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Case Study

When was the last time you 
heard a developer say “Park 
the budget for a moment, are 
we pursuing the best possible 
design or have we cut back 
too many creative elements 
in favour of the bottom line?” 

We had been working 
with Federation Centres 
on the redevelopment of 
Cranbourne Park Shopping 
Centre for 12 months. 
We had already lodged a 
development application 
and were working through 
the tender documentation 
when Federation challenged 
us to review the design that 
had evolved to ensure we 

were pursuing the most 
creative and iconic outcome 
for this development.

The opportunity was not lost 
on i2C and we embraced the 
challenge wholeheartedly.

“To to undertake what 
has been achieved is 
impressive.“

Tim Crowe 
Development Manager, 
Federation Centres

CRANBOURNE PARK
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Challenges 
The heritage oak tree 
had been identified in our 
original design philosophy as 
important for the community 
and as a nodal point on the 
site. Our design featured a 
restaurant that overlooked 
the iconic tree and the 
highway, creating a focal 
point and the ideal place to 
start the ribbon facade that 
would flow along the site.

While the oak tree was the 
strongest element on the 
site, it was also the source of 
most obstacles during design 
development. In overcoming 
these obstacles as the design 
evolved, the significance of 
the tree and its connection to 
the ribbon façade had been 
gradually whittled away. 

To reinstate the significance 
of the oak tree and the 
ribbon façade, we realised 

we needed to reinforce 
the connection between 
the two, strengthening the 
expression of our original 
design philosophy.

Approach
The building of detailed 
models incorporating the 
oak tree elements into the 
façade directed the language 
of the ribbons form and 
we could see the wave of 
movement over the solid flat 
wall structures evolving. 

The leaves, acorns and the 
shape of the branches at the 
junction to the acorn became 
the inspiration behind 
the design of the various 
elements of the façade. 

“The level of service, creativity and design 
knowledge has been excellent.”
Johnathan Mott, Development Manager - Federation Centres

Outcomes
Apart from being a genuinely exciting process, 
taking a step back to review design and hold it 
up against the original philosophy and vision 
has proved invaluable to the redevelopment 
of Cranbourne Park. The revisited creative is 
reinvigorated, strong and clear and articulated 
across the site. We know that, as a result, 
the experience of the new Cranbourne 
Park will enhance the human experience 
for the community and visitors alike. 
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