
REVIVAL22-04 It’s Time to Get Serious With God February 13, 2022

I. Introduction 
A. Today is part four in a series called Revival.  

1. Revival is a sudden, unusual, and intense work of God in the Church.  
In revival, God purifies, awakens, and mobilizes his own people.   
The awakening in the Church results in a cleansing of culture and in unusually large numbers of people coming to 
faith in Christ.  

2. It is the crying need of our world today.  
3. Revival.  
4. Today I will speak on the topic,  

a) It’s Time to Get Serious With God.  
B. Our present situation:  

1. What would you say about a time… 
a) …when the nation’s leaders worked overtime to actually interfere with the worship of God…  
b) …when the whole culture was infected with sensuality and sexual brokenness and corruption… 
c) …when children were sacrificed on the altar of their parents’ convenience… 
d) …when most of the nation lived as if there was no God, no truth, and no moral law that mattered. 

2. What would you say about a time… 
a) …when international alliances broke down… 
b) …when enemies grew stronger by the day… 
c) …when ineffective leadership seemed to make one wrong move after the other… 
d) …and when the nation’s very existence seemed in doubt. 

3. And what would you say about a time when the people of a nation cast off all restraint and did what was right in their own 
eyes?  

4. When you hear all that some of you might say welcome to America in the twenty-first century. 
5. But I am actually describing a time in history that stretches back seven centuries before Christ.  

a) That leader who worked overtime to interfere with the worship of God was King Ahaz. He ordered a lockdown of the 
Temple, and poisoned the spiritual lives of his people.  

b) The sensuality and sexual corruption of his days came from the false gods he brought in… to be technical, Ahaz brought 
in the Ugaritic pantheon whose worship makes modern pornography and debauchery look like a Sunday school picnic.  

c) Those children who were sacrificed on the altar of their parents’ convenience were newborn infants placed into the 
hands Molech. Molech was a hollow metal idol, stoked with fire, whose hands glowed red hot. Infants were dropped into 
those sizziling, outstretched hands of Molech as living sacrifices to ensure the happiness and blessing of their mothers 
and fathers.  

d) The international alliance that broke down was between Judah — under the wicked king Ahaz — and Assyria. When Ahaz 
asked for military help, Assyria betrayed him. Why are you trusting in Assyria?  

e) The chronicler of these horrible days wrote, 
(1) The Lord humbled Judah because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he cast off all restraint in Judah and had been most unfaithful 

to the Lord. (2 Chronicles 28:19, Kaiser) 
f) Cast off all restraint.  

(1) Four simple words… but can you think of any words that better describe our modern civilization than these.  
(a) We are a people who live and think and act as if there are no rules, no enduring realities, and no divine laws that 

apply to us. We are a people who live and think and act as if there will be no consequences from Almighty God 
for whatever we may do.  

g) The consequence for King Ahaz in his day was catastrophic. Devastating military defeat, over 200,000 women, children, 
and young men were marched away into slavery naked and in disgrace, and the nations around him became hyenas 
nipping and scavenging on every side.  
(1) Did Ahaz repent?  
(2) No. He doubled down.  

(a) 1 Chronicles 28:22 says he became even more unfaithful to the Lord. More sacrifices to more false gods. More 
insult to the Temple and the God of heaven. More distancing from the invisible God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. More perversion. And all of this despite the continual preaching and warnings from Isaiah, Hosea, and 
Micah—three great writing prophets of the Old Testament. Ahaz spit on God and shook his fist in God’s face.  

h) So we read: 
(1) Therefore the wrath of the LORD fell upon Judah and Jerusalem, and He has given them up to trouble, to desolation, and to 

jeering, as you see with your eyes. For indeed, because of this our fathers have fallen by the sword; and our sons, our 
daughters, and our wives are in captivity. (2 Chronicles 29:8, 9) 
(a) What a nation does or doesn’t do with God defines society. 
(b) What a person does or doesn’t do with God defines your life. 

C. Just when it seemed like things were as bad as they could be, Ahaz died and his son took the throne. He was 25 years old and his 
name was King Hezekiah.  

D. He story is one of the most remarkable and rapid revivals in all the history of God’s people.  
1. The minute Hezekiah took the throne, he knew it was time to get serious about God.  

II. It’s Time to Get Serious 
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A. Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abijah 
the daughter of Zechariah. And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David had done. In the 
first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them. Then he brought in the priests 
and the Levites, and gathered them in the East Square, and said to them: “Hear me, Levites! Now sanctify yourselves, sanctify the house 
of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the holy place. (2 Chronicles 29:1-5) 
1. This is called getting serious with God. 

a) Ahaz shut the temple doors and locked them down. Hezekiah opened them.  
b) Ahaz broke the templed doors. Hezekiah repaired them.  
c) Ahaz disbanded the priests and Levites and scattered them. Hezekiah gathered them and gave them marching orders.  
d) Ahaz perverted the religious leaders. Hezekiah sanctified them.  
e) Ahaz made the worship space a garbage dump. Hezekiah carried out the rubbish from the holy place.  

2. Your heart is a temple—a place of knowing God in truth and worshiping him.  
a) The devil shuts the doors and locks down your walk with God.  
b) The world breaks those doors so you never commune with God again.  
c) An evil-saturated society turns good on its head so what’s evil is good and what’s good is evil… and your heart so easily 

can lose its way. 
d) And corrupt leaders of infiltrated institutions make what is God’s good world into a moral garbage dump, scattering 

darkness and decay into every corner of society, and turning your heart from God slowly and by degrees until you hardly 
remember your life with him.  

e) Whenever Israel was in trouble… it was always due to her own arrogance. Their own rebellion. They had turned against 
God. They had rebelled against his Holy Spirit. Therefore he had held back his hand of blessing.  

f) That is always the rule. 
3. When a person casts off the restraint of God, they delude themselves. They tell themselves the Big Lie.  

a) A SERIOUS LIE: Life outside God’s will offers greater freedom than life inside God’s will.  
4. False.  
5. Life outside of God’s will is bondage. Life outside of God’s will is trauma. It’s dysfunction, brokenness, and heartbreak. It is 

what we call addiction and what the Bible calls bondage and enslavement to sin. But no matter what you call it, it’s the 
opposite of freedom. To cast off God is to live in delusion. 

6. So the ancient people of God endured sixteen years of delusions before a young man stands up and says, ENOUGH.  
a) Enough pretending there’s nothing’s wrong. Enough excuses. Enough lukewarmness. Enough half heartedness. Enough 

on again off again with God, the Bible, prayer, worship, and church.  
7. Hezekiah the king proclaimed not the Big Lie of his father, but the Big Truth in all the history of the human race: 

a) A SERIOUS TRUTH: Life within God’s will brings treasure and joy and comfort nothing in the world can buy.  
8. Hezekiah knew this. He was the opposite of his father.  
9. There was a prophet is his day named Isaiah. His father ignored Isaiah, but Hezekiah took notes.  
10. We’ll come back to this young king, but I want to look at a great prayer for revival from the prophet Isaiah.  

III. Isaiah 
A. Look down from heaven, And see from Your habitation, holy and glorious. Where are Your zeal and Your strength, The yearning of Your 

heart and Your mercies toward me? Are they restrained? Doubtless You are our Father, Though Abraham was ignorant of us, And Israel 
does not acknowledge us. You, O LORD, are our Father; Our Redeemer from Everlasting is Your name. O LORD, why have You made us 
stray from Your ways, And hardened our heart from Your fear? Return for Your servants’ sake, The tribes of Your inheritance. Your holy 
people have possessed it but a little while; Our adversaries have trodden down Your sanctuary. We have become like those of old, over 
whom You never ruled, Those who were never called by Your name. (Isaiah 63:15-19) 

B. This prayer is a gut punch to the evil of his day and to the evil of ours too.  
C. A SERIOUS PRAYER 

1. Urgency 
a) There’s nothing half hearted bout this prayer. Nothing slack or vague. The prayer is from a heart moved to its depths. He 

pleads with God. The matter is urgent.  
b) When you knock on a door to visit a friend, and everything is fine. You knock one way. 
c) But when you see the house is on fire, the knock on the door is something entirely different.  
d) When we pray as if the house of our world is on fire, and we really grasp the atrocious seriousness of our cultural and 

spiritual condition, there will be urgency and passion in our prayers and labors for Christ.  
2. Emotion 

a) There is a form to his prayer, but there’s almost no form to his prayer. He bounces back and forth between confession and 
pleading and arguing with God.  His prayer is not outlined. It just gushes from a heart that is panicked. There is passion 
here. Strong emotion. He is so moved he isn’t thinking in orderly thoughts. And that’s what we need in this kind of 
prayer. Whenever the church is moving into a state of revival, you get the same thing. The Spirit of God moves in our 
hearts, and out of our hearts come a gushing out of our desperate need.  

3. Pleading 
a) The prayer has a sense of pleading. Of reasoning with God. The element of wrestling with God and clinging to him.  
b) He pleads with God… O God, look down from heaven… See from your dwelling place… and understand our desperate 

situation. And he questions God too… 
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(1) Where are your zeal and your strength for us, God? Where is the yearning of your heart?Where are your mercies 
toward us? And he even in a sense blames God… why have you made us to stray from your ways? And why have you 
hardened our hearts against you?  
(a) Now, it wasn’t God who caused this, but he permitted it, and he permitted it because love must be free.  
(b) And they loved their pleasures more than their God.  

c) And when our prayers come from a deep and passionate place in our hearts, instead of shallow perfunctory shopping lists 
for heaven, it is a sign that we finally are ready to get serious with God.  

4. Boldness 
a) He’s arguing. He’s lawyering God. He reasons with God.  

(1) Why have you made us go astray? Your people have only possessed the land for a little while. Our adversaries have 
trampled your sanctuary. We belong to you, they don’t. We are called by your name… they aren’t.  

b) He’s arguing. He’s making his case with boldness and strength. He’s wrestling with God.  
c) This is what it sounds like when a believer gets serious with God.  

5. Paradox 
a) At the same time that he’s seeking God to change the course of his nation, the prophet is also deeply aware of the 

unworthiness of his people.  
b) Look at all they have done. Look at all the idols. All the apathy. All the perversions and blatant rebellion. He has no right 

to pray this way for such a people. They have no worthiness before God. Nothing of value to bring to God. 
c) And yet in spite of this, he’s aware of something that makes him feel he has a right to plead with God, and to reason with 

him and to even wrestle with God to restore their fortunes.  
d) What is the secret? 
e) He is aware of a certain relationship with God, which in spite of all the unworthiness, makes him feel he has a right to 

into the presence of God and to reason and plead. 
f) He prays, “Doubtless you are our Father… You, O Lord, are our Father…” 

(1) We are prodigal. We are in the far country. We are rebellious. We have disrespected you a thousand times a day. But 
you are our Father still. 
(a) He says, Though Abraham was ignorant of us and Israel does not acknowledge us… Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

(called Israel) where their earthly father…  
(b) He is saying, even if our earthly fathers forget we ever existed, even still, by your great grace, you are still our 

Father who art in heaven, and we will call upon your name.  
g) So this is the great paradox of grace. He looks to his nation and sees filth. He sees the demons feasting on the evils of the 

day. But he still prays to God for cleansing and refreshing and forgiveness. 
h) He prays… Look down from heaven and see us… not at what we have done, but remember who you are and what you have 

done, oh father.  
(1) SERIOUS RESOLVE: Don’t let the evils of our world or even of your own heart discourage you from praying 

for revival.  
i) Because this moral paradox is resolved in the Cross of Christ. By his shed blood, the evil is forgiven even as it’s 

happening. And by his resurrection, new life — re-vival — can take place. 
j) It is time to get serious with God.  

IV. Hezekiah 
A. Like Hezekiah when he gets serious with God. He gathers the priests and Levites — the spiritual leaders of the people — and he 

reminds them of how messed up that nation is. There has been a great spiritual backsliding. They have locked down the place of 
worship, and they have spread virtual worship throughout the land. No one gathers anymore. And the consequence is a 
catastrophe. 
1. Therefore the wrath of the LORD fell upon Judah and Jerusalem, and He has given them up to trouble, to desolation, and to jeering, 

as you see with your eyes. For indeed, because of this our fathers have fallen by the sword; and our sons, our daughters, and our 
wives are in captivity. (2 Chronicles 29:8, 9) 

B. But then everything changes in his next words: 
1. “Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that His fierce wrath may turn away from us. (2 Chronicles 

29:10) 
C. A SERIOUS PRIORITY: to renew our covenant with the Lord God. 

1. Priority one is not to fix the economy. It is not to win the White House or the Congress. It is not to change the laws. It is not 
even to ensure a majority on the Supreme Court.  

2. Priority one is not to settle the retirement fund. Not to gather the college savings. Not to sell the house and get out of this 
place.  Priority one is to cut a covenant with the Lord God. Because if you seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
all these other things will be added to you. Because when revival comes, God turns around in a minute what decades of hard 
labor couldn’t do. And why does he say a covenant?  
a) Because the best picture of a covenant is a good marriage, and when God’s own people turn it into a bad marriage, it’s 

time for a moment to renew those vows.  
3. A few weeks ago, we had a wedding vow renewal service here at our church. It was beautiful.  
4. Would you consider doing that with God? Would you come back to God and say, Father, I can look back in my life to times 

when I was closer to you than I am today. I’ve gone backwards. I’ve left my first love. My heart is harder and my love is 
lukewarm.  
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a) But I resolve in my heart to renew my covenant with you.  
b) I bring my heart and soul and mind and strength back home to you, Dear Father, the best possible place I can ever be.  

5. I wish we could just read the next four three chapters of the Bible because they are awesome. I read them, and I want to shout 
and cheer. 
a) They cleanse the temple. They resume sacrifices and offerings that had been locked down for generations. They station 

musicians and engage in powerful worship with singers and precision and brass. And their sorrow is turned into joy. And 
their grieving is turned into dancing.  

b) The people gather from all over the nation… it says “many people, a very great assembly” (2 Chronicles 30:13)… gathered 
for the first Passover in a lifetime. They did three things… they praised the Lord with an amazing hymn sing, they ate a 
lot of barbecue, and they experienced the joy of the Lord. It says the whole assembly rejoiced, and there was great joy in 
the city and in the nation (vv. 24, 25).  

c) But it wasn’t just religious. 
d) They made weapons and prepared for war.  
e) And when war came, King Hezekiah went out and said:  

(1) “Be strong and courageous; do not be afraid nor dismayed before the king of Assyria, nor before all the multitude that is 
with him; for there are more with us than with him. With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God, to help 
us and to fight our battles.” (2 Chronicles 32:7, 8) 

f) But the Assyrians mocked him.  
g) So Hezekiah got the prophet Isaiah and they prayed… (2 Chron 32:20). We’ll get to back what that prayer sounded like in 

a minute. But here’s the fastest, shortest battle in history:  
(1) Then the LORD sent an angel who cut down every mighty man of valor, leader, and captain in the camp of the king of 

Assyria. (2 Chronicles 32:21) 
h) The people pray. God says, Angel, go! And the angel went, and victory was won.  

6. How can we fix America? California? Redding? The World? 
7. A lot like this. Yes, we must work. We must run for office. We must vote.  
8. But we must pray to, and seek God. 
9. And we must, and I mean the church, the people of God, must get serious with him.  

D. Let me finish the prayer of Isaiah by going back to where we started.  
V. Prayer 

A. Oh, that You would rend the heavens! That You would come down! That the mountains might shake at Your presence-- As fire burns 
brushwood, As fire causes water to boil-- To make Your name known to Your adversaries, That the nations may tremble at Your 
presence! (Isaiah 64:1, 2) 

B. He prays that the glory and the power of God would be manifest. And that this would happen among the nations… the unbelieving 
world will be brought into the household of faith in unusually large numbers.  

C. Five verses earlier, he prays… Father, look down from heaven. In this verse, he prays… Oh that you would rend the heavens… tear 
in it a big hole. 

D. Five verses earlier, he prays…See from your holy habitation. But in this verse he prays… don’t just see us from a distance… Lord, 
come down. Rend the heavens and come down.  

E. This is the ultimate prayer in connection with revival, advancing in boldness and faith.  
1. In revival, God comes down in an extraordinary way and there is an awareness of God, and it is serious and real.  

F. God comes down and fills the place and his people with a sense of his glorious presence. He manifests his power.  
G. Here is a God who can shake mountains.  
H. We are troubled by the enemies of the church. We see the arrogance and the power of the world. The ascendancy of darkness… and 

the sly face of the devil behind it all.  
I. But we have a serious hope: 

1. But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. (2 Peter 3:10) 

J. That day is coming. Let there be no mistake about this. That is the power of God. This solid universe. These everlasting 
mountains. The elements. They’re going to be disrupted. Dissolved. Rent apart.  

VI. Hezekiah 
A. In his last recorded statement, as he faced an overwhelming force, King Hezekiah said, “there are more with us than with our 

enemies” (32:7).  
B. Are you troubled about all these philosophies and ideologies that are opposed to God?  

1. OUR SERIOUS HOPE: Our God who can rend the heavens can restore his people, heal the land, and draw a lost and 
dying world to himself.  

C. How serious are you?  
D. How much of a big deal is God in your life?  
E. Who is God to you, not just on Sundays, but on every day?  
F. If your relationship with God were a marriage, how seriously to do take it?  
G. Would you be like Hezekiah?  
H. Would you renew your covenant with God and actually follow through?  
I. If you care about our world, our culture, our children… this is the revival we need, and this is the heart we need to see it happen.  
J. It’s time to get serious with God. 
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