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Background of Conflict
The Israeli Palestinian conflict is one that has begun since the late 1800s. It started when Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe 

began settling in Eretz Yisrael and a part of the Turkish Ottoman Empire. (Dowty 2017) Contrary to some opinions, this conflict is not 

rooted by religious or ethnic problems. Judaism accepts Islam as a monotheistic faith while Islam does the same to Judaism. It views 

Judaism as “People of the book”, which refers to religions mentioned in the Quran that are also monotheistic. Both religions tolerated 

each other, and Jews were even more comfortable around Arabs than they were around Europeans. (Dowty 2017)

“The core of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the claim of two people to the same piece of land.” (Dowty 4) The land being fought 

over is referred to as Eretz Yisrael by Zionists (A Jewish National Movement) and referred to as Filastin or Palestine by Arabs.

Specifically, it is a conflict that arises from conflicting claims over the same land. The Palestinians state that the problem is the 

violation of “the natural right of the Palestinian people to self-determination in it’s ancestral homeland.” (Dowty 4) Those who support 

Israel label it as a refusal of the Palestinians to acknowledge the Jewish state in its historic Jewish homeland. It’s interesting to note 

that the Palestinians call the land their ancestral homeland and the Jews call it their historical homeland. Because it is the same piece of 

land that both communities feel such a strong background towards, it makes the fight over the territory deeper.

My project dives into the question, “ 

What role have peace plans played in 

keeping the Palestinian/Israeli conflict 

alive?” The objective of this paper is to 

analyze how the peace plans were not 

actively advocating for peace by 

exploring the different treaties and plans 

for peace, as well as the outcomes to 

them and reactions from the Palestinians, 

Israelis, and the international community. 

Counterintuitively, I want to better 

understand what role the various peace 

initiatives have had, not in solving the 

conflict, but in perpetuating it. By 

examining the main peace plans and 

analyzing why they have not worked 

until now, I can identify what has been 

the main obstacles to achieving a viable 

solution. I will be working with a 

collection of books, memoirs, academic 

articles, policy documents, and 

documentaries as research material for 

my paper. The central focus will be an in-

depth analysis of the various peace plans 

proposed over the years, including 

relying on firsthand accounts, general 

analysis, and primary and secondary 

accounts.
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What Are Peace Plans? 

The term peace plan is coined from the words peace and plan. The word peace means calmness or serenity and harmony

among others. It also means freedom from war and disturbance. According to J. Houston Miller, a Professor of Chemistry, 

“Peace means living our lives selflessly, treating others with respect, sharing the extra that comes to us with others who have 

been shortchanged.” The word plan means a planned proposal for going about something. To plan is to decide and agree on 

a course of action. The term peace plan signifies a proposal in order to reach harmony with others. It is a plan that is 

negotiated and discussed and eventually agreed upon for a common interest : peace .

When a conflict is ongoing and problems are arising continuously without an end in sight, a peace plan is usually needed. 

Peace plans are important in order to achieve solutions and end conflict. Without peace plans, conflicts can stay in the works 

for an extended period. With peace plans, some conflicts may be resolved while others can remain in a state of hostility. The 

latter is what occurred with Israel and Palestine. After multiple peace plans, the conflict stayed alive. Although the roadmap 

to peace was negotiated and signed, there were multiple problems that were met along the way that made the path to peace 

full of bumps and blocks.
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It is a difficult process to choose only a couple roadblocks that created an obstacle to 

peace because there are too many to go into depth about. The United States alone was 

too powerful of an impact as an obstacle to peace. Nonetheless, I decided to choose the 

Kissinger Secret memo, the Oslo Accords, and domestic politics/ infighting in Israel and 

Palestine.

Roadblocks to Peace

1. Kissinger’s Secret Memo
The 1975 Kissinger Secret Memorandum of Understanding was a memo in which the 

United States committed not to recognize or negotiate with the PLO (Palestinian 

Liberation Organization). It also stated that America needed Israel’s permission in 

dealing with the Middle East. 
2. Oslo Accords

The Oslo Accords was a peace plan that proposed the Palestinian Interim Self-

Government Authority, or the PA. It was filled with hope that there would be a 

Palestinian state. With this would come the removal of Israeli military in Palestinian land, 

a withdrawal of the illegal settlements, and peace between the two groups. Little did they 

know that this hope was just an illusion. This is mainly because Oslo was not a 

negotiation based on a real proposition, rather it was a negotiation based on a 

steppingstone. During the negotiations, the important issues would be postponed for the 

“permanent status” talks, which never seemed to come. 

3. Domestic Politics / Infighting
In Palestine, the PLO was dominant as the sole representative but soon began to 

diminish and lose power. The OPT (Occupied Palestinian Territory) was the 

Palestinian voice in the Madrid conference. The location of the PLO also began 

to move farther and farther away from Palestine which added to its weakness. 

Then, Hamas rises and there become multiple political parties who want the best 

for Palestine through different methods. The domestic infighting hurts Palestine 

because it distracts them from the bigger picture.

Israel went through similar periods with each Prime Minister who was elected. 

There have different political parties such as Ultra-nationalism, conservatism, 

statism, and progressivism. Each party has different views on how to go about 

splitting up land through treaties, which leads to domestic infighting.
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