
1 KINGS 2

Introduction
As we discovered in 1 Kings Chapter 1, the book of Kings is theology cleverly
disguised as exciting history.  And as we read on in chapter 2 we will find 
that it does not disappoint, the thrilling tale of intrigue, mystery, and 
murder, only gets more absorbing.  

I am preaching through this book, as it is written, as a thrilling piece of 
redemptive history.  So before we begin we need to remind ourselves just 
where in redemptive history this chapter fits.  

The redemptive story so far tells us that Adam and Eve have been deceived 
by the serpent, sinned and been cast out of the Garden of Eden.  God has 
promised the first humans that one day a saviour will rescue them and their 
descendant’s from their sins.  The flood has decimated the first world, and 
Abraham has been promised that the saviour will be born from his seed, out 
of a people as numerous as the sand on the beach, or the stars in the sky.  

And this great race of people have now come into existence and they are the
Israelites.  The Israelites are now living in the promised land and are ruled 
by Solomon, the son of great king David.  

When we left 1 Kings chapter 1 Solomon as a type of Christ, has established 
his kingdom with mercy and grace.  Solomon has forgiven the sins of his 
brother, Adonijah, and the other rebels.  In 1 Kings Chapter 1 Solomon 
represents the Lamb if God in all his mercy and grace. 

But surrounding Solomon in his palace, are all the typical characters of any 
court, the faithful, the unfaithful, the treacherous, and the hypocritical. 
These characters continue to play out their own typology and parts in 
redemptive history, against the backdrop of the scheming serpent.

Satan, is still prowling around like a lion seeking to devour whomever he 
can, even the elect, if that were possible.  Satan is always attempting to 
destroy the race of men and the shadows of death and treachery continue to
stalk the halls of King Solomon’s palace.  

We pick up the narrative with king David about to go the way of all the 
flesh.  And it is well for all of us that there is another life after this one.  For 
in our deaths everything that we think we have achieved or gained in this 
life is turned to dust.  
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Instruction to Solomon in Obedience to God
David knows himself to be close to death and we should not think that it is a
shameful thing to admit it.  The Christian welcomes death, he does not seek 
it, but he does not fear it either.  David like ever Christian has a great hope 
and confidence in God, and is not afraid of dying, for he knows that death is 
only a door and that by going through the door we enter into a better life.  

But before David goes through the door he takes some time to instruct his 
son, firstly on obedience to God.  Be strong, be courageous, and keep the 
charge of the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and keeping his statutes, 
his commandments, his ordinances, and his testimonies, as it is written in 
the law of Moses, so that you may prosper in all that you do and wherever 
you turn.  Now these are good rules to live by.  Although the authority and 
affection that Solomon and every son should have for his earthly father is a 
good thing, much more affection must a son of God have for the authority of
his heavenly father.  

These are great trusts that David charges Solomon with keeping.  And in our
own lives, we should also note them carefully, for we too, just like Solomon  
will one day be called to give an account of just how well we have walked in 
the ways of God.  

David urges his son to be resolute and strong in his devotion to God, for if 
Solomon is faithful then the Lord will establish his word that he spoke, ... if 
David’s heirs take heed to their way, to walk before God in faithfulness with 
all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail you a successor on 
the throne of Israel.’  God has promised David that the Messiah would come 
from his loins, and this promise is absolute and cannot fail, it cannot and will
not be broken.  

However this promise, that one of David’s descendant’s would always sit on 
the throne of Israel is not absolute.  This promise is conditional, and it is 
conditional on the obedience of the son.   

If Solomon is faithful and keeps the charge of the Lord his God, walking in 
his ways, and keeping his statutes, his commandments, his ordinances, and 
his testimonies, then the promise will become a reality.  Solomon has 
received a warning and only time will tell if he has taken the warning to 
heart.  
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After urging his son, to remain cautious and circumspect throughout his 
entire life, David moves on to instruct Solomon on how to deal with some of 
the people in his kingdom.  

David begins with Joab.  And if we understand that Solomon is a type of 
Christ, then we could Joab as a type of Judas.  For here is a man who seeks 
to be part of the kingdom purely for his own gain.  

Joab 

And perhaps David begins with Joab, because Joab had so recently shown 
his true colours by joining in the rebellion with Adonijah.  This treachery has 
reminded David that he has dealt to leniently with Joab.  David considers 
now, that perhaps he had been unwise to spare Joab’s life because Joab had 
treacherously murdered both Abner and Amasa.  And in this David is surely 
right.  

Murder must not be left unpunished.  Do we not see the effects of this in our
own society.  When murderers are not executed by the state, but released 
back into the community after less than a dozen years of incarceration, they 
grow proud and hard of heart as they believe that they have escaped 
punishment for their sins.  And this tempts others to follow the same path, 
and so society deteriorates.  

David’s avoidance of action against Joab, reflected badly on David’s rule .  
And Joab aggravated the peoples ill feeling towards David because Joab was 
proud of his murders.  Joab threw David’s impotence back in his face, Joab 
knew that there would be no consequences for his foul deeds, and so he 
proudly put the blood of his victims on the belt around his waist, and on the 
sandals on his feet.   

David knows that he has not acted correctly in this matter and puts Joab’s 
fate in Solomon’s wisdom.  David tells Solomon that there is no statute of 
limitations on murder, and that even though Joab has been long reprieved, 
his actions in supporting Adonijah suggest that he is still dangerous to 
Solomon’s reign.  

David tells Solomon that Joab will sell him out again in a heartbeat if he 
thinks it to his advantage.  So David plants the thought in Solomon’s mind, 
Act therefore according to your wisdom, but do not let his grey head go 
down to sheol in peace.  It might be better for you and your kingdom, David 
says, if Joab was not allowed to die peacefully in his bed.  
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The Sons of Barzillai 
In contrast to his advice concerning Joab, David tells Solomon to  Deal 
loyally however, with the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be 
among those who eat at your table; for with such loyalty they met David 
when he fled from your brother Absalom.  David does not want the kindness 
that was shown to him to be forgotten, even when he is in his grave, hence 
the proverb in 27:10 Do not forsake your friend or a friend of your family, ...
and do not go to your relative’s house when disaster strikes you— better a 
neighbour nearby than a relative far away.

Yet when David considers his own nearby neighbour Shimei, it is not with 
fondness.

Shimei son of Gera 
David says to Solomon there is also with you Shimei son of Gera, the 
Benjaminite from Bahurim, who cursed me with a terrible curse on he day I 
went to Mahanaim; but when he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I 
swore to him by the Lord, “I would not put him to death by the sword.”  

First let’s understand that this curse, like every other curse is of no effect, 
curses are just evil words, no man can put a curse on another.  That being 
said, the Jews believe that why Shimei’s curse hurt David so much was the 
scorn Shimei poured on David’s descent from Ruth, who was a Moabite. (2 
Sam 16:1 – 23)

Now, David had sworn not to kill Shimei because he was righteous enough 
not to use the power of the state for personal vengeance.  But David says to
Solomon that Shimei’s pardon was never meant to be perpetual, David had 
only given him a reprieve.  

David tells his son that Shimei is a serpent that cannot be trusted, even 
though he did not join Adonijah’s rebellion, he is just as malicious now as he
he was when he cursed David, Shimei, like his father, has just become more
crafty.  

David says that although he promised not to kill Shimei, he never said that 
his son would not.  Don’t worry, David tells Solomon , Shimei is a wild and 
proud man and he will eventually give you the opportunity to take 
vengeance. 

Page 4 of 12



1 KINGS 2

There is no statute of limitations on Joab’s murder and neither has eternal 
mercy been granted to Shimei’s sin, and so David suggests that like Joab, 
Shimei should not be allowed to die peacefully in his bed.  David says, do 
not hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man; you will know what you 
ought to do to him, and you must bring his grey head down with blood to 
sheol.” 

Death of David
10 Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David.  
11 The time that David ruled over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven 
years in Hebron, and thirty three years in Jerusalem.  

Josephus tells us that, besides the usual magnificence with which his son 
Solomon buried him, Solomon also put into his sepulchre a vast deal of 
money, and that 1300 years later, his tomb was opened by Hircanus the 
high priest, in the time of Antiochus, and 3000 talents were taken out for the
public service. 

12 So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David: and his kingdom was 
firmly established.   Solomon comes to the throne in a much easier manner 
than his father, and it is a good thing when one good kings reign is easily 
followed by another.  Nevertheless there were still rumblings of discontent, 
and rebellion still stalked the palace halls.  

For Adonijah son of Haggith comes to Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother. And he
said, let Abishag the Shunammite be my wife.

Solomon Puts Adonijah to Death 
Now as we saw in chapter 1 Adonijah had rebelled against his father David 
and in his mercy Solomon had forgiven him his sins.  And had Adonijah 
rested easy in his salvation, fearing the king and adoring him, repenting of 
his sins, he would have remained safe.  

Adonijah did not know when he was well off, for sin still lurked at his door, 
its desire was to destroy him, and Adonijah, failed to master it.  Once again 
in redemptive history, a brother seeks the destruction of his brother.  

It is likely that Adonijah despised Solomon’s mercy as weakness and so just 
like the serpent of old, he seeks to deceive the woman in order to destroy 
the man.  So Adonijah presents his marriage to Abishag as some small 
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compensation for the loss of the kingdom that he rightly thinks belongs to 
him.  He pretends to be happy that Solomon is on the throne, but he really 
has murder in his heart.  His words seem like honey but they drip with 
venom. 

But Bathsheba thinking that she helps a young man in his search for true 
love goes to King Solomon, to speak to him on behalf of Adonijah.  Now it 
does seem odd that Bathsheba does not suspect treason, and even odder 
that she consents to what is technically incest.  

Bathsheba it seems has been deceived by the fine words of the snake, the 
ease by which she is deceived cannot but remind us of the way Eve was 
deceived by the serpent in the garden.  And although not always a popular 
doctrine, the fact that women are easily deceived is one reason why women 
are not to hold office in the house of God.  

But least we all be deceived men as well should take careful note for we are 
not immune to deception, for whenever we take it upon ourselves to judge 
anything apart from Christ, resting only in our own wisdom, we may also be 
deceived.  

When Bathsheba enters, the king rises to meet her, and bows down to her; 
then he sat on his throne, and had a throne brought for his mother, and she 
sat on his right.  20 Then she said, “I have one small request to make of 
you; do not refuse me.”  And the king said to her , “Make your request, my 
mother; for I will not refuse you.”  21 She said, “Let Abishag the 
Shunammite be given to your brother Adonijah as his wife.”  

These words must have struck Solomon straight in the heart.  He 
immediately understood that Adonijah sought the marriage with David’s 
concubine not because he loved her, but because he sought to steal the 
kingdom from him.  He perceived rightly that Adonijah believed that if he 
could succeed David in his bed, then he could succeed David on his throne.  

And in his turmoil he speaks somewhat sharply acquainting his mother with 
the real reason behind Adonijah’s request.   “And why do you ask Abishag 
the Shunammite for Adonijah?”  Ask for him the kingdom as well!  For he is 
my elder brother; ask not only for him but also for the priest Abiathar and 
for Joab son of Zeruiah!”  23 Then King Solomon swore by the Lord, “So 
may God do to me, and more also, for Adonijah has devised this scheme at 
the risk of his life!  Solomon totally rejects his mother’s petition, and this he 
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does so without violating his promise to her, for unlawful requests break the 
bonds of any promise.

And Solomon is wiser than Adam was when Adam was confronted by the lies
of the serpent, and so Solomon does what Adam should have done.  
Solomon strikes off the head off the deceiver.  Solomon says as the lord 
lives, today Adonijah shall be put to death.  And King Solomon sent Benaiah 
son of Jehoiada; to strike Adonijah down, and he died.  

But Solomon’s vengeance is not yet complete, every knee will bow to him 
and every tongue will confess that he is King. 

Solomon Banishes Abiathar 
It is clear that Abiathar and Joab have again conspired with Adonijah to 
snatch at his crown.  Solomon has not yet been gifted by God with the gift of
wisdom, yet Solomon is not fooled, he knows that Abiathar and Joab have 
whispered into the ear of his brother, just as his father predicted they would.
Yet, despite their equal guilt, their punishments are different.

26 The king said to the priest Abiathar , “Go to Anathoth, to your estate: for
you deserve death.  But I will not at this time put you to death, because you
carried the Ark of the Lord God before my father David, and because you 
shared in all the hardships my father endured.”  27 So Solomon banished 
Abiathar from being priest to the Lord, thus fulfilling the word of the Lord, 
that he had spoken concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.  

Abiathar does not forfeit his life, although he has lost everything he has 
built, for he built upon a good foundation with straw, and although his works
are destroyed he himself is snatched from the fire, so to speak.  Abiathar is 
guilty but is shown mercy because of his past loyalty.  

Those that show kindness to Gods people shall have it remembered, even if 
it is just a cup of cold water.  

Abiathar loses the right to be a priest and in his ruin we see the fulfilment of 
the 80 year old prophecy, written in 1 Samuel 2:30, for Abiathar was the 
last priest of Eli's family.  

Gods judgment might not always arrive speedily, but it will surely come to 
pass.  And so having dealt with Abiathar’s  treachery, Solomon turns his 
righteous anger towards Joab. 

Page 7 of 12



1 KINGS 2

Solomon Puts Joab to Death 
Joab believed that he would escape justice because in his wilful ignorance he
is a type of all unrepentant sinners.  Those who with impunity live their lives 
willingly blinded to the truth that the one true God is real will one day face 
terrible destruction.  

So when the news came to Joab – for Joab had supported Adonijah though 
he had not supported Absalom – Joab fled to the tent of the Lord and 
grasped the horns of the altar.  For Joab reality is setting in, and some 
consider Joab’s intention to seek sanctuary at the altar, as a means of 
passing the rest of his life in peace.  In the same way that some reprobates 
do, once they are too old to serve their sins, they pretend to serve the 
church hoping that in this that they will keep God from his wrath.  

Others think that Joab hoped that Solomon would not profane the holy place
by killing him at the altar.  Joab hoped that killing him on the altar would be 
frowned upon by the people and so Solomon would shy away from it.  

But in truth, Joab was probably hoping that Solomon would show the same 
mercy he had once shown to Adonijah when he first begged for Solomon’s 
grace at the very same altar.  Joab hoped that mercy was still the 
cornerstone of Solomon’s government.  But in this hope Joab sadly 
misunderstood the type of Christ that Solomon now represented.  

29 When it was told King Solomon, “Joab has fled to the tent of the Lord and
now is beside the altar,” Solomon sent Benaiah son of Jehoiada, saying, “Go,
strike him down.”  

And while Benaiah worried about killing Joab at the altar, when Benaiah 
came to the tent of he Lord and said to him, “The king commands, ‘Come 
out.”  But Joab said, “No, I will die here.” So Benaiah brought the king word 
again, saying, “Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me.”

31 The king replied to him, “Do as he has said, strike him down and bury 
him; and thus take away from me and from my fathers house the guilt for 
the blood that Joab shed without cause.  Solomon had no scruples, Exodus 
21:14, says that, if anyone wilfully kills another by treachery, you shall take 
the killer from my altar for execution.  The altar has no protection for 
murderers. Joab must die.  The vengeance of the Lord demands that 
unrighteousness be punished.  
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Vengeance was long delayed in coming to Joab, but when it finally came, it 
also came upon his house.  Instead of deriving honour, his descendants were
burdened with the guilt and shame of his murderous actions. 

32 The Lord will bring back his bloody deeds on his own head, because, 
without the knowledge of my father, he attacked and killed with the sword 
two men more righteous and better than himself, Abner son of Ner, 
commander of the army of Israel, and Amasa son of Jether, commander of 
the army of Judah.  33 So shall their blood come back on the head of Joab 
and on the head of his descendants forever; but to David and to his 
descendants, and to his house, and to his throne, there shall be peace from 
the Lord forevermore.  

34 Then Benaiah son of Jehoiada went up and struck him down and killed 
him; and he was buried at his own house near the wilderness.  35 The king 
put Benaiah son of Jehoiada over the army in his place, and the king put the
priest Zadok in the place of Abiathar. Benaiah slew Joab in a solemn public 
execution.  Of the people David had warned Solomon about, only Shimei 
now remains. 

Solomon Puts Shimei to Death 
So the king sent and summoned Shimei, Shimei no doubt feared death, as 
Adonijah and Joab had just lost their lives.  Yet Shimei must also have had 
some hope, for there was the promise of David to protect him and perhaps 
he was innocent of having anything to do with Adonijah’s rebellion.  Still he 
must have been worried.  

But Solomon, although not bound by David’s oath, was not yet prepared to 
overturn it, so he said to Shimei, “Build yourself a house in Jerusalem and 
live there, and do not go out from there to any place whatever.  37 For on 
the day you go out and cross the Wadi Kidron, know for certain that you 
shall die,; your blood shall be on your own head.”  Solomon is acting fairly 
and prudently, Shimei’s prison is not odious, and by keeping him in 
Jerusalem Solomon can keep an eye on him.  Shimei knows that his 
sentence is light and easy and so Shimei said to he king, “The sentence is 
fair; as my Lord the king has said, so will your servant do. “ So Shimei lived 
in Jerusalem many days.

Yet eventually just as David predicted and Solomon expected Shimei broke 
the easy parole he found himself under.  For it happened after the end of 
three years that two of Shimei's slaves ran away to king Achish son of 
Maacah of Gath.  When it was told Shimei, “Your slaves are in Gath,” 40 
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Shimei arose and saddled a donkey, and went to Achish in Gath, to search 
for his slaves; Shimei went and brought his slaves from Gath.  Shimei 
although a prisoner, lived well for he had servants.  

But he knew that he was breaking his bonds and his promise to the king, for 
he saddles the donkey himself, and he probably travels at night, in the 
mistaken belief that he can keep his transgression secret from the king.  

In Shimei we see the type of man who cannot keep himself within the 
bounds of Gods commands and loving other things rather than God he runs 
after them as soon as they think that God is not looking at them.  Well God 
is always looking, as was Solomon. 

41 When Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath 
and returned, 42 the king sent and summoned Shimei, and said to him, “Did
I not make you swear by the Lord, and solemnly adjure you, saying, ‘know 
for certain that on the day that you go out and go to any place whatever, 
you shall die?’  And you said to me the sentence is fair; I accept.’  43 “Why 
then have you not kept your oath to the Lord and  the commandment with 
which I charged you?”  44 The king also said to Shimei, “You know in your 
heart all the evil that you did to my father David; so the Lord will bring back 
evil on your own head.  

Solomon charges Shimei with breaking his oath to both God and king.  
Solomon says that his actions show what kind of man he is, a man whose 
word cannot be relied upon and a man who will trample the covenants and 
promises he makes without a second thought.  Shimei instead of being 
grateful for the grace and mercy of the king, has thrown Solomon’s mercy 
back in his face.  Shimei has no wedding coat and so he will be thrown out of
the kingdom.  Solomon says I never knew you.

Shimei’s own heart convicts him of his sins, as do ours.  God is greater than 
our hearts and knows all things.  Shimei himself knew of the wicked 
principles of hatred and malice against David which he displayed in cursing 
him and that his submission was but feigned and forced.  Perhaps, after 
being judged Shimei, in fury and despair, even now curses Solomon freely.  

But it is King Solomon who shall be blessed, and Shimei who is cursed, and 
the throne of David shall be established before the lord forever.”  46 Then 
the king commanded Benaiah son of Jehoiada; and he went out and struck 
him down, and he died.  So the kingdom was established in the hand of 
Solomon.  
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Shimei's eternal destiny, just like everyone’s depended upon his own 
actions.  

Conclusion
And so again, at the end of chapter 2, the throne of David is saved because 
those who threatened the kingdom have been blown away like grass. It is a 
comfort to us, that the church’s enemies, no matter how much they rage, 
that they attempt a vain thing, when they seek destruction of Christ’s 
kingdom.  Christ’s throne is established, and the gates of hell cannot 
overcome it.

All righteous judgment is committed to the Lord Jesus, and, though he is the
Lamb of God, he is also the Lion of Judah.  Satan roared around Solomon’s 
kingdom like a lion seeking to destroy anyone he could, even Solomon, but 
the true lion has been revealed in Solomon’s vengeance.  

The fate of Abiathar, Joab, and Shimei, are pictures of the fate of all Gods 
enemies.  Those that will not have Christ to reign over them will be brought 
forth and slain.  Those who rebel against Christ will suffer the vengeance 
and wrath of God to their eternal condemnation.

In 1 Kings 1 we saw Solomon coming as the lamb of God, offering peace and
mercy to any who would ask him for it.  In chapter 2 we see Solomon as the
Lion of Judah, judging the wicked and taking his vengeance against those 
who rebelled against him.  

Solomon is still a type of Christ but now we see Christ at his second coming, 
in his wrath, in his judgement and in his righteousness, Solomon appears as 
Christ on a white horse, carrying not an olive branch, but a sword. 

And when Jesus returns, he will warmly greet his friends, but his vengeance 
on those who have rebelled against him will not be complete until every 
knee is bent and every head is bowed.  

But until the day that Jesus returns, Jesus remains for all sinners the Lamb 
of God, merciful to everyone who calls out his name and asks to be rescued 
from their sins.  If that is you, if you have not bent your knee and repented 
of your sins and begged for mercy, then I beg you, to think long and hard 
about which Jesus you would rather meet.  

END
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