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BUD PENTZ NEW PRESIDENT NBA; STAVAS, WILLIAMS. WALKLIN OTHER OFFICERS

Gordon Bud Pentz, co-owner/president of KWBE, Beatrice, was elec
ted president of the Nebraska Broadcasters Association, at the Colum
bus convention September 15-17• He succeeds Robert E Schnuelle,
KGIN-TV, Grand Island, who continues on the board and executive com
mittee, Other officers elected were: Joe Stavas, KTTT AM-FM, Coliam-
bus, president-elect; Norman Williams, KMTV, Omaha, vice president;
and Larry Walklin, KRNU, Lincoln, treasurer, Pentz, Schnuelle, Stavas,
Williams and Walklin constitute the executive committee.

Newly elected directors are Kenneth James, KETV, Omaha; Steve
Shannon, WOW/KEZO, Omaha; Harry Snyder, KHUB, Fremont; and Max Brown,
KRVN, Lexington, Holdover directors are Ron Hull, KUON-TV, Lincoln;
Dave Young, KSID AM-FM, Sidney; Larry Russell, KVSH, Valentine; Rex
Lathen, KMMJ, Grand Island; and John Howard, KGFW, Kearney/KRCB,
Council Bluffs, Iowa, Frank P Fogarty was re-elected executive vice
president and secretary.

OPEN LETTER TO SENATORS HRUSKA AND CURTIS

We deeply appreciate your strong support of broadcast license
renewal legislation. It has now taken concrete and presiomably final
form in the Senate Commerce Committee bill. Although the bill does
not give broadcasters all the stability they need for optimum service
and economic health, we recommend that you vote for the Bill, partic
ularly if it is amended to extend the license term to five years.

The bill establishes a presumption in favor of a current licen

see who properly determines his area needs, serves them adequately,
and observes laws and regulations. This presumption must not be set
aside for competing applicants who wish to highjack the license with
mere promises. Also case-by-case restructuring of the industry
based on ownership considerations should not be permitted.

Broadcasters must make long-term commitments for buildings,
equipment, program services and personnel. They often need to bor
row money — a difficult thing to do when they are on short-term
licenses. Hence they must have license longevity and stability of
renewal processes.

Please use your influence for early action on the bill and vote
for it if it survives the debate substantially as above. Thank you.

Sincerely yours.

BUD PENTZ, President
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NEBRASKA TV NETWORK AND WOW-TV WINNERS IN PRO-BROADCASTING CONTESTS

The Nebraska Television Network, Kearney, and WOW-TV, Omaha,
divided honors in the Nebraska Broadcasters Association contests for

the best messages on American free broadcasting. The Nebraska Net
won in the editorials division, and WOW-TV in the announcements
sector. Runners-up were: Editorials, KETV, Omaha, and KBRB, Ains
worth; Announcements, KBRB, Ainsworth, and KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV, Lincoln,
Grand Island. Each of the six stations received a plaque at the
Columbus convention. The contests were a project of the NBA Public
Relations Committee, Larry Russell, board member, and Mrs Lynne
Grass, chairman.

TOP AK-SAR-BEN AWARDS TO KTTT, KWBE and WOW-TV; SPECIAL TO KUON-TV

KTTT AJ/^FM, Columbus, KWBE, Beatrice, and WOW-TV, Omaha, were
announced as winners of the annual Ak-Sar-Ben contests for broad

casting stations at the state convention in Columbus September 15•
Nineteen Ak-Sar-Ben leaders, including the reigning king and queen,
came to Columbus for the presentation, which followed a reception
hosted by Ak-Sar-Ben. The winners received plaques and a $100 check,
but they won’t keep the checks for long. They will go to local pro
jects or organizations designated by the winning stations.

KTTT AIVfM is the first winner of the new Ak-Sar-Ben Service
to Agriculture contest, for its sponsorship of the annual North
east/Central Nebraska farm exposition. KWBE was winner of the Com
munity Service contest, radio division, for its emergency program
ming in the 1973 flood. WOW-TV placed first in the television
division. Community Service, for its entry of three benefit tele
thons. A special award of merit plaque was presented to the
Nebraska Educational Television Network, KUON-TV, Lincoln, for a
dociimentary on the three parts of Nebraska state government, de
signed for use nationally on the air and in the classroom.

These stations received framed honorable mention certificates:

Service to Agriculture Contest: KETV, Omaha, and the Nebraska Tele-
vision Network, Kearney.

Community Service, Radio: KLNG, Omaha, KTNC, Falls City, and KTTT
A]y[/f^M, Columbus.

Community Service, Television: Nebraska Television Network, Kearney,
and kWV, Omaha.

The judges were selected by Ak-Sar-Ben.
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PENTZ APPOINTS FULL SLATE OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

President Gordon Bud Pentz has appointed a complete team of
committee chairpeople for the 1974-5 activities year, with authority
to make their own appointments to their committees. He is also ask

ing active members to volunteer for committee service, and request
ing chairpeople to add associate members as advisory members of
committees. The 1974 team is:

Committee Chair People

Pete Mayeux, KRNU

Jim McGaffin, WOW-TV

Lynne Grass, KOLN-TV

Hollis Francis, WJAG

Dr Larry Walklin, KRNU

Roger Larson, KFOR

Director

Education

Freedom of Information

Public Relations

Membership

Finance & Treasurer

State Government

Dr Larry Walklin

Dave Young

Max Brown

Larry Russell

Robert Schnuelle

Frank Fogarty
Bud Pentz

Rex Lathen

To be announced

Ron Hull

Traffic Safety

Hall of Fame

Legislative Dinner

Radio Frequency Signs

Frank Newell, KGMT

Bob Thomas, WJAG

Norton Warner, KLIN

Bob Schnuelle, KGIN-TV
Roger Larson, KFOR

Bob Schnuelle, KGIN-TV

Harold Soderlund

Soderlund Company, Omaha

Steve Shannon, WOW/KEZO

Jim Ebel, KOLN-TV

Jerry Misner, KLNG

Jim Johnson, NTV

Ken James, KETV

Steve Shannon, Ken
James, Jim Johnson

Bob Schnuelle, Past-President
Bud Pentz, President
Joe Stavas, President-Elect
Norm Williams, Vice President
Dr Larry Walklin, Treasurer
Frank Fogarty, Exec Vice President

John How

NCSA

Associates ard

Future of Broadcasting

Congr Dist #1

Congr Dist #2

Congr Dist #3

Southwest Iowa

Senators

Executive
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OCTOBER IS BIRTHDAY MONTH FOR THESE STATIONS

October 1, I96I

October 1, 1972

October 22, 1956

October 25, I965

October 26, 1970

October 31, 1949

October (no date in NBA
records):

KGIN-TV, Grand Island

KDCV-FM, Blair

KUVR, Holdrege

KYNE-TV, Omaha

KOTD, Plattsmouth

KLMS, Lincoln

1965 KHTL-TV, Superior

KUVR-FM, Holdrege1970

SALUTE THEM ON YOUR AIR!

(Please send the NBA Newsletter your birthdate and year,
et our records in order for the Bicentennial in 197d.

to

help us
Box 31602, Omaha, 6613I.)

PO

NEW FM’S AT LINCOLN AND GRAND ISLAND

Nebraska's rapidly growing FM radio population gained two more
entries in recent weeks. On September 25 the FCC granted a CP for
a Class C FM station in Grand Island on Channel 243 (96,5)• Grantee
is Stuart Enterprises of Lincoln, which has a Grand Island AM, KRGI,
ERP is 100 kw and antenna height is 420 feet. Main studio is at
311 S Locust St, Lincoln,

On August 25 the Commission granted a CP for an FM station in
Lincoln at 95.3. Grantee is Sound Experiences Broadcasting Go, Inc,
which has applied for KBHL call letters, KBHL is an acronym for
Kept By His Love", President Larry King of the grantee corpora

tion said that:

f1

"Sound Experiences Broadcasting Company, Inc. is  a group
of committed Christians who believe in and have personal
relationships with the Lord Jesus Christ, We also are a
group of people who take the Great Commission which Christ
gave to those who would follow Him seriously. We believe
very much that the modern medium of radio should be used
to its utmost potential in order to reach the maximum num
ber of people with the good news of God’s love for them,

"Our format will be unique in religious broadcasting. We
anticipate pioneering a modern religious radio market in
Lincoln,II

Target date for beginning of operations is December, 1974.
has already joined the Nebraska Broadcasters Association.

KBHL
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BITS ABOUT BROADCASTERS

Dave YounK reports that KSID-FM, Sidney, started operations Fri

day, September 13 A, James Ebel, KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV,,is a newly ap
pointed member of the NaS Special Committee on Pay Television,
which Stuart Enterprises’ Dick Chapin also serves Ray Stevens,
a veteran of the WOW-TV staff, has been named sports director.
The Kansas City Kings basketball team announced that seven Nebraska
radio stations have joined the Kings network, on  a full or part
time basis. Flagship station is KING, Omaha. The others; KWBE,
Beatrice; KUVR, Holdrege; KICS, Hastings; KRVN, Lexington; KTNC,
Falls City; KBRL, McCook, and WJAG, Norfolk In a tie-up with
59/wow, the Ringling Brothers, Barnum & Bailey Circus contributed
$4,700 to Cystic Fibrosis,
ticket sold on opening night
manager of KRFS, Superior...

on

The circus contributed $1 from each
......Charles Wolfe is the new general
...William "Bill" Osewalt has been ap

pointed vice president in charge of sales of KRCB, Council Bluffs,
KQKQ-FM, Council Bluffs, KGFW, Kearney, and KFLI-AM, Mountain Home,
Idaho, according to an announcement by John A. Howard, general mana
ger of the group KOIL Radio, Omaha, sponsored the first annual
Midwest Classic Moto-Cross, sanctioned by the American Motorcycle
Association, with $15,000 prize money for professional motorcycle

Bud Pentz’s KWBE, Beatrice, received the Mu Chapter
Alpha Epsilon Rho 1974 Nebraska Broadcasting Service Award for
"special efforts during the flood of October 1973"
of WJAG, Norfolk, is new on the NAB Membership Committee
ated Press "station of the month" honors went to KLMS in August.
Larry Casey of KHUB was broadcaster of the month KROA got FCC
waiver to identify as Grand Island-Aurora Nebraska ETV network
is carrying "Captioned ABC Evening News" at 10:30 PM for the benefit
of viewers with hearing impairment. It's done with the permission
of the ABC-TV affiliates, including KETV, the Nebraska Television
Network and KSTF Trend towards separate call letters for EM
stations continues. In Omaha; KOIL-FM to KEFM, WOW-FM to KEZO,
KFAB-FM to KGOR and (in Council Bluffs) KRCB-FM to KQKQ
thank Lynne Grasz and Ken Berg of the NBA Public Relations Committee
for the listing of all Nebraska stations in the 1975 official State
of Nebraska highway maps Jim Kamerzell is the new manager of
KCOW, Alliance, succeeding Jack Everton, who has gone to a New Mexi
co station......Bob Thomas of WJAG recently wrote Nebraska broad
casters listing used equipment which WJAG has for sale. How many
members would like to have an occasional corner of this Newsletter
for used equipment, either buy or sell?
NTV Network editorialized about Ralph Nader's attack on Nebraska's
United States Senators, he mailed copies to Senators, Congressmen
and candidates in Nebraska and Kansas

credit for the Nebraska Shrine award to NBA goes to Joe Baker of
KJVrrV. Sidney Anderson of Lincoln presented the award to NHa Presi-
dent Bob Schnuelle for member stations' support of the annual bene
fit Shrine Bowl football game in Lincoln. Schnuelle in turn gave

racers

Bob Thomas

..... .Associ-

You can

When Jim Johnson of the

Lion's share of the
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BITS ABOUT BROADCASTERS (Con»t)

the award to Dr Larry. W^klin for permanent custody in the Broad
casters Hall of iFame. KMTV made the TV spots and KFOR the audio
spots for the Shrine
Nebraska, lost its home and possessions in a fire, KHUB of Fremont
made air appeals for aid. Within a couple of days the family re
ceived an adequate supply of clothing and furniture and located a
new farm home,

Glen Ilgenfritz. And KHUB received a Nebraska PTA "Award for Serv-

ice to Education" for its all-out support of a junior high school
bond issue referendum Bob Thomas was general chairman of a

fund-raising luncheon for Congressman Charles Thone in Norfolk on
September 2S. California Governor Ronald Reagan was speaker. Five
hundred attended KNCY Radio Corp Nebraska City granted FM at
97.7, 3 KW, HAAT 125 feet. Est construction cost, $23,253
And KRVN-FM, Lexington, granted CP for new antenna, 350 feet, ERP
35 KW, remote control Steve Shannon, 59/KEZO, calls attention
to the Omaha World-Herald editorial of Sept 26, on "TV Experiment

Subject was the prime time access rule. Said the
"Even if the experiment had worked, we believe it

indefensible infringement of the rights of stations to man

age their programming without governmental interference. Now that
it is a manifest failure, the FCC should admit its mistake and re
peal the rule"......Senator Roman Hruska has added a communications
attorney to his stafTl He is James hinish, formerly with the King
and Storer broadcasting companies; formerly also on the staff of
Senator Gurney of Florida Frank R. Newell asked FCC for OK to
buy George E Powers 62<fo stock interest in kOMT (AM), Fairbury, for
$96,100. Frank now owns 3^^ share Mel L Gleason, president
of KAWL, York, reports that his station has organize'd a basketball
team "to provide fun for any Nebraska community, while we help
raise funds for any charity or worthwhile activity". Gleason says
KAWL has a very good team, uniforms and all. Station will provide
prizes for between-halves free throw contests. To schedule, direct
inquiries to Bob Wilson, KAWL, Box 531> York, (402) 362—4433^.«•••
FCC may hold 7-state regional meeting in Omaha, spring of 1975.

When a farm family of ten near Ames,

Shows the immediacy of radio", said KHUB manager

That Failed".

World-Herald;
was an

JOBS WANTED

ry Ray Marlenee, 4206 Orchard Lane, Omaha 6S13I. Age 42,
four children. 2 years at University of Nebraska at Omaha.

On-air experience at KGHM, Brookfield, MO; KNEM,
OK. Most experience in

Zem

married.
Army veteran,
Nevada, MO; WMBH, Joplin, MO; KGLC, Miami,
country-western, news and commercials.

Roger K Hamilton, I36 Dawson Place, Longmont, CO S0501,_(303)
^  ■ First class license from Brown Institute, Mpls. Attend

ed Moorhead (Minn) State College major in mass communications,
as announcer, sports, weather, sales at KLMO, Longmont, CO; KREX,
Grand Junction, CO, and other stations. Married,  2 children, age 30

772-5^57;
Exp
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NOMINATIONS FOR BROADCASTERS HALL OF FAME DUE NOVEMBER 1

Nominations for the Nebraska Broadcasters Hall of Fame on the

campus of the University of Nebraska at Lincoln,must be received by
November 1 to receive consideration, according to Bob Thomas, WJAG,
Norfolk, Chairman of the Hall of Fame Committee, Any active member
of NBA may make a nomination, which must be accompanied by a fact
sheet of not more than a single page. Initial screening is by the
Hall of Fame Committee, consisting of past presidents. The Com
mittee recommendations will be considered by the Board of Directors

at its November meeting, A two-thirds majority of the whole board

is required for election. Not more than two nominees may be elected
in any one year. The broadcasters elected to the Hall will be in

ducted at the NBA dinner for the Legislature in January, Nomina
tions should be sent to Thomas at WJAG,

According to the criteria officially adopted, "nominees must
be past or present residents of Nebraska, who are, or were, actively
involved in operations of a Nebraska Broadcasting Station, They may
be living or dead. They must be individuals, as distinguished from
groups.

Nominees shall have demonstrated professional proficiency and
success. They must have contributed importantly to the advancement

of the broadcasting industry, through the recognized state and
national associations. They must be leaders in their communities
and service areas.

If

"Nominees must have observed high standards of ethics and pro
fessionalism, They must be or have been champions and exponents of
the American system of free broadcasting".

Present members of the Hall of Fame are; Les Hilliard, Bob
Thomas, Merle Jones, Lyle DeMoss, Ralph Beaudin, Dick Chapin, Floyd
Kalber, Charles Arnot, John J Gillin, Jr, A James Ebel and Frank P
Fogarty,

NORTH PLATTE CHOSEN FOR 1975 CONVENTION CITY; PRESIDENT PENTZ VISITS

The 1975 convention of the Nebraska Broadcasters Association was

voted to North Platte by the membership at the Columbus meeting in
Columbus, Planning is under way. President Bud Pentz has already
held a meeting with the members in North Platte, and reports that
enthusiasm is high. The convention will be held in the fall of the

year, exact date to be selected by the board of directors.

The North Platte stations were among twenty-five visited by
President Pentz within two weeks of his election. The visits were

part of a "vacation" taken by Bud and his wife Max,
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CHURCHES ENDORSE BROADCASTING LICENSE RENEWAL BILLS

At least three major church groups have endorsed broadcasting
license renewal bills pending in Congress. They are: the Southern
Baptist Radio/TV Commission, the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod,
and the Lutheran Church in America. All three have made extensive
— and apparently satisfactory — use of broadcast media.

A James Ebel, president and general manager of KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV,
is a board member of the Lutheran Church in America. Ebel said:
think broadcasters should take carefifL note of the friendly attitude
of these particular churches and offer them in return all of the co
operation possible." He urged broadcasters to get endorsements from
other church groups.

"I

"PERFORMANCE ROYALTY NOT DEAD IN SENATE" SAYS BILLBOARD MAGAZINE
But Hruska Lauds Broadcaster Efforts

KMMJ’s Rex Lathen and Steve Shannon of WOW/KEZO have sent the
NBA executive office clippings from Billboard Magazine of September
21 and September 2S reporting that an attempt will be made in the
next Congress to reinstate the proposed Sec 114 of the Copyright
Bill. Sec 114 provides for a new royalty payable to performers and
record manufacturers. Among the senators expected to lead the
fight are Tunney and Cranston of California, Williams of New Jersey,
Scott of Pennsylvania, Hart of Michigan, and Brock and Baker of
Tennessee.

Senator Roman L Hruska of Nebraska was a leader in the fight
to kill Sec 114. He said broadcasters were largely responsible for
defeating the section in the present session. In  a letter to Bob
Thomas of WJAG, Hruska said:

"In my judgment, our success in eliminating this provision
stems largely from the substantial effort made by broad
casters throughout the nation to inform their Senators a-

bout the undesirable nature of a performance royalty. I
commend the efforts of your industry in this regard.

"S. 1361 will now be foicwarded to the House. It is en
tirely possible that the House will be unable to complete
action on this bill before adjournment of the 93rd Congress.
In that event, the copyright bill will be reintroduced in
the Senate next year.

"I am confident that any effort to graft the performance
royalty onto a new bill would fail. You can be assured
that I will work toward that end."
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FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION OK’S RADIO FREQUENCY SIGNS ON MORE
HIGHWAYS

Federal Highway Administrator Norbert T Tiemann announced
September 10 that the Department of Transportation has approved
use of a new "Radio-Weather Information sign" along rural federal-
aid highways in areas where weather commonly creates an undue
hazard to travel. Similar signs have been used on an experimental
basis for two years on the Interstate Highway in Nebraska, and ap
proved for use on Interstate Highways nationwide.

NBA President Bud Pentz immediately appointed Robert E Schnuelle,
KGIN-TV, Grand Island, and Roger Larson, KFOR, Lincoln, to head a
committee to see that the signs are used on all federal and rural
roads in Nebraska,

The signs will carry the frequencies of AM and FM stations,
the signals of which serve a 70-mile segment of the roadway. In
addition, stations must agree to carry "periodic weather warnings
at no more than 15-niinute intervals during periods of adverse
weather" and also road condition information every half hour.

The signs will normally be spaced 30 miles apart and carry a
maximum of four frequencies. Smaller signs of like design but with
a greater number of frequencies will be approved at rest areas.
Administrator Tiemann emphasized that the signs may be used only
in genuine problem areas "because their sole purpose is that of in
creasing highway safety".

BROADCAST CONSERVATION AWARDS ANNOUNCED

The Lincoln-based National Arbor Day Foundation is honoring
radio and television broadcasters who, on a local, regional, or
national basis, promote the preservation or planting of trees in

their programming, public service campaigns, special announcements

or station projects.

The deadline for entries is January 1, 1975. Judging will

take place in early February, Winners will be announced at awards

ceremonies April 26 at Arbor Lodge in Nebraska City, Nebraska, the
birthplace of Arbor Day, The radio and television awards are

among five presented nationally in the media category.

For. informiation on how to enter the 1974 competition write:
Arbor Day Awards Program, 1202 First National Bank Bldg, Lincoln,
Nebraska 6B50G, or call: J Greg Smith, (402) 477-1976, Lincoln,
Nebraska,
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WOW/KEZO PUBLIC SERVICE SPOTS HAVE $13.3^9 RATE CARD VALUE

Have you ever computed what your public service announcements
would add up to, if billed at rate card? The WOW/KEZO stations in
Omaha did and found out that in a limited summertime period they
ran S90 public service spots, with a rate card value of $13,3^9.
These spots were in the form of saturation schedules for the Mayor’s
Traffic'Safety Committee, Tourism, Law Enforcement and Criminal

Justice, the Stuhr Museum and radio traffic information. And of
course there was free time for many other causes not included in
the tabulation,

REGIONAL AWRT CONFERENCE IN LINCOLN OCTOBER lS-20

The American Women in Radio and Television (AWRT) will hold a
seven-state conference in the new Hilton Hotel, Lincoln, October
lS-20, The seven states are Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota, AWRT is inviting NBA mem
bers to attend or send women employees. Among the speakers are NBA
members and associate members: Dick Chapin, Paul Jensen, Warren

"Gus” Swanson, Dick Young, Bill Fries, Jerry Smithers, Patti Nealin,
AWRT national president, will be a special guest.

MEREDITH GETS FCC APPROVAL OF ATLANTA RADIO PURCHASE

Meredith Corporation of Des Moines has received FCC approval
of the assignment of the license of radio station WGST, Atlanta,
Georgia, Actual takeover of the station from the Board of Regents
of the University System of Georgia is planned for later in October,
The purchase price of WGST, an AM station operating on the Georgia
Tech University campus, is $5 million, Meredith is the licensee of
Omaha stations WOW-TV, WOW and KEZO,

KCNI, BROKEN BOW, OBSERVES 25th WITH OPEN HOUSE

KCNI celebrated its twenty-fifth anniversary September 2S with
an open house, door prizes and on-air contests. (Mrs) Georgia A
Crawford, manager, reminisced: "As manager for the past 20 years
I feel this is a milestone in the radio business.  I have done most

every task except in the engineering department. In the early days
I operated the board when necessary and to fill in for half hour or
so. I have been copy writer for all but one year of the 25. I am
my own secretary, the treasurer, plus all the bookkeeping. Have 45
minutes in 3 separate programs during the morning Monday through
Friday, I do commercials for some of the advertisers besides. It’s
fascinating work!

Congratulations and many happy returns to Mrs Crawford and
her associates!

ft

Edited by Frank P Fogarty, Executive Vice President
Nebraska Broadcasters Association, Box 31^02

Omaha, Nebraska 6B13I


