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The Sunday that follows Christmas is always the celebration of the Holy Family. There are wonderful readings 
from the Book of Sirach, the First Book of Samuel, and Paul’s letter to the Colossians or the First Letter of John. 
The gospel is the story of the teen aged Jesus teaching in the temple while his parents could not find him. Jesus goes 
back home with his family. “He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his 
mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor before God and man.”

Continuing our special feasts in the days after Christmas, Monday is the Feast of St. John, the Apostle. Tuesday is 
the moving Feast of the Holy Innocents, remembering the infant martyrs of Herod's jealous rage.

Wednesday is the Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas. We have the story of the Purification in the temple and the 
powerful words of Simeon about Jesus and about Mary.

Thursday, the Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas, is the story from Luke's Gospel of Joseph and Mary meeting 
the prophetess, Anna in the Temple who gives thanks to God for the child, Jesus “to all who were awaiting the 
redemption of Jerusalem.”

Friday is the Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas. The Gospel is the beginning of John's Gospel.

Saturday, New Year's Day is the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. In addition, it is a 
celebration of World Day of Prayer for Peace.

On Sunday, January 2nd, some parts of the world will celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord, although some 
countries will celebrate it on Thursday, January 6. The Epiphany celebrates the light that has come into the 
darkness of the world and that our salvation was made known to the Gentiles. Where the Epiphany is not 
celebrated, the Second Sunday of Christmas will have the beginning of John's Gospel and its poetic images of 
light and the Word.

Daily Prayer This Week

Each day after Christmas celebrates another aspect of the mystery of Jesus' coming among us and opens us to his 
continuing to come to us now.

It helps to recognize this and let ourselves enter this part of the mystery of the Incarnation. We are living in the flesh 
each day of our lives. He came to enter this life and be with us in it. After Christmas, we have a few days to let the 
blessing of Christmas settle in.

Each one of us can begin our post-Christmas and the beginning of our New Year's time by staying in touch with 
ourselves in the flesh - as people touched by Jesus' coming. We can turn to our Lord throughout each day and have 
real conversations with our Savior. Over the kitchen sink, by the dishwasher, in front of the washing machine. 
While going to work, walking, going to a meeting, returning from one.

During our preparation for Christmas we were asking the Lord to open our hearts, to let us wait with patient trust, 
and to come to us. Last week we experienced joy and the mixed challenges of Christmas. This week we have the 
opportunity to have ordinary conversations with our God who came to be with us.

Thank you so much, Lord, for becoming flesh for me. And, thank you for being with me now, in the midst of each 
day's joys and sorrows. I ask you to increase my trust in you, my desire for closeness with you and my commitment 
to turn to you all day long. Continue to be with me when I have to make difficult decisions, when I need extra 
patience and care when in challenging situations. Continue to let my heart experience the joy of Christmas this 
week as I see signs of your presence with me.

When these words take on our own voice and our details, it will feel very personal. And, when we speak about our 
fears, our needs, when we express our gratitude and our deep desires, we are living and intimate relationship with 
the one who became flesh that we might never need feel alone again.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

How Holy Can My Family Be?

Jesus went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them;
and his mother kept all these things in her heart.
And Jesus advanced (in) wisdom and age and favor before God and man. - Luke 2

It is probably fair to say that none of us feels that our family is just like the Holy Family. Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
can at first seem to be too unreachable an ideal for our own family. Perhaps, especially at this time of the year, we 
are most intensely aware of the limitations of our family - of the various families we are a part of. Selfishness, 
stubbornness, independence can appear to be so great that we can question the integrity of our family as a family, 
let alone see any real holiness there. How holy can my own family be? What help can a reflection upon the Holy 
Family have for me today?

The first thing to consider is to humbly acknowledge the humanity of our family - including my own 
humanity and that of everyone in the group. Human beings are capable of great things, but every human being 
is capable of great selfishness. This kind of acknowledgement isn't an acceptance of the behavior or dynamics 
of my family as good, or even that all of it should be tolerated. This first step is a step away from denial. We 
can't cope with what we don't even admit is there. The second step is to acknowledge that each person in the 
family is seeing things, and responding to them, from his or her own perspective. Nobody really wakes up in 

The Holy Family

the morning and says, "How can I be selfish and difficult for everyone today?" We all are choosing something 
that seems to us to be good - perhaps good for me and not for you - but my choice is for something I see as 
good. This acknowledgement isn't very inspiring, but it can be helpful if it leads us to a growing 
understanding of what each of us in our family are looking for.

Real understanding can lead to real compassion. Maybe someone in the family is like a barking dog or a 
self-absorbed princess or is into self-protective control by not investing in conversation or self-revelation or 
even simple help around the house. The more we see what is going on the easier it will be to try to see it with 
compassion. What fear is at work here? Dogs bark when they are afraid. Self-absorption and passive-aggression 
are so often rooted in fearful self-protection. Once we can see the underlying needs or hurts that seem to be 
shaping our behaviors, we can more easily love those family members. Love is what will heal us. Love will 
make us stronger. Love will lead to greater gratitude. And grateful people can more easily notice the needs of 
others and love them.

The Holy Family - Jesus, Mary and Joseph at this time of the year can help us. Joseph had to be so afraid when he 
was told Mary would be with child. The one thing he knew for certain is that he was not the father. Just imagine the 
temptation to judge Mary! But, Joseph believed and trusted. He accepted the role of servant. He took Mary as his 
wife, accepting the shame and embarrassment that the people of their village must have placed on him. Mary 
couldn't have fully understood God's plan for her or for her son. But she believed and trusted. She accepted the role 
of servant. Their child, Jesus, became the Servant of God's mission in our world.

How can our family become more holy? Through compassionate love and growing trust in God, so much which 
leads to tension, ongoing stress and outright conflict can be healed.

St. Ignatius tells us that Love is a mutual exchange of gifts. The lover gives gifts to the loved one and the loved one 
becomes a lover in giving gifts to the beloved. Ignatius also says that Love is expressed in deeds rather than in 
words. So, in these days ahead, let us give gifts of understanding, compassion and healing love to each member of 
our family. Let's listen, pay attention, acknowledge gifts and affirm them. Some things very holy will be affirmed. 
Let us find gestures, acts of kindness, time and support to give each other. Let us model for our children how to 
think of each other's needs first.

Every step we make in this direction of greater healing and love will help our family grow in holiness. How holy 
can we become? The real answer is that we can become as holy as we free each other to become. In this 
environment of openness to God's grace, God can do more than we can ask or imagine. And, like the Holy Family, 
we can be living witnesses, that "nothing is impossible with God." (Luke 2).

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/Advent/Holy-Family.html

And he said to them, “Why were you 
looking for me? Did you not know that 
I must be in my Father’s house?”

Luke 2:41-52
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The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion
You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.



To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


