
With this activity, I’ve found that information requires whole class instruction. There are 
many complicated reasons why the Chinese Exclusion Act came to pass, however, the 
overarching reason was racism. I’m found that whole group instruction is best for these 
types of conversations in order to clear up misconceptions as they come up. Students will 
work through a Google Slides presentation with the teacher and answer some 
comprehension questions to check understanding. They will also analyze a political 
cartoon discussing the act.

Great for grades 7 - 10!

What was the historical context of 
the Chinese Exclusion Act? 

Students will learn about the 
context of the Chinese Exclusion 
Act, the impact of the act, and 
analyze a political cartoon the 
criticizes the act. 

8.2d In response to shifts in 
working conditions, laborers 
organized and employed a variety 
of strategies in an attempt to 
improve their conditions. 

8.2d.2 - Students will examine 
nativism and anti-immigration 
policies, including the Chinese 
Exclusion Act, the Gentlemen’s 
Agreement 

(this standard also mentions that 
immigration acts of the 1920s, 
however, those acts are address in 
a later unit of study.)

Teacher Sources:
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the classroom handout. This link will 

prompt you to make a copy. 
● Here’s a link to the Google Slides version of the presentation. 

NOTE: If the link is telling you that the file isn’t available, This is most likely because of 
the settings on a school-based account. Some site administrators prevent you from 
clicking on “make a copy” links. Try clicking on the same link while signed in with a 
personal account and not a Google-based account. The link should work. (This is a 
newer issue, so even though you may have had access before, changes with Google are 
making this occur.)

Peacefield History utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include 
but not limited to the following:
● https://www.kqed.org/news/10429550/boomtown-history-2b
● https://camla.org/chinese-exclusion-act/
● https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=47#
● https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/chineseexclusionact

Teachers should decide how they will work through the lesson with students. The lesson 
can be assigned through Pear Deck, or the teacher can just utilize the questions with 
students through whole class discussion. Depending on the decision made, the teacher 
will need to add in the Pear Deck questions, and/or make copies of the printed version of 
the lesson. 

● Depending on the grade level and ability of your students, the length of this lesson 
discussion will vary. This lesson is designed for a 40 minute class.

● Pass out printed version of the lesson to the students and/or assign the lesson 
through Pear Deck. If students are working through the lesson in Pear Deck, the 
printed version can act as a handout that students can take home with them. If 
guiding students through a more traditional presentation, teachers can have 
students annotate the printed lesson while they present. 

● Assign exit ticket for homework if the political cartoon was not assess as part of 
the full class lesson.  

https://www.kqed.org/news/10429550/boomtown-history-2b
https://camla.org/chinese-exclusion-act/
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=47#
https://www.civics101podcast.org/civics-101-episodes/chineseexclusionact


A Quick Pear 
Deck Tutorial

● Visit peardeck.com and set up your own account. If you have a Google account for your 
school, you can also add your students through Google Classroom. 

● Get the Pear Deck add-on for your Google Slides account. You will then need to add Pear Deck 
Question links. It’s really easy. Just click Add-ons, then Pear Deck, and then you will see all 
the types of questions you can add to the presentation. There are some features that are only 
available through the Premium version, but most are available for free. 

● You can launch the presentation to your projector easily from Google Slides by clicking 
Add-ons, then Pear Deck, and then Present with Pear Deck. The application will then provide a 
code for your students to join the session. If you plan on using Pear Deck more than once, I 
also suggest hanging a few signs around the classroom that remind students that the website 
is joinpd.com. Otherwise, you’ll find yourself repeating the website - a lot. You can also assign 
a Pear Deck presentation in Google Classroom, and students can access the presentation 
from there. 

● If possible, have a second computer, tablet or laptop where you can access the teacher 
dashboard through peardeck.com and view the student answers. To view student answers, just 
click on the slide they should be answering and the answers with their names will show on 
your personal computer. If you click show student answers from the actual projector, student 
names will not show. 

● Students will quickly get the hang of Pear Deck (mine understood the program by the end of 
the first class), and you will also. Have fun!

Pear Deck is a web-based program that allows the 
teacher to ask students questions through a 
presentation, view their answers on the teacher’s 
computer and then quickly give formative 
feedback to students as they work. In order to 
utilize Pear Deck in classroom, teachers will need 
to do the following.

One of my favorite parts about Pear Deck is the instantaneous feedback. If you check student 
answers as students are working, there’s no need to review those answers at the end of class. 
You can correct students individually, and you’re all set to move onto the next topic. It’s 
incredibly convenient. 


