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My feelings while writing the articles in this book were
similar to that of prophet Jeremiah who said, “God’s Word was
in my heart like a burning FIRE shut up IN MY BONES... I could
not hold it back” (Jer 20:9). These messages were received
during times of deep stirring and searching in my soul. The
thoughts were surging and swelling up within me and I could
not stay silent until I put them down on paper. Hearts were set
ablaze wherever I shared these truths.

These articles may lack academic excellence but I guaran-
tee scriptural soundness. I never had the privilege of studying
in a theological seminary. I wish I had had. God in His
sovereign wisdom sent me through the discipline of an
engineering education for building construction and later called
me for His Kingdom building. The hand which was once
holding a plumbline now holds a pen. My pen is not a sword to
destroy but a scalpel to dissect. Pardon me if I sound critical
anywhere. I intend to be just analytical.

Let everything that must be burnt in our doctrine and deeds
be burnt so what cannot be burnt alone may remain (1 Cor
3:12-15). The synthetic inventions of modern Christianity will
be utterly consumed by the Spirit-inspired Word (Jer 23:28,29).

The contents of this book are not on a single theme. Various
subjects have been dealt with. Together they would make a
wholesome meal, cooked not in an electric stove or a micro-
wave oven but on naked fire. More than one reading would be
necessary to digest these truths. May the reading of this book
be a journey on the road to Emmaus to end up with burning
hearts and bursting lips!

0
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The sacred lessons in life are learnt in the school of
suffering. Even the Son of God “learned” obedience from what
He “suffered” (Heb 5:8). It is rightly said that God has one Son
without sin, but no son without scars!

The first question that flashed in my mind when I was
diagnosed to undergo a coronary bypass surgery in April ’96
was, “Why Lord?" I was instantly rebuked by what I had
been preaching for years: “Don’t ask God, Why? He would
answer, Why not ?” Though I suppressed the questions of
my mind with this axiom, I could not satisfy the queries of
my heart. Prophet Jeremiah came to my help. Lamentations
3:39,40, “Why should a living man complain, a man for the
punishment of his sins? Let us search out and examine our
ways, and turn back to the Lord.”

But again more questions: Was it God who sent me this
sickness? Or Satan? Or did God allow Satan to inflict me? I
could not find the answer but I found out that I need not know

the answer. All I needed to do was to search “myself” and
sink into His bosom. The 12th chapter of Hebrews was the
most competent guide to my self-search after I was discharged
from the hospital. From God’s viewpoint I was guilty of atleast
seven errors.

1. EXCESS BAGGAGE

“Let us lay aside every weight” (v 1).

I was doing too many things. Foolishly I was thinking that all
that was urgent was important. Instead of prioritizing my life,
I was dictated by demands and pressures. I had become a
workaholic. I was burning out.

The slogan in the Indian railway coaches came alive.
“Less luggage; more comfort; make travel a pleasure!” I
realised that God did not expect me do everything. If I
would be called to function as a left hand in the Body of
Christ, I should not attempt the jobs of the right hand also,
though I could. Otherwise I would be overworking leaving
others underemployed. Moreover, God expects me to finish
only that part of the work assigned for my lifetime. If I
exceed it, I would be spreading too thin. Folks in millions
were dying in sin and sickness in India even during the first
century. But neither Jesus nor Paul came to preach in this
country. However both of them triumphantly testified at the
end of their lives, “Finished !” (Jn 17:4; 2 Tim 4:7).

Unless I say no to certain calls and compulsions, I cannot
earn David’s epitaph: “After he had served his own genera-
tion by the will of God, he fell asleep” (Acts 13:36). All that
is labelled as the work of God may not be the will of God
for me. But when I accomplish the will of God for my life,
I finish the work of God.

2. HABITUAL SINS

“Let us lay aside ... the sin which so easily ensnares us”
(v 1).

WHO

CAN UNDERSTAND

HIS ERRORS?
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“The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of
life” manifest in various forms in each individual. What I used
to condemn severely in my life during my years of “first love”
to the Lord, I was now condoning. I was explaining them away
as my weaknesses, and justifying them as “everybody does it !”

In the first years of my new life, I used to spend time
each week in self-examination. Now my quiet time was
spent only in praising, praying, and pondering over the
Scriptures. Rarely did I sit before God unhurriedly and cry,
“Search me, O God!” (Psa 139:23,24). Dust accumulated
because I neglected this exercise. I suddenly awoke to
realize I had become comfortable to live with certain sins.
As a preacher the pulpit success blinded my eyes still.

When I analysed my life further in God’s light, I clearly saw
that I had succumbed to the commit-and-confess pattern with
respect to some parasitic sins. I felt that the author of He-
brews was pointing his finger right at me. “In your struggle
against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding
your blood!” (v 4). This dealing of the Holy Spirit in me was
nothing short of Isaiah’s “live coal” experience (Isa 6:57).

3. MAD RUSH

“Let us run with patience the race marked out for us” (v 1).

I laughed within myself when I meditated this line. The
words “race” and “patience” contradict each other. Even by
running fast, India could win only a single bronze medal in
Olympics ’96 !

I normally do things fast. I speak fast and write fast. Lilian
and I are married for 26 years (1996) and we have been going
for evening walks together almost regularly. But till this day I
have not learnt to walk in pace with her. The same situation
while dining. Before she is half way through her meal, I would
be ready for the dessert ! Sometimes I finish my siesta before

she finishes her lunch! As such I could not tolerate slow
people. I was so arrogant that I used to snatch a work from a
slow person and finish it in seconds, dumping him into a
complex. This was one of my weaknesses as a trainer.

The Lord showed me that because of my lack of patience
I have only hindered His work. Anxiety for instant results had
driven me to human methods instead of God’s ways. During
these post operative months I have not been able to maintain
my usual fastness. Because of this the earth has not slowed
down its rotation, after all !

God’s message to me was loud and clear : “Thus says the
Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: In returning and rest you
shall be saved; in quietness and confidence shall be your
strength. But you would not, and you said, ‘No, for we will flee
on horses’— Therefore you shall flee! And, ‘We will ride on
swift horses’—Therefore those who pursue you shall be swift !...
Yet the Lord will wait that He may be gracious to you” (Isa
30:15,16,18).

4. FORGOTTEN SPANKS

“You have forgotten the exhortation:... My son, do not
despise the chastening of the Lord” (v 5).

My life had been a series of healing miracles since child-
hood. At five I was healed of a chronic gastrological disorder.
At eleven I suffered from severe typhoid which relapsed
thrice. The Lord healed me at the point of death through the
prayers of several godly men and women who vowed me to the
Lord’s service. In 1976 I developed acute sinusitis. After the
first puncture the ENT surgeon said my condition would need
periodical puncture treatment. Out of fear (not out of faith!) I
cried to God. He mercifully healed me. I never had to go
through a puncture again. After a few years I suffered from
renal colic. I would call it the birthpain for men! With simple
medication I became alright. There has been no recurrence for
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over fifteen years now. Then followed Menier’s syndrome. I
lost 40% of my hearing in my left ear... I had one of the awful
attacks while finishing a sermon. The believers who saw me
falling down due to loss of balance and vomitting right on the
dias, mobilized a time of prayer with fasting. I never had
another attack and I also regained my hearing loss, which is
quite unusual. The list is long. Everytime I went through a
crisis, I would take new decisions and make promises to the
Lord. Honestly, I forgot several of them before the next crisis
struck as a reminder!

Four months after my surgery my wife and I had a social
visit with my surgeon. He asked Lilian, “How is Stanley with
his dietary restrictions?” She replied, “He is overstrict !” The
surgeon remarked, “Our patients are usually obedient in the
first six months. You must watch them afterwards!”

Mummy did not spare the cane until my brother and I
crossed fifteen. When we wagged our tails, she would
simply show us the cane kept on the rafter !

We all get so excited about the redemptive names of
Jehovah used in worship. Jehovah-Jireh! Jehovah-Rapha!
Jehovah-Shalom! Jehovah-Shammah! Jehovah-Nissi! And so
on. But there’s another compound name which is equally
important but doesn’t catch our attention. It is “Jehovah-
Makkeh” which means, “The Lord who strikes” (Ezek 7:9).
The buffetings of the Lord are as beneficial as His blessings.
“He bruises, but He binds up; He wounds, but His hands make
whole... Happy is the man whom God corrects” (Job 5:17-19).

Two types of preachers ministered to me during my illness.
One group assured that I would never “see this Egyptian
again” (Ex 14:13). The other group, which included Christian
leaders like Mr. Patrick Joshua of FMPB, said, “Your ministry
to the Church in India will be crucial, but you may have to go
through pains and problems.” Naturally I want to believe the
first of these predictions, but the fact is that the second one is
more Biblical. After “six troubles” may come the “seventh!”
(Job 5:19). But God is in control.

5. UNLOVING RELATIONSHIPS

“Pursue peace with all men... looking diligently... lest any
root of bitterness springing up cause trouble” (vv 14,15).

Though basically I am a friendly type, I tend to become
unkind and tough at times because of my egocentricity. That
developed strain in relationships with family members and
ministerial associates. As a leader I began to simply “use”
people to achieve goals. I lost sight of the preciousness of each
individual, especially the value of lowly brothers and sisters.
The recent crisis served as an eyeopener to me to understand
the equal importance of everyone in “the city of the living God”
(vv 22,23). There is no appendix in the Body of Christ !

When I tearfully thanked my surgeon just before I was
discharged, he explained to me how the sweeper who
cleaned my room daily in the hospital was to be equally
appreciated for the care I received. What an excellent
exposition of 1 Corinthians 12:17-25!

It won’t be much of a surprise if the present staff of our
Mission were willing to do anything for me. But two of those
who donated blood for me were my ex-colleagues! It spoke
volumes to me. The earlier experiences in life were a “second”
touch for me. Now the “third” touch so I may see men not just
as men but as precious gifts from God (Mk 8:22-25).

6. TEMPORAL PURSUITS

“Esau who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights” (vv
16,17).

Having renounced a lucrative profession for the sake of
God’s Kingdom, I always had thought that I was free from
the sin of material-mindedness. Little did I realize that
materialism is one of the subtlest of temptations, and it lurks
under our  couch unnoticed and unidentified. Now the
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justification was that after all I was raising money for the
“ministry!” The childlike trust in the Heavenly Father for
our needs was replaced by clever techniques of funds
mobilisation. It was in order to protect us from this peril,
one of the earliest lessons of Jesus to His disciples was,
“The pagans run after these (material) things, and your
heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first
His Kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will
be given to you as well” (Mt 6:31-33).

Though in Blessing Youth Mission we play a low key in
our meetings with respect to fund-raising, there had been
times when I became more silver-conscious than soul-
conscious while delivering sermons. The sheepish congrega-
tion might not have realized that they were being sedated.
But as I stood before the Great Commissioner to report
back after I spoke to the congregation, He convicted me of
my “peddling the Word of God for profit” (2 Cor 2:17).

Apostle Paul’s goal was to make every man “perfect ” in
Christ (Col 1:28). Lord, let not my target be to make every
man “pledge” a contribution! An experience of walking upto
the doorstep of death has taught me to be eternity-
conscious in this earthly-minded society.

7. IRREVERENTIAL WALK

“Let us have grace by which we may serve God accept-
ably with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a
consuming fire” (vv 28,29).

Success and excellence have been commoners in my life.
If it was studies, I was a top rank student. I stood first in
handwriting and such school competitions. Many times I
was elected as the class pupil leader unopposed. In dramas
I was the main actor. In interviews for higher studies or
jobs, I topped the list. I found an ideal life partner without
a bride-hunt. During the 30 years of my preaching I can

hardly remember a sermon which was a flop. None of the
major camps or programmes of our Mission in 25 years was
a failure. All along I was quite conscious that this was the
Lord’s doing and kept praising Him. But there had been
occasions when I was puffed up with pride.

By nature I am proud. It’s also a learned behaviour. My
dad was an army officer. Anywhere he would walk as a
soldier with his head and chest raised. His very voice would
be authoritative. My blood test revealed high cholestrol. I
remembered Jeshurun who “grew fat and kicked and for-
sook God who made him” (Dt 32:15). One of my old friends
who met me recently remarked to another, “I have never
seen Stanley annan walking like this with a stoop.” Well, if
it takes an open heart surgery to make me walk softly, it’s
worth it. I share the confession of King Hezekiah when he
was given an extension of fifteen years: “What can I say ?
He has spoken to me, and He Himself has done this. I will
walk humbly all my years because of the anguish of my
soul” (Isa 38:15).
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“The Word of the Lord was rare in those days!” (1 Sam
3:1). This was one of the darkest periods in the history of
the people of Israel. I am afraid those days are upon us
again. We have more preachers and hear more sermons
now than anytime in the history of the Church. But where
is the “message” of the Lord? As the deer pants for the
water brooks, our souls are longing to hear the voice of the
Lord (Psa 42:1; 29:4). We join revivalist Leonard Ravenhill
who mourned, “Too many dead preachers are preaching too
many dead sermons to too many dead congregations !”

God anointed me with the Holy Spirit in 1963 and I have
been preaching since then. During these thirtyfive years of
preaching experience, the one prayer I’ve always made before
I ever went to preach has been, “Lord, let me burn on the
pulpit with the fire of Your Word so I may set the audience
ablaze for You!” I do not boast before men but I bow before
my Master because He has always “stood with me and strength-
ened me, so that the message might be preached fully through

me” (2 Tim 4:17). The burden of the Lord is heavy upon me
to tell my preacher friends, not to accuse but to admonish, why
the message of the Lord has become rare these days and how
we can remedy the situation.

The rarity of the message of the Lord in our modern pulpits
can be attributed to atleast ten reasons: Money, Miracles,
Masses, Maids, Management, Music, Methods, Ministry,
Myths and Mysticism.

1. MONEY

Though it need not be so, the message of God in general is
clearer and more definite from the mouths of preachers who
are mater ially poor  than those who are affluent.  The
negative influence of the wealth of the world on the ministry
of the Word of the Lord is frequently observed. Apostle Paul
testified how he escaped this possibility which was tremendous
in his day: “We are not, as so many, adulterating the Word of
God for gain; but as of sincerity, but as from God, we speak
in the sight of God in Christ” (2 Cor 2:17).

Timothy was a young budding minister under the tutorship of
Apostle Paul. One of the severest warnings the young preacher
received from the elderly minister was, “The love of money is
a root of all kinds of evil... But you, O man of God, flee these
things” (1 Tim 6:10,11). Three snares which have fatally
trapped many servants of God are gold, girls and glory. Riches
top the list of these three. Manipulating people to milk money
from them has become a common practice.

Apostle Peter identifies false preachers as those who exploit
God’s people by covetousness with deceptive words (2 Pet
2:1,3). The money-mania has become the modern culture of
preachers, so much so average Christians are scared of
associating themselves with them. A young boy swallowed a
coin. A little girl standing nearby shouted, “Send him to that
preacher. He can get money out of anybody !”

2

WHY

NO MESSAGE?
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Matthew Henry that great Bible Commentator warned,
“Preachers must not be afraid of the rich!” The apostles of
Christ refused to be sucked into Balaam’s error  by greed
(Jude 11). Jesus never soft-pedalled His message to the rich.
He was least bothered about offending them because He had
been assured that every plant which His heavenly Father
had not planted would be uprooted.

Jesus once challenged His hearers, “If you have not been
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with
true riches ?” (Lk 16:11). The message of God is the “ true
riches,” and any preacher who is plagued with the love of
money will not be trusted with messages from Above.

2. MIRACLES

What’s wrong with miracles ? Don’t we need them in our
ministries ? Miracles are an integral part of Christian ministry.
I define miracles as “supernatural acts of God—physical,
material or spiritual—which cannot be satisfactorily explained.”
Any Christian ministry void of this is not worthy to be called so,
because we proclaim that Christ is God almighty alive!

Because for many centuries the traditional Christian
ministry literally excluded miracles of healing, the renewed
interest in the gifts of healing has taken us to the other
extreme. This over-emphasis of the healing ministry has
corrupted the content of the pure gospel. The loss is dual.
We neither have miracles (as expected) nor the message.

Both in His own ministry and while commissioning His
disciples the Lord Jesus stressed healing the sick. But we shall
do well to notice that it was first preaching the gospel and only
then healing the sick. Let’s look at just two references from
Matthew’s Gospel: “Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching... preaching... and healing” (Mt 9:35). “Jesus sent out
these twelve and commanded them... As you go, preach... heal
the sick” (Mt 10:5,7,8). This order of importance was so vividly

witnessed in the ministry of Jesus that the rush wherever He
ministered was first for “hearing” the Word before “healing”
(Lk 5:1,15). A leper saved and not healed can go to heaven;
but a sinner healed and not saved cannot !

Billy Graham does not pray for the sick in his crusades. But
there’s little doubt that more people have made decisions for
Christ in his meetings than collectively from scores of healing
crusades. The secret ? He has a message. He never dilutes it
or deviates from it. Of the greatest prophet who had the spirit
and power of Elijah it was said that “John performed no SIGN

but all the things that he SPOKE about this Man were true. And
many believed in Him there” (Jn 10:41,42). Yes, he did not
raise any dead but he resurrected a dead nation! He had a
message! He was a “voice!”

Miracles do serve as attesting signs for the message (Mk
16:20). But a message without miracles leaves a more lasting
impact than miracles without message. Thomas Walker who
laboured in Tirunelveli, Amy Carmichael in Dohnavur, Thomas
Ragland in Sivakasi, Ida Scudder in Vellore and Mother Theresa
in Calcutta were not outstandingly miracle workers. But their
message stays resounding to generations.

3. MASSES

Vance Havner after many decades of a fruitful preaching
ministry observed, “Popularity has killed more prophets than
persecution.” A preacher loses his message the moment he
desires to please his audience and get its applause. He is no
more a messenger of the Lord. What do you think of a
postman who delivers only those letters which contain news
pleasing to the recipients ? No doubt the message of the
cross is good news but it is “sheer silliness to those hellbent
on destruction” (1 Cor 1:18). Apostle Paul wrote strongly to
the Galatian Christians, “Do I now persuade men or God ?
Or do I seek to please men ? For if I still pleased men, I
would not be a servant of Christ” (Gal 1:10).
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Fear of men is a snare. It chokes the preacher’s throat and
clips his tongue against proclaiming the message just as he has
received it from God. William Still was right in saying, “No man
ought to be in a Christian pulpit who fears man more than
God.” We have no right to alter the message received in the
prayer closet according to the taste of the hearers. In His
commissioning address to the twelve, Jesus said, “Whatever I
tell you in the dark, speak in the light ; and what you hear in the
ear, preach on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul” (Mt 10:27,28).

When the sayings of Christ sounded hard, “many of His
disciples went back and walked with Him no more.” He didn’t
become anxious. He coolly asked the twelve, “ Do you also
want to go away ?” Simon Peter’s reply comes as an enormous
encouragement to any preacher who dares to preach the
WORD as it is unmindful of people’s opinion: “Lord, to whom
shall we go? You have the WORDS of eternal life” (Jn 6:66-
68). On another occasion when the disciples became worried
that several religious leaders were offended at what Jesus
said, He confidently said, “Every plant which My heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted. Leave them alone”
(Mt 15:12,13). The sheep which recognize the Shepherd’s
voice belong to the “little” flock. Though small in number it’s
a significant minority because they would be the rulers in the
Heavenly Father’s Kingdom (Jn 10:3,4 ; Lk 12:32).

“The true messenger of God is not always successful as
men judge success,” noted A.W. Tozer. He added, “We are not
diplomats but prophets, and our message is not a compromise
but an ultimatum... The man who preaches truth and applies it
to the lives of his hearers will feel the nails and the thorns. He
will lead a hard life —but a glorious one.” Folks everywhere
are filling up on spiritual junk food—catchy opinions that tickle
their fancy. They turn their backs on truth and chase mirages.
(2 Tim 4:3.4). Blessed are those who faithfully preach the
unchanging Word in the changing world (Lk 21:33).

4. MAIDS

Delilah’s lap has sapped many a mighty preacher of his
spiritual energy (Judg 16:19). The lust of eyes dims one’s
spiritual vision. Sinful pleasures darken the soul. Extra-
marital affairs confuse the preacher’s understanding of the
ways of God. The vessel of honour is defiled. Its use for
the Master gets diminished and in course of time it is set
aside (2 Tim 2:21,22 ; 1 Cor 9:27).

God challenges us, “What right have you to declare My
statutes, or take  My covenant in your mouth, seeing... you
have been a partaker with adulterers ?” (Psa 50:16,18). Apostle
Paul reminds us of this challenge in Romans 2:21,22: “You, who
teach another, do you not teach yourself ?... You who say, ‘Do
not commit adultery’ do you commit adultery ?”

Preachers than anyone else have more opportunities to
move with the opposite sex. People trust them and come close
for counselling and prayer. There’s a specific warning against
taking advantage of the situation: “This is the will of God...
that you should abstain from sexual immorality... that no one
should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this
matter... For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in
holiness” (1 Thess 4:3,6,7). A holy minister is an awful
weapon in the hand of God.

When a preacher in his mind is preoccupied with lustful
desires for another woman, the Word of God is no more his
delight day and night. His concentration in the study and
meditation of the Bible is disturbed. This reflects on his
preaching. With oratory skills, sharp memory power and pulpit
experience he can manage for a season. But keen spiritual
minds can easily discern the absence of the “message” in his
sermons. Oh, how many congregations are starving because of
the careless living of their pastors! The closest competitor to
the Word of God is the lips of an immoral woman which drip
like honeycomb (Prov 5:3).
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Two classic examples in the Bible, one from the Old
Testament and the other from the New, best illustrate the point
under study. Jethro’s timely counsel saved Moses his son-in-
law from burn-out. The elderly man advised Moses to delegate
routine administrative responsibilities to able men so he could
spend maximum time in standing before God for the people and
bringing God’s message to them (Ex 18:17-26). The early
apostles operated on the same principle when they refused to
abandon their responsibilities of preaching and teaching the
Word of God in order to administer the food distribution
programme. They urged the disciples to assign this task to seven
trustworthy men so their ministry of prayer and preaching
would not be disturbed (Acts 6:1-7). When preachers are
bogged down with administration, they invariably lose spiritual
freshness which is indispensable for receiving messages from
Above. Finding long hours for unhurried study of Bible
Commentar ies and Reference Books  becomes  almost
impossible.

6. MUSIC

Undeniably these are days of restoration of praise and
worship. New songs and choruses are composed and set to
contemporary music. The worship time is getting more and
more lively, and people are excited about it even in the non-
charismatic churches. This is welcome as we are preparing to
meet our Bridegroom in the mid-air. The ceaseless activity of
saints of all ages in Heaven would be worship!

But the worrisome fact is that praise and worship take
too much of time in the services leaving very little for the
exposition of God’s Word. Eventhough worship can be a
time of preparation for the congregation to listen to the
sermon, it is commonly observed that in emotionally-charged
meetings people get physically exhausted and are not fresh
enough to hear the message. In this situation the speakers
move into extemporary preaching and as a result the people
don’t get solid meat.

5. MANAGEMENT

The temptation for pastors and preachers to involve them-
selves directly in administrative matters is simply too strong.
Many powerful messengers have become managers in churches
and ministries. The saddest fact is that because administration
is not their calling their performance is awful. The gifting of
“apostles, prophets and teachers” is essentially different from
the gifts of “helps and administrations” (1 Cor 12:28). Rarely
do we come across ministers gifted in both areas. Even in such
cases, unless the order of priority is definitely established both
will suffer. History tells us that the ministry of the Word has
lost more ministers to administration than vice versa.

It’s unfortunate that many senior pastors and preachers
have not understood the need or learnt the art of delegation.
The plain truth is that they are afraid. They are tormented
by a feeling of insecurity. They keep on excusing them-
selves that they have not found reliable and suitable persons
yet. Did not Jesus know that Judas was a thief from the
beginning ? His faith in the sovereignity of His Father was
so strong that He entrusted Judas with the moneybag! He
had assuredly known that at the maximum Judas would run
away with the money but he could never steal the ministry!

Several well-meaning Christian leaders persuaded me to
rethink when my wife and I decided in 1987 to leave the
central administrative responsibilit ies of Blessing Youth
Mission to the secondliners so we could spend a couple of
years in each of the States where our missionaries had been
placed and minister as part of the field teams. My reply to
those well-wishers was, People grow when you trust them.
I have found this principle working all along and I have no
regrets for my decision. Jesus trusted an unsteady Peter
with the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. He later proved
to be a rock (Mt 16:18,19).
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cautious : “You should no longer  walk as the gentiles
(unbelievers) walk, in the futility of their mind... with greedi-
ness. But you have not so learned Christ” (Eph 4:17,20).

Skills can be sanctified by the Holy Spirit to be used in the
ministry (Ex 31:1-5). But He will be grieved if we depend on
them. Zerubbabel was a remarkably skillful worker. Yet the
word of the Lord to him was, “Not by might nor by power, but
by My Spirit” (Zech 4:6). Uncommonly talented preachers
must be extra-cautious, otherwise they will no more be God’s
spokesmen but simply great speakers. A conscious acknow-
ledgement of our total dependence on the Lord to speak
through us must be made before stepping on the pulpit. Leonard
Ravenhill wrote, “The pulpit can be a shopwindow to display
our talents; the closet speaks death to display.”

Styles of preaching need not be old-fashioned, but the
eternal Word must be  proclaimed with all reverence. God’s
gracious look from Heaven is cast only on those who “tremble”
at His Word. He is least impressed by the external things (Isa
66:1,2). I am ashamed to watch theatrical performances on the
pulpit. I can understand singers holding microphones in their
hands close to their mouths. But as a preacher if both my
hands are not free, how can I turn the pages of the Bible to
read out the references and expound the passages? We don’t
preach to excite people but to edify, educate and equip  them.
We must dress smartly but not showily. Addressing those who
had listened to John the Baptist, Jesus asked, “What did you
expect when you went out to see him in the wild? A sheik in
silk pyjamas? Not in the wilderness! What then ? A prophet ?
That’s right, a prophet !” (Mt 11:8,9 The Message). Photo and
video consciousness also tampers with the message.

Computerisation of Bible study materials has opened before
us a world of Biblical references. With just a touch of a button
hundreds of sermon outlines can be watched to choose from.
Because of such facilities we become strangers to the pains-
taking and laborious study methods of our forefathers. When

When we go to the house of God, it must be to “hear” God
rather than to “speak” to Him, eventhough both are important.
There must be a balance. The admonition however is, “Let
YOUR words be few” (Eccl 5:1,2). It is the meditation of the
Word that leads us to meaningful worship. The primary source
of revelation of God to us is the Holy Bible (Jn 5:39; Lk 24:27).
More the knowledge of God the better the worship will be
(Rom 10:14). That’s why the early believers spent maximum
time in their gatherings for the study of the Word of God. We
talk about all night prayer ; they had all night preaching—even
in a breadbreaking service! (Acts 20:7-11).

Singing will be empty if the word of Christ does not dwell
in us “richly” (Col 3:16). The hymnologists of yester years
made their hymns rich with scriptural content. In fact one
could learn theology from these hymns alone. Deplorably
most of the modern songs are anaemic though attractive.
No wonder depthlessness is the badge of Christianity today.
Pastors must take a serious note of this condition and spare
no labour to bring to their congregations messages pregnant
with life-giving truths.

7. METHODS

The writings of E. M. Bounds on prayer are unequalled.
No author who writes about this holy exercise fails to
borrow from Bounds. He penned, “The Church is looking
for better methods; God is looking for better men!”

It is necessary that we change our methods in ministry
according to culture and context. But this we must do within
the boundaries of Biblical principles. Otherwise we will lose
the message. John Blanchard warns, “Never put yourself in the
position where you have to evacuate the message in order to
accommodate the method.” Beware of learning from the Philistines!
It’s sickening that ministries and churches are turning to the
commercial world for catchy slogans to promote their
programmes and projects. Apostle Paul’s admonition here is
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we spend more time sitting in front of a computer screen
than kneeling before God, our sermon outlines will be
nothing more than lifeless skeletons. “The letter kills, but
the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor 3:6b).

8. MINISTRIES

The saintly Andrew Bonar (1810-1892) warned, “One of the
gravest perils which besets the ministry is a restless scattering
of energies over an amazing multiplicity of interests which
leaves no margin of time and of strength for receptive and
absorbing communion with God.” Bishop J. C. Ryle endorsed it :
“To be always preaching, teaching, speaking, writing, and
working public works is unquestionably a sign of zeal. But it is
not a sign of zeal according to knowledge.”

We spread ourselves too thin when we accept too many
preaching assignments and ministerial responsibilities. During
one of his public interviews, Billy Graham was asked how he
would spend his life if he were given another forty years. To
this the evangelist replied, “I would preach less and study
more!” It inerent preachers who fill up weekends with
programmes must set aside atleast one full week every
month to rest, relax and renew their strength in the presence
of the Lord (Isa 40:31). In between programmes they should
take conscious effort to spend quality time with their families.
When ministry comes before God and family, the conse-
quences are disastrous.

It’s necessary that one sticks to his calling if he is to
function successfully. If God has called me to be an eye in the
Body of Christ, I must not covet to become an ear. So many
who are called to be pioneer evangelists or frontier missionar-
ies have settled down as local pastors because that seems to
be more comfortable and respectable. No wonder they are
unable to feed the congregations with solid meat, grow them to
maturity and train them in ministry. One must resist the
temptation to be a Jack of all Arts ! There’s a gulf of differ-
ence between faith and presumption (Rom 12:3).

As far as possible the preachers of the Word of God should
not take upon themselves the primary responsibility of raising
money for God’s work. When money becomes our target, we
tend to become more diplomatic than prophetic. Eventhough I
am a Mission leader, my fundamental calling is to preach and
teach God’s Word. Interdenominational Missions usually would
avoid  teaching of doctrine and  declaring the whole counsel of
God lest they offend their supporters. I had an intense struggle
over this matter in the early years. I finally decided to stay
faithful to my calling and preach the truth unmindful of
consequences. I do talk about our Mission’s financial needs
but that’s last in my list. The Blessing Youth Mission will be
entering its thirtieth year shortly, and it has never lacked its
daily bread. It’s my heartcry and that of the fellow-leaders
that this Mission would continue to be a prophetic voice in
the Body of Christ.

9. MYTHS

Jesus was reasonably thorough with the Scriptures even
from the age of twelve (Lk 2:42,46,47). But He prepared
Himself for another eighteen years before He preached His
first sermon (Lk 3:23). Quoting Paul that he started preaching
“immediately” after his conversion, many enter the pulpit too
soon. Little do they realize that he had had many years of
rigorous learning of the Old Testament Scriptures under the
exacting eye of Rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 22:3). I am convinced
that a time of unlearning is an absolute must before anyone
can get a strategic grasp of the Scriptures for expounding it
in public. That’s why apostle Paul discouraged Timothy
against installing a novice in the ministry (1 Tim 3:6). A
mixture of myth and truth sends a confusing message.

Traditions are not to be summarily rejected. But whichever
contradicts the Scriptures must be abandoned however long it
would have been cherished. When we worship traditions, we
make the Word of God ineffective (Mk 7:6-13). Jesus says
there are “many” things we do which nullify His Word. Let’s
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have a thorough house cleaning so the fragrance of God’s
Word may permeate through our lives.

Apostle Paul’s warning about the endtime is timely : “The
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine... and
they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned
aside to tales” (2 Tim 4:3,4). The prosperity doctrine invented
by materialistic countries is an example of myths. It’s a plague
that cannot be easily stopped. No other doctrine in Church
history had been so popular. This has prevented most of our
pulpits from sounding forth genuine messages from the Lord.

“Smile ! Jesus loves you!” Such slogans are good for
stickers but not good enough for sinners. It becomes a myth if
the other side of the coin, namely “Repent ! Jesus loves you!”
is not presented (Rev 3:19). We must comfort the afflicted but
afflict the comfortable. Preaching should aim at pricking the
heart, not stroking the skin. A pleasing preacher is too often an
appeasing preacher. We cannot find fault with Peter De Jong
who observed, “It has always been a mark of the false
prophets and preachers that they preached what people wanted
to hear.” Let’s thunder again from pulpits, “Thus says the
Lord !” to deliver folks from the bondage of myths (Jn 8:32).

10. MYSTICISM

New revelations, new visitation, new thing, and so on, are
the fad in Christendom today. Though superficially they appear
good they are nothing but “wood, hay and straw.” They
cannot stand the test of the fire of God’s Word (1 Cor
3:12,13). With the completion of the writing of the Scrip-
tures, God has given us enough of revelations. I dare not go
beyond the “Amen” of the Book of Revelation and touch
the forbidden fruit. What is written is more than “enough”
for me to enjoy life in Christ (Jn 20:30,31). What is not
written is kept secret by divine wisdom. I’m not supposed
to dig into it. It belongs to God. My responsibility is only for

what’s revealed (Dt 29:29). Probing into the unknown has
landed many preachers in the “depths of Satan” (Rev 2:24).

The greatest mystery is the “mystery of godliness.” It is
already revealed (1 Tim 3:16). What more do we need?

People are excited when preachers talk about dreams and
visions. Huge crowds rush to such meetings. But dreams and
visions are simply “chaff” before the “wheat” of God’s Word.
Prophet Jeremiah challenges us, “The prophet who has a
dream, let him tell a dream; and he who has My word, let him
speak My word faithfully. What is chaff to the wheat ?, says
the Lord. Is not My word like a fire?, says the Lord, and like
a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” (Jer 23:28,29).

Perhaps no other mortal man had  had such an abun-
dance of visions and revelations like Paul. He even had a
trip to Paradise. But he didn’t go place to place talking
about these experiences or encouraging Christians to seek
such things. All he said about such experiences was, “I do
not know, God knows... I do not know, God knows !” On the
other hand he taught people how to handle adversities in life
and strengthened them with the strong meat of God’s Word
(2 Cor 12:1-10; 2 Pet 3:15,16).

Personal predictive prophecies are another attraction these
days. Who cares for the midweek Bible studies conducted by
poor pastors? All that people look for is immediate reliefs and
instant results. This is unknown to Biblical Christianity.

May God increase among us bold and faithful preachers and
teachers of His Word whose sole aim is to please Him,
promote the growth of His people and propagate everywhere
the Kingdom message!
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“If anyone would come after Me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross daily and follow Me!” (Lk 9:23).

These words of Jesus set the supreme condition for disciple-
ship. All the four Gospels record them. Actually in Matthew
and Luke this saying of Jesus is found twice (Mt 10:38; 16:24;
Mk 18:34; Lk 9:23; 14:27; Jn 12:25). No other saying of Jesus
is given such emphasis.

Many people come “to” Jesus; but very few come “after”
Him. “Come to Me” was Christ’s message to the unsaved;
“Come after Me” was His message to those who joined Him.
Coming to Jesus means enjoying privileges, primarily; but going
after Him involves enduring problems, essentially. When we
come to Jesus, we receive forgiveness of sins; when we go
after Him, we must renounce our sinful self.

The percentage of backsliders is high these days because
the call to come to Jesus is proclaimed repeatedly whereas the

challenge to go after Him is presented rarely. If you are
wondering why you are still a baby and have not matured in
Christian life, this meditation will answer your query.

The condition Jesus lays down for discipleship has both a
negative and a positive component. Negatively, it is saying “no”
to self. Positively, it is saying “yes” to the cross. Let’s study
here this twofold condition in some detail.

a) SELF-DENIAL

According to Matthew Henry the great Bible Commentator,
the first lesson in Christ’s School is self-denial. There’s no
other way to live a Christian life than by continual death to self.
If anyone would go after Jesus, he “must” deny himself.

Jesus the Example

Jesus denied Himself of the place of unending happiness and
became a “man of sorrows” (Isa 53:3).

Jesus denied Himself of the Heavenly company and became
a “friend of sinners” (Mt 11:19).

Jesus denied Himself of the eternal glory of the Godhead
and became a “rejected stone” (1 Pet 2:7).

Jesus denied Himself of being ministered to continually
by the hosts of Heaven and became a “humble servant and
slave” (Phil 2:7,8).

Jesus denied Himself of being worshipped day and night by
angels and became a “laughing stock” before men (Mt 27:39-
44). The holy Son of God was charged as demon-possessed
and an agent of Beelzebub (Jn 7:20; 8:52; Lk 11:15).

Jesus denied Himself of the perfect beauty and splendor of
His deity and became “sin” for us (2 Cor 5:21).

THE

SUPREME CONDITION

FOR DISCIPLESHIP

3
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Jesus denied Himself of the Throne and became a “sacri-
fice” on the Altar (Eph 5:2).

Self-denial was reflected in everything Jesus chose to do
or not to do. Look at these instances: He refused to yield to
the pressure of temptations to show off His power (Mt 4:3-11).
He forewent the basic comforts in life and went forth
without a place to lay His head (Mt 8:20). Unmindful of His
time to sleep or sup, He ministered to ignorant teachers and
ignominious thirsters (Jn 3&4). He refused to be influenced
by the filial love of His own family members in the matters
of the Kingdom of God (Mt 12:46-50). He laid aside the
prestige of His lordship in order to wash the feet of His
disciples (Jn 13:3-5). He refused to pray to the Father for
the release of battalions of angels to fight for Him (Mt
26:53,54). He remained silent when the judgment meted out
to Him was unfair (Mk 15:3-5; Isa 53:7,8). He withheld His
tongue from reviling back when He was reviled (1 Pet
2:23). He directed His sympathisers to weep for themselves
and their children (Lk 23:27,28) ; He refused a pain-killer
drink while agonizing on the cross (Psa 69:20,21; Mt 27:34).

Burning out !

Self-denial is the supreme sacrifice. It means saying “no” to
the self-gratifying desires of the flesh, to the self-promoting
appeals of the world, and to the self-feeding temptations of the
devil (1 Jn 2:15,16). We all love ourselves enough and more. It
is a fact of humanity and it is our natural orientation. But we
need to train ourselves to deny self. Every act of self-denial
takes us forward in Christian life. As a man goes down in self
he goes up in God. How can we shine unless we burn? John
the Baptist was a “burning and shining light” (Jn 5:35). The
secret was his philosophy: “I must decrease and He must
increase” (Jn 3:30). Hudson Taylor burnt out for God in China.
He challenged the Christians, “God is looking for some wicks
to burn. The oil and the fire are free.”

Paul was another example. His slogan was, “Not I but
Christ !” He testified to the blessedness of self-denial: “As
dying, and behold we live; as chastened and yet not killed; as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich;
as having nothing, and yet possessing all things” (2 Cor 6:9,10).

Self-denial costly

Self-denial is not cheap. Jesus challenged His followers to
count the cost. He gave them illustrations of building a tower
and battling against an invader. He concluded that it was wiser
not to begin construction without enough money, or march to
warfront without enough manpower. This kind of teaching
might have looked like demotivating the people. But what Jesus
actually wanted was to deepen the commitment of His
followers (Lk 14:27-33). Folks should not be following Him for
bread and fish. Those who kept going after Him just for
blessings and miracles would be terribly disappointed.

Rights and Enjoyments

The disciples of Christ are called to deny themselves of
even certain legitimate rights and enjoyments of life. “He who
loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world
will keep it for eternal life” (Jn 12:25). Paul predicted how this
teaching and practice would be unpopular in the last days.
While listing out the signs of the end times, see which He
mentioned first : “Men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money,...” (2 Tim 3:1,2). All that we have is not for us to enjoy.
All that we earn is not for us to expend. “Whoever of you does
not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple” (Lk 14:33).
Here lies our problem. We attempt what Jesus pointed out as
impossible— “You cannot serve both God and Money!” (Lk
16:13). It’s foolish to wait for a calamity to strike us and force
us to loosen our grip on riches. Jesus became poor voluntarily.

Self-denial—difficult

Having said all these, we admit that self-denial is not
easy. D. L. Moody once said, “I have more trouble with D. L.
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Moody than with any man I ever met !” But the doctrine of
self-sacrifice has proved sufficient to produce many instances
of the purest heroism that this world has ever witnessed.
Church history, why, even the world history, will be only blank
pages if we remove the word “sacrifice” from them. Because,
all great virtues bear the imprint of self-denial.

At present, can you name a few areas where you are
practising self-denial? If you cannot find any, why not resolve
on something in which you may deny yourself from today?

b) CROSS-BEARING

Self-denial is a prerequisite for taking up the cross. At
the same time, if self-denial is not followed up by cross-
bearing, it becomes irrelevant to Christian life and disciple-
ship. There had been men and women who made great
sacrifices but never took up the cross. The whole world might
have applauded them, but it profited them nothing in the light
of eternity. Immediately after stating the condition for dis-
cipleship, Jesus asked, “For what will it profit a man if he
gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will
a man give in exchange for his soul ?” (Mk 8:36,37).

Cross unpopular

The Cross was an instrument of violent and painful execu-
tion. It was a symbol of shame and suffering. It was a picture
of curse and condemnation. It was an object of ridicule and
reproach. Who would ever like it, leave alone taking it ? No
wonder Peter could not visualise the Cross in God’s redemptive
plan. He had just then been commended by Jesus for the
unusual revelation he received from Heaven concerning His
Person. But the very mention of the cross drove him mad and
he began to “rebuke” Jesus. And Jesus rebuked him back in
the hardest terms, because according to Him a Crossless
religion was Satanic. It was following this incident that Jesus
stressed the condition for discipleship (Mt 16:13-24).

The message of the Cross has never been popular among
the religious or the radicals (1 Cor 1:18-23). We do make
occasional references to the Cross from pulpits, but I am
convinced that the main stock of Christians has no true
understanding of cross-bearing.

Mockery and Martyrdom

To “take up the cross” was to carry the horizontal beam of
the cross out to the site of execution, usually past a jeering
mob. If we follow Jesus, we must be ready to face literal scorn
on the road to eventual martyrdom. From the moment of faith
believers must count their lives forfeit for the Kingdom. Jesus
was crucified outside the city of Jerusalem. The author of the
Epistle to the Hebrews called his readers, “Therefore let us go
forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing His reproach” (Heb
13:12,13). For those Jewish Christian readers this might imply
being willing to be expelled from the Jewish community. Many
who believe on Christ from non-Christian religions face the
same situation today.

In our passage under study, note that Jesus made reference
to unashamed witnessing immediately after He spoke of self-
denial. “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him
the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own
glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels” (Lk 9:26).
Ours is an “adulterous and sinful generation" (Mk 8:38). One
has to work against internal and external forces if he should
keep on witnessing. There’s nothing called a light cross ! We
will be hated by the world “without a cause” because of the
cause of Christ (Jn 15:18-25). By avoiding persecution we may
save our physical life but lose the eternal reward (Lk 9:24).
Revivalist Leonard Ravenhill put it differently: “In saving our
lives, we not only lose them, but we lose other people’s too!”

Peace or Sword?

The first mention of the word “cross” in the New Testa-
ment is in Matthew 10:38. The context is how a man will
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have to go against the wish of even his close family
members in order to witness for Christ. Read carefully
verses 27 to 39. The world would have been denied of hosts
of great missionaries if they had stayed back to please their
families. Even if one does not step out fulltime to work in
God’s vineyard, not many parents would cherish their sons
or daughters involving deeply in reaching the lost. The
painful operation of Christ’s “sword” is inevitable (v 34.)

Our love for God to fulfil His great Commission must be
such that all other loves are, by comparison, hatred ! (Lk 14:26;
Mt 10:37). “The sign of our professed love for the gospel is the
measure of sacrifice we are prepared to make in order to help
its progress,” said Ralph Martin.

Humiliation and Pain

Anyone who would come after Jesus must take up “his”
cross. Each one has a situation or difficulty that God has
designed for him. We must not try to escape it ! “It is good for
a man to bear the yoke in his youth. Let him sit alone and keep
silent, because God has laid it on him... Though He causes
grief, yet He will show compassion according to the multitude
of His mercies” (Lam 3:27-33). The cross may be a trial which
has something humiliating in it, something which brings a sense
of shame, something which lingers, something which is painful
to the old nature, and so on. It subdues the pride of our hearts.

Cross symbolises chastisement. “If you endure chastening,
God deals with you as sons” (Heb 12:2, 7), It is in weakness
that we experience the power of God. “Though Jesus was
crucified in weakness, yet He lives by the power of God. For
we also are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the
power of God toward you” (2 Cor 13:4).

Cross-bearing daily

Cross-bearing for a Christian is not meant to be an occa-
sional experience but a way of life. He must take up his cross

“daily.” He will have to go on facing difficulties in his daily
duties and responsibilities. “Hostility from sinners” will be
his daily portion. Irritations will be constant. But he should
not become weary and discouraged in his soul . He must be
willing to risk anything, even his life, in his all-out match
against sin (Heb 12:3,4).

Cross and Crown

The Cross was not the end of Christ’s life. When He
finished His course, He was crowned with glory and honour.
As we go following Him on the same road, we can be
singing—

So I’ll cherish the old rugged Cross

Till my trophies at last I lay down.

I will cling to the old rugged Cross,

And exchange it some day for a crown!
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These are the most blessed days in the history of mankind
and the Church. The work of restoration which God began
since creation is reaching its climax The Lord Jesus is just
about to return because the “times of restoration” are about to
be over. People of God all over the world are experiencing
“times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord” (Acts
3: 19-21). In order that anyone may not be left out in the cold,
he must keep on repenting from his own ways and returning to
God’s ways.

While God is committed to the restoration of “all things,”
men embrace only what’s appealing to them and exciting.
History is replete with examples of how people were taken up
with the restoration of any one truth or experience but left the
other truths and experiences. Even when they keep cherishing
any one restored truth, they get so preoccupied with one side
of the truth that they leave out the other side. To cite an
example, the practice of storehouse tithing was literally
abandoned during Prophet Malachi’s time. He had to charge

the people of robbing God. But the sect of Pharisees which
sprang up in the years that followed became obsessed with the
legalism of tithing and they left out the spirit of this holy
institution. The Pharisees were the tithe specialists in Jesus’
day. They tithed “mint, anise and cummin,” but neglected
“justice, mercy and faith.” Jesus called the latter as the
“weightier matters” and condemned the legalists for choosing
only the easier. He concluded, “These you ought to have done,
without leaving the others undone” (Mt 23:23).

One of the truths that is much talked about in today’s
revival, renewal or restoration movements is worship. It is
wonderful. But only one side of worship is emphasized
whereas the other side is largely neglected or unknown. By
worship we normally understand singing of three choruses,
three songs and repeating the last two stanzas thrice with
eyes closed and hands uplifted. This is hardly 10 % of what
the Bible teaches on worship. What is the other side?

1. SURRENDER OF OUR BODIES

Both before and after his conversion, apostle Paul was a
great worshipper. His only problem was in accepting that the
Jehovah of the Old Testament revealed Himself in the Jesus of
the New Testament. His entire ministry was soaked in a spirit
of worship. Even while writing serious and doctrinal epistles
we find him suddenly breaking forth into rapturous worship.
One such example is Romans 11:33-36. The subject of this
doxology is the absolute absoluteness, perfect perfection
and complete completeness of God. Paul challenges that no
one can ever “give” anything to God because He already
owns everything from eternity past to eternity future. The
apostle shouted from Mars Hill in Athens, “God, who made
the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven
and earth ... is not worshipped with men’s hands, as though
He needed anything!” (Acts 17:24,25). “Therefore,” he
says, “present your bodies... which is your reasonable serv-
ice (worship)” (Rom 12:1).

4

THE OTHER SIDE

OF WORSHIP
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Have we ever realized the seriousness of this truth? Praise
and worship can become an easy substitute for the holiness of
the body. Following the ignominious defeat at the city of Ai,
Joshua conducted an intensive search among the twelve tribes
in the camp. The culprit was Achan. Sadly he belonged to the
tribe of Judah! Judah means Praise! Joshua chided him to
“give glory” to God by “confession” of his sin of lustful
desire (Josh 7.16-21). How often do we cover up the sins
of the body with verbal worship!

The Holy Spirit is our greatest Enabler and Energiser in the
act of worship. But it is our “physical” bodies that He indwells.
Repeatedly we are reminded in the Scriptures that our body of
flesh and blood is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Temple means
the place of worship. Christ’s unusual anger in the temple of
Jerusalem is a figurative lesson. The Sikh community of India
is unable to forgive those who desecrated its golden temple
under Operation Blue Star. Do we have such burning zeal to
preserve our bodies front all defilement ? Worship without
holiness is hollow. Purity is not emphasized these days as much
as praise. Crucifixion of the flesh is not taught as a primary
lesson. In course of time we will get accustomed to empty
shouts which fetch no victory.

2. UNQUESTIONING OBEDIENCE

The word “worship” in the English Bible occurs first in
Genesis 22:5. “Abraham said to his young men, Stay here with
the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and WORSHIP! And
we will come back to you.” By worship the patriarch meant
sacrificing his only and beloved son Isaac as an offering to
God. Earlier we see Abraham planting a tamarisk tree in
Beersheba and calling on the name of the Lord (Gen 21:33).
This is normal worship. But Abraham had understood the other
side of worship also, namely unquestioning obedience to God.
The offering of an “earthly” son to an “everlasting” God was
not too much!

A classic example to this other side of worship in the New
Testament can be seen in the life of the Antiochian church. It
was a worshipping community, especially the leaders. They had
given themselves to minister “to” the Lord with fasting. Then
came the test for their devotion to the Lord. The Holy Spirit
spoke. He didn’t say, “I’m here to bless you!” This is what is
said as prophecies in many worship sessions. But it was
different in Antioch. “Release Barnabas and Paul for mission-
ary work!” A graceful Barnabas and a gifted Paul were like
two eyes to the congregation. But where is the place for
selfishness and self-interests in true worship? They were not
worshipping a God of a city (Antioch) but the Lord of the
whole earth. They loved the Lord so much to let go anything
in order to see the earth filled with His knowledge.

Abraham teaches us individual obedience and Antioch
illustrates corporate obedience. Abraham became the father
of all Christians and Antiochians were the first to be called
Christians. Obedient worshippers honour God, and God in turn
honours them.

Worship can be exciting, but obedience is expensive. I am
sick of the frequent use of the word “exciting” by worship
leaders. Praising or singing that’s aimed to make “us” feel
good is not worship at all. Self-centredness is anti-worship.
True worship is God-centred. Its focus is on God. Its priority
is to please God at any cost. This what the first king of Israel
failed to learn. He disobeyed God. He built a monument for
himself. He was a popularity seeker. On the top of all these he
was busy offering sacrifices. The prophet sternly rebuked him,
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices
as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice!” (1 Sam 15:12:85).

Let’s take a stock of our disobedience as individuals,
families and congregations. Unless we set matters right and
obey God at any cost, our songs and shouts are superficial.
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3. LOVING RELATIONSHIPS

When the self-righteous lawyer asked Jesus which was the
greatest commandment in the Law, Jesus replied, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart... soul... mind.” As
far as the questioner was concerned the answer was complete.
Not so with Jesus. He went on to say, “And the second is like
it : You shall love your neighbour as yourself” (Mt 22:35-39).
The religious Pharisees of that day forgot their duty to man in
their zeal to fulfil their duty to God. The second commandment
is not secondary, for Jesus said, “the second is LIKE IT.”
Loving God is just one side of worship. Loving men is the other
side. Think of a coin without imprint on any one side!

Walking in love with one another is the other side of offering
sacrifices to God (Eph 4:3-12). Respect for man is the other
side of fear of God (Lk 18:2,4). Vertical relationship with God
is not acceptable if horizontal relationship with people is not
alright. Apostle John was intoxicated with his love for Jesus.
He refers to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved, who
also had leaned on His breast!” (Jn 21:20). It is he who
challenges us, “He who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?” He
restates the answer Jesus gave the lawyer, “He who loves God
must love his brother also” (1 Jn 4:20,21). It is contradictory
for a worshipping tongue to go wrecking someone with mali-
cious words (Js 3:8-18).

Here lies the reason why Jesus insisted on first reconciling
with an offended brother before offering gifts to God (Mt
5:23,24). Reconciliation involves humility and self-denial. It is
difficult. One more hour of praise can become an easy substi-
tute for going the second mile. But such worship is void of
fragrance. God loathes it.

4. EXTRAVAGANT OFFERING

Hannah the godly mother of Prophet Samuel teaches us
another aspect of the other side of worship. The narrative

goes like this : “Now when she had weaned him, she brought
him to the house of the Lord... Then they slaughtered a bull,
and brought the child to Eli. And she said, ‘For this child I
prayed and the Lord has granted me my petition... There-
fore I also have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives he
shall be granted to the Lord.’ So they worshipped the Lord
there” (1 Sam 1:24-28). Offering a bull and worshipping the
Lord was a regular and routine act. But giving away one's
own baby was rare. This is the other side of worship.
Worship that costs us nothing is worth nothing.

I hold the view that if anyone has two children he has one
too many to give away to God. God gave away His only Son
as a missionary martyr. The Lord spoke to Moses, “Set apart
to Me all the firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the
children of Israel, both of man and animal; it is Mine” ( Ex
13:1,2). Until Christians take this demand of God seriously,
world evangelisation will suffer for want of workers. We don’t
even influence our children to consider missions as their ca-
reer. Why then do we go on singing choruses like “He is
Lord... Every knee shall bow... Every tongue confess...?”

Another person who teaches us this other side of worship is
the sinner woman who anointed Jesus with the fragrant oil. She
wept. She washed Jesus’ feet with tears. She kissed Him. All
this we will do. But the next act was costly. She parted with
her precious and expensive perfume. This is the other side of
worship. Singing a few more songs and choruses we won’t
mind. But we will murmur when we are urged to give more
than a tenth of our income. If exuberant singing does not lead
to extravagant giving, the worship is not hearty. The root word
for worship is worthship! “If Christ had died for me, no
sacrifice for Him can be too great !”

5. CHARITABLE DEEDS

It’s unfortunate that the Christian world has separated social
work from spiritual worship. Little do we realize that celebra-
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tion of God’s praise without charity to people is abominable to
God. Prophet Isaiah thundered: “Hear the word of the Lord:
Bring no more worthless sacrifices; incense is an abomination
to Me. The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of
assemblies... and your appointed feasts My soul hates... When
you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you...
Learn to do good; seek justice, reprove the oppressor ; defend
the fatherless, plead for the widow” (Isa 1:13-17). The Lord is
tired of our activities in the meeting places which do not lead
us to acts of love in the marketplaces. The scarlet sins
mentioned here are actually sins of omission (vv 17,18).

The unknown author of the Epistle to the Hebrews stresses
this truth precisely. “Let us continually offer the sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His
name” (Heb 13:15). We usually stop here. But the author
moves on to the other side of worship. “But do not forget to
do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased” (v l6). We are commanded to continually bless the
Lord. At the same time we are called not to “forget” the other
side, that is, blessing the poor, the oppressed and the helpless.

Most of the worship songs and choruses exalt Christ as
Lord and King. On the judgment day it will be the “King” who
will say to the left-siders, “Depart from Me, you cursed, into
the everlasting fire... for I was hungry and you gave Me no
food. Inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to Me” (Mt 25:31-46). How careless we are
about a crucial factor that decides our eternal destiny!

The first Church was a balanced Church. The believers
were “praising God” and at the same time “having favour with
all the people.” They were “breaking bread” and at the same
time distributing funds to the needy. They enjoyed spiritual
unity and at the same time endeavoured to maintain economic
equality. (Acts 2:44-47). I would like to call only this kind of
church as a Pentecostal Church. Otherwise it’s a misnomer.

This generation of Christians is fortunate to have had
Mother Teresa to tell the non-Christian world what Christianity
is all about. She was a sincere worshipper. We are told that she
spent several hours on knees to offer her praise and prayer to
the Lord God. Then she moved into the streets to perform the
other side of worship. She saved the dying and the perishing at
the gates of hell. She was worshipping God in word and deed,
in spirit and in truth. Someone said, “A spiritual gospel without
a social dimension is a ghost ; and a social gospel without a
spiritual message is a corpse!” Amen!

6. EXEMPLARY LIFESTYLE

The pure purpose of worship is to glorify God. Any other
motive is corrupt. Words of praise are only one of the means
of glorifying God. Our very lifestyle can glorify God if it is
filled with works of righteousness. Jesus searchingly said, “Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Mt 5 :16). Apostle
Paul later added, “Whether you eat or drink or whatever you
do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor 10:31). Yes, worship is
not to be concluded in the church. It must continue in the
kitchen and dining room too! If eating and drinking can be acts
of worship, nothing is excluded in our life, private or public.
Paul then mentions three groups of people in whose midst we
must glorify God. “Give no offense, either to the Jews or to the
Greeks or to the Church of God” (v 32). In our context these
three groups are the nominal Christians, the non-Christians and
the real Christians. Lifestyle-worship is the other side of lip-
worship. The former is possible only if there’s a radical inner
change. “If the root is holy, so are the branches.”

Almost in all his epistles, Paul emphasized lifestyle worship.
He knew there was no other way to glorify God before a
hostile world. To the Colossian believers he wrote, “Whatever
you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through Him” (Col 3:17). In
verse 16 he speaks about “psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.”
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This is worship inside the sanctuary. From verse 17 onwards he
explains worship outside the sanctuary: worship in regular life
situation—as wives, husbands, children, parents, servants and
masters. Wives submitting to their husbands “as to the Lord”
is worship. Husbands loving their wives “as Christ loved the
Church” is worship. Children obeying their parents, which is
“well pleasing to the Lord,” is worship. Fathers bringing up the
children “in the training of the Lord” is worship. Servants
obeying their masters as “serving the Lord Christ” is worship.
Masters treating the servants kindly as their own “Master in
heaven” is worship (Col 3:18-24; Eph 5:22-6:9).

The Church has become the most unattractive group on the
face of the earth because it has failed in lifestyle worship. In
some parts of India, Christians are identified as people who
devour pork, drink wine and dance in parties. We are lifting up
our hands in the Church weekly in acclamation to bless God,
but the unbelievers are pointing their fingers at us daily in
accusation to blaspheme God (Rom 2:24; Isa 52:5c). We
cannot excuse ourselves with the words of Christ that the
world would hate us. Yes they will hate us because of the
truth we preach. Our doctrine may not be attractive. But
our deeds ought to be attractive (Mt 5:16). Our lifestyle
should excite the non-Christians to shout Hallelujah! When
Mother Teresa condemned the conscience of a  nation
which legalised abortions President Bill Clinton responded,
“There can be no argument against a  life so well lived !”

7. UNJUST SUFFERING

Accepting injustice and ill-treatment patiently and
pleasant ly is also worship.  Hear  Peter : “If you are
reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He
is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. But let none
of you suffer as an evildoer. Yet if anyone suffers as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in
this matter” ( 1 Pet 4:14-16).

His executors thought they were murdering Jesus. But in
fact they were helping Him to offer Himself as “a sacrifice to
God for a sweet-smelling aroma?” What paradox! But this is
the secret of worship. Every stone pelted at us can become a
bowl of incense offered to God provided we do not retaliate or
murmur. Watch closely the martyrdom scene of Stephen (Acts
6:12,15; 7:54-60).  His angelic face. Open heavens. Vision of
the glory of God. Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
Forgiveness. Surrender. What is this but worship?

Let’s now go to Heaven to meet the great multitude of
white-robed worshippers. Who are these people? Where did
they come from? “These are the ones who came out of
great tribulations!... They are before the throne of God, and
serve Him day and night in His temple” ( Rev 7:9-15).
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We have read and heard enough on “finding” God’s will,
but our failure is in “doing” it. We do understand God’s will
but we don’t undertake it. Apostle James calls it self-deception
(Js 1:22). Prophet Isaiah’s description about ancient Israel is a
perfect picture of modern Christians. “I have stretched out My
hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk in a way
that is not good, according to their  own thoughts” (Isa 65:2;
Rom 10:21). This statement seems to tell us that God is
wasting His time and revelations with us. How sad!

How or why do we miss God’s will ? Of the many possible
reasons, here are seven prominent ones.

1. INDEPENDENCE

Man considers self-willed life as freedom.  But wisdom
cries out, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end
is the way of death” (Prov 14:12). Men like A.W. Tozer who
walked with God have declared, “Let a man set his heart only
on doing the will of God and he is instantly free!”

More often than we think what we seek in prayer is God’s
endorsement of our own plans. We think that once we mention
our plans and desires in prayer, they are automatically sancti-
fied and sanctioned by the Almighty. We then go about
launching our programmes boastfully. The Bible condemns this
kind of life in the strongest possible terms. “Come now, you
who say, ‘Today or tomorrow, we will go to such and such a
city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit ;’
whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow...
Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and
do this or that.’  But now  you  boast  in  your  arrogance. All
such  boasting  is  evil” (Js 4:13-16).

We are at times so obsessed with our dreams and
pursuits that we idolize them. We feel that our life is
meaningless unless we get them. Prayer is a mockery if it
is offered with this mindset. God will simply let us go our
way and enjoy the desires of our hearts. But we must
realize that we will miss the perfect will of God and settle
down to His permissive will. This is definitely not the best
for us or for God’s Kingdom. God’s word through Prophet
Ezekiel is appropriate here. “Thus says the Lord God :
Everyone of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his
heart... and then comes to the prophet, I the Lord will
answer him who comes, according to the multitude of his
idols” (Ezek 14:4).

After accepting Christ as Lord in a gospel meeting, a
businessman hung a walltext at the entrance of his house,
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT! Christian life is a change over
from independence  to dependence on Christ. The very first
questian of Paul ofter his conversion was, “Lord, what do YOU

want me to do?” (Acts 9:6). We will miss God’s will all through
our life if we don’t deal with our natural spirit of independence.
This must be a voluntary act. God will not change our will
against our will. Therefore, “Do not be like the horse or like the
mule, which have no understanding, which must be harnessed
with bit and bridle, else they will not come near you” (Psa

HOW WE MISS

GOD’S WILL

5
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32:9). The promise of guidance in verse eight can be enjoyed
only when we grow out of the bit-and-bridle stage. “I will
instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will
guide you with my eye” (v 8).  Blessed are those who walk
following the wink of God!

Jesus never once missed His Father’s will on earth
because at the very first instant He laid aside His power
and authority to act independently and promised His Father
voluntarily, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God!”
(Heb 10:7,9). He meant this promise so really that during
the course of His ministry He testified, “Of My own self, I
can do nothing!” (Jn 5:30).

2. INDULGENCE

If we indulge in the works of the flesh, we are sure to miss
the leading of the Spirit. Sensuality and spirituality are opposed
to each other and the battle goes on constantly in our hearts.
“We are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh.   For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but
if by the Spirit  you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are sons
of God” (Rom 8:12-14). We may read the Bible, say our
prayers and go through all the disciplines of Christian life.  But
if we don’t learn to say no to sinful desires, we cannot say yes
to the Spirit’s directions in our life. Our sinful nature cannot be
eradicated  from us but we can be emancipated from it by the
Spirit of life (Rom 8:2). We must constantly reckon our old man
as dead.  This is more than an occasional meditation. Rather it’s
a conscious moment-by-moment assertion.  This inner victory is
fundamental to fight other battles outside of us.

The “good and acceptable and perfect will of God” is made
known only to those who refuse to be conformed to the
fashions and pattern of the world (Rom 12:2). Those who
choose the line of least resistance and swim along the tide will
be  going against the will of God whether they realise it or not.

The trend of the world never aligns itself with the ways of the
Lord, because “the whole world lies under the sway of the
wicked one” (1 Jn 5:19). So wrote an apostle in the first
century! Imagine the depth of corruption, the height of iniquity
and the breadth of wickedness into which the world has rolled
itself during the centuries that have followed. It’s hard to
imagine further deterioration. How much more careful should
we be “on whom the ends of the ages have come!”

The love of the world and the craving for  the  things  of
the world  is spiritual  adultery. This sets us opposed to the love
of God and makes us actually His enemies (Js 4:3,4; 1 Jn 2:15).
“For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of
the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust of it ;
but he who does the will of God abides forever” (1 Jn 2:16,17).
This does not mean we cannot possess any material goods or
enjoy them. The question is whether we possess them or they
possess us. It is the attachment to things and overindulgence in
pleasures which is condemed (1 Cor 7:29-31). God is not
against our legitimate enjoyment of life on earth. But the true
test is how we feel when we are called to forsake the earthly
blessings or they are culled from us. The stronger the grip the
more difficult it is to give up and follow God’s guidance.

There’s nothing as powerful as the love of money in
deviating us from God’s will. Undoubtedly this is the root of
most of the guidance problems. Once the prophet Balaam
gave a little room for the love of money, he became blind
and deaf to God’s intervention in his course. He could
neither see the angel nor appreciate an animal speaking !
When your basic needs are more than met where you are
in the will of God, beware of “praying about” offers for
more salary and comfort! What the world calls as opportunities
may actually be traps! “If I earn more I can give more to
God’s work”—Many justify their materialistic ambitions this
way. But the poor God gets the same old 10% in all this!
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3. INTELLIGENCE

God is not against us acquiring knowledge.  But He would
not have us put “knowledge” before “life.” Man would not
have lost Paradise if he had chosen to eat of the Tree of Life
rather than the Tree of Knowledge. Human knowledge without
divine life is deadly. True wisdom comes as a result of walking
in the fear of God (Prov 1:7).

We are to use our common sense and acquired knowledge
in making decisions for the routine matters of life. But when
we are to find God’s will for major issues, too much of
reasoning may in fact be harmful. “My thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, says the Lord. For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa
55:8,9). See how God illustrates the difference between His
thoughts and ours ! Concerning John the Baptist Jesus
testified that of those born of women there was no one
greater than John. But look at John’s confession about
himself in comparison with Jesus: “He who is of the earth
is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from
heaven is above all” (Jn 3:31).

There’s nothing wrong in analysing matters and discussing
issues. This exercise does help to define the problem precisely
and to focus the question sharply. But we must not stay too
long in the valley of decision with our mental faculties alone.
Sense knowledge is inadequate to comprehend God’s ways.
We walk by faith, not by sight or other senses (2 Cor 5:7). Only
then we can be “well pleasing” to God in all our ways (v 9).

We don’t obey and go even if God tells us where to go. But
Abraham obeyed God and went out “not knowing where he
was going” (Heb 11:8). Following our own wisdom is risky; but
trusting God for the unknown is safe. Those who would not
move until they have all the facts and details are not fit for
God’s army. The soldiers of the Cross are heroes of faith.

They know “who” leads them. They are not bothered about
“where” and “what.” Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice...
and they follow Me... They will by no means follow a stranger,
but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of
strangers” (Jn 10:27,5).

The element of uncertainty adds thrill to Christian life and
ministry. Otherwise it will be dull and dimensionless. That’s
why life outside of Christ is joyless eventhough it may be filled
with fun and excitement. Let’s sing with the Psalmist, “Your
way was in the sea; Your path in the great waters; and Your
footsteps were not known” (Psa 77:19).

We usually divide our life into two compartments—spiritiual
and secular—and consider the will of God only for spiritual
matters. This is not in tune with the spirit and teaching of the
New Testament (1 Cor 10:31). A committed Christian will seek
the face of the Lord for His guidance even in the so-called
“secular” matters like the choice of a course of study or a
career. Informations gathered from professional experts
must be submitted before the Lord for His inspired guid-
ance. Otherwise our voyage will “end with disaster and
much loss” (Acts 27:9-11,21).

4. INFLUENCE

While the Bible states that there is safety in having several
counsellors and admonishes us to exhort  one another
frequently, overconsulation with people may confuse us. When
we know for sure that God has spoken to us in our spirit and
it is in agreement with the Scriptures, we must settle the matter
there. We still can share the matter with spiritual-minded
people, but not to escape the orders of the Lord. With due
regards to the blessings of the fellowship of  God’s people, it
needs to be pointed out here that disobedient Christians
outnumber the obedient. The spirit of disobedience that is
powerfully at work in the world has permeated the Church
also (Eph 2:1-3; 5:6-8; Col 3:5-7).
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If Paul had consulted “flesh and blood” or the apostles
senior to him, we would not have got the pure gospel of the
grace of God through his preaching and writing (Gal 1:16,17).
In the first and formative years of his ministry, the influence of
apostles like Peter would have corrupted his message. A few
years of closeting with God in the Arabian desert had been
necessary for Paul before coming out with shape for public
discourses.

Jesus valued the company of His friends and fellowship of
His disciples genuinely. But He stayed sensitive to discern
when their counsel and advices came in the way of obeying
His Father’s will. We know how He sharply rebuked Peter for
suggesting a Crossless religion. Jesus identified the clash
between human and divine thoughts (Mt 16:22,23). In
another instant His own brothers prompted Him to follow a
course of action which He politely refused. They were
trying to propel Him into public limelight but Jesus had
known the preciousness of minister ing “in secret” and
according to God’s timing (Jn 7:2-10).

When we consult the worldlings and not God for making
decisions, He views it quite seriously. “Woe to the rebellious
children, says the Lord, who take counsel, but not of Me,
and who devise plans, but not of My Spirit ... who walk to
go down to Egypt, and have not asked My advice, to
strenghten themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to
trust in the shadow of Egypt” (Isa 30:1,2). The very first
verse of the Book of Psalms speaks of the blessedness of
not walking “in the counsel of the ungodly.”

Many young people have not obeyed the missionary call
because they keep on discussing the matter with their kith and
kin. My call to ministry was in no way dramatic. I sensed I
could no longer do justice to my job as well as to the ministry
because both were demanding. I made a choice to leave
engineering for evangelism. When I shared this with my wife

she instantly said I could have done it earlier! She encouraged
me to resign AND THEN inform parents. No problem, no
regrets!

Sometimes the influence of preachers is also not helpful.
Missionary Paul was once caught amidst four young proph-
etesses and one senior prophet. They and almost everyone
in Paul’s team pleaded with him not to go to Jesusalem
because of a prophetic revelation concerning the problems
he would face there. Paul respected their prophecies as an
information but he could not receive it as an instruction.
Good they finally let him go saying, “The will of the Lord be
done!” We know Paul was right because later the Lord
appeared to him and said, “Be of good cheer, Paul; for as
you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also
bear witness at Rome” (Acts 21:10-14; 23:11).

Remember the mighty prophet of God who was killed by
a lion because he disobeyed the Lord and listened to what
an old prophet said ? (1 Ki 13). Beware of the interference
of other voices!

5. IMPATIENCE

God is never in haste because all things are under His
sovereign control. He is the one who orders things in our life,
both great and small. This knowledge will keep us from
panicking. Unless we learn to walk in pace with God we
will miss His will. He will not pull us back when we tend to
go faster. He will let us go and learn the lesson the hard
way. “Thus says the Lord God: ‘In returning and rest you
shall be saved; in quietness and confidence shall be your
strength.’ But you would not, and you said, ‘No, for we will
flee on horses’ —  Therefore you shall flee!... The Lord
will wait!” (Isa 30:15-18).

Abraham’s impatience brought forth Ishmael. The perfect
will of God therefore gave way to His permissive will. Until
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today the descendents of Ishmael are “wild” against the chosen
people of God (Gen 16:11,12).

It is folly to expect instant results just because we walk
in the will of God. “You have need of endurance, so that
after you have done the will of god, you may receive the
promise: for yet a little while, and He who is coming will
come and will not tarry” (Heb 10:36,37). This “little while”
in divine economy may mean anything between one day and
one thousand years! Once we know what we are doing is
the perfect will of God, we must stay put — “living by
faith” (v 38). We must not bail ourselves out by means of
our resources. God allows crises in our life not to break us
but to make us. Blessed are those who believe to the end.

As we mature in Christian life we will be called to
choose between the “immediate” and the “ultimate.” The
world invariably chooses the immediate for its gratification.
But we with the final glorification in view must decide for
the ultimate. Tucked in the faith chapter of Hebrews is an
illustrated report of the godly women of old. “Women
received their dead raised to life again. And others were
tortured, NOT ACCEPTING DELIVERANCE, that they might
obtain a better resurrection” (Heb 11:35). Our sickly modern
theology has taught us that healing alone is blessing. But
what about the blessedness of death that ushers us into the
literal presence of God?

The Most Holy Place of the Tabernacle has neither the
sunlight of the outer court nor the candlelight of the inner court.
“The Lord said He would dwell in the dark cloud” (1 Ki 8:12).
Just because we walk in obedience to the Lord, everything will
not become clear to us. Questions may abound, but we should
not give place to doubts. “Who among you fears the Lord?
Who obeys the voice of His servant? Who walks in darkness
and has no light? Let him TRUST in the name of the Lord and
RELY upon his God” (Isa 50:10). Dr. Raymond Edman calls this

“the discipline of darkness.” If we are not patient as we
walk through this tunnel, we will miss God’s will. If we
wait, “at evening time it shall happen that it will be light”
(Zech 14:7).

6. INDOLENCE

While we should not go ahead of God due to impatience we
must also not lag behind due to indolence. Why should God
reveal His will to a slothful man who will do nothing about it ?
Apostle Paul calls slothfulness as foolishness. According to
him, only those who redeem the time are wise enough to
understand what the will of the Lord is (Eph 5:15-17).

The will of God in general is the same for all. But the will
of God in specific varies from person to person according to his
or her calling and gifting. It is when we are active in fulfilling
our responsibilities under the general will of God, we will be
granted revelations of His specific will. A classic example is
found in Paul’s second missionary journey. He was busy with
his team in reaching every possible place with the gospel. This
he was doing in obedience to the general will of God namely
the Great Commission of Christ to preach the gospel to all
nations. But the apostles were forbidden to preach the Word in
Asia. When  they tried to go into Bithynia, the Spirit would not
permit them there also. But they kept going and ended up in
Macedonia where they got the first European convert. This
was God’s specific will for them at that time (Acts 16:6-10). It
is difficult to turn the steering wheel of a parked car.

We are responsible to obey only that portion of God’s will
which is revealed to us. When we faithfully do that, God will
give further and fuller revelations of His will (Lk 12:45-48).
God does not reveal all His will for our lives in a lumpsum. He
does it in stages. With the renewed interest in the gift of
prophecy these days, there’s a teaching in certain charismatic
circles that we can get a blueprint for our entire span of life.
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Though not always in the posture of prayer, we get inspirations
and impressions from Above when we are bathed in the spirit
of prayer (Acts 10:9-13; Rev 1:10,11). A praying Christian is in
touch with God and he will hardly miss His will.

I close with a quote from Dr. George W. Truett : “To know
the will of God is the greatest knowledge; to do the will of God
is the greatest achievement !”

This is Biblically unfounded. God just shows us “one step at a
time.” We will never fully know what the future holds for us;
but we know who holds the future for us!

7. IGNORANCE

Though ignorance is a fundamental reason for missing God’s
will, lack of understanding of the ways of God,  to some extent
or the other, will be the underlying cause at every level for
failing to do His will. Therefore knowing God must be a never-
ending process. On this side of eternity our knowledge will
never be perfect but God wills to reveal His mind enough so as
to get His will done on earth as it is in Heaven.

Communication is basic to understand a person—his mind,
likes and dislikes. We understand God the same way—by
listening to Him and talking to Him. The Bible is His Word to
us. Through prayer we verbalize our longings and feelings to
Him. This calls for a regular devotional life.

We must saturate ourselves with the Word of God. The
Word of God is the will of God. His mind is revealed in the holy
pages through teaching and examples. “To the law and to the
testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is
because there is no light in them” (Isa 8:20). What God has
taught to men and women of various times and cultures and
how He has dealt with them give us an understanding of
what He expects from us today. Not a casual reading but a
close and consistent study of the Scriptures is inevitable for
a walk in pace with God. The Holy Spirit will give us
specific guidance (rhema) from the Scriptures as we spend
sufficient time to meditate its general message (logos).

Prayer is our vital breath. When our prayer life withers
away, we can no more enjoy the benefits of Heaven’s hotline.
It is in prayer that the Holy Spirit quickens our spirit and then
our mind to become tuned up to God’s will (Rom 8:26,27).
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God sent His Son into the world for a missionary cause.
“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim 1:15).
During His about 40 months of ministry, anything else was
secondary to the Lord. He was first and last a soulwinner.
Towards the end of His earthly ministry we observe His
passion for souls manifesting in a heightened intensity He
endeavoured to lead His followers into the same sense of
urgency in saving the lost. Almost every incident during the
Passion Week has a strategical lesson to teach us concerning
missionary evangelism. Here are seven of them which hap-
pened from Palm Sunday to Good Friday.

1. THE TETHERED DONKEY

“Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, Go into the village
opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and
a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me. And if
anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need
of them,’ and immediately he will send them” (Mt 21:1-3).

Here we have a vivid picture of rural evangelism. India lives
in villages. 80% of the country’s population is rural. In the
words of the late Prime Minister Morarji Desai, “If villages
prosper, the nation will prosper.” But unfortunately 80% of
the Christian ministry is done in cities and towns only, which
hold just 20% of the population. A vast number of the
6,00,000 villages of India does not have a single resident
witness for the gospel. No evangelist has ever walked into
most of these villages.

Just like the donkey, the people are bound by superstitious
beliefs and lifelong fears. The Bonda tribal women in Orissa
refuse to clothe themselves because of the myth that it would
invoke the curse of Sita. The government is unable to stop child
marriages and temple prostitution though such inhuman practices
are banned by the law. Death of human beings due to
malnutrition is preferred to butchering old and useless cows !
Witch doctors continue the practice of branding the skin with
red hot iron rods to relieve chronic sufferers from headache or
stomach pain. It’s impossible to list out all the cruelties people
suffer from, because and only because the Gospel of
Deliverance has not been preached to them.

Not only the donkey but also the colt was tied up. Innocent
and ignorant children come under the cursed systems followed
by their parents, because they have no other choice. Which-
ever village you go for evangelism, you can at once gather a
sizeable group of enthusiastic children. Catch them young.
They don’t have much to unlearn. Jesus said that the Kingdom
of God was theirs. Teach them gospel songs and stories and
they will carry the message to their parents and elders. In a
number of villages where we have planted churches, the first
congregation was all children. Don’t despise them anyway.

Jesus sent “two” of His disciples for loosening the donkey
and the colt. The two-by-two principle is extremely effective in
rural evangelism (Lk 10:1). You don’t need to wait to mobilize
a team of ten or twelve Christians for village evangelism. Get
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just one other friend and start. Husband and wife make a good
team. If the parents and the children can go together as a
family, that would be great!

Don’t be afraid of oppositions and threats. There will be
definitely some men who would ask you why you preach about
Christ in their village. Tell them politely that the Lord loves
them and needs them. Our orders to preach the gospel come
from Heaven. Jesus said, “All authority has been given to Me
in Heaven and on earth. Go therefore!” (Mt 28:18,19).

2. THE OPEN-AIR PROCESSION

“They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on
them, and set Him on them... Then the multitude who went
before and those who followed cried out, saying: Hosanna to
the Son of David!... And when He had come into Jerusalem,
all the city was moved, saying, Who is this ?” (Mt 21:7-10).

Open-air evangelism is still one of the powerful means of
impacting communities with the gospel message. The entire
city of Jerusalem was “moved" by the procession on the first
Palm Sunday. The crowds went celebrating the praises of God
in the streets. But these days we go rounds around the
sanctuary only. How long shall we thus imprison Jesus inside
the four walls of our church? When will we go out of our
church compounds to proclaim His salvation?

The early Salvation Army members went regularly on
gospel processions through streets and busy corners with
soul-awakening musical bands. Except in sensitive areas,
we can always go, atleast as small groups, for openair
singing and preaching. Each Church in a city or town can
select a particular area for this activity. On public holidays
all the Churches can organize a common programme. It’s
time we move out into the market-places from our meeting
places (Acts 17:17).

John the Baptist was the first to preach the message of
God’s Kingdom outside the temple in the openair. “From the
days of John the Baptist until now the Kingdom of heaven
suffers violence, and the violent take it by force !” (Mt
11:12). Go to the highways, byways, streets and lanes and
“compel” the lost, the last and the least to come into God’s
banqueting hall ! (Lk 14:2.3).

Open-air evangelism is of course hard work. You may have
to soil your “clothes and garments” (Mt 21:7,8). But that’s the
minimum we can do for our Lord who trod the winepress of
God’s anger alone, staining His garments with blood (Isa 63:3).

Prepare bright banners with sacred symbols and stirring
slogans. Artwork is a gift of the Holy Spirit (Ex 31:1-5). We
must give young people a freehand to use their creativity to
make the gospel presentation attractive to the man on the
street. Jesus simply asked His disciples to bring Him the
donkey. But spreading the blazers and the branches on the
road was people’s idea! Pastors and seniors should not try
to quench the enthusiasm of the young people like the
priests and scribes (Mt 21:15,16). One of the expensive
failures of the Church is it’s negligence to motivate and
mobilize the youth force for evangelism.

3. THE MISUSED TEMPLE

“So they came to Jerusalem. And Jesus went into the
temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in the
temple, and overturned the tables of the moneychangers and
the seats of those who sold doves... Then He taught, saying to
them, Is it not written, My house shall be called a house of
prayer for all nations? But you have made it a den of thieves”
(Mk 11:15-17).

Why have our Church buildings become offices of corrup-
tion and objects of court cases? We have forgotten the prime



6463

purpose of their existence. The ceaseless activity in a church
should be prayer. We have all sorts of names for our church
buildings. But the name given by Jehovah and Jesus is “House
of Prayer” (Isa 56:7; Mk 11:17). Here again there is a
missionary emphasis. It is a House of Prayer for “all nations!”

King Solomon dedicated the temple for a missionary cause.
In his dedication prayer he pleaded with God to give a gracious
attention to the cries and prayers of “a foreigner” who was
not of God’s people Israel. His burden and vision was that
“all peoples of the earth” might know the Name of the Lord
(1 Ki 8:41-43). Missionary prayer meetings must be the top
priority activity of any church. Very few show up for a
missionary prayer meeting if it is conducted midweek. Why
not convert alternate Sunday Services into missionary prayer
meetings ? Dear pastors, don’t say that you cannot change
your people like that. If we cannot change the church, why
talk about changing the country ?

A church which does not evangelize will fossilize, observed
Dr. Oswald J. Smith. Let’s not be boasting of our buildings.
God won’t let them remain even as monuments. “As Jesus
went out of the temple, one of His disciples said to Him,
‘Teacher, see what manner of stones and what buildings are
here!’ And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Do you see
these great buildings? Not one stone shall be left upon
another, that shall not be thrown down” (Mk 13:1,2). This is
what literally happened in AD 70 when the Romans
destroyed the temple. Beware !

There is another lesson of fundamental importance in this
incident. The dove-sellers and moneychangers had their so-
called “religious” reasons for carrying out their business in the
temple premises. The doves were sold to people for offering
sacrifices according to Mosaic law. And worshippers had to
exchange the Greek and Roman coins for paying temple tax.
But still Jesus protested against those activities violently. Why ?

Religion should never be commercialized. Preachers and evan-
gelists “who suppose that godliness is a means to financial
gain” must either be put off or withdrawn from (1 Tim 6:5).
While sending forth His disciples as missionary evangelists
Jesus warned them against attaching any price tag to their
ministry. “Freely you have received , freely give” (Mt 10:8).

4. THE FRUITLESS TREE

“Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was
hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the road, He came to it and
found nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, ‘Let no fruit grow
on you ever again.’ And immediately the fig tree withered
away” (Mt 21:18,19).

A fruitless Christian is a self-contradiction. Fruitfulness
means reproduction or multiplication. We are saved to save
others, blessed to bless others. Jesus says, “I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit” (Jn 15:16).
Let’s not forget our basic calling which is to fish men for
Christ (Mt 4:19). Fruit-bearing, is not an option but an
obligation. Fruitlessness may be due to laziness, but it’s
actually called “wickedness” (Mt 25:26).

At that time of the year when Jesus approached the fig tree,
edible figs were still about six weeks away, but the bland fruit
must have been there (Mk 11:13). If leaves alone appeared,
without the early figs, that tree would bear no figs that year.
Jesus cursed the tree because of its pretence. Oftentimes we
deceive ourselves by exaggerated or generalised statements
about what we do for the extension of God’s Kingdom. The
day of reckoning is near. Like the five-talented and two-
talented men, we must be able to submit a factual account of
what we did with the spiritual, physical and material blessings
the Lord has bestowed upon us (Mt 25:20,22). “From everyone
who has been given much, much will be demanded” (Lk 12:48).
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In this incident the Lord cursed the tree instantly. But in the
parable of a fig tree He narrated elsewhere, a grace time of
one year was given after three years of fruitlessness (Lk
13:6-9). May be this is your fourth and final year ! Invest your
time and talent for the winning of souls. Obey your missionary
call without further delay. Give up your small ambitions of this
life for eternal reasons. Involve yourself in personal soulwinning
and neighbourhood evangelism. If you are still indifferent, the
tree may be cut off or the vineyard given to prospective
vinedressers (Mt 21:40,41).

5. THE SACRIFICIAL WOMEN

The gospel writers narrate two incidents of sacrificial giving
which happened on Tuesday, that is two days before the
Passover (Mt 26:2). Both the offerers were women. One was
the poor widow who parted with her last two coins (Mk 12;41-
44; Lk 21:14). The other was the woman who poured out her
costly perfume on Jesus (Mt 26:6-13; Mk 14:3-9). The Lord
appreciated both these acts profoundly.

There’s a deathless lesson here. Both these women valued
God more than their future. The widow had been already living
in poverty. But she gave away “all that she had, her whole
livelihood.” She trusted God totally for her future, by giving
hers totally, not just tithing! As far as the perfume was
concerned, it was worth a year of a common labourer’s wages.
This had probably been kept in her family as an heirloom or as
a gift for her bridegroom. Once the sealed flask was broken,
its contents could be used with their full freshness only once.
But her Lord was more precious to her than her future. It is
thrillingly interesting that the Lord linked her act to world
evangelism. “Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is
preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will
also be told as a memorial to her” (Mt. 26:23).

Anyone who is genuinely interested in world evangelism
must come out of the Old Testament mentality of tithing. The

Law was just our “tutor” to bring us to Christ (Gal 3:24,25).
The analogy is to Greek tutors who escorted children to school,
protected them from distraction and brought them back home
safe! When will we pass out of this elementary level into
adulthood and maturity?

Sadly, on the same day, immediately after Jesus was
anointed by the woman, Judas Iscariot went to the chief
priests and sold his Master for thirty pieces of silver (Mt
26:13-16; Mk 14:9-11). To the woman her Lord was more
delightsome than one year earnings ; but to Judas one month
wages was more desirable than his Lord. Which category
do you belong to? Get serious!

6. THE FEARLESS WITNESS

Pilate said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered,
“You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born,
and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should
bear witness to the truth” (Jn 18:37).

What a contrast between Jesus and the disciples ! When
a great multitude of people with swords and clubs, led by
the betrayer, came to take Jesus, “all the disciples forsook
Him and fled.” One young man even left his clothes and
fled away naked! (Mt 26:56; Mk 14:50-52). But Jesus stood
like a lion and declared thrice, “I am He!” (Jn 18:4-8).
Peter denied, swore against and cursed Jesus. What was
the secret of Christ’s fearlessness? He had prepared Him-
self well in prayer. He had strengthened His willing spirit to
overcome the weak flesh (Mt 26:41). This is where the
disciples failed. Instead of praying, they were sleeping and
snoring. The knee-failure is the underlying cause of our weak-
ness in witnessing The early church did not buckle under any
threat because they did not neglect “the hour of prayer” (Acts
3:1). Even a daring apostle like Paul repeatedly requested the
prayer of God’s people for “boldness” (Eph 6:19).
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Another secret of Jesus’ boldness was the anointing of the
Spirit that was upon Him. Missionary work and evangelistic
outreach are direct confrontations with the power of Satan. It’s
neither by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of the Lord of
Hosts that we can bang and break open the “gates of hades”
to release the captives (Lk 4:17-21). It’s foolish to fight a
spiritual battle with our intellectual brilliance, oratorical skill,
technological expertise, social status, financial power or
institutional strength.

While encouraging young Timothy to fight for the faith
relentlessly and proclaim the gospel dauntlessly, apostle
Paul reminded him of “Christ Jesus who witnessed the good
confession before Pontius Pilate” (1 Tim 6:12,13). Jesus
was ready to die and therefore He had nothing to fear. He
set the standard for His followers: “He who loses his life
for My sake will find it !” (Mt 10:32-39).

7. THE DYING THIEF

“One of the criminals who were hanged blasphemed
Him... But the other said to Jesus, ‘Lord, remember me
when You come into Your kingdom.’ And Jesus said to him,
Assuredly, I say to you today you will be with Me in
Paradise” (Lk 23:39-43).

Though large crowds were flocking Him to hear Him and to
be healed of Him, Jesus never lost touch with individuals and
their needs. He was never too busy for a Nicodemus or
Zaccheaus. He was more concerned about the one lost sheep
than the ninetynine safe ones. Each Christian, whether a
fulltimer or non-fulltimer in God’s work, must be a “personal”
soulwinner all his life. Any time is soulwinning time. Anyone is
a soul. This is what Jesus established by winning the thief on
the cross.

We are wasting too much of time, money and energy in
mass crusades, not understanding the limitless possibilities of

personal evangelism. If each one of a 100 member congrega-
tion would reach one other person in a month, bring him to
Christ and make him also a soulwinner, the membership would
increase to 200 next month. Let's start working from January.
By February it is 200, by March 400, April 800, May 1600,
June 3200, July 6400, August 12800, September 25600,
October 51200, November 102400, and by December the
membership would have swelled up to 204800! Even if you
allow for 50% backsliding, we would be still left with 100000 !
Think of such a church growth, without any auditorium rent,
wall-poster cost, star-hotel expenses, etc. etc. Public cru-
sades may be banned by the government, but who can stop
personal soulwinning ?

Missionary evangelist T. L. Osborn calls the restoration of
the art of personal soulwinning as the rediscovery of the New
Testament Christianity. This is the ultimate revival we are
longing for. If each one of us would commit to communicate
the Message of the Cross with the lost, the crucified Saviour
“shall see the travail of His soul, and be satisfied!” (Isa 53:11).
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Undeniably we are in the midst of the endtime harvest of
souls for the Kingdom of God. People are turning to Christ in
numbers larger than ever before. This is in confirmation with
the Biblical prophecy that the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in
the last days will result in an unprecedented ingathering of
souls (Acts 2:16,17,21).

But the sobering fact is that the growth of Christianity is not
keeping pace with global population growth. In spite of the
acceleration of evangelistic efforts by churches and missions,
there is a decrease in the percentage of Christian growth
against the population growth during these two decades. Ac-
cording to the Christian Research  Association of London, the
Christian growth as percentage of population growth in 1980-
1985 was 31, in 1986-1990 it was 27, in 1991-1995 it was 23
and 1996-2000 it is 21. This must not discourage us but
challenge us to examine ourselves and our ministries lest we
succumb to a complacent satisfaction.

As a mission leader, my study of the Scriptures alongwith a
firsthand knowledge of various mission field situations in India
has given me atleast ten reasons why the harvest in general is
not as expected. Because the Hebrew people were essentially
a farming community, God used agricultural metaphors to drive
home truths concerning the expansion of His Kingdom. Here
are the reasons for a poor harvest—

1. DEFECTIVE SEED

We will reap what we sow. The quality of seeds decides
the nature of the harvest. Interpreting the parable of the
sower the Lord Jesus said, “The seed is the Word of God”
(Lk 8:11). The Gospel content in most of today’s evangelistic
preaching is deplorably low. Narration of stor ies and
personal experiences takes precedence over the preaching
of the pure Gospel. Foreseeing the trend that folks would
“turn their ears away from the truth and be turned aside to
fables,” Apostle Paul charged the young preacher Timothy
to preach “the Word!” (2 Tim 4:2,4).

The Gospel message is adulterated and diluted according to
the consumer demand. In many citywide evangelistic crusades,
the people are simply entertained rather than evangelized. The
prosperity gospel invented by materialistic countries has brought
forth more Ishmaels than Isaacs into the Church. It’s impossible
for a pulpit  evangelist to preach the pure gospel when his mind
is on his projects and people’s purses (2 Pet 2:14b,15).

Missionaries very often are intimidated by fear when they
go to preach the gospel in a hostile atmosphere. There is yet
another strange situation when one hesitates to preach the
gospel as it is. In a tribal village we were warmly received by
the village headman. On entry when we told him and the other
elders that we had gone there to tell them about God, the
temple priest organised a gathering for us right in front of the
idol and got us seated on the temple dais. He also gave us the
musical instruments for our singing. I was asked to speak and
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strangely my throat choked. I didn’t want to offend our idol-
worshipping hosts by saying that Christ was the only way to
God! Here was the fear of displeasing men (Gal 1:9,10). Many
an evangelist faces a similar situation when non-christian
dignitaries are seated near the crusade pulpit. No wonder that
even a giant preacher like Paul pleaded with God’s people to
pray for him that he might open his mouth “boldly” to proclaim
the gospel (Eph 6:19). All I could say that evening in that
village was “Jesus loves you!” and “Jesus blesses you!” This
is NOT the gospel !

2. BAD SOIL

Though it is absolutely essential that the seed be good, that
alone does not guarantee a good harvest. The type of soil plays
a vital role. Jesus listed six kinds of soil in the parable of the
sower — the wayside soil, the rocky soil, the thorny bushy soil,
the thirtyfold yield soil, the sixtyfold yield soil and the hundred-
fold yield soil (Mt 13:3-8).

Though we must be optimistic in our evangelistic endeav-
ours, we should come to terms with the ground reality. We
need not be frustrated if we don’t see positive results
everywhere. I come from a village in South Tamilnadu
which was named Nazareth by the early missionaries be-
cause the entire village embraced the gospel message. But
the very next village namely Alwarthirunagari is under
Hindu dominance until this day !

The Church is also late. The agents of Satan have gone
even to the remotest places before a Christian missionary could
step in there. The first resistance to the gospel usually comes
from magicians and sorcerers. The very first encounter of the
first batch of missionaries in the early church was with a
sorcerer (Acts 13:4-8). Missionary Paul interprets this condi-
tion as, “the god of this age has blinded the minds of those who
do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ
should shine on them” (2 Cor 4:3,4). We must earnestly pray

that the Lord would “open” the hearts of Lydias in the field
(Acts 16:14). It is repeatedly observed in mission fields that
women and children are the first respondents. Several
congregations have been raised as a direct result of ministry
to children.

While praying over the condition of the soil, there are a
couple of promises we can claim. Zechariah 4:3, “Who are you,
O great mountain ? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a
plain.” Jeremiah 23:29, “Is not My word like a fire? says the
Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”

3. LIMITED SOWING

One of the commonsense principles of harvest is stated by
Paul in 2 Cor 9:6, “He who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bounti-
fully.” A vital secret of the rich harvest of souls in the ministry
of the early believers was that they had gone out and preached
“everywhere” (Mk 16:20).

As far as missionary evangelism in India is concerned, my
conviction is that we have not sown enough. I can think of
atleast three reasons for this failure.

Passivism : The vast majority of Christians is still not
involved in evangelism. The whole church must take the
whole gospel to the whole world. Even among those who
commit themselves to the task, the level of enthusiasm is
rather low. Unless we are constantly excited about soulwinning,
we can’t accomplish much. Active soulwinners testify how
the Word of God in their hearts is like a burning fire shut up
in their bones. Even difficult and threatening situations
cannot quieten them (Jer 20:9).

Pessimism: Negativism paralyses the “beautiful feet” from
running everywhere with the glad tidings. We must do our best
and leave the results in the hands of God. If we know
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everything, there’s no exercise for faith. The supernatural
element in the harvest of souls is splendidly illustrated by the
wise Preacher : “Give a serving to seven, and also to eight, for
you DO NOT KNOW what evil will be on the earth... As you DO

NOT KNOW what is the way of the wind, or how the bones
grow in the womb, so you DO NOT KNOW the works of God
who makes all things. In the morning sow your seed, and in the
evening do not withhold your hand; for you DO NOT KNOW

which will prosper, either this or that, or whether both alike will
be good” (Eccl 11:2,5,6).

Prejudice: Jonah refused to go to Nineveh because of his
national prejudice. Peter hesitated to go to the house of
Cornelius because of his racial pride. When we become choosy
in our evangelistic outreach fields, sowing of the gospel seed is
limited and thus many a potential harvest is lost.

4. IMPROPER METHODS

Our message is the same for all the peoples, but we must
change our methods to suit their condition and culture. Apostle
Paul was a missionary par excellence. When he addressed
Jewish congregations he frequently referred to their Old
Testament Scriptures. On the other hand, for example, when
he spoke to the Athenian crowd of idol-worshippers, he picked
up an inscription from their temple for his sermon text (Acts
17:22,23). For the same seed, farmers change their methods of
cultivation according to soil and climatic conditions.

We once lost a people group because the missionaries
insisted the women on breaking of bangles before they
could be baptized. These orthodox Pentecostal workers
were not sensitive to the custom prevailing in that area that
women would remove bangles only when their husbands
died. We must learn to differentiate between customs which
are cultural and religious. It is here we need to exercise the
gifts of the Word of Wisdom, the Word of Knowledge and
the Discernment of Spirits (1 Cor 12:9,10).

People love their mother culture as much as their mother
tongue. The Jerusalem Council is a classic example for cultural
sensitivity while proclaiming the gospel in pioneer evangelism
(Acts 15). Amidst heated discussion, Apostle James operated
the gifts of Wisdom and Knowledge and concluded, “I judge
that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who
are turning to God” (v 19). The result was joy and encourage-
ment to the new believers (v 31).

5. MONSOON FAILURE

Picking up good seed, ploughing of the soil, enthusiastic
labour and employing of suitable methods of cultivation are all
the human side in farm work. All these will go vain if God does
not open up the heavens and pour out the rain. “Not by might
nor by power, but by My Spirit,” is the word of the Lord to us
in the harvest of souls (Zech 4:6).

Isaiah discerned that the land would produce only thorns and
briers “until the Spirit is poured on us from on High” (Isa
32:13,15). Prophet Hosea called God’s people to their knees in
order that God might open the windows of heaven. “Sow for
yourselves righteousness; reap fruits of mercy, and break up
your unploughed ground; for it is time to seek the Lord until He
comes and rains righteousness on you” (Hos 10:12).

Evangelism is actually an outflow of revival among God’s
people. That’s why Evan Roberts of Welsh Revival prayed,
“Lord, bend the Church and bless the world!” 2 Chronicles
7:14 states in unequivocal terms that it is the Church that holds
the key to national prosperity. There shall be showers of
blessing first on God’s people up on His hill and then on those
“all around” it ! (Ezek 34:26). As Revivalist Leonard Ravenhill
often said, “A sick Church cannot save a dying world!” It’s
therefore imperative that we don’t neglect revival labours
amidst evangelistic endeavours. Both must go hand in hand.
What it normally takes 40 years by ordinary work can be



accomplished in 40 days during revivaltime. It’s the differ-
ence between “watering by foot” and “outpouring from
heaven” (Dt 11:10-12).

6. INSUFFICIENT WATERING

Rain water to the crop is what mother’s milk is to babies.
But regular watering is a normal necessity. This refers to
systematic follow-up. Paul testified, “I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the increase” (1 Cor 3:6). Planting
and harvesting may be exciting, but watering is a quiet
routine and sometimes boring. But its importance cannot be
overemphasized.

Following their first missionary journey, Paul told Barnabas,
“Let us now go back and visit our brothers in every city
where we have preached the Word of the Lord and see how
they are doing” (Acts 15:36). Here we see a shepherd’s
heart. In the modern missions context, we cannot afford to
send a team of missionaries exclusively for sowing and
another batch for watering. Missionaries have to be both
fishers and shepherds atleast during the initial phase. While
challenging His disciples about the plentifulness of the
harvest, Jesus called for “shepherds” to care for the weary
and scattered sheeplike multitudes (Mt 9:36-38). He com-
pared those who go after lost souls to a “shepherd” seeking
his lost sheep (Lk 15:4-7).

When missionary organizations fix up targets for their
workers, the pressure of reaching “new” villages leaves the
missionaries with little time for follow-up activities. Insuffi-
ciency of workers is another reason. Backsliding is common
even in Christian communities where the people have the
opportunity to hear God’s Word and fellowship with other
believers every Sunday and in midweek programmes. Think
of the new contacts in virgin soils !

7. WEED GROWTH

Following the parable of the sower Jesus put forth
another agricultural parable to explain the Kingdom : “The
Kingdom of Heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in
his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and sowed
tares among the wheat and went his way” (Mt 13:24,25).
The devil is equally, if not more, active during seasons of
aggressive evangelism. Being aware that he has very little
time left, the devil goes all out to somehow spoil the
harvest. His counter-activities may take various forms like
reviving of anti-christian forces, spreading false philoso-
phies, performing signs and wonders in the opposite camp
and so on. These things leave the enthusiastic enquirers and
baby believers bewildered. Pray for the new believers to
stand firm in faith and for a mighty manifestation of God’s
power to swallow the “serpents of the Egyptian magicians.”

God blessed Paul with the salvation of many souls hon-
ouring his three month labour in the city of Ephesus. Then
weeds began to grow. Some of those who did not believe
got hardened in their hearts and they started speaking
against the gospel message. This obviously shook up the
new believers. In order to preserve the fruits of his labour
of “three months,” Paul had to spend “two years” in the city
reasoning with the  disciples “daily !” (Acts 19:8-10).

The fields being so vast and the workers so few, several
new congregations can be visited only once a month. This
gives the enemy a thoroughfare with no one to protect the
sheep continuously. The enemy sows tares when the labour-
ers are asleep or away.

8. INSECTS INVASION

Invasion of insects just about the time of harvest can be
most disheartening. But I believe that God does allow this
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disaster in order to deal with our pride of accomplishment
and exaggeration in reporting the mission field news. He
calls the crawling locusts, the consuming locusts and the
chewing locusts as “MY great army which I sent among
you !” (Joel 2:25).

God punishes impure motives. When reporting to the sup-
porters becomes our priority in missionary work, Christ who
shed His own blood for the salvation of souls weeps. Organi-
sational structures are simply a scaffolding for building the
Kingdom of God. Promotion of an organisation must not top our
agenda. Otherwise we will be building empires for ourselves.
A simple reporting system to get Christians rejoice with the
harvest news and pray for the needs and challenges of the
field is alright. But God will judge exaggerations and cook-
ing up which leave false impressions. Pray for honesty
among the field workers and promotional staff.

9. LABOUR PROBLEMS

God’s method for His Kingdom expansion is always man.
“Whom shall I send ? Who will go for us ?” Paul wrote to the
Corinthian believers, “We are God’s fellow workers; you are
God’s field, you are God’s building” (1 Cor 3:9). In the context
of missionary evangelism we can think of atleast three major
problems concerning the workforce.

Inefficiency:  The Church usually retains the best among its
ministers for local ministry but releases only the less efficient
ones for frontier evangelism. This is not the apostolic pattern.
As we trace the history, Paul and Barnabas were quite pre-
cious ministers in the local church at Antioch. But the fellow-
ministers gladly sent them away in obedience to the Holy Spirit
for pioneer ministry (Acts 13:1-4). We forget that in God’s
order, apostles (= missionaries) come FIRST (1 Cor 12:28).
Eventhough no ministry is superior or inferior to the other, the
popular idea of the supremacy of pastoral ministry over mis-
sionary work is utterly unscriptural.

Disunity: In all my missionary travels I have hardly come
across a mission field without relationship problems among the
workers. Lack of understanding of the diversities of gifts is one
reason. God delights to see both he who sows and he who
reaps “rejoice together” (Jn 4:36-38). The very first team of
missionaries split on the petty issue of whether or not they
could continue to keep John Mark an assistant (Acts 15:36-41).
We Christians are yet to learn the power of unity. If one horse
can pull 2 tons, two horses can pull 23 tons!

Laziness : Not all field workers are able to maintain the
initial level of enthusiasm throughout. Several missionaries
slow down in their midlife. Reasoning replaces faith and
they give all sorts of excuses. “He who observes the wind
will not sow, and he who regards the clouds will not reap”
(Eccl 11:4). “He who sleeps in harvest is a son who causes
shame” (Prov 10:5). When missionaries work less, they talk
more. “In all labour there is profit, but idle chatter leads
only to poverty” (Prov 14:23).

10. IMPATIENT ACTS

In this age of instant everything, we are discouraged if we
don’t see instant results in the field of evangelism. We forget
that we have to wait for “many days” to see the fruit of our
labour (Eccl 11:1). “See how the farmer waits for the precious
fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the
early and latter rain. You also be patient” (Js 5:7).

When missionaries are pressurised by targets set by their
organisations, high expectations of the supporting congrega-
tions, and comparison with responsive fields, they tend to
baptize the unrepentant to boost the figures. It will result in
Ishmaels outnumbering Isaacs in the new congregations. We
have had enough with nominalism in the Church.

Science cannot shorten gestation. Eventhough the concep-
tion of Jesus was supernatural, the intra-uterine period was still
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One of the oft-repeated names of God in the Old Testament
is “the Lord of Hosts” or “the Lord of Armies.” On several
occasions we have studied about Him from this perspective.
Let’s now briefly look at His “Armies.”

We in the Blessing Youth Mission are committed to a
ministry of reviving the existing churches and planting new
churches in virgin soils. In other words, as partners with God
we are building His Kingdom. Building and battling always go
together (Mt 16:18; Neh 4:17). It took the people of Israel only
52 days to rebuild the wall but they became discouraged
halfway, and Nehemiah had to review their vision (Neh 4:19,20).
Similarly in the course of the building of the temple “the Lord
of the Armies” encouraged Zerubbabel saying, “Not by might
nor by power, but by My Spirit... The hands of Zerubbabel
have laid the foundation of this temple; his hands shall also
finish it”   (Zech 4:6,9).

The Blessing Youth Mission is an army of dedicated men
and women committed to the task of reviving the Christians

forty weeks ! There’s nothing wrong in making our evangelistic
methods scientific. But this cannot accelerate God’s eternal
ways. Away with the instant harvest mentality in God’s work.

To the fields on knees !

The reasons for poor harvest listed here are meant to give
fuel for missionary praying. You may stretch your imagination
further on these lines to make your intercession on behalf of
the missionaries more and more meaningful. Here’s an oppor-
tunity for you to go to the mission fields on your knees !

8

THE

ARMIES OF THE LORD

(A talk given by the author to the missionaries
of Blessing Youth Mission in 1998)
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and reaching the non-Christians. Lest we get discouraged or
distracted, let’s redefine our basics and strengthen our strategies.
Let’s consider twelve aspects of our army.

1. Our Commander: CHRIST

Our life and ministry must be characterised by obedience to
the Lord. Obedience should be personal as well as corporate.
Obedience is better than sacrifice (1 Sam 15:22). Doing the
will of God is more important than doing the work of God (Mt
7:21-23). It is possible to be involved in the work of God for
our own job satisfaction rather than satisfying His eternal
longings. Only to the extent of our submission to the lordship of
Christ can we exercise authority over Satan. The devil will
outstrip pseudo disciples (Acts 19:13-16). He who fears God
will fear no man. He will be bold like lion (Prov 28:1). Any
area in our life that’s not brought under the lordship of Christ
becomes an advantageous foothold for the devil (Js 4:7; Eph
4:27). Blind obedience to our Commander assures safety and
victory because He is infallible and all-wise.

2. Our Flag : LOVE

The Lord’s flag over us is love (SS 2:4). In the absence of
the breeze of love, there will be suffocation. Oneness was the
secret of Pentecost and the phenomenal growth of the early
Church. United we stand; divided we fall. The prayer of
Christ and the plea of His apostles is for the oneness of
believers (Jn 17:21,23; Phil 2:1,2). Most of the relationship
problems result from selfishness and hypocrisy. The oldest
message for today is that God is love and he who loves God
must love others also. Uniformity is not unity. Let’s bury our
differences and finish the job. A nation is represented by its
flag. The world will know we are Christians by our love (Jn
13:34,35). In the battlefront the soldiers cannot afford to be
indifferent toward each other.

3.  Our Music: WORSHIP

Godly kings lined up worshippers before warriors while
marching against the enemy (2 Chron 20:21). When we
enthrone the Lord the enemy is dethroned. There’s no
obstacle that’s too much for shouts of praise (Josh 6:5). The
Father first seeks for worshippers before recruiting workers
(Jn 4:23,35). Praise is an acknowledgement of pre-assured
victory. It inspires us to be positive and optimistic. The very
shout of the messenger of beautiful feet is, “Your God
reigns !” (Isa 52:7; Rom 10:15). The task before us is
mountainous but let’s not substitute work for worship. It’s
by shouts of praise that the mountain becomes a plain (Zech
4:7). Majesty ! Worship His Majesty !... His anthem raise!

4. Our Discipline: HOLINESS

Integrity, honesty and sincerity are becoming rare in
Christian ministries. Hypocrisy, humbug and corruption are
commonplace. The Lord is wounded in the house of His
friends (Zech 13:6). Let’s restore holiness as our watch-
word. Let “Holiness to the Lord” be engraved on the
kitchen pots (domestic life), the altar vessels (church life)
and the bells of the horses (ministerial life) (Zech 14:20,21).
We received our missionary call amidst the shouts of “Holy,
Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts” (Isa 6:3,8). The devil can
counterfeit miracles but he cannot duplicate holy people. “A
holy man is an awful weapon in the hands of God,” thun-
dered a saint of old. Without holiness our lives are like rifles
without bullets and swords without sharp edge.

5. Our Supply: GOD

As the ministry grows, our financial needs are multiplied.
We are grateful to the thousands of Christians who contribute
regularly and liberally for the work. But we must remember
that they are only the channels and God alone is the Source.
Looking above for every need, small or great, is a fundamental

‘’ “”—
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lesson in God’s work. “My help comes from the Lord who
made heaven and earth” (Psa 121:2). “My God shall supply all
your need,” assured Paul (Phil 4:19). Failing to look to God for
our needs will lead us to business tactics in fund-raising. If He
allows dry seasons, they will be for our learning. Is it not the
Government’s responsibility to supply the needs of its soldiers ?
Can we not trust our Captain ?

6. Our Weapon: BIBLE

Of the six weapons listed in Ephesians 6:14-17, the only one
meant for offence is “the Sword of the Spirit which is the Word
of God.” The enemy will have no gainsaying against the
Scriptures (Mt 4:3-11). Soldiers must eat well and stay strong
and healthy. The Word of God is our daily manna. Nothing
should crowd out personal Bible meditation from our schedule.
All our ministerial methods must be deeply rooted in Biblical
principles. Otherwise they cannot stand the storm and the
floods (Mt 7:24-27). We dare not go against or beyond the
Scriptures. It is not how much we do but how we do, that
is important. In our enthusiasm to produce results, let’s not
learn Philistine methods. The sharp double edge of the Word
of God must be allowed to penetrate our inner being to
thoroughly cleanse us and trim us (Heb 4:12).

7. Our Strength: HOLY SPIRIT

Witnessing in the power of the Holy Spirit is what is
enshrined in the emblem of Blessing Youth Mission. Acts 1:8
is a basic theme verse of our ministry. We must guard
ourselves against the foolishness of ending up by the flesh
what was begun in the Spirit (Gal 3:3). As much as we
longed to be baptized with the Holy Spirit in the first
instance, so diligent should we be to stay filled with the
Spirit (Eph 5:18). The supernatural must be natural in God’s
work. The prayer of the early Christians for signs and
wonders and miracles is our pattern (Acts 4:24-31). The

gifts of the Spirit must be emphasized and exercised. They
are not a luxury but a necessity. In all our meetings and
programmes, the Holy Spirit must be given absolute freedom
to move us. Nothing that grieves or quenches the Spirit
should be tolerated. With the Spirit we are a militant army;
without Him we are just dry bones (Ezek 37:1,2,9,10).

8. Our Strategy : GUIDANCE

A battalian will have several troops. All troops will not have
the same function. Each troop is responsible for what is
specifically assigned to it by the commander. Unfortunately
this principle is largely forgotten by ministries these days.
Everyone tries to do everything. Apostle Paul’s  ministry
began with the question: “Lord, what do you want ME to
do?” (Acts 9:6). There’s a course and boundary set for
each ministry. We must not cross tracks or limits (Rom
12:3; Joel 2:7,8). Past experience and our knowledge can be
a guide to us but they cannot become our guidance. We
must wait before the Lord unhurriedly in prayer to know His
mind and receive orders. David inquired of the Lord before
going for wars (1 Sam 23:2,4; 30:8; 2 Sam 2:1; 5:19,23). Our
ministry has no future if the leaders don’t receive guidance.

9. Our Protection: FAITH

As we target to save souls from the clutches of Satan, he
targets to destroy us. Unless we take “the shield of faith above
all,” we will succomb to the fiery darts of wicked forces (Eph
6:16). Our faith that Jesus is the Son of God—who died for us,
rose again and seated in the right hand of God for us—is the
victory that overcomes the world (1 Jn 5:4,5). Against all
threatening situations let’s confess, “If God be for us, who can
be against us ?” (Rom 8:31). No power above, below or on the
earth can separate us from the love of Christ. We are more
than conquerors in all things thro’ Him (Rom 8:37-39). The
Lord is our refuge and fortress. However no war is without



casualties. “The blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church.”
Persecution has always promoted the growth of the Church.
One grain sown on the earth produces many.

10. Our Enemy : SATAN

The statement that our enemy is Satan may look so obvious,
but many times we forget it and fight fellow Christians and
ministers! Just like we have “one” Lord we have “one” enemy.
That’s an unifying factor, in fact. Secondly, we must not
underestimate Satan who has millennia of experience in deceiv-
ing men and women, even the very elect. Jesus repeatedly
warned His disciples to watch. The devil attacks us at the
most unexpected hour from the most unexpected quarters.
We need each other, especially shepherding leaders, lest we
become a prey to ravenous wolves (Eccl 4:12; Heb 13:17).
Finally we must guard ourselves from worldliness which is
enmity against God (Jas 4:4). Beware of the love of money
which is a prime weapon in the hands of Satan to fell even
the mighty among God’s people!

11. Our Allies : OTHER MINISTRIES

Partnership in mission should be more than mere talk in
conferences. One is called to sow and the other to reap.
Because the gains go to the common barn, both the sower and
the reaper rejoice together (Jn 4:36-38). Paul the planter and
Apollos the waterman can accomplish nothing unless God gives
the increase (1 Cor 3:6). Since no single church or group has
all the truth, we need to learn from each other. Each ministry
has its strengths and weaknesses. Joab set himself against the
Syrians, and his brother Abishai against the Ammonites. He
told Abishai, “If the Syrians are too strong for me, then you
shall help me; but if the people of Ammon are too strong for
you, then I will help you” (1 Chron 19:10-13). The challenges
in India for evangelism are too much for any ministry to face
up alone. Partnership also avoids duplication and overlapping.

12. Our Goal: GOD’S KINGDOM

There’s so much of personal empire-building in the Name of
Christ. God knows whether our motives in the ministry are pure
and free from personal ambitions. “Seek first the Kingdom of
God,” taught Jesus (Mt 6:33). Let’s  forsake the lower motives.
Let’s attempt great things for God — not for ourselves. The
following questions about whatever we do will keep us rightly
focussed on our goal. Does this violate any Kingdom principle?
Does this profit the Kingdom? Does this establish the Kingdom
truth? Does this offend any Kingdom citizen? Will I finally be
greeted by the King’s “Well Done ?” There’s  a petition as well
as praise in the Lord’s  prayer concerning the Kingdom: “Thy
Kingdom come!... Thine is the Kingdom!” The Armies of the
Lord do not rest until all the kingdoms become the Lord’s !
Let’s  stay faithful till the end. We shall reign with Him.

Stand up, stand up for Jesus
Ye soldiers of the cross;
Lift high His royal banner;
It must not suffer loss.
From vict’ry unto vict’ry
His army shall He lead
Till every foe is vanquished
And Christ is Lord indeed !
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9

BLESSED
ARE THE

PERSECUTED!

Persecution is no novelty. Martyrdom came into the
world early; the first man that died died for religion!
According to the International Bulletin of Missionary
Research,  an estimated 1,60,000 Christians have been
martyred in 1997. This has happened mostly in the 10/40
window, that is, in the nations between the latitude of 10
degrees and 40 degrees. Ninetyseven percent of all unreached
peoples live here. Many of these nations are closed to the
Gospel.  Afghanisthan,  Bangladesh,  China, Iraq, Laos,
Morocco, North Korea, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
UAE and Vietnam are among them.

Though there is religious freedom in India to practise,
preach and propagate one’s religion, the recent happenings in
this subcontinent show beyond doubt that there’s widespread
opposition and intolerance to the gospel of Christ. It’s sad that
a section of our countrymen has forgotten what the light of the
message of Christ has done for the enlightenment of our people
and the development of our nation. Dr. Rajendra Prasad the

first President of India observed, “Christian missionaries have
worked among the tribals and at great sacrifice have spread
education and generally helped in effecting improvement in
their living conditions.”

The common reasons for persecution are four. 1. Religious
reason s: The fundamentalist groups of other religions resist
the spread of the gospel. They attack Christians who proclaim
that Christ is the only way for eternal salvation and persuade
people to believe on Him. The severe persecution of the Bible
believers by the Roman Catholic Church during the time of
Reformation also falls under this head. 2. Political reasons :
The Christian action at times is interpreted as treason or
disloyalty. This situation arises when Christians resist a civil
law which goes against their conscience and Biblical princi-
ples. The refusal of the Hebrew midwives to kill male babies,
and that of Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah to worship the
golden image are examples. 3. Racial reasons : Hitler ’s
antisemitic feeling led him to kill Jews in thousands. 4.
Ideological reasons : Down through history totalitarian
regimes found their philosophy opposed to Christian faith.
Communism is one example.

Persecution is not a surprise to God. It must not be a
surprise to us either. When women mourned and lamented
Jesus as He was carrying the cross to Golgotha, He turned to
them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me,
but weep for yourselves and for your children... For if they do
these things in the green wood, what will be done in the dry ?”
(Lk 23:26-31). Earlier Jesus had told His disciples, “If the
world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated
you... Remember the word that I said to you : A servant is not
greater than his master. If they persecuted Me, they will also
persecute you” (Jn 15:18,20). After writing to Timothy how he
endured persecutions, Paul conclusively stated, “ALL who
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus WILL suffer persecution”
(2 Tim 3:10-12). He also predicted that things would grow
“worse and worse” (v 13). We must be surprised only if we
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are NOT persecuted! John Flavel asked, “Who more inno-
cent than Christ ? And who more persecuted? The world is
the world still !”

Basically we should never forget that God is sovereign.
Christ is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Nothing
happens to His people without His knowledge and permission.
The very hairs of our head are all numbered (Mt 10:30). We
are inscribed on the palm of God’s hands (Isa 49:16). All
things—seemingly good or bad—work together for good for
those who love God (Rom 8:28). The evil that’s designed
against us will be turned to our good by the Almighty. God
allows persecution for two lofty purposes : one for the Church
and the other for the world.

1. PURIFICATION OF THE CHURCH

Following the birth of the Church on the Day of Pentecost,
only the saved men and women were added to the Church
(Acts 2:47 b). But in course of time people embraced Christi-
anity for various reasons. The awful result is that the unsaved
outnumber the saved in many Christian congregations today.

Satan attacks the Church in two ways—one from without as
a foe and the other from within as a friend. He keeps reversing
his tactics. The second method is more harmful than the first.
When Emperor Constantine made Christianity the official reli-
gion of Rome, he married the Church to the State. Many
became Christians not out of conviction but out of conven-
ience. Nominalism and formalism became inevitable. If a
terrorist gang with arms enters one of our Sunday services and
declares that all those who would say that Christ is the only
way to Heaven would be shot dead—really—how many would
be bold enough to stand firm for their faith? Persecution is
God’s challenge to the nominal and backslidden Christians,
“How long will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord
is God, follow Him; but if Baal, then follow him!” (1 Ki 18:21).
The Church is weakened by the increase of members who
believe that all roads lead to Rome.

Christ is all out to sanctify and cleanse His bridal Church
that “He might present her to Himself a glorious Church, not
having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it should be
holy and without blemish” (Eph 5:25-27). The fires of persecu-
tion purify our faith which is much more precious than gold (1
Pet 1:6,7). John the Baptist illustratively explained one of the
ministries of Christ like this : “His winnowing fan is in His
hand, and He will thoroughly purge His threshing floor, and
gather His wheat into the barn ; but He will burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire” (Mt 3:12).

Church history attests to the fact that God’s people grow
strong in prayer, worship and Bible meditation during and
following times of persecution. The lukewarm Church is alerted
with Christ’s words : “As many as I love, I rebuke and
discipline. Therefore be zealous and repent” (Rev 3:19).

Disunity among Christians is an appalling scandal. It is
when storms of persecution blow vehemently against the
Church, her ministers and members realize that they are not
the enemies of each other but the real enemies are the
opposers of her Lord and His cause. To the seven oneness
factors of Ephesians 4:4-6 like “one Lord” and “one Fa-
ther,” she adds “one Enemy !” Here breaks forth another
challenge why she should stand united before the world
inspite of her petty differences in doctrine and deeds.

The burning of Church buildings in the State of Gujarat in
1999 brings to our mind the passionate prayer of Psalm 74.
“O God, why does Your anger smoke against the sheep of Your
pasture ?... The enemy has damaged everything in the sanc-
tuary... They have burned up all the meeting places of God in
the land” (vv1,3,8). There’s a shameful confession tucked in
this Psalm: “We do not see our signs; there’s no longer any
prophet” (v 9). How true this is of the Church in India today!
In spite of our numerous boastful healing crusades we are yet
to witness a self-advertising miracle of a  well-known leper or
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a lame person from our streets perfectly healed! On the face
of persecution the prayer of the early Church was for signs
and wonders to silence the enemies (Acts 4:29,30). There are
simply too many prophets giving out predictions about personal
blessings. Is there no prophet like Elijah or John the Baptist to
confront kings and rulers ? “O God, how long will the adversary
reproach?” (Psa 74:10).

2. PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL

The departing words of Christ are recorded by historian
Luke in Acts 1:8, “You shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come on you; and you shall be witnesses to Me... to
the end of the earth.” The Greek word for WITNESS has the
root meaning of MARTYR. Christ anointed His disciples with
the Holy Spirit in order that they might go out as bold witnesses
from Jerusalem to all the distant lands of the world. But the
disciples stayed back in Jerusalem rejoicing over the swelling
growth of the Church (Acts 2:46,47). The only way by
which God could get them out was persecution. Acts 8:1,
“At that time a great persecution arose against the Church
which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout
the regions of Judea and Samaria.” Whenever the Church
forgets God’s plan outlined in Acts 1:8, He will remind her
through the rod of Acts 8:1 !

Virtually 99% of the Church’s human resources remains
unemployed in evangelism. Many churches are simply unions
of the unemployed. They stand idle excusing themselves, “No
one hired us!” Persecution scatters them into the world of the
unreached. “Those who were scattered went everywhere preaching
the Word” (Acts 8:4). What’s the use of salt if it is not shaken
out of the salt-cellar ?

Christianity is the fastest growing religion in the world, with
a 6.9% growth rate, compared to 2.7% for Muslims, 2.2% for
Hindus, and 1.7% for Buddhists. The enemies of the Gospel
cannot remain silent observing this trend. The very first men-

tion of the word “Church” is associated with Christ’s assuring
promise, “I build My Church, and the gates of Hades SHALL

NOT prevail against it !” (Mt 16:18). The Church is on the
offensive, and Satan on the defensive. Persecution is always a
reaction. The enemies of the Gospel in the first century said
concerning the apostles, “So that it spreads no further among
the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on
they speak to no man in this Name!” (Acts 4:17).

The blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church. Matthew
Henry the great Bible commentator encourages us, “God some-
times raises up many faithful ministers out of the ashes of
one!” The martyrdom of Missionary Graham Stewart Staines,
58, and his sons Philip, 9, and Timothy, 6, on the night of
January 22-23, 1999, in Orissa is just another corn of wheat
which has fallen into the ground and died so it may produce
much fruit. The Church in Orissa, which is already witnessing
a phenomenal growth, in spite of the anticonversion bill in force
in the State, is in for the greatest harvest ever. A.W. Tozer in
his wisdom wrote, “The fire of God can’t be damped out by the
waters of man’s persecution.”

The Church in Tamilnadu and Kerala is perhaps the strong-
est in India. One secret could be that Thomas, one of the
twelve apostles of Christ, laboured in Kerala and was killed in
Tamilnadu. How many young men and young women these two
States have sent all over India as missionaries! Hear Paul
speak from behind prison bars: “I want you to know, brothers,
that the things which happened to me have actually turned out
for the furtherance of the gospel... Most of the brothers in the
Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more
bold to speak the Word without fear” (Phil 1:12-14). Let’s
Amen it for India !

Persecution has not come on a fullfledged scale in the
Southern States of India. Most of the top preachers, evange-
lists and leaders are stuck up in the South. The most strategic
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information that emerged from the Second All India Congress
on Church Development, 1995, Chennai, is that 90% of the
Christian workers are aiming at the 22%, and only 10% are
working among the remaining 78% of the nation’s population.
Sadhu Sundersingh years ago diagnosed, “The Southern
Christians are suffering from elephantiasis. Unless they
move to the North, there’s no hope for India.” Praying or
giving is no substitute for going. Is persecution the only
language we would understand ?

Having considered the two primary reasons why God allows
persecution, let’s move on to look at our twofold responsibility
towards the persecuted.

1. PRAYER

The Bible teaches us to pray both for the persecuted and
the persecutors.

a) Prayer for the Persecuted

However strong one may be in his faith on Christ, he
cannot stay unmoved or undisturbed on the face of severe
threats and merciless persecution. Paul who once testified
to the Ephesian Church leaders that “none of these things—
chains and tribulations—move me,” pleaded later with the
Ephesian Christians to pray for him, that utterance might be
given to him, that he might open his mouth “boldly” and
preach the gospel as he ought to (Acts 20:23,24 ; Eph
6:19,20). When Peter was kept in prison, “constant prayer”
was offered to God for him by the Church (Acts 12:5).

Thomas Brooks penned,  “Divine presence made the
martyrs as willing to die as to dine!” God in answer to the
prayer of the Church sent an angel into the prison chamber
to release Peter. What our prayers can do for the perse-
cuted at critical hours and perilous situations cannot be
underestimated. When challenged before martyrdom Polycarp

replied, “Eightysix years I’ve served Christ and He never did
me any injury. How then can I blaspheme my King and
Saviour?” Henry Vos shamed his persecutors with the words,
“If I had twin heads, they should all be off for Christ !”
Tahir Iqbal, a muslim convert, before he died in a Pakistani
prison in 1993, declared, “I’ll kiss the rope, but I’ll never
deny my faith!” Every Christian must read Foxe’s Book of
Martyrs. The martyrs shook the powers of darkness with the
irresistible power of weakness. How much the persecuted
need our prayers !

In a country like India where community bindings are strong,
the new converts have to continually live with oppositions and
persecutions from their family folks and neighbours. Converts
are not allowed to draw water from common wells, and are
thrown out of the community. In virgin soils with very few
Christians, finding believing spouses is another problem. Whereas
communistic countries have their underground Christians,
Muslim and Hindu nations have secret Christians. Let’s pray
regularly for these our brothers and sisters living in fear.

b) Prayer for the Persecutors

In His very first public sermon our Master has taught us,
“Pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you”
(Mt 5:44). The first of His seven sayings from the Cross
was a prayer for His persecutors : “Father, forgive them, for
they do not know what they do” (Lk 23:34). Stephen the
first martyr of the Church prayed aloud while bleeding
under pelting of stones, “Lord, do not charge them with this
sin” (Acts 7:60).

It’s repeatedly observed in mission fields that the malignant
opponents get powerfully converted and become mighty
exponents of the Bible. This is what our prayers for the
persecutors do. Stephen’s prayer deeply impacted the young
man Saul. When this persecutor of Christians became a preacher
of the gospel, people said in amazement, “Is this not he who
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destroyed those who called on this Name in Jerusalem?” (Acts
9:21; 22:19,20). The last prayer of William Tyndale (1494-1536)
the Reformer and Bible Translator before he was strangled and
burnt was, “Lord, open the eyes of the King of England!” The
Lord answered his prayer, and the King authorized a Bible
translation. Who has not heard of the King James Bible?

A question arises whether it is right to observe fasts and
stage protests against persecution of Christians. Certain
facts must be borne in mind while facing this question.
People who oppose the gospel are not the enemy; they are
victims of the Enemy. In the ultimate analysis we will find
that what they do is out of ignorance. Christ as well as His
disciples called crucifixion an act of “ignorance” on the part
of those who crucified Him (Lk 23:34; Acts 3:17). It’s the
same in every generation because the blindness is caused
by the “god of this world” who only becomes more and
more active as years pass by (1 Thess 2:14b-16).

The spiritual warfare passage in Ephesians 6 is essentially
about missionary struggle. The shoes speak about the ever-
readiness to go forth for the proclamation of the Gospel. The
sword is our message, the Word of God. This passage, which
ends up with a plea for missionary prayer, begins as, “We do
NOT wrestle against flesh and blood” (Eph 6:12-20). Any
attack on the Church must primarily be discerned as the direct
activity of wicked spirits. Spiritual powers cannot be combated
by numerical or physical strength. Presentation of our griev-
ances to the leaders of the Nation and protest marches with
Christian dignity have their place. But fasting prayers in
secret are more effective than protest fasts in public.
Restudying of the Acts of the Apostles will keep us in the
right perspective.

When the Church agonizes under persecution, the Lord
of the Church laughs at the persecutors. This is our enor-
mous encouragement. Only three times in the Bible do we

read of God’s laughing (Psa 2:4; 37:13; 59:8). The context
is a lways rebellion against Him either  as nations or
individuals, and the over throw of evil.

Our next responsibility is to identify with the sufferers.

2. PARTICIPATION

No other analogy so beautifully illustrates the unity of the
Church like “the Body.” Whether it is the local Body of Christ
or the universal Body of Christ, if one member suffers, all the
members should suffer with it (1 Cor 12:26). The writer of the
Epistle to the Hebrews appealed, “Remember the prisoners as
if chained with them, and those who are mistreated, since you
yourselves are in the body also” (Heb 13:3). Identifying with
the persecuted is inseparable from our stewardship of the
gospel. Standing with the persecuted Christians means standing
with Christ. At the final judgment the King would say to those
on His right hand, “I was in prison and you came to Me...
Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these My brothers, you did it to Me” (Mt 25:34,36,40).

Get in touch with missionary organisations and visit perse-
cuted congregations to encourage them in the Lord. Let them
know they are not alone. Apostle Peter’s reminder to the
persecuted Christians of his day is helpful: “Beloved, do not
think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened to you... The same
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world”
(1 Pet 4:12; 5:9). Write personal letters to encourage perse-
cuted missionaries working in remote places. The imprisoned
missionary Paul thankfully acknowledged how he was
encouraged by some Christians: “The Lord grant mercy to the
household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and was
not ashamed of my chains; but when he arrived in Rome, he
sought me out very diligently and found me” (2 Tim 1:16,17).
There are so “many ways” we can participate in the sufferings
of the persecuted if only we have the mind (v 18).
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Indifference towards the persecuted Christians is a sin
against God. Beware of getting your eyes clouded by the
thrilling worship services and rich blessings you enjoy in your
local Church! “Woe to you who are at ease in Zion... who
chant to the sound of stringed instruments, and invent for
themselves musical instruments like David... but are not grieved
for the affliction of (their brother) Joseph” (Am 6:1,5,6).

BLESSED ARE THE PERSECUTED !

Crowning rewards await those who suffer for the Name of
Christ and His gospel. Towards the end of his missionary
career, Paul testified, “I suffer trouble as an evil doer, even to
the point of chains; but the word of God is not chained... This
is a faithful saying: If we died with Him, we shall also live with
Him. If we endure, we shall also reign with Him” (2 Tim
2:9,11,12). Of those who had such buoyant hope it is said that
they were “tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might
obtain a better resurrection” (Heb 11:35). The driving force for
these heroes of faith was : “If Christ has died for me, no
sacrifice of mine can be too great !”

Eventhough it is our duty to pray for and bless those who
persecute us, God will judge them unless they repent. The
Book of Revelation tells us : “Rejoice over Babylon, O heaven,
and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has avenged you
on her !... In her was found the blood of prophets and saints,
and all who were slain on the earth” (Rev 18:20,24).

All may not be called to be martyrs. But in the words of
Watchman Nee who was tortured in communist China, “We
must have a mind to suffer!” Because, we are called “not
only to believe on Christ, but also to suffer for His sake !”
(Phil 1:29).

10

CHRISTIANITY
IS

CHARITY!

Christianity is Charity !

If I had heard a statement like this fifteen years ago, I
would have strongly protested that this was a wrong doctrine.
But having received subsequent touches from the divine
hand on my eyes, I am beginning to see the thorough
scripturalness of this statement. Don’t mistake me, I’m not
saying Charity is Christianity, but Christianity is Charity.

Based on what John the apostle wrote in his epistle (1 Jn
4:7-21), Jeremy Taylor stated, “God Himself is love, and
every degree of charity that dwells in us is the participation
of the divine nature.” Hugh Latimer added, “Charity is the
very livery of Christ.” Pure religion was defined by apostle
James as : “To visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and
to keep oneself unspotted from the world” (Js 1:27). He
further argued that faith without works of charity was dead
(Js 2:14-20). Prophet Micah reminded the backslidden Israel
that “to love mercy” was what the Lord basically required
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of His people (Mic 6:8). Of the three cardinal virtues of faith,
hope and charity, the greatest is charity! (1 Cor 13:13).

An average Christian gets enough and more teaching on
spiritual disciplines, but he is hardly challenged about his
social duties. Spiritual disciplines and social duties are equally
important. The commandment to love our neighbour is equal
in weight to the first and great commandment to love God
with our all (Mt 22:37-39). To explain who our neighbour is,
Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan (Lk 10:29-37).
Just because loving our neighbour is mentioned as the
“second” commandment it does not become “secondary” in
importance. When Jesus said, “On these two command-
ments hang all the Law and the Prophets,” He wanted us to
understand that one could not exist without the other and
that the neglect of any one would throw us off balance (Mt
22:40). Christianity’s number one weakness has been its
failure to look at the other side of the coin.

Let’s study seven of the basic spiritual disciplines of
Christian life and ministry in their relationship to charity.

1. REPENTANCE AND CHARITY

We begin with repentance because it is the first elemen-
tary and foundational principle of Christ (Heb 6:1). The
opening pages of the New Testament introduce John the
Baptist as a preacher of repentance. When he thundered
before the multitudes, “Bear fruits worthy of repentance,”
the people asked him, “What shall we do then?” His instant
reply startled them: “If you have two coats, give one away.
Do the same with your food” (Lk 3:8-11). Which evangelist
of today would give such an answer to his altar call
respondents ? A call to clothe the naked or feed the hungry
finds no place in our evangelistic messages. By repentance
people usually mean abstaining from movies, smoking, drink-
ing, etc. The lists of self-examination questions also hardly
make any reference to charity. We have overemphasized

the sins of commission, but overlooked the sins of omission.
But the general sin confession from the Common Book of
Prayer puts sins of omission first : “We have failed to do what
we ought to do, but have been doing what we ought not.”

We cannot dispense with the message of John the Baptist
on dispensational grounds. The voice of the old testament
was heard “until John,” and the new covenant came into
effect after the death of Christ (Mt 11:13; 26:28). John
therefore is sort of an intertestamental prophet and he
serves as a link between the two testaments. Here are a
few examples to prove that the call to charity as an integral
part of repentance is for all time.

God testified about Job that there had been none so
righteous like him on the earth (Job 1:8). Job explains how
he worked out righteousness practically in his life : “I put on
righteousness, and it clothed me... I delivered the poor and the
fatherless who had no helper... I caused the widow’s heart to
sing for joy... I was eyes to the blind, and I was feet to the
lame. I was father to the poor, and I searched out the case
that I did not know. I broke the fangs of the wicked, and
plucked the victim from his teeth” (Job 29:12-17).

After interpreting King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream of doom,
Daniel urged him, “O King, let my counsel be acceptable to
you; break off your sins by being righteous, and your iniquities
by showing mercy to the poor” (Dan 4:27). Isn’t it amazing
that the prophet prescribes to the King charity as a singu-
larly positive step of repentance? The prophet  located the
root problem in the lifestyle of the King.

Diagnosis of the disease is the first step in medical
practice. Luke the physician in line with his profession has
highlighted in his gospel the root cause for the malady of
two officials. One was a rich young ruler. When he boasted
before Jesus that he had kept all the commandments from
his youth, Jesus said, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that
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you have and distribute to the poor... and come, follow Me”
(Lk 18:18-22). The ruler became “very” sorrowful because he
was “very” rich! (v 23). In the very next chapter Luke
introduces Zacchaeus. It was when he told Jesus, “Look,
Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor,” the Lord declared,
“Today salvation has come to this house” (Lk 19:8,9).

2. PRAYER AND CHARITY

Isaiah 1:15 is invariably quoted while stating reasons for
unanswered prayers. “When you spread out your hands, I
will hide My eyes from you ; eventhough you make many
prayers, I will not hear. Your hands are full of blood.” And
verse 18 is claimed as God’s promise of forgiveness though
our sins are “like scarlet and red like crimson.” Our mistake
is that we read verse 15 and then jump to verse 18, not looking
at verses 16 and 17 which list out the sins that hide God’s
face. Pointing out the evil deeds of His people, God calls them
to “learn to do good, seek justice, reprove the oppressor,
defend the fatherless, and plead for the widow.” While
rejoicing over the multiplicity of our prayer meetings and
prayer conferences, we need to regret that hardly any talk is
there on charity. We make “many” prayers but receive “scanty”
answers. Going all out to fight the cause of the poor and get
them justice is the radical remedy for the situation. Sounds
strange? But that’s Bible!

The Sermon on the Mount knows no rival. Not only the
content but also the order in which the Master Preacher
presented the truths demands serious attention. While correct-
ing the abuse of spiritual disciplines, the Lord Jesus speaks
first about charity and only then about prayer (Mt 6:1-4,5-
8). This is not  accidental. If prayer is a love language
addressed to the Heavenly Father, charity is that addressed
to the earthly poor. “He who does not love his brother
whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not
seen ?” (1 Jn 4:20). The God of the Bible is the God of the

poor (Prov 14:31). Unless what breaks His heart breaks
ours too, we cannot share His burden in prayer.

Jesus sternly rebuked the Pharisees of His day who
devoured widows’ houses, and for a pretense made long
prayers (Mt 23:14). It is no better today. There are simply
too many preachers  making too many prayers for too many
widows and the helpless with too much of lust for the
offerings.

How charity makes our prayers aromatic before the Throne
of God is best illustrated in the case of Cornelius. He was not
only the first gentile convert but also the one to receive the
Holy Spirit even before the apostles would pray for him or
lay hands on him (Acts 10:44). Of him it is said that he
“gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God
always” (v 2). The angelic message to him from Heaven
was, “Your prayers and your alms have come up for a
memorial before God” (v 4).

When there’s a difficult situation and your prayers seem
unanswered, instead of going from preacher to preacher for
help, I suggest that you go help a poor person, a widow, an
orphan, a destitute or someone marginalised. Much sooner
than you think you would have your prayer answered from
Above !

3. PRAISE AND CHARITY

Worship is the highest form of Christian service. That’s why
the ceaseless activity in Heaven is praise and worship (Rev
4:8-11). But the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews recog-
nized in the lives of God’s people the hidden danger of
becoming too heavenly-minded to be of any earthly use. He
solemnly wrote, “By Jesus let us continually offer the sacrifice
of praise to God... BUT do not forget to do good and to share,
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased” (Heb 13:15,16).
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The possibility of forgetting the cries of the poor and the
suffering outside the four walls of the Church while we are
hilariously shouting praises to God inside is opulent. There’s
an inherent danger in the modern day worship when it is
offered for “our” excitement rather than “God’s” enjoy-
ment. If gladdening the heart of God rather than making us
feel good is our aim in worship, participating in His love for
the poor in the society becomes a natural outflow.

Undoubtedly worship is an exciting experience. The anointing
with the oil of praise takes us to soaring heights. When
once I asked an internationally renowned evangelist about
his denominational background, he replied, “I’m a Pentecostal,
but I keep my feet on the ground!” What this senior man of
God manifestly wanted to impress on me was that exciting
spiritual experiences must not cut us off from ground realities
of life. When I returned home laughing within myself over the
humorous answer of this evangelist, I was suddenly reminded
from Isaiah 66:1 that God Himself who is seated in the
Heavenly Throne keeps His feet on the earth! Ha, ha!

It’s good to spend on a new musical instrument or for
improving our public address system. But let’s not forget to
make liberal provisions in our church budget to bless the
poor and “cause their hearts sing for joy” (Job 29:13).

In fact when we bless the poor, we actually bless the
Lord! Apostle Paul makes this point while writing to the
Corinthian church regarding the collections made for the
poor believers in Jerusalem. “Carrying out this social relief
work involves far more than helping meet the bare needs of
poor Christians. It  also produces abundant and bountiful
thanksgivings to God. This relief offering is a prod to live at
your very best, showing your gratitude to God” (2 Cor 9:11-13,
The Message). Paul climaxes this chapter stating, “Thanks
be to God for His indescribable gift !” (v15). In other words,
even when we give our maximum to the poor, it is a pittance
compared to what we have received from God !

Dear reader, I would beseech you to bear in mind that I
am not inventing a new doctrine by imagining what is not in
the Scripture. Rather, I am digging out from the Holy Writ
a searching truth that lies completely hidden and conven-
iently forgotten. How many sermons we hear on Acts 2:4!
( “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utter-
ance.” ) What about Acts 2:44 ? (“All who believed were
together, and had all things in common.” ) Let thousand
Christians assemble in a hall and keep shouting in unknown
languages. The world around them can scornfully ignore
them. But if a hundred of them would commit to a simple
lifestyle to share their possessions with the have-nots, the
public cannot escape the sharp impact of such uncommon love.
Acts of charity need no interpretation for any language! Acts
2:44 is a more convincing sign of the infilling of the Spirit of
Love than Acts 2:4 !

4. OFFERING AND CHARITY

Even though tithing is not a binding law for the New
Testament Christians, it’s a systematic and virtuous spiritual
discipline. Just like we call Sunday the Lord’s Day and not
the Sabbath, I would prefer to designate whatever money I
set aside for the Lord as the Lord’s money and not the
“tithe.” The question is how much of what we set aside for
the Lord goes to help the poor, either in our personal
planning or in the church budget. What is spent for the poor
is in no way inferior or secondary to what is invested in a
“spiritual” programme. After all what is given to the poor is
lent to the Lord ! (Prov 19:17).

This is where the Scribes and Pharisees of Jesus’ day
failed. They were meticulous about tithing for “religious”
causes, but they forgot the poor. Pronouncing woe on these
religionists Jesus shocked them saying that meting out “justice”
and showing “mercy” to the poor and walking in “faithfulness”
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was “weightier” or more important than legalistic tithing (Mt
23:23). Do we find it difficult to stomach this teaching ? Then
we are the modern Pharisees !

If we quote Malachi 3:10 to teach tithing to the church,
we should not neglect the teaching of Deuteronomy 14:28,29
where God had commanded His people to bring out the tithe
of their produce for supporting the landless Levites, the
supportless strangers, the fatherless and the widows. Even
though Jesus had material needs for His itinerant ministry,
He kept a money bag from which He and His disciples
would give to the poor (Jn 12:5,6; 13:29).

A question arises as to how much we should give to the
poor. If we resurrect John the Baptist and Zacchaeus, they
would answer fifty percent ! (Lk 3:11; 19:8). Apostle Paul
would urge us to give to the poor “bountifully, cheerfully,
liberally and richly” (2 Cor 9:6,7,13; 1 Tim 6:18). Inciden-
tally, almost every church prints “God loves a cheerful
giver” on its appeal letters and  offering envelopes. Little
do we realize that the context of this text was the mobili-
sation of funds for the poor (2 Cor 9)!

The seriousness with which God views our unkindness to
the poor is seen in the instant death of Ananias and
Sapphira (Acts 5:5,10). This couple had precisely known
that whatever they would place at the apostles’ feet would
be distributed to the poor and the needy (Acts 4:34,35).
They could not perhaps imagine a situation in which the
poor would be uplifted, all would be treated alike in the
church, and they themselves would not be offered special
seats! (Js 2:2-4). The pro-poor message of John the Baptist
had warned that fruitless trees would be cut down and
thrown into the fire (Lk 3:9-11). Ananias and Sapphira were
felled as fruitless trees wasting the ground !

5. FASTING AND CHARITY

One of the most descriptive passages on fasting in the
Old Testament is found in Isaiah 58. There are two search-

ing questions here from the Lord Almighty : “Is it a fast that
I have chosen?” “Is this not the fast that I have chosen?”
(v v  5,6). In other words, the Lord rebukes His people about
the wrong kind of fasting and reveals to them how they can
fast acceptably.

The people were sternly regular in their devotional habits.
They prayed daily, meditated the Scriptures delightfully, and
endeavoured to walk in God’s commandments diligently (Isa
58:2). In the day of their fast they wore sackcloth and sat
in ashes. Apparently they did not eat or drink and they
looked sad and bowed down (v 5). They had understood
fasting only as an exercise of afflicting the soul (vv 3b, 5a).
Objectively there was nothing wrong in what they practised,
but it was all for selfish reasons. They lusted for human
applause instead of looking for divine approval (vv 3a,4b).
A more serious thing was that even on the day of fasting
they were exploiting their labourers (vv 3,4).

After rebuking His people for the wrong kind of fasting,
God listed out the things He desired under the discipline of
fasting: 1. To loose the bonds of wickedness; 2. To undo the
heavy burdens ; 3. To let the oppressed go free; 4. To break
every yoke; 5. To share bread with the hungry; 6. To bring
home the poor who are cast out; and 7. To cover the naked
(Isa 58:6,7). All these seven acts of mercy are summarised as,
“Not to hide oneself from his own flesh.” In other words,
fasting is acceptable before God only when it is coupled with
acts of mercy to our fellow men. God calls us to fast our
desires and pleasures in order to sacrificially minister to the
poor and the needy. Just forgoing a meal or two is not fasting
in the full sense. It is just one aspect of it.

Fasting is not exclusively a Christian exercise. It’s com-
mon in other religions also. People fast for physiological
reasons too. What makes Biblical fasting unique is the self-
denial associated with it in order to uplift the underprivi-
leged. In reply to the accusation of some Hindu fanatics
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that the Christian missonaries are converting people by
seduction of medical help and relief programmes, a Hindu
scholar himself has challenged them, “Why don’t you the
Hindu temple priests do the same by touching the lepers as
Graham Staines did or taking in the unwanted babies from
dustbins as Mother Theresa ?” The  compassion of Christ
cannot be duplicated !

We have heard about fasting prayer for healing. But we
have hardly come across a sermon or a tract where charity
is mentioned atleast as one of the “Seven Steps to Healing!”
However, the Bible promises in more than one place healing
as a direct result of charity. If we observe God’s chosen
fast of self-denial for the good of the poor, “THEN your light
shall break forth like the morning, your healing shall spring
forth speedily...” (Isa 58:8). Psalmist David had the same
understanding. “Blessed is he who considers the poor... The
Lord will strengthen him on his bed of illness; He will
restore him on his sickbed” (Psa 41:1,3). This is where we
need prophets to restore forgotten truths to the Church.
Prophets are God’s specialists who will find out what
hundreds of general practitioners have failed to see.

6. Preaching and Charity

Jesus testified from the Scriptures the very purpose of
the coming of the Spirit of the Lord on Him. “He has
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor... to set at
liberty those who are downtrodden” (Lk 4:18). The conclu-
sive sign of attestation of His messianic ministry was, “The
poor have the gospel preached to them” (Lk 7:22).

Unfortunately we have spiritualized these passages. The
“poor” does not mean those who are “poor in spirit.” It
refers to those in material poverty. The Tamil Bible has
translated it as “the poorest of the poor” (jç¤Âu®). The
ministry of Jesus was primarily focusing on the destitutes
and the downtrodden. In Heaven the poor will outnumber
the rich (Js 2:5; 1 Cor 1:27,28; Mt 19:23,24).

Handbills and wallposters for healing crusades have the
text of Luke 7:22 printed on them: “The blind see, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear !” We leave out
“the dead are raised,” because we dare not call people to
bring dead bodies to be prayed for ! But, why oh why have
we dropped out “the poor have the gospel preached to
them?” Is it because we would rather have the affluent and
the wealthy to fill up the front rows? Friends, listen! Until
and unless we have learnt to crowd our healing meetings
with beggars, lepers, destitutes and the downtrodden, we
will not see miracles as expected. No mercy no miracles!
Most of the miracles of Jesus were performed out of
compassion for the helpless. The first recorded miracle of
Jesus was performed for a wayside leper, and that of the
early church was for a beggar (Mt 8:1,2; Acts 3:2). These
are not without significance. I urge healing evangelists to
get their handbills distributed in leprosariums, beggar colonies,
blind and deaf and dumb schools, homes for polio victims,
invalids and mentally retarded, and to platform dwellers,
rather than at church gates. Better still, go out where these
unfortunate ones are and minister to them. Do the unusual,
and you will witness the extraordinary.

Peter, James and John formed the innermost core of the
disciples of Jesus. They undoubtedly had a closer and better
understanding of the mind of their Master than the rest of
the disciples. They were considered as the “pillars” of the
early Church. All they asked Paul and Barnabas while
sending them forth as missionaries to the non-Jews was,
“Remember the poor!” While writing this to the Galatian
Christians Paul added, “This very thing I also was eager to
do” (Gal 2:9,10). I wonder whether in any ordination service
of pastors or commissioning service of evangelists or dedi-
cation service of missionaries such pointed reference is
made to the ministry to the poor. Let’s reprioritize our
activities. The eyes of the ignorant tribespeople must be
opened to escape exploitation by corrupt politicians and
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forest officials. People in poverty under the yoke of bonded
labour and cruel treatment of unscrupulous businessmen and
heartless landlords must be liberated. The backward sections
of society must be made to understand their dignity as men
and women created by God. The preaching of the gospel
must incorporate such radical and daring acts of charity.
Otherwise, why do we need the yoke-breaking anointing at
all? (Lk 4:18,19 ; Isa 10:27c).

Dr. E. Stanley Jones once remarked, “A spiritual gospel
without a social dimension is a soul without a body; a social
gospel without the spiritual content is a body without a soul.
One is a ghost and other a corpse.” Christianity primarily
runs as three streams : Evangelicals, mainline denominations,
and Pentecostals. Evangelicals are strong in “Word.” Seventyfive
percent of Bible Commentaries, Study Bibles and other
Biblical Research materials are produced by this group. The
mainline denominations have generally been good in “deeds”
of charity. Orphanages, hospitals and relief projects are
examples.  Pentecostals naturally emphasize “signs and
wonders.” According to Paul, “full gospel” means a healthy
combination of “word, deeds, signs and wonders” (Rom
15:18,19). How much denominations need each other ! One’s
strength helps in the weakness of the other.

7. SECOND COMING AND CHARITY

While the computer world was getting increasingly worried
about the Y2K problem, we Christians have been optimistically
looking forward to the Return of our Beloved Lord. Never-
theless, lest we are ashamed at His coming, we must take
a serious note of one of the decisive factors of our eternal
destiny. It’s about charity. Its importance is seen in that the
apostle Paul wrote to Timothy to “command” the rich : “Let
them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to
give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good
foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on
eternal life” (1 Tim 6:17-19).

All through the New Testament we find that the Lord Jesus
as well as His apostles were quite hard on the rich people. Not
that they were biased against the rich because they themselves
were not affluent, but they saw the inherent danger in hoarding
money which could have been shared with the have-nots. If
God gives us more than what we actually need, it is to share
with those who are in acute need. One of the severe warnings
against hoarding riches came from James:  “Now listen, you
rich people, weep and wail because of the misery that is
coming upon you... your gold and silver are corroded. Their
corrosion will testify against you... You have lived on earth in
luxury and self-indulgence... The Judge is standing at the
door !” (Js 5:1-9). If we live with eternity in view, our attitude
towards money and the poor will radically change.

It will be incomplete if we conclude this article without
looking at the very familiar story of Lazarus the beggar and
the rich man (Lk 16:19-31). Little would the rich man have
ever thought that his sins of omission would be solely
responsible to land him in hell. He should have atleast
driven away or chained his dogs lest they fought with the
poor beggar for the crumbs that fell from his table! He did
realize his folly but it was too late then !
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The promise of Christ to Nathanael is God' s message to us
as we enter the 26th year of the ministry of Blessing Youth
Mission. “You will see greater things than these!” (Jn 1:50).

The name “Nathanael” means “God has given.” God had
given this man two superlative gifts. First, a heart of purity.
Jesus testified of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is
no guile” (v 17). Next, the knowledge of God. He had a
profound understanding of the threefold ministry of Christ (v
49). “Rabbi” — a teacher from God or a “prophet ;” “Son of
God”— a sacrifice to God or a “priest” before Him; “King of
Israel”—the “King” of kings. Perfect Christology ! A full-
orbed revelation of the Person of Christ !

Looking back into the 25-year history of BYM, it is
consistently observed that God had been bestowing on us
these two supernatural blessings: Sanctification and Scripturalness.
If all the sermons preached and lessons taught so far could be

fed into a computer, the machine itself would categorize them
under these two heads! Great things He hath done... Great
things He hath taught us!

While Nathanael was excited over the foreknowledge of
Christ, he was promised still greater things. In the three
chapters which follow the first chapter of John’s gospel, we
observe atleast five “greater” things. The Spirit of the Lord
would have us claim them in this ministry as we move into the
second quarter of the century (should the Lord tarry).

1. TASTIER WINE (2:1-12)

We are quite familiar with this first sign miracle of Christ.
Wine was served in wedding feasts to cheer up the guests. The
Biblical authors have frequently compared wine to the joy of
the Holy Spirit. This can be illustrated from two apostolic
authors. Peter’s defense of the infilling experience of the 120
disciples at Pentecost had a reference to wine. In essence he
said that the disciples had been actually intoxicated with the
heavenly wine and not the earthly liquor (Acts 2:13-17). His
quotation was from prophet Joel who had prophesied that God
would “satisfy” His people with “new wine” and oil (Joel 2:18
19 28). Similarly Paul in his letter to the Ephesian believers
contrasted between drunkenness and Spiritfulness (Eph 5:18).

Beginning with the first Blessing Camp, 1971, our gath-
erings have been characterized by the joy of the Holy Spirit.
The very name of an early edition of our camp song book
was “Joyful Noise.” We have been tasting the first wine all
these years. Now the Lord promises us a better wine! We
are moving into the season of the “latter rain” from that of
the “former rain!”

We will be enriched in the three immediate outcomes of
Spiritfulness outlined in Eph 5:18-21. Fellowship — “speaking
to one another.” Worship — “singing to the Lord.” Relation-

STILL

GREATER THINGS
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(An address delivered by the author in the Silver Jubilee
Celebrations of the Blessing Youth Mission which he alongwith
a few friends founded in 1971)
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ship— “submitting to one another” We must cooperate with the
Holy Spir it for the fulfillment of this promised tr iple
manifestation.  “Speaking...  singing.. . submitting.”

Let’s give absolute attention to this threefold responsibility.
Deepen the fellowship. Heighten the worship. Smoothen the
relationships. Let’s commit ourselves more and more to
minister to one another. Let’s add to our worship all the
dimensions sanctioned in the Scriptures by the Spirit. Let’s
ease all the strains in interpersonal relationships. This is
how we enjoy the tastier wine.

No doubt we are already enjoying a measure of these
blessings. But we will see “greater things” in this overflowing
and outflowing life.

2. LOFTIER TEMPLE (2:13-22)

This was the first official visit of the Son of God to the
temple in Jerusalem. He was shocked at the abuse of the
temple. He could not tolerate for a moment the commercial-
izing of the sanctuary. He got wild at the merchandizers of His
“Father ’s House.” This was perhaps the first public mani-
festation of His revolutionary character. No wonder He later
included a zealot in His twelve member cabinet! The disciples
remembered the prophecy in the Psalms concerning Him:
“Zeal for Your house has eaten me up!” (Psa 69:9). A place
where from the incense of prayer was to ascend to Heaven
was stinking with dung and droppings.

The Jews had sanctioned business in the temple because the
animals and birds were sold for sacrifices and monies
exchanged for temple tax. Therefore they questioned His
authority for His aggresive act. Jesus answered, “Destroy
this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (2:19). He
was speaking about a spiritual temple rather than a material
building. The “greater” thing promised here is a temple
indwelt by the eternal Spirit rather than the one built by
earthly substance. The new temple today refers to the body of

Christ (v 21) which is the Church (Eph 4:15,16) as well as to
the physiological bodies of Christians (1 Cor 6:19).

Here comes a tremendous lesson to us. God bypasses
structures which outlive their purpose. The forerunner of Christ
ministered outside the sanctuary (Lk 3:2). Note the humour
here. The word of God ought to have come to Annas and
Caiaphas who were high priests in the temple. But it eluded
them and came to John “in the wilderness!” Christ the Son of
David was not born in the capital of David. Rather He chose
an obscure village for His cradle. His greatest sermon was not
from a lectern. It was preached from a mountain. He died
outside Jerusalem. The greatest sacrifice of all times took
place outside the temple. As if saying “amen,” the veil in the
temple responded to His death by tearing itself ! It had no
patience for those who would not rend their hearts. The risen
Christ did not make His first appearance in the temple but in
a garden and then in a house. Again, the Follower-up of Christ,
even the Holy Spirit, did not descend inside the temple but in
an upper room.

God desires that we learn from history. The Church of
England slammed its doors against John (Wesley ) because this
“man sent from God” ran a rescue mission outside the four
walls of church buildings. His slogan was, “The world is my
parish!” Several of these church buildings in England are now
sold out for secular business and their steeples truncated.

As we pass out of the 25-year phase of this ministry, our
emphasis must be more and more on building a “people” for
God rather than raising huge structures. Let’s save ourselves
from the present trend and craze for bigger and bigger build-
ings. I am afraid we are spending too much money on buildings
meant for too short a time before Christ’s too imminent return.

I do not deny that buildings are necessary. But more
often than we think they become stumbling blocks to our
moving on with God. The central purpose of the tower of
Babel was that the residents might not move out. This was



against God’s plan stated to Noah (Gen 9:1; 11:4). As
forerunners for the second coming of Christ, let’s go out
into the wilderness-like world and point out to the hopeless and
the helpless, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” With the resurrection
power and the ascension gifts of Christ, let’s raise congrega-
tions all over the world. Time is short. We don’t still have
“fortysix years” for building projects ! (Jn 2:20).

Thank God for all the buildings we have in this Mission.
When He promises “greater things,” it doesn’t mean we are
going to have more buildings now than before. God is
speaking about spiritual structures and that’s what we should
aim to build.

3. DEEPER LIFE (3:1-21)

Christ’s discourse with Nicodemus contains the next “greater
thing” we can claim. Verses 6 and 12 highlight it : “That which
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit.” “If I have told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?”
Spiritual birth is greater than physical birth. Heavenly things
are greater than earthly things. This speaks of the deeper life
which is life in the Spirit rather than life in the flesh.

By explaining what life in the flesh is we will understand by
contrast what life in the Spirit means.

O Life in the flesh means knowledge without experience.
Nicodemus was a Bible teacher but he had not known the
things of the Spirit. In contrast Christ claimed that He and His
believers had an experiential knowledge of life in the Spirit (vv
10,11). I believe that we the BYMers would excel many other
missioners in Bible knowledge. But I’m afraid we have uncon-
sciously fallen into a condition of self-deception because we
“hear” a lot of the Word but “do” very little (Js 1:22). The
awfulness of deception is that the deceived will not know he is
deceived. What Jesus told Nicodemus shocked him (v 7). Jesus

asked, “Don’t you know ?” (v 10). Let’s review the precious
lessons and truths taught during the last quarter century and
re-search ourselves. I am particularly pained about our
interpersonal relationship problems in spite of having heard
so many sermons on love.

O Life in the flesh means simply enjoying the blessings
without an inner change. Signs like turning water into wine
arrested with amazement those who were following Jesus.
“But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew
all men... He knew what was in man” (2:24,25). That’s why
when “a man” among them came to felicitate Jesus, He did
not bow before him to receive his garland. Instead He told
him, “You must be born again!” “You must have an inner
change. No use in admiring the signs and applauding the
miracles !” (3:1-3). This is our own story but written 2000
years ago! We hail Jesus as the Blesser. We flock to Him
when He turns water into wine and multiplies bread! But we
never realize that every blessing from God and every answer
to prayer is His message for our inner change. Unless every
sign and supply from God leads us to a greater submission and
deeper change, He is simply wasting His resources on thank-
less people. Shall we still be disappointing God?

O Thirdly, life in the flesh means natural reasoning
without realising the supernatural enablement (3:4-9). Nicodemus
kept asking, “How is it possible?” We do the same. We
continue in certain “works of the flesh” asking questions
like, “How can I be really free from such sins ? Even if I
overcome these sins now and then, how can I experience
perpetual victory?” We don’t realize that there’s a super-
natural power within us because of the indwelling Christ
who is stronger than the tempter. The “works of the flesh”
will have to surrender before the “fruit of the Spirit.” There
is no law against the latter (Gal 5: 19-22). If Jesus can
change water into wine, can He not change our stony heart
into a soft one ? There can be no darkness in our life which
His light cannot dispel (Jn 3:19-21).
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O Life in the flesh also means staying too long in the
preliminaries without going further. Nicodemus could not digest
Christ’s words concerning even “earthly things” (v 12). What
did Jesus mean by “earthly” things? Was He not talking about
rebirth by water and the Spirit ? True, but according to Him,
these were “elementary” things. The writer of the Epistle to
the Hebrews maintains the same argument. He calls
repentance, baptism, laying on of hands etc.  as the
“elementary principles of Christ” (Heb 6:1,2). But pitifully we
call repentance, water baptism and Spirit baptism as the “full”
gospel! We are so subnormal that the normal appears abnormal
to us ! Repentance, water baptism and Spirit baptism are just
comparable to pre-kindergarten, lower kindergarten and upper
kindergarten classes! God calls us to leave these things and
move further on lest we backslide (Het 6:1-6). No forwarding
means only backsliding. Nathanael was excited about Christ’s
foreknowledge, and Nicodemus over His miracle powers (Jn
1:48-51; 3:1-2). But Christ had in store “greater” things for
Nathanael and “heavenly” things for Nicodemus (1:50; 3:12).
This means heavenly revelations concerning the Person of
Christ (1:51; 3:13). Let this be our consuming passion ever.

4. GREATER LEADERS (3:22-36)

The Lord is going to raise a new generation of leaders and
preachers in this Mission who will be stronger, deeper and
better than the present group. In order that this may come to
pass, we have to fulfill certain responsibilities and obligations.

O We must pray for the mantle to fall from “above” on the
would-be leaders. “A man can receive nothing unless it has
been given to him from heaven” (3:27). If it had been possible,
Elijah would have congregated a large group for an ordination
service and passed on his ministry to Elisha in the gathering!
But Elisha had to look above when Elijah whom he served like
a son was taken up (2 Ki 2:9-13). Heavenly appointments
cannot be made at the horizontal level. Leaders wish they
were able to pass on their anointing to others for future
leadership. They may train, nominate and lay hands on

Timothys and Tituses. But unless God endues the secondliners
with a special anointing what all the present leaders do
would be a futile exercise. They would leave behind only
skeletons. Therefore, pray !

O The present leaders must happily assist and watch the
nextliners to develop. We notice four stages in the smooth
transition from the ministry of John to that of Jesus. Let John
for our study represent the first leaders and Jesus the secondliners.
Stage one: John ministers and Jesus comes to him (Jn 1:28,29).
Stage two: John rejoices over what Jesus speaks (3:29).
Stage three : John slowly withdraws (3:30). Stage four : John
lifts Jesus up (3:31). This is similar to what I read in a
management book years ago on how to develop secondline
leaders. The four steps given there are 1. I do, you watch ;
2. I do, you help ; 3. You do, I help ; 4. You do, l watch ; John
had no degree in business administration nor did he ever
undergo a leadership training ! I am amazed at his practical
wisdom. A great leader indeed!

O The nextliners must stay submitted to the present leaders,
await their time, and never speak ill of them. Jesus submitted
Himself to John’s baptism (Mt 3:13-15). Jesus avoided rivalry.
When He came to know that the Pharisees had been compar-
ing His success in ministry with that of John by counting heads,
He left that place (Jn 4:1-3). He refused to join the rat race.
He gave Himself to a season of prayer after John’s death and
did not start a vigorous campaign in His own strength (Lk
9:9,10). Jesus was in fact greater than John. But Jesus pro-
claimed that there was no one greater than John (Mt 11:11).
Elisha awaited his time. Joshua awaited his time. May this
Spirit be found at all levels of leadership in this Mission.

5. RICHER HARVEST (4:1-42)

Right from the beginning of this ministry we have been
blessed with a good harvest of souls. Several thousands
have been born again into the Kingdom though the witness
of the non-fulltimers and the fulltimers of this Mission. But
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the best is yet to be! Two specific verses in this passage
speak of a bountiful harvest. Verses 39,41, “MANY of the
Samaritans believed in Him... and MANY MORE believed.”
As this is also the end of the endtime we will reap a greater
harvest than ever.

As we study the story of the Samaritan woman we find that
her life was a replica of the condition of India today: (a)
Casteism and communalism. “Jews have no dealings with
Samaritans” (v 9). (b) Ancestral beliefs. “Are You greater
than our father Jacob?” (v 12). (c) Endless search and
unquenched thirst. “Sir, give me this water that I may not
thirst, nor come here to draw” (vv 13-15). (d) Sin and shame.
“You have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have
is not your husband” (vv 16-18). (e) Pilgrim centres. “Our
fathers worshipped on this mountain, and you Jews say that
Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship” (vv
20,21) ( f ) Idolatry. “God is Spirit” (v 24). ( g ) Christ is
the Answer. “Salvation is through the Jews” (v 22). The
harvest is ready (v 35).

A richer harvest demands a greater sacrifice on the part of
the harvesters. Jesus began His soulwinning efforts with the
Samaritan woman when He had been literally exhausted at
midday after walking about 25 kilometres (v 6). He rejoiced
over the salvation of a soul so much that He was not interested
in eating (v 3l-34). Unless our tears, sweat and blood fall on
the Indian soil, the gospel seeds will not grow in this land. But
the day is not far when those Indians who refuse even basic
hospitality to the missionaries would urge them to stay with
them (vv 7-9,40). And India itself would proclaim that Jesus is
“the Christ, the Saviour of the world!” (v 42).

There are also many other greater things that God would do
through us, “which if they were written one by one I suppose
that even the world itself would not contain the books that
would be written. Amen!” (21:25)
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ARE YOU READY

TO MEET YOUR GOD ?

Preparation for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ is more
important than discussions about the various details of His
Return. Numerous views on the sequence of the events
connected with the Second Coming have divided Christians to
the extent of throwing them poles apart. But the steps of
preparation to meet our Lord actually help us come together to
await the call, “Behold, the Bridegroom is coming; go out to
meet Him!” (Mt 25:6). Ask yourself the questions listed below
and get ready. He is coming soon!

1. AM I SERIOUS ABOUT LIVING HOLY?

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (Mt 5:8)

“Pursue... holiness, without which no one will see the Lord.”
(Heb 12:14)

“In the day when God will judge the secrets of men by Jesus
Christ...” (Rom 2:16)

“Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
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righteously, and godly in the present age, looking for the... glorious
appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.” (Tit 2:11-13)

“Since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons
ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God?” (2 Pet 3:10-12)

“When He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies
Himself, just as He is pure.” (1 Jn 3:2,3)

2. AM I SINCERE IN LOVING OTHERS ?

“Do not grumble against one another, brothers, lest you be
condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door !” (Js 5:9)

“Why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ ... Each of us shall give account of
himself to God.” (Rom 14:10-12)

“The end of all things is at hand... Above all things have
fervent love for one another, for love will cover a multitude of
sins.” (1 Pet 4:7,8)

“Pursue peace with all men... without which no one will see the
Lord.” (Heb 12:14)

“May the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one
another and to all... so that He may establish your hearts blame-
less... at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thess 3:12,13)

3. AM I VIGILANT IN PRAYER LIFE ?

“The end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and
watchful in your prayers.” (1 Pet 4:7)

“Of that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Take heed, watch and
pray; for you do not know when the time is.”  (Mk 13:32,33)

“Take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down
with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day
come on you unexpectedly... Watch therefore, and pray always that
you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” (Lk 21:34-36)

“Jesus spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to
pray and not to lose heart... Shall God not avenge His own elect
who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with
them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Never-
theless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith
on the earth?” (Lk 18:1,7,8)

4. AM I DUTIFUL TO MY FAMILY?

Nothing angers God as a family situation in which the parents
and children are not lovingly related to one another. He is all out
to rectify the disorders in our homes— “Behold, I will send you
Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day
of the Lord. And he will turn the hearts of the fathers to the
children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come
and strike the earth with a curse.” (Mal 4:5,6)

The Church is awaiting the Return of her Bridegroom for the
celebration of the marriage of the Lamb. “Christ loved the Church
and gave Himself for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it... that
He might present it to Himself a glorious Church.” Husbands are
called to love, nourish and cherish their wives, just as the Lord does
the Church. And the wives are admonished to be subject to their
husbands in everything, just as the Church is subject to Christ.
Husband-wife relationship should thus be an earthly reflection of
the heavenly reality! (Eph 5:22-32)

God’s fury will be poured on the earth as the floods of
Noah’s time (Mt 24:36-39). Noah worked hard to build an ark
for the salvation of his entire family. Let’s spare no pains to get
our family members saved today lest it becomes too late as in
the case of the rich man who could not help his five unsaved
brothers. (Lk 16:27,28)
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5. AM I DILIGENT IN MY WORK ?

“Two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other
left. Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken and
the other left. Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour
your Lord is coming.” (Mt 24:40-42)

“Be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect Him. Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his
master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due
season? Blessed is that servant when his master, when he comes,
will find so doing.” (Mt 24:44-46)

None among us is talentless. The gifts and talents bestowed
on us by God vary from individual to individual. He expects us
to make best use of them, whatever may be the nature of our
work, for the glory of His Name and the good of mankind. In
a parable Jesus spoke, the five-talented and the two-talented
men were joyfully rewarded at their master’s return for being
faithful and busy with what they had been entrusted with,
whereas the one-talented man was thrown as unprofitable into
eternal darkness for his laziness and indifference. (Mt 25:14-30)

6. AM I ZEALOUS IN GOSPEL WORK ?

“See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut
it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not
denied My name... Behold, I come quickly! Hold fast what you
have, that no one may take your crown.” (Rev 3:8,11)

The souls we lead to Christ are our hope, joy and crown of
rejoicing in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His
coming. (1 Thess 2:19,20)

“Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the
firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars
forever and ever.” (Dan 12:3)

“I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His
Kingdom: Preach the Word! Be ready in season and out of
season.” (2 Tim 4:1,2)

The delay in the Return of Christ is to give “us” the believers
enough time to proclaim the gospel to everyone because the
Lord is “not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance.” (2 Pet 3:9)

We must not be time-setting for the return of Christ but be goal-
setting to reach the lost.  (Acts 1:7,8)

“Cast your bread upon the waters... Give a serving to seven,
and also to eight, for you do not know what evil will be on the
earth.” (Eccl 11:1,2)

“This gospel of the Kingdom will be preached in all the
world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will
come.” (Mt 24:14)

7. AM I GENEROUS IN HELPING THE POOR ?

“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are
coming upon you... You have heaped up treasure in the last days...
You have lived on the earth  in  pleasure  and luxury... The coming
of the Lord has drawn near.” (Js 5:1-8)

“Judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment” (Js 2:13). Remember
the awful lot of the rich man who cared not for the poor beggar.

(Lk 16:19-26)

“Make friends for yourselves by unrighteous wealth, that
when you fail, they may receive you into everlasting habita-
tions.” (Lk 16:9)

What is given to the poor is lent to the Lord (Prov 19:17). “Do
not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth... but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven... For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.” (Mt 6:19-21)

“Command those who are rich in this present age not to trust
in uncertain riches... Let them do good, that they be rich in good
works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves
a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold
on eternal life.” (1 Tim 6:17-19)
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8. AM I JOYFUL IN TRIBULATIONS ?

“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need
be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of
your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes,
though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honour, and glory
at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet 1:6-9)

“Recall the former days in which, after you were enlight-
ened, you endured a great struggle with sufferings... Do not
cast away your confidence, which has great reward ... For yet
a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not
tarry.” (Heb 10:32,35,37)

“In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I
have overcome the world.”  (Jn 16:33)

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to
me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have
loved His appearing.” (2 Tim 4:7,8)

9. AM I SOUND IN DOCTRINE ?

“The time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine,
but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears,
they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their
ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. But you
be watchful in all things.” (2 Tim 4:3,4)

“Many false prophets will rise and deceive many... But he who
endures to the end will be saved... For false Christs and false
prophets will arise and show great signs and wonders, so as to
deceive, if possible, even the elect.” (Mt 24:11,13,24)

“Now, brothers, concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, not to be soon
shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter...

Let no one deceive you by any means ... God will send them strong
delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all may be
condemned who did not believe the truth...” (2 Thess 2:1,2,11,12)

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no
means pass away.” (Mt 24:35)

“Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the
words of the prophecy of this Book.” (Rev 22:7)

10. AM I STUBBORN WITH THE DEVIL ?

“The devil has come down to you, having great wrath, because
he knows that he has a short time... They overcame him by the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did
not love their lives to the death.” (Rev 12:12,11)

“Now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come
to pass, you may believe... The ruler of this world is coming, and
he has nothing in Me.”  (Jn 14:29,30)

“Take up the whole armour of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” (Eph 6:13)

“And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the
brightness of His coming.” (2 Thess 2:8)
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 How not to Meditate
 How not to Pray
 How not to Worship
 How to be Anointed with the Spirit
 How to be Saved
 Inspired Insights
 Little Foxes
 Open Heaven
 Patience makes the man!
 Power belongs to God!
 Preachers & People
 To Dear Students...
 Unless someone guides me
 Wild Honey
 With God Again!

These books and the author’s Bible Talks
in CDs and DVDs are available from—

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam Road

Chintadripet, Chennai 600 002, India

Tel: 91 044 28450411 <blc@bymonline.org>
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A WEBSITE FOR BIBLE LOVERS

CONTENTS

My Letters
Stanley talks heart to heart with the Visitors of this Website.



General Messages
Enlightening Articles for Christian Growth



Sermon Outlines
Outlines on miscellaneous subjects for Personal Meditation

and Pulpit Preaching


Bible Studies
Studies on specific themes and select books of the Bible



Doctrinal Essays
Corrective Teaching to uphold Sound Doctrines of the Bible



Youth Matters
Practical Guidelines to Young Men and Young Women

for Successful Living


Leaders Column
Biblical Insights and Practical Lessons on Christian Leadership



Missionary Challenge
Calling Christians to obey the Great Commission of Christ



My Answers
Answers to Questions frequently asked but rarely answered



Quotable Quotes
Stanley’s analytical Statements about Christian Life and Ministry



Video Talks
Freely downloadable video and audio sermons of Stanley

(Register your e-mail id on this website to receive updates instantly.)

StanleyOnBible .com BIBLE TREASURES
by R. Stanley

200 Corrective Bible Lessons

from the beginning of Christian Life

to the end of physical life

832 pages; Jacketed hardcover; Indexed
Rs. 500/- plus Rs. 50/- for forwarding.

Available in Tamil also.


The 200 lessons of this book
are available in Video & Audio format also.

English to Tamil

40 DVDs
Each with a running time of 2 hours 30 minutes.

Arranged in a Zipped Pouch
Rs. 1500/- plus 100/- for forwarding

Each Topic is available as a 2-DVD Pack also for Rs.100/-


2 MP3 CDs
Each with a running time of 50 hours.

Packed in a single box
Rs.100/- plus 25/- for forwarding



100 hours of solid Bible Teaching

Ideal for personal and group study.
Watching these DVDs or listening to the MP3 CDs

with this book on hand
will be more than a 3-year Bible College Course!

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam Road

Chintadripet, Chennai 600 002, India
Tel: 91 044 28450411  <blc@bymonline.org>
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Blessing Youth Mission
A transdenominational ministry dedicated to

Revival and Evangelism, functioning since 1971.


Conducting Revival Camps,
Bible Studies and Training Programmes.



Establishing witnessing groups in schools
and colleges through Campus programmes.



Visiting villages, slums, hospitals, etc.,
through hundreds of outreach teams

of laymen and laywomen.


Church planting and Church revival ministries in
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Jharkand, Karnataka, Kerala,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan, Tamilnadu

and Uttar Pradesh
through over 300 fulltime missionaries.



Publishing books, tracts and a periodical titled BLESSING
in Assamese, Bengali, English, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,

Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Tamil and Telugu.


Helping the poor and the downtrodden
through medical, literacy and relief works.

Pray for this Mission.
Participate in its activities.

Support it with your offerings.

Blessing Youth Mission
Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India
Tel: 00 91 416 2242943, 2248943

<hq@bymonline.org>   www.bymonline.org


