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In August 2017 in certain districts of Luhansk and Donetsk regions, controlled by the armed groups 
of so-called “LNR” and “DNR” new facts of human rights violations were identified: illegal detentions, 
restrictions of  freedom of  movement of  civilians, obstruction of  the activities of  international 
organizations, involvement of  schoolchildren into the events with propagandistic aims, coercion 
of the residents of so-called “L / DNR” to join “civic society organizations”, development of parallel 
legal system and the violation of property rights. Unfortunately, all these human rights violations 
have become a “norm” for residents of the territories of so-called “people’s republics”. 

1. Illegal arrests, detentions and restriction of freedom of movement
On the 4th of August “law enforcement bodies” controlled by illegal armed groups of “LNR” informed 
that a criminal case was initiated against three 18-year-old young people who, in the area of the 
first building of  the former East Ukrainian Volodymyr Dahl National University raised Ukrainian 
flag on the flagpole, painted and threw from the pedestal the monument of Marshal Zhukov in the 
territory of school No. 36 in Solnechny district of Luhansk and drew Ukrainian flags on the school 
building. 
In the beginning of August so-called “MGB” (“Ministry of State Security”) informed that “Supreme 
court of DNR” sentenced to 18 years of imprisonment the citizen of Russia, born in the Lviv region, 
Oleksadr Halahan who had come to the territory controlled by illegal armed groups of “DNR” allegedly 
for spying and kidnapping military men. It  is  reported that Halahan received fully aggregated 
sentence for committed crimes — “voluntary surrender to SBU (Security service of Ukraine), espionage, 
completing the training for the purpose of carrying out terrorist activities, illegal border crossing, the 
manufacture or sale of counterfeit documents, awards, stamps, seals and application forms.” 
On August 11 sentences were handed down for two citizens of Donetsk, a man and a woman who 
allegedly “having been in collusion and cooperating with the Ukrainian special services, provided 
with proprietary information”. They were sentenced to imprisonment for 14 years. 
On August 18 so-called “military tribunal” “military tribunal” found guilty under article 232 of so-
called “criminal code of “DNR” “completing training for the purpose of carrying out terrorist activities”. 
He was sentenced to  imprisonment for the period of fifteen years with serving in a strict regime 
colony. 
On August 23 native resident of Donetsk was sentenced to ten years of imprisonment allegedly for 
espionage in for of Kyiv. 
In late August, the press service of so-called “general prosecutor’s office of DNR” informed that the 
resident of Debaltseve had been sentenced to 11 years of imprisonment for espionage in for Ukraine. 
It was reported he had been accused of collaborating with Ukrainian special services in February 
2015, while his staying in government-controlled Bakhmut. The name of the convicted person is not 
reported. 
On August 16  the press service of  so-called “Ministry of  State Security of DNR” reported on  the 
detention of a group of “Ukrainian saboteurs led by its leader — the special forces serviceman”. The 
group of persons were supposedly selected by SBU (Security service of Ukraine), under the authority 
of the serviceman of the 8th Special Operations Force Regiment of The General Intelligence Service 
of the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine, based in Khmelnytskyi city. The serviceman is Suherey Oleh 
Viktorovych, born in 1976. The group was reportedly sent to the territory controlled by illegal armed 
groups of “DNR”. The detainees are accused of preparing the destruction of television tower in the 
Petrovskyi district of Donetsk. 
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A resident of Kharkiv was arrested in Donetsk, who supposedly planned to commit a terrorist attack 
in the territory controlled by the illegal armed groups of the “DNR”. It is reported that the man during 
his service in ATO area was allegedly recruited by SBU (Security service of Ukraine) officers, who set 
him the task to destroy the television transmitter located in one of the districts of Donetsk. 

2. Development of parallel legal system, advocacy, notary, courts
In  the territory controlled by  illegal armed groups of “LNR” and “DNR”, so-called “authorities” and 
controlled media continue to inform local people and world community on activity of their “state 
agencies”. It should be noted that this activity has no legal force and is aimed only at demonstrating 
the so-called “statehood” in the “republics”. 
On the 23rd of August the representatives of so-called “ministry of justice of LNR” reported at briefing 
that in July 1 thousand five hundred rights to real estate was registered. 42 thousand of individuals-
entrepreneurs and over eight thousand legal entities have been registrated for 3 years. 
Coercion for membership in “civil society” organizations and participation in “patriotic” and “social” 
actions of “LNR” and “DNR”. Involvement of children in propaganda 
In so-called “DNR” at the enterprises earlier operated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine, and currently 
seized by  pro-Russian militants, after the introduction of  so-called “external management”, the 
involvement of employees into the “civic movement” of “Donetsk republic” continues. Thus, in August 
50 employees of Zuyevskaya thermal powerplant, 60 employees of Donetsk steel plant, the employees 
of Yasinovsk Coke and Chemical plant, the workers of Yenakiyevo steel plant, the workers of Zasyadko 
joined the ranks of the civic movement “Donetsk republic”. 

3. Violation of property rights
In  August 2017, in  the territories of  “DNR” and “LNR”, the process of  so-called “nationalization” 
of enterprises that had previously operated under the jurisdiction of Ukraine or belonged to citizens 
of Ukraine, living in the territory controlled by Ukraine since the beginning of the conflict, continued. 

4. Thus, so-called “State committee for taxes and fees” posted 57 advertisements about the search 
for the owner of two various properties in “LNR”
It should be noted that applications from owners are accepted within 60 days from the date of the 
announcement published. After the expiration of this period, the enterprises pass under the control 
of the “republic”. 
In August, in the territory controlled by the illegal armed groups of “DNR”, so-called “state property 
fund” reported on 111 real estate objects where “state management” was introduced. 

5. Violation of the right to freedom of religion or belief
On the 28th of August 2017 the media of “LNR” informed that so-called “MGB” (“Ministry of State 
Security”) of “LNR” terminated the activities of the religious organization “Jehovah’s Witnesses”, whose 
members allegedly assisted the SBU (Security service of Ukraine) and “neo-Nazi groups.” During the 
searches of premises belonging to the organization, pro-Ukrainian patriotic materials were found. 
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