
Population: 49.7 million
GDP: 79.2 billion
Public, Private, Community

KENYA

Population: 42.9 million
GDP: 26 billion
Public, Customary, Private, and Mailo

Population: 12.2 million
GDP: 9.1 billion
Private land, State land; district/municipality land is 
controlled by local governments 

Population: 57.3 million
GDP: 52.1 billion
All land is public and divided into three categories: 
General land, Village land, and Reserved land

Population: 110 million
GDP: 80.6 billion
All land owned by government, but Ethiopians have 
right to use land without payment. 

TANZANIA

UGANDA

RWANDA

ETHIOPIA

Population: 12.5 million
GDP: 2.9 billion
Public, Private, and Community land

SOUTH SUDAN

LAND TYPES IN EAST AFRICA

Public land: land owned collectively by all people of a country and held and 
managed in trust by the government
Community land: Land held by communities identified on the basis of ethnicity, 
residence, or interest, among others (also called customary land)
State land: Land controlled by federal government; districts and municipalities
Private: any registered land held by any person under a freehold or leasehold 
tenure, or any other land that may be declared private land by law
Mailo land: System in which landholders have freehold rights, but must respect 
the Buganda Bonafide occupants that were once part of the Buganda Kingdom
Village land: any land that had been occupied by villagers for at least 12 years 
prior to the Village Land Act in Tanzania
Reserved Land: land set aside for special purposes, such as forest reserves, 
games parks, and public utilities
General land: “unoccupied or unused village land” under government authority
Leasehold: Tenure system in which one party grants to another the right to 
exclusive possession of land for a specified period, usually in exchange for rent
Freehold: Tenure system in which one person has ownership of land for life Population & GDP data from the World Bank


