
THE COLLECT 

Almighty God, 

who filled the heart of Columba 

with the joy of the Holy Spirit 

and with deep love for those in his care: 

may your pilgrim people follow him, 

strong in faith, sustained by hope, 

and one in the love that binds us to you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, world without end.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING 

Isaiah 61.1-3a 

 1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

  because the LORD has anointed me; 

   he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

  to bind up the broken-hearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

  and release to the prisoners; 

 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour, 

  and the day of vengeance of our God; 

  to comfort all who mourn; 

 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion –  

  to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

  the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

At the end the reader may say  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 

Psalm 34.1-10 

Refrain The Spirit of the LORD is upon me 

1  I will bless the Lord at all times;   

his praise shall ever be in my mouth. 

2  My soul shall glory in the Lord;   

let the humble hear and be glad. 

3  O magnify the Lord with me;   

let us exalt his name together. 

R: The Spirit of the LORD is upon me 

4  I sought the Lord and he answered me   

and delivered me from all my fears. 

5  Look upon him and be radiant   

and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

6  This poor soul cried, and the Lord heard me   

and saved me from all my troubles. 

R: The Spirit of the LORD is upon me 

Advent Sunday 

7  The angel of the Lord encamps around those who 

fear him   

and delivers them. 

8  O taste and see that the Lord is gracious;   

blessed is the one who trusts in him. 

R: The Spirit of the LORD is upon me 

 

 

GOSPEL READING 

Luke 12.32-37 

Jesus said to his disciples, 32‘Do not be afraid, little flock, 

for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make 

purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 

treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no 

moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. 

35Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like 

those who are waiting for their master to return from 

the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door 

for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are 

those slaves whom the master finds alert when he 

comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have 

them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 

At the end the reader may say  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God. 

Columba, also known as Collumcille. 

Born a son of the royal house of Ulster at Kilcrennan in 
Donegal in about the year 521, Colum, whose name 
means ‘dove’, had such a devotion to the things of God as 
a child that he was nicknamed ‘Columcille’ – dove of the 
Church. Columba was trained as a monk by Finnian and 
then founded several monasteries himself, including 
probably that of Kells, before leaving Ireland to settle on 
Iona, off the coast of Scotland. He was accompanied by 
twelve companions and the number grew as the monastic 
life became more established and well-known.  

Columba seems to have been an austere and, at times, 
harsh man who reputedly mellowed with age. He was 
concerned with building up both the monastery and its life 
and of enabling them to be instruments of mission in a 
heathen land. He converted kings and built churches, Iona 
becoming a starting point for the expansion of Christianity 
throughout Scotland. In the last four years of his life, when 
his health had failed, he spent the time transcribing books 
of the gospels for them to be taken out and used.  

He died on June 9th in the year 597. 


