
 Jesus promised He would return to Earth, 
and His promises never fail.

 All Christians have taught throughout the 
centuries that “He will come to judge
the living and the dead.

 However, two thousand years have passed 
since Jesus went to heaven and we are still 
awaiting His return.

 Are there any signs or clues that His 
second coming will happen soon?
Or is everything in the world to continue
as usual?

Alejandro Bullón, one of the renowned present-day 
evangelists, explains clearly and convincingly the true 
biblical answers to those very important questions. 
His answers are not based on assumptions or on false, 
mysterious or esoteric knowledge, but on what Jesus 
Himself taught. The author focuses on the only reliable 
source: the Gospel.
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7

And He told them a parable: “Behold the fig tree
and all the trees; as soon as they put forth leaves,
you see it and know for yourselves that summer
is now near. Even so you, too, when you see these
things happening, recognize that the kingdom of
God is near” (Luke 21:29-31).

Trim and physically fit at seventy years old, his hair
and beard whitened by time, the man with a gentle
face moved at a steady pace. He looked like a loving

grand father carrying a present to his grandchildren. At
least, that’s what anyone would think seeing him walk
down the streets of the city, with his dark suit, a leather
brief case in his right hand.

But the truth is different. The man didn’t have a present
for anyone. His briefcase hid a bomb—that is, a “bomb” in
the form of the news he was carrying. It was news that

Introduction
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would shake public opinion around the world and stir up
controversy. As the news spread, a lot of people thought the
old fellow was crazy. Others believed that he was engaged
in an exercise of self-promotion. At any rate, Ernie Cham -
bers, independent state senator in Nebraska, was known as
an old, argumentative, and irreverent politician.

On that morning of September 14, 2007, Senator Cham -
bers went into the Douglas County courthouse and filed
a lawsuit against God. He demanded that God stop caus-
ing so much terror in the world.

In the petition he filed, the African-American attor-
ney, who had never practiced law, accused God of caus-
ing “fearsome floods, egregious earthquakes, horrendous
hurricanes, terrifying tornadoes, pestilential plagues, fer -
o cious famines, devastating droughts, genocidal wars,
birth defects and the like.” He said the Deity was respon-
sible for “calamitous catastrophes resulting in the wide-
spread death, destruction and terrorization of millions
upon millions of the Earth’s inhabitants including innocent
babes, infants, children, the aged and infirm without mercy
or distinction,”1 and he asked the court for an injunction
ordering God to cease and desist.

Strange or quixotic though it may appear, Chambers’
lawsuit against God shows at least two things: the irrev-
erence of modern humanity, and more significantly, the
anxiety that millions of people feel today because of the
terrifying events taking place all around them. Strange
things are, indeed, happening to our planet.

At no previous time in recorded history have we seen
so many natural disasters in such a short period of time.
They have leveled entire cities and snuffed out thousands
of lives. According to a report of the U.N. International Panel
on Climate Change, if global warming continues at its
present rate, it could eradicate a fourth of the species of
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plants and animals of the earth by the year 2050. This
same report assures us that if all the ice in the Antarctic
were to melt, it would raise sea level by approximately
sixty one meters.2 Such a thing is terrifying to think about
when we realize that an increase of only six meters would
flood London, New York, and all the national capitals close
to the sea.

We can no longer fail to be concerned about such news.
Senator Chambers’ lawsuit may appear frivolous or absurd,
but it is coherent in its concern.

The atmospheric phenomena threatening the safety of
the planet are nothing less than terrifying. Is something
beyond human control about to take place? If not, how can
we explain so many natural disasters, so much suffering
and despair? How can we make sense of the scores of
floods, earthquakes, fires, volcanoes, and hurricanes? How
can we cope with the terror, desolation, and death that face
us on every hand? And the existential confusion that peo-
ple are experiencing? How do we explain so many people
destroying lives and dreams without mercy? For example,
how could a human being, supposedly the most intelli-
gent of creatures, drag a five-year-old child behind a car
to kill it? Or how could they kidnap innocent children to
humiliate them sexually and sell photos to the perverse
world of pornography? What went on in the mind of a
uni versity student who opened fire indiscriminately,
killing many of his classmates and afterward taking his
own life? What would lead youth today to spend billions
of dollars every year on drugs, supporting a vast criminal
underworld? What is it that they are looking for so des-
perately and not finding? Why do they do such things,
knowing that they are only destroying themselves? Some -
thing is wrong. The train of life has derailed and is hur tling
out of control over a precipice.
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This book takes a look at what is behind such events.
All of the seemingly incoherent acts of humanity and na -
tu re do have a rational explanation. Nature out of control,
human perversity, senseless wars, and famines and epi -
demics are only the visible part of what is happening in the
world. Behind the curtain of these apparently unrelated
facts something is lurking. As yet invisible and si lent, but
inexorable. While the present world doesn’t un der stand, a
Book predicted it centuries ago.

Jesus said: “Learn the parable of the fig tree: when its
branch is tender, and the figs come out, you know that
sum mer is near. Even so, you, when you see all these
things, know that it is near, even at the door” (Matthew
24:32, 33).

What is it that is near? What was Jesus talking about
when He spoke those words? The answer to these ques-
tions will change the course of history. And it will most
definitely affect your personal struggles and the destiny
of the people you love. This is the story of the climactic
end of the millennial conflict. Read this book and you
will understand.

1 “State Sen. Ernie Chambers Sues God.”
http://www.ketv.com/news/14133442/detail.html.

2 “Climate Change, 1995: The Science of Climate Change,” Contribution
of Working Group I to the Second Assessment Report of the In ter go -
vern mental Panel on Climate Change (Cambridge: Cambridge Uni ver -
si ty Press, 1996).
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“As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the
disciples came to Him privately, saying, ‘Tell us,
when will these things be, and what will be the
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?’”
(Matthew 24:3).

T he supreme moment was approaching, the critical
hour when the King of kings and Lord of lords, the
Creator of the universe and owner of the heavens and

the earth, would descend to the depths of humiliation. Nailed
to a cross reserved for the worst criminal, He would pay the
infinite price to ransom the human race. The price would be
His own blood. But through that blood He would rescue
hu manity from the power of death.

A dense cloud of sorrow and suffering hung over the
disciples like a messenger of doom. But they did not per -
ceive it. Maybe they were too human to understand the

What Are the Signs of His
Coming?

Chapter 1

JESUS IS COMING ENGLISH_Layout 1  1/9/14  10:42 AM  Page 11



JESUS IS COMING. WHEN? HOW?

12

things of the Spirit. The Master, however, was well aware
of the solemnity of the hour. While in a short time anguish
and loneliness would overwhelm them, He didn’t want
them to suffer. He loved them with an incomprehensible
and infinite love. How could He make them understand so
that they would be prepared for what was about to hap-
pen?

The Bible account says, “Jesus came out from the tem-
ple and was going away when His disciples came up to
point out the temple buildings to Him” (Matthew 24:1).
“Teacher,” they said, “behold what wonderful stones and
what wonderful buildings!” (Mark 13:1). Even though the
eternal destiny of humanity would be decided in a few
hours, the disciples were concerned only about material
things—the buildings of the temple.

The human mind is fascinated by glitter, by the things
it can perceive through its senses. The disciples could see
the temple. They could touch the polished blocks of lime-
stone and admire its gold furnishings and mighty co -
lumns.

Twenty centuries have passed and people are still fas-
cinated by what they can perceive with their physical sen -
ses. The spiritual dimension of life, however, continues to be
elusive. Once again, we are approaching a critical point in
history. But the great climax of events that looms just ahead
seems to be lost in the shadow of our humanity. The end of
time is hovering over us, but like the disciples of old, we’re
oblivious to it. All our attention is concentrated on the
things we can view with our physical eyes—the wars, vio -
lence, earthquakes, hurricanes, global warming, social ca -
la mi ties, and injustice that surround us on every side. Those
things fill our whole field of vision. But we are blind to their
meaning. So we look for quick-fix human solutions to re -
mo ve the dark shadows that cover the land.
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On that occasion, Jesus’ answer to His disciples left them
perplexed. “Do you not see all these things?” he as ked.
“Truly I say to you, not one stone here shall be left upon
another, which will not be torn down” (Matthew 24:2). The
disciples heard their Master’s words and concluded that
when He said this fabulous building would some day lie
in ruins He must be referring to the cataclysm that
would take place at the “end of the age.” In their minds,
how else could it be? Jesus had talked to them about His
return, so they reasoned that it must be at that time—at the
end of the age—when the temple would be destroyed.

Nevertheless, such a thought was extremely painful
to the disciples. It hurt them in a way that they didn’t know
how to explain. All their hopes in life centered on casting
off the hated Roman yoke from their nation. For genera-
tions their people had been waiting for the Messiah who
would take possession of the templeand lead the nation to
victory. Now Jesus was telling them that the temple would
lie in ruins.

The disciples had left everything to follow Jesus. They
had accepted Him as Lord of their lives. Now Jesus seemed
obsessed with death and destruction. Much as they might
try, they couldn’t make sense of what He was saying.

That sad afternoon they descended into the Kidron
Valley as if they were going down into the valley of death.
It was a silent and solemn procession. What Jesus had told
them continued to disturb the disciples, but they didn’t
have the courage to ask Him any more as they walked along.

As they climbed the slopes of the Mount of Olives they
were still troubled. When they had seated themselves on
the mountainside, they returned to the theme of the des -
truction of the temple, opening their hearts to Jesus. “Tell
us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign
of your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3).
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Then the Lord began to paint a picture of the world si tua -
 tion that would precede His return to Earth. He talked to
them about wars, rumors of war, earthquakes, false christs,
and of persecution to come.

Jesus had a special message for the disciples. They would
be witnesses to the Roman fury that would des troy the
tem ple only about thirty yeas later. Part of the signs of
Mathew 24 refer to what would happen just before the des -
truc tion of the temple. But Jesus had a message for us today
as well, because He also announced what would take place
at the end of the world.

As in Jesus’ time, people today urgently need to read
between the lines, to see beyond the terrifying events of
our time and understand their meaning. The signs of the
return of Christ presented in the Bible are a faithful des -
crip tion of what is happening today, a portrait of the
present world and its constant struggles with humanity
pitted against itself and with the mad fury of nature that
can no longer bear human bondage and is rebelling like a
wild colt.

The following is a description of some of the things
taking place today, events that will happen more fre-
quently as the end approaches. It is an urgent message.
But it is also a message of hope—an announcement of a
new day and a new world.

Our planet seems trapped in great darkness. The sha -
dows around us are frightening. But they are also en cou -
raging, because they are an evidence that the King is co ming.
The glorious dawning will soon be here. Ex pe rien ce has
taught us that the denser the darkness, the nearer the new
day. The darkness that surrounds us should give us great
hope.

I know by personal experience how valuable such hope
is. I needed it one night, when I was lost in the jungle. I had
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walked all day and my strength was gone. The Indian
guide who was with me thought it would be best to sleep
by the edge of the river.

“Tomorrow will be another day,” he told me, “and you
will be in better shape. It’s useless to continue walking in
the darkness.”

So we stopped. The darkness seemed to permeate even
the air that I breathed. It felt as if it was brushing against
my skin. All lives have those nights that are heavy and
dark with sadness. Mystic poet Saint John of the Cross
called them “dark nights of the soul.” That night in the jun-
gle was for me one of those—a night that seemed eternal.

I could not sleep. The night sounds and the darkness
seemed threatening. It must have been about 4:00 or 5:00
in the morning when I asked the guide if the night was get-
ting darker or was it just my imagination.

“It’s not just your imagination,” he told me. “The night
really has gotten darker. That means that in a few minutes
the sun will be coming out.”

And it was so. Ten minutes later we saw the first rays
of dawn, and soon the sun crept over the horizon. When
I could see its golden rays smiling at me in the distance I
knew I was safe.

The night of this world is getting darker and darker.
Grief, pain, and death surround us. Injustice, misery, and
hunger lurk everywhere. At times it seems that all is lost.
But it isn’t. The night of this world will soon end. The sun-
light of a new day will burst on the horizon.

And even while we wait for Jesus’ return, He is here
with us now. “Stay by my side,” he says through His Holy
Spirit. “Trust me to go with you through the hours of dark-
ness that are still ahead.”

What will you do? Will you accept His invitation?
The answer is yours alone.
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“And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars,
do not be frightened; those things must take place;
but that is not yet the end. For nation will arise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.
… These things are merely the beginning of birth
pangs” (Mark 13:7, 8).

T he child stared with terror at the man with the black
hood. The weapon pointing at his head filled him with
horror, and he trembled. He didn’t have the courage

to look at the bottle of yellow liquid that he held in his left
hand. In desperation he began to cry. What can a six-year-
old child do except cry under such brutal circumstances?

“Drink it or I’ll kill you!”
The voice of the big man sounded threatening. Ivan

had no other choice as he drank his own urine.
How could we find words to describe such a scene?

Any  thing you could say is too much—or maybe not enough.
Better to pretend it didn’t happen. Maybe that way we will be

Wars and Rumors of War

Chapter 2
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less embarrassed to admit that we, too, are hu man and that
our kind has become little more than animals.

It all happened on a Wednesday, the first of Sep tem ber.
The large clock on the central building of the elementary
school announced that it was 9:40 in the morning. It was a
typical summer morning. In the school the stu dents, teach-
ers, and parents were getting ready to start a program called
“Festival of Learning.”

Suddenly shots rang out, followed by cursing, threats,
and blows. In a fraction of second, thirty-two men and wo -
men armed to the teeth, their faces covered by black hoods,
seized control of the school. A few minutes later they had
in their power 1,300 hostages.1

The invaders marched their captives to the school gym -
nasium and began to lay out an enormous quantity of ex -
plo sives to protect themselves in case of attack. The special
security forces of the national army quickly surrounded the
school, prepared to rush in at the first careless move by the
terrorists. The hostages will never forget their three days of
horror. War had spilled into their peaceful school. Jesus said
it a long time ago: “You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars” (Matthew 24:6). It would be one of the signs that would
announce His return to earth.

At first the invaders made no demands. They simply
threatened to kill twenty hostages every time the security
for ces wounded one of their own number. Their leader an -
noun ced to the press that he would give the children nei-
ther food nor water. Some children would tell later that
when they asked for water, the terrorists forced them to
drink their own urine.

Friday, September 3, was a hot day. The children were
suffocating in the gym. No one imagined the approaching
tragedy. (Within only ninety-three days after this incident
another tragedy of catastrophic dimensions would shake
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the world: a killer tsunami would wipe off the map entire
cities and sweep away 200,000 lives.)

The eyes of the world waited to see the outcome of the
attack on the defenseless children. Suddenly a bomb ex p lo -
 ded. Cries of anguish filled the gymnasium. Special for ces
took advantage of the panic and rushed in to seize con trol
of the situation. The air stank of gunpowder, blood, and death
as well as terror and desperation. The hostage situation was
over. The final result: 376 dead and 700 woun ded.

But the incident was just one drop in an increasing tor-
rent. People fight and kill each other almost without a rea-
son. As I write these lines, news reports have just come in of
a pregnant woman assaulted by three men. According to the
men, they were in a hurry, and she didn’t get out of their way
fast enough. The time they spent beating up the de  fen  se   less
woman was much more than the second they would have
had to wait for her to get out of the way.

We have grown accustomed to living in a climate of
cons  tant hostility. One of the most currently active wars has
already cost thousands of lives of innocent people, peo ple
who had nothing to do with the political interests in vol ved.
At first everyone avidly followed the events of the conflict.
Now, in spite of the deaths of dozens every day, people have
lost interest. It has become so routine that no one pays atten-
tion anymore.

Today, no one knows who might be carrying a bomb.
The enemy is everywhere and faceless. Everyone is afraid.

Once when I was traveling, a passenger seated beside
me in the airplane asked, “Haven’t there always been wars
since human beings first appeared on earth? Didn’t Cain
kill his brother Abel? How can ‘wars and rumors of war’
be a sign of the Second Coming?”

It is true, of course. Since the entrance of sin people ha ve
always lived in a climate of war. It is the result of their own
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inner struggle—of their conflicts and unhappiness, of their
estrangement from God. Nevertheless, ne ver in history has
there been so much tension and violen ce as today.

Two terrible conflicts shook the past century. Up until
that time the world had never seen such devastation. World
War I killed ten million people and World War II fifty-five
million. In a radio transmission from Hiroshima in 1945
after the explosion of the first atomic bomb, William Ripley
said, “I am standing in the place where the end of the world
began.” However, those wars were not the sign of the end.
Jesus had said: “You will hear of wars and rumors of war;
see that you be not troubled, it is necessary that all this hap-
pens, but the end is not yet” (Mattew 24: 6, 7).

The climate of war that is part of our lives today is not
limited to international incidents. What weakens the fun-
damental structure of most countries today is their inter-
nal conflicts. International wars are becoming the excep-
tion. Of the fifty-six important armed conflicts recorded in
the past decade, only three involved one country against
an other. All the rest were internal struggles, although in
four teen of them foreign troops intervened on one side or
another.2

On the other hand, while wars between wealthy coun-
tries dominated the first half of the past century, the ma -
jority of the conflicts of today take place among the poorest
of the world. Nations that can’t even feed themselves
now squander their most precious resources pitting cit-
izen against citizen.3

Studies by experts show a definite relationship between
armed conflicts and world hunger. One problem leads to
another. Financial recessions throw millions of people into
misery, and hunger follows natural disasters and wars.4

In our day many countries suffer from internal conflicts
led by so-called rebel guerrillas. Internal conflicts generally
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take place in rural areas, where the defenseless subsistence
farmers bear the disastrous consequences. The people hurt
the most are the least responsible for what is happening.

The guerrillas interrupt food production and cause hun -
ger by looting the crops, cattle, and food reserves of the farm-
ers. The constant movements of the armed revolutionaries
keep people from working, discourage agriculture, and dis-
rupt the transportation routes through which farm produce
can reach, market.

The various factions force young people to join the figh -
ting, removing them from the productive sector of society.
The resulting increase in hunger remains long after the vio-
lence has passed. What can be done in a land where goods
have been destroyed, people have been killed and wounded,
the population has fled to escape the danger, and where the
damage to the environment has become irre pa ra ble?5

Even worse are the land mines scattered across agricul-
tural land that kill and maim people and discourage them
from farming for decades after the conflicts have ceased.

After World War II many believed that the world would
have peace. During those years arms expenditure dropped
by 37 percent, and people talked of international peace and
harmony.6

But it turned out to be an illusion! Prophecy had fore-
told that things would go from bad to worse: “While they
are saying, ‘Peace and safety!’ then destruction will come
upon them suddenly” (1 Thessalonians 5:3). And it was
true. The dream came to an abrupt end in 1988. Since that
year, arms sales around the world have been growing out
of control. Today, they amount to the scandalous sum of
835 billion euros per year. That is fifteen times more than
the total spent on humanitarian and other aid. What is even
worse, the expenditure was the greatest in the poorest
coun tries of the world.
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New orders in the arms trade have grown exponentially
in recent years. Ironically, the five principal providers of arms
are all permanent members of the U.N. Security Council. Do
you think there will soon be peace at this rate?7

“But I don’t feel anything like that,” a young university
student told me the other day.

Maybe you don’t feel it either, especially if you live in
city in which guerrilla warfare may be less apparent. But
you may be used to another type of violence that you are,
in fact, aware of. Do you hesitate to go into dark places
when night comes, even around your own neighborhood?
Are there areas in your own city where you wouldn’t want
to venture even by day? Urban violence, the other unend-
ing war, is a constant part of the experience of people who
live in the big cities of the world.

We usually think that wars today rage only in the Mid -
dle East or in the inaccessible mountain regions where or -
ga nized guerrillas hide. It is true that the worst war of the
ear ly twenty-first century has cost more than 226,000 lives.
The dead during the invasion of that country were 11,405
including soldiers, guerrillas, and civilians. But ano ther
great country of the world has had a silent war hardly no  ti ced
by the news media. It kills 48,000 people a year.8 Du ring a
five-year period 240,000 have died on its violent streets. Or -
ga nized crime has succeeded in paralyzing an en  tire me ga
metropolis, killing 20 police officers a day. Truck hi jac king
has a stranglehold on the roads, drugs trafficking con trols
the poor neighborhoods, and arms trafficking and con tra -
band are rampant. And all of that generates panic among the
ci ti zens. Nevertheless, the country is “not at war.”9

With an average of 500 kidnappings per month (more
than 16 a day), another great metropolis is considered one
of most dangerous cities in the world. In that city the kid-
napping industry costs $70 million a year, and the middle
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class is obliged to use special armor as a normal accessory
on their vehicles.10

The situation is similar in many other great cities of the
planet. In the past year 4.2 million people became victims of
crime in one city alone. Any other metropolis of the world
could show equally startling statistics. For many millions of
people violence on the streets is a grotesque part of their
daily lives.11

We see the words of Jesus being fulfilled on a daily
basis. Wars and rumors of wars, fratricidal conflicts, and
senseless destruction take place on every hand. Thinking
men and women everywhere are trying to understand
what is happening, but they can’t make sense of it.

In 1984 I led out in an evangelistic crusade in the Na -
tio nal Stadium of Lima, Peru. Forty thousand people filled
the stadium night after night. They were eager to hear the
good news of the gospel. One month later I re cei ved a let-
ter from a member of the guerilla movement that had
brought so much suffering to my people. “I went to the Na -
tio nal Stadium, not because I was interested in what you
had to say,” the writer declared. “I was there fulfilling a
mission assigned by my group. We are present every-
where, with our eyes and ears open. I went to the stadium
fulfilling a routine duty. I am not an evil person. I simply
am a dreamer. I dream of a free country, in which chil dren
are born with hope and not condemned to a life of ex ploi -
ta tion and suffering. Unfortunately, to build that coun try it
is necessary to destroy the established society. I thought
that in order to do that I had to pay the price, and that price
is the shedding of innocent blood. But that night I heard
you talk about Jesus. I understood that all the blood that
was necessary has already been shed on the cross of Cal -
va ry. But what do you want me to do now with the mem-
ory of my crimes? What can I do with the nightmares that
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scream at me every time I try to sleep? How can I get out
of my mind the image of innocent people pleading on their
knees for me not kill them? Where can I go with my pain,
with my past, with the terrible weight of my guilt?”

It was a cry of desperation from a human heart. What
can I do? Where can I go? In the midst of that whirlwind of
struggles and afflictions, I invite you to listen to the gentle
voice of Jesus: “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to
you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your
heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful” (John 14:27). During
the time of conflict and war in which we live, there could
ne ver be a better invitation. 

Will you accept it?
The answer is yours alone.

1 José Eduardo Varela, “O masacre dos Inocentes”, Revista VEJA, Edi -
ción Nº 1.870 (September 12, 2004).

2 Sigrun Mogedal, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for Norway,
“The Economics of Civil War”, document presented at the World
Bank Conference on the Economics and Politics of Civil War, Oslo,
Norway (2001).

3 Ibid.
4 Rome Declaration on World Food Security: World Food Summit De -
cla ra tion and Plan of Action, (UN Food and Agriculture Or ga ni za -
tion [FAO], June 10-13, 2002).

5 More than four million people have died in violent conflicts since
1989, and thirty-seven million have had to flee as refugees. Land
mines claim more than 25,000 victims per year, hindering recon-
struction and development (World Bank, 2000).

6 I have obtained the information on military spending and arms trad-
ing from the following sources: Conversion Survey, 2001 (Bonn: In ter -
national Center for Conversion, 2001); The Military Balance 2001-2002
(International Institute for Strategic Studies); Data Base of World Mili ta -
ry Expenditure and Arms (Arms Control and Disarmament Agency of
the United States).

7 Juan Carlos Casté, “World Food Conference,” Rome, 1974; <www.ca -
to  licismo.com.br/>, Aug. 1, 2008.
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8 “Violencia: O Qué fazer?”, <http://opiniaopublica.com.br/interna.php>
9 Ibid.
10 “Industria do Secuestro Asola América Latina”, <www.forumsegu-

ranca.org.br/>.
11 “Situación actual de la delincuencia en México”, <www.campusa-

nuncios.com/detanuncio-91009X-situacion-actual-Madrid.html>.
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“For false Christs and false prophets will arise and
will show great signs and wonders, so as to mis lead,
if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 24:24).

As he moves with carefully studied gestures his speech
mingles irony and bravado. A watch set with dia-
monds adorns his wrist, he travels from place to place

in luxurious vehicles, and he lives in a $7 million mansion.
He says he is the Christ reincarnate. When journalists ask
why he uses expensive clothing if Jesus walked on the earth
with an old tunic and a pair of worn sandals, he replies, “In
my first coming I was here to suffer and die. Now I have
come back to reign.”

Born in Puerto Rico, José Luis Miranda has two tattoos
with the numbers 666 on his forearm. He claims to be both
Christ and the antichrist because he teaches a different mes-
sage from the one proclaimed by the suffering Jesus.
“Now,” ac cor ding to Miranda, “he is a king reincarnate and
victorious.”1

False Christs and False
Prophets

Chapter 3

JESUS IS COMING ENGLISH_Layout 1  1/9/14  10:42 AM  Page 27



JESUS IS COMING. WHEN? HOW?

28

And he’s not the only one. In a house in Boqueirao, Cu -
ri ti ba, in Brazil, a curtain opens and there appears decked
out in a white tunic and a red cape, with a crown of thorns
on his head and a wooden scepter in his left hand, the former
vegetable salesman Luri Thais, 49. He sits on a throne and
declares in cathedral tones: “I am Inri Christ, the son of God,
the reincarnation of Jesus, the way, the truth and the life.”2

For a number of years this “Inri Christ” has been tour-
ing the world. Expelled from England, he went to France.
During the past few years he established his headquar-
ters in Brasilia.

Meanwhile, in a remote corner of Siberia, in a little vil-
lage called “The House of the Dawn,” a gentle man with a
white tunic, long brown hair, and a timid, enigmatic smile
says he is the Christ, who has come back to save humanity.
He doesn’t tell this to everyone—only to his disciples. But
there are thousands of them, and they worship him as a true
god. They believe he is a reincarnation of Jesus Christ. His
birth name is Sergei Torop, a former Russian soldier. He calls
himself Vassarion and says he is “the giver of new life.”

Kevin Sullivan, a journalist from the United States, pub-
lished in the Washington Post an interview with a number of
Vassarion’s disciples. What they told Sullivan surprised him.
Lula Derbina, for example, was a translator for the In ter na -
 tio nal Red Cross, and she has found in Vassarion what she had
been looking for all her life. “I fully believe he is Je sus Christ. I
know that as surely as I know I am breathing,” she sta ted.

Galina Oshepkova, 54, was recently divorced and the
mo  ther of two children when someone showed her a video.
In it she heard Vassarion state that he had returned to Earth
be cause people had forgotten the words and teachings he
left 2,000 years ago. “I felt my heart pounding and I knew:
‘This is true.’ He really is the one. He is the second incarna-
tion of Christ.”3
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Jesus mentioned false christs as a sign of His return to
Earth, but it seems clear that He was not referring only to
the ones I have just mentioned, or to the dozens of others
who have appeared in the past and will certainly con tinue
to do so in the future.

He also said there would be false prophets—people who
believe that God has sent them to offer instant solutions to
our problems. They make promises of miraculous healing
and financial prosperity. Many of them claim that the bless-
ings are reserved for people who have “faith” measured by
the amount of money they send in. Such “pro phets” have
proliferated during the past few years, with new ones
ap pearing every day. They have learned how to use radio,
television, and other media to reach the masses. Some of
them have built extensive financial empires.

They support their arguments by “testimonies” of peo-
ple who claim they have had miracles performed for them.
They even quote the Bible to affirm that “no one can do
these signs that You do unless God is with him” (John 3:2).
Here’s what Jesus said about them: “Not everyone who
says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven;
but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven.
Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out de mons,
and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I will
declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you
who practice lawlessness’” (Matthew 7:21-23).

How could people who work miracles and do wonder-
ful things in the name of Jesus not have His approval? The
answer is in the text: They never did the will of the Father.
Instead they acted according to their own way of doing
and seeing things.

In a way, all such false prophets and people who say
they are the Christ are a fulfillment of prophecy, but the
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matter goes beyond deluded people or those who take
advantage of and benefit from the credulity and fanati-
cism of others. When Jesus spoke of false christs he said
that they would “show great signs and wonders, so as
to mislead, if possible, even the elect” (Matthew 24:24).
The elect—those who have accepted God’s invitation to
turn aside from lying and deception, from all that is false
and live only by the truth—would not be easily deceived
by a miraculous healing or believe simply because some-
one says they are the reincarnation of Jesus.

If even enlightened people can be deceived it is be cau se
the matter is much more serious than we may have thought.
The key word here is “deceived.” Accor ding to Je sus, dur-
ing the last days there will be a deception so clever, so pow-
erful, that it will sweep away millions. Who will be behind
this deception and how will it come about? The Bible gives
us the answer.

In the book of Revelation we find that the father of lies,
the master of deception in the last days, will be the same
one who in the beginning swept away a third of the angels
with His seduction and lies. The apostle John saw this in
vi sion: “And the great dragon was thrown down, the ser-
pent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives
the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him” (Revelation 12:9).

Note that one of the characteristics of this evil being is
that he “deceives the whole world.” Specializing in de cep -
tion instead of force, he convinces people and makes them
want to follow him. They actually believe in what he teach-
es and are convinced that he is right.

The strategy he uses to persuade the multitudes to fol-
low him voluntarily is one of seduction and lies. Jesus des -
cribed the deceiver as someone who “has not re mai ned in the
truth, because there is no truth in him. When ever he speaks a
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lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the
father of lies” (John 8:44).

The last battle, the one that the book of Revelation calls
“Armageddon” and that will take place just before the re -
turn of Christ, will not be a conflict involving cannons or
mis siles. It will not be East against West, nor socialism
against capitalism. The last battle of the ages will be between
reality and fiction, between truth and error, between good
and evil. And its battlefield is the human mind.

The enemy is a liar by nature, and he will attempt to de -
cei ve as many as possible in the last days of history, includ-
ing even the most cautious. To achieve this, of course, he
will not come as he truly is. If he did that no one would be -
lieve him. The apostle Paul says that the enemy will cam-
ouflage himself. “Even Satan disguises himself as an angel
of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14). If he “disguises himself as an
“angel of light,” that means he will be a spiritual, religious
personality, a miracle worker. If not, he would never be able
to trick so many people with his clever schemes.

The apostle Paul describes the way the deceiver will
seek to achieve his goals: “Now we request you, brethren,
with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, … that
you may not be quickly shaken … Let no one in any way
de ceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes
first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of des -
truction, who opposes and exalts himself above every so-
called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, displaying himself as being God” (2 Thes -
 salonians 2:1-4).

Here we have a vital key to understanding the matter.
The apostle states that before the Lord Jesus returns to earth
we will see this “apostasy” and the coming of the “man of
sin.” Who is the “man of sin” that he refers to? What is the
“apostasy” he is talking about, and when will it happen?
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Paul himself mentions other characteristics of the “man
of sin.” He says that he “opposes and exalts himself above
every so-called god or object of worship.” But he exalts him-
self against God in a strange way. He “opposes” without
opposing. Instead of speaking against God, he disguises
himself, “displaying himself as God,” and “he takes his seat
in the temple of God.” The “man of sin” fights against God
by pretending to be God. Multitudes believe him, follow
him, and accept his teaching. But in doing so they naturally
fall into apostasy—that is, rebellion against God.

Do you know of any religious power in our time that
attributes to itself divine power? Have you ever seen a reli-
gious institution that pretends to have authority even to
change what is written in the Word of God? That would be
scary! The day that you witness human beings exalting
themselves as God’s exclusive representative, you can know
that this is part of the fulfillment of Bible prophecy.

Jesus said that when the time of His return is near, we
will see “the abomination of desolation which was spoken
of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place
(let the reader understand)” (Matthew 24:15). The phrase
“let the reader understand” is in parentheses. Not all will
understand. It will depend on the attitude with which we
search for the truth. God reveals Himself only to those who
seek Him with sincerity and humility of heart.

And what is this “abomination of desolation” that the
pro  phet Daniel talks about? To learn the answer we need to
go to the book of Daniel in which we read about a religious
power that “will speak words against the Most High, and the
saints of the Most High will break, and think to change times
and the law” (Daniel 7:25). It says that this power “grew up
to the host of heaven” and “even magnified itself to be equal
with the Commander of the host … and it will fling truth to
the ground and perform its will and prosper” (Daniel 8:10-12).
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Notice that, at some point in history, this religious power
would attempt to “change times and the law” and that it
would “fling truth to the ground.” Why such hatred for
truth? Because behind this power is the father of lies. Truth
and lies are like light and darkness—they don’t be long
together. The enemy of God would invent a false and deceit-
ful law to get people’s attention away from the true law.4 He
would do all this using his weapons of choice: de cep tion
and seduction.

Deception is a key word for understanding Satan’s plan.
The dictionary says that it means, “To give a lie the appear-
ance of truth. To induce someone to believe and hold to be
certain what is not.” As a result, deception in vol ves direct-
ing someone into error, to lead them astray. In Matthew 24
Jesus repeats the warning against deception four times, say-
ing that it will be the most powerful instrument of the enemy
in the last days.

The apostle Paul continues his description of the “man
of sin,” declaring that those who follow him will be lost be -
cau se they fail to “receive the love of the truth.” Instead,
they prefer to “believe a lie.”

At this point we need to ask: What truth is Paul talking
about? What truth are they rejecting? Where do we find this
truth? Jesus answered that question many centuries ago
when He prayed for His disciples, saying, “Sanctify them
through thy truth; thy word is truth” (John 17:17, KJV).

There are times when we need to stop and think. It can
be painful to confront the truth, because in the truth there
exists a world of possibilities that lead toward the un -
known and that inspire fear. But did you ever stop to think
what would have happened if Newton hadn’t been willing
to learn the truth when the apple fell on his head? Or if one
day Christopher Columbus had not been willing to strike
out into the unknown?
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The Bible tells us that in the days just before the return
of Christ many people will prefer to believe error. Maybe
they find it more comfortable and less painful than the
truth—like the cancer patient who prefers to have the doc-
tor tell him it isn’t so, hoping that the disease will go away.

But the apostle saw even beyond that. He said that a
“man of sin,” or “man of lawlessness,” will originate the
big gest and most daring scheme ever, a masterpiece of de -
cep tion: he will imitate the return of Christ. Thus he will
come, says the apostle, “in accord with the activity of Satan,
with all power and signs and false wonders, and with all
the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because
they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved”
(2 Thessalonians 2:8-10). Do you see that the apostle is talk-
ing about a falsification here, an imitation of the return of
Christ so clever that it nearly fools even God’s people?

It is interesting to notice the word coming. It is the Greek
parousia. Paul employs the word when he refers to the
deception of the “lawless one,” but it is the same word that
the New Testament uses to refer to the glorious manifesta-
tion of the Lord Jesus Christ. Is this a coincidence? Of
course not. The apostle chose the word intentionally, to
emphasize the nearly perfect imitation of the return of
Christ by this “lawless one.” The evil one has planned
everything with great care in his attempt to make multi-
tudes believe that his imitation is the true second advent of
Jesus.

It will be the masterpiece of satanic deception. He is pre -
paring the world for it right now, as you read this. Ob serve
the popular themes of the movies, literature, and electronic
games that millions buy today. We live in a culture sa tu rated
with magic, with the supernatural and extraterrestrial.
Children come to believe that such things are real. On the
other hand, notice the paranormal phenomena carried out
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by spiritism. Why wouldn’t people believe in an evil spirit
who comes disguised as Christ and does such spectacular
things?

Notice two ideas found in this text. First, this false pa -
rou sia, is “according to the power of Satan.” a super natural
and evil power behind it. Although it is accompanied by
signs and wonders, it is still evil. John said as much when
he described this satanic power in the book of Revelation:
“And he performs great signs, so that he even makes fire
come down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of
men. And he deceives those who dwell on the earth be  cau se
of the signs which it was given him to perform in the pres-
ence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to
make an image to the beast who had the wound of the
sword and has come to life” (Revelation 13:13, 14). Satanic
power “deceives those who dwell on the earth.” The signs
and wonders convince people. They accept the deception as
if it were the truth of God.

Thus signs and miracles are not necessarily evidence
that God is at work. “It was given” to this evil one to do
miracles. God allowed him to do genuine miracles. As a
result human beings run the risk of being deceived and ser -
ving as instruments of evil, believing that they are doing
things in Jesus’ name especially when the supernatural is
present.

The second thought that comes from this verse is that
such deception works with those who do not “love the
truth,” with those who are not fervent students of the Word
of God, who are not willing to receive and obey it. Whether
they do so because of fear, or because of preconceived
ideas, or for whatever reason, they still have not accepted
the truth found only in the Word of God.

It was because of the falsification of His coming that
Jesus warned His disciples, “Then if anyone says to you,
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‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do not believe
him. … If therefore they say to you, ‘Behold, He is in the
wilderness,’ do not go forth, or, ‘Behold, He is in the inner
rooms,’ do not believe them” (Matthew 24:23-26).

I was talking a short time ago with Armando Juárez, a
Mexican writer who lives in the United States, and he said
to me, “Imagine what would happen if one day a spaceship
were to land at some capital of the world. All the news media
would send their reporters and camera crews to cover the
event. Then what if, before the eyes of the whole world, a
radiant charismatic being were to step out, who claims to be
Christ? Who would dare to doubt if it performs miracles that
can be proved scientifically?”

The only protection against such a deception is a pro-
found knowledge of the Word of God. Jesus said, “You
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). But we live in a day when few people really
care that much about knowing the truth. Ignorant of the
fundamental principles of the Word of God, they have no
clue as to what Scripture actually says about anything. They
dedicate their effort and energy to fantasy instead of taking
the time to study the Bible and understand it.

The Lord Jesus Christ told His disciples how things would
be at the time of His return. He said: “For just as the lightning
comes from the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall the
coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:27).

The second coming of Jesus will be visible to everyone.
The countless millions who live on our planet will see Him
approaching in glory. “Every eye shall see Him,” wrote the
apostle John (Revelation 1:7). Afterward he tried to
describe in human terms what the Lord showed Him in
symbolic vision: “And I saw heaven opened; and behold, a
white horse, and He who sat upon it is called Faithful and
True” (Revelation 19:11). This mighty horseman, of course,
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is Jesus, and Scripture here refers to Him as the one who is
“True.” He is authentic and genuine. The other is an imita-
tion—the father of lies, the deceiver.

John continues his description: “His eyes are a flame of
fire, and upon His head are many diadems; and He has a
name written upon Him which no one knows except
Himself. … His name is called The Word of God. And the
armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white
and clean, were following Him on white horses. … And on
His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, ‘KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS’” (verses 12-16).

Christ returns to put an end to the history of sin. Then
there will be no more suffering, no more tears. Death will
never again snatch away a loved one from our side. The
sorrows and tragedies of this life will be over. “And He
shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall
no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mour n -
ing, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away” (Re -
ve lation 21:4).

When I was a little boy, I ran away from home one day
for fear of being punished. I had done something wrong and
knew that my mother would be settling accounts with me
soon. So I ran and ran and ran, believing that at the infinite
point of the horizon I could hide from my mistakes. Afraid
to stop, I ran not knowing where I was going. I simply ran.

The sun was setting over the wheat fields. The shadows
of night mingled with my fears, imprisoning me. The dis-
tant call of the owls seemed like mocking laughter. Tired,
cold, and hungry, I curled up under the eaves of an aban-
doned house, overcome by fatigue. I have no idea how long
I slept. I only know that I woke up startled. A hand was
gently brushing my face. It was my mother.

“It’s OK, son,” she whispered tenderly in my ear. “You
ran too much. Now it’s time to go back. Let’s go home.”
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This is the most beautiful truth of all time. You, too,
have run too much. You have suffered, you have wept. But
Jesus says, “You’ve run enough, my child. Now it’s time to
go home. Come! I’ll show you the way.”

Will you accept His invitation?
The answer is yours alone.

1 “Pastor with 666 Tattoo Claims to Be Divine”, <www.cnn.com/2007/
US/02/16/miami.preacher/>, Aug. 1, 2008.

2 “Profetas ou malucos?” <www.terra.com.br/istoe/politica/ 143729.htm>,
Aug. 1, 2008.

3 “Russian Orthodoxy and Religious Pluralism: Post-Soviet Challenges,”
<www.cerc.unimelb.edu.au/publications/CERCWP012003.pdf> Aug.
1, 2008.

4 The law given by God and written with His own finger appears in
Exodus 20:3-17.
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“For even though they knew God, they did not
honor Him as God, or give thanks; but they became
futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart
was darkened. Professing to be wise, they became
fools… for they exchanged the truth of God for
a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather
than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen” 
(Romans 1:21-25).

The sun was kissing New York City passionately that
August day in 1995, sending the temperature into triple
digits. I tried to cool off with an ice-cold lemonade at a

bar in Rockefeller Center.
I was in the heart of Manhattan. My teacher, a French -

man born in the United States, was having a beer. We had
never spoken outside the classroom before, or discussed
anything except academic subjects. Now he asked me who

Religious Skepticism and
Secularism

Chapter 4
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I was and what I did. When he heard my answer, his expres-
sion changed. Taking another slow draft of beer, he looked
at me like a lost child and asked, “Is it possible to believe in
God today?”

Sensing the irony in his voice, I smiled and kept on drin k -
ing my lemonade.

From then on, every time we spoke the teacher guided
our conversation to matters of religion. He claimed to have
no spiritual quest. Instead, he just wanted to prove to me
that God doesn’t exist. I let him talk. Listening carefully to
what they have to say upsets such individuals and con fuses
them. They get tangled in the spider web of their own rea-
soning. That’s why I listen and smile.

The mind of this distinguished man, apparently success-
ful in life, was brilliant and inquisitive. His ability to argue
was outstanding. He could easily prove to anyone that it is
night even if the sun is shining brightly overhead. Accor d -
ing to his view of things, he and everything he has achieved
in life are absolute proof that human beings have no need of
God.

The days went by. Nothing is more effective than time
for analyzing the consistency of concepts. During one of our
last conversations he made a show of arguments against the
existence of God. I saw no need to keep on discussing the
matter, but he insisted. I began to wonder what he was re ally
trying to accomplish. Finally when he stop ped for breath, I
said,

“All right, professor, let’s just imagine that you are
right. There really is no God. And let’s imagine too that you
have a son, an only son who is 20 years old and in the flower
of life. A son you love, for whom you would gladly give
your life. To your sorrow, he gets addicted to drugs. You, as
his father, have already done all you can to help him. You
look for the best specialists, you place him in the finest
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rehabi litation programs, you weep, you cry out and suffer.
But nothing and no one is able to do anything to help your
son get free from the clutches of the vice. But you have
attempted to prove to me that God does not exist. Tell me,
then, where will you turn if He doesn’t? What hope is there
for your son?”

The man shifted nervously from one side to another on
the brown sofa. His eyes seemed moist. Usually they
pierced right through me. This time the eyes were sad. I
could see the emotion on his face. Suffering and pain.
Without realizing it, I had touched an open wound in his
heart. For a moment he attempted to say something, but did
not succeed. Wordlessly, he got up, nodded goodbye and
left. And as he departed, I saw him discreetly wipe away
a tear.

The following day I learned that he did have a son. An
only son—20 years old—who has been completely de  s -
troyed by drugs. Now I think I can understand his rebel-
lion, his strange intellectual pride, even the irony of his
ques  tions.

Some weeks later, before returning to Brazil, I stopped
by to take leave of my professor. He accompanied me in
silence to the ground floor. There we embraced. We both
knew our conversation had not yet finished. He was emo-
tional. Words didn’t come, though—they had stuck in his
throat. Suddenly he swallowed and whispered in my ear.

“Pastor, you know I don’t believe in God, but you do.
Please, ask Him to help my boy.”

I felt sorry for this distinguished scholar. It made me sad
to see his eyes filled with tears, feeling helpless before the
misfortune of the son he loves, and yet incapable of seeking
a solution with God. He was the product of a generation of
the time just before the second coming of Jesus. The apostle
Paul describes it this way: “For even though they knew
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God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but
they became futile in their speculations” (Romans 1:21).

The basic problem of people in our time is pride. They
have, indeed, become “futile in their speculations.” The Spa -
nish journalist Francisco Umbral, a columnist for the news -
paper El Mundo, illustrates the apostle’s statement. Shortly
before he died he wrote: “Nietzsche and all the others that
we know about shut the door on the old world de creeing the
death of God and the loneliness of man. This is Modernity,
and there is nothing to do about it. Archaic ins ti tu tions, such
as the church, are living today only for residual reasons.”1

Umbral could have cited Kant, Schopenhauer, Feuer -
bach, Marx, or Freud to show his modernity. We shouldn’t
be surprised. The Bible said it a long time ago. In our current
era called “postmodern” we find an abundance of such
thinking. It is a general tendency, especia lly in the devel-
oped countries. Many intellectuals think and offer their
opinions with a “pride of reasoning.” Liking to be called
free thinkers, they do not wish to have a commitment with
any thing or anyone. And even less with someone they could
never see or touch, such as God.

Some are deists. They believe in a God who created and
then forgot about His creation and has nothing more to do
with it. Others are agnostics who claim it’s impossible to
know if God exists. Finally, there are atheists, who are sure
that He doesn’t.

Such thinkers consider God “an outmoded, archaic, in -
fantile concept.” Attacking Him has become fashionable.
Some time ago the French philosopher Michel Onfray wrote
his Atheist Manifesto.2 In France alone it sold 200,000 copies.
Onfray declares confidently in one passage of the book:
“The last god will disappear with the last of men, and with
the last of men will disappear fear, anxiety, those machines
that produce divinities.”
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Maybe Onfray is not alone in his concepts. Richard
Daw kins, the English biologist, wrote a book of the same
kind called The God Delusion.3 It is a desperate effort to pro ve
that God is nothing more than a myth that time has at last
over come. Furthermore, the British-American journalist,
Chris topher Hitchens,4 who lives in Washington, D.C., pub-
lished God Is Not Great, and the North American phi lo so pher
Sam Harris recently wrote Letter to a Christian Na tion.5 In it
Harris defends himself from the criticism that he re cei ved
after his first book, in which he considered the idea of God to
be ridiculous.

All these authors have something in common. For them,
human beings have no need of God or of His help to be good
citizens. They say that morality does not depend on religion
and that an atheist can be ethical and good. And that is all
that one needs to be happy. Such individuals find support
for their ideas in the neurosciences, whose “discoveries”
pro ve that even chimpanzees have moral ideas and feel em -
pathy and solidarity, yet “they never pray or believe in God.”6

The point here is not whether someone who rejects God
can have moral criteria or not. Morality is not the exclusive
domain of Christians. The point is that Bible prophecy fore-
told that during the last days of earth his tory such thinking
would become more and more common. Today, not believ-
ing in God is almost a rule among intellectuals. One survey
of scientists concludes that 60 percent of them are atheists.7

However, if we look at the world from a broader per-
spective we will see that in spite of the skepticism of many
there is an apparent awakening of human beings in favor of
religiosity. For example, in Holland, often considered the
most agnostic country of Europe, a surprising return to
prayer has developed.

A few years ago some Dutch Christians started what
they called the “Prayer in the Workplace Movement.” At
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first, hardly anyone paid any attention to it. Why should
they take notice? After all, Holland was destined to become
an agnostic country, and many considered prayer “an irra-
tional although inoffensive pastime.”

Nevertheless, today, “prayer in the workplace” is be co -
ming an accepted phenomenon, with hundreds of com -
 panies taking part. Government ministries, universities,
and mul tin a tional corporations (such as Philips, KLM and
ABMANRO) allow their employees to organize regular
prayer en counters in the workplace. Labor unions have
even begun to press the government to recognize the right
of employees to pray in their workplace.8

Adjiedj Bakas, a professional observer of trends, and
Minne Buwalda, a journalist, both authors of the recent
study De Toekomst van God [The Future of God], speak of
what they call “the Dutch relapse into religiosity.”9

Remarkable? Maybe it is, and maybe not. Such an ap -
pa rent return of the people to prayer and spiritual praise is
not necessarily a return to the Bible. Many people have con-
cluded that agnosticism does not satisfy the deepest needs of
the human heart, and they come back to the notion of reli-
gion—not to the absolute values of an absolute God, but to
the relativism of a “god-energy” that expects nothing and
simply gives an approval to whatever behavior style the per-
son decides to follow. It is a sort of Christless Christianity.

The Sunday Times published a news report that alarmed
many Christians. Church leaders of a European country
wrote a prayer called “The Millennium Resolution” to mark
the arrival of the year 2000. The prayer made no reference to
God or to Jesus Christ.10

Is this Christian postmodernism? The apostle Paul men-
tioned such a form of Christianity as a sign of the times of
the end, saying, “Holding to a form of godliness, although
they have denied its power” (2 Timothy 3:5).
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When Christianity takes the name of Christ but does not
live by His teachings, it loses its authority. Some non-Chris -
tian Europeans do not accept Christianity, because they see
the state of corruption of its spiritual leaders. According to
participants in an encounter organized by Catholic lay peo-
ple called “Operation Mobilization,” non-Christians are
shocked by the delinquency, prostitution, and pornography
so common in the Christian world. Monica Maggio, a Chris -
tian volunteer, states that non-Christians are dismayed at
the chaos of Western society. As a result, Christians, because
of their religious deterioration, are in no condition to help
them.11

A study in Germany concluded that 20 percent of the
people who consider themselves Protestants and 10 per-
cent of Catholics are, in fact, deists.12 They believe in God,
but that does not interfere with their lives. According to the
German magazine Der Spiegel, the Christian church of Ger -
many has fallen into irrelevance. Christian values have less
and less impact on society. According to a recent survey,
only 37 percent of the German population considers that the
church imparts moral values. The German public re gard the
police, the political parties, and the environmental organiza-
tion Greenpeace as better qualified than churches to pro-
mote values.13

The truth is that human beings have determined in their
hearts not to believe any more in God, or they be lie ve in
Him only as a sort of depersonalized energy, a force, or sim-
ply an insignificant being that they can manage to their lik-
ing. They have shoved the sovereign and all-power ful
Creator-God off the stage of their existence.

In spite of modern humanity’s defiant attitude, God, far
from dying, as Nietzsche predicted would happen, is still in
control of life and of the universe. But as for those who deny
His existence, the only thing they have left is “the loneliness
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of man,” to use the philosopher’s own words. And what
kind of man? One sinking every day more and more in the
quicksand of his rationality. “For even though they knew
God, they did not honor Him as God, or give thanks; but
they became futile in their speculations, … professing to be
wise, they became fools” (Romans 1:21, 22) wrote the apos-
tle Paul more than 2,000 years ago.

Let’s for a moment return to my agnostic teacher. Among
the arguments he used to prove that the personal God that
Christians worship does not exist was the supposed pres-
ence of cosmic energy that permeates everything in space or
on earth. In reality, he believed in God but preferred to call
him “energy.” My teacher wore a gold chain around his
neck. On the end of the chain was a tiny crystal py ramid.
According to him, it would attract the cosmic ener gy of the
universe. The Bible described this kind of thinking many
centuries ago when it said, “They exchanged the truth of
God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather
than the Creator” (verse 25).

My teacher had an inquiring mind and was a professor
in a famous school for executives in Manhattan. But instead
of worshiping the Creator he was honoring something that
the true God had created. The man focused his attention on
a crystal. When things went badly, he would take the stone
and concentrate on it, almost with an attitude of devotion,
to receive “energy rays.” He believed this was much wiser
and more intelligent than praying to God.

Unfortunately, such behavior is not unusual in our day.
Hu manity has shifted its attention from the Creator to what
He has made. Some people will not go out of their house with -
out consulting the horoscope. They believe that the stars—
objects created by God—actually determine their destiny.

Eighty years ago astrologist Llewellyn George stated
something that no one then took seriously. “The time has
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come,” he wrote, “for the masses as one, to become inter-
ested in astrology.”14

At a time where people are fascinated by the birth of
technology and scientific discovery, his words didn’t seem
to make much sense. But today, when we see millions of
human beings with their attention directed to the stars, we
realize that he was not mistaken.

Why are people seeking their destiny in astrology? Be -
cause they have a deep spiritual need of the soul, an in ward
emptiness, a lack of sense in a life that does not look beyond
material values. Many people may be unaware of that need,
but it is there in everything they do. Under such circumstan -
ces astrology can assume an important role. It ap pears to
make sense of otherwise inexplicable parts of your person-
ality. Offering advice about money, friendship, or love, it
yet demands nothing in return in the area of moral con-
duct. People like that. We want to decide what is right or
wrong for ourselves without outside interference. The eter-
nal principles of God have no relevance for many. The only
thing that matters is information that will help them man-
age in whatever way they want. We will not allow anyone
to tell us what we ought to do.

At first such a perspective may seem comforting, but
it does not satisfy the spiritual hunger of the soul. Religion
will always fail to meet the existential questions of life if
it draws aside from the only Book capable of giving sat-
isfactory answers. When we use the Bible but accommo-
date it to our own wishes; when we pick and choose what
fits our lifestyle and way of thinking but refuse to conform
our lifestyle to the eternal teaching of the Word of God,
then it is worth nothing.

Astrology takes advantage of such emptiness. Nothing
more than a supposed science, blended with esoteric ideas,
it is based on a series of ancient concepts that believed in
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the influence of the stars in human destiny. Priests and other
specialists employed it to announce the most propitious
times for planting and harvesting and other activities. Kings
had their private astrologists who told them the best time to
go to war or refrain from war. The practice passed from one
generation to another, and as time went on it got more so -
phis ticated, until our day.

The astrologist Margaret Hone attempts to explain her
belief, saying, “Astrology is a particular system of interpreta-
tion of the relationship that exists between planetary ac tion
and human experience.”15 From the astrologers’ point of
view, such “planetary influences” determine the behavior or
attitudes of human beings. That is, they attempt to give a sci-
entific base to human speculations. But astrology is not the
same as astronomy. In reality, behind the astrological inter-
pretations lurk the gods of ancient mythologies. The astrolo-
gists attribute to the planets characteristics de ri ved from the
old poly theism. But the face that astrology shows people is
that of the stars and not of the gods. And ma ny people fol-
low it, believing that they are dealing with “science.”16

Today astrology permeates in one way or another many
human activities. And it shows up in other esoteric and
mys  tical disciplines. Some people believe that human des-
tiny depends on magic numbers, precious stones, or even
colors. Multitudes hope to find in such concepts the solu-
tion to their problems.

Surveys indicate that 95 percent of the people in the
United States believe in astrology, flying saucers, ghosts,
crystals, and some other type of superstition. The United
States alone has more than 10,000 astrologists and people
who read Tarot cards. Their clients include many fa mous
people. The interest in such matters is so huge that an or -
ga  ni   zation established by the late guru Maharashi Mahesh
Yogi has earned $3 million.17
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What is behind the fascination with such topics? No
doubt it is the same being who, according to the Bible ac -
count, one day came to the first woman, Eve, and made her
believe that a special power resided in the fruit that he of -
fe red her. You and I know that the fruit did not have the
ma gical properties he claimed for it. The serpent’s goal was
not just to get the woman to eat the forbidden fruit, but to
draw her away from her Creator and lead her to pay atten-
tion to created things. Satan uses the supposed power of di -
vi ning for only one purpose—to deceive.

The Word of God is categorical on the matter: “When
they say to you, ‘Consult the mediums and the spirits who
whisper and mutter,’ should not a people consult their
God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the liv-
ing?” (Isaiah 8:19).

Christianity should be the strongest bastion of Bible
values, but some Christians instead follow deceptive reli-
gious theories born in the mind of the evil one. Such doc-
trines have no basis in the Bible.

One example is the prevalent belief in the immorta lity of
the soul. The Bible clearly states that the person who dies
knows nothing until the resurrection. “For the living know
they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor
have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten.
In deed their love, their hate, and their zeal have already per-
ished, and they will no longer have a share in all that is done
under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6).

If the dead “will no longer have a share in all that is
done under the sun,” how can the spirits of the dead come
back? How can anyone converse with them? Scrip ture con-
tinues: “Whatever your hand finds to do, verily, do it with
all your might; for there is no activity or planning or knowl-
edge or wisdom in Sheol [the grave] where you are going”
(verse 10). 
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If the grave—that is, death—has no place for anything
more, how can anyone be reincarnated into other life forms?
Where does this idea come from? Evidently from a deceit-
ful power—from the devil—just as is revealed in Scripture.
What he wants to do is confuse people. Notice that in recent
times those who claim to be Christ call themselves the rein-
carnation of Jesus. Isn’t that interesting? Do you think it’s a
coincidence? Or is there a master plan behind it all?

This is a serious matter. Christians must take the Word
of God as their only rule of faith and doctrine. We must not
accept spurious teachings. Nor dare we trust in the author-
ity of a church or the force of tradition. That can be fatal
when spiritual matters are at stake.

If Christians lay aside the Word of God and trust in hu -
man concepts, they are destroying the foundation of their
faith. The result is the secularization of Christianity. The
word “secular” has its origin in the Latin word secularis,
meaning something related to the present state of things, to
contemporary culture and values. Humanity in our time li ves
under the influence of scientific and technological experi -
en ce. Both em pha size the importance of matter and end up
as materialistic philosophies. Christians are not im mune to
the influence of such ways of thinking, and the re sult is
a secularized Chris tianity.

The secularized Christian believes in God, but God be -
co mes simply a name, a detail of history, useful, perhaps, as
a sort of amulet for when they get in a pinch. But when the
danger is past, they feel no more obligation toward Him.
They live most of their lives as if God didn’t exist at all.

The only difference between pagans and secularized
Chris tians is that the latter go to church once in a while.
They are, so to speak, members of a religious club. When
they do go to church it is not so much to worship God as to
observe the program with a typical consumer’s mindset. If
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they like the product, they come back. But if not, they criti-
cize it and look for another church that satisfies their expec-
tations. After all, they are “paying” with their offerings and
expect to receive in exchange a top quality product.

Religious leaders find themselves forced to scramble to
find the new “product” to attract the “spectators.” In a com -
 petitive world they must make every effort to have the best
show in town. If necessary, they are willing to lower the
stan dards of Bible principles and say that God offers on ly
love, never punishment or retribution. The amazing grace
of Christ covers any and all human deficiency, in clu ding the
lives of people who do not acknowledge or abandon their
sins.

Paul spoke of the sad result of such an attitude: “And
just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any lon -
ger, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those
things which are not proper” (Romans 1:28).

What are those “things which are not proper”? Writing
to his disciple Timothy, Paul explains: “But realize this, that
in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be
lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers,
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irrec-
oncilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal,
ha  ters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of
pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:1-4).

People who take God out of their lives sooner or later
end up removing the barriers to sin. “It’s eternal as long as
it lasts,” they repeat to themselves again and again. They
attempt to justify a lifestyle whose only purpose is to grati-
fy their senses. But unable to ever achieve it, they feel empty
and incomplete. Wanting to find happiness at any price,
they struggle in vain to get it—and miss it every time.

The Bible calls this terrible frustration “sin.” In Scrip ture
the word translated “sin” comes from the Greek ex pres sion
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hamartia, which means, literally, to miss the mark, to aim at
one thing and hit another. Seeking to pursue happiness
they end up unhappy, badly confused, and lost. But mod-
ern people insist on trying to ignore sin. In fact, the word
itself is completely out of style. Instead, some call it “inner
imbalance,” “human fragility,” “deviant conduct,” “perso -
nal preference”—anything but sin. As if changing the name
could solve the problem.

I heard about a campaign that a teacher organized in
a school asking the children to give ideas about how to
solve the energy crisis. “The world’s fuel supply is about
gone,” she told them, “and we need suggestions to keep
it from happening.”

The next day the children came with some amazing ideas:
“Tie a dog beside each driver and teach it to bark if he

goes too fast. That way he won’t burn up so much gas,”
one child said.

“Stop selling gasoline,” another proposed, “then it won’t
run out.”

But the most interesting idea came from a boy who
said: “Let’s change the name of gasoline. Then people will
buy something else and gasoline will be safe.”

That seems to the solution of many in our time who
think that they have found a way around the sin problem by
staying far away from God. But if human beings came orig-
inally from the hand of God, they can only be fulfilled and
complete when they return to their Creator.

Yet people try to deny reality. They forget that they are
children of God and should live as such. From childhood
their worldview has been distorted. God is something
without much relevance or importance. On television they
watch programs that make fun of spiritual things. Then
they grow up accepting the secularized life as something
normal.
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In 1987 someone discovered in the jungles of Uganda
what the press called a “monkey child.” This human child
had evidently lived with a tribe of apes for at least four or
five years. The authorities took the boy, who appeared to be
about six years old, to a hospital and later to an orphanage
where he hopped and moved in circles like a chimpanzee.
He refused to eat the food they offered and bit anyone who
approached him.18

The experts who studied the boy’s behavior said that if
a child lives with animals for more than four or five years,
it is nearly impossible for him or her to return to normal
behavior afterward. The brain receives indelible marks that
will last for the rest of their lives.

Something like that seems to have happened to human
beings today. Living in a world of rationalism, they have for -
 gotten that they came from the hand of God. They reap the
con se quences of existing separated from the Creator. The
sad results include broken families and children en  sla ved to
the world of drugs and promiscuity. That is the sad and
des perate reality that people endure every hour, every mi -
nu te. They suffer, lose their will to live, and then in desper-
ation invent stopgap measures to ease the pain and still the
cry of anguish from their hearts.

Why do you continue to endure in silence the pain that
no one sees? In the darkest hour of your life, when the pain
takes away your will to live, when you look for an answer
from inside yourself and find none, why don’t you decide
to return to your Creator?

More than 2,000 years ago the Lord Jesus looked at the spi -
ritual panorama of our day and asked: “When the Son of Man
comes, will He find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). What He
wonders is if people will still remember that He loves them
and waits for them with open arms. Will you re mem ber?

The answer is yours alone.
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“And there will be signs in sun and moon and
stars, and upon the earth dismay among nations,
in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the
waves, men fainting from fear and the expectation
of the things which are coming upon the world;
for the powers of the heavens will be shaken” 
(Luke 21:25, 26).

Eleven-year-old Ismael Gumuda weeps his tragedy.
Sorry to be alive, he would have preferred to be dead
and feel nothing. Every time he remembers his brother

he cries again. How can he ever get the images out of his
mind? By day he sees them constantly. At night they return
as nightmares. He can’t forget the day that the gigantic
wave tore his seven-year-old brother from his arms.

They were at school, practicing their part in the up -
coming New Year’s celebration, when they heard the terrible

Earthquakes and Hurricanes

Chapter 5

JESUS IS COMING ENGLISH_Layout 1  1/9/14  10:42 AM  Page 55



JESUS IS COMING. WHEN? HOW?

56

roar of a thousand thunders. That noise marked the end of
his life forever. “We turned around and saw the giant wave,
higher than the school building, crashing on us,” he says,
wiping away his tears. “I grabbed my bro ther and held him
as tight as I could, but a wave separated us. There was noth-
ing I could do to help him. He looked at me terrified, wan t -
ing me to help but I couldn’t. The water was stronger than I
was. I survived only because the wave carried me and set
me down at the foot of the mountain but my brother disap-
peared; he was swallowed up by the sea. I miss him a lot
and I pray for him.”

The teachers at the school where he studies have no  ti ced
that Ismael is not the same since the tsunami. He has lost
weight, and he is always remote and quiet. Ismael is one of
the students at Ban Tlaynork, who took part in a program
of psychological rehabilitation sponsored by UNICEF in
Thailand.1

The early morning hours of December 26, 2004, will re -
main forever in the memory of those who experienced its
horror. Even though the years may go by, they will continue
to feel shaken and perplexed.

Until that day many people had never heard of a tsu -
na mi. Suddenly, now everyone is aware of a frightening
rea li ty. What name can you give to a destructive force that,
in a fraction of a second, tore away islands, made cities dis -
appear, and ended nearly 200,000 lives? Where could any-
one run to find shelter from a force that was equivalent to
the explosion of a million atomic bombs like the one that
des troyed Hiroshima during World War II?2

That morning of horror shook the planet to its foun-
dations. The killer blow, a seaquake measuring 9.0 on the
Richter scale, set in motion wave action that started in the
extreme northern point of Indonesia and swept along the
coasts of Thailand, India, Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. More
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than 6,700 kilometers from there it killed hundreds of peo-
ple on the east coast of Africa and then continued thou-
sands of kilometers more, sending huge waves crashing
onto the shores of Chile in South America.

People understood, in a tragic way, how small they are
when faced with the fury of nature.

The trauma experienced by the world as 2004 came to
its close was only a foretaste of a 2005 filled with natural
disasters. Weeks after the tsunami of Indonesia a series of
hurricanes brought floods and death to Central America
and the United States. Hurricane Katrina caused extensive
damage and left the U.S. city of New Orleans under water
for weeks. Sludge reeking of death replaced the famous
French ambience of the city considered as the home of
blues and jazz.3

On October 8 of that same year another gigantic earth-
quake shook Pakistan and India, killing thousands, wound-
ing tens of thousands, and leaving millions of people with-
out shelter.4 Some days later, Hurricane Stan would kill
more than 70,000 in Guatemala and southern Mexico, and
the Yamatec volcano in El Salvador would erupt, leading to
still more deaths. At least 7,500 families had to evacuate.5

According to the Center for Research in the Epide mio -
lo gy of Disasters (CRED), affiliated with the World Health
Organization, just from January to October of 2005 almost
100,000 people perished from natural disasters. At its head -
quarters in Belgium, CRED maintains a database of world
disasters. According to the organization, the number of di -
sas ters recorded has increased notably since 1900.6

The year 2005 could have passed into history as having
the greatest number of natural disasters. But the next year
re corded even more natural cataclysms. To complete the
somber picture, Marko Nikola, secretary general of the
International Red Cross, stated that 2007 had 20 percent
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more catastrophes than 2006.7 Researchers currently calcu-
late that disasters affect 250 million people every ten years.
In half of these cases the element of destruction is water.

Water is life. If there is not enough, life ceases. But too
much can kill. The worst water-related disaster took place
on the Yellow River in China. It killed about four million
peo ple. According to the IPCC “it is probable that extreme
me teorological episodes will increase in frequency and
strength during the twenty-first century due to climate
changes.”8

Faced with this reality, people everywhere are asking:
What is happening to our planet? Has it gone mad? When
will all of this end? The answers are even more macabre.
Many religious people are preaching divine wrath and de -
s truc  tion of the world. The astrologists are blaming the in -
fluen ce of the stars, while the scientific community at tri butes
everything to global warming provoked by human mis  ma -
na gement of the earth and its resources.

“Global warming” is a relatively new expression. Sci -
en ce uses it to explain the earth’s increase in average annu-
al temperature. Nobody questions that the Earth has be come
war mer in recent decades. Specifically, the process began at
the start of the Industrial Revolution when society gave
mo re importance to productivity than to quality of human
life.

Gases, released by factories, motor vehicles, forest fires,
and other industrial and personal activity have been both
destroying the protective ozone layer and creating a “green-
house” effect that traps more of the heat from the sun’s rays.
As a result, the earth’s temperature is increasing, glaciers are
melting, and the sea level is rising.9

Since 1961 the sea level has crept up at a rate of one to
two millimeters per year. The IPCC calculates that if the
temperature continues to rise at the same rate that it has
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in recent decades, the sea level will be up between 20 to
140 centimeters by the end of the century.10

Seven of the warmest years on record have been re -
cor ded since 2001. The northern hemisphere has about 5
percent less average snowfall than in 1966.11

As a child I sometimes traveled from Lima to Jauja,
the city where I was born. The journey involves the high-
est rail line in the world. The blanket of snow covering
the distant peaks always fascinated me. Perpetual snows
covered the summits of the beautiful Ticlio range of the
Andes. But the last time I was in that part of the Andes I
felt heartsick to see the hills barren. Nature seemed to be
dying. I heard a sad moaning caused by the cold wind that
blew over the mountains. And I thought to myself, The sci-
entific reports we have been hearing are real. Some assume that
the changes won’t affect us, because we are far from such
places. But the transformations are rapidly spreading.

It is undeniable that the planet is warmer now and
that humans are partly to blame. The scientific community
believes that, at this point, further increase in temperatu re is
inevitable. The sea level will continue to rise at least during
the present century even if tomorrow we could completely
eliminate the emission of the gases causing the greenhouse
effect.

As it has become aware of the danger, the world has
tur ned its attention to the environment. Ecology has be  co me
a sort of religion. In schools everywhere—from kinder-
garten to the university—students are learning about taking
better care of the planet. But things don’t seem to be improv-
ing. In fact, the Bible says they will grow worse and worse,
and that fact is one of the signs announcing the coming of
Jesus.

In 2007, Al Gore, former candidate for president of the
United States, along with the Intergovernmental Panel on
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Climate Change, won the Nobel Peace Prize. The award
was given "for their efforts to build up and disseminate
greater knowledge about man-made climate change, and to
lay the foundations for the measures that are needed to
counteract such change."12 His documentary film, An In con -
venient Truth shows the human concern for saving the plan-
et, but it also reminds us of humanity’s inability to see what
is really about to happen.

Sami Soanki, director of the Max Plank Institute for So -
lar System Research located near Göttingen, Germany, says
that in the past sixty years, in addition to the human tam-
pering with the environment, for unexplainable reasons the
sun itself has gotten hotter, contributing to the warming of
the climate and consequent increase in natural disasters.13

Unexplainable reasons? Jesus said it many centuries
ago: “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and
upon the earth dismay among nations, in perplexity at the roaring
of the sea and the waves, men fainting from fear and the expecta-
tion of the things which are coming upon the world; for the pow-
ers of the heavens will be shaken” (Luke 21:25, 26). Doesn’t that
sound like a description of our day? There really is “dismay
among nations,” and “perplexity at the roaring of the sea.”

And yet we need to be careful and not confuse things.
The fact that we see such natural disasters does not mean
that God is causing them. He explains the nature of His rela-
tionship with the human race. “‘For I know the plans that I
have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for welfare and not
for calamity to give you a future and a hope’” (Jeremiah
29:11).

That is good news. God will not allow humanity to des -
troy itself. Because He loves us He will intervene in history
and put an end to human mistakes and errors. Doesn’t that
tell us that the glorious coming of Christ awaits us just over
the horizon?
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We have no need to fear. The love of God can fill our
hearts with hope. The Christian hope is assurance, cer -
tain ty, and confidence even when from a human perspec-
tive there appears no way out.

Many years ago, when my little son was six years old,
he was lost in a city of more than two million inhabitants.
My wife and I ran frantically from place to place, trying to
find him. Having only recently arrived in Brazil and still
learning Portuguese, we wept in desperation. What to do?
Where to turn? The child had totally disappeared. To find
him in the midst of so many people would be something
like finding a needle in a haystack.

Seeing our desperation, a guard told us, “The police are
looking for your child. If he is still in the downtown area,
they will find him when the businesses close.”

And so it was. At 6:00 that evening the number of peo-
ple in the center of the city began to diminish. Em plo yees
returned home after a long day of work. The streets began
to be more deserted and the shadows of the night began to
fall on the city like a black sheet. A cold June wind began
to blow.

We continued to look, and to our great joy, we found him.
There he was, seated on an abandoned box, playing with a
stone, unaware of the suffering of his parents. Weeping, we
embraced him and covered him with kisses.

Later I asked him, “Weren’t you afraid?”
“Afraid? Why?” he asked innocently.
“When children get lost they are afraid,” I told him.
He opened his eyes with surprise. “I wasn’t lost, Daddy.

I was just waiting. Weren’t you going to look for me?”
Look around you. Do you see the darkness closing in

because of natural disasters? Earthquakes, hurricanes, and
tornados are spreading fear. The forecasts of science are ter-
rifying. Even in the midst of such fearful expectation and
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dark omens I want you to know that Jesus will be arriving
soon, and that He is coming to look for you. There is hope.
The eternal morning is already starting to dawn. As the day
grows brighter, read the promise that God has given:
“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
And through the rivers, they will not overflow you. When
you walk through the fire, you will not be scorched, nor will
the flame burn you” (Isaiah 43:2).

The answer is yours alone.

1 “Tsunami: Two-year Update,” <www.unicef.org/emerg/disasterina-
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“But realize this, that in the last days difficult times
will come. For men will be … disobedient to parents,
ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious
gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good (2
Timothy 3:1-3). “For many others, the overwhelming
spread of evil will do them in—nothing left but a pile
of ashes” (Matthew 24:12, The Message).

Scene one. Midnight. The couple is resting, unaware of
any danger. A young woman enters their room on tip-
toes and checks to make sure the owners of the house

are asleep. Then she shuts off the alarm system and turns
on the light of the outside passageway to make it easier for
two young men to enter. As they come in, the young wo -
man looks for plastic gloves to protect their hands and
panty hose to hide their faces. Minutes later, the men slip

A Heartless Society

Chapter 6
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into the bedroom and beat the husband and wife to death.
The girl watches calmly. After the couple are dead, she and
one of the young men, who is her boyfriend, go to a motel
to celebrate.

At 3:00 in the morning, the eldest daughter of the mur-
dered couple arrives at home. She has been out, and before
going home, she stops to pick up her little brother, who has
been at an electronic game room. When they get home they
confront the scene of horror and blood. The daughter loses
control and curses the people who have done such a horren-
dous deed. At the funeral in the cemetery she weeps hys -
terically, and someone has to catch her as she starts to faint.

Some days later the police arrest the murderers. They
confess and reveal that the one who thought up their evil
plan and helped them carry it out was the very daughter
of the murdered couple. Yes, the girl who at the cemetery
wept so bitterly the day her parents were buried!1

What could happen in the mind of an eighteen-year-
old girl that would lead her to commit such a horrifying
act? How can anyone explain it? Nevertheless, the Bible
says that in the last days people will be “contemptuous of
parents, crude, coarse, dog-eat-dog, unbending” (2 Timo -
thy 3:2, 3, The Message).

Scene two. While the whole world awakens from the
nightmare and together turn their attention to the people
affected by the devastating tsunami of 2004, the police dis-
cover an organized group who look for orphan children to
use in prostitution or to remove their organs to sell them.2

Human hyenas taking advantage of the suffering of others
to benefit themselves? But, again, it is the truth.

One day as I had lunch with a friend we discussed the
incident. His eyes filled with tears, and almost instinctively,
he said to me, “I’d kill those savages. They are animals and
don’t deserve to live.”
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An instant later he blushed and said, “Sorry, I forgot
that I am a Christian; of course, I should never think like
that.”

Without realizing it, he was fulfilling another prophecy
of the last days. Jesus said: “And because lawlessness is
increased, most people’s love will grow cold” (Matthew
24:12).

Scene three. A harmless city in the interior. The night is
darker than usual. It is pouring rain. Joaquin and his wife
are returning home from a wedding. Having been the god -
pa rents and still wearing their good clothes, they happily
remember their own wedding. The years have passed and
they are more in love than ever. God has given them two
chil dren. That night the children stayed home with a baby -
sitter. Then something unexpected interrupts the husband
and wife’s animated conversation. By the side of the road
they see a couple in trouble. Apparently their vehicle has
bro ken down. In spite of the rain Joaquin and his wife de -
ci de to help. A terrible mistake. A few minutes later he is
dead, his face disfigured by a shotgun blast. The wife has
been raped and at the point of death. It will take her years
to recover, and the two little children, robbed of their father
at an early age, never can understand how death could be
the reward for an act of kindness. Would you have the coura -
ge to stop along the highway to help someone after hearing
such a story?

We live in dangerous times. The apostle Paul said that
in the last days people would be “brutal, haters of good,
treacherous, reckless, conceited.” Everyone would be
afraid of everyone else. No one would trust anyone. Gangs
on every corner would fill cities of every size. The strong
would take advantage of the weak. Large ci ties have tur ned
into jungles in which the wild beasts are the humans who
live there. The love of many has, indeed, grown cold.

JESUS IS COMING ENGLISH_Layout 1  1/9/14  10:42 AM  Page 65



JESUS IS COMING. WHEN? HOW?

66

Perhaps you see on the street corner a crippled child beg-
ging, and a short distance away you spot those who
exploit the child, waiting for their daily earnings. Feeling
mocked and wounded in your heart, you decide never
again to let anyone play you for a fool.

The doorbell rings and you answer the door. A tired
woman with a child in her arms asks for a glass of water.
Your heart moved do help, you go to the kitchen to get
the water. When you return, the woman has vanished—
taking with her the sound system from your living room.

Do you still feel like helping? Your Christian spirit moti-
vates you to continue despite the frustrations and the de -
cep tion, but the majority of people today will think long
and hard before they aid others. The love of many has
grown cold. Jesus had said it would. Evil will increase more
and more as people who care will be fewer and fewer.

Why do people do such things? Not even they under-
stand why. They only know that they are seeking for some-
thing and, in their headlong race to find it they hurt and
wound others, even if the “others” are the people they love
most.

The day I wrote this page, the police, tipped off by an
informer, knocked down the door of an apartment located
in the most expensive part of a great city and found a scene
that would disturb even the hardest heart. A twelve-year-
old girl had been tied up in the servants’ quarters. As she
hung by her arms from an iron stairway, her feet almost
didn’t touch the floor. A piece of gauze soaked in pepper
covered her mouth, and eight of her fingers had been bro-
ken. Most of her nails had been torn out. “I began to shake
so much I could hardly untie her,” said a policeman accus-
tomed to seeing scenes of horror. What makes the incident
especially barbaric was that the one responsible was the
child’s adoptive mother.3
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Every day, in every country, one encounters violence and
abuse—even in one’s own home.

Alan Weisman, in his new book The World Without Us4

imagines how our planet would be without people. Some
might think that it would be better off, but I personally
don’t think so. I believe that the real problem is that the hu -
man race is lost in the shadows of its distance from God.
There is no other explanation.

Early one Thursday morning in June, Sirlei, a poor and
struggling domestic employee who lived on a salary of
$200 dollars per month, was waiting for the bus that would
take her to a medical appointment. Needing to arrive in
time to get a place in line, she kept glancing impatiently at
the clock. The bus was late. A few meters away the waves
were breaking noisily against the beach. Sirlei kept think-
ing about her three-year-old son at home. He was the rea-
son for her every effort.

Suddenly a blow to her neck knocked her down. Next
she felt a kick in her face. Instinctively, she tried to protect
herself with her arms, but it was useless. A rain of blows
and kicks showered on her from all sides. Her mater nal
ins tinct instantly made her think of her child. She didn’t
un der stand what was happening. No one could. Even
to day society struggles to understand why five middle-class
university students felt pleasure in mutilating a de fen se less
woman.

The police caught them later. Their parents argued that
they were just having fun. Sirlei escaped death only be cau se
a prostitute, who happened to be out at that time of the mor -
ning, began to scream for help.5

What is it that people are looking for and can’t find?
Hu man beings today seem permanently hopeless and des-
perate. They may deny it, argue, discuss, cry out that it’s not
true, but they are dissatisfied. No matter what they get, it’s
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not enough. Lost in the tangled webs of their own desires,
they slide into chaos that may destroy not only them selves
but others.

Every year addicts consume $150 billion worth of ille-
gal drugs. It is one of the most profitable businesses in the
world after oil. If we were to add to this the $104 billion
spent on tobacco and the $525 billion on alcohol, we can
understand the complete inversion of values in our so -
ciety.6

Some believe we need to consider the legalization of
drugs in order to overturn police corruption and other
crimes associated with its traffic and con sump tion.7

When Jesus mentioned this kind of wickedness as a
sign of the last days, He was not saying that people are
predestined to be this way. He was simply describing the
reality He could foresee. The teenagers who attacked the
young mother in the incident we mentioned earlier, vo -
lun tarily chose to behave the way they did. Of their own
free will they decided to be violent and treat a fellow hu man
being worse than an animal. No motive can ever jus tify their
act. They weren’t trying to rob her—they had money. One of
them had just spent six months in Aus tra lia practicing surf-
ing on the pretext of learning English.

A sociologist tried to explain their behavior as a prod-
uct of the present-day culture of impunity. But the truth is
something else. The prophet Jeremiah wrote, “The heart is
more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; Who can
understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).

The problem with human beings is their twisted and
evil hearts. Violent by nature, it is evil, deceitful, untrust-
worthy, perverse, and cruel. Education can teach people
how to disguise their evil intentions, but it can never trans-
form their hearts. They will still be dishonest and selfish no
matter how sophisticated they become. For example, those
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who present passionate speeches in favor of peace may at
the same time actively promote war. Five of the countries
that earn most from the sale of arms are on the U.N.
Security Council.8

Only Jesus can transform the heart. He doesn’t work
from the outside. The transformation begins deep inside,
reaching the roots of human behavior. “And I shall give
them one heart, and shall put a new spirit within them.
And I shall take the heart of stone out of their flesh and
give them a heart of flesh” (Ezekiel 11:19).

I have seen the transformation that Jesus can bring to
the lives of people who accept Him as their personal Savior.
Nothing is impossible for Jesus. There is no one who can-
not be helped and turned around.

One day Jesus came to Bethany and found that his
friend Lazarus had been dead for four days. The flesh had
already started to decompose. No one could imagine a re -
me dy for a problem like that. Science can do nothing, and
money is useless. So is technology and everything else. But
Jesus came, and when He did, life came too, because He is
life.

When Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth!” the dead man
sprang back to life. I have seen Jesus do the same miracle
today. I see it every day in the countries where I conduct
evangelistic crusades. People who were spiritually dead
come back to life; destroyed homes are made new; and bro-
ken dreams are converted into reality. Jesus is life, and
wher   ever He comes in, there is fullness of life.

I met Andres in one of the most violent cities of the
world. He had spent years in prison paying for his cri mes.
But Jesus found him there. One cold winter night Andres
was dying. Shaking violently with cold, nearly frozen, he
expected to die. It was in that condition that he heard me on
the radio of a cellmate. That night the Spirit of God tou ched
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his heart. Although he had heard about Jesus ma ny times,
he thought religion was for weaklings and had al ways con-
sidered himself to be tough. Heartless and cruel, he had
chosen a life of crime when he was scarcely an ado les cent,
and he blamed society for not having given him any alter-
native.

That night he felt himself a few minutes from death,
and the thought terrified him. Yet in the dark shadows of
that night he began to understand that God loved him and
wanted to give him a new heart. After crying out to Jesus
for a second chance, he fell asleep.

The next morning the sun streamed in his window, brea k -
ing through the clouds in spite of a thick fog. He was in the
sick ward of the prison.

“I was alive,” he told me, unable to hide his emotions.
“I hadn’t died. God was giving me a second chance.”

It has been thirty years since that cold night in the freez-
ing prison cell. Andres is today a living testimony of the
transforming power of Christ. Now free, he is doing an out-
standing work for an NGO dedicated to reaching delinquent
children and youth.

The marvelous Christ who touched the life of Andres as
he was dying can also enter into your heart if you will let
Him. Read what Jesus says to you: “Come to me all who are
weary and heavy laden and I will give you rest” (Matthew
11:28).

Life without Christ is, indeed, a heavy burden. The weari -
ness of spirit that some people call depression has become
the illness that destroys many lives without killing the
bo dy. In the last days we have given it a more sophisticated
name, but it is still the weariness of being alive. But Jesus
urges: “Come to me.” He wants to give you rest and peace.
Isn’t that what you’ve been longing for?

The answer is yours alone.

JESUS IS COMING ENGLISH_Layout 1  1/9/14  10:42 AM  Page 70



A Heartless Society

71

1 “Verdades e mentiras de Suzane Von Richthofen,” VEJA (Apr. 12,
2006).

2 Revista VEJA (Jan. 5, 2005).
3 “Como alguém é capaz de fazer isso?” Revista VEJA (Mar. 26, 2008).
4 Alan Weisman, The World Without Us (New York: St. Martin’s Press,
2000). 

5 “Socos, pontapés...,” Revista VEJA (July 4, 2007).
6 Patricia Costa, “Drogas: combater ou legalizar?” <www.senac.br/
informativo/diga/39/segundamateria-39.pdf>, Aug. 1, 2008.

7 Eliot Spitzer, “The Fall of Ethics Man,” The Economist, Mar. 11, 2008.
8 Juan Carlos Casté, “Conferencia mundial sobre alimentación”, cele-
brada en Roma en 1974, <www.catolicismo.com.br/>, Aug. 1, 2008.

JESUS IS COMING ENGLISH_Layout 1  1/9/14  10:42 AM  Page 71



JESUS IS COMING ENGLISH_Layout 1  1/9/14  10:42 AM  Page 72



73

“God gave them over to degrading passions; for their
women exchanged the natural function for that
which is unnatural, and in the same way also the
men abandoned the natural function of the woman
and burned in their desire toward one another, men
with men committing indecent acts and receiving in
their own persons the due penalty of their error”
(Romans 1:26, 27).

Sunday in Amsterdam. The sun is like a ball of fire, res -
plen dent in the infinite blue of the sky. Bright tulips nod
in the garden and adorn the party. Throngs of people

converse and celebrate. In the center of all the excitement,
holding hands and exchanging caresses, the happy couple
tells journalists the details of their recent wedding. The new-
lyweds say they plan to adopt a child. From time to time
they give each other passionate glances and smiles. The ca -
me ras of the international press record it all and send the
news around the world by satellite.

A Sex-obsessed Generation

Chapter 7
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Such an event would attract little journalistic interest
if the focus of such attention had been an ordinary cou-
ple. But they were two men who had just come out of the
church after receiving a “nuptial blessing.”

The event happened in The Netherlands in 2001. Similar
incidents would later occur in Belgium, Canada, and the
Uni ted States. At first, people in many countries protested
against them in defense of family values and morality. To
many people it seemed like the end of the world. Today, a
few years later, “gay” marriages and legally recognized civil
unions of homosexual couples are common in Argentina,
Denmark, Germany, France, and Por tu gal.1 And, as often
hap  pens, the newest fad soon becomes the custom, and the
custom becomes part of the cul ture.

A recent parade of homosexuals and lesbians in Brazil
brought two and a half million individuals into the streets.2

The city of Sao Paulo had never seen such a large mobiliza-
tion of people. It seemed like a carnival, happy and colorful
with floats, and banners displaying slogans. The same thing
is happening every year in other great capitals of the world.
Homosexuals who formerly hid their lifestyle today don’t
hesitate to take to the streets to advocate their position. They
have rights, they say, just like everyone else. What is interes -
ting and significant about this is the dramatic way in which
it fulfills Bible prophecy. The Lord Jesus had said that in the
last days such behavior would be part of the popular culture.

If the matter just involved people who have nothing to
do with Christianity, it would be easier to understand. Af -
ter all, someone who doesn’t believe in the Judeo-Chris tian
God has no biblical conduct to adhere to.

But even in Christian circles voices such as that of Ma rio
Ri bas defend the idea that “a sensible analysis of the Bi ble
shows that all people, regardless of race, gender and sexual
orientation were received by Jesus, and therefore, I don’t see
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why homosexuals and lesbians are wrong in their way of
being.”3 Ribas, a theologian, graduated from Princeton Uni -
ver  si ty in New England and is pastor of a large evangelical
church.

What is happening in the Christian world? Why has so me -
 thing that the Bible classifies as sin suddenly become nor-
mal? Why have some started referring to the acceptance of
homosexuality as “an expression of the grace of Christ”?
The words of Jesus recorded in the Bible announce that in
the last days it would be like this: “It was the same as hap-
pened in the days of Lot … so it will be just the same on the
day that the Son of Man is revealed” (Luke 17:28-30).

How were the “days of Lot”? We find the record in the
book of Genesis. The inhabitants of Sodom tried to break
down Lot’s door to seize two men who were his guests in his
home to have sex with them. That is why the word so do my is
sometimes used as a synonym for homosexuality. In the
days of Lot homosexuality was acceptable, and God showed
His disagreement with that kind of human behavior (Ge -
ne sis 19:1-11).

Jesus foretold that the last days would be like the days
of Lot.

The Bible teaches that God loves everyone. Homo sexuals,
like every other human being, are objects of His love and
mer cy. But Jesus came to our world not only to for give sin-
ners but also to transform them and make them new crea-
tures. The apostle Paul explains it simply: “He gave life to
you when you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in
which you formerly walked according to the course of this
world, … indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:1-3).
He goes on to declare that they were “darkened in their
understanding, excluded from the life of God, because of
the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of
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their heart; and they, having become callous, have given
them selves over to sensuality, for the practice of every kind
of impurity with greediness. But you did not learn Christ in
this way. … In reference to your former manner of life, you
lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accor-
dance with the lusts of deceit, … and put on the new self,
which in the likeness of God has been created in righteous-
ness and holiness of the truth” (Ephesians 4:18-24).

Here the apostle speaks of transformation. Every hu -
man being, no matter what their sin is, needs to undergo
the miracle of conversion. Conversion involves re pen tan ce,
forgiveness, and putting off the old way of living. In the
light of what the apostle Paul says, it is impossible to ac -
cept the politically correct idea that because God is love
He will accept any and all deviations of human conduct.

God described His character to Moses: “The Lord, the
Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in loving-kindness and truth; who keeps loving-
kindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgres-
sion and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty un -
pu nished” (Exodus 34:6, 7).

The word guilty in the original language does not refer
to people who sometimes do what is evil, but those who in -
sist on living that way.

Evidently, social pressure to accept something that the
Bi ble condemns is another fulfillment of the signs of the
end. The open proliferation of homosexuality and the argu-
ment that it is just “a different type of sexual orientation” is
evidence that we live in the last days.

Some years ago the Natural Museum of Oslo presented an
exhibit on homosexuality in the animal world.4 It argued that
if homosexuality exists among the animals, and seems per fectly
natural among them, then sexual deviation is also natural
among human beings—and if it’s natural, then it can’t be sin.
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The dictionary defines the word natural as something
done according to the property of things. The key word here
is “property.” What are the natural properties of things? It is
natural to eat through your mouth. If I want, I can try to eat
through my ears, I am perfectly free to do so. But I can not
expect people to accept my idea as something natural, nor -
mal, and proper.

Our generation has lost touch with its own nature. It
lives almost entirely for physical pleasure. In the United
States alone it spends every year the fabulous sum of $13
billion on pornography.5 You can hardly turn on your com-
puter any more without receiving an invitation to look at
pornography. Most of the music and movies written, com-
posed, and produced now have sex as the central theme.
You seldom find an advertisement that does not use sex
appeal to sell the product.

What is the problem with this? Humans are physical,
men tal, and spiritual beings. They cannot be split into sepa-
rate segments. In order for what people do in life to make
sense they need to do it with the complete unity of their
being. To divide or fragment is fatal. If they try it, they will
open deep wounds in their unconscious world, wounds
that their rationalism cannot cure. No matter how often we
tell ourselves that it’s OK, that it’s good as long as it doesn’t
hurt anyone, and that your private life is a matter of per -
sonal choice or preference, the reality is different. Your
na tu re as a human being, with physical, mental and spir-
itual fa culties, cannot cope with this. It may be that,
swept along by uncontrolled instinct, it can tolerate a distor -
tion and perversion of its physical dimension; and perhaps
our mental as pect can be convinced by its own arguments
that this is ac cep table, but the spiritual nature rejects it.

“I am not spiritual,” a man said to me one day when
I visited him in prison.
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He was there because he had tried to live a life without
res trictions. Although unwilling to recognize it, he was still
a spiritual being. If not, he would not have insisted so much
on having me visit him.

Humanity’s problem in our time is that we do not rec-
ognize our spiritual nature. Nevertheless, the fact that we
attempt to ignore it does not change reality. Spiri tua lity is
not something we choose to be or not be. It is beyond our
con trol, because it came from the hands of the Creator. Our
life will only be complete as we live in harmony with Him
and respect the integrity and unity of how He made us.

Here is an illustration: Take a bird and put it in a golden
cage covered with diamonds. Put plenty of food and wa ter
in the cage, and if you like, give it air conditioning adap ted
to its needs. Do you think it will someday be hap py? Never!
It has a bird’s nature and was born to be free—to fly. It is
true that it needs water and food, but what makes it happy
is freedom.

People think that they are free because they can do what   -
ever they want, but they are prisoners of pleasure. Ma rio Ve -
lo so, poet, author, and personal friend, states that legal free-
dom is not enough to be truly happy. A country or govern-
ment can guarantee the freedom of the body, but not of the
soul.

Those who live under totalitarian regimes suffer no more
than those who live in societies with full freedom. Why? Be -
cause human beings are prisoners of their complexes, ten -
den cies, selfishness, ambitions, envies, vices, and everything
that constitutes the dark side of human psychology.6

Such captives can never be truly happy. In their frustra-
tion many of them turn to a life of pleasure and give free
rein to immorality. Those who attempt to leave out the spir-
itual dimension of life are welding shut the bars of their
own prison. As incredible as it may seem, the factors that
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most imprison modern people are, according to Veloso,
obsce nity, pornography, violence, and homosexuality.

David Levy published a book titled Love and Sex with Ro -
 bots. After investigating the possibility of relationships
betweenhumans and robots, the author concluded that peo   -
ple unable to establish satisfactory relationships with other
humans should substitute relationships with ma chi nes. He
was not joking.7

Levy’s intention may be all right: but for sex to be fully
satisfying and make a person happy, it has to be a physical,
mental, and spiritual act. If sex is only physical, it is frustrat-
ing and leads to emptiness and dissatisfaction.

So what do people do to respond to the cry of a needy
heart? They plunge into all kinds of perversions and de pra -
vi ty. As the Bible says: “God gave them over to degrading
passions; for their women exchanged the natural function
for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the
men abandoned the natural function of the woman and
burned in their desire toward one another, men with men
com mitting indecent acts and receiving in their own per-
sons the due penalty of their error” (Ro mans 1:26, 27).

What is the “penalty of their error” that the apostle here
speaks about? He refers to all the plagues and illnesses that
strike the modern world. A study carried out by the U. S.
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows that 19
mi llion people in the United States become infected every
year with sexually transmitted diseases, and 65 million live
per manently with such diseases in their bodies.8 AIDS is de -
ci mating humanity. At present, 43 million people live with
AIDS. Last year alone it infected an additional 4.8 million.
Worse yet, 2,000 babies acquire the disease in their mo thers’
wombs.9

The Bible foretold that all of this would be an indication
that we are living at the end of time. Jesus declared: “Now
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learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has al -
rea dy become tender, and puts forth its leaves, you know
that summer is near; even so you too, when you see all these
things, recognize that He is near, right at the door” (Mat -
thew 24:32, 33).

It was late afternoon of a sad day as her life seemed to
have come to its end. Her dreams had killed her. Men had
con demned her as a flagrant sinner. Mistakes had filled her
life, and she had loved in the wrong way. Although she had
longed to be loved in return, she had only been used, leav-
ing her with open wounds that no one could heal.

What can a person do or say when she knows that she
has made a mistake and deserves to be punished for it? She
can repeat again and again what she was already doing, so
that the pain she believes she deserves will be even worse.
The woman had chosen this way—one that plunged her to
the bottom of the pit and made her feel like trash. Although
she knew that she ought to change her way of life, she didn’t
have the strength.

It was then that the men had caught her in the very act
of sin and dragged her to the presence of Jesus. She knew
she deserved to be stoned. The implacable law offered nei-
ther mercy or forgiveness.

There she was. Her past was ugly. Her present, horrible.
And her future non-existent. Then there appeared the won-
derful person of Jesus. Thank God He always shows up just
when we need Him most. That’s how God is: He al ways
looks for you, calls, and waits for your response.

The teacher from Galilee silently began to write in the
sand, and the accusers of the poor woman disappeared one
by one. Then the voice of Jesus broke the silence. “He who
is without sin among you, let him be the first to throw a
stone at her” (John 8:7).

No one dared, and soon the street was deserted.
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“Woman, where are they? Did no one condemn you?”
Jesus asked.

“They’ve all gone,” she replied, not daring even to look
up.

“Neither do I condemn you,” the Lord told her. “Go your
way. From now on sin no more.”

Twenty centuries have come and gone since that day.
The voice of the Master is still heard coming down to us. His
promise is, “Give me your heart, and I will make it new.”

What a wonderful invitation! Do you believe it? What
will you do about it?

The answer is yours alone.
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“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries
which are coming upon you. … Behold, the pay of the
laborers who mowed your fields, and which has been
withheld by you, cries out against you” (James 5:1-4).

T he city of Sao Paulo was dazzling that night as I stared
across it from the balcony of the Italia Building. En te r -
ing the restaurant, I looked around. The receptio nist,

a tall blond young man with artificial manners, asked, as if
he knew me, “Mr. Bullón?”

I nodded with a smile, and he took me to a private ta -
ble in the rear. The person I was looking for was there, wai -
ting for me. As he arose we exchanged greetings, and after
a brief trivial conversation, he got to the point.

“You know I have money,” he said, taking charge of
the situation at once. “I can buy whatever I want, travel
to any place in the world, and make things happen that

Economic Recession

Chapter 8
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most people just dream about; but when night comes, I
can’t sleep. I feel as if I were in debt to someone. Some
nights I remain awake until dawn. Tell me what I’m miss-
ing, but please don’t ask me to become a member of your
church and don’t talk to me about Jesus.”

His attitude surprised me. Although a giant in the world
of business, he sat there almost begging for help, but he didn’t
want me to talk to him about Jesus.

“You know that I am a minister,” I said.
“Yes, but can’t ministers talk about anything else but

religion?”
“Of course we can. I could discuss the stock market or the

present exchange rate for dollars. I could talk to you about
sports or about the culture of the different countries I have
vi sited, but you have just asked me a specific question. You
want to know what you are lacking and I am sure it is not
stocks and bonds, travel, or culture. What you need is a spir-
itual sense for your life, but you don’t want me to talk to you
about Jesus. What can I do? If I were to tell you the solution
to your problem is in India and that it would cost you a mil-
lion dollars, you wouldn’t hesitate a minute. You would get
your private jet ready and go there immediately to look for
the solution. Am I mistaken?”

The man blinked several times, took a sip of water, and
didn’t know what to say. He was aware of the emptiness of
his life. Something was seriously wrong. At the beginning of
his career, when he was still young and filled with dreams
and ambition, he believed that he needed money to be hap -
py. He concentrated all his efforts on getting it and had
achie ved his objective. By now he was a multimillionaire
and, according to his original plan, should have been satis-
fied—but he wasn’t. Instead, he felt constant anguish and
couldn’t identify the cause. Although looking for help, he
didn’t want to hear anything about God.
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We talked a bit more, then said goodbye without com-
ing to any conclusion. The classic portrait of a modern man,
he had made money his god. But in spite of all his money
he was empty and distraught.

“Money is a powerful horse,” says the proverb. And
peo ple have always given themselves body and soul to get-
ting as much of it as possible. “Money is the lever that
mo ves the world,” repeated the gold seekers as they ris ked
their lives in the Amazon jungles searching for the precious
metal.

The mad race for money dominates today’s culture. It
destroys lives, corrupts consciences, and leads to the over -
throwing of governments. Yet people think that if they only
had more money they would be happy, and there fore spare
no effort or time to get it.

The man who spoke with me that night had discovered
that money failed to bring happiness. But many, in their
desperate attempt to fill the void that money cannot, fall
into greed: the idolatry of money.

Greedy people live just for the getting. They accumulate
riches they can’t use. Afraid to spend and terrified of being
poor, they never have enough. They care about no one but
themselves. The apostle Paul describes this kind of people
as one of the signs of the last days: “In the last days … men
will be lovers of self, lovers of money” (2 Timothy 3:2).

The desire to accumulate riches makes human beings
lose their sense of values. Things come to be more important
than people. Always wanting to be richer, the weal thy will
lie, exploit, extort, corrupt and be corrupted with out ca ring
about others. Such individuals exist in every field of human
endeavor: in business, in government, and even in churches.

It is the poor and weak who especially suffer the con-
sequences of the greed of others. Every day they have fewer
opportunities and more poverty and misery. One evidence
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that the return of Christ is near is the increasing wealth of a
few and extreme poverty for so many.

According to the report of the UN Hunger Project, every
second someone dies on the planet because of hun ger.
Seventy percent of them are children under five.1

November 13-17, 1996, the World Food Summit con-
vened in Rome. One hundred eighty-five nations sent their
re presentatives. They proposed to end hunger by 2015. Since
then hunger has instead dramatically increased.2

Most of the deaths caused by hunger result from chro -
nic malnutrition. Families simply don’t get the food they
need to survive. The UN Food and Agriculture Or ga ni za -
tion (FAO) estimates that at least 820 million people suffer
from hunger and malnutrition.3

The Bible says that in the last days the outcry of the
impoverished would lead to terrible conflicts between en -
ter prise and labor. The apostle James says: “Come now,
you rich, weep and howl for your miseries which are com-
ing upon you. Your riches have rotted and your garments
have become moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver have
rus ted; and their rust will be a witness against you … It is
in the last days that you have stored up your treasure!
Behold, the pay of the laborers who mowed your fields, and
which has been withheld by you, cries out against you”
(James 5:1-4).

Exploitation will turn those without God into loaded
weapons, and time will pull the trigger. Hunger is the incu-
bator of war everywhere in the world. Constant poverty
and prolonged oppression drive people into aggression and
terrorism.

The struggle to survive particularly affects those living
in rural areas and the edges of the great cities. Seven out of
every ten poor people, some of whom earn less than a dol-
lar a day, dwell in such places and are especially vulnerable
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to being recruited for revolutionary guerrilla movements
that claim to promote social justice but, unfortunately, too
often end up destroying what remains of the impoverished
economy of the underclasses. Other victims of poverty slide
into drug trafficking, and organized crime.4

Careful studies of the most critical social conflicts of our
time reveal that in the poorest and neediest countries, rev-
olutionary convulsions and delinquency reflect a lack of
eco nomic programs to meet the needs of growing popula-
tions. People who for decades have been without any way
to improve their lives reach the place where they can’t stand
any more, and they end up challenging all established
autho rity.

The majority of the modern world’s social conflicts have
their roots in the sense of frustration, injustice, and des pe ra -
tion that more and more people feel. Mix in the wide spread
inequality and discrimination prevalent in ma ny cultures
and you have the class struggle foretold in the Bible as one
of the signs of the return of Christ.

To make matters even worse, people today are more
aware of inequality and injustice than ever before. Almost
everyone has access to radio, television, and other forms of
communication. The media stimulate consumerism among
those who have the resources to buy while at the same time
flaunting an ostentatious lifestyle beyond the reach of the
great majority. The globalization of information feeds the
growing anger of the neediest social classes.

No longer does most of the world just passively accept
the old argument that most are destined to be poor and that
they have no choice in the matter. Today, people want to
change the order of things. Unfortunately, they don’t realize
that armed struggle is not the remedy for the problem.

The social struggle continues. It is the result of injustice,
avarice, and collective selfishness. But it doesn’t stop there.
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When the apostle James said that the wages of the work-
ers would cry out for what they had not been paid, he
was also referring to strikes and labor militancy.

As I write these lines strikes have swept the nation of
Spain. The country is nearly paralyzed because public trans -
portation workers are demanding better wages. The strike
has extended to other sectors, including funeral services and
the employees of the Ministry of Justice.

Germany recently went through a crisis in which the
Ger man labor union Verdi announced that it would con-
tinue indefinitely its service strike in airports and railways.

In the United States General Motors announced the
clo s ing of a number of its plants and a cutback of produc-
tion at others, because of a strike at one of its principal sup-
pliers.

The same thing happened in Brazil. The Rio de Janeiro
police stopped work to demand better working conditions,
while in Argentina the truck drivers’ union sought better
pay. People took to the streets in Peru to protest economic
conditions. In Bolivia strikers armed with sticks were stop-
ping traffic in five states.

Strikes constantly fill world news. The Bible long ago
foretold the struggle between enterprise and labor. It is one
of the signs of the return of Jesus Christ.

However, the Bible does not say that rich people will
howl only because of the strikes. Economic turmoil keeps
sweeping around the world. The United States has been
going through one of the most critical times in its financial
history. The stock market has gone through repeated ups and
downs. Unemployment has risen, and families are losing
their homes to foreclosure. In an emergency attempt to re -
du ce the crisis, the U.S. Federal Reserve Bank repeatedly
lowered interest rates until inflation became a threat, be -
cause of rising oil prices.
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Many people in the United States keep asking: What is
happening? Few know the greater dangers that could be
loo ming on the horizon. According to Isaac Joshua, director
of the Conference on Economics at the Uni ver si ty of Paris,
the uncertain situation of the three strongest economies of
the world is one of the most frightening as pects of the pres-
ent outlook.5 Japan and the United States have been strug-
gling with sluggish economies, and the outlook for Europe
is gloomy. Under such conditions one cannot automatically
dismiss the possibility of a worldwide economic recession.
It is a financial tsunami that threatens to destroy everything
in its path.

According to the specialists, the present alternatives are
either a violent crisis or one that is less intense but more
pro longed. And if this is a reality for the three greatest eco -
no mies of the world, imagine what would happen to the
de ve loping nations that directly or indirectly depend on the
stronger financial powers.

As is so often the case it is the poor who suffer the most.
At least they know what it means to suffer. Remem ber that
nearly 800 million people go to bed hungry every night.
But think about the rich, who have never known want and
who cling to money as a source of security. No wonder the
prophecy says they will howl because their riches will be
useless to them.

When the U.S. stock market crashed in 1929 a number
of millionaires lost everything in a flash, and a few ended
up taking their own lives. It took years for the country to
overcome the trauma.6

Money is important, but when human beings find them -
selves far from God they live permanently dissatisfied.
Then wealth becomes an obsession. They cling to it as if it
were the only source of security. But it is nothing but un -
stable sand.
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Jesus said, “Everyone who hears these words of mine,
and acts upon them, may be compared to a wise man, who
built his house upon the rock. And the rain descended, and
the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that
house; and yet it did not fall, for it had been foun ded upon
the rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine,
and does not act upon them, will be like a foolish man, who
built his house upon the sand. And the rain descended, and
the floods came, and the winds blew, and burst against that
house; and it fell, and great was its fall” (Matthew 7:24-27).

Dangerous times are coming. Financial winds are start-
ing to blow across the earth. The Bible said that it would be
so. When these times arrive, where will you have built your
house?

The answer is yours alone.

1 “Hunger Costs Millions of Lives and Billions of Dollars— FAO
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index.html>, Aug. 1, 2008.
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“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached
in all the world as a witness to all the nations,
and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14).

The voice of the flight attendant woke me up. Glan cing
at my watch, I saw that it was 6:05 a.m., London time.
In half an hour the plane would land at She re met yevo

Airport in Moscow. I was arriving in Russia to di rect an evan   -
gelistic campaign.

As I looked out the window, trying to catch a glimpse of
the Russian capital, there came to my mind the difficulties
that people had faced in the old Soviet Union when they
had wanted to study the Bible and serve God. Who ever had
dared to preach the good news of Jesus ran the risk of going
to prison. But the fall of the Iron Curtain and the perestroika
of Mikhail Gorbachev had opened the door for the message
of the gospel.

The Preaching of the Gospel

Chapter 9
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In 1992 pastor and speaker Mark Finley, with an evan-
gelistic team from the television program It Is Written, did
some thing that would go down as a landmark in the history
of preaching. He held an evangelistic series in the Krem lin,
the place where the former government had passed laws
attempting to make God disappear from the lives of the
Russian people. During Pastor Finley’s meetings almost
3,000 people accepted Jesus and were baptized. Today Russia
is fertile soil for the gospel seed. It is part of the fulfillment
of another of the signs of the coming of Jesus: the preaching
of the gospel in all the world.

Enormous challenges still remain, however. A number
of countries and areas have yet to hear the saving message
of Jesus. From a human standpoint it seems that for now, at
least, it is impossible for the gospel to go to such regions.
But as we look at the recent past and re mem  ber such places
as Russia and elsewhere that were once apparently impen-
etrable and yet today are open, we have the assurance that
one day there will be no place in the world where the gospel
does not reach. The church is moving forward with strength
in fulfilling its mission.

During the eight days I spent in Siberia I saw spiritual
hunger everywhere. People fervently wanted to hear God’s
message. Every night I witnessed dozens of them accept
Christ as their personal Savior. I saw them restored by the
trans forming power of Jesus.

The purpose of the gospel is to raise fallen men and
women and return to them the lost image of the Creator.
Human beings of all times and in all places have always
needed the gospel. But if there ever was a point in history
when we should preach the good news of Jesus with force, it
is today. Never before have people been so desperate and
lost in the shadows of their own reasoning. And never before
have human beings sought so urgently to make sense of life.
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Jesus loves such people and seeks to save them. He longs
to show them the road to peace and joy. That is why one of
the signs that tell us we are living in the time of the end is the
preaching of the gospel to everyone everywhere: “And this
gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a
witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Mat -
thew 24:14).

Right now, while you read these words, millions of fer-
vent Christians are going one by one, preaching the good
news of the gospel in both cities and towns and in remote
areas of the planet. The word is going out through radio, te -
le vision, and the Internet as well as being printed in coun t -
less books and magazines. Millions of people invite friends
and neighbors to their homes to share with them the word
of hope. They direct evangelistic series of all sizes and give
Bible studies in people’s homes. The sign that Je sus men-
tioned as an evidence of His return is being fulfilled in an
extraordinary way.

In recent years I have traveled to different countries of
the world to preach in stadiums, in the open air, and in chur -
ches, rented halls, cinemas, and theaters. I have seen how
this prophecy has become reality as people have been bap -
ti zed by the thousands. They join the church of God and
ex press their desire to prepare for the return of Jesus.

It was not only Jesus who mentioned the preaching of
the gospel as a sign of the time of the end. We find the same
message in the prophetic book of Revelation in which John
records what he saw in symbolic vision: “I saw another angel
flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to
those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe
and tongue and people; and he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear
God, and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment
has come; and worship Him who made the heaven and the
earth, the sea and springs of waters’” (Revelation 14:6, 7). 
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The passage makes it clear that the gospel that the world
needs to hear during the time of the end is not a modified
message or something altered or watered down. The gospel
that Adam and Eve heard in Eden is the same as that an -
nounced at Sinai. The good news at Sinai was the same as in
the time of Jesus. The Master of Galilee preached the same
gospel as the apostle Paul. The gospel of the New Tes ta ment
is identical to that of the Middle Ages and our postmodern
era. The good news that Jesus died on the cross of Cal vary
to save humanity was, is, and always will be the same.

What is the gospel? It is the good news of salvation. The
center of the gospel is Jesus Christ—what He did, does, and
will do for the human race. It is news of forgiveness and
restoration. Humanity needs to hear it. Therefore, God sends
an angel flying in midheaven to preach this message to a suf-
fering world now with more emphasis than ever.

Who is this angel? Whom does he represent? An angel
sym bolizes a messenger or a group of messengers.1 The
pro phecy of Revelation 14 means that before the return of
Christ God will raise up a group of messengers to proclaim
the eternal gospel to the whole world. Prophetically those
messengers would begin their activity after the persecution
of the obedient church, a period that would last for 1,260
years.2

The prophecy says that the group of messengers would
preach “with a loud voice.” It means that the message is to
be clear and distinct, one that might startle or alarm or even
be politically incorrect, going against the thinking of the
majority.

The message begins like this: “Fear God and give Him
glory.” Why? Because the message has to be proclaimed at a
time when human beings prefer to worship the creature rather
than the Creator. It is for this reason that the angel points out
the mighty works of God in creation. He emphasizes the
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sovereignty of God as Creator—that He is infinitely greater
than the things He created. He “made heaven and earth,
and the sea and springs of water” (Revelation 14:7). The re -
fore, the creatures must not direct their attention to created
things but to God Himself.

The messengers symbolized by this angel call on hu man
beings to worship the Creator God. And they justify the de -
mand by declaring that “the hour of His judgment has
co me.” The world urgently needs to abandon the ways of
idola try and worship the only true God, because the judg-
ment hour has come.

What judgment is it speaking about here? When Chris -
tians think of divine judgment, they generally look to the
fu ture. They relate the judgment to the coming of Christ
and the destruction of the world. But the angel says that the
hour of God’s judgment has already come. Therefore, it can -
 not be a future matter, but one of the past and present.

The prophet Daniel describes the judgment in the fol-
lowing way: “I kept looking until thrones were set up, and
the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like
white snow, and the hair of His head like pure wool. … A
river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him.
Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, and myri -
ads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat,
and the books were opened” (Daniel 7:9, 10). So you see,
the “books” were opened to begin the judgment. A ca re ful
study of Bible prophecy indicates that it would com mence
in 1844.3 Otherwise, how could Jesus reward the just at His
second coming if He had not already examined the case of
every person?4

Speaking of the judgment terrifies people. Even the
thought of it makes them uncomfortable, because people
equate the judgment with destruction. And if it is des truc -
tion, how is it part of the eternal gospel? The gospel is “good
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news,” not unhappy news. Most of us need en cou ra gement
and not fear, don’t you think?

How should we view the judgment? Consider this: sup-
pose that someone was trying to take possession of your
house. Both of you go to court about the problem. When the
matter comes up for judgment, who needs to be afraid? You,
who are going to get your house back, or the individual
who has taken it away unjustly? Therefore, the judgment is
good news for the just. For the wicked it is news that brings
fear and desperation.

According to the Bible, the judgment is part of the gos pel
of salvation for a simple reason: the Lord Jesus, speaking of
the Holy Spirit, said: “And He, when He comes, will con-
vict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judg-
ment” (John 16:8). Here we find the components of the mes -
sage of the whole gospel. First, I am a sinner and I can do
nothing in my own strength to free myself from the con-
demnation to which my sins have subjected me. Second,
justice comes only from Jesus. Therefore, He died for me on
the cross and freely offers me His grace. Third, if I fail to
take advantage of the marvelous provision of God’s mercy
and grace, I will have to give an account for my decision in
the judicial process when I face the judgment bar of God.

Bible prophecy affirms that in 1844 two important things
took place in the universe. The first took place in hea ven.
There the judgment began. The second happe ned on earth.
God raised a group of messengers to preach the eternal
gospel, announcing that the judgment had be gun and call-
ing on men and women everywhere to re new their worship
of God as the Creator.

This group of messengers formed a remnant church,
the descendant of the woman of Revelation (see Revelation
12:17). The prophecy announces that God has summoned a
church to give the last message to human beings. Because
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the church’s mission is urgent, Scripture symbolizes it by
the angel flying through the heavens. And because its mes-
sage is important, the angel speaks “with a loud voice.”

In order for such a church to fulfill its mission, God has
been opening doors in recent years to enable it to preach
the gospel to millions around the world. Shortwave trans-
mitters in strategic locations send the gospel message to
practically the whole earth in many languages and dialects
twenty-four hours a day.

Through them and many other communication meth-
ods, the gospel is reaching people even in the remotest and
most distant places. The other day I received a letter from a
man who said, “Pastor, I will never have an oppor tunity to
meet you in person in this life. I just want to thank you be -
cause one day, over the radio, I heard the good news of the
gospel as I listened to the message you were presenting. At
that time my home was destroyed and I had just made two
attempts at suicide. I had come to the point that life made
no sense. I was suffering a strange anguish that had plunged
me into desperation. I couldn’t sleep. I would pass hours of
the night awake. I had gone to many doctors and special-
ists in emotional problems, but no one had been able to
help me.

“Early one morning I turned on the radio and heard
you preach. I had never believed in the gospel, Jesus, or the
Bible. A rational man, I was an agnostic and considered reli-
gion something for weak people. I had no need for such
crutches. But suddenly I didn’t know what had happened
in my life. I began to lose the taste for everything. Nothing
made sense any more, and I was sinking deeper and deep-
er in a sea of despair—until that early morning when I heard
you speak on the radio. In its darkness and silence the Spirit
of God spoke to my heart, showed me reality, and made me
see my need for Jesus. I accepted Him, and today I rejoice in
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sharing the news that has filled my life with people who
don’t yet know Jesus. I am a happy man.”

The preaching of the gospel is fulfilling its purpose: to
rescue people from death. The sign of the return of Christ
is being fulfilled and the world is being prepared for the
final harvest.

Very soon, according to God’s timetable, the day will
come in which the Father will say to the Son, “Go and bring
home My redeemed children, those who believe in Me and
are willing to obey Me even at the risk of losing their lives.
I don’t want to see them suffering, and I don’t want to live
any more without them. The table is ready, the banquet is
prepared. Only the guests are lacking. Please, go and bring
them.”

When that day arrives, will you be ready to go with
Jesus?

The answer is yours alone.

1 C. Mervyn Maxwell, God Cares Volume 2- The Message of Revelation for
You and Your Family (Nampa, Idaho: Pacific Press Publishing Asso cia -
tion, 1985).

2 Alejandro Bullón, Tercer milenio (Buenos Aires: Asociación Casa Edi -
to ra Sudamericana, 1998), pp. 65, 66.

3 Roy Gane, Who’s Afraid of the Judgment? (Boise, Idaho: Pacific Press
Pub. Assn., 2006). Most Christians have overlooked the fact that this
judgment exists, and many of those who do have misunderstood its
purpose. Gane shows in this book, based on the prophetic book of
Daniel, that the pre-Advent judgment benefits the children of God.
Daniel 7:22 says: “And judgment was passed in favor of the saints.”

4 Richard M. Davidson, “The Good News of Yom Kippur,” Journal of the
Adventist Theological Society 2, 1966, pp. 4-27. Davidson points out three
principal reasons why the judgment is good news: (1) it restores the
gospel to its rightful place, and brings the believer to a position of assur-
ance and vindication; (2) it achieves the purification of the heavenly
sanctuary, where Christ is officiating; and (3) it vindicates the character
of God.
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“Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and
will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations
on account of My name” (Matthew 24:9).

Two hundred and forty human torches cast a horrifying
light across the palace gardens. From his balcony em -
pe ror Diocletian gazed with satisfaction on the scene

of death. The agonizing screams of the Christians tore the
air as they burned to death. Their only crime: to believe in
Jesus Christ and obey His word.1

Two years earlier (A.D. 303) Diocletian had come to
power. At first he ordered every copy of Scripture burned
and churches torn down. Those who refused to renounce
their faith were to be killed and their houses burnt. His to ry
records that the emperor ordered a monument built with
the inscription: “In honor of the extermination of the Chris -
tian superstition.” It was one of the cruelest persecutions of
history.2

A Strange Persecution

Chapter 10
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The events of the first centuries of the Christian era are
sad fragments of a story that no one enjoys recalling. But
they will never be repeated, right? No, wrong! Persecution
appeared again in the Middle Ages. This time the Chris tian
Church itself persecuted groups of believers who in sis ted
on studying and obeying the Bible as their only rule of faith
and doctrine. Labeled as heretics, they faced judgment and
death for their obedience to the Word of God (Matthew 24:9).

That was hundreds of years ago. Today it seems highly
un likely that someone would be persecuted for his or her
re ligious convictions. Nevertheless, Jesus categorically de -
cla red that shortly before His return to earth a group of
Chris tians would once again endure persecution, because
of their insistence on obeying the Bible and the Bible only.

In chapter 5, when we looked at natural catastrophes,
we saw that Jesus announced that extraordinary signs would
appear in the sun, the moon, and the stars. “But im me dia te ly
after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall
from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be sha -
ken” (Mark 13:24, 25). The Master stated that such things
would happen “after the tribulation.” What tribulation was
Je sus talking about? He Himself explained: “Then they will
deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be
hated by all nations on account of My name” (Matthew 24:9;
see also Revelation 12).

Does it mean that before the coming of Christ the world
will experience a renewal of persecution? What type of per-
secution will it be? And what will cause it? No one who loves
the truth can remain indifferent to this matter. It is some-
thing that has to do with the eternal destiny of every human
being.

Before we go on with this subject, we need to remember
that throughout history God has always had an enemy
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who specialized in deception. He attempted to gain control
of the human race through his lies. The book of Revelation
identifies him as the devil and Satan (Revelation 12:9). John
depicts him under the symbol of a dragon (verses 3, 9). The
dragon uses seduction to achieve his ends. Through his lies
he manages to deceive many, including, if it were possible,
“the chosen ones,” according to the words of the Lord Jesus
Himself. But although seduction and deceit give him good
results, there remains a group of people who study the
Bible and don’t fall for his deceptions. What can the enemy
do with them? Overcome with rage, he persecutes them.
What he doesn’t achieve one way, he will attempt to do by
another.

The book of Revelation speaks of that persecution, and
Jesus mentions it as one of the last signs of His return to
earth. John tells what he saw in vision: “And the dragon was
enraged with the woman, and went off to make war with
the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of
God and hold to the testimony of Jesus” (verse 17). Who is
this woman persecuted by the dragon? Whom does she
represent? In the Bible a woman often serves as a symbol of
a church (see (Revelation 12:1; Ephe sians 5:25-32; 2 Corin -
thians 11:2). A pure woman, clothed in white, depicts the
church of God (Revelation 12:1, 5). An impure wo man,
clothed with scarlet, stands for that part of the church that
has become God’s enemy (Reve lation 17).

The persecuted woman is the symbol of those in the
church who remain loyal to God. John himself described her
in this way: “And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on
her head a crown of twelve stars” (Reve la tion 12:1)

This woman [church] has endured persecution from
the dragon [Satan] throughout history. He attacked her with
bitter hatred because she refused to fall for his lies. She held
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fast to the Word of God. John himself, exiled to the island
of Patmos, is one example. It was there that he wrote the
book of Revelation: “I, John, your brother and fellow par-
taker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance
which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos, be -
cause of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (Re -
ve lation 1:9).

Notice two reasons for John’s exile: The Word of God
and the testimony of Jesus Christ. In reality, we could sum-
marize both causes as one: his love of Jesus. If you love the
Lord, it is logical that you will be faithful to His Word. And
if you respect His Word, there is no way that you will ac -
cept the deceptions and lies that the dragon may invent.
This makes the enemy furious. It is why he persecutes those
who insist on obeying the teachings of the Bible.

Such persecution is not against those who merely carry
the name of Christian. If I am a Christian but I am ignorant
of truth, and follow the false teachings of the enemy, he has
no reason to trouble me. He leaves me alone. Persecution is
only for those who reject deception and insist on obeying
what the Bible teaches. 

The majority at that time will choose the path of least
resistance. Meanwhile, those who cling to the teachings of
the Bible will begin to be seen as radicals, stubborn, and po -
li tically incorrect. Could there be in our time anyone more
worthy of rejection than a politically incorrect person? And
whom could you call more politically incorrect than those
who refuse to lower their values, who will not negotiate
prin ci ples, who do not believe what the majority believes
and refuse to accept what they accept?

The stubbornness of these persecuted people has to do
mainly with a matter that the great majority considers a
foolish detail. In Revelation 12:17 the dragon persecutes the
woman and also the “remnant of her seed,” that is, the last-day
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church, because they insist on obeying God according to
His Word. Notice that the church at the time of the end has
two characteristics: it keeps the commandments of God
and has the testimony of Jesus (Revelation 12:17; 14:12).
They are the same reasons that led to John’s exile on the
island of Patmos—loyalty and obedience to God and His
Word.

Today many consider God’s commandments to be of
no use to Christians. Many assume that the law was nailed
to the cross of Calvary and therefore the Christian should
no longer be concerned about keeping it. Nevertheless, the
remnant stands out from the crowd precisely because they
in sist on being faithful to Jesus and obeying the command-
ments. It may seem like a trivial detail, but obedience to the
eternal principles of the Word of God is not negotiable.

In Revelation 13 the dragon appears once again. Here he
hands over his power to a strange new beast. In prophecy a
“beast” symbolizes a kingdom or power (see, for exam  ple,
Daniel 7:16, 17). John says of this new beast: “It was given
to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them;
and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and
nation was given to him” (Revelation 13:7).

The new power begins to persecute God’s people. Since
people worship it, it is obviously a religious power. “And all
who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose
name has not been written … in the book of life of the
Lamb” (verse 8).

According to the book of Revelation, during the last
days a special religious power will acquire great authority.
It will be loved and respected by multitudes, followed and
praised by kings and princes. But at the same time it will
per secute those who do not accept its authority and submit
themselves to it. Who will reject the authority of the beast?
Those who insist on being faithful to Jesus and His Word.
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But notice more: The prophecy also states that in the last
days of our world there will arise a political power that will
support the false religious one. It is the second beast of Re ve -
la tion 13, the one that received its authority from the dra gon.
The apostle John describes it: “And I saw another beast com-
ing up out of the earth … and he causes all, the small and the
great, and the rich and the poor, and the free men and the
slaves, to be given a mark on their right hand, or on their fore-
head, and he provides that no one should be able to buy or to
sell, except the one who has the mark, either the name of the
beast or the number of his name” (verses 11-17).

People will not even be able to buy or sell unless they
have “the mark of the beast.” To understand this it is nec-
essary to know first the identity of the “mark of God.” If it
is true that the dragon marks his followers, it is also true
that God does the same with His faithful and obedient
children, the ones that He calls “saints.”

Earlier, John had declared: “After this I saw four angels
stan ding at the four corners of the earth, holding back the
four winds of the earth, so that no wind should blow on the
earth or on the sea or on any tree” (Reve la tion 7:1). This re -
fers to the final destruction of the earth at the second com-
ing of Christ. Four angels hold back the winds of des truc -
tion. Why? The next verse gives us the answer: “And I saw
another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, ha ving
the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voi ce
to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the
earth and the sea, saying, ‘Do not harm the earth or the sea
or the trees, until we have sealed the bond-servants of our
God on their foreheads’” (verses 2, 3). Notice that the angel
tells the first four to hold back the destruction until God’s
servants are sealed.

Today, as you read this, we are standing at one of the
most important moments in the history of the world, a fact
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that, sadly, few realize. Those who receive the seal of God
will escape the final destruction, whereas John says that “if
anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives a
mark on his forehead or upon his hand, he also will drink
of the wine of the wrath of God” (Revelation 14:9, 10).

The book of Revelation depicts two great commanders.
Both have their followers. And both identify their people.
The dragon places the mark of the beast on his people. Je -
sus marks His with the seal of God.

But what is the seal of God? If we discover that, we can
know the nature of the mark of the beast. A seal is an iden-
tifying mark. It carries the name or position of responsibil-
ity of the person and the extent of his or her authority.

Behind the seal of God lies His authority—His law and
the eternal principles of His divine government. Behind the
mark of the beast you can also find a supposed authority—
the decrees and deceitful principles of the enemy. Behind the
seal of God is His desire to save. And behind the mark of the
beast lurks the intention to destroy. Behind the seal of God
are the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, while behind
the mark of the beast are the dragon, the beast, and the false
prophet (see Revelation 16). The seal of God is pla ced in the
life of those who “have washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb” (Re ve la tion 7:14). The mark
of the beast gets placed in the life of those who worship the
deceiving power that claims to have di vi ne authority with-
out any right to do so.

The Bible contains a number of verses that explain the
nature of the seal of God. One of them declares: “And sanc-
tify My Sabbaths; and they shall be a sign between Me and
you, that you may know that I am the Lord your God”
(Eze kiel 20:20). According to this passage, the Sabbath is a
sign of obedience for the Christian church. God did not
give the Sabbath to Israel alone. He insti tuted it at Creation
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(Genesis 2:1-3), and God’s people observed it even before
the Lord presented the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai
(Exodus 16:23-30). Jesus kept it (Luke 4:16). The apostles
honor ed it both before the cross and then after Jesus was re -
su rrected and returned to heaven (Acts 18:1-5). The
author of the epistle to the Hebrews says: “For He has thus
said somewhere concerning the seventh day, ‘And God
rested on the seventh day from all His works’; … there
remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of God”
(Hebrews 4:4-9).

The enemy knows the Bible. He recognizes what the
Word of God says. But he is a liar from the beginning, the
enemy of the truth. So what does he do? Camouflaging the
truth, he mixes it with a lie and then presents it using his
method, which is seduction. The result: multitudes follow
him, obeying and believing what he teaches. But another
group of people love Jesus and obey His commandments.
They are not deceived.

The price of obedience to the Word of God and faithful-
ness to Jesus will be a very high one. The dragon will vent
all his anger against them. Using religious and political coer -
cion he will initiate the greatest religious persecution of all
time. Because it has been prophesied, there is no way to avoid
it. It will be yet another evidence of the nearness of Christ’s
return. The prophet Daniel said, “There will be a ti me of dis-
tress such as never occurred since there was a na tion until that
time” (Daniel 12:1).

According to Jesus Himself, this persecution will take
place before the great natural phenomena that will be ma ni -
fested in the sun, the moon, and the stars. Luke tells it this
way: “There will be great earthquakes, and in various places
plagues and famines; and there will be terrors and great
signs from heaven. But before all these things, they will lay
their hands on you and will persecute you, … brin ging you
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before kings and governors for My name’s sake. … But you
will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and rela-
tives and friends, and they will put some of you to death,
and you will be hated by all on account of My name” (Luke
21:11-17). Notice the extent and cruelty of such persecution.
Brothers and sisters will betray one ano ther, as will parents
and children, and friends will turn against friends.

It is true that, originally, Jesus was speaking of the per -
se cution of Christians who would suffer under the Ro mans
during the first century of the Christian era, but it is also true
that the persecution will repeat itself in the last days of the
world’s history. Remember that the Master was res pon ding
to the question that the disciples had asked with re gard to
the destruction of the temple and the end of the world.

This last persecution will be the worst and cruelest of all
time. Innocent people will be humiliated and made victims
because they refuse to obey the dominant religious power.
Political authority will enforce the campaign. And behind
both of them will be the dragon.

Let’s again consider the seal of God. As we have seen,
the Bible says that it is the Sabbath, the day commonly
called Saturday, the seventh day of the week. This brings us
to the vital question of the nature of the mark of the beast.
To understand it we return to Revelation 13. Remember that
it speaks here both of a religious power and a political power
that “deceives those who dwell on the earth because of the
signs which it was given him to perform in the presence of
the beast, telling those who dwell on the earth to make an
image to the beast” (Revelation 13:14).

Please notice that another symbolic figure now appears
on the stage: an image of the beast. An image is a represen-
tation or symbol that stands for something else. When you
think of the colors of your country’s flag, it reminds you of
what country you belong to, because behind the flag there
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exists a country. In the same way, if the authority of God ex -
pres ses itself in a seal and the seal of God is the Sabbath,
then what is the mark, the seal that expresses the authority
of the enemy of God? It must be something that counter-
feits God’s Sabbath seal—another worship day.

First of all, we must keep in mind that the Bible does
not contain a single text that says the seventh day is no lon -
ger the true day of rest. At some point in history something
appeared that pretended to have divine authority and
changed the observance of Sabbath for that of a different
day—Sunday. Many people sincerely believe that they
honor Sunday because Jesus rose on that day. It is true that
the Resurrection did take place on Sunday, but the Bible
never says that because of that reason the Sabbath is no
longer sacred and that now Sunday is the current day of rest
and worship.

Sunday had a completely pagan origin. During Roman
times sun worshippers regarded it as a special day. That is
precisely the reason why some languages call it Sunday.3

The observance of Sunday by the Christian Church be -
gan many years after Jesus went back to heaven and after
the apostles had died. Several factors led to it. One in vol ved
the struggle by the Jews who were trying to become free of
Roman occupation. As the Roman authorities roun ded up the
Jews, Christians, who also observed the Sab bath, got caught
up in the persecution. To avoid confusion, some Chris tians
began to shift their worship day to Sunday. But the Bible
pro vides no authorization for such a change.4

Sunday came to be officially accepted as a day of rest for
the Christian Church when the emperor Constantine ac cep -
ted Christianity in the year 331.The influence of the em peror
was decisive in establishing Sunday as a legal day of wor ship.

Today the Catholic Church accepts without hesitation
its role as author of the change from Sabbath to Sunday. An
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official publication of the Church states: “Sunday wor ship
is not based on Scripture but on tradition, and is a Catholic
Institution.”5 A Doctrinal Catechism confirms: “We observe
Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church
transferred the solemnity of the Sabbath to Sunday.”6

The Church of Rome accepts responsibility for the chan ge
of Sabbath to Sunday. But there’s more to it than this. While
history records that the Church of Rome apparently made
the transfer, the reality is something else. The true author
of the change is the enemy of God.

A day of worship does not necessarily mean that that
particular day is better than any other. It is not simply a mat -
 ter of days. What really is at stake is what those days repre-
sent. The seventh day belongs to Christ. It is a sign of His
power and His authority. He Himself declared: “There fore
the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27).
Through the prophet Ezekiel He also said: “Sanctify My
Sabbaths; … that you may know that I am the Lord your
God” (Ezekiel 20:20).

To honor the first day of the week as a day of rest is a
human invention. It is an attack on the authority of Jesus. But
to keep the seventh day is a sign of loyalty to Christ. Ob ser -
ving the first day of the week ultimately means disloyalty. If
we will respect the Sabbath we must walk in the way that
Jesus did. Whenever anyone substitutes Sunday for the day
that God ordained they turn aside from the tea ching of the
Bible. The prophet Hosea reminds us: “Who ever is wise, let
him understand these things. Who ever is discerning, let
him know them. For the ways of the Lord are right. And
the righteous will walk in them, but trans gressors will
stumble in them” (Hosea 14:9).

As you look at the world you may feel that persecution
as a sign of the return of Christ will never be fulfilled. Who
would dare to persecute someone today for their faith? We
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live in a time of much religious freedom. The human race
has never had greater respect for human rights. In much of
the world countless social movements defend the rights of
minorities. How would it be possible for someone to be per -
secuted only because they keep the Sabbath? From a hu man
viewpoint it may seem impossible. Nevertheless, the Bible
says that such persecution will be almost the last sign that
will happen just before the glorious return of Jesus. It will be
something surprising and unexpected. But it will be real.

Are you fearful of the persecution that Scripture pre-
dicts? You don’t need to be. The Lord Jesus will take care of
His faithful children. Read the marvelous promise regarding
His infinite care for you: “Though youths grow weary and
tired, and vigorous young men stumble badly, yet those who
wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up
with wings like eagles, they will run and not get ti red, they
will walk and not become weary” (Isaiah 40:29-31).

Do you know what God will do for you beside taking
care of you and giving you strength? Read what He Him self
says: “For those days will be a time of tribulation such as has
not occurred since the beginning of the creation which God
created, until now, and never shall. And unless the Lord had
shortened those days, no life would have been saved; but
for the sake of the elect whom He chose, He shortened the
days” (Matthew 24:21, 22). God personally promises you
that He will shorten the time of suffering in the last days for
the sake of His people.

All the signs of the return of Christ that we have stud-
ied so far have been in the process of being fulfilled. So will
this one also, even though to many it may seem at first
glan ce incredible. When the persecution comes, where will
you be? To which of the two groups will you belong? Will
you be with the persecutors or the persecuted?

The answer is yours alone.
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1 Marta Sordi, Los cristianos y el Imperio Romano (Madrid: Ediciones
Encuentro, 1988), pp. 119-129.

2 Ramsay MacMullen, Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth
Centuries (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1997), pp. 1-31.

3 The Deus Sol Invictus, or “unconquered sun god,” was an official state
deity of the late Roman Empire. Several emperors before Constantine
had ordered the imperial coins struck with the motto SOLI INVICTO
COMITI, thus claiming the deity as a companion of the emperor. Cons -
tantine was especially devoted to this deity, and his coinage con  tinued
to bear legends relating to Sol Invictus until 323. A.D. On March 7, 321,
Constantine decreed dies Solis—“Sunday”—as a day of rest.
The Codice Justinianeo 3.12.2 reads: “Imperator Constantinus: On the
venerable day of the Sun let the magistrates and people residing in cities
rest, and let all workshops be closed. In the country however persons
engaged in agriculture may freely and lawfully continue their pursuits
because it often happens that another day is not suitable for grain-sow-
ing or vine planting; lest by neglecting the proper moment for such
operations the bounty of heaven should be lost.” <http//es.wikipe
dia.org/ wiki/Sol_Invictus>, Aug. 1, 2008.

4 For Roman Catholic and Protestant statements about the Sunday/
Sabbath issue, see <http://www.amightywind.com/wolves/sab-
bathchanged.htm>, Aug. 1, 2008.

5 Catholic Record, Sept. 17, 1892.
6 A Doctrinal Catechism, 1957 ed., p. 50.
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“But of that day and hour no one knows, not even
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father
alone. For the coming of the Son of Man will be just
like the days of Noah. For as in those days which
were before the flood they were eating and drinking,
they were marrying and giving in marriage, until
the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not
understand until the flood came and took them all
away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be”
(Matthew 24:36-39).

Igrew up in a family of nine siblings. Our dad, a miner,came home only every two weeks. Before leaving He
always left a list of things he wanted us to do before he got

back. Although we had daily duties, we often would leave
everything until the last minute. When the day finally
arrived for Dad’s return, we would divide the tasks among

When Will He Come?

Chapter 11
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us and in a few hours have everything ready. Dad always
thought he had marvelously obedient children. But he was
deceived.

One day an accident occurred in the mines, and the com-
pany sent all the miners home, so Dad arrived back before
we expected him. To his surprise, he found out the sad real-
ity. His children were not as wonderful as he thought.

My father was only human. He didn’t have the abil -
ity to read the hearts of his children. But with God things
are different.

A lot of people wonder why Jesus didn’t tell us the exact
day and hour of His return. I believe the reason lies in the
na ture of the human heart. If we knew the exact time, we
would ignore His counsels about how we should live. Then
a few hours before His scheduled appearance we would
hurriedly try to get ready. But it wouldn’t do us any good.
That’s why Jesus included the element of surprise. He Him -
self said, “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone”
(Matthew 24:36).

Speaking of His return, Jesus said it would happen as in
the days of Noah: “For as in those days which were before
the flood they were eating and drinking, they were marry-
ing and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered
the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came
and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of
Man be” (verses 37-39).

There is nothing wrong with getting married. The fact that
people marry is not a sign of the Second Coming. The cen  tral
idea here is Jesus’ return will be a surprise. When it hap pens,
people will be living just as they always have—bu si  ness as
usual. Only a few people will be paying attention to the signs
of the times. That’s how it was in the days of Noah. People
were so occupied with just living that they had no time for
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God. When Noah began to tell them that the world as they
knew it would soon end with a flood, no one be lieved him.
They thought he was crazy and made fun of him.

The message of Noah was unpopular. To have accepted
it would have been to expose one self to a lot of ridicule. In
the same way, today the message of the Bible is strange to the
postmodern mind. Some people say it doesn’t make sense.
But then it was not different in the days of the apostle Paul:
“For the word of the cross is to those who are perishing fool-
ishness, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”
(1 Corinthians 1:18).

Noah preached for 120 years. At the beginning many
pro  ba bly believed his message. Some may have even helped
in the construction of the ark. Others may have gi ven funds
and material to aid in fulfilling the mission that Noah had
received. But the flood did not come as soon as the people
expected.

Years and still more years went by. No one believed in
the flood anymore. At the end, the only ones who were ready
and went into the ark were Noah, his wife, and their three
sons and daughters-in-law. That’s all. Where were all the
people who believed at first? They had gotten discouraged.
Time had blown out the flame in their hearts.

Then one ordinary day, a day like any other, when no
one was expecting anything different, something extraor-
dinary did happen.

Something unusual appeared in the sky. A small cloud
grew rapidly larger and darker by the minute until it spread
across the heavens from one end to the other. Thun der rock ed
the sky. Lightning streaked across the darkened ex pan se of
heavens.

Then everyone remembered Noah, the crazy old man,
the ark builder. And everyone ran to the ark. They all asked
to get in, but God had closed the door of the ark, and no
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human being could open it. The Bible states: “They did not
understand until the flood came and took them all away; so
shall the coming of the Son of Man be” (Matthew 24:39).

Did you notice the emphasis in the text on people’s lack
of preparation? Before the Flood people weren’t ready, and
when Jesus comes back many will be in the same condition.

The apostle Peter says that before the Second Coming,
history will repeat itself. “In the last days mockers will come
... saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? For ever
since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from
the beginning of creation” (2 Peter 3:3, 4). Many will ri dicule
the idea of Jesus’ return. Insisting that nothing strange like
that will ever occur, they believe that things will continue
just as they always have. As a result they will regard those
getting ready for the second advent of Christ as if they were
beings from another planet.

In the following verses Peter tries to explain the appar-
ent delay: “But do not let this one fact escape your notice,
beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow about
His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to
repentance” (verses 8, 9).

Two thoughts especially stand out in Peter’s statement.
The first is the brevity of human life. How long can a human
being live in our day? In Japan a man died recently at 113.1

But what is that many years compared with God’s eterni-
ty? Therefore, Jesus’ coming is not delayed. Human beings
live no more than a millisecond compared with God’s eter-
nity.

The second thought has to do with God’s mercy. He
loves people. If it could all depend on His love, everyone
would be saved, but salvation requires a personal decision.
No one can interfere. God created men and women as free
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moral agents. He encourages them to choose. Although He
has given them His Word to make the alternatives clear, the
choice is theirs alone.

Nevertheless, the fact that God loves humanity and is
patient doesn’t mean that He will not return or that the day
of opportunity will go on forever. Peter continues: “But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens
will pass away with a roar and the elements will be des -
 troy ed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be
burn ed up” (verse 10). Here it is again—the element of sur-
prise. Thieves do not let us know ahead of time when they
will break in. We may know that they are lurking outside,
but we cannot be sure of exactly when they will attempt to
break in. Peter compares the return of Jesus to the unexpect-
edness of a robbery. The element of comparison he has in
mind here is that of surprise.

What Jesus wants is for His children to be always ready.
That’s why He said, “Be on guard that your hearts may not
be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness and
the worries of life, and that day come on you suddenly like
a trap; for it will come upon all those who dwell on the face
of all the earth. But keep on the alert at all times, praying in
order that you may have strength to escape all these things
that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of
Man” (Luke 21:34-36).

Some time ago I spoke with a person who knew noth-
ing about the Bible. As we rode together in an airplane the
con versation turned to spiritual questions. We shared the
con cept each of us had about life. I told him I believed in
the return of Christ and the establishment of His eternal
king dom.

“I prefer to live in the present reality,” he told me. “Hea -
ven is too abstract, and it’s in a distant future. I don’t know
if I’ll even be alive when that day comes.”
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A typical person of our time, the man thought only of
the here and now. As far as he was concerned, it was not
worthwhile trying to think about heaven while interest-
ing things were constantly happening here on earth.

“Life is short,” he told me in conclusion, “and we can’t
waste it on utopian dreams. We need to be realistic.”

We need to be realistic? Then, borrowing an illustration
from another writer, allow me to reason with you. Suppose
we live 100 years and come to the end of our days. And we
dis cover that the man who spoke with me that day was
right. Heaven does not exist. The coming of Christ is a uto -
pian dream. There is no eternal life. Nothing. Then what
will I have lost if there is nothing? Nothing! I will have lost
ab solutely nothing. But let’s suppose that at the end of our
days we discover that the Bible was right. Heaven is real,
eter nal life is a reality, and Christ does come back to take
with Him those who are ready. Well, then, my friend in the
plane will have lost everything. It’s that simple. But it is
also real and true.

Very soon the day is approaching when human beings
will awake, just as they always have, to go about their daily
round of activities. In factories employees will be carrying out
their assigned duties. The clubs and entertainment centers
will be filled. People will be doing good or evil, chasing as
they always have after their dreams. Nothing out of the ordi-
nary. Nothing different. Just as it was in the days of Noah.

Suddenly, in the midst of the sky, will appear a small
cloud. It will grow larger by the second. The earth will shake
to the very foundations. John described the scene this way:
“And I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was
a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth
made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood; and
the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree casts its
unripe figs when shaken by a great wind. And the sky was
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split apart like a scroll when it is rolled up; and every moun -
tain and island were moved out of their places. And the kings
of the earth and the great men and the commanders and
the rich and the strong and every slave and free man, hid
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the moun-
tains; and they said to the mountains and to the rocks, ‘Fall
on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the great day
of their wrath has come; and who is able to stand?’”
(Revelation 6:12-17).

While some people are running around terrified, those
who believed in the Second Coming and prepared them-
selves for that day will raise their arms and exclaim: “Behold,
this is our God for whom we have waited that He might save
us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; Let us rejoice
and be glad in His salvation” (Isaiah 25:9).

One cold morning in a concentration camp during 1942
a young man looked through the barbed-wire fence and
saw a girl that he thought as beautiful as the sunlight itself.
The young woman spotted him too, and her heart leaped
up. Wanting to express her feelings, she threw a red apple
over the fence. Somehow the apple brought him life, hope,
and love. As the boy picked it up a ray of sunshine illumi-
nated his dark world. The angelic face and the timid smile
of that young woman lingered in his mind.

The next day he was eager to see her again. When he
approached the fence, to his delight there she was. Waiting
for the arrival of the young man who had touched her
heart, she stood there with another red apple in her hand.

It was extremely cold and the freezing wind moaned
sadly. Despite that, two hearts were warmed by love as the
apple crossed the fence.

The incident repeated itself for several days. Two young
people, on opposite sides of a fence, briefly looked for one
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another. Only for an instant each day. The en coun ter was lit-
tle more than a flickering flame.

One day the young man announced with a sad expression,
“Don’t bring me the apple tomorrow. I won’t be here any more.
They are sending me to another concentration camp.”

That afternoon the boy left with a broken heart. From
that day on the beautiful image of the girl would fill his mind
during moments of sorrow. Her eyes, the few words they
had exchanged, the red apple. For him it was a spark of joy
in the midst of unending sadness. His family perished in the
war and his life was nearly destroyed, but even in the dark-
est hours the image of the girl with the timid smile brought
him joy, courage, and hope.

Years passed. One day in the United States two adults
met by chance in a restaurant and began to talk about their
lives. “Where were you during the war?” the woman asked.

“I was in a concentration camp in Germany,” he ans -
we red.

“I remember throwing apples over the fence to a young
man who was also in concentration camp,” she recalled.

With his heart in his throat, the man stammered, “And
did that young man say to you one day: ‘Tomorrow don’t
bring me the apple, because they are sending me to another
concentration camp’?”

“Yes, but how could you have known that?”
Looking into her eyes, as if he was gazing at a star, he

said, “I was that young man.”
A moment of silence. So many memories, so much nos-

talgia, such joy at seeing her again. The words almost re fu -
sed to come out, but he went on: “They separated me from
you that day, but I never lost the hope of seeing you again.
Will you marry me?”

As he held her close she whispered in his ear, “Yes, yes,
a thousand times yes.”2
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The world is a ripe fruit, ready to be harvested. Christ
is coming back to put an end to the long, sad history of sin.
He is coming to take you home, coming to tell you that He
never lost the hope of seeing you safe with Him for all eter-
nity. There is a place in heaven for you, and it will never be
the same without your presence. You are the most precious
thing that Jesus has on earth. Just as you are, with your joys
and sorrows, with your struggles and conflicts, with your
good points and mistakes—you are important to Jesus. So
important that He came to die for you on the cross of Cal -
va ry, and is returning to take you home again with Him.
Are you ready?

The answer is yours alone.

1 “Kaku Yamanaka, Japan’s Oldest Person, Dies of Old Age; She Was 113,”
<http://www.newsmeat.com/news/meat.php?articleId=17590794
&channelId=2951&buyerId=newsmeatcom&buid=3281>, Aug. 1,
2008. 

2 On Valentine’s Day, 1996, the same man told his wife on a U.S. tele-
vision program, the Oprah Winfrey show, “You fed me in the concen-
tration camp. You gave me hope over the years. Now I am still hun-
gry, but only hungry for your love.”
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