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The news of the death of my dear friend, D. Shanthakumar Halli, 62, due to Covid, this
morning, has spoken volumes to my heart about living as a Balanced Christian. His wife
Sumangala, 60, hospitalised with him due to the same infection, died on 6 May, which
was informed to him only 10 days later as he was in a critical stage. They are survived by
their only son, Amos, 26, employed in Bengaluru (96868 61704). Shanthakumar, a
Kannadiga, was a fulltime Missionary-Pastor for a 200-member Church, Bijapur, North
Karnataka. He was not only active but also aggressive in rural Evangelism. He was a
fulltimer with the Blessing Youth Mission (BYM) from 1984 to 1997. Just a couple of
months ago he called me to thank me for mentoring him. I photographed him in 1989
for the cover picture of my 72-page book, The Balanced Christian! This picture illustrates
how we must cultivate the “9-fold Fruit of the Spirit” and desire the “9 Gifts of the Spirit”
(Gal 5:22,23; 1 Cor 12:7-10). I invite you to meditate on the following Bible verses to stay
strong and balanced these stormy days.

(1) In the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day of adversity consider; Surely God
has appointed the one as well as the other, so that man can find nothing that will
happen after him” (Eccl 7:14).

(2) “Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that woe and wellbeing proceed?” (Lam
3:38).

(3) “Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” (Job
2:10b).

(4) “I form the light and create darkness; I make peace and create calamity; I, the Lord,
do all these things” (Isa 45:7).

(5) “O Lord, the darkness and the light are both alike to You!” (Psa 139:12).

(6) “Honour and dishonour ... Evil report and good report ... Sorrowful, yet always
rejoicing ... Having nothing, yet possessing all things” (2 Cor 6:8-10).

(7) “My earnest expectation and hope ... Christ will be magnified in my body, whether
by life or by death. For to me, to live in Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil 1:20,21).

(8) Praise God for the answered prayers, unanswered prayers and differently-answered
prayers. Whatever be the case, He “hears” all our prayers (Psa 65:2).

(9) “We know that all things (whether seemingly good or bad) work together (not
separately) for (the overall) good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose” (Rom 8:28, paraphrased).

(10)A promise of God to help us maintain balance: “Whenever you turn to the right hand
or whenever you turn to the left, your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying,
‘This is the way, walk in it’ ” (Isa 30:20).
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