
Sermon 36: Revelation 11:1-2: Measuring the Temple

OUTLINE

The temple
The trials

INTRODUCTION

The temple of Jerusalem is a hot bed of speculation and division.  This is due to the OT 
presenting the New Creation in a Jerusalemocentric and temple worship style idealism.  The 
perfect future of God’s people was always a projected perfect present which was very Jewish
with a distinct separation from Gentiles, it was geographically located in Israel and not 
encompassing the whole world, it was represented in terms of a perfect temple worship and
priesthood and not in light of the finished work of Christ, and it had other cultic aspects such
as the OT Sabbaths.  The question of literal interpretation causes many divisions.  As we 
come to Rev. 11 with its mention of the holy city and the temple and altar we have to revisit
our hermeneutic for how to read OT prophecies.  The way this section is read is very 
different across the various schools of thought.

The Historicist sees chapter 11 as describing the Church during the Reformation.  The 
temple they take to be the true church, the outer court is the apostate RCC.  The measuring
of the church’s temple, altar and worshippers is God sifting the true from the false.  The 
measuring of the altar is thought to be the correct teaching on justification and how sins are
forgiven.  The measuring rod is thought to be held by Luther and authorised by God to 
overhaul the church.  The two witnesses are thought to be the faithful few such as the 
Albigensians and the Waldensians who resisted the papal corruption of the truth.  The 1260 
days = 1260 years, the approximate time of papal supremacy in the church.  

The Preterists see these verses as describing the Fall of Jerusalem.  This is connected with 
the Fall of Jerusalem because Ezekiel also measured a temple and prophesied the fall of 
Jerusalem.  The measured part of the temple is the believing Jews who followed Christ, the 
measuring = their preservation from Titus and his armies crushing Jerusalem and them 
fleeing to Pella.  The trampling of the outer courts = the judgement of the unbelieving Jews 
who are spiritual Gentiles for rejecting their Messiah.  The 1260 days is thought to be either 
the 3 ½ year persecution of Nero, or the 3 ½ year Jewish war which climaxed in the fall of 
Jerusalem.  Some allow for the 3 ½ years to be symbolic of Elijah’s ministry and that it 
indicates a limited period of apostasy and not necessarily literal.  The two witnesses could 
be the collective OT witness to Christ.

The Dispensational Futurist view tends to take everything in this chapter literally.  They see 
these verses as occurring in the future in the 7 year period known as Daniel’s 70th week after
the Rapture.  They believe that the 1260 days represents the second half of the tribulation 
and represents an intense period of trial for Jewish believers.  They view the temple being 
measured as the rebuilt temple of Ezekiel where the antichrist will set up a throne.  And 



they see the two witnesses as two literal witnesses who literally have fire come out of their 
mouths.  These are most likely Elijah and Enoch, because they had not died their one death 
yet, but others suggest Elijah and Moses.  

Our reading is different.  Recognising that there is a parallel between this interlude and the 
one in chapter 7, where we have six judgements, a two-fold structure interlude and then a 
7th, we will read this interlude in parallel to chapter 7 positing that these 2 interludes both 
have similar concerns.  Both have to do with the preservation of the church.  This chapter 
progresses the idea in highlighting the fact that the church is both preserved and persecuted
simultaneously.  We see the notion of God sealing His people, and the actions of measuring 
them and raising them both indicating God’s preservation of His people.  

The temple

The Dispensationalist stands incredulous when we say that the temple of 11:1 is not 
Ezekiel’s temple.  They are not the only ones who see this temple as a literal one, the 
Preterist sees it as the original temple that was destroyed in 70 A.D..  We say that these are 
both impossibilities.  Firstly, the Preterist is wrong because Revelation was not written until 
the 90s of the first century and the temple was destroyed in 70 A.D..  Secondly, we cannot 
accept that this is Ezekiel’s temple because Christ has come and all the shadows and types 
that any form of temple worship pointed forward to has been consummated in Christ and 
can no longer be revived.  Here are some reasons why this cannot be Ezekiel’s temple.

Firstly, in Ezekiel 37:26-28 we see that Ezekiel’s temple if taken literally is supposed to be 
unending, ‘I will make a covenant of peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant 
with them. And I will set them in their land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in 
their midst forevermore. 27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I am the LORD who 
sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore."’  The trouble is that in 
the New Creation there will be no temple.  In fact we begin to see in the gospels that God’s 
intended temple is not an edifice of stone but the church with Christ as the head.  We see in
Jn 1:14 that Jesus in His flesh tabernacle among us, and in John 2:19-21 indicates that His 
body is the temple that if they tear it down He will build it up.  And this is not fanciful 
reading we see in Is. 28:16, Ps. 118:22 and Zech. 10:4 the prophesied cornerstone who is 
Christ.  He is the cornerstone in the temple of God, the church and body of Christ, Eph. 
2:19-22, ‘So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.’  The temple is Christ and His body.  

Secondly, we cannot accept that the many sacrifices of Ezekiel’s temple which are spoken of 
as making atonement, cleansing, purifying, consecrating, etc. are reinstituted after Christ.  
In Rev. 11:1 we see John measuring an altar, can this be a true altar?  No, Heb. 10:1-4, ‘For 
since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of the true form of these



realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year, make 
perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, since 
the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any consciousness of 
sins? 3 But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for
the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.’  It is pleaded that these are memorials of 
Christ’s sacrifice, but Christ told us to memorialise His death by the Lord’s Supper not 
through reinstituting sacrifices or reviving Jewish calendar days.

Thirdly, in the NT the church is constantly portrayed as the temple, 1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19; 2 
Cor. 6:16, Eph. 2:21-22, 1 Pet. 2:5, Rev. 3:12.  

The fact that John is commanded to measure the temple is an indication of its protection, 
Zech. 1:16, ‘Therefore, thus says the LORD, I have returned to Jerusalem with mercy; my 
house shall be built in it, declares the LORD of hosts, and the measuring line shall be 
stretched out over Jerusalem.’  We see John measuring the New Jerusalem in the same way,
21:15.  The altar may be linked to the martyrdom of the saints and seen as their reasonable
service.  Paul uses the language of sacrifice for service in several places, 2 Tim. 4:6, Phil. 
2:17 and Rom. 12:1-2.  The measuring of its people could be to indicate a distinction 
between those in and those out.  

We see that John is told not to measure the outer court v2; traditionally this was the place 
where Gentiles could worship.  Inside the temple is measured and protected but the outside 
is trampled, what does this indicate?  The Preterists see the inside as the believing 
preserved Jews and the trampled as the judged Jews in the fall of Jerusalem.  Some see the
measured as all believers, and the trampled as the unbelieving Jews.  Others see the 
measured as the true but invisible church but the trampled as external and apostate church.
Others view the measured as NT worship and the trampled as passed OT worship.  The 
most likely scenario is that this double image of measured and trampled is representative of 
the Church militant’s portion while on earth.  We are both preserved and persecuted, 
measured and trampled.  The nations represent the unbelieving nations that are under the 
sway of satan, and the holy city is another reference to the church as the New Jerusalem, 
but the earth bound and therefore trampled part.  The holy city is not Israel because the 
New Jerusalem is identified directly with the church and because Israel is identified with the 
‘great city’ in v8 which is also called, Sodom, Egypt and Babylon. 

The trials

The book of Revelation is written to help you interpret your experience.  The experience of 
the church in the world is one of experiencing hostility and suffering.  The point of this 
picture is God comforting and informing His people.  He tells them that they cannot be 
finally ruined, but that they will be harassed.  Is this the way you see your world?

Paul tells us in 8:17b that suffering is the part of every child of God’s life.  ‘and if children, 
then heirs---heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order 
that we may also be glorified with him.’  How does this sound to you; that part of our 



portion as God’s children is suffering?  Most today would say that if we suffer it proves that 
we are not children of God because we are supposed to be happy and successful because 
we have God in our corner.  Some would think that an almighty and loving Father would 
keep His children from suffering but Paul and John tell us that suffering is part of our portion
if we are indeed His children.

Paul speaks conditionally saying we will inherit if we suffer; in what way then is suffering 
necessary for us to our inheritance?  Suffering is the necessary way of life for every 
Christian, not the necessary way to life for the Christian.  It is the road we walk to heaven 
not the price we pay to get in.  Christ paid the price for us to get in, but the road there is 
one of following Christ.  Every true believer because he/she walks in the footsteps of the 
Master will be a target for the devil and so suffer for their identification with Christ.  There 
are those who claim to be Christians but as soon as the persecution begins they falter and 
the true condition of their hearts is exposed by their falling away.  This is the teaching of 
Christ in the parable of the sower. 

Jesus Himself warned us of the life of suffering that makes up the life of a disciple, John 
15:18-20, ‘"If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you 
were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the 
word that I said to you: 'A servant is not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, 
they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.’ It is this 
perspective on the Christian life which explains the whole book of Revelation.  If only we 
would see that our portion in this life is like that of Christ to serve faithfully through sacrifice
and triumph not in war but in death and faithfulness witness.

Philippians 1:28-29, ‘Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 
whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in 
one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not 
frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, 
but of your salvation, and that from God. 29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake
of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the 
same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.’  Here we see that suffering 
as a Christian is a grant, a gift.  Suffering is a privilege for Christian.  It is not too much for 
us to be identified and share in His shame when He was willing to be identified with us and 
share in our shame.  Paul also indicates that is a ‘clear sign’ of our salvation, for it sets us 
apart as Christ’s, and for this reason Jesus tells us to rejoice in this form of suffering, Matt. 
5:10-12, "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.  "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.’
In 2 Timothy 3:10-12 Paul says, ‘You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my 
aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and 
sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra---which persecutions I 
endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly 



life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.’  If we imitate Paul as he imitated Christ we too will 
share in the fellowship of Christ’s sufferings with Him.  

.  You will notice that Paul says in Romans 8:17, ‘provided we suffer with Him.’  What does 
Paul mean when he says, ‘with Him’?  If Paul had said that we ‘suffer for Him’ we would 
have no trouble for there are plenty of verses that talk about suffering for His name’s sake, 
e.g. Matt. 5:11; but what could he mean by ‘with Him’?

Let’s begin with what it cannot mean.  It cannot mean that we share in Christ’s suffering for 
the removal of the guilt of our sins.  We know that Christ came to die and offer up His life as
a ransom for sin, that He was the propitiating sacrifice that removes God’s wrath towards 
our sins.  He alone could do this for the sacrifice for sin needed to be blameless and we are 
all sinners.  Christ alone could suffer for our sins by dying on the cross, therefore Paul is not 
referring to some joint suffering on the cross for our sins.  There is a false teaching that 
sees Mary as a co-Redemptrix who suffered when she watched her Son die, and that her 
suffering of loss can also be offered as a payment for sin.  This is ludicrous and nothing near
what Paul means here.  This is also why the doctrine of purgatory is a gross error.  We can 
never pay for our sins, we do not suffer for their forgiveness.  Christ’s death was sufficient 
payment that we need not try and offer any suffering in addition to what Christ has done.  
Human suffering does not remove the guilt of sin.  There will be sinners suffering for 
eternity in hell and they will not by their sufferings ever cleanse themselves of one sin and 
escape.  

No the mystery of ‘with Him’ lies in Paul’s own conversion experience.  Remember when Paul
was confronted on the Damascus road in Acts 9, Christ said to him, ‘And falling to the 
ground he heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?"  Christ 
identified the suffering of the church with Himself, he told Paul that the persecutions against
the church were done against Jesus Himself as the head of the body as well.  Jesus teaches 
this truth in the parable of the sheep and the goats and reveals that the good or bad deeds 
done to even the least of the church was done to Him, Matt. 25:40, ‘And the King will 
answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you 
did it to me.'

This is not just a figure of speech or hyperbolic speech, we are mystically united to Christ so
that He is the head and we are the body, Eph. 2:22-23, ‘And he put all things under his feet 
and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all.’  It is this union that ensures that all that has happened tour head has 
happened to us.  He has died and has resurrected, and so have we.  And likewise when we 
suffer it is His body that suffers.  I am not implying some weird view that makes Christ 
cringe every time we stub our toes, but rather a unity that makes our sufferings His.  So 
then as we go out into this world and preach the Gospel we are an extension of Jesus doing 
it.  In fact Paul talks about his own ministerial sufferings as further sufferings of Christ for 
the church, Col. 1:24, ‘Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church.’  
There is nothing lacking in Christ’s sufferings when it comes to the issue of paying for our 



sins, but there is still much suffering on the part of Christ’s body as we take the message of 
the Gospel into hostile territory and are persecuted and killed as we go.  Paul sees his own 
suffering for the preaching of the Gospel to bring in the church as Christ’s sufferings.  In 2 
Timothy 2:10 he puts it this way, ‘Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, 
that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.’  Paul views 
his ongoing gospel ministry, as painful as it often was, as the necessary means by which 
God was calling His elect to Himself.  There is no suffering that is too great done in service 
to the church because it is Christ serving His church through us, and He would not count 
any task too much.  

We are not without comfort in our sufferings with Christ.  The scriptures tell us that we 
experience God’s blessing in a peculiar way when we suffer with Christ, 1 Peter 4:12-14, 
‘Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share 
Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14 If 
you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests upon you.’  Paul tells us that we share in God’s comforts if we are afflicted, 1 Cor. 
1:5, ‘For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share 
abundantly in comfort too.’  We can be assured that we have Christ with us in our 
participation in His sufferings. 

This brings us to the last part of the verse, ‘in order that we may also be glorified with Him.’ 
Once again we need to stress that the conditional language is not suggesting that we buy 
our inheritance with our suffering, but rather that the path to heaven is one of suffering and
only by the path of faithful service to Christ in a world that is hostile to Christ does anyone 
get to heaven.  But Paul reminds us how it ends.  The suffering does not merely come to an 
end but it ends in glory.  It ends with seeing His face, it ends with rest, it ends with joy and 
the best life then.  Our present sufferings contributing to greater rewards in glory, 2 Cor. 
4:17, ‘For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison.’   
       
 
       


