
	

BLESS the Block:  Serve 
John 13:1-17  Week of July 30 2017	

	

When Jesus was asked about the most important commandments, he said that one of the two most important was to love our 
neighbor as ourselves.  We’d like to get better at what Jesus said was important!  So this series is meant to inspire and equip us to 
love our neighbors.  Each week we will look at Jesus’ life and we will learn 5 simple practices that will allow us to B.L.E.S.S. those that 
God has placed near us.  This week we are discussing “Serve.”	
 

Connecting with Christ (estimated 25 minutes) 
Ask for two volunteers to read John 13:1-17, with each using a different translation if possible.  Then ask for a volunteer to retell 
the story in their own words.  Let the group help with details that may have been missed. 
 
From v1-3 what do you notice about all the things that Jesus was thinking about?  What would you be like if you had all of those 
things going through your mind?  Why do you think that this combination of thoughts led Jesus to wash his disciples feet? 
 
In v4-5 notice how John describes each movement of Jesus -- when he could have simply said “Jesus got up and washed his 
disciples’ feet.”  Why do you think that John is so detailed in his description?    
How does this act of service compare to the other ways that we have seen Jesus serve in the gospels?   
 
In v6-8 we see Peter’s initial resistance to Jesus.  How do you think this experience changed Peter and the rest of the disciples?  
How does serving change your relationships?  How does serving open the door for sharing the gospel? 
 
In v12-15 Jesus tells the disciples to “do as I have done for you.” What does Jesus’ example say to us about how we should serve 
others?  What are the barriers that keep you from serving like this? 
 
The step we want to take this week is to SERVE. Brainstorm together specific ways that you could serve a neighbor this week?  
What plans could your group make to serve others together? 
   

Transforming in Community (estimated 20 minutes) 
To encourage connection and authenticity, we suggest breaking into single-gender groups of 2-4 for this section. 
  
What do you think that God is saying to you through this Scripture today? If God is speaking, what will you do? Is there a behavior, 
attitude, or belief that you will change?  Be specific.  Begin your answer with, “I will…” 
 
 

Pray for one another to be faithful to the steps that God is calling you to take this week.   
 
Also pray together for STAMPEDE our week-long student outreach.  Prayer suggestions are on the next page. 
 

Engaging Your World (estimated 15 minutes) 
The B.L.E.S.S. steps we have discussed so far have been to Begin with Prayer, Listen, and Eat.  We also asked you to put your “Block 
Map” in a place where you will see it every day as a reminder to pray. 
What steps have you taken this week?  What plans do you have for taking a step? What practical suggestions can you give that helped 
you?  Or what prevented you from taking that step? 
 

If no one has a story to tell, then take a few minutes to pray for someone who needs Christ & for an opportunity to BLESS that person this week! 
 



	
Prayer for STAMPEDE  July 31-August 3 

We are eager to help you discover practical ways to pray and to invest in the next generation!  Please 
pray with your community group and also use this list in your own time with God. 
 
STAMPEDE is an event where hundreds of middle school and high school students from all over Fort 
Worth converge for a four-night, all-out party.  Team competitions, food, humor, worship, challenging 
messages from God's word, and small groups create the atmosphere for God to move in a mighty way! 
For more information on the event you can go to http://www.mckinneystampede.com.  
 
Here are suggestions for ways that you can pray: 
 

• God to be glorified and for each student to take the next step they need to take towards God. 
• Students to make first time decisions to trust Christ with their life. 
• Students to be bold to invite their friends. 
• Students and leaders to help new students feel immediately at home when they walk through our 

doors.   
• Deeper connections made in small groups as they end each night together in discussions. 
• Wisdom for the volunteer leaders to ask great questions and share God's truth throughout the 

event. 
• Adult and student leaders would have a Christ-like love for everyone they interact with. 
• That the worship band led by Alex Nifong and our guest speaker Stuart Hall would lead us into 

God's presence and help us see God's truth! 
• The students would open up about their life and allow God to challenge them. 
• Students would discover God's wisdom that can help them see the truth of God that can expose 

the lies of this world. 
• Pray Ephesians 3:16-21 for all those involved. 

 
I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,  so 

that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love,  may 

have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of 

Christ,  and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 

of God.  Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that 

is at work within us,  to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 

ever! Amen. 

 
You can also sign up to pray for an hour during the event.  This commitment will make a huge impact! 
Here is the link to join the event prayer team:  http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4eafa72fabfe3-allin 
 
 
 
	


