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Salmon spawning in the Coquitlam River  

 

 

 

SAVE THE 

SALMON, SAVE 

THE WORLD 
 

Teaching social responsibility and 

making a difference 

 

SYNOPSIS 
 
Save the Salmon, Save the World is a short play created in 
collaboration with children about choosing to save or eat the last 
salmon.  The project was inspired by, and a component of, an art 
exhibit of the same name by renowned artist, Marina Papais.  It 
debuted at the Roundhouse in Vancouver, and then at the Evergreen 
Cultural Centre in Coquitlam, BC, Canada   2001 
 
The play supports First Nations elementary school curriculum 
objectives and is perfect for reader’s theatre. 
 
 
By Deborah J. Solberg 
 
Deborah Solberg’s family includes members with Cree ancestry. 
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SAVE THE SALMON, SAVE THE WORLD 
 

By Deborah Jean Solberg 
 
 

An original myth to show the importance of conservation and 
respect for all living things. 

 
 

Setting  - The Forest beside a stream 
 
Cast of Characters 

 
Reporter 
Scientist 
Cameraperson 
Raven 
Female Salmon 
Male Salmon 
First Nations Person 1 
First Nations Person 2 
Serpent 
Great Spirit 
Bear 
Wolf 

 
 
Scene 1 

 
(Natural setting with Forest, Rock and River) 
 
REPORTER: I’m reporting from On the Spot News at the base of 

the Fraser River, with a first nations scientist 
specializing in the environment.  What is the 
significance of the state of the river on the 
salmon habitat? Why are the salmon dying? 

 
(Scientist turns to sound of Raven who scoops down very low 
and Reporter ducks) 
 
REPORTER What was that? 
 
SCIENTIST The raven. 
 
REPORTER The what? 
 
SCIENTIST According to a legend of my people, the Raven Is  

the voice of doom. 
 
REPORTER Why is that? 
 
SCIENTIST The Great Spirit warns us to respect all people – 

the tree people, the salmon people, the peoples of 
the earth to live together in harmony. 

 
REPORTER How did the legend begin? 
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Scene 2 
 
(River with Salmon People) 
 
SCIENTIST It began many moons ago when the salmon were many. 

The people gave feast after feast to the Great 
Spirit, but the people caught all the salmon until 
there were only two left. 

 
FEMALE SALMON 

Have you seen any other of our salmon people? 
 
MALE SALMON  

No.  They have all been caught for the feasts. 
Thetwo-legged people don’t seem to stop eating. 

 
 
FEMALE SALMON 

What shall we do?  I must go and lay the eggs 
upstream? 

 
 
MALE SALMON  

You go ahead.  I’ll go back and look for the 
others. 

 
FEMALE SALMON 

Yes.  Stay away from the bad water that the people 
make, or you will get sick and not come back. 

 
MALE SALMON 

I will be back soon. 
 
FEMALE SALMON  

Be careful of the nets that will soon be the end 
of our people. 

 
Scene 3 
 
(First Nations People fishing the Salmon People) 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

We must catch even more fish for the Great Spirit, 
so we will be blessed more than anyone else in the 
village. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Yes, we will be the best salmon catchers and 
become our own legend.  Our grandchildren will 
speak well of us. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

Oh look, I see one coming towards us.  I’ll catch 
it. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

No, I’ll catch it. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

You’ve already caught the most. 
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FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

That’s because I’m better than you. 
 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

No, you are not.  You are greedy.  You should be 
fair and let me catch this one. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Ok, but I get the next one. 
 

(First Nations Person 1 catches the Female Salmon) 
 
FEMALE SALMON  

No, no, please don’t catch me.  Don’t take me away 
from my babies or there won’t be any more fish. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

The Great Spirit will always provide us with what 
we need, you silly salmon.  If we need more 
salmon, then the Great Spirit will give us more 
salmon. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Yes, this is why we are catching all the salmon we 
can, so we can show the Great Spirit how many more 
we want.  The Great Spirit will be pleased with 
us. 

 
(A Raven swoops down, startling them.) 
 
 
SCEME 4 
 
RAVEN     Stop.  The Great Spirit has sent me to warn you. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

Warn us?   Why would the Great Spirit warn us? 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Probably to tell us that we will be doomed if we 
do not catch every salmon we see. 

 
RAVEN 

No.  You must show respect for the Salmon People.  
Do not catch them all, or they will come no more.  
Then what will you eat? 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

What does a bird know about fish? 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

How do we know that the Great Spirit has spoken to 
you? 

 
RAVEN 

I speak the tongue of the Great Spirit.  I know 
that if you do not stop taking more than you need, 
then soon there will be none to catch. 
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FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 and 2 

Whatever… (they sing journeying song and out pops 
a serpent beside the canoe) 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

Whaaaaat’s that? 
 
(A Serpent rises from behind a rock) 
 
 
Scene 4 
 
SERPENT 

Just a friendly serpent. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 and 2 

More like a dragon wannabe. 
 
SERPENT I’ve been looking for salmon, but there are none 

left in the rivers and oceans.  I see many in your 
boat. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

That’s right. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

We are catching them for the feast of the Great 
Spirit. 

 
SERPENT But there are none left for the rest of us. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

So?  We can’t feed the world you know. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Yeah, we have to take care of ourselves. 
 
SERPENT You have way more than you need.  You should 

share. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

The Great Spirit says we should have salmon at the 
feast. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

So, we are giving the greatest feast in the 
history of our people. 

 
SERPENT Will you invite all the people’s of the world to 

share with you? 
 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 and 2 

No Way!  The Great Spirit didn’t tell us to do 
that! 

 
SERPENT 

Then all the other people must either fight or 
starve. 
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FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

You are being as silly as our salmon. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Yes, she says that there is only one salmon left. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

But we know there are many more. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

See? 
 
SERPENT Are you the only salmon left in the world? 
 
FEMALE SALMON 

No, there is another.  He is coming back from the 
ocean to fertilize the eggs, so there will be more 
salmon. 

 
SERPENT One more.  Then I will get him. 
 
FEMALE SALMON 

NOOO!!!! 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

Quiet, you noisy salmon. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Yes, you will scare the last salmon away.  
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

Look, another one. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Yes, and a big one.  Remember, I get to catch this 
 one. 

 
MALE SALMON 

You’ve been caught.  I’ll come and help you. 
 
FEMALE SALMON 

No, no, go back.  You must fertilize the eggs or 
our people will die forever. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Got him. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

The sun sets.  Now we shall have the feast of the 
Great Spirit now. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Yes, throw the fish on land. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

Let’s take the big one in first.   
 
(they exit and the serpent finds the fish) 
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Scene 5 
 
SERPENT Aha!  The greedy ones have left behind a salmon.  

Now I will take it for myself. 
 
FEMALE SALMON 

Oh, Serpent.  Please save me.  I must go to my 
children. 

 
SERPENT Save you?  No, I want to eat you. 
 
FEMALE SALMON 

No!  If you eat me, then there will be no more 
salmon, for I am the last salmon. 

 
SERPENT Hmmmm…. Let me think about this.  If I eat you 

then I will not be hungry today.  But if you are 
the last salmon and I eat you, then after today, I 
will starve.  And everybody will starve.  What if 
I don’t believe you are the last salmon? 

 
FEMALE SALMON 

Do you want to take that chance? 
 
SERPENT I will help you! 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 and 2 

It’s the Serpent! 
 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

He’s taking our salmon. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

That’s our fish.  Let go. 
 
RAVEN That is the last fish.  The last hope of the 

world.  If you eat her, then the world will 
starve.  Why will you not listen? 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

This fish belongs to us. 
 
 
RAVEN No, the salmon people belong to no one.  The earth 

does not belong to anyone.  The tree people do not 
belong to anyone.  You take what does not belong 
to you. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

But I caught this fish. 
 
RAVEN Only the Great Spirit can make you hear.  I must 

fly away to tell the Great Spirit that you think 
of no one but yourselves. 

 
SERPENT I will come with you. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

Let’s smoke the salmon over the fire. 
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FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Let’s start with this one to shut her up. 
 

Scene 6 
 
GREAT SPIRIT 

(big loud thunder and lightening) 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 and 2 

Great Creator, oh Great Spirit (they bow) 
 
GREAT SPIRIT 

Raven is a friend to all peoples.  Raven speaks 
the truth.  This is the last salmon.  You destroy 
yourselves by taking so much more than you need. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

But we do it for you to show you respect. 
 
GREAT SPIRIT 

You respect me by showing respect for the other 
peoples of the world. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

But we will never run out of fish.  You are the 
Great Spirit.  You will send us more.  

 
GREAT SPIRIT 

No, I cannot keep giving to you because you do not 
give back.  You must give respect to the Salmon 
People.  You do not respect me because you do not 
believe the truth.  So I must show you the future 
you have created.  (thunder sound)  The Salmon are 
dead. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

Why is the wolf howling? 
 
GREAT SPIRIT 

Because he is hungry. 
 
WOLF  Bear…. 
 
 
BEAR  Wolf, have you seen any salmon? 
 
WOLF  No, there’s no food anywhere 
 
GREAT SPIRIT 

The Bear is starving. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

The Raven does not fly. 
 
GREAT SPIRIT 

Raven cannot find food, and is too weak to fly. 
 
RAVEN I can’t fly….. 
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FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 and 2 
It’s the Serpent. 

 
GREAT SPIRIT 

Don’t worry. Serpent cannot hurt anyone now.  He 
is dying. 

 
SERPENT Help us… 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 and 2 

Oh, no, what have we done? 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

How can we save them? 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

What should we do? 
 
GREAT SPIRIT 

You must show respect, and let this female and 
male salmon go.  At your feast, share with the 
other peoples of the world. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 and 2 

We will. 
 
GREAT SPIRIT 

Then you must throw the bones of the Salmon People 
back to the river, so the spirit of the salmon 
will live on, and they will come again. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 and 2 

We will. 
 
GREAT SPIRIT  (banging drum) 

Now, go to each of the other peoples, and invite 
them to the feast.  They will awaken.  Then throw 
the last salmon back to her children. 

 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 1 

We must throw both of them back. 
 
FIRST NATIONS PERSON 2 

Yes, one to lay the eggs and one to fertilize the 
 eggs. 

 
(back to present day in front of the Fraser River) 
 
REPORTER Wow, that was a great story that happened so long 

ago. 
 
SCIENTIST This story is happening right now.  We must save 

the salmon right now. 
 
WOLF  Spawn returns are down 66 percent 
 
BEAR In 90 percent of the streams, there are no coho 

salmon at all. 
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SERPENT One third of the endangered salmon stocks 
attempting to return to the Thompson River were 
intercepted and killed. 

 
FEMALE SALMON 

Sports fishermen were responsible for 75 percent 
of the Thompson River catch. 

 
REPORTER What should we do to help the salmon keep from 

extinction? 
 
SCIENTIST We must not catch salmon for fun, only for food, 

and not take more than we need.  We must clean up 
the water, and allow the salmon to spawn. 

 
RAVEN And we must listen to the warning signs.  If we 

save the Salmon, we can save the world.  
 
(GREAT SPIRIT BANGS DRUM SLOWLY  - wear voice-overs as we 
see the salmon leaping from the water sparkling in the sun) 
 

Air… 
 

Water…. 
 

Earth…. 
 

Animals…. 
 

People… 
 
SAVE THE WORLD 
 
 
THE END 


