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About Dachelle 
Dachelle McVey is a homeschooling mom of 3 living in the 
south with a love for giving her kids outside the box 
opportunities for learning, especially if it means a chance to 
travel. On her blog Hidethechocholate.com, Dachelle shares 
about homeschooling, parenting, and how she incorporates 
travel into their homeschool culture. She is also the author of 
a large collection of Literary Adventure Online Book Clubs for 
all ages from preschool to high school, covering topics from 
literature to nature study. 

Key Ideas 
Experiencing the world is a key part of learning. Field trips and travel shouldn’t be seen as just an 
“add-on” to education, but education itself.  

Field schooling is the idea of making experiences outside the books a part of school. It can be done 
by traveling near or far. But, one of the ways to make these trips more memorable is to prepare for 
them in advance. Learning about history, science, art, language or any other relevant subject will help 
the experience have a greater impact. Keeping travel journals is another way to help children 
remember the things they have experienced while traveling or visiting interesting places.   

And when you can’t travel look for virtual tours or stay very close to home. You can prepare for these 
kinds of “field trips” in a similar way.  
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Action Steps 
1. Take a minute to brainstorm a list of things that are in your local area. Think of your city as a 

tourist and search online for “things to do in [city name].” 
a. Some ideas may include National or State parks, museums, theaters, historic sites, nature 
centers, and parks. 
b. Other ideas may include contacting local artisans, crafters, or makers who can share their 
skills. Taking tours of grocery stores, public service locations, factories, etc. 
 

   

Quotables 
“The point [of field schooling] is getting outside of your four walls, getting away from the textbook 

and it being education.” 

Dachelle McVey 

“If you study a concept in the textbook and then you go out and you see that concept in life and you 
see it working and how it works and you're able to touch it and you're able to make something work 
based on what you read in the book, then that makes it even more important to you and makes you 
remember it more. And it actually becomes a better learning experience. So I think the point is that 

field trips, although a lot of times they're fun too, they actually are a part of the educational 
experience.” 

Dachelle McVey 

Time Stamps 
2:51 meet Dachelle McVey 
7:19 how Dachelle got started homeschooling 
12:27 what to study when preparing for a trip 
18:21 travel journals 
21:30 field schooling explained 
30:31 free or inexpensive field schooling ideas 
36:05 what to do when you can’t travel 
42:16 final tips for mom 
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