
 
Forging Meaningful Relationships 

Study Guide 
 

This study guide is a personal study through some of the material from this past Sunday’s 
sermon. If you haven’t listened to it yet, head over to https://homeportcc.org/forging-
meaningful-relationships/ before jumping into this study. Take some time before next Sunday to 
sit down with your Bible and work through the questions and Scriptures. Be open and honest 
with yourself as you allow the material to challenge you and help you grow closer to God and 
deeper in your faith. 
 

 Share a memory of one of your favorite times spending time with family or friends? 
 What made it so meaningful? 
 Why do you think meaningful relationships are so important in our lives? 
 

 Colossians 3:1-15 
 

 Are our relationships supposed to be different as Christians? 
According to the first few verses, what is the deciding factor that changes our lives? 
How are we supposed to change our thinking so that our relationships are changed? 
How are we supposed to get rid of our old sinful ways? 
Why are we supposed to get rid of character traits in verses 5-9? 
What do those types of traits damage meaningful relationships? 
What do verses 10-15 teach us about how we are supposed to live among the people in 
our lives? 

 

 We cannot have meaningful relationships while allowing the world around us to 
influence our lives. As Christians, we are supposed to get rid of our old self and old way 
of living so that we can put on the new life God has offered us through Jesus. In our new 
life, we must learn new ways of living, ways that bring peace and harmony, which are 
very different from what we have learned from the world. 

 



 Romans 12:1-13 
 

 How are these verses like the one you just read from Colossians? 
 What do these verses teach us about how we are to live our lives? 
 How do we pretend to love others in our life? 
 What would it look like to really love the hard-to-love people in our lives? 
 How do you love someone with genuine affection? 
 How can you honor others? 
 How do all these verses help us forge meaningful relationships? 
 

 In the message this week, Jordan gave a few ideas for applying these verses to our lives. 
He mentioned mentor/ mentee relationships. It’s been said that all Christians need a 
Paul (a mature Christian who can pour into us), a Barnabas (an encouraging Christians 
who can cheer us on), and a Timothy (a younger Christians in the faith that we can pour 
into). Every one of us can be one of these people and at different stages be each of these 
types of people for someone else. Decided what season of life you are in and forge that 
type of relationship with another person. We can also take time to invest in relationships 
by putting our screens away. Jordan called it a digital sabbath, where we use our time 
and energy to spend time with others, being present, and enjoying each other’s 
company. Different ways to forge meaningful relationships include joining a small group 
or ministry team where you can get to know others in the church family and grow and 
serve together. 

 

 As you close with a time of prayer, thank God for making you to live in community with 
others and for giving us the tools to create meaningful, healthy relationships with the 
people in our lives. Ask God to show you where you need some help to get rid of traits 
in your life that hinder you from having meaningful relationships and ask Him to help 
you develop the qualities we read about that help have them. Pray for the season of life 
that you are in and what type of relationships you need to be in, and how you can learn 
from others and pour into others as well. 


