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INTRODUCTION: What Are You Thankful For? 
My passage is Colossians 2:6-15. You can turn there now. 
 
What are you thankful for? As you think back over the last year 2017 
what are some things that make you feel particularly blessed?  
 
If we are honest though. Thankfulness is something that we often 
find hard. And we find it hard because the priorities of our hearts are 
wrong. We focus on the wrong things and thus we find ourselves 
disappointed and ungrateful, don’t we? Christmas presents and 
thankfulness:  
• Christmas as children 
• Christmas as an adult: getting pineapple socks 

 
And retailers know that we find contentment and thankfulness, hard 
don’t they? That is what boxing day sales and new year sales are all 
about. Boxing day adverts succeed by tapping into our 
discontentment and dissatisfaction. By manipulating our lack of 
thankfulness for the things we already have. Retailers know that, if 
they can poke at the right nerve, they can steal our attention and get 
their hands on our money. 
 
We experience a similar temptation as Christians too don’t we. We 
as Christians have so many things to be thankful for. By God’s grace, 
and his grace alone, we see our own sin. By God’s grace, we have 
come to trust Christ. By God’s grace we have received forgiveness. 



We have been adopted into God’s family. We have been given a new 
heart. We have the Holy Spirit. God is by the Spirit slowly making us 
like Christ. And Christ is coming back to usher us into our eternal 
home with him.  
 
We have so much to be thankful for. But we don’t find thankfulness 
easy do we. How many times even this week have you found yourself 
grumbling to God? How many of your prayers are in truth complaints 
in disguise? 
 
Where are you at as we enter 2019? Thankful or Ungrateful? Content 
or discontent? 
 
In Colossians 2, our passage this evening, Paul is confronting his 
audience with this very question.  
 
The Colossians accepted Christ Jesus and his teaching when Paul 
presented the gospel to them. They choose to follow Christ as their 
master and received him as their Lord. But now there is the 
temptation to be ungrateful. 
 
But in recent times divisive groups had come into the Colossian 
community and they were saying that Christ is a great instructor for 
learning the beginning steps of the Christian life, but now they 
needed more advanced and sophisticated tutors. They like the 
boxing day advertisers were taping into the Colossians dissatisfaction 
with what they already have in Christ. You might begin with Christ, 
but you perfect your technique with other more exclusive masters. 
You might begin with the gospel, but now you need more 
sophisticated methods in order to grow. Paul calls the teaching of 
these schismatic naysayers what it is. He calls it empty philosophy. 
 
Read Colossians 2:6-15 with me: “Therefore, as you received Christ 
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and 



established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.  
 
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty 
deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 
spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.  
 
For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have 
been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In him 
also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, 
by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 
12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who 
raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your 
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by 
canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed 
the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him.” 
 
Here I think is the basic idea of what Paul is trying to tell the 
Colossians in these verses: “We should continue listen to Jesus as our 
Lord, and not go astray after other teachers because Christ has given 
us ample reason to be thankful.” 
 
Paul develops this main idea in three separate points. Those three 
points will be the three points of our sermon this morning. Paul gives 
a positive command, a negative warning, and then four reasons in 
support. That’s our three points. (1) Paul’s command, (2) Paul’s 
warning, and (3) Paul’s reasons.  
 
Let’s get started with our first point—Paul’s command. 
 
MAIN POINT ONE: Paul’s Command 



Paul reminds the Colossians that when they received Jesus they 
received him as Lord. And now they are to continue to follow him 
and walk in obedience to him. They are to continue to trust Christ 
and listen to him. Read with me what Paul says in verses 6-7, 
“Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith just as 
you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”  
 
Paul uses tells the Colossians to continue in Christ, “just as they were 
taught.” This helps us understand what Paul means be continue in 
Christ. It isn’t some sort of super-spiritual experience where you 
reach a point of surrender and just sort of let go and let God. They 
are to continue in Christ by clinging to the bible’s teaching about 
Christ. It is an intellectual continuance that Paul is talking about. The 
Colossians were taught Christ in the gospel. And now they must 
continue to trust Christ as He is revealed in the gospel. The scriptures 
testimony about Christ is sufficient for our faith. But the struggle to 
continue is a struggle to know and appreciate what the Colossians 
already have in Christ. 
 
We know can learn a little bit about the way that Colossians received 
Christ, and were taught the faith (as it says in verse 7), by taking a 
look at the rest of the letter. Colossians 1:6-7, “of this you heard 
before in the word of the truth the gospel which has come to you . . . 
just as you learned it from Epaphras.” The Colossians “learned” the 
gospel from Paul’s disciple Epaphras. As far as scholars can tell, 
Epaphras was in Ephesus when Paul was sharing the gospel there. 
Then Epaphras did the natural thing that people in the New 
Testament do when they hear and believe the gospel. He 
immediately went home and shared the gospel in his hometown in 



Colossae. So, through his faithful evangelism, Epaphras planted the 
Colossian church.  
 
While Epaphras teaching was the gospel to the Colossian Christians, 
they turned from their sins and received Christ as their Lord. They 
obeyed Christ and accepted the gospel, and now Paul instructs them 
to continue to follow Christ just as they were first taught. That is 
what verse 7 says, “so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.”  
 
Here in verse 7, we learn how to continue. The Colossians are to 
continue to grow as Christians by digging their roots deeper into 
Christ and the things that He has done for them. And as you tap into 
all that Christ is done for you, you become thankful. You don’t need 
anything more. You just need God’s help to see and appreciate 
everything that is already yours in Christ. The secret is not an 
addition to what you already have it is thankful appreciate for what 
you already have. What you are asking for is a better understanding 
of what you already have in such a way that your heart overflows in 
thanksgiving. 
 
Believe it or not, a lack of thankfulness is the number one cause of 
church splits. James explains that for us in James chapter four, listen 
to what he says there: “What causes quarrels and what causes fights 
among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you? 
2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot 
obtain, so you fight and quarrel.” James is here talking to local 
churches and he explains that churches begin infighting when their 
“passions are at war within them.” They desire and do not have so 



they murder. Or when they have become covetous—you covet and 
cannot obtain so you fight and quarrel.  
 
That I think is how this text applies to us this morning as we head 
into the New Year. We, as a church family must continue to trust 
God and grow in the gospel. That is what we are called to. And we 
are called to do it together. The “you” in our verses is plural it 
represents the whole Colossian church. We together as a church 
have learned the gospel and we together as a church are responsible 
to grow together in our understanding of the gospel this year. I don’t 
have time to suggest all the ways that you can do this. But I 
encourage you as you plan the year ahead to think about how you 
can use more of your time and resources to help other believers in 
our congregation grow in their understanding of the gospel. 
 
But Paul doesn’t just tell the Colossians to continue to walk faithfully 
in accordance with Christ and His word. He also warns them about 
departing from the truth by the arguments of other teachers.  
 
MAIN POINT TWO: Paul’s Warning 
You see there were false teachers in Colossae that were seeking to 
lead some of the weaker Christians astray. They sounded reasonable. 
Paul says in verse 8, “See to it that no one takes you captive by 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, 
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to 
Christ.” These false teachers are using carefully thought out 
philosophical arguments to support their case. They used plausible 
sounding arguments as it says in verse 4. The arguments used by 
these teachers sounded logical and they had a fully articulated 
system of thought that they used to justify their arguments.  
 



Think of something like the Jehovah’s witnesses. I was having lunch 
with John Brodie two weeks ago. And John was telling us of some 
conversations he has been having recently with a few Jehovah’s 
witnesses. They have engineered a whole system of thought to help 
them deceive people. They have schemes for the way that you read 
the book of Daniel. And mind maps with the entire history of the 
work on it. They have intricate websites full of thousands of 
misquoted articles. They have developed a whole philosophy to 
support their case with plausible sounding arguments. That is the 
kind of false philosophy that Paul is dealing with in Colossians.  
 
So, don’t misunderstand what Paul is saying here and come away 
thinking that philosophy as an academic subject is inherently evil. Or 
that Paul is anti-intellectual. But people can use sophisticated 
philosophically-charged intellectual arguments to support any 
number of things. The internet is full of articles published by people 
with doctorates in this or that subject arguing for stuff that is 
completely nonsense, but a lot of it sounds believable. 
 
But the main shortfall of these plausible arguments will be that their 
ways of thinking don’t include any reference to Christ. There 
ultimate authority is different. Although they might make biblical 
arguments their system doesn’t derive bible but from other men or 
the principals of nature. That is what is says in verse 8: “See to it that 
no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according 
to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, 
and not according to Christ.”  
 
So, what are the people or forces in your life that Satan is using to try 
and lead you astray from Christ? I doubt that many of us are talking 
to people who are actually false teachers like my friend John was or 



the Colossians were in their time. But that doesn’t mean we aren’t in 
danger or following lies and empty deceit. What influences in your 
life right now cause you to doubt rather than trust in Christ and live 
faithfully for him? 
 
What is your Turkish Delight? You guys know the book the Lion the 
Witch and the Wardrobe. When the White Witch comes to Edmund 
to tempt him, she gives him exactly the think she knows will 
convince him to trust her promises and believe her lies. She gives 
him Turkish Delight. If the witch was trying to deceive you what 
would she use? What kind of arguments would she make? What kind 
of situations would she arrange? Who would she get to introduce 
you to the idea? What are the areas of your life that make you most 
susceptible to walking away from Christ? You need to know where 
you are weak so that you can know how to fight. That is why Paul 
points out the ways in which the Colossians are being tempted to 
walk away from Christ.  
 
So, we have looked already at Paul’s Command, and now at Paul’s 
Warning. But then he goes on to give four reasons why the Colossian 
Christians should continue to follow Christ rather than the teachers 
who are trying to lead them astray from Christ. That’s our last point: 
Paul gives four rapid fire reasons to convince the Colossians to listen 
to him. I am going to move through these reasons a lot faster so stay 
with me. I will briefly explain and then apply each one of them. Let’s 
start with reason number one. 
 
MAIN POINT THREE: Paul’s Reasons 
 
Reason One: Christ Has Already Filled Us 



The first reason Paul gives as to why we should listen to Christ is that 
He has already filled us. Read verses 9 and 10 with me, “For in him, 
the whole fulness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in 
him, who is the head of all rule and authority.” Why do you think 
Paul might start his argument by saying that in Christ the whole 
fulness of deity dwells? 
 
It seems like the false teachers were arguing that there was more to 
God than Christ. They claimed that you needed a Christ plus 
something gospel. Christ was alright to begin the Christian life, but in 
these false teachers claimed to have a secret stash of divine wisdom 
besides Christ.  
 
A popular elephant analogy is used by many liberal Christians today, 
who say that all religions lead to God and that every religion has 
some parts of the truth. They use an analogy of blind men trying to 
describe an elephant. Maybe you have heard of this before, but if 
you put a whole lot of blind men in a room and asked them to 
describe an elephant. One might grab the trunk and tell you it was a 
snake. One might grab the tusk and tell you it was a buffalo. One 
might grab the leg and tell you it was a tree. But none of them would 
be able to tell you an elephant because none of them can see the 
whole picture. That is what many university professors today believe 
about religion. All of them are equally true. But Paul is saying that 
Christianity is true and other religions are wrong because in Christ 
we can see the whole elephant. God has made himself known once 
and for all in Christ, there is no secret part of him that he has left to 
reveal another time or another way. 
 
He says that in Christ all “the fullness of deity dwells” in human form. 
Christ is for us a picture of who God is, so we can categorically say 



that religions that don’t believe in Christ do not know God. Paul says 
in Colossians 1:15 “[Christ] is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation.” In Christ we see the whole elephant—God 
has revealed Himself finally and exhaustively in Christ. 
 
But that isn’t all Paul draws out the implications of this in verse 10 
that Christ has communicated us His fullness to us: “you have been 
filled in him.” What he means here is that we have in Christ 
everything that we need. John Calvin translates it, “you are complete 
in him.” Christ can completely fill our needs because all the fullness 
of God dwells in him. That is reason number one. Christ has already 
filled us. 
 
Reason Two: Christ Has Given Us a New Heart 
Reason number two is that Christ has given us a new heart. That is 
what Paul means when he says that is Christ has circumcised us 
without hands. He has circumcised our hearts. Read verses 11 and 12 
with me, “In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision 
made without hands, by the putting off of the body of the flesh, by 
the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him through faith 
in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.” 
 
What Paul is talking here about the new birth. You see, there are two 
types of circumcision in the bible. There is physical circumcision, 
which the Jews in the old testament practiced. God required every 
male in the old testament to be circumcised. But even from the start 
physical circumcision was meant to represent a heart circumcision. 
God wanted people’s hearts to be dedicated to him. Paul says this 
exact thing about circumcision in Romans 2:28-9, “For no one is a 
Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and 
physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of 



the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man 
but from God.” 
 
So, what Paul is communicating in Colossians when he says that we 
were circumcised without hands is that we have been given a new 
heart. When the spirit applies the work of Christ to us, He makes us a 
new creation. you used to hate God, and now you love him. You used 
to be bored during all the sermons at church and now miraculously 
you like hearing God’s word and find yourself leaning into the things 
that are being said. 
 
Paul says that the new birth is associated with our baptism. Verse 12 
says that you were: “buried with him in baptism, in which you were 
raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who 
raised him from the dead.” What he means is that baptism signifies 
the death and resurrection that occurred when we were born again.  
 
That is what we are saying to the world and to each other when we 
get baptized. We are saying telling the world that we are new 
creatures because of what Christ has done. We go under the water 
to show that our sin was judged on the cross and in Christ we have 
died to our former manner of life, and then we rise to signify that by 
Christs power have been “raised to walk in newness of life.”  
 
Isn’t it amazing to think, that just as you went under the water when 
you were baptized and rose out of the water in the same way you 
died to your old sinful way of life and were resurrected with him. 
Maybe sometimes you don’t feel like a new person. After all, you still 
struggle with sin. You are still tempted to live like all your non-
Christian friends. Do you think you need something more? Do you 



think that you need some sort secret formulae to help you live like a 
Christian?  
 
What Paul is saying is that if you truly believed, when you were 
baptized, you are an entirely new creature—even though sometimes 
you don’t feel like it. You have a new heart and you can put your sins 
to death and grow in righteousness.  
 
I want us to take a moment here to think about infant baptism, 
because I know that is the elephant in the room when we look at a 
passage like this. (One of my best friends believes in infant baptism, 
and I grew up in Presbyterian circles). But part of the reason I have 
come to believe that infant baptism is wrong, is that the believer is 
supposed to be able to look to their baptism an evidence of the new 
birth. They are supposed to be look back when life is hard and 
receive assurance from their baptism. They are supposed to be able 
to remember their own testimony of conversion and baptism every 
time they see another believer come to faith and get baptized.  

Ø But how can baptism function in this way if you were not 
actually a believer when you were baptized. If you were not 
actually born again. Pastorally, I think it is a great injury to 
God’s people that they are not able to see in their baptism an 
expression of their faith and their experience of the new birth. 
Paul makes this link for the Colossians and God wants us as a 
church to be able to see in baptism a testimony of the genuine-
ness of our faith.  

 
Maybe at this point you are wondering, what did Christ do that 
enabled him to make me a new creature. How does the mechanics of 
this work? What does Paul mean when he speaks about dying and 



being resurrected with Christ? Right Christ died approximately 2000 
years ago and none of us were born then. What does Paul mean?  
 
Reason Three: Christ has Taken Our Guilt Away 
The reason that Christ’s death and resurrection can change your life 
now is because on the cross Christ suffered for you and took your 
sins. We can be new creatures because Christ has forgiven all of our 
sins. That is Paul’s third reason why we should trust Christ—Christ 
has forgiven all of our sins. Read verses 13 and 14 with me: “And 
you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all 
our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us 
with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” 
 
Think about that phrase a record of debt that stands against us. 
What does Paul mean by a record of debt? Well, here is an 
illustration to help. I am not sure if your families ever did this, but 
instead of clay or porcelain piggy banks our parents used to keep a 
pocket money on excel spreadsheets on the computer. So, whenever 
I made a big purchase for a computer game, I would get a big 
negative value on an excel spreadsheet and I wasn’t allowed to go 
out and do things with my friends until I had mowed the lawn or 
done chores enough to pay off my debt. There was a record of debt 
that stood against me.  
 
That is what God has with you for all of your sin. He sees all and he 
knows all, and he has a faithful record of all the times that you have 
broken his law. Every time that you sinned you incurred a fine for it. 
And he has a list with all of your sins on it and all the punishment 
that you deserve for your sin. He has a record of debt and that 
stands against us. At the bottom of the list, he has totaled up the 



value of all your debt, and the recommended punishment is eternal 
conscious punishment in hell. You have crimes against the court of 
heaven are so great that the jury has recommended that you should 
be punished excruciatingly forever. 
 
It was common in Charles Dickens time for those who owed large 
debts to be thrown into debtors’ prison. If you owed money, you 
were in danger at all times of potentially being arrested and being 
thrown in prison indefinitely until your debt was paid. Your only 
hope was that a friend or relative would come and pay your debts 
and release you from prison 

 
But Paul says in our passage something astounding. He says is that 
for all of those who will ever believe in Him, God has taken that 
record of debt and paid it by nailing it to the cross. Paul is using a 
euphemism here, but we know that the nails that were nailed to the 
cross went through Christ’s hands and feet. Believer, when Christ 
was nailed to the cross he suffered for your sin. He paid your debt. 
He experienced all of God’s judicial wrath against sin. He, there on 
the cross, experienced hell so that your sins could be forgiven when 
you believe. That is what verse 14 says God “cancelled the record of 
debt that stood against us with its legal demands…[by] nailing it to 
the cross.” The nails that pierced the cross went through Christs 
hands.  
 
So, the reason that Paul can say that you died with Christ is because 
on the cross Christ died in your place. And in doing so he paid all of 
your debt to God. Because Christ died for you, God is enabled to use 
the Holy Spirit to make us new creatures. We were given a new heart 
in the 20th or 21st century because in the first century Christ on the 
cross took away all our guilt and forgave all our sins. When you 



became a believer, you received a foretaste of the resurrection. You 
experienced internally what will one day be true of you externally. 
The new birth is a type of resurrection that the death of Christ 
secures for us. 
 
In Christ, God has taken our guilt away. Because Christ died for us on 
the cross, God does not treat us as our sins deserve. In the psalms it 
says that he has remove our transgressions from us as far as the east 
is from the west. 
 
Isn’t it completely incredible to know in Christ that you are forgiven? 
Don’t you see that this is more valuable than anything else that 
someone can offer you? None of the people, and none of the things 
that seek to lead you astray from Christ can promise you forgiveness 
for your sins, but in Christ God has already done it. That’s why Paul 
wants us to continue to be thankful. 
 
Reason Four: Christ Has Conquered All of Our Enemies 
The ultimate reason and final reason Paul gives as to why you should 
listen to Christ and no one else is that Christ is in ultimately in 
charge. He has conquered every other power in the universe. Read 
verse 15 with me: “He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put 
them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.” 
 
Paul borrows an illustration from military victories of Rome. When a 
famous general got a big victory over one of the nation’s surrounding 
Italy, the Senate would grant him to march in triumphal procession 
through the streets of Rome. The general would use chains to drag 
the defeated enemies through the streets behind one of his chariots. 
There are pictures of these triumphal processions on arches all over 
the city of Rome. And that is what Paul is alluding to when he says 



that Christ “put the rulers and authorities to open shame,” it means 
he dragged them as prisoners of war behind his chariot. 
 
Christ has conquered all of His and our enemies. Think of an enemy 
you have, and Christ has conquered it by His life, death, and 
resurrection and ascension. Sin?—On the cross, Christ suffered died 
and paid for every sin you have ever done and could ever do. Death? 
On the cross, Christ died and then three days later he rose again 
from the from the grave he conquered death as a man and rose as 
the firstborn from the dead. Satan?—On the cross, Christ bought you 
back from the power that Satan gained over you in the garden. In 
Christ, God has gained victory over every possible army in the 
universe.  
 
You want to be on his team and listen to him because his team is the 
winning team. If you change allegiance, if you listen to the world 
rather than Christ it will not go well for you in the long run. You see, 
Christ reigns over the whole universe. He has disarmed all of his 
enemies, and he will judge all of them when he returns. If you would 
not consider yourself a Christian, you need to ask yourself this 
question? Whose team are you on?  
 
CONCLUSION: How Do We Continue to Be Thankful in 2019? 
So, as we come to a close here. Let me point you back to that 
question I asked at the start. Are you thankful this morning? If you’re 
not, why are you not thankful? Paul has shown us that the way to 
inoculate ourselves inoculate ourselves against lies and false 
teaching is to cultivate thankfulness in our hearts. And, the way that 
we cultivate thankfulness is by remembering all that Christ has done. 
 
 



Application: (1) It is a congregational mission. We need the local 
church. Let “us consider how to stir one another up to love and good 
works.” 
 
We need to help to be thankful: (1) accountability, (2) regular 
fellowship, (3) deliberate encouragement, (4) thoughtful texts and 
phone calls, (5) we need to read books together about particular 
struggles that we are having. 
 
Christ is more than worthy of your attention, and by focusing on the 
gospel you find yourselves nourished and strengthened and thankful. 
Think again now as we close about the four things Christ has done 
for us: (1) Christ has given filled us, (2) Christ has given us a new 
heart, (3) Christ has forgiven our sins, and (3) Chris has conquered all 
of our enemies.  


