
Clear Creek County Seed Exchange        11/28/17  
 
In 2017, the CCC Extension Office started a Seed Exchange pilot program.  We are currently collecting and cataloging 
native wildflower, grass and shrub seed (vegetable seeds are still to be determined) to be available to the public, 
typically at our Master Gardener presentations. 
 
This is an awesome collaboration opportunity for CCC MGs/Extension, other garden clubs/gardeners, and possibly the 
local libraries (easily accessible and fully-staffed locations)!   

  
We are setting up a website that will provide detailed information on this project; however, in the meantime, if you 
are interested in participating, or have any questions, please reply to Melissa at dudleya23@gmail.com and let 
her know that you would like to be put on the CCC Seed Exchange list. 
 
Happy Collecting! 

 
What is a Seed Exchange? 
A seed exchange is an opportunity for members of the community to offer seeds for trade in exchange for 
seeds from other members.  This is a great way to build community, share information about gardening, 
native mountain plants and each other's projects and, of course, obtain seed from plants to which you might 
otherwise not have access! 

 
When will the Seed Exchange take place? 
CSU Extension offers monthly presentations at the Georgetown Heritage Center and other community 
events/presentations - we will strive to hold the seed exchange in conjunction with these presentations. 
   
We encourage the Garden Clubs to promote the seed exchange(s) to their members.  If there is an interest, 
a seed exchange could be planned for a garden club meeting.  
 
NOTE:  The best time to sow seed in your garden is in the fall before the first snow, or early spring.  

 
What seed should I collect? 
Initially, we are focusing on native species that grow above 7,000' elevation.  Collecting seed from native 
plants can prove challenging since federal, state and county laws prohibit collecting (unless a permit is 
obtained).  But, we all have access to at least a few native species, whether naturally-occurring or nursery-
bought.  Through this exchange, participants will be able to obtain native seed that he/she may not 
otherwise have access to (or would have to purchase from a specialty seed source).   
 
As a reminder, never collect rare or endangered species.  If you are unsure, feel free to contact Melissa or 
the CSU Extension office.  In the future, we may expand the exchange to include non-invasive ornamentals 
and vegetables, but for the pilot program, we are emphasizing native species adapted to high elevation. 

 
How should I collect, label and store my seed until the Seed Exchange? 
For this pilot program, we offer two options for seed storage: 
 
Option 1.  We will measure out, formally label and store your seed for you until the next Seed Exchange 
event.  If you would like to take advantage of this option, please collect, clean and place your seed in a 
labeled paper bag (see instructions below). If collecting seed from multiple species and/or locations, please 
separate into different storage bags.  Once your seed is cleaned and labeled, you may drop at the County 
Annex Building at 1111 Rose Street, Georgetown, CO, attention Chris Crouse.  

 
Option 2.  If you would like to store your seed at home until a Seed Exchange event, then please follow the 
directions below, including that for long-term storage. 
 
Collecting 
When collecting seed, there are a few basic rules to follow. Always know what you are collecting.  There are 
many invasive “look-a-likes” and it is so important not to collect and spread seed from these weeds.  If you 
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are unsure, please contact Melissa who will be happy to identify it for you, or bring a sample into the CSU 
Extension office for identification.    

 
1. Minimize your impact to the collection site - avoid disturbing habitat and trampling the soil. 
2. Only collect from plants that are abundant in a given population. 
3. Never collect from rare or endangered species. 
4. Once you are ready to collect, make sure the seed is mature (otherwise you are just wasting it). 
5. Never collect more than 10% from any given plant. 
6. Paper bags are best for seed collecting and storage; plastic bags can lead to molding.  
7.  If possible, take a picture of the plant from which you collected.  

 
Labeling in the Field 
Make sure to label your bag with the species name (scientific and common), date and location (e.g., GPS 
coordinates, house address, cross streets) and make note of any site characteristics.   
  
Seed Cleaning 
After collecting your seed, store in a cool, dry place to allow any remaining moisture to evaporate.  If there 
is any excess chaff (e.g., stems, leaves, seed pods), remove from the seed.  This can be done either by 
hand, forceps or gently rubbing seed material over a screen with a small mesh size.   
 
Formal Labeling (see attached pictures for reference) 
Once the seed is dried and cleaned, measure out 1/4 tsp of seed.  Again, seed should be from a single 
species and from a single location.  If you collect columbine seed from your garden in Georgetown and 
columbine seed from your friend's garden in Idaho Springs, bag and label separately!  Seed should be placed 
in a small coin envelope and sealed.  Label the coin envelope with the following information: 

 Scientific Name 
 Common Name 
 Date Collected 
 Location Collected (e.g., GPS coordinates, house address, cross streets) 
 Collector's Name 

If possible, we request you fill out a 3x5 index card (to be stapled to the coin envelope) with the following 
information: 

 Site characteristics for collected seed (e.g., riparian, rocky slope, grassland) 
 Photograph of plant in bloom and in seed (may not always be possible but could pull a royalty-free 

image from the internet) 
 Any additional information (e.g., website with useful information on the species, how to sow the 

seeds) 
Long-Term Storage 
Proper seed storage to ensure seed longevity is dependent on constant temperatures (<50F), low humidity 
(<50%) and darkness.  The back of a refrigerator is a good place for storage (not the freezer).  If you don't 
have room in your refrigerator, a cool, dry spot that is protected from insects is ideal. 
 
How much seed can I get from the Seed Exchange? 
For this pilot program, we are going to operate the exchange on a 1:1 basis.  If you submit 10 seed packets 
(each w/ a 1/4 teaspoon of cleaned seed), then you can take up to 10 seed packets at the exchange. The 
number of seed packets available is, of course, dependent on the number of participants and the quantity of 
seed collected by each. In the future, we may allow purchasing of seed for those who don't have seed to 
exchange.   

Disclaimer 
We stress that all participants be judicious in their species identification as well as their collection, labeling 
and storage methods. But, because this is a public exchange among our peers, no guarantee can be 
provided as to: 1) the accuracy of species identification made by participants other than ourselves, or 2) the 
viability or productiveness of any seeds exchanged.   
 


