because governments 
keep changing their policy. This is 
something that is capital intensive. 
You need to take a five-year view 
and you borrow money and invest 
on the basis of five to ten years. 
Then one government comes two 
years along the line and says we 
don’t want it, XYZ company should 
now be the only one doing it, how 
do you repay you loan?

Then when you are talking to 
government officials, it is like you are 
talking to a wall. They say, ‘I am di-
rected to’. That is the language of the 
civil service. Nobody takes respon-
sibility. They are always directed to 
and they cause a lot of difficulty.

That is the background to it. That 
is why in 2015, we went to court 
to challenge President Jonathan 
because we thought it couldn’t pos-
sibly be in the interest of Nigeria, as a 
country. How could it be in the inter-
est of a nation for you to say only one 
person should monopolise oil and gas 
business, even if it is logistics or im-
portation, why? How could anyone 
think that it would be beneficial to 
Nigeria to have just one person as 
opposed to having many people? If 
you have many people, there will be 
some competition. Imagine if I were 
the only landlord in the whole Vic-
toria Island, Lagos, instead of people 

paying N5 million, N7 million or N10 
million as rent, they will be paying 
N50 million because you don’t have 
options; so you must always deepen 
the market by encouraging competi-
tion. President Jonathan must have 
been misled because I cannot see 
how he could have done that. He had 
directed that every oil and gas cargo 
must go to oil and gas terminals.

Do you think there was any 
political undertone to that?

Whatever interest it tried to pro-
tect, he was very misguided because 
when you are president; you are 
president of the whole nation. You 
cannot be president of a section or 
a political party or for your region. 
For example, the fact that these ports 
are eastern ports- Onne, Warri and 
Calabar- and they are all controlled 
by the same company; when you 
say everyone must go there, you 
give room for political insinuations 
because the ports are in the Niger 
Delta and he being from that region 
wants to do some kind of good ser-
vice to that region. But I would not 
really credit President Jonathan with 
the sufficient presence of mind to 
think like that. The simplest thing he 
would have done would have been 
the East-West Road, which he did 
not do and therefore, he cannot even 
go to his village now. Why should he 
be concerned about the location of 
oil and gas terminals when he has 
not worried about the basic infra-
structure, which is the road that he 

I believe that President 
Jonathan was entirely 
misguided and to do it 
in the twilight of his ad-
ministration was terrible. 
Having lost the election 
on the 20th of April, he 
comes up with this crap 
called change of policy
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Abia Poly: Fighting corruption 
to keep institution afloat

BusinessInterview

One of the hydra-headed 
problems confronting 
the interim management 

of Abia State Polytechnic, Aba is 
how to block financial leakages 
in the institution.

Consequently, the newly 
introduced online payment 
system (e-payment),  which 
ensures that students pay their 
fees, through the bank, is aimed 
at curtailing fraud.

The new management also 
insists that students pay their 
fees in course of their pro-
grammes, which is the norm all 
over the world.

These measures are however 
paying-off, as it has exposed a 
syndicate that specialized in the 
faking of the institution’s school 
fees receipts, thereby depriving 
it of vital internally generated 
revenue (IGR).

Ezionye Eboh, a professor of 
management and acting rector 
of the institution, who revealed 
this at a press briefing, held 
at the institution’s Governing 

pens when a country is in the grip 
of a certain interest that is trying to 
feather their own nest. We got the 
injunction, because we were trying 
to prosecute the case as quickly as 
possible, but then the people who 
are beneficiaries of the monopoly 
applied to join in our case. We didn’t 
sue them. Our dispute was with the 
government, but they applied to join 
and the court joined them.

The government was very inter-
ested in the case because it was going 
to review what was happening, but 
for these interested parties where the 
beneficiary of monopoly kept mak-
ing submissions and filed all sorts of 
claims. Following the government’s 
new directive, we then took steps 
to discontinue litigation. One of the 
things that the government said to 
us was that we should withdraw 
the pending suit against the Fed-
eral Government; in order to ensure 
a litigation-free environment in the 
maritime sector. We filed a notice to 
discontinue and the government said 
they were happy with the application 
we filed, but these same interested 
characters said they don’t want us 
to discontinue. Have you ever seen 
such a thing? They are contesting 
our application to discontinue the 
case that we issued which we did not 
join them. They were the people who 
gate-crashed into our case, we did not 
make them defendants. And now we 
want to discontinue, they said we 
can’t terminate it; we must continue.

What interest would that serve?
I think for them, they probably 

think that by opposing the with-
drawal of our case, they can then 
go back to the government and say 
that LADOL has not complied with 
one of the terms with which the 
government reversed the policy. 
That must be it.

But your willingness to discon-
tinue the case is apparent?

We have filed. It is not a question 
of it being apparent. We have filed a 
notice of discontinuance, which is 
the normal process when you want 
to get out of a case, you file a piece of 
paper, giving notice that you want to 
discontinue your claim completely 
or you might file and say you want 
to withdraw against a particular 
individual. In this case, we are not 
withdrawing against an individual; 
we want to discontinue the whole 
case. When we were in court re-
cently, they said the judge shouldn’t 
grant the order because they were 
going to file something. You can see 
the monopoly fighting back, just 
like corruption fights back. It is very 
shameful. We would thought that 
the policy which the government 
communicated recently would 
encourage investment and improve 
port infrastructure, create competi-
tion in the sector. And competition 
is always good for the consumers. 
It improves product quality, service 
quality and reduces cost.

If you were to anticipate their 
next legal move, what do you think 
it would be?

I don’t care about them. I believe 
we must always do something which 
is legitimate, proper. I do not see 
how one company can hold up the 
interest of an entire nation. While 
other concessionaires are borrow-
ing money and investing their own 
capital, this monopoly is collecting 
government money without any 
accountability. They say, I expended 
N2 billion, I collected only half. There 
is no proper audit to know whether 
the expenses which he claimed 
are legitimate; whether the monies 
which he said are correct or if it has 
collected more. It is just a drain pipe to 

waste public fund. The fact that there 
are Nigerians who are supporting 
it; who are pushing them because 
of what they are getting. It is very 
easy to compromise people. You 
give money and people are behav-
ing like headless chickens. It is very 
disappointing. When you open up a 
sector, you encourage a lot of direct 
and indirect employment. People 
forget the impact of employment. It 
is not just that you have money to 
take home, you pay your bills, you 
pay your PAYE, and you pay your 
pension. It means that in a system 
like this where we don’t have social 
security, you now become the pro-
vider for a whole lot of people. Apart 
from that you contribute to the local 
economy. If there are shops around 
here, you are able to go to those shops 
to buy goods and services and then 
they are able to employ people. That 
is why you are able to talk about di-
rect and indirect employment. That 
is really how every economy grows. 
You cannot want to do it alone; so 
that everybody eats from your palm.

I do not see how you want to kill 
local businesses for the benefit of 
foreign investors who have brought 
no money; who are using our money 
to make their own investment; using 
our own money to collect and repay 
without any form of audit. That is 
why they call us a Banana-Mickey 
Mouse republic. If we were proper 
people, how can you allow that? 
You don’t know how much they 
collect; you don’t know how much 
they spend. They just tell you what 
they like and then you are falling all 
over yourself.

What are the legal issues behind 
their trying to stop you from discon-
tinuing the case?

I don’t know the basis. You have 
to understand this. When I went to 
court, I went on several premises. 
First, my client was granted a lease 
of land by the NPA. Under the lease, 
you have certain rights. Just like the 
landlord of this property has given 
me a lease; so the idea that having 
granted me the lease, you turn round 
to say I cannot carry on my business 
doesn’t make sense. One of the things 
they said in that letter was that they 
should re-locate the Ladol facility 
from there to Bayelsa, which is silly. 
If you want to create a fabrication 
and integration facility for your 
people of Niger Delta, you should go 
and build one for them, not to tell a 
private person to carry his business 
and go to your place. It just tells you 
the impunity and the abuse of power 
in the system.

Two, LADOL itself is part of Apa-
pa Port. It doesn’t need any further 
designation. The government gave 
its approval to carry on the business 
of deep offshore logistics. Looking at 
it, why do you want to concentrate 
all your logistics business in the east-
ern ports as opposed to encouraging 
western ports? There are many deep 
offshore oil fields that are closer 
to Lagos than to Port Harcourt or 
Onne. Why would you increase their 
operating cost by saying they must 
all go back to that area? The Niger 
Delta area itself is restive and you are 
asking us to concentrate the entire 
oil and gas logistics to that region so 
that they can hold the entire nation 
to ransom. Does it make common 
sense for you to try and reduce the 
risk by opening up competition 
and encouraging facilities along the 
coastal belt rather than concentrate 
in an area that you know is very un-
stable, very restive and has capacity 
for disruptiveness. It is very difficult 
to see anything positive in what the 
last administration did.

examinations.
He explained that the lec-

turer has been suspended and 
that the students involved in 
the act were being investigated.

Geoffrey Ogbonna, a deputy 
superintendent of Police and 
Police Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) Abia Police command, 
who confirmed the report, also 
identified the owner of the 
business centre as Alwell Nwa-
chukwu-Njoku, noting that the 
suspects has been charged to 
court.

In the words of Eboh, “I said it 
in my last interaction with you 
and it is verifiable that nowhere 
in the world do students obtain 
education and pay later. And so 
if we want to be competitive, 
we must imbibe global best 
practices.

“We know that parents are 
undergoing very difficult chal-
lenges at the moment of our 
history, but it did not start 
today and so we said students 
should pay before they write 
their exams.

“And on the second day of 

GODFREY OFURUM, ABA

Council Chambers, affirmed 
that the newly introduced e-
payment system in the school 
exposed the racketeers.

He also revealed that the 
institution has so far recovered 
more than N60 million from 
students, who faked the school’s 
receipts, noting that more than 
70 percent of students were 
involved in the act of obtaining 
fake receipts from unauthorised 
sources.

He stated that the Police have 
arrested a woman, identified as 
Caroline Augustine, who oper-
ates a business centre near the 
Polytechnic, where the students 
obtain the fake receipts.

He also stated that the wom-
an worked for a lecturer in the 
institution and that she was 
collecting N10,000 to issue fake 
stamped receipts to the students, 
thereby aiding them to evade 
payment of N40,000 school fees.

According to the rector, man-
agement discovered the forgery 
when it made it mandatory for 
students to show their school 
fees receipts before writing 

that examination, the bursary 
team went into one of the halls, 
and because of the e-payment 
system, we also devised an e-
payment scanner, specifically 
for the purpose of the examina-
tion and the team discovered 
that about 60 percent of the 
students came into the exami-
nation hall with fake school fees 
receipts.

He continued, “And we found 
it most embarrassing and when 
we started investigating the 
circumstances, the security 
discovered a shop where the 
students get the fake receipts.

“This is a practice that has 
been going on for some time, 
because when a suspect tells 
you that it is something that he/
she has been doing for over one 
year, then you can imagine.

“We also realised that virtu-
ally all the shops around here, 
even those inside the campus 
are involved. And because we 
are determined to see that the 
right thing is done and no per-
son or group shortchanges the 
Polytechnic, we suspended the 

exams, but of-course, we sought 
the consent of the student 
union government before we 
suspended the exams to enable 
students more time to pay their 
fees.

“And so far, we can say that 
the exercise has yielded a kind 
of result we less expected. Be-
tween then and this morning 
we have realised over N43 mil-
lion from school fees. So, it tells 
you the level of rot, it tells you 
what this Polytechnic would 
have lost.

“I have been in this system 
for over 20 years and from my 
experience, as soon as you allow 
students to finish their exams 
without paying their fees, less 
than 10 percent of what they 
owe will be the best that will go 
to the institution.

He thanked the students for 
their peaceful conduct, noting 
that inconsequential protest 
witnessed that morning came 
from defaulting students, “those 
who don’t want to do the right 
thing”.

“You know when you want 

to introduce changes in a badly 
structured system, there will 
be some protests, but if you are 
bent on doing the right thing, 
over time everybody keys in,” 
he stated.

On the issue of the 10 senior 
nurses, redeployed from the 
school clinic, Eboh explained 
that their redeployment was 
done through the intervention 
of Governor Okezie Ikpeazu.

“If it was not for the interven-
tion of Governor Ikpeazu, we 
would have sacked them. But 
he said that they should be re-
tained, but re-assigned to places 
where their services would be 
needed”.

According to him, it is mind-
boggling to employ such a large 
number of senior nurses earn-
ing huge salaries, in a non-
residential campus.

He explained that the institu-
tion has saved about N34 mil-
lion per annum following their 
redeployment, adding that by 
plugging several loopholes, the 
institution had paid five months 
of outstanding salary arrears.
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FSAN and food safety

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

M
ention the name 
NAFDAC, stand-
ing for the National 
Agency for Food, 
Drugs Adminis-

tration and Control, to the aver-
age Nigerian consumer and the 
erroneous impression is that its 
regulatory activities are more 
tailored towards drugs control 
than that of food. That should not 
be. Safe, nutritious and balanced 
diet is not only one of man’s most 
basic needs but a biological one. It 
has also become an economic and 
political weapon in most countries 
of the world. Inadequate food is 
constantly seen as a potential 
source of family break-ups leading 
to recurring socio-economic prob-
lems in communities and nations.

It is in that wise that the estab-

lishment of the new Food Safety 
and Applied Nutrition (FSAN) 
Directorate by NAFDAC is most 
welcome. Its salutary functions in-
clude the need to take all necessary 
steps to ensure that food manufac-
tured, imported, exported, distrib-
uted, sold and marketed in Nigeria 
meet the highest standard of Food 
Safety. Indeed, the Directorate is 
fully dedicated to protecting public 
health and consumer interests by 
providing a one -stop shop for food 
in the area of food safety matters.

A sustained and effective Na-
tional Food Hygiene and Safety 
Policy will assure that food sup-
plied to the consumer is adequate, 
nutritious, wholesome and of 
adequate quality and quantity 
as demanded by the consumer. 
It should not be contaminated, 
hazardous, unsafe or injurious to 
the consumers’ health.

FSAN has therefore put in 
place a policy framework to key 
into global best practices to align 
with the vision of the agency. The 
National Food Hygiene and Safety 
policy is an integral part of the 
Nigerian Health Policy. Although 
when  the Abuja Health Declara-
tion, came into being  years ago it 
was  based on achieving health for 
all Nigerians by the year 2010, food 
safety remains a consistent feature 
of NAFDAC in tandem with the 
United Nation’s Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals(SDG).

 Globally, it is agreed that ad-
equate supply of safe, nutritious and 
wholesome food to the population 
is a major component of every na-

tion’s health policy. These must be 
maintained at internationally ac-
cepted standards. A good National 
Food Hygiene and Safety Policy 
goes a long way towards improv-
ing the wholesomeness of avail-
able food, create better nutritional 
awareness, improve health status 
and improve food trade and eco-
nomic development. Food-borne 
illness and disease such as diarrhea, 
typhoid, and dysentery form a part 
of the morbidity and mortality pro-
file of Nigerians and have been on 
the increase in recent times.

The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) reports have severally 
indicated that illness arising from 
contaminated food is perhaps the 
most widespread health problem 
in the contemporary world. It 
has become a significant reason 
that has reduced socio-economic 
productivity, worldwide. “About 
a decade ago, at least 500 million 
people on earth, majority of them 
children, suffered from malnutri-
tion and hunger. Most of them 
were found living in those parts 
of the world where the food con-
sumed were mostly susceptible 
to contamination by agents of 
diseases,” says the report.

 But it was on 3rd December, 
2015 that WHO released its first- 
ever estimates of the global burden 
of food-borne diseases. It indicated 
that almost 1 in 10 people fall ill ev-
ery year from eating contaminated 
food and 420 000 die as a result. 
Under- 5 children are at particularly 
high risk, with 125, 000 children dy-
ing from food-borne diseases every 

year.  The Report stated that 30per-
cent of all deaths from food-borne 
diseases are in children under the 
age of 5 years, despite the fact that 
they make up only 9percent of the 
global population.

The report, which estimates 
the burden of food-borne diseases 
caused by 31 agents including  bac-
teria, viruses, parasites, toxins and 
chemicals – states that each year 
as many as 600 million, fall ill after 
consuming contaminated food.

Food hygiene and safety policy 
is, therefore, aimed at mitigating 
the major problems, which impede 
healthy development of the people 
and contribute, in no small measure, 
to the morbidity profile in Nigeria.

It in the realization of these 
challenges that NAFDAC and the 
National Bio-safety Management 
Agency (NBMA) have started a 
strategic partnership aimed at 
ensuring food safety in the coun-
try. Both agencies articulated a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) in 2016 to facilitate and 
strengthened their collaboration.

 During that historic meeting 
between the two agencies in Abuja, 
Dr. Rufus Ebegba, NBMA Director 
General/CEO revealed that a lot of 
Nigerians were still apprehensive 
about the quality of food imported 
into the country.  Notable amongst 
these are those with genetically 
modified materials. This calls for 
them to work together to allay fears 
and ensure safety of such products 
to human health. He stressed the 
need for synergy between both 
agencies. Such a partnership will 

protect Nigerians, the environment 
as well as achieve government aim 
of setting them up.

“We need the cooperation of 
each other to work in harmony to 
carryout testing and certification 
of imported genetic modified food 
products,” he said. In a response, 
Mrs. U. A. Bobboi, representing 
NAFDAC Director, Food Safety 
and Applied Nutrition noted that 
government and Nigerians will 
gain immensely if both agencies 
work together. She suggested ways 
and approaches both agencies can 
adopt to ensure the attainment of 
their mandates without compro-
mising on the safety standards 
of genetically modified foods im-
ported into the country.

It would be recalled that by 
Sections 5 and 30 of the National 
Agency for Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and Control Act Cap NI Laws 
of the Federation of Nigeria (LFN) 
2004 the Agency has come up with 
Food-related Regulations on   Food Ir-
radiation, Additives, Food Marketing 
of Infant and Young Children. Oth-
ers include Fortification Regulation, 
Fortification with Vitamin A Food 
Grade (Table or Cooking), Salt, Fruit 
Juice and Nectar, Cocoa Products 
Regulations, Milk and Dairy Prod-
ucts, Fats And Oil.

FSAN should therefore go ahead 
and engage in sustained public en-
lightenment on its functions and 
the roles consumers should play to 
ensure their own food safety.

Synergising freedom, prosperity & big government (1)
out to be not quite as simple as 
many libertarians might think.

The Human Freedom Index 
consists of two parts. One is the 
Economic Freedom Index (EFI) from 
the Fraser Institute, which includes 
measures of the size of government, 
protection of property rights, sound 
money, freedom of international 
trade, and regulation. The other is 
Cato’s own Personal Freedom Index 
(PFI), which includes measures of 
rule of law, freedom of movement 
and assembly, personal safety and 
security, freedom of information, 
and freedom of personal relation-
ships. The Cato and Fraser links 
provide detailed descriptions of the 
two indexes.

In order to explore the way 
freedom influences other aspects 
of human well-being, I will draw 
on a third data set, the Legathum 
Prosperity Index (LPI) from the 
Legatum Institute. The LPI includes 
data on nine “pillars” of prosperity, 
including the economy, business 
environment, governance, per-
sonal freedom, health, safety and 
security, education, social capital, 
and environmental quality.

The EFI and PFI cover 160 coun-
tries and the LPI 149 countries. In 
this post I will use the set of 143 
countries for which data are avail-
able in all three indexes. Detailed 
methodological information are 
sourced from Cato, Fraser, and 
Legatum Institutes.

We can begin by confirming a 
result reported in the introduction 
to the Cato Human Freedom Index, 
namely, that economic freedom and 

personal freedom are closely related. 
Expressing both indexes on a scale 
of zero to ten, with ten indicating 
maximum freedom, a scatter plot of 
the two indexes looks like this:

The correlation coefficient be-
tween EFI and PFI for the 143 
countries in the joint Cato-Le-
gatum sample is 0.53—not an 
especially tight relationship, but 
statistically significant. The slope of 
the trend line is 0.91, meaning that 
each one-point increase in the EFI 
score is associated with a 0.91 point 
increase in the PFI score.

The relationship between eco-
nomic and personal freedom is 
partly explained by the fact that 
both are positively associated with 
income. As the next chart shows, 
that relationship is nonlinear for 
both measures of freedom. The log 
of real GDP per capita, expressed 
in U.S. dollars at purchasing power 
parity, provides a reasonably good 
fit. The correlation coefficients are 
0.51 for log GDP and the personal 
freedom index, and 0.56 for log GDP 
and the economic freedom index.

Using multiple regression analy-
sis, we can recalculate the relation-
ship between economic freedom 
and personal freedom in a way 
that controls for their common re-
lationship to GDP. Taking GDP into 
account increases the correlation 
coefficient between the two aspects 
of freedom from 0.53 to 0.59, but it 
also reduces the slope of the rela-
tionship between PFI and EFI. Each 
one-point increase in EFI is now as-
sociated with a 0.61 point increase 
in the PFI rather than the 0.91 

point increase that was estimated 
without including GDP.  All of these 
results are statistically significant at 
a 0.01 level of confidence.

So far, so good.  We have found 
that personal freedom and eco-
nomic freedom are positively 
associated with each other, and 
that both freedom indexes are posi-
tively associated with prosperity as 
measured by real GDP per capita. 
Good libertarians should expect 
these results and be gratified to find 
them confirmed.

The previous section showed 
that economic and personal freedom 
are positively related to prosperity as 
measured by GDP per capita, but 
prosperity is more than GDP. Liber-
tarians tend to see freedom as also 
conducive to other aspects of hu-
man well-being, such as education, 
health, and personal safety.

There are many measures of 
prosperity and well-being avail-
able. I hope to be able to explore 
several of them and their relation-
ships to human freedom in future 
posts. In this introductory treat-
ment, however, I will limit myself 
to the education, health, and per-
sonal security indicators from the 
Legatum Prosperity Index. In what 
follows, I will refer to the average 
of these three Legatum “pillars” as 
the education-health-safety index, 
or EHS, measured on a scale of 1 
to 100. (By and large, the results 
reported below also hold for each 
of the three indicators considered 
separately, although some of the 
individual coefficients are not 
statistically significant.)

We can begin, as before, with a 
simple scatter plot of EHS and HFI:

As the chart shows, the rela-
tionship between the two vari-
ables is positive and strong. The 
correlation coefficient of EHS 
and HFI is 0.76. Each of the indi-
vidual freedom components also 
correlates positively with EHS, 
although not quite so strongly: 0.68 
for economic freedom and 0.67 for 
personal freedom.

Since EHS, HFI, and GDP per 
capita all correlate strongly with per 
capita GDP, we need to be cautious 
about interpreting the simple cor-
relation coefficients. For example, 
it could be that the apparent cor-
relation of EHS with EFI simply 
reflects the fact that rich countries 
tend to have good schools, hospitals, 
and police forces, but that people in 
rich countries that are free live no 
better than those in rich countries 
that are unfree.

We can, again, set our minds at 
rest by using multiple regression 
to sort out the individual contribu-
tions of each variable. A regression 
of EHS on EFI, PFI, and the log of 
GDP per capita yields a strikingly 
strong result. The overall correlation 
of EHS and the three variables is 
an impressive 0.91. Using the coef-
ficient of determination, R2, we can 
interpret that result as meaning that 
the three variables jointly explain 83 
percent of the variation in education, 
health, and safety among countries. 
The contributions of each of the 
individual independent variables 
are positive and strongly statistically 
significant.
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C
ountries with larger gov-
ernment sectors tend to 
have more personal free-
dom, so says economists, 

(libertarian economists included) 
from the Calo Institute. You know 
Economists love to measure things, 
so the Human Freedom Index 
(HFI) from the Cato Institute is a 
case in point here. Its authors have 
assembled dozens of indicators of 
personal and economic freedom. 
They invite interested research-
ers to use them to explore “the 
complex ways in which freedom 
influences, and can be influenced 
by, political regimes, economic 
development, and the whole range 
of indicators of human well-being.”

This write up will take a look at 
what we can learn from the data 
about the relationships among 
freedom, prosperity, and govern-
ment. The relationships may turn 
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‘Broadcast organisations biggest 
losers in media compliance disputes’

ing the backdoor dealings 
of his staff.

“It is time for industry 
stakeholders to sponsor the 
certification of service qual-
ity by all media monitoring 
service providers in Nigeria. 
This is much like PPMC en-
suring that fuel pumps are 
correctly calibrated so ve-
hicle owners are not shafted 
by fuel marketers or their 
retail attendants,” said a frus-
trated CEO of a broadcast 
organisation who does not 
want his name mentioned.

“Whatever the infra-
structural and technological 
challenges faced by media 
monitoring service provid-
ers, they cannot and should 
not be allowed to play the 
‘policeman’ role if they are 
neither equipped nor quali-
fied to do the job,” he said.

ing with people of different 
characters and opinions, the 
organisation would continue 
to tackle the problems and be 
responsible to get activities 
done efficiently, perform bet-
ter, and overall, ensure social 
and economic development.

Similarly, he revealed 
that N100 million was gen-
erated from the 16 local 
government areas of the 
state by his agency in three 
months, an amount he 
claimed the councils previ-
ously generated in a year. 

He, however, said that 
part of the money was used 
by government to augment 
the payments of workers’ 
salaries because of dwin-
dling federal allocations, add-
ing that N500 million is being 
deducted monthly from the 
generated revenue for infra-
structure development.

when the dubs were com-
pared to audio recordings 
of a monitoring service pro-
vider. In all these cases, the 
owner managers of the sta-
tions were not even aware of 
the attempted fraud by their 
station staff.

In fact, in one case the 
CEO of a reputable televi-
sion network and his team, 
armed with ‘off-air dubs’, 
went to a media monitor-
ing service provider with 
a claim of carrying some 
adverts that the service 
provider had reported as 
not carried, the investiga-
tion reported. The media 
monitoring service provider 
was able to prove beyond 
reasonable doubt through 
its audio playback system 
that the adverts were truly 
not carried, thereby expos-

2016,” he said.
Giving a breakdown 

of what was generated in 
the first quarter of 2017, he 
noted that for the month of 
January, the agency gener-
ated N2.1 billion; for Febru-
ary, it realised N1.7 billion, 
and in March it generated 
N2.7 billion, bringing the 
total to N6.6 billion.

“Comparing this with 
what was generated in first 
quarter of 2016 which was 
N3.4 billion, 2017 has 100 
percent increase over last 
year,” he said. 

Awodun said despite 
challenges faced while deal-

A 
special inves-
t i g at i o n  b y 
M a r k e t i n g 
Edge, a lead-
ing marketing 

and advertising publication, 
reveals that broadcast or-
ganisations are the biggest 
losers in the controversies 
around media compliance 
– the extent to which media 
adverts are carried, planned 
and ordered.

The frequent disputes 
around media compliance 
have been used as excuse for 
delayed payments for media 
adverts and there have been 
allegations of collusion and 
fraud involving staff of ad-
vertiser, media agency and 
broadcast organisations.

Experts say much of the 

K
wara State Rev-
e n u e  S e r v i c e 
(KWIRS) has attrib-
uted the 100 per-

cent increase its monthly 
revenue generation to the 
blockage of perceived finan-
cial leakages using brilliant 
application of automation, 
leading the agency to rake 
in N6.6 billion in the first 
quarter of 2017. 

“Through our operation 
now, we intensify effort 
on automation and disin-
tegrate, to allow the vari-

value of a broadcast busi-
ness lies in its inventory 
of commercial airtime, the 
quantity of advert spots 
available and the quality 
and quantity of audience it 
can deliver to the advertis-
ers. Knowing for sure that 
the advert was carried and 
carried on time is a mini-
mum first step in inventory 
management for the broad-
caster, they add.

According to the investiga-
tion, one of the more serious 
reported cases of suspected 
fraud cites station logs that 
were doctored and rejected 
only after listening to au-
dio recordings from a media 
monitoring service provider.

Another situation had 
a radio station falsifying 
off-air dubs resulting in a 
dispute that was resolved 

ous directorates within the 
services to identify areas 
of intervention within the 
focus of the services and go 
ahead to implement such 
an intervention within the 
budget plan we have,” Mu-
ritala Awodun, chairman, 
KWIRS, told journalists at 
the Media Week Event held 
at the Ministry of Informa-
tion Hall in Ilorin. 

“We automate to elimi-
nate and block leakages as 
many as possible, and that 
has translated to improve-
ment in performance of first 
quarter of year 2017 over 
the last quarter of the year 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org
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D
oing Business  is 
an integral part of 
every human life. 
Without it life be-

comes stifled and boring. As 
no one human being has all 
it takes to be in existence, 
we all have to exchange our 
resources and skills. Business 
can be explained as any form 
of transaction we enter into 
to exchange resource/skill for 
another resource or skill. Every 
single person is engaging in it, 
including those doing white 
collar jobs.

Before the fall of man in 
the garden, his business was 
to fellowship with God and 
to look after the creations of 
God, in return reap the benefits 
from them. After the fall, the 
business continues but in a 
different dimension and level. 
This time he was required to 
toil in order to reap the benefit 
from God’s creation. All of this 
happened because he chose to 
disobey God and fell into sin. 
Irrespective of this, God was 
still willing to intervene in 
man’s life, to reduce the level 
of hardship he would suffer. 
Gen 3:17-20 strangely each 
time, man keeps going further 
away from God’s mercy and 
grace. Look at Cain, instead of 
choosing to do what is right; 
he decided to kill his brother 
in jealousy. And for him and 
the rest of mankind, hardship 
increased. Gen. 4:6-15.

Generation after genera-
tion, as wickedness increases, 
man’s hardship increases. Ev-
eryone wants to make money, 
and so there is a lot of hustling 
causing them pain and mis-
ery. Many people believe it is 
impossible to survive being 
honest. They engage in so 
many fraudulent acts that 
finally deny them of the joy 
of enjoying the money when 
it finally comes. Jesus came as 
a pathway to lead us back to 
God. Even more than Adam, 
we can enjoy the benefit of just 
fellowshipping with God and 
tending what he has created. 
Tending those things would 
require some physical exertion; 
however it’s done with joy and 
peace of mind. This is because 
you are doing it under his grace 
and guidance. You do not have 
to lose sleep, because you have 
put your trust in God. That is 
the nature of business every 
child of God should be doing. 
God is interested in profit and 
so He would teach you how to 
make wealth Deut 8:18.

The sad truth is that the be-
lievers that should know better 
are falling into the same trap 

Christ and impact our world 
for eternity. The wealth we 
make is also to fund the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus. We are the 
only being on earth with the 
DNA to do good and to turn 
darkness into light. Our as-
signment as we do business 
is mainly for the purpose of 
impacting our world for the 
kingdom of God. Each time we 
fail to realise this, we also lose 
sight of eternity and we end 
up becoming victim in life. 
The scripture says whosoever 
lays his hands on the plough 
and looks back is not fit for the 
kingdom of God(Lk 9:62).

While we are here, we can-
not be idle and lazy, we have to 
work and earn a living. However 
the work we do should not be do 
satisfy self rather to fulfill Gods 
purpose on earth. The clear pic-
ture of eternity in our lives would 
always serve as a compass for 
good practice in business and we 
keep us ready for eternity.

So what must we do to keep 
eternity in view?

1. Your undying attention 
to the WORD of God and value 
for the kingdom of God.

Every giant of faith in the 
bible were people with undy-
ing love for God and His king-
dom even in the midst of their 
businesses. Their conversation 
with God were not hearsays, 
they heard and heeded God. 
It never left them that they 
were sojourners here on earth 
– looking for a city with foun-
dation whose architect and 
builder is God (Heb. 11:10). 
Their devotion and allegiance 
to God was second to none.

2. There must be a deliber-
ate effort to remind ourselves 
and put the goal of eternity 
in view.

 The world and its system 
seek to distract us. Their inten-
tion is to cause us to miss the 
purpose for which we were 
born (to affect our world for 
the kingdom), so we need to 
be intentional and deviant to 
their ways. This is tantamount 
to great fight and contention 
and we cannot afford to lose.

3. Desire to put others above 
oneself. In the world this does 
not gel. You put yourself first 
but with us there must be that 
deliberate attempt to ensure 
that others have it well even 
more than if need be. There is 
no better way to be an example 
of a believer other than in our 
actions not in words only.

My sincere prayer and 
hope is that our journey in the 
world of business enhances 
our chances of eternity.

Remain blessed.

Business, life & eternity

KWIRS attributes improved revenue 
generation to brilliant automated system

and losing sight of eternity, 
not realising that what others 
are killing for we already have. 
We are found double-dealing, 
defrauding and even steal. 
Our labour is no longer labour 
of love, it is labour of work 
just to survive and make ends 
meet. In God’s plan for our 
businesses, we are expected to 
operate under His grace and 
strength. Our business should 
be our working field to reach 
out to people with the love of 

L-R: Ufuoma Udjoh, brand manager, Baileys Nigeria: Inyang-Uko-Ekere, corporate business development & marketing manager, Beko 
Nigeria, Baileys BakeFest Partner; Funke Akindele-Bello, Baileys BakeFest celebrity baker; Ogala Ijeoma Mercy, asistant marketing 
manager, Beko Nigeria; Victor Inyang, head, indirect channel partner, Smile Nigeria, and Adebola Adenike, portfolio director, spirits, 
Diageo, at the press conference to annunce the fort-coming Baileys BakeFest 2017  recently in Lagos.Pic by Francis Abiagam 
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…experts call for service quality certification
MABEL DIMMA
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T
he impact of Ni-
geria’s  underde-
veloped mortgage 
system is not only 
o n  i n d i v i d u a l s 

who cannot access housing 
loans,  but als o on most of 
the residential buildings in 
the country which are not 
in formal mortgage and are 
therefore ‘dead assets’ unfit 
for any banking transactions.  
Though there are other fac-
tors,  such as the Land Use 
Act, that contribute to most 
residential buildings not be-
ing in formal mortgage, high 
interest  rate  on mortgage 
loans is a major contributor.

The argument is common 
that if there is any sector of 
the Nigerian economy where 
government’s action or in-
action retards growth, that 
sector is housing. The sector 
is largely underdeveloped be-
cause government has failed 
to come up with policies to 
grow the mortgage system 
which, in other jurisdictions, 
drives housing development 
and homeownership.

As a country of about 170 
million people, the housing 
stock in the country is said 
to be a little above 10 million 
units; homeownership level 
is about 10 percent as against 

Dead assets and mortgage-backed 
residential housing

Talking Mortgage
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92 in Singap ore,  while the 
housing demand-supply gap is 
estimated at 17 million units. 

The reason for this poor 
housing situation is because, 
among other factors,  there 
is  no functional  mortgage 
system and the slow growth 
of the s e ctor is b e caus e of 
i t s  re l at i ve  n e w n e s s  s u c h 
that many people don’t even 
understand why they should 
save their money in mortgage 
banks.

The bigger challenge in the 
slow growth of the mortgage 
sector is that over 90 percent 
of the few residential develop-
ments are not covered by any 
form of mortgage such that of 
the 10.7 million housing units 
in the c ountry,  10 p erc ent 
of which is self-built,  only 
about 5 percent is in formal 
mortgage.

This means that effectively 
ab out 95 p erc ent  of  home 
equity/savings in residential 
developments are ‘dead assets’. 
It is estimated that mortgage 
finance requirement for the 
country stands at between 
N30-50 trillion. This is a big 
problem, but at the same time, 
it is a huge opportunity for 
investors.

Many residential develop-
ments in Nigeria were built 

or bought without recourse 
to mortgage due to the many 
constraints that have to be 
overc ome in  s e curing the 
facility from mortgage insti-
tutions. These constraints are 
mainly regulatory, financial 
and operational.

Land ownership and man-
agement in this country is 
always encumbered by ad-
ministrative difficulties, es-
pecially with the issuance of 
Governor’s Consent which is 
the most contentious com-
ponent of the Land Use Act. 
Apart from poor land registry 
practices, compensation for 
land is based on ‘fair compen-
sation’ which is, in turn, based 
on diverse interpretations.

There is absence of an over-
arching legal and regulatory 
framework for the housing in-
dustry.  Limited access to long 
term funding; lengthy, rigid 
and ineffective foreclosure 
procedures;  non-vibrancy of 
primary mortgage banks and 
low level of participation in 
the National Housing Fund 
(NHF) are some of the finan-
cial constraints buyers have 
to contend with.

Operational costs, reflected 
in high cost of housing de-
velopments such as building 
materials,  land ac quisition 

and transaction c osts  and 
relianc e on exp ensive and 
c onventional c onstruction 
procedures coupled with inef-
ficient land management and 
urban planning system also 
contribute to operational cost. 
Low level of infrastructure 
provision for housing units 
developed, skills shortage and 
insufficient capacity building 
are also part of the operational 
costs issues that need to be 
addressed.

Some experts argue that 
part of the reasons for the low 
mortgage facility for residen-
tial development is mortgage 
operators’ demand for equity 
contribution as prerequisite 
for mortgage loan.  But in-
dustry op erators  say such 
contribution is necessary for 
a number of reasons including 
the need to protect deposi-
tors’ money; need to hedge 
against default; lack of sound 
data-base on Nigerians among 
others.

Equity contribution, they 
explain, is as fundamental to 
mortgage lending as it is to 

regular flow of income. Banks 
usually demand this from loan 
s e ekers  b e caus e there are 
institutional and regulatory 
developments that are still 
lacking in the industry.

“ We don’t  have a s ound 
data-base of Nigerians; the Na-
tional ID Card is still struggling 
and foreclosure laws are still 
not strong,” says Toyin Banjo, a 
mortgage expert, who assures 
that if the banks had all the 
above issues resolved, they 
would give people mortgage 
based on their credit rating.

According to him, as finan-
cial intermediators, it is the 
resp onsibility of mortgage 
banks to protect depositor’s 
money, stressing that for them 
to protect those deposits; they 
have to ask for s omething 
that would act as a back-up 
to the money they give out 
to borrowers. And that thing 
they need to protect the loan 
is what comes as equity con-
tribution. But as logical as its 
demand is, loan seekers see 
it as a major impediment to 
home ownership.

Jubilation as National Housing Funds scheme 
doles out loans to beneficiaries (2)

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

S
ince I knew there were 
a lot I couldn’t do at this 
stage without his con-
sent and cooperation, 

I engaged him robustly. At a 
point; I told him not to com-
mit a dime in the process. He 

should just make his identifica-
tions and other requirements 
available to me and be ready 
to sign any form that required 
to b e signe d as we move d 
along; he reluctantly agreed. 
I continued this process till 
we got approval sometimes in 
November 2016.

S o m e t i m e s  i n  Fe b r u a r y 
2017, Andrew and I were with 
a friend to felicitate with him 
for successfully completing 
his PH.D in Law from one of 
the American Universities. 
Andrew looked at me and sud-
denly burst into laughter. I was 
wondering what would have 
gone wrong. Since I looked 
around and didn’t see what 
could have been the reason for 
such a cacophony of laughter; I 
mustered some courage to ask 
him what was amusing him. 

He said “Barrister, in Novem-
ber 2016, I showed you an sms 
informing me that I had been 
prequalified for the NHF Hous-
ing loan...”, I said yes; he con-
tinued; “..where is the money 
now? It’s gone as always! You 
see, I told you nothing ever 
works in this country. I never 
trusted that process. I knew it 
would end up a scam as ever. 
I didn’t want you to feel bad 
when you tried to talk me into 
it…” Andrew continued with 
all the inadequacies of the 
system. At the end of his long 
sermonisation; I just told him 
to keep hope alive. At least; I 
committed my money into the 
system including the equity 
contribution of over a million 
naira. So; if there is someone 
to be worried, it is me. We 
moved on.

A few weeks ago; Andrew 
dashed into my office early in 
the morning as I was just put-
ting my acts together to hit the 
streets for my daily routines. 
He shouted; “Law, you are truly 
a man of faith. It has happened. 
I just got this alert from the 
PMB account that I have been 
credited the amount you ap-
plied for through the National 
Housing Funds scheme…” I 
could see the disbelief on his 
face. Just like Andrew; about 
seventy others processed by 
my firm became successful 
beneficiaries of the National 
Housing Funds scheme. Today; 
Andrew is a proud owner of a 
three bedroom flat, all ensuites 
in one of the upcoming hous-
ing estates along Lagos/Ibadan 
Expressway via the NHF funds. 
This is the new Federal Mort-

gage Bank. The system is work-
ing again.

I will now ask my teaming 
readers who daily bamboozle 
me with enquiries and almost 
overwhelm me with their 
unbelief; how long will you 
stand on the sideline? Yes; 
you may have made faile d 
attempts. The truth is; no one 
fails till he stops trying. The 
system has become transpar-
ent. There are professionals 
who are ready to give all the 
needed support from start to 
finish. Why don’t you jump 
into the boat why it is still at 
the shores? No one gains from 
doubt. Andrew my friend has 
repaid me every kobo I put in 
the process for him along with 
‘interest’. Today; he is a proud 
owner of a house. Make haste 
while it is yet day...!
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SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

S
igns are beginning to 
proof that the key target 
of limiting foreign ex-
change access to 41 items 
from the Central Bank of 

Nigeria (CBN) window is a good 
move for the nation’s economy 
to rise out of the current state of 
recession. As the Q1 2017 GDP 
result shows signs of recovery, 
positive moves are being made to 
ensure a more positive Q2 2017 
GDP result.

This is coming on the heels 
of the recent inauguration of an 
ultra-modern diaper and tissue 
factory at the Agbara Indus-
trial Layout, by the world class 
FMCG company Hayat Kimya. 
Having invested $ 100 million 
in acquiring a 205,000 sqm land 
and operating on 67.500sqm area 
located at Agbara to float the 
baby diapers factory, the $100 
million factory will manufacture 
Molfix diapers, Papia and Familia 
tissues and would create about 
3,000 direct and indirect jobs.

The Ogun State Governor Ibi-
kunle Amosun who led other se-
nior government officials in the 
state to officially open the plant 
at the inauguration ceremony, 
commended the board and man-
agement of Hayat Kimya for 
placing their trust in Nigeria, 

insisting that the firm will get 
quick return on investment.

The Governor said “This Turk-
ish industrial investor did not 
just occupy this large expanse 
of land in the state, we had an 
agreement and today I am happy 
it has kept it. I can tell you that 
not less than 3,000 Nigerians 
have been employed here be-
cause it is high time issue of 
unemployment was addressed 
head-long. And the company 
is here to stay to further help 
government tame the scourge 
of unemployment through other 
investment drives, wealth and 
economic growth along its port-

folio.
“We have also discussed the 

possibilities of sourcing the 
company its raw materials here 
locally. Because we understand 
this is not only economically 
viable for the company but will 
also expand the frontier of busi-
ness expansion with indigenous 
investors in the country. Nigeria 
and Ogun state are richly blessed 
not only with a human but also 
natural resources which we are 
showcasing to foreign allies to 
tap into”, the governor said.

He further said that Agbara is 
an area that sits league of multi-
national companies. We want 

Hayat Kimya places trust in Nigeria, 
unveils $100m FMCG factory

LG Electronics unveils W7 Oled TV

... Provides 3,000 direct and indirect jobs

L
G Electronics has said 
it is creatively bringing 
the future of electron-
ics to demonstrate life 

changing potentials that tech-
nology has to offer. According 
to electronics giant, its Smart 
technological connected prod-
ucts offer opportunities for 
new functionality with greater 
reliability, higher utilization 
and capabilities that go beyond 
established product limitation.

“LG smart technologies are 
crafte d to help c onsumers 
experience how technology 
in the 21st century will make 
life safer, healthier and more 
efficient than ever b efore. 
Advanced user-friendly ap-
pliances and new smart tech-
nologies would make it easier 
for consumers to meet their 
individual desires for a more 
private space to reflect their 
personalities”.

Rajesh Agnihotri, Head of 
Corporate Marketing, LG Elec-
tronics West Africa operations, 
said in a statement “The world 
we live in today is totally driv-
en by creative technological 
advancement and LG being a 
leading brand in terms of in-
novative products is not resting 

on its oars to see that consum-
ers have arrays of products that 
would help them fulfill their 
dreams.”

According to him, creativity 
has always been at the heart of 
most business across the world. 
“Creativity entails the ability to 
create something innovative 
and appropriate; it is an es-
sential component to get new 
business started and to sustain 
the achievement of the biggest 
companies. That is why life is 
always good and better with 
LG.” he said.

He said LG Electronics pri-
oritizes the aesthetic designs 
of its products to highlight the 
creative streak of each user 
no matter their passion. The 
newly introduced NeoChef 
microwave, InstaView refrig-
erator and W7 OLED TV are 
classical examples of creative 
innovation in technological 
advancement.

“The W7 OLED is remark-
able for its ability to reproduce 
lifelike images of any kind 
with a perfect black, infinite 

contrast and an active HDR 
featuring Dolby vision. It is 
an epitome of creative innova-
tive work of art with its sleek 
razor-thin screen, which allows 
audience to have a real life-like 
experience while viewing it”.

According to him, the  LG’s 

HEZRON ATUNDE

them to adopt schools were our 
children will be exposed to and 
trained, the roads in the area 
are bad and we will need about  
$23billion to fix Atan to Agbara 
road. We told this company to 
foot 40% of the bill and the gov-
ernment will take 60%. With 
this partnership, we would be 
able to develop the road network 
infrastructure.”

According to the Governor, 
the Hayat’s multi-million dollar 
investment in the country would 
act as a catalyst for other Turkish 
companies that are looking to ac-
cess new markets in Nigeria, and 
especially Ogun State.

premier 2017 OLED TV was 
the first to deliver Dolby At-
mos, which provides viewers 
with a comprehensive audio 
and visual experience while 
enhancing user-convenience 
with the WebOS3.5 smart op-
erating system.

 In designing its line of prod-
ucts, LG has mastered the art of 
fussing creativity and innova-
tion, he said.

However, it is interesting 
to note that LG’s home appli-
ances stand out to consumers 
for its aesthetics and usability. 
Its product such as CordZero, 
InstaView Refrigerator has 
b oth b e en b estowe d with 
various prestigious design 
awards for their ingenuity 
and creativity.

Interestingly, LG Electronics 
has introduced life changing, 
highly creative and innovative 
products to bring about smart 
connected and safe world. The 
future promises some of the 
most cutting-edge technol-
ogy ever to be experienced by 
mankind. The individuality of 
these products would give a 
creative expression to consum-
ers’ experience.

LG Electronics has there-
fore responded to satisfy the 
yearnings and aspiration of 
its consumers, by embracing 
creative designs as a way to 
differentiate it products from 
competing brands, as well as 
provide concrete user benefits 
to consumers.

The African Brand Congress 
has announced Rosemary’s 
– The Soft Furnishing Com-

pany as winner of its Africa’s 
Best-In-Class Furniture/Interior 
Decoration Company for 2017. The 
award was announced as part of its 
African Brand Leadership Merit 
Awards held recently in Lagos, 
according to a statement.

In its notification and congratu-
latory letter preceding the award 
ceremony, the African Brand 
Congress Organising Committee 
stated that the 2017 award was 
conferred on merit based on the 
technical committee’s research 
report on the interior decoration 
and furnishing industry.

Receiving the award on behalf 
of the company, Ezinne Kufre-
Ekanem, CEO of  Rosemary’s – The 
Soft Furnishing Company ex-
pressed gratitude to the organizers 
for the recognition and ascribed its 
success to its “ever increasing num-
ber of satisfied clients who give us 
challenging projects and their post-
service referrals over the years”.  
Kufre-Ekanem also thanked its 
staff around the country for their 
continued contribution to the 
daily drive of the company to make 
Africans home proud despite the 
difficult operating climate.

Rosemary’s is a niche-focused, 
home comfort company special-
izing in soft furnishing and interior 
design with a deep belief in person-
al service. Established in 2003, the 
company operates 3 showrooms 
in Lagos and Abuja and was voted 
Nigeria’s Most Creative Business 
at the SuccessDigest Enterprise 
Awards 2007.

Rosemary’s wins Africa’s 
best-in-class furniture/
interior decoration 
company 2017
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In seeming renaissance, indigenous artworks are beginning to find their ways onto the walls and 
lobbies of many corporate organizations, and in other unlikely places, writes OBINNA EMELIKE.

Arts in unusual places

W
alking into one 
of the branches 
of Guaranty Trust 
Bank in Victoria 
Island, Lagos, on 

a day preceding a public holiday, 
Hilary Onuh, an artist, expected 
crowd. But despite the near chaos 
situation created by the bank cus-
tomers who were thronging the 
bank hall due to malfunctioned 
ATM machines, Onuh finds solace 
in the bright coloured painting 
hanging on the opposite hall.  Even 
from afar, the tones of the colours 
resonate with him. On a closer ob-
servation, he discovers that the art-
work is a brilliant piece by Gerald 
Chukwuma, an enterprising artist 
he met during an art workshop in 
Osogbo. “Great one”, he enthuses.

Beyond Gerald Chukwuma, there 
are many artists whose works are 
hanging on the walls, lobbies and 
lounges of some corporate offices, 
hotels and even hospitals across 
the country. It is now a growing 
trend for corporate beautification 
and a pointer to the fact that many 
corporate organisations in the 
country have come to understand 
the importance of artworks espe-
cially paintings to the beautifica-
tion of their workplace.

Today, there are over 5,000 indig-
enous artworks hanging in corners, 
receptions, banking halls and even 
boardrooms of the bank across the 
country and overseas. And so also 
are thousands of artworks perfectly 
clinging on walls in many corpo-
rate offices across the country.

The works come in different 
genre, format, designs and looks 
from big names such as Bruce 
Onabrakpeya, Yusuf Grillo, Bio-
dun Omolayo, late Ben Enwonwu 
among others visual art icons 
to younger artists such as Osa-
henye Kainebi, Ben Osaghae, Peju 
Alatishe and Lemi Ghariokwu, 
Unoma Giese, Priscilla Nzimiro, 
among others.

GTBank seems to lead other 
banks in the patronage of artworks 
since opening its doors to custom-
ers in 1990 at its then headquarters 
in Victoria Island. The bank still 
maintains some paintings of Abra-
ham Uyovbisere across some of its 
branches today.

While the artists are now be-
ing patronize by these set of new 
clients, interior designers are the 
middlemen that ensure the ex-
change happen more often now 
than before. To sustain the stream 
of income from this business, 
interior designers have incorpo-
rated paintings and sculptures as 
integral parts of their designs, and 
encouraging facility managers and 
managements of most corporate 
organsiations to see art not just as 
artwork, but as an essential com-
ponent of the built environment.

Yet, most visitors to these corpo-
rate places who are often preoc-
cupied by their official visit and 
even staff hardly take notice of the 
beautiful creations by these gifted 
hands unless they are inclined 
towards aesthetics.

The early 1990s probably ushered 
in this culture of corporate patron-
age of arts and generous display 
of it in offices.  There are many 
corporate reasons for the action. 
Some corporate organisation do 
so with the mind that exhibiting 
quality art in the office gives your 
environment a cultural edge and 
adds a degree of sophistication to 
your surroundings. For the likes of 
GTBank, art in the office offers that 
all-important finishing touch that 
helps to enhance the office and 
provides a level of detail, which 
makes the bank stand out from 
the rest.

Beyond the obvious need to make 
workplace more pleasant for the 
employees who inhabit them, many 
corporate visionaries (usually at the 
rank of CEO) throughout the late 
1990s to early 2000s came to view 
artwork as a platform for goodwill 
and respectability. In many instanc-
es, GTBank, Nigerian Breweries, The 
Wheatbaker among others have 
reached out to the arts community 
and generously sponsored compe-
titions on a local and international 
basis for original works to showcase 
in their facilities.

Aduni Oyemade, an interior 
decorator, notes that beautiful 
artworks in offices inject dyna-
mism into the office environment. 
“The workplace never grows stale, 
visitors and customers alike are 
better relaxed while employees 
are stimulated by their stunning 
surroundings”, she notes.

Nowadays, most corporate or-
ganisations not only commission 
artists to create unique works 
through their creative ingenuity, 
they also go to art auctions to buy 
what could be referred as corporate 
collections.

They also use the opportunity to 
restock their collections, acquire 
choice works by renowned old 
and contemporary artists or even 
appreciate the delightful handwork 
and masterpiece of some African 
creative hands.

At the May edition of the Art-
house Contemporary Auction 
held on May 22, 2017 at the Kia 
Showroom, Victoria Island, Lagos, 
‘Anyanwu’, a 6ft 10 inches bronze 
work by Ben Enwonwu, sold at 
N54,050,000, and was the evening 
top sale, breaking a new auction 
record as the highest selling work 
of art in an auction in Nigeria.

Trailing behind ‘Anyanwu’ is 
El Anatsui’s ‘Reflekisi’, a wood 
panel from 2017, which sold for 
N16,675,000 while ‘Ogolo’,  an-
other work from Enwonwu, sold 
for N13,800,000. The work is a 
watercolour on paper from 1989 
which features a figure wearing an 
Ogolo mask engaged in vigorous 
dance movement.

Also at the auction, a mixed 
media work by Peju Alatise, who 
is currently representing Nigeria 
at the Venice Biennale, sold for 
N 5,175,000 while Ben Osawe’s 
Mask, a wood sculpture from 1987 
that takes inspiration from ancient 

artifacts from Benin and Gabon, 
sold for NGN 4,600,000.

But the intruige of the art auction 
is that half of the purchases were 
made by corporate organizations.

Lemi Ghariokwu’s works on 
Fela which sold like hot cake end 
up in corporate reception and of-
fice walls. “I am always delighted 
to hear from those who know me 
that my works had been spotted 
on walls in some offices in Lagos. 
It means they will outlive me and 
what else does an artist want than 
that endorsement and fulfillment”, 
Ghariokwu says.

Truly, it would be difficult, if not 
altogether impossible, to envision 
a well-designed corporate office 
facility devoid of an artwork. Segun 
Lawal, a trained art manager says 
art in some form is an essential 
component of any working envi-
ronment, whether it be in the Lagos 
skyline hosting high-profile cor-
porate headquarter buildings or a 
modest start-up Internet loft space.

But while you may probably say 
hotels are more leisure than offi-
cial, they house more artworks and 
decorations nowadays because of 
a seeming cultural renaissance on 
décor with African theme.

The growing presence on arts 
in corporate places, according to 
Lawal, is good for the artist’s im-
age, career and economy and is a 
good concept by corporate vision-
ners who over time have come to 
discover that art is necessary to 
humanise the workplace.

But a top bank executive whose 
banks pay less attention to arts, 
says corporate organizations that 
patronise arts have come to real-
ize that arts adds dimension and 
reflects different points of view of 
their client and society at large. “It 
is becoming a business asset, not 
an afterthought”.

But the few artworks in corpo-
rate places are beginning to create 
expanded responsibility for the 
architect or interiors specialist de-
signing office space. The designer’s 
role now encompasses the broader 
psychological territory of selecting 
and placing art for optimum results. 
Whether working directly with a 
client or in collaboration with a well-
trained art consultant, the designer 
must have the ability to effectively 
converge art and architecture into 
a harmonious composition.

However, in these days of cor-
porate down-sizing and cutting of 
cost, going for arts, according to 
the executive, is thinking creatively 
in budget-driven times. Instead of 
buying expensive imported furni-
ture, flower vases and glass deco-
ration, a beautiful and indigenous 
artwork will make a difference 
at the reception, lobby and even 
boardroom, argues the executive.

But what better ways to appreci-
ate and sustain creativity in the 
society than corporate support the 
arts because of their huge financial 
muscle. By so doing, you create job, 
empower the artists and give value 
to their profession.
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When ‘The Now Collectives’ inspired, connected 
African photographers for growth

A
s photography con-
tinues to grow into 
a major industry in 
the creative space 
across the globe, 

Africa and indeed Nigeria can-
not be left behind. Leveraging 
advances in technology, a new 
generation of African photog-
raphers is emerging to shape 
its own narrative and tell its 
own story from within. How-
ever, hostile environment and 
absence of the right kind of ex-
posure, mentoring and collabo-
ration are combining to stall the 
growth of these emerging talents 
who desire to launch themselves 
into the next level.

It was the need to change this 
narrative that brought about The 
Now Collectives (TNC) photogra-
phy conference, a gathering for 
photographers to connect, share, 
learn with other colleagues 
in the industry, be inspired, 
enlightened and broaden their 
skills. Tagged ‘Africa’s Biggest 
Photography Conference’, the 
two-day event held at Oriental 
Hotel in Lagos on June 13-14, 
2017.

At a press briefing to kick-
start the conference, Segun 
Olotu, UK-based multiple award-
winning photographer and con-
vener of TNC17, said The Now 
Collectives was born out of a 
need to bring photographers 
together, empowering them to 
create their own style of captur-
ing awesome moments.

“Our aim is to bring together 

renowned and experienced 
photographers but also young 
creative youths yet to kick-start 
a career in photography due to 
various constraining factors. 
The Now Collectives would be 
giving them a great foundation 
to launch their career as well 
as give them an opportunity to 
meet with top renowned pho-
tographers from around the 
world,” Olotu said.

The conference, he said, was 
also inspired by other such con-
ferences he has attended in the 
United States and elsewhere, 
such as Fearless Photographers, 
adding that such conferences 
have proven to birth skills, de-
fine careers and produce some 
of the industry’s icons.

He said photography as a 
profession has created job for a 
lot of young people and helped 
them to earn some cash rather 
that stealing or sleeping out there 
on the street.

“The Now Collectives will like to 
see participants leave the confer-
ence more creative and inspired 
for the moments ahead,” he said.

In keeping with this vision, 
the conference speakers were 
carefully selected from a vast 
pool of internationally-acclaimed 
photographers from around the 
world including the USA, UK, 
Canada, South Africa, Romania, 
Kenya and Nigeria with an ob-
jective “to provide the necessary 
platform to share, learn, equip, 
enlighten and broaden the skill 
base of participants”.

The two-day event featured 
trainings, live shoot demonstra-

in their own right, from around 
the world to share with local 
photographers and expose their 
minds to become better at what 
they do is a way of giving back.

Every one of the speakers, he 
said, made immense sacrifices to 
see the event come to fruition, 
adding that the participants 
did not have to pay as much as 
what they would ordinarily be 
charged for such international 
masterclass.

“The Now Collectives has 
something we call Now Giving 
Back. So what we did for this 
event was some kind of giving 
back. We have few photogra-
phers that have paid, and we 
have others that we have helped,” 
he said.

“These amazing photogra-
phers from different parts of the 
world have come to give back 
their knowledge. Beyond that, 
Bayo Omoboriowo contributed 
money. Olu Akintorin paid for a 
photographer who won a contest 
he organised for the event, and 
Amy Anaiz as well has prom-
ised to give out her old camera 
to any photographer in Nigeria 
who doesn’t have a camera. All 
of us here, you can give an item, 
you can give your time, you can 
give your brain, we are all giving 
back,” he said.

The Now Collectives confer-
ence is planned to be a yearly 
event, according to Olotu, who 
expressed hope that next year’s 
event would be bigger and better 
and that the government would 
listen to the voice of Nigerian 
photographers.

tions, moments of inspiration and 
critique sessions – all designed to 
spark deep inspirations and con-
nections among the participants. 
Indeed, the array of talented 
speakers and the way they did 
justice to their carefully chosen 
topics ensured that the partici-
pating young photographers had 
more than their money’s worth.

Christelle Rall spoke on ‘Prac-
tical Elements to Inspire You 
Towards Stronger Wedding Im-
ages’, Olu Akintorin spoke on 
‘Finding Your Place as a Pho-
tographer’, Bayo Omoboriowo, 
personal photographer to Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari and 
chief photographer to the State 
House, spoke on ‘Journey from 
a Street Photographer to a Presi-
dential Photographer’, Adebiyi 
Akinsemoyin, New York-based 
investment strategist, spoke on 
‘Investing in Your Business and in 
Yourself’, Chad Pennington spoke 
on ‘I Don’t Always Get It Right, 
But I Get Close’, while Gabriela 
Matei and Marius Tudor  spoke 
on ‘Storytelling’.

Other topics included ‘The 
Emotional Story’ by Beena and 
Anil Tohani, ‘Refinement in the 
Details’ by Amy Anaiz, ‘Main-
taining a Career in an Ever-
Changing World’ by Richard 
Beland, ‘Building Influence and 
Sustainability’ by Bisi Alawode, 
‘Elevating Creativity and Edu-
cating the Market’ by Mauricio 
Arias, and ‘Inspiration – Live 
Shoot’ by Amy Anaiz.

Omoboriowo emphasised the 
need for photographers to think 
big, learn more, see more, become 

CHUKS OLUIGBO more, and stretch themselves 
and their abilities beyond their 
current psychological limitations 
so they don’t remain complacent 
with where they are and think 
they are getting it right.

“If there is nothing inspir-
ing you, you could be earning 
N50,000 for a wedding shoot and 
think that’s the best there can 
be because every other person 
around you is earning N20,000. 
But when you see someone earn-
ing N5 million, you know there is 
so much more that can be done,” 
he said.

He identified lack of collabo-
ration among Nigerian pho-
tographers as well as hostile 
environment as some of the 
challenges stalling the growth 
of photography in the country, 
adding, “I think we grow by 
sharing and taking others along. 
Through collaboration we inspire 
one another, we get to share ideas 
and grow.”

A number of the participants 
who spoke to BDSUNDAY were 
excited at the opportunity and 
said they would put into practice 
what they had learnt at the con-
ference to improve on their craft.

Giving back
B e yo n d  e m p o w e r m e n t , 

TNC17 is also a way of giving 
back. For the convener, Olotu, 
who is passionate about inspir-
ing photographers worldwide, 
giving them the support they 
need to gain entry into the local 
and international market, the 
coming together of these amazing 
photographers, who are veterans 

A group photo of speakers and attendees at the conference.
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‘I enjoy interpreting characters 
that are my total opposites’

Fashionpreneurs hone skills

Since 2010, DAVID CHOCARRO; an Argentinian actor, host, presenter and model, has been starring in many television series on Telemundo. The likeable 
actor, who has growing Nigerian fans on Dstv speaks to OBINNA EMELIKE on his complex characters, challenges, new roles and desire to visit Nigeria.

A
re you aware of your 
huge popularity in 
Africa, particularly 
Nigeria?
I know that people in 

Africa recognize me from watching 
me on the Telemundo Internacional 
network, but I was unaware of my 
popularity. It is great to find this out, 
and it makes me very happy.

I receive a lot of messages on so-
cial media from Nigeria and other 
countries in Africa. I am extremely 
grateful for this.

Will you welcome an invitation 
to Nigeria?

I would love to go to Nigeria. I like 
to travel and see new places; it would 
be a pleasure to visit your country.

Most of the recurring themes 
we’ve seen in telenovelas revolve 
around drug abuse, prostitution, 
gang rivalry, domestic violence, 
police corruption, how prevalent 
are these issues in your country and 
other South American countries?   

Certainly, the topics you mention 
are real current issues in many of 
our countries. In several of the se-
ries I have worked in, I have created 
awareness of these issues, and I have 
also started community campaigns.

Do these telenovelas in a way help 
to reduce the rate of these crimes?

Indeed, I think they have an in-
fluence on reducing crime rates. As 
artists, we have to take advantage 
our exposure to raise awareness of 
important topics.  

How was it working with Aracely 
Arambula?

This was my first time working 
with Aracely Arambula and it has 
been a great experience. We have 
learnt a lot from each other, and had 
fun in the process.

 What makes Saul Aguirre stand 
out in this telenovela (Iron Rose) and 
what are the consequences playing 
a role like that?

The thing that stands out about 
Saul Aguirre in Iron Rose is that he 
is not perfect— he is far from it. You 

will see a man who contradicts him-
self not only in love, but in his values. 
It is a character very close to reality. 

 What attracted you to the script 
of Iron Rose?

What I have liked most about Iron 
Rose is having the chance to make 
an impact on society, because this 
story highlights many real issues. 
And I could not miss the chance to 
work with Aracely Arambula and 
Danna Paola.

What are your highlights and 
lowlights of this production? 

The best thing without a doubt is 
the quality of the production, the 
casting, the story and the friends I 
made. The hardest part was that it 
was filmed in Mexico and I had to 
travel every week to Miami to see 
my family.

Are you concerned that the mes-
sages conveyed by the production 
may be wrongly interpreted and 
therefore produce negative conse-
quences? 

On one hand, I do not think that 
the production or the actors are re-
sponsible for educating. On the other 
hand, we should be able to share and 
create awareness on a personal level 
since we have a lot of people follow-
ing us on social media.

You have interpreted many roles 
from that of a psychopath to a dot-
ing boyfriend, how challenging are 
these roles, particularly your role in 
La Casa de al Lado (Behind Closed 
Doors)?

I enjoy interpreting characters 
that are my total opposites, because 
I have more fun, and it gives me the 
opportunity to play around a lot 
more. My character in Behind Closed 
Doors was one of the ones that I have 
enjoyed the most, and one of the 
most difficult ones to create.

How was it like directing your 
first play ‘Futurofobia’?

Directing ‘Futurofobia’ was a beau-
tiful experience because the play 
was written by my wife, Carolina 

O
ne of the emerging sec-
tors in the economy, 
fashion, was again put 
on the spotlight on 
Thursday by Funke 

Susan Medun, CEO of LeapWorld 
and Shola Dawodu, CEO of SMETT 
(Small Medium Enterprise Tink 
Tank) at the Hangout for All Fash-
ionpreneurs held at Mosesola 
House, Allen Avenue, Ikeja.

The event offered a platform for 
aspiring fashion designers and those 
in the fashion business to build a 
strong network with top fashion 
designers, as well as, educate all 
fashion designers on steps in mak-
ing the fashion business go forward.

Addressing the participants, Me-
dun, emphasised the importance of 
the event to the development of the 
fashion industry. According to her, 
it is necessary for anyone to have a 
basic understanding of a business 
before they start it.

“The main aim of this event is 
networking. It is important we 
meet each other and know where 
we can help ourselves. The im-
portance of this is for us to really 
have a good knowledge about the 
fashion industry. This event is to 
prepare us for the bigger event 

Laursen, and the audiences had a 
great time.  In fact, it has been my 
wife’s most presented play, with 
300 shows in five countries.

You have been with Telemundo 
since 2010, how has your relation-
ship with the production com-
pany been? What’s next for you?  

I am very grateful to be work-
ing with Telemundo as they have 
always considered me for complex 
characters. My career has taken 
greater heights since I first started 
working with Telemundo.And, 
I can share that one of my next 
projects is portraying one of the 
greatest characters I have come 
across in my life. You will hear 
about it soon. 

H o w  c o m f o r t a b l e  w e r e 
you playing nude scene in ‘El 
Prinncipio de Arquimedes’?

Honestly, I was never comfort-
able doing nude scenes, but my 
character did it naturally. It was 
needed in the play, as part of the 
story. I never thought about doing 
nudes in theatre, but when I got 
the script in my hands, I never 
hesitated to do.  

 How do you compensate long 
hours spent on set with your 
family?

I have always said that quality is 
better than quantity. Besides, my 
family is constantly traveling with 
me or I am travelling so see them, 
so we do not feel so distant.

her desired result without having 
the right team. According to him it 
is necessary to always ask yourself 
this question “what role am I to play 
in the industry”.

Bisola Adeniyi, CEO Lady Biba, 
delivered a presentation on how 
fashion entrepreneurs can grow 
their businesses. Most business 
crash because they go to the bank 
to get a huge loan for start-up and 
when it is time for them to pay back, 
they start having difficulties. Start 
small with little income you have, 
when you have gained ground and 
need to push ahead, you can think 
for signing up for a loan”.

On her part, Florence Olumo-
dimu, CEO, LDN Productions, edu-
cated the participants on the impor-
tance of marketing in promoting 
their businesses. She emphasised 
the importance of social media in 
selling products and services.

“You need to understand your 
customers and be where your 
customers are. If you have a busi-
ness and you are using a phone, 
you should be on all social media 
platforms to sell your products. It 
is important that your social media 
contents should be engaging and 
genuine,” she explained.

is a wide one, it is necessary you 
find out where your skill fits in the 
industry. You can’t be everything. 
It is necessary you specialize in 
a particular skill and perfect it. 
The most important thing is your 
finance. You don’t spend every 
money that enters your business. 
Don’t spend it at all,” she advised.

The importance of building the 
right team was the focus of Adetola 
Adebowale CEO, Wapa Apparels 
at the event. According to her, a 
business person cannot achieve 

that will be coming up soon,” she 
explained.

There are over 100 participants 
present at the event with two panel 
sessions. The first session was for 
experts in the fashion industry 
who shared their success stories 
with the participants including 
the steps needed to attain the level 
success in the fashion industry. 
The second panel had experts in 
the corporate industry who talked 
about the pecking order in running 
a successful business.

In her keynote speech titled: 
‘Fashion as a Keynote Driver of the 
Economy’ Kafeel Shittu, explained 
the role of Bank of Industry (BoI) 
in promoting the fashion industry. 
She said: “The fashion industry is an 
immerging sector and it is therefore 
necessary we participate in moving 
the industry forward. As an indus-
try, we are business service provid-
ers and seek to assist you with the 
necessary requirement you need to 
start your business. We as BOI, we 
are fully involved in growing any 
fashion start-up business with the 
intent for fashion to take its rightful 
place in the economy.

While explaining how to get a 
loan from BoI, she said the bank is 

willing to put applicants through 
the process of securing the loan. 
“You must have all the required 
documents requested by the bank. 
We have been able to set up a 
digital SME mobile app that helps in 
facilitating the role of BoI. You can 
always access the App”, she added.

During one of the panel sessions, 
Sola Babatunde, CEO, OSC College 
of Fashion, advised participants 
on the need to have proper struc-
ture for their business to prevent 
crumbling. “The fashion industry 

David Chocarro
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T
he review of a new book 
work usually c ompris es 
critiques, praises, observa-
tion as well as technical 
viewpoints in presenting 

such intellectual composition to the 
entire reading public.

The foregoing is therefore, in line 
with the above tradition.

In this new book- Hunting Tears, the 
author- Sharon Onyinye- delves into 
the annals of literary depth, one which 
is well ribboned with master storytell-
ing ability, explicit details of subsequent 
events as well as articulate composition. 
At the first glance, one forcibly tends 
to accede to the mystique that embod-
ies this metamorphic allusion and its 
antecedent effects. Yet, behind the 
mind resounds an interrogation, why 
Hunting tears?

After reading the book, one can’t but 
pause to ponder whether this brilliantly 
penned prose is the brainchild of a teen-
ager. The reasons are not far-fetched.

One is the applaudable genius with 
which she subtly transversed the world 
of imagination using words as the wheel 
of this voyage of astute penmanship. 
Flipping through each page, one is 
constantly moved to worlds of satire, 
mysticism, anthropology collapsing into 
spellbound moments of suspense while 
the head remains buried in every single 
turn of events thereof.

Secondly, in an era that is generally 
known that our society is no longer 
a reading nation both in adult and 
largely in today’s youth, this book 
is produced as a vindication for the 
young people from snare of condem-
nation and as a proficient tool of so-
cial re-engineering, morals inclusive 
and manual for cultural renaissance 
which seek to state unequivocally that 
the unity of the nation is absolutely 
non-negotiable. This work couldn’t 
have come at a better time most es-
pecially when many contemporary 
writers such as Sefi Atta, Ngozi Chi-
manmanda Adichie, Taiye Selaisse, 
Nike Campbell-Fatoki to mention but 
a few have decisively tolled the line 
of diasporic tale telling rather seeing 
into the very consciousness of Moth-
erland, the writer does otherwise by 
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addressing certain societal concern 
such as Child labour, agonies of single 
parenthood and peer pressure, aptly 
painting imageries that the common 
man may readily comprehend. This 
is not to say that the aforementioned 
writers have not contributed to the 
body of knowledge or polity of nation 
building. Not in the very least because 
they are of immense positive values to 
the society at large by being amiable 
literary icons and ambassadors of our 
dearly beloved land.

In her opening paragraph, she writes: 
“A good number of people gathered in 
the cemetery, all in black robes “.This is a 
similar culture world over, particularly 
in Africa as the last rite of passage to a 
deceased. By stating this, therefore, she 
had fired the first shot!  The subsequent 
lines described the travails suffered 
by Gozie whose mother was being in-
terred. First, the irrepressible sorrows 
of his mother’s demise and having to 
continue with his furtive lifestyle as a 
vicious thief.

The writer visits Ilorin frequently- 
the ancient town established hereto, 
as the base of the deceased and his 
son. On the other hand, she reflects on 
admirable village life in the East asso-
ciated with cool breeze of nature, mul-
titudinous vegetation and communal 

existence. The village settlers exist in a 
closely knitted ambience which affords 
them seldom or full interference in oth-
er people’s affair. This meddling brought 
Chiekpu to the house of another.

In a similar vein, the writer romances 
the use of Idioms and wise sayings in-
termingled with use of English and Igbo 
languages, intermittently keeping on a 
steady pace of events. There is deploy-
ment of Pidgin English -a localised form 
of communication, all geared towards 
enhancing easier comprehension for 
all and sundry.

Consequently, the story is one filled 
with sad turns as the title suggests. We 
see Gozie’s mother weeping at every 
turn. The first was at her husband’s ill-
ness and death, the unabated agony of 
raising a child alone, fear of losing the 
child to sinister activities and even in 
death, her ghost shed tears with roving 
figures of herself to her only child.

Then, fate (Chi) and destiny is set on 
two dimensional planes when Chiekpu, 
an adopted Child of Gozie’s grandpar-
ents replicated as an Ogbanje with 
enormous magical powers with special 
gift as a totem for wading off the Un-
seen becomes hapless at the time of the 
haunting visit of Gozie’s mother. There’s 
a clash of love, bitterness, regret and de-
sire as the poor boy is caught either two 

divides: Living or committing suicide. 
The latter reigned supreme.

It is instructive to note that at a 
certain time, the author omitted to 
intricately tell of certain happenings 
such as Gozie’s father transition to 
his son which leaves us all to making 
certain inferences. Again, the faith of 
the grandparents is at first registered 
as Catholism while the practice and 
doctrines thereof are of Pentecostalism. 
Did they convert? Such detours may as 
well be forgiven as every work of Art 
in itself is a perfect work.

We may as well ask- Did the Hunting 
Tears ever dry? Or better paraphrased, 
why the Hunting Tears? Either of the 
questions remains relevant as the title 
as a hydra-headed one with several 
sentiment and answers.

The haunting tears in my own view 
stemmed from the anguish suffered by 
Gozie’s mother who had sought to save 
her unborn Child from premature death 
and lost her husband. She lost almost all 
even her life.

The crux is not to point fingers at 
Nneoma for such a desperate move but 
it reveals the daily sacrifice women and 
indeed mothers pay in ensuring that 
their children excel in their endeavours 
towards the implementation of every 
life ambition in articulated mission.
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Star-studded line-up for 2017 BET Awards
MABEL DIMMA

M
usic heavyweights Chris 
Brown, Lil Wayne, DJ 
Khaled, Big Sean, Post 
Malone, Roman Gian 
Arthur and Jessie Reyez 

have been announced by BET Africa, 
to perform at its 2017 “BET Awards” as 
well as Lifetime Achievement Award 
recipients New Edition.

The iconic annual show will also 
have performances from previously 
announced hit makers including 
Bruno Mars, Future, Migos, Trey Songz 
and Tamar Braxton. The 2017 “BET 
Awards” has set the standard for one 

 Africa will be greatly represented at 
the prestigious event with singer and 
humanitarian Yvonne Chaka Chaka 
and social activist Ilwad Elman being 
awarded with International Global 
Good Star and Power Awards. Eight 
leading African artists including AKA, 
Nasty C, Babes Wodumo, Wizkid, 
Tekno, Mr Eazi, Davido and Stonebwoy 
will all vie for the Best International 
Act: Africa category.

“Amazulu” crooner Amanda Black 
and Tanzanian performer Ray Vanny 
are nominated for Viewer’s Choice 
Award “Best International Act”, in con-
junction with performers from the UK, 
South Korea, Canada, Australia and 
Jamaica.  

Jason Derulo is guest star at Coke 
Studio Africa ‘Global Fusion Edition’

C
oke Studio Africa has con-
firmed Mega Platinum star 
Jason Derulo as the show’s 
guest star this year set to 
feature on a special episode 

themed the Global Fusion Edition. The 
American Pop/R&B singer and dancer 
who is currently riding high with his 
latest banger ‘Swalla’ is expected to 
jet into Nairobi, Kenya this week to 
participate in the recording of Coca-
Cola’s flagship African music show.

During his time at Coke Studio, 
the new-school, multi-talented cre-
ative giant who has sold over 50 
million singles and impressively 
achieved 11 platinum singles includ-
ing ‘Wiggle’, ‘Talk Dirty’, ‘It Girl’, ‘In 
My Head’, ‘Trumpets’ and ‘Marry Me’ 

all my expertise, learn and exchange 
ideas with the African artistes, pro-
ducers and the show’s creators as I 
discover what they have to offer,” he 
says.

Two of Africa’s hottest music pro-
ducers, Masterkraft (Nigeria) and 
DJ Maphorisa (South Africa), will be 
tasked with producing all the African 
artistes and Jason Derulo, after which 
all the music will be performed and 
recorded live alongside Coke Studio’s 
highly talented house band.

This year, Coke Studio has merged 
Coke Studio Africa and Coke Studio 
South Africa into one, bigger and bet-
ter, Coke Studio Africa 2017, which 
includes artistes from South Africa, 
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Ethiopia, Nigeria, Ghana, Angola, 
Zimbabwe, Togo, Cote d’Ivoire, Mada-
gascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, DRC 
and Cameroon. The new season is 
set to premiere in different regions 
from September this year and will 
broadcast in more than 30 countries 
across Africa.

Coke Studio Africa is a non-compet-
itive music collaboration show which 
seeks to bring together and celebrate 
the diversity of African music and 
talent. It also gives upcoming artistes 
the opportunity to work with some of 
the best local and international music 
and production talent. It brings to-
gether artistes from different genres, 
eras and regions to create a modern 
and authentic African sound through 
musical fusion.

of the most intently unconventional, 
news-provoking broadcasts. Hosted 
by stand-up comedian Leslie Jones, the 
2017 “BET Awards” is sure to include 
unforgettable moments, appearances 
and performances you won’t want to 
miss! The 2017 “BET Awards” will air 
across Africa on Tuesday 27 June.

Alex Okosi, Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Managing Director of Viacom 
International Media Networks (VIMN) 
Africa, commenting on the awards 
said: “The rich performance line-up 
certainly lives up to the prestigious 
nature of the annual ceremony and 
Africa is undoubtedly well repre-
sented with 12 African personalities 
being honoured across three different 

categories. It is also exciting that Af-
rica’s own Trevor Noah, an acclaimed 
international star, will be presenting 
an award.” 

In addition, leading entertainers 
across television, film, sports, com-
edy and music join as presenters at 
the 2017 “BET Awards” including 
Trevor Noah, Yara Shahidi, Cardi B, 
Issa Rae, Jamie Foxx, La La Anthony, 
the cast of Universal Pictures’ “Girls 
Trip” (Regina Hall, Tiffany Haddish, 
with Jada Pinkett Smith and Queen 
Latifah), Robin Thede, Cari Champion 
and Demetrius Shipp Jr.. These names 
represent some of the most accom-
plished talent and rising stars in the 
industry today.

will meet and work with 
11 talented African stars. 
They include Dela (Kenya), 
Rayvanny (Tanzania), Bebe 
Cool (Uganda),  Mr. Bow 
(Mozambique), Falz (Nige-
ria), Joey B (Ghana), Betty 
G (Ethiopia), Jah Prayzah 
(Central Africa Republic/

Zimbabwe), Shekhinah (South Af-
rica), Locko (Cameroon) and Denise 
(Madagascar).

“I am excited to be part of Coke Stu-
dio Africa 2017. I can’t wait to arrive in 
Nairobi to meet and make great music 
with the African superstars,” Jason 
says ahead of his anticipated arrival.

“I am also looking forward to lend 



I have never been ashamed 
of where I produce from

T
ell us a bit about this 
flagship shop
After years of selling 
online, that’s the e-com-
merce, we decided to 

have a flagship shop, which is 
the visual shop where people can 
actually see our collection first 
hand. It is where you can see, fit 
on and then buy, as against the e-
commerce where the items are just 
delivered to the customers. This 
gives clients a feel of what they 
are buying, so that’s what this is 
all about. In fact it has been a long 
time coming and now it is a reality, 
after a lot of years and months of 
putting it in the bank.

How do you feel with this 
milestone?

I am really excited because this 
has been my dream for a while. It is 
a first step for us to be able to grow. 
My dream has always been to have 
a Nigerian brand because when 
I hear people say Zara is Spain, 
I want people to also say Twon 
Nigeria, anywhere in the country.

How has demand been for the 
Twon brand?

The good thing about it is that 
the Twon brand is beginning to 
stick. When we say it is a brand; it 
is actually becoming a brand real-
ity that people are beginning to 
refer to. For instance, a lot of people 
don’t call me Jane; they just call me 
Twon- that means it is beginning 
to get into people’s subconscious 
as a brand- that is very good. It is 
hard for you to have a brand as 
a designer and someone actually 
forgets your name and calls you 
the name of the brand instead; for 
me that is a good plus.

What did it take you to set up 
this shop?

A lot! In fact this has been 
months of work. At a point, I was 

One fabric that is syn-
onymous to Nigerians, 
irrespective of region is 

the Ankara fabric; and of course, 
one can never go wrong with it. 
Many designers employ this fab-
ric in making garments, acces-
sories and other fashion items.

So it is heart-warming that 
the Lagos state government 
has set in motion plans to host 
the maiden Ankara carnival as 
parts of efforts to resuscitate the 
moribund textile industry and 
create job opportunities for the 
unemployed.

Olawale Oladunjoye who 
addressed a news conference 
in Lagos said that the carnival 
would hold around September 
2, 2017, at the Teslim Balogun 

JANE GAM-DEDE, of Twon-by-Jane designs recently opened her mainden boutique lounge in a serene area of Lekki, in Lagos. 
In this interview with MABEL DIMMA, she shares on her milestones and also plans for her fast growing Nigerian brand.

Life&Living

in place, the next thing is to intro-
duce it to people, to put it in people’s 
faces, after which we are good to 
go. Also, for me I do not think I am 
competing with anybody because 
we have our own unique style.

How is the future for Twon?
We are excited because we 

have a lot of things planned; like 
in September, we will be with the 
Abia State government, having a 
fashion show in the United States 
of America, and tagged ‘Abia State 
International fashion week’.  Twon 
will be headlining at this event, be-
cause it is a purely Nigerian brand 
and we produce from Aba. We 
will be partnering with the state 
government to have that show. We 
are also talking, looking at how we 
can have an exclusively made-in-
Aba showroom. For now, I think 
the Abia state government is using 
me as their brand ambassador for 
made-in-Aba because they front 
us to really show the expertise and 
craftsmanship that comes out of 
Aba and then made-in-Nigerian 
products.

It is interesting; Twon is from 
Bayelsa, so how come you are do-
ing more with Abia State?

I think it is just my commitment, 
my campaign and devotion to the 
made-in-Nigeria brand and for a 
long time, I have been able to see 
the craftsmanship that comes out 
from there. Aba as a place has one 
of the best craftsmanship in Nige-
ria, so it is surprising to me when 
people go to Senegal or Cotonou to 
bring in tailors, when we have it all 
in Nigeria. It is just that we do not 
take our time to go there to find the 
right people- meanwhile they are 
littered all around.

But why not Bayelsa…?
Bayelsa does not produce any-

thing! But I think it is my work- it 

Lagos up to the world fashion 
stage,” he said.

He said that the carnival 
would not be limited to Lagos 
alone; but would be taking to 
other parts of the country and 
the West African sub-region.

“Ankara fabric is popular in 
Nigeria and in its neighbouring 
countries such as Ghana, Cote 

is not about who you are, or 
where you are from, it is all about 
the work. My work is devoted 
to creating that made-in-Nigeria 
and I have never been ashamed 
of where I produce from. After 
a while, they have been able to 
recognise that fact, that there is 
somebody who is not ashamed; 
because even when their own 
people are ashamed to say “this is 
made in Aba”, I proudly say “This 
is made in Aba.” And when you 
see the products, you see how dif-
ferent it is. So I think that is what 
they have been able to accept and 
applaud Twon too.

How far with your Eko-For-
Show collection?

The Eko for show line, like 
when we started, this was the 
line we wanted to come into 
Lagos with-this is the first phase 
of the Eko-for-Show line; the sec-
ond phase will soon be out. For 
instance, you can see the Adire 
playsuit; so we are bringing a lot 
of things made from Adire. When 
we are going to New York, it is 
basically going to be Akwete, the 
local woven Igbo fabric- that is 
what we are going to be showing 
internationally. We are respect-
ing the environment that we are 
in now; for the fact that we are 
just coming to Lagos, we felt we 
should do something that reflects 
the story of the place. I am the 
easy-breezy-kind of designer, so 
naturally, I am not a flamboyant 
person; but when you are coming 
into an environment where you 
know the people are flamboyant, 
you have to live up to that demand- 
so I am trying to up my game. We 
are hoping that people will give us 
a chance. We are not competing 
with anybody, we are just a label 
that is trying to make our name 
and stay relevant in the business 
that’s all.

d’Ivoire, Cameroon, Benin and 
Senegal. Its history dates back 
to the 17th Century before the 
coming of the colonial masters 
when the fabric was known as 
wax,” he said.

The carnival would feature 
Ankara exhibition, award pre-
sentation to the ‘Omidan Anka-
ra’ and a carnival night. Its high 
point will be the emergence of 
The face of Ankara Lagos.

The winner of The face of 
Ankara Lagos will initiate An-
kara-related-pet projects aimed 
at skills development, cultural 
re-orientation and learning. It 
would also include the empow-
erment of youths and producing 
entrepreneurs in the fashion 
industry.
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thinking that my team and I should 
just suspend the opening, but I 
just thought again, let us go along 
with it and face our fears. So that is 
where we are today.

You are known in Bayelsa 

Stadium, Surulere.
He said the aim of the event 

tagged “Lagos Ankara’’ carnival 
was to give facelift to the Ankara 
fabric which had gained popu-
larity in the global fashion scene.

According to reports that 
Ankara, formerly known as 
Dutch wax print, was originally 
manufactured by the Dutch for 
the Indonesian textile market, 
but the prints garnered more 
interest in West Africa than in 
Indonesia, leading to the birth 
of African print.

Oladunjoye said that the La-
gos Ankara Carnival 2017 would 
be an avenue to facilitate the 
exposure of Nigerian designers 
to the world. And that it would 
also be an annual event with the 

and Rivers States; Lagos is a new 
frontier. How do you plan to get 
people here?

That is a challenge and I am 
excited but so far, we’ve had a good 
outing.  First and foremost, I think 
our quality will speak for us, as well 
as our designs. Once those two are 

capacity to establish many prof-
itable companies and provide 
jobs to millions of Nigerians.

“We are confident that the 
advent of the “Lagos Ankara’’ 
carnival will strengthen the 
“Ankara’’ local market and open 

Experience Ankara at Lagos Carnival



TheWorshippers

A
s a preacher there must have 
been a history before your 
conversion, could you please 
tell us about that journey?

I grew up in an environ-
ment where nobody cared about who God 
is. Nobody taught me the way of God. I was 
living and growing daily with rebellious 
spirit. From my childhood, I was addicted to 
alcohol drinks, caused havoc to members of 
the community, smoked cigarette, woman-
ised and all manner of evil. I had no respect 
for any elder. Satan was busy using me to 
perpetrate all kinds of evil deeds. I did not 
know I was doing anything wrong. I thought 
it was a normal life. If I was not around, the 
community would be peaceful. As soon as I 
returned, every parent began to keep their 
children inside their houses because I had 
a roaster for people that I beat daily. You do 
not have to offend me before I beat you. If 
you are on my roaster on a particular day, 
I would trace your address and bring you 
out and beat you except I did not see you. 
I would go to church to steal money while 
people are praying. But one day, specifically 
January 12, 1987, I went to Apostolic Faith 
Church at Olayiwola Street, Agege with the 
mission to go and steal money but Jesus ar-
rested me. I cannot explain how it happened 
but all I knew was that Jesus appeared to me 
and showed me the evils that I have done. I 
was ashamed of myself and I started cry-
ing like a new born baby. That was where 
I was led to Christ and since then, I started 
a journey of eternity with Christ. Satan is 
deceitful. When you are committing sin, 
he will encourage you to continue but you 
never know he is preparing you for perdi-
tion. Every sinner is in bondage. You may 
have money, children, wealth and all sorts 
of earthly possessions but you are a slave to 
Satan. He can take anything from you any 
day. Apart from that, the end of your journey 
after this world is hell fire. I thank God I was 
delivered to serve Him. That is why I have 
made up my mind that I will not spare the 
kingdom of darkness. I have declared a total 
war against Satan and his cohorts.

What are the challenges you have faced 
in the past 19 years in your deliverance 
ministry?

There are so many challenges. As a deliv-
erance minister, majority of the congregants 
are women but God has really helped me to 
overcome because of the covenant between 
God and me. There have been series of open 
confrontation with witches and wizards 
because of their victims that God used me 
to deliver. There have been challenges with 
jealous men and women of God. There have 
been several scandalous cases.      

How do you overcome the challenges 
associated with ministry?

I am so close to God and anytime chal-
lenges come, I go back to God that called me 
and there is always a solution. I have never 
been overcome by any challenge; rather it is 
always promotions and progress thereafter.

Christ Crusaders’ Deliverance Minis-
tries is 19 years old. Can you share with 
us what God has done and how you got to 
this height?

I really want to appreciate God for 
his faithfulness so far. We have cause to 
celebrate because of all that God has done 
for us especially in the past 19 years of the 

ministry. It has been gallery of praises since 
we started this year’s anniversary. We set 
aside one hour daily, 6am to 7am to praise 
God, no prayer since Monday, and praise 
night on Friday. We also held three-day 
crusade at Osaro Junction, Akute from 
Tuesday to Thursday. We have reasons to 
praise God because of His goodness over us. 
This is a place where a ‘nobody’ becomes a 
‘somebody’. Our slogan here is ‘my enemy 
must die.’ Life is not a funfair; it is a warfare. 
We teach people how to live a holy life and 
fight the battle of their life on their knees 
after which they come back to testify the 
goodness of the Lord. The journey has been 
full of ups and downs but God has taken all 
the glory. If I look back and imagine how we 
started, I have nothing to say than to thank 
God. We started this ministry at Oore Ofe 
with 13 members under two borrowed 
canopies. Today, by the grace of God, we 
have seven vibrant branches both in Lagos 
and Ogun State with dedicated ministers, 
workers and members. We have a vision 
and that is, to set the captives free through 

prayer and deliverance. And God has been 
supporting this vision. I prayed to God to 
give me the grace that anybody that comes 
across me and my ministry with tears on 
his face should go back home rejoicing. 
God has answered that prayer. As you can 
see for yourself, people have been sharing 
testimonies about what God did for them on 
this mountain. Many women that came here 
with 25 years of barrenness have come back 
with their covenant children. People that 
doctors have written off their cases, saying 
they have few hours to live are alive today 
because they have been touched by the 
God. How many HIV positive individuals, 
after prayers on this mountain, have gone 
back to the laboratories and confirmed that 
they have been restored? Many people came 
here wretched and almost making up their 
minds to commit suicide because life has no 
meaning to them again. But we prayed for 
them, introduced them to Christ, told them 
it was because of them that Jesus Christ 
came, died and resurrected. Today, they have 
recovered their destinies and doing exploits 

in the vineyard of God. It is the Lord’s doing 
and it is marvelous in our sight.

Marriage is something the enemy is us-
ing to attack young Christians today, what 
is your advice to Christian youths on the 
issue of marriage?

Marriage is a life contract. It is another 
journey of life and wrong choice will make 
someone to endure for life. Heb. 13:4 is God’s 
standard for marriage, it says: “Marriage 
should be honored by all, and the marriage 
bed kept pure, for God will judge the adul-
terer and all the sexually immoral”, (NIV). 
As a lady, keep your virginity. Do not allow 
anyone to take advantage of you because of 
money, job or assurance for marriage. If you 
do, you have broken the bond of security for 
successful marriage. As a young man, do not 
sleep with anyone you have not paid her 
bride price, it is a curse. Wait upon God for 
the bone of your bone, do not manipulate. 
If you jump in without God, very soon, you 
will jump out and it may be too late for you.  

Let’s talk briefly about politics, how do 
you see governance in Nigeria especially 
with the president being away?

My candid advice to all leaders in this 
country whether the President is in the 
country or not is that they should remember 
that position is not eternal. One day, death 
will come and they will spend their eternity 
either in hell or in heaven. Any country 
that sheds innocent blood and refuses to 
consider the masses is under the curse of 
God. Whether you are a Senator, Governor, 
President, Local Government Chairman or 
anything, be careful, bloodshed carries a lot 
of generational curses.

What is your message to politicians as 
they prepare for 2019 elections?

They should go there with interest of 
people that vote for them in their heart and 
also possess the fear of God. They came to 
this world naked and coffin is the last office 
they will enter one day, no one can dodge it. 
And you know, the coffin will be so narrow 
that it cannot contain any other thing apart 
from their dead body. Why then should is-
sues of life be a life and death affair? Vanity 
upon vanity, all is vanity. How many presi-
dents or heads of states have died before? 
So, everyone would go one day. We should 
allow this principle to guide us anywhere 
we find ourselves.

What is the legacy you intend to leave 
behind as a minister of God?

The legacy of complete obedience, loyalty 
to undiluted word of God, and holiness that 
qualifies us for heaven.
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‘It’s counterproductive to mortgage 
our lives for vanities of this life’
In this interview with SEYI JOHN SALAU, Pastor Festus Oluwatosin 
Adewole, general overseer of Christ Crusaders’ Deliverance Ministries, 
Akute, Ogun State, spoke about his 19 years experience in God’s vineyard, 
the testimonies from his ministry, and other issues. Excerpts:

T
he General Superintendent of the 
Deeper Christian Life Ministry, 
William F. Kumuyi, has urged 
Nigerians to tolerate one another 

for peaceful co-existence. Speaking to 
journalists in Enugu on his arrival for a 

3-day crusade in the South East, Kumuyi 
maintained that ‘If we can turn away from 
self-concentration and think about the wel-
fare of others, the country will be a better 
place to live. A situation where we think 
only about what we want and how we will 
be fulfilled without thinking about other 
people does not solve any problem. We 
should ask what we can contribute in this 

single life to create harmony in the society; 
the challenges facing the country will be 
resolved. That is my message to Nigerians.”

Pastor Kumuyi was on his way to Ebonyi 
State for a 3-day crusade that will also see him 
in Anambra and Enugu states in separate cru-
sades titled ‘Connection With God of Power 
in Times Like This’ His trip to the South East 
geopolitical zone would be rounded off next 
week with visit to Abia and Imo states.

During his ministrations, Kumuyi will 

also pray for quick recovery of President 
Muhammadu Buhari from his present ail-
ment, the unity of the church, South East 
zone and that of the country in general. 
He will also use the event to seek the face 
of God on security and other challenges 
besetting Nigeria.

“We chose the theme of the crusade 
because we believe that God has the power 
to solve all problems but the missing link is 
the connection with him personally. We 
have problems in the country but we have 
to look at those issues objectively in order 
to proffer solution,” the cleric said.

Kumuyi urges tolerance, peaceful co-existence among Nigerians
…Storms South East for crusade

REGIS ANUKWUOJI, Enugu

Pastor Adewole
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Organised by Plus-
size Fashion Week 
Africa (PFWA), the 

event will spotlight apparels 
of plus size women. Accord-
ing to the organisers, the 
maiden edition of PFWA is 
themed ‘Celebrating the real 
African woman’.

It is billed to attract over 
20 designers who will take 
the stage and exhibition 
booths to showcase their 
designs and fashion pieces 
specifically made for the 
plus-size woman.

The fashion show will 
feature varieties of runway 
shows, exhibitions, busi-
ness talks, fashion enter-
prise on skills acquisition 
as well as diet talks. PFWA 
is aimed at maximising the 
growing focus of the plus-
size fashion industry and 
also the promotion of the 
African culture.

The event will also serve 

Dieting tricks for weight loss

F
ood is not the enemy 
to a healthy and fit 
life, but unconscious 
consumption of it can 
pose an obstacle to 

maintaining a healthy lifestyle.
Based on the above, to be fit, 

you need to have a conscious 
control of what you eat, when 
you eat it and the proportion 
of what you eat. Did you know 
that you can shed unwanted 
body fat by simply cutting 
out or reducing certain kinds 
of food?

Did you also know that you 
can put in hours at the gym but 
ruin or stall your results with 
very poor diet? When I say 
diet here, I don’t mean eating 
boring salads and living like 
you’re starving. No, I’m talking 
about eating a healthy portion 
of all the necessary classes of 
food that form a balanced diet. 

That being said, if your goal 
is to lose some weight or main-
tain steady body weight, these 
eating tips may help you:

DON’T SKIP MEALS
If you’re starving, you’re 

more inclined to eat an extra-
large portion. It may work 
best to eat three well-planned 
out meals and snack on fruit 
or a healthy snack twice in 
between meals. Avoid going 
longer than five hours without 
eating something.

KNOW YOUR FOOD POR-

TION BASICS
Knowing your rule of thumb 

in food portioning is crucial 
when you need to choose the 
right portion size quickly; for 
instance, knowing that 1 cup 
of breakfast cereal is about the 

size of a fist; or that 3 ounces 
of lean meat (fatless meat) is 
equivalent to a deck of cards. 
See the image for a quick guide 
to portion sizes.

 Use portion-control plates
These are handy plates with 

CHINWE OBINWANNE painted lines or in some cases, 
smaller plates that help meas-
ure carbohydrates, proteins, 
vegetables and fat. Research 
shows that people who use 
portion control plates are more 
likely to lose weight and main-
tain steady body weight over-
time than those who don’t.

Cultivate good “eating out” 
habit

It is very easy to mess up 
your diet when you are out; 
it could be the quick lunch at 
a restaurant, or the tasty jol-
lof rice and assorted meat at a 
wedding reception or even just 
visiting that friend who loves 
to stuff you with ice cream 
and cake. But you can choose 
not to because saying ‘No’ for 
a greater good isn’t so bad.

If you are eating out, first 
drink two full glasses of water, 
then fill your plate with green 
veggies, and get full on those 
before eating other food.

Chances are that after these, 
you may not eat a lot of what 
you’re offered. If you ordered 
it, you can simply ask to have 
it packed to go.

Plan your meals
Find time especially on 

the weekends to write down 
what you intend to eat the 
whole new week. Make a 
healthy food timetable if you 
must. Don’t forget to plan your 
snacks too. Some good choices 
of snacks are: three cups of 
plain (No butter, sugar or salt) 

popcorn, 17 small grapes, a 
6-ounce container of Greek yo-
gurt or artificially sweetened 
yogurt, a tennis-ball size piece 
of fruit, plain crackers, wheat 
bread.

When eating, eat slowly and 
avoid eating while watching a 
television program or reading. 
Somehow, eating while doing 
other activities make you eat 
more. Instead, concentrate on 
the food you eat and savor 
every bite. Then you can tell 
when you’re actually full and 
stop eating.

You don’t have to loathe 
food or avoid it in order to lose 
weight.  You need the energy 
and nutrients that food supply 
to enjoy a stable health and 
weight. Try these tips, they 
work, but before you do, make 
sure to check your weight and 
take your measurements, then 
apply these tips with a regular 
exercise routine weekly and I 
promise you, in three weeks 
to one month, your results will 
shock you.

Bio: Obinwanne is the CEO 
of NAIJAFITMOMS, an online 
fitness and healthy outfit, which 
specialises on encouraging 
mothers to lead a healthy eat-
ing lifestyle. 

Follow Naijafitmoms on In-
stagram and Facebook @
naijafitmoms

Plus-size fashion show to hold in Lagos Let’s Talk Women with Peace Hyde, Adedoja Allen

as a platform to search for 
Africa’s next plus-size mod-
el. The modelling competi-
tion will start from July 1. 
Successful participants at 
the auditions will grace the 
stage at the PFWA and will 
also be signed, trained and 
developed by a renowned 
modelling agency.

Let’s Talk Women is a City 
105.1 FM show centred on 
the development of women 

with a drive to ensure women get 
more recognition in their various 
fields of work. The show, which 
is hosted by the MD/CEO of the 
radio station based in Ikeja, met 
with Peace Hyde, a British-Gha-
naian TV personality and media 
entrepreneur.

Peace Hyde spent a great por-
tion of her life in the U.K., where 
she practiced as an Education 
Specialist, with six year worth of 
experience within the education 
sector in her kitty.

She has also, more recently, 
been made a Forbes Woman 
Africa correspondent, hosting a 
12-part series, Against the Odds 

The event will hold on 
August 5 at the main ban-
quet hall of the Oriental 
Hotel, Victoria Island, La-
gos. The Plus-size Fashion 
Week Africa was birthed 
out of the need to stop 
the stigmatisation and 
body shaming of plus-size 
women.

with Peace Hyde.
Doja Allen raised talking points 

which included what it was like 
being approached by Forbes 
Woman Africa to be a part of this 
new project, how she felt being 
listed as one of the Most Influen-
tial People of African Descent in 
2017, amongst Oprah Winfrey, 
Bishop TD Jakes and Trevor Noah.

They also spoke about some 
of the biggest challenges faced 
while working in the media; how 
she typically deal with critics who 
say, “you don’t quite represent a 
picture of women empowerment” 
– which is the idea behind her 
new programme and the advice 
she would give to any young 
women looking to follow in her 
career path.



Daniel Obi

Beijing: A city on the march

I 
was really excited when I 
was invited alongside an-
other Nigerian journalist 
from the Sun Newspa-
pers, Ikenna Emewu, to 

attend the 7th Digital African 
Conference in Beijing, China 
late last month. The enthusi-
asm was not only  to report the 
proceedings of the conference, 
but more importantly to see 
a country that has suddenly 
become the toast of the world 
economy.

From poverty, devastations 
caused by some factors in-
cluding war, unproductively 
and hunger, China with now a 
population of 1.3 billion people 
proved to the world that large 
population is really strength. 
In the last 40-50 years, the 
country with great leaders and 
determination without political 
rivalries, started great economic 
reforms, with focus and drive 
which have paid off today.

On touching down in Beijing, 
I was welcomed by an ambi-
ence airport and beautiful city 
by every parameter, with good 
flyovers, good road networks, 
street lights, effective traffic 
lights and motorists’ obedience 
to them, walkways and public 
utilities. It appears our hosts 
deliberately delayed our move-
ment from airport to town, so 
that I and other African jour-
nalists from Congo Brazaville, 
Cote D’Ivoir and Egypt could 
appreciate the city in the night. 
Their ‘trick’ worked.

Throughout my one week 
stay, I neither noticed police 
check points nor traffic warden, 
but this did not suggest absence 
of security. There were security 
cameras mounted at strategic 
places. The streets were neat 
devoid of refuges, heaps of rub-
bish and all manner of wastes 
papers on the roadsides.

With 1.3 billion population, I 
had also expected to see crowd 
and horde of people in the city 
of Beijing. This pushed me to 
ask one of my Chinese friends, 
“where are the people? China 
is a country with large expanse 
of land which accommodates 
the population. Moreover, “Up 
till now, the Chinese society is 
largely rural with slightly over 60 
percent in the rural areas,” says 
a Nigerian economist.

After the conference, some of 
the African visitors were taken 
to some of the tourist sites in-
cluding the Great Wall of China 

and the Museum. 
Today, the ancient Great 

Wall is an identity to China and 
whoever climbs up to 1,500- 
meter wall is considered a ‘man’. 
According to history, the “Great 
Wall of China is a series of for-
tifications made of stone, brick, 
rammed earth, wood, and other 
materials, generally built along 
an east-to-west line across the 
historical northern borders of 
China to protect the Chinese 
states and empires against the 
raids and invasions of the vari-
ous nomadic groups of the Eur-
asian Steppe. Several walls were 
being built as early as the 7th 
Century BCE; these, later joined 
together and made bigger and 
stronger, are now collectively 
referred to as the “Great Wall.”

For those who tried to climb 
the wall, like me, it was a te-
dious task. Some visitors were 
able to make it to the top after 
several rests on the beautiful 
constructed steps, with resting 
path way, while others started 
coming down half way. Some 
other people used cable cars 
to and fro for 200 RMB (about 
N1,500).

With vision, the Great Wall 
was designed as a tourist cen-
tre attracting huge amount of 
money to government annu-
ally. While visiting the sites, 
including the museum, that at-

tract about 20,000 visitors each 
day, I asked myself, where can 
I take foreign visitors to when 
they come visiting me in Lagos 
or Nigeria. Today, Nigeria is 
still contemplating whether to 
commercialise or privatise the 
National Theatre. The boats 
that can take people round the 
lagoon are mostly in rickety 
condition and there are no 
well-designed boats for tourism 
purposes round the lagoon.

In China, most people, espe-
cially foreigners are not asking 
whether the roads and other 
infrastructures are built by the 
government, private sector or 
PPP arrangement, but the for-
eigners, like me were excited 
about the beautiful infrastruc-
ture that added to the good 
perception that China enjoys 
today.

In Nigeria, it took the Federal 
Government almost 18 months 
to approve request by Lagos 
State government to reconstruct 
and beautify Airport-Oshodi 
road, a major road used by in-
ternational visitors to Nigeria. 
It is also said that some states 
have rejected requests by some 
churches to reconstruct certain 
roads.  Instead, as alleged, the 
states are asking the churches 
for the money so that they (the 
states) can award the contract. 
At the end, the roads are left in 

a state of disrepair.
The approval by FG is com-

ing two months after Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode publicly 
accused the Federal Ministry 
of Works, Power and Housing, 
manned by his predecessor in 
office, Babatunde Fashola, of 
frustrating his administration’s 
effort to reconstruct the road 
into 10 lanes with streetlights. 
On the approval, endorsed by the 
Acting President, Yemi Osinbajo, 
who also approved Chief Justice 
of Nigeria, Walter Onnoghen 
as CJN,  Ambode commended 
Osinbajo’s statesmanship in 
fast-tracking the earlier stalled 
process.

“We are very appreciative of 
the good gesture of His Excel-
lency, the Acting President for 
acceding to our request which 
is not only very timely but a very 
heart-warming one. Poster-
ity will never forget this genuine 
developmental action”, Governor 
Ambode said.

Back to China, the people are 
hospitable and accommodating. 
On the streets, they were point-
ing at us (African delegates) and 
taking pictures with us. When I 
asked William Masy, StarTimes 
official who was conducting me 
and other journalists from other 
African countries around, why 
some of the Chinese we met on 
roads were pointing at us, he 
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said they were excited to see us. 
At most eateries we went to, the 
people were ready to entertain 
us. Eating with their sticks was 
really difficult as I resorted to 
spoons.

As friendly as they are, lan-
guage of communication was 
an impediment as most of them 
could not speak in English Lan-
guage. In Beijing as in all cities of 
China as Emewu explained, “it is 
a world almost bereft of external 
communication for newcomers. 
One shocker you would have in 
China to make you feel like run-
ning away is being shut out of 
communication. In China, most 
of the ICT communication plat-
forms are not applicable. 

For instance the Google, the 
major internet search engine in 
common world of a Nigerian, 
is not in use in China. It has the 
alternative made in China”.

The outcomes of reforms in 
China, according to Chukwuma 
Soludo, former CBN governor, 
have been impressive. “China 
has transformed from an un-
der-developed country to a 
middle-income emerging mar-
ket status”. Nigeria has a lot to 
learn from China’s focus-driven 
economic development.

And I keep wondering, when 
will Nigeria, my beloved coun-
try, join the league of the devel-
oped world?
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Sailing with Details on Lagos water

F
rom its entrance, the Lagos 
Yacht Club wears a beauti-
ful look courtesy of the 
many prestige cars packed 
by members, the luxury 

yacht boats many of which are about 
to set for the day’s contest, and the 
dignitaries unwinding in style.

The clubhouse beams with lively 
activities as members exchange 
pleasantries while awaiting the kick 
off of the maiden edition of ‘DETAIL 
Pursuit Race’; a sailing competition 
sponsored by Detail Commercial 
Solicitors (DETAIL), an enterprising 
Lagos-based law firm.

Moments later, 24 boats each 
manned by two sailors or rather 
contestants who are safely adorned 
in yacht gears, started the sailing 
competition. The boats sail accord-
ing to their capacity and speed; 
while the slow boats started first, the 
fastest boats left the yacht last. The 
concept, according to David Kruyt, 
Commodore, Lagos Yacht Club, is 
to give every contestant a chance to 
deploy the boats, display skills and 
eventually win.

The first, and supposedly, slowest 
boat left as 3:10 pm and setting the 
mood for a memorable cool Saturday 
evening for the race. Each boat gave 
the next two minutes to allow for 
fairness.  

As the boats keep leaving, they 
spread across the Lagos Lagoon in a 
beautiful format worthy of captaur-
ing with camera by guests and family 
members at the clubhouse, bystand-
ers on the nearby bridge, motorists 
on traffic and even crew members of 
vessels waiting to berth at the Apapa 
Port. Gradually the contesting boats 
sail farther and disappeared from the 
views of the guests.

However, the club house lived up 
to expectations as it kept feting the 
guests with food, wine and drinks 
while awaiting the contesting yacht 
boats to return. Besides the food and 
wine, guests were treated to quality 
live band entertainment by Heroes 
Band, a local band with diverse 
flavours.

As well, Detail Commercial Solici-
tors, the sponsor of the race, branded 
the surrounded by dressing guests 
in their corporate T-Shirts, caps and 
other souvenirs.

It was until Ayuli Jemide, lead 
partner, DETAIL, rang the huge bell 
at the club house that the guests 
discovered that the contestants were 
set to return and moments later the 
boats started coming in one straight 
amid cheers by a crowd of well-
wishers and guests of DETAIL.

The exhausted contestants were 
quickly refreshed at the special cor-
ner provided by the sponsor while 
waiting for the award and trophy 
presentation ceremony.

Before the trophy presentation, 
David Kruyt, Commodore, Lagos 
Yacht Club, explained that the race 
was held under three categories; 
Mixed Monohull Class, Hobie Class 
and Lightning Class, while Jemide, 
lead partner, DETAIL, called out 

dignitaries to present the trophies to 
winners.

The top winners in the different 
categories of the fiercely contested 
race included; Henk Wymenga and 
Onne Van Wyde who won the 1st 
place for the Mixed Monohull Class 
category; Marc Coakley and Pauline 
Voyeau, who displaced others to 
emerge 1st place winners for the 
Hobie Class Category; and Robert Bal 
and Martijn Bekke, who won the 1st 
place for the Lightning Class category.

At the mention of the overall 
winner, the crowd cheered like never 
before as Eddie Avy and Gabriel 
Hunsa were specially recognised 
and presented trophies as the win-
ner of the maiden edition of DETAIL 
Pursuit Race.

The excited Avy Avy, as the win-
ner is fondly called by club members, 
commended Detail Commercial 
Solicitors for giving the club members 
opportunity to have fun while show-
casing their skills on water.

After presenting trophy to the 
overall winner, Ayuli Jemide, lead 
partner, DETAIL, explained the 
rationale behind the sponsorship of 
the race saying, that the law firm was 
pleased to support the Lagos Yacht 
Club’s sailing activities and also give 
back to the clients by sponsoring the 
race. Jemide also assured the leader-
ship of the yacht club of the law firm’s 
commitment at making the DETAIL 
Pursuit Race an annual event.

The clients who graced the race 
were excited over the unique way 

the law firm chose in giving back 
to them. Emmanuel Katepa, one of 
the clients of the law firm who came 
with his wife, described the race as 
a unique platform for unwinding, 
networking and furthering the cor-
dial relationship that exist between 
his organisation and DETAIL. “This 
is unique and beyond the usual 
Corporate Social Responsibility. For 
me, DETAIL has taken another bold 
step even outside the confines of the 
very busy corporate environment to 
a more relaxing and most-friendly 
place I have ever been to in Lagos”, 
the excited Katepa said. 

But while Katepa was full of ap-
preciation, Charles Ojo, another client 
of Detail Commercial Solicitors, noted 
that there is no other way to appreci-

ate and even woo clients than such as 
wonderful outing in one of the finest 
and exclusive places in Lagos. Ac-
cording to him, the law firm, which 
is known for excellence, surpassed 
the expectations of the clients at the 
Saturday event; from the unique boat 
yacht competition, feting on choice 
food and drinks and even souvenirs.

“This exclusive event has embold-
ened my company to further sustain 
it business relationship with Detail 
Commercial Solicitors. It has been an 
exciting weekend outing on water, I 
am considering joining the race next 
year because the Lead Partner has 
assured on sustenance of the event 
annually”, Ojo said.

Excited over the successful host-
ing of the maiden race, the Com-
modore, Lagos Yacht Club, thanked 
DETAIL for sponsoring the race 
while looking forward to a continued 
partnership, and encouraging more 
Nigerians to participate in boat yacht-
ing beefing up the membership of the 
club from its 70 percent foreign and 
30 percent Nigerian ratio.

“Today’s racing is an excellent one 
because we do not all start together. 
We started at separate times, the slow 
boats go first, and the fastest boats go 
last, but over a period of time, we shall 
all finish together in one straight line. 
We have great facilities here for coop-
erates to host their clients. Detail have 
offered to make the race an annual 
things, so we are looking forward to 
the second edition”, Kruyt concluded.

However, Ayuli Jemide, lead 
partner, DETAIL, strongly assured of 
the sustenance of the race, further 
exposure on water and networking 
for its clients.L-R: Ayuli Jemide, Lead Partner, Detail Commercial Solicitors and Eddie Avy, overall winner.
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Why NIHOTOUR’s proposed 
tourism bill will not sail

definition of each and why we 
should all now come under it.

“This bill should, therefore 
not pass in its entirety otherwise 
we are in trouble and would end 
up creating a monster that will 
end up consuming everyone and 
destroy our industry”, ANJET 
concluded.

In its reaction to the proposed 
bill the Association of Tourism 
Practitioners of Nigeria ATPN 
said.”

We must do all what is pos-
sible to stop this obnoxious bill. 
We should also be present at the 
public hearing to vehemently 

oppose the bill.”
On their own part, the Insti-

tute of Tourism Professionals 
said, “The bill seeks to negate 
the new Executive Order of the 
Acting President on the Ease of 
Doing Business in Nigeria as it 
seeks to great bottlenecks for 
tourism professionals. Distin-
guished Senators are therefore 
urged not to support illegality.”

A leading member of Nigeri-
an Zoo Owners Association was 
alarmed on reading the details 
of the proposed bill and called 
it “a Rent seekers mentality. 
They want to police the industry 
when they actually have little 
to offer. In a highly professional 
sector that is largely operated 
by the private sector, I see self 
regulation by the professional 
bodies of practitioners as most 
ideal.”

The Nigerian Association of 
Tour Operators NATOP said the 
bill is an attempt to corner and 
colonize Tourism by a training 
school and should be discour-
aged and wondered why an in-
stitute wants to overreach itself.

Also, Wasiu Babalola, outgo-
ing Managing Director – Africa, 
Swiss International Hotels and 
incumbent Honorary Secretary, 
Institute of Hospitality UK in 
Nigeria, called for the outright 
rejection of the proposed NI-
HOTOUR bill by the National 

S
ince the Supreme Court 
judgment of July 19, 
2013, which validated 
both the Hotel Licens-
ing Law of Lagos State 

(as amended) and the Hotel 
Occupancy and Restaurant Con-
sumption Law of Lagos State, 
while the offending sections of 
the Nigerian Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (NTDC) Act 
rendered null and void”, Lagos 
State has gone ahead to regu-
late her tourism and hospitality 
sector and so also other states 
across the country.

By that ruling, the statu-
tory role of the Nigerian Tour-
ism Development Corporation 
(NTDC) as the apex body for 
the regulation of tourism and 
hospitality activities in Nigeria 
was reduced, resulting in the 
incapacitated NTDC today.     

However, the National Insti-
tute for Hospitality and Tourism 
(NIHOTOUR) recently went out 
of its way scheming for the con-
trol of tourism in Nigeria by the 
pushing a bill presently before 
the National Assembly. Tagged 
the; ‘Bill for an Act to Provide 
for the Establishment of the 
National Institute for Hospital-
ity and Tourism for Training 
of Personnel and Regulation of 
Professional Personnel Practices 
and Services of Hospitality and 
Tourism Activities in Nigeria 
and other related matters,’ the 
proposed bill seeks to confer on 
NIHOTOUR the sole authority 
to regulate the tourism industry 
in Nigeria, a statutory role of 
the NTDC, as well as, to extend 
the control of the institute in 
industry practice.

The proposed NIHOTOUR 
Bill which came up for Public 
Hearing on June 15, 2017 at the 
National Assembly, has con-
tinued to generate contempt 
within the tourism industry 
in the country as stakeholders 
flay the move by NIHOTOUR to 
establish the institute as regula-
tory and registration body for 
tourism establishments across 
the country.

The stakeholders were fur-
ther agitated by the fact that NI-
HOTOUR has since its inception 
failed to deliver on its mandate 
of developing manpower and ca-
pacity for the tourism industry.

All the major Tourism group-
ings including The National 
Association of Nigerian Travel 
Agents NANTA, the Nigerian 
Association for Tour Operators 
NATOP, The Ass o ciation of 
Tourism Practitioners of Nigeria 
ATPN and many other associa-
tions are all lined up to oppose 
the Bill.

According to Tourism Jour-
nalists Association (ANJET), 

“NIHOTOUR and its team are 
commended for this work (Pro-
posed bill) but going through 
it critically, the motive and 
objective for the provisions 
need to be examined. Nihotour 
has completely gone beyond its 
brief and what is expected of it. 
If it is a training institute then 
it should restrict itself to that 
regardless of the NOC/NOS/
NBTE provisions”.

The association noted that 
what NIHOTOUR is seeking to 
be with the full provisions of 
this bill is to become omnibus 
body and ombudsman of tour-
ism, which should not be.

“If allowed all the powers and 
functions that it has arrogated 
to itself what then becomes the 
function of NTDC and other 
b o dies and agencies within 
the country and value chain 
of tourism and other training 
institutions in the country”, 
ANJET asked. 

Tourism stakeholders agreed 
that if this bill goes then they 
have signed the death knell of 
hospitality and tourism in the 
country with everyone under 
the mercies and dictates of Niho-
tour and who knows what will 
become of international hotel 
brands and experts.

“In our opinion,  this bill 
should b e totally dis carde d 
and fought against in a more 
organised and concerted man-
ner. Nihotour is operating in 
a different planet and not this 
planet or country. The first 
thing that should even concern 
us is to ask for the proper defini-
tion of: catering, hospitality and 
tourism industry, because these 
are critical words that Nihotours 
has employed in this bill and is 
assuming authority and control 
over everyone in the various 
sections.

“It did not properly define 
these words and even when 
it attempted to do so in THE 
THIRD SCHEDULE, it does so in 
a fraudulent manner and merely 
just listed every operations 
or enterprises without giving 

Assembly because the agency 
is aiming beyond its mandate 
by trying to define who a pro-
fessional is.

Well, the stakeholders be-
lieve in the competence of the 
National Assembly at taking the 
necessary decision in favour of 
tourism development rather 
than helping some people to 
achieve their selfish motives. 

I ke chi Uko wins African 
Tourism and Hospitality per-
sonality of the year at MICE 
East Africa

Ikechi Uko, the organiser of 
the Akwaaba African Travel 
markets annual exhibitions in 
Lagos Nigeria, has clinched the 
2016 MICE East Africa’s Tour-
ism and Hospitality Personality 
Award.

The award was part of the 
2017 MICE East Africa Forum 
and Expo in Addis Ababa, Ethio-
pia.

The award presented to Ike-
chi Uko by Yohannes Tilah, CEO, 
Ethiopian Tourism Organisation, 
was given to him for his unre-
lenting passion towards tourism 
and hospitality in Africa.

“This award is presented as 
recognition for your invaluable 
contributions for the overall 
advancement of tourism and 
hospitality businesses in Africa. 
Your tireless effort to promote 
African tourism has greatly 
helped domestic hospitality 
becoming sources of economic 
growth and social development 
as well as building international 
reputations.

Therefore, on behalf of MICE 
East Africa Forum and Expo and 
the Hotel Show Africa Hospital-
ity Investment Trade show we 
are grateful to honour you and 
acknowledge your continued 
works throughout African tour-
ism and hospitality industry”, 
said Kumneger Teketel WG, 
managing director of Ozzie Busi-
ness & Hospitality GP, the show 
organiser.

In his response to the award, 
Uko acknowledged the sus-
tained efforts of African work-
ing hard to uplift tourism on the 
continent.

“I dedicate the award to Af-
rica and all Africans promoting 
Travels within Africa”, Uko said.

Rick Taylor of the Business 
Tourism Company also received 
the award and recognition as 
the MICE Africa’s African Meet-
ings/MICE Industry Personality 
of the Year 2016.

Uko is also the publisher of 
ATQNews.com and Travellers 
magazine, first Travel magazine 
in West Africa. He is also the 
convener of Port Harcourt Ban-
taba which is aimed at stimulat-
ing tourism and hospitality in 
his country Nigeria and Accra 
Weizo, which holds in Ghana, 
aimed at promoting seamless 
travels in West Africa.



OmniBlu successfully completes NCAA’s 
certification process to obtain AOC

T
he Nigerian Civil Avia-
tion Authority (NCAA) 
has consistently stood 
its grounds in maintain-
ing its ‘strict’ policy of 

granting intending airline opera-
tors the all-important Air Opera-
tors Certificate, (AOC).

The NCAA insistence on strict 
procedure of issuance of airline 
licences is one of the processes to 
ensure that no airline cuts corner 
in compliance with the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Authority 
(ICAO) regulation.

This has come at a great ex-
pense to prospective operators 
who find it extremely difficult to 
go through the tortuous five stages 
of certification. The aviation regu-
latory body has even made it more 
difficult and stringent to cheat the 
system.

 Sam Adurogboye, Spokesman 
for NCAA, said it is laughable 
when people who do not know 
how the system operates to say 
that airlines borrow aircraft to 
deceive NCAA into issuing them 
AOC license, saying that is not 
possible.

For clarificational purposes, 
Omni Blu Aviation limited got her 
AOC certification in 2015 and as at 
today, referencing the NCCA Doc-
ument and Omniblu Operational 
Specification, Omniblu has five 
helicopters and three aeroplanes 
on her AOC. -  HS123-850XP (5N-
SPL); Challenger 604 (N880ET); 
and Boeing 737 Freighter (5N-IZB).

 For Helicopters, Omni Blu 
Aviation has two Agusta West-
land 139 (5N-BTR) and (5N-BQB), 
two Bell 4125 (D-HIPP), (D-HAFW) 
and one Bell 212 (D-HBZT).

 There are five processes for 
granting of AOC to any interested 
persons. These requirements are 
pre-application phase. This entails 
initial enquiry or request about 
NCAA’s certification; obtaining 
of CAR and advisory; provision 
of forms to prospective applicants’ 
NCAA receives and review PASI 

for acceptance and completeness.
The next stage is document 

compliance phase which involves 
certification team reviewing ap-
plicant’s documents for compli-
ance acceptance/approval. This 
also includes formal application, 
letter of compliance, training and 
acceptance.

The other AOC process is 
called Demonstration and In-
spection Phase which involves 
evaluation by certification team, 
and applicant’s demonstration of 

compliance’ evaluation of man-
agement effectiveness, inspection 
of station(s) facilities, flight opera-
tions, maintenance and records.

The next is called certification 
phase which allows the intending 
operator for approval of AOC and 
OpSpec with coordination with 
Director for Safety Oversight and 
DG NCAA.

Not a few believe that the 
tough conditions for acquiring 
AOC have made over 26 airlines 
to stall processes for their licenses.
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From June 2017 onwards, 
customers will be able to pay 
with Amadeus Airport Pay 

for ancillary services while check-
ing in Lufthansa will now enable 
secure and simple payments at the 
check-in counter in Lagos, Abuja 
and Port Harcourt, by introducing 
“Amadeus Airport Pay”.

 This new service, developed 
by Amadeus and Ingenico, will 
subsequently be available at 
more than 170 airports around 
the world. The customers will be 
able to pay for ancillary services, 
such as excess baggage, with 
chip-cards (credit/debit cards), 
giro card payments and compat-
ible digital wallets.

“This direct-payment option 
will further improve the cus-
tomer experience for our pas-
sengers in Abuja, Lagos and Port 
Harcourt”, says Robin Sohdi, Luf-
thansa General Manager Nigeria.

Additionally, airline staff are 
able to initiate compensation 
payments with these terminals, 
for instance in case a passenger 
voluntary steps back from an 
overbooked flight.

“To bring secure and seamless 
payment options to our passen-
gers to ease their individual and 
seamless travel experience is a 
core objective for the Lufthansa 
Group. Amadeus Airport Pay 
enables our travellers to choose 
customized ancillary services 
for their flight while checking 
in or at the gate – securely and 
with a variety of payment op-
tions, and without the need for 
detours”, said Kai Schilb, head 
of Payment at Lufthansa Group 
Hub Airlines.

“Besides, as an IT solution, 
Amadeus Airport Pay gives the 
Lufthansa Group full control 
over its payment infrastruc-
ture by enabling bilateral con-
nections with a wide range of 
payment providers. We look 
forward to bringing this ser-
vice to our airport check-in 
desks and ticket offices in more 
than 170 airports very soon,” 
added Philipp Vetten, Head of IT 
Payment Projects at Lufthansa 
Group Hub Airlines.

The standard used by the 
Amadeus Airport Pay solution 
is also fully compatible with 
PCI-DSS, a series of security 
standards defined by the pay-
ment card industry. By using a 
PIN method for the cards, fraud 
is prevented during the payment 
process itself.

Lufthansa Group 
introduces direct 
payment option in 
Nigeria

AirFrance-KLM partners LCC to reward Lekki toll gate e-tag users

Etihad offers free stopovers to economy class from Middle East, Africa, Pakistan

L-R Travel Consultant, Peacock Travels United Kingdom, Lisa Rudkin; Managing Director, Doran Family Vintners, Rosie Doran; 
Senior Travel Consultant, Peacock Travels UK, Leon Shaier; Senior Accountant, Peacock Travels UK, Oluwatosin Shobowale; 
and a customer, Ms. C. Gauvan, during the 70th birthday celebration of Shaier at the Peacock UK head office in London...recently

A
irFrance-KLM Nigeria 
and Lekki Concession 
Company have part-
nered to reward e-tag 

users at the Lekki toll gate.
The both companies disclosed 

that the partnership will last for 
two years and will feature differ-
ent programmes for road users.

Abel Osarunwense won an Air 
France Ticket and Tolulope Akin-
niyi Fajimi, won a KLM ticket.

Arthur Dieffenthaler, Com-
mercial Director, Nigeria and 
Ghana, AirFrance-KLM, said 
two users who registered for 
the first time in the month of 
May won return tickets to Eu-
rope, while those who topped 
up between May and June 15, 
would be entitled to a 10 per 
cent discount.

Dieffenthaler said, “At Air-
France-KLM Nigeria, we contin-
uously strive to deliver the best 

of service to our clients and also 
be where they are. Furthermore, 

L-R: Jennifer Kingsley-Oyem, sales executive, Air France KLM; Abel Osarunwense, 
winner of the Air France Ticket; Muhammed Hassan, managing director, Lekki Concession 
Company Limited, and ThankGod Oganwo, ticketing executive, Air France KLM.

we like to work with Nigerian 
partners to support our vision 

of customer proximity.
“Many of our customers pass 

through the LCC toll gate on 
daily basis, so we did not have to 
think for a long time before we 
thought of exploring a potential 
partnership to celebrate custom-
er relationship while offering a 
special benefit for existing and 
new e-tag users.”

He said that the airline has 
announced the lucky winners 
of two free tickets on AirFrance 
and KLM, adding that it is look-
ing forward to welcoming the 
winners of the raffle draw and 
all those who have decided to 
use the special AirFrance-KLM 
offer onboard our flights.”

Mohammed Hassan, manag-
ing director, LCC, said the partner-
ship was a way of giving back to 
consumers and encouraging oth-
ers to use the e-tag which would 
help to reduce traffic on the road.

E
tihad Airways, the national 
airline of the United Arab 
Emirates, is offering one 
night’s free accommoda-

tion at the Radisson Blu hotel 
on Abu Dhabi’s Yas Island to all 
guests travelling in Economy Class 

from the Middle East, Africa and 
Pakistan, and stopping over in the 
national capital. The offer is valid 
from now until 15 September 2017.

 Mohammad Al Bulooki, Etihad 
Airways Executive Vice President 
Commercial, said: “Etihad Airways 

is delighted to invite guests to expe-
rience Abu Dhabi for themselves. 
The capital of the United Arab 
Emirates has so much to offer all 
types of travellers, whether they 
are after culture, a beach break or 
sports and adventure.

 “As the national airline, Etihad 
Airways is an integral part of this 
incredible city and those who 
transit through Abu Dhabi should 
be encouraged by us to experience 
it. This offer is for guests to make 
time to explore the many attrac-

tions Abu Dhabi has to offer during 
their stopover.

“The beautiful desert; a visit 
to the spectacular Sheikh Za-
yed Grand Mosque – among the 
world’s biggest; a tour of the many 
attractions on Yas Island, or sam-
pling the emirate’s world class 
hotels and restaurants are all part 
of the Abu Dhabi experience.”
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Mosquito-killing fungi engineered with spider 
and scorpion toxins could help fight malaria

M
a l a r i a  k i l l s 
nearly half a 
million people 
every year, ac-
cording to the 

World Health Organization 
(WHO). In some of the hardest-
hit areas in sub-Saharan Africa, 
the mosquitoes that carry the 
malaria parasite have become 
resistant to traditional chemi-
cal insecticides, complicating 
efforts to fight the disease.

Early and accurate diag-
nosis of malaria is essential 
for both rapid and effective 
disease management and ma-
laria surveillance. High-quality 
malaria diagnosis is important 
in all settings as misdiagnosis 
can result in significant mor-
bidity and mortality. WHO 
recommends prompt malaria 
diagnosis either by microscopy 
or malaria rapid diagnostic 
test (RDT) in all patients with 
suspected malaria before treat-
ment is administered. Diagnos-
tic testing improves the overall 
management of patients with 
febrile illnesses, and may also 
help to reduce the emergence 
and spread of drug resistance 
by reserving antimalarials for 
those who actually have the 
disease.

A new study from the Uni-
versity of Maryland and col-
leagues from Burkina Faso, 
China and Australia suggests 
that a mosquito-killing fungus 
genetically engineered to pro-
duce spider and scorpion toxins 

could serve as a highly effective 
biological control mechanism to 
fight malaria-carrying mosqui-
toes. The fungus is specific to 
mosquitoes and does not pose 
a risk to humans. Further, the 
study results suggest that the 
fungus is also safe for honey 
bees and other insects. The 
study was published online in 
the journal Scientific Reports 
on June 13, 2017.

“In this paper, we report that 
our most potent fungal strains, 
engineered to express multiple 
toxins, are able to kill mosqui-
toes with a single spore,” said 
Brian Lovett, a graduate stu-
dent in the UMD Department 
of Entomology and a co-author 
of the paper. “We also report 
that our transgenic fungi stop 
mosquitoes from blood feed-
ing. Together, this means that 
our fungal strains are capable 
of preventing transmission of 
disease by more than 90 per-
cent of mosquitoes after just 
five days.”

The researchers used the 
fungus Metarhizium ping-
shaensei, which is a natural 
killer of mosquitoes. The fungus 
was originally isolated from 
a mosquito and previous evi-
dence suggests that the fungus 
is specific to disease-carrying 
mosquito species, including 
Anopheles gambiae and Aedes 
aegypti. When spores of the 
fungus come into contact with 
a mosquito’s body, the spores 
germinate and penetrate the 
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insect’s exoskeleton, eventually 
killing the insect host from the 
inside out.

On its own, however, the 
fungus requires fairly high dos-
es of spores and a large amount 
of time to have lethal effects. To 
boost the fungus’ deadly power, 
the researchers engineered the 
fungus with several genes that 
express neurotoxins from spi-
der and scorpion venom -- both 
alone and in combination with 
other toxins. The toxins act by 
blocking the calcium, potas-
sium and/or sodium channels 
required for the transmission 
of nerve impulses.

The researchers then tested 
the engineered fungal strains 
on wild-caught, insecticide-
resistant mosquitoes in Burkina 
Faso. Each engineered strain 
killed mosquitoes more quickly 
and efficiently than the un-
altered fungus. But the most 
effective strain used a combina-
tion of two toxins, one derived 
from the North African desert 
scorpion Androctonus australis 
and another derived from the 
Australian Blue Mountains 
funnel-web spider Hadronyche 
versuta. The scorpion toxin 
blocks sodium channels, while 
the spider toxin blocks both 
potassium and calcium chan-
nels. Both of these toxins have 
already been approved by the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency for insecticidal use.

“The WHO has identified 
insecticide resistance as the ma-

toxin-boosted fungus.
“The toxins we’re using are 

potent, but totally specific to in-
sects. They are only expressed 
by the fungus when in an in-
sect. Additionally, the fungus 
does nothing at all to bees and 
other beneficial species,” St. 
Leger said. “So we have several 
different layers of biosecurity 
at work.”

Encouraged by the results 
of the current study, the re-
searchers plan to expand their 
on-the-ground testing regimen 
in Burkina Faso. Currently, 
the team is testing the spores 
on mosquitoes contained in 
a custom-built enclosure that 
resembles a greenhouse, with 
walls made of netting instead 
of glass. The researchers are 
also testing the fungus on insect 
species that are closely related 
to mosquitoes, such as midges 
and gnats, to ensure that the 
fungus is completely safe for 
non-target insects. Eventually, 
the team hopes to deploy the 
spores in the field, on wild mos-
quito populations.

“This is our first in-depth 
study of the effects toxin-ex-
pressing fungi have on mosqui-
toes, beyond their ability to kill 
faster. This is also our broadest 
characterization of our arsenal 
of insect-killing spider and 
scorpion toxins,” Lovett said. 
“Our results directly extend our 
understanding of how these 
technologies may be used in the 
field against mosquito pests.”

jor threat to effective mosquito 
control, which is relevant not 
only to malaria but to a number 
of mosquito-borne diseases 
such as dengue, yellow fever, 
viral encephalitis and filariasis,” 
said Raymond St. Leger, a Dis-
tinguished University Profes-
sor in the UMD Department of 
Entomology and senior author 
of the study. “Unlike chemical 
insecticides that target only 
sodium channels, many spider 
and scorpion toxins hit the 
nervous system’s calcium and 
potassium ion channels, so 
insects have no pre-existing 
resistance.”

When Lovett, St. Leger and 
their colleagues inserted the 
toxin genes into the Metarhi-
zium fungus, they included 
an additional failsafe: a highly 
specific promoter sequence, or 
genetic “switch,” which ensures 
that the toxin genes can only be 
activated in the blood of insects. 
As a result, the fungus will not 
release the toxin into the envi-
ronment.

To further ensure the safety 
of non-target insect species, the 
researchers also tested the engi-
neered fungal strains on honey 
bees. Working in Burkina Faso, 
the team deliberately infected 
local bees using both passive 
methods (exposing the bees 
to spore-coated fabric) and 
direct methods (spraying the 
bees with spores suspended 
in liquid). After two weeks, no 
bees had died as a result of the 
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T
hree winners have 
emerged in the chil-
dren’s riding event 
at the equestrian 
games organised by 

the Ikeja Saddle Club as part of 
activities to celebrate its golden 
jubilee, achievements and con-
tributions to equestrian sports 
in Nigeria.

Omala Opubor, Wakundo 
Dankaro and Olivia Williams 
emerged winners at the event 
sponsored by Nasco Group 
Nigeria Limited, which held at 
Isheri, Lagos, recently.

In his speech at the event, 
Vassily Oye Barberopoulos, 
club president, said the club 
would continue to promote 
equestrian sport and recre-
ational activities not only 
among members but also the 
Nigerian c ommunity and 
youths at large.

“It is my resolve with my 
executive committee to have a 
legacy of a well-run club that 
can survive age and time and 
offer to generations to come a 
heritage of what we all have 
enjoyed as a family club. This 
is why as part of the 50 years 
celebration of our club we had 
the Equestrian Games 2017 to 
engage the younger genera-
tions as well,” he said.

Ikeja Saddle Club, the place 

ANTHONY NLEBEM 
with agency reports
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Winners emerge in Nasco-sponsored equestrian games

The poor state of  the National Stadium Power Gym, Surulere, Lagos.

L-R: Hope Nuka, Social Performance Advisor, Shell Nigeria Exploration and Production Company (SNEPCo); Ibukun Ad-
ewale, Social Performance Advisor; Adebanji Adekoya, Non- Technical Risk Manager; Olusegun Odegbami, former Super 
Eagles striker and CEO, Worldwide Sports, and Niyi Alebiosu, Chairman Sports Writers Association, Oyo State Chapter 
at a press conference to announce the commencement of the 2017 edition of the NNPC/Shell Cup, at the Teslim Balogun 
Stadium, Lagos… recently

54,000 youths compete for laurels as 19th NNPC/Shell Cup kicks off

About 54, 000 students from 
2,750 secondary schools 
across Nigeria are competing 

for honours in the 19th edition of 
the NNPC/Shell Cup now holding at 
centres in 36 states of the Federation 
including Abuja, in the biggest youth 
football championship in Nigeria.

“This is another opportunity for 
young football talents to develop 
their dreams while still studying, 
and another platform for Nigeria to 
tap into a potential pool of top-class 
players,” said Osagie Okunbor, Man-
aging Director of Shell Petroleum 
Development Company of Nigeria 
Ltd (SPDC) and Country Chair Shell 
Companies in Nigeria.

 NNPC/Shell Cup 2017 began 
with the preliminaries in May with 
state competitions, which were 
concluded early June, paving the 
way for the zonal stage and quar-
terfinals.

Coaches from the current Dutch 
League champion, Feyenoord Rot-
terdam will hold coaching clinics 
as part of the process for the semi-
final and final matches, which are 
planned for end June.

Feyenoord Rotterdam is ex-
pected to improve the skills of the 
coaches, games masters and players 
bringing to bear their award-win-
ning global youth football academy 

for horseback riding in Lagos 
and Nigeria, offers lessons in 
dressage, jumping and polo on 
weekends by competent in-
structors for all ages and riding 
levels. It is home to everyone 
who has passion and love for 

programme.
A total of N8.2 million will be 

awarded for the development of 
sports facilities in the top four 
schools with the 1st place winner 
receiving N3.5m.

In addition, the two Most Valu-
able Players will head to The 
Netherlands for a short stint with 
the Feyenoord Rotterdam Youth 
Academy. And, on completion of 

the noblest of all animals and 
enjoys having a good time to-
gether with others.

“Our club is a heritage for 
all children to enjoy and bond 
with one of nature’s kindest 
animals, the horse,” said Barbe-

?????????

country in age-group football tour-
naments. Several have graduated 
to the Under-23 team and then on 
to the Super Eagles level. Profes-
sional clubs in Nigeria and overseas 
have often used the platform of the 
NNPC/Shell Cup to scout for talents 
for their teams. In a way, everybody 
is a winner in this football tourna-
ment.”

The NNPC/Shell Cup tourna-

ment was initiated in 1998 by the 
SPDC Joint Venture comprising 
the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation, Total Exploration and 
Production Nigeria, and the Nige-
rian Agip Oil Company.

A notable success in the 19 years 
of the tournament is the reduction 
in the number of students who 
have successfully combined their 
education even as they prepare for 
a rewarding career in football.

Recent examples of the NNPC/
Shell Cup successes include Idowu 
Akinjide who wore Number 4 jer-
sey for National College, Ughelli in 
the 2012 NNPC/Shell Cup edition 
and wore the same Number 4 for 
the Golden Eaglets team that won 
the 2013 FIFA Under-17 tourna-
ment in the United Arab Emirate.

Ejike Uzoenyi represented Glob-
al Secondary School, Onitsha at the 
2002 NNPC/Shell Cup.  In 2003, he 
was part of the NNPC/Shell Cup se-
lected team that represented Nigeria 
in the Ghana/Nigeria academicals; 
he then went on to represent Nigeria 
in the Super Eagles team that won 
the 2013 African Cup of Nations in 
South Africa and then Bronze Medal 
at the 2014 African Nations Cham-
pionship (CHAN) where he emerged 
the Most Valuable Player.

Cletus Itodo; Ajani Ibrahim; Ey-
imofe Joseph and many others in the 
Nigeria premier league are products 
of this championship.

ropoulos. Ikeja Saddle Club was 
established in 1967, at Oregun 
Ikeja, as a horse riding club by 
Brigadier General Mobolaji 
Johnson, then military gover-
nor of Lagos State, as a way of 
supporting equestrian sports 

and creating a preserved area 
of flora and fauna within the 
state. Since then, successive 
Lagos State governors have 
served as the club’s patron, 
while the Ooni of Ife has been 
the grand patron.

secondary education, the top 10 
talents will be eligible to compete 
for NNPC/Shell university under-
graduate scholarships.

Former Nigerian international 
and NNPC/Shell Cup consultant, 
Segun Odegbami said: “Aside the 
monetary rewards, many young 
footballers have been discovered 
through this championship and 
they have gone on to represent the 



World Cup qualifiers: NFF to move 
match venue to Port Harcourt

Sports
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ANTHONY NLEBEM 
with agency reports

Ronaldo seeks Real Madrid 
exit amid tax fraud

Rohr to recall Mikel, 
China-based strikers

S
ources at the Nigeria 
Football Federation 
(NFF) revealed that the 
2018 World Cup quali-
fiers clash between 

Nigeria and Cameroon has 
been moved from the Godswill 
Akpabio Stadium in Uyo to Port 
Harcourt Stadium as the football 
house are no longer comfortable 
with the spate of bad results in 
Uyo.

Super Eagles have won just 
two games at the magnificent 
Godswill Akpabio Stadium with 
the recent loss against South Af-
rica proving to be the last straw 
for dumping the ground.

Although, there are reports 
that the stadium is not a fa-
vourable ground for the Eagles, 
but the reason for moving the 
World Cup 2018 qualifiers 
against Cameroon from the 
stadium was purely on logistics 

Embattled Super Eagles Tech-
nical Adviser, Gernot Rohr, is 
hoping that John Obi Mikel 

would have recovered fully from 
the injury that kept him out of the 
AFCON qualifier against South 
Africa before the country’s Rus-
sia 2018 World Cup eliminator 
against Cameroon in August.

The German tactician is also 
planning to recall China-based 
Odion Ighalo and Brown Ideye to 
beef up the team’s attack, which 
was non-existent in the game 
against South Africa.

A Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF) source told The Guardian 
that Rohr has admitted that he 
missed forceful strikers in the 
game against South Africa, add-
ing that the team lacked a leader 
when things became tough in the 
course of the match.

He also revealed that the NFF 

Football’s most prolific 
player and arguably the 
richest soccer star, Cris-

tiano Ronaldo is upset after 
being accused of tax fraud and 
wants to leave Spanish giant 
side Real Madrid, a source close 
to the player has told the BBC.

Spanish prosecutors have ac-
cused Ronaldo, 32, of defrauding 
the authorities of millions of eu-
ros in tax, which he has denied.

“He feels he’s honest, has 
good character and did every-
thing OK,” added the source.

His Real contract has a 1bn 
euro (£874.88m) release clause.

The source added: “He’s very 
sad and really upset. “He doesn’t 
want to stay in Spain. At this 
moment, he wants to leave.”

Ronaldo, who joined Real 
from Manchester United for 
£80m in 2009, signed a five-
year deal with the European 
champions in November 2016.

China would be one poten-
tial destination but the Portu-
guese forward’s advisers would 
prefer for him to stay in Europe, 
most likely either moving to 
Paris St-Germain or returning 
to the Premier League. 

Ronaldo, who has helped 
Real win the Champions League 
three times and La Liga twice, 

grounds.
Transportation to the sta-

board would review the recom-
mendations of the technical com-
mittee to know areas and what 
to do to make the team strong 
enough to beat Cameroon on 
August 28.

Chairman of the NFF tech-
nical committee, Chris Green 
revealed recently that the federa-
tion has resolved to employ ev-
erything at its disposal to ensure 
Nigeria maintained its position 
atop Group B of the Russia 2018 
World Cup qualifying series.

Green, whose committee had 
an emergency meeting with Rohr 
in Abuja on Tuesday, revealed 
that the German had enjoyed no 
technical interference since he 
took charge of the Super Eagles 
in August 2016, adding that 
the technical committee will 
now scrutinise all his activities 
henceforth.

is accused of evading tax to the 
value of 14.7m euros (£13m; 
$16m) between 2011 and 2014.

Real Madrid have released a 
statement saying they had “full 
confidence” in their player, and 
that they were convinced he 
would prove his innocence.

In 2016-17, Ronaldo helped 
Real win the Spanish title for 

dium factored as part of the 
reasons, as it takes 45 minutes to 

drive from the hotel of the Super 
Eagles to the stadium, while the 

none presence of vocal home 
support also played a role.

the first time since 2012 as 
well as retain the Champions 
League.

Ronaldo, who also won the 
Champions League with Man-
chester United in 2008, has 
scored a record 105 goals in 
the competition, 11 more than 
Barcelona’s Lionel Messi, his 
nearest challenger.
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P
resident Donald Trump’s withdrawal 
of the United States from the Paris 
climate agre ement is not just 
dangerous for the world; it is also 
sociopathic. Without remorse, 

Trump is willfully inflicting harm on others. 
The declaration by Nikki Haley, the US 
ambassador to the United Nations, that Trump 
believes in climate change makes matters 
worse, not better. Trump is knowingly and 
brazenly jeopardizing the planet.

Trump’s announcement was made with 
a bully’s bravado. A global agreement that is 
symmetric in all ways, across all countries of 
the world, is somehow a trick, he huffed, an 
anti-American plot. The rest of the world has 
been “laughing at us.”

These ravings are utterly delusional, 
deeply cynical, or profoundly ignorant. 
Probably all three. And they should be 
recognized as such.

After Trump claimed to be representing 
“Pittsburgh, not Paris,” the mayor of Pittsburgh 
immediately declared that Trump certainly is 
not representing his city. In fact, Pittsburgh 
has made the transition from a polluted, 
heavy industrial economy to an advanced, 
clean-tech economy. And it is home to 
Carnegie Mellon University, one of the world’s 
great centers of innovation in information 
technologies that can promote the transition 
to zero-carbon, high-efficiency, equitable, 
and sustainable growth – or, more simply, an 
economy that is “smart, fair, and sustainable.”

Trump’s announcement was rooted in 
two profoundly destructive developments. 
The first is the corruption of the US political 
system. Trump’s announcement was not 
really his alone. It reflected the will of the 
Republican leadership in Congress, including 
the 22 Republican senators who sent Trump 
a letter the week before, calling on him to 

Consider the most recent data for the year 
2014 from the International Energy Agency’s 
Energy Statistics 2016. The world’s CO2 emissions 
from energy and industry averaged 4.5 tons per 
person (32.4 billion tons per 7.2 billion people in 
the IEA tabulation), while US emissions were 
nearly four times that level, 16.2 tons per person 
(5.2 billion tons for 320 million people). Trump 
carries on about the Paris agreement’s supposed 
bias in favor of India, but fails to acknowledge 
that India’s per capita emissions are 1.6 tons, just 
one-tenth of the US level.

Trump also bemoans the US contributions 
to the Green Climate Fund (and sneers at the 
name for some reason as well). He complains 
that the US has already given over $1 billion, 
without explaining to the American people 
and the world that $1 billion is a contribution 
of $3.08 per American. Indeed, the $10 billion 
expected from the US over many years is a 
mere $30.80 per American.

Here’s the simple truth: The entire world 
needs to move quickly and resolutely to a 
low-carbon energy system, in order to end 
emissions of CO2 and other greenhouse gases 
by mid-century. This is not a move against the 
US. It’s a global imperative – true for the US, 
China, India, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Canada, and 
other fossil-fuel-rich countries, as well as for 
fossil-fuel-importing regions such as Europe, 
Japan, and most of Africa. Fortunately, the 
technologies exist: solar, wind, geothermal, 
hydroelectric, ocean, nuclear, and other low-
carbon energy sources.

Here’s more simple truth: With its large, 
rich, fossil-fuel-intensive economy, the US has 
done more than any other country to bring 
about the global peril of climate change, so 
it should accept its responsibility in helping 
to get us all out of danger. At a minimum, 
America should be eagerly cooperating with 
the rest of the world.

Instead, Trump’s sociopathic behavior, 
and the corruption and viciousness of those 
surrounding him, has produced utter disdain 
for a world nearing the brink of human-made 
catastrophe. The next human-caused climate 
disasters should be named Typhoon Donald, 
Superstorm Ivanka, and Megaflood Jared. The 
world will not forget.

(C) Project Syndicate 
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withdraw from the Paris accord.
These senators, and their counterparts in 

the House of Representatives, are on the take 
of the oil and gas industry, which spent $100 
million on campaign contributions in 2016, of 
which 90% went to Republican candidates. (In 
fact, the total was almost certainly far above 
$100 million, but much is untraceable.)

The second destructive development 
is the twisted mindset of Trump and his 
closest advisers. Their view, defended with 
“alternative facts” that have no basis in reality, 
is paranoid and malevolent, aimed at inflicting 
harm on others, or at best indifferent to harm 
befalling others. “The Paris agreement,” rants 
Trump, “handicaps the United States economy 
in order to win praise from the very foreign 
capitals and global activists that have long 
sought to gain wealth at our country’s expense.”

This is nuts. The Paris accord is a universal 
agreement among 193 UN member states to 
cooperate in decarbonizing the world’s energy 
system and thereby head off the dangers of 
climate disaster, such as a multi-meter sea-
level rise, extreme storms, massive droughts, 
and other threats identified by the global 
scientific community. Some of these threats 
are already evident in vulnerable parts of 
the planet.

The Paris climate agreement requires 
each country is to do its part with “common 
but differentiated responsibilities.” America’s 
differentiated responsibilities start with 
the fact that the US is, by far, the largest 
cumulative greenhouse-gas emitter in the 
world. As such, the US has contributed more 
to ongoing climate change than any other 
country. And US per capita emissions are 
higher than in any other large country, by far. 
The Paris accord does not victimize the US; 
on the contrary, the US has a world-beating 
responsibility to get its house in order.

Ac c ording to data from the World 
Resources Institute, the US accounted for 
an astounding 26.6% of global greenhouse-
gas emissions from 1850 to 2013. America’s 
population today is just 4.4% of the world’s 
population. In short, it is America, where per 
capita emissions have always been several 
times higher than the world average, that 
owes the world climate justice, not the other 
way around.

Week
Quotes of the

A Computer Economics report showed 
that annual worldwide malware ex-
penses increased by $10 billion (to $13 
billion) over a recent 10-year span. 
Google Research suggests that one in 
every 10 Web sites is infected with 
“drive-by” malware. In June 2009, the 
Windows Secrets e-newsletter reported 
that such seemingly safe Web sites as 
Coldwell Banker.com, Variety.com, and 
even Tennis.com were exposing Internet 
Explorer visitors to the Gumblar exploit, 
which threatens to compromise visitors’ 
systems in order to propagate.

Blogs
From the 

“…The truth is that the spilling of blood in dispute is 
hardly ever worth the losses. Of the fallouts of bitter 
wars is the anger that can so easily be rekindled by 
those who for good or ill want to resuscitate the fire. 
Today some are suggesting that we must go back to 
the ethnic nationalities from which Nigeria was 
formed. They say that secession is the answer to the 
charges of marginalisation. They argue that separa-
tion from the Nigerian State will ultimately result in 
successful smaller States. They argue eloquently, I 
might add that Nigeria is a colonial contraption that 
cannot endure.”
-Acting President Yemi Osinbajo on Biafra at 50

“I have maintained that the government of President 
Buhari is not fighting any corruption. Rather, what 
is being done is hiding under anti-corruption fight to 
persecute, humiliate, harass and malign perceived po-
litical enemies. They go about trying their perceived 
political foes in the media, with the aim of destroying 
their names when they do not have any evidence 
that can sustain court trial and it is for this reason 
that they have been losing corruption cases. Look at 
all the noise they made when they started Senator 
Saraki’s case, it was as if he will be sent to jail the 
following week. But when it was time for them to 
prove their allegations, they could not. Even the case 
of the former National Security Adviser (NSA), Col. 
Sambo Dasuki (rtd), that they said stole $2.1 billion 
arms money and that destructive weapons capable 
of disrupting the peace of any city in Nigeria were 
found in his possession, why are they the ones seek-
ing for secret trial while Dasuki that they accused is 
insisting on open trial?”
-Governor Ayodele Fayose of Ekiti State, following 
the triumph of Senate President Bukola Saraki at 
the CCT

“His mother started manipulating him when he was 
only three years old; look at where it has got him. I 
don’t even have his phone number. I’m pleading with 
the Nigerian authorities to have mercy on him and 
give him a second chance. He was misdirected and 
misled by his mother. I heard about all the millions, 
and I said to myself, do I have such manner of rich son 
and the roof over my house is leaking. I now survive 
by selling pigs.”
- Stephen Onwuamadike, father of the recently 
arrested billionaire kidnapper, Chukwudi “Evans” 
Dumeme Onwuamadike

Numbers
7,500
This is the number of graduates reportedly hired 
by the Federal Government to boost tax revenue.

N26bn
The amount of money raised by deposit money banks 
in the country to provide equity funding for agro-
based small and medium-scale enterprises.

Trump’s climate-
change sociopathy
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