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Subject: Grade 8 Social Science 
Term: 1 
Week: 8 Lesson Number: 19 
Date: ___/____/2021 
Topic 2: Governments around the world 
Sub topic: Democracy 
Learning Outcome: 
1. Define democracy 
2. Identify the features of democratic government 
3. Identify the countries that practice democracy 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Introduction 
This lesson has Resource 1 titled “Democracy”.  
 
Instructions 
In your Exercise Book, copy the Header. Make sure that your handwriting is neat and legible.  
 
Resource 1: DEMOCRACY 

 
DEMOCRACY It is a form of government in which all power belongs to the people and is 
exercised directly or indirectly through their elected leaders. 
 

Six features of democracy 
 
1. Citizen Control 
In any democratic government, power is always vested in the people. This means that all the 
branches and divisions of the government are under the control of the people. The citizens 
may not directly control the offices but these offices are controlled through their elected 
representatives. 
 
2. Majority Rule and Individual Liberties (Freedom) 
While democracy exercises the basic principle of majority rule, it also protects the right and 
freedom of the minority. It also prevents too much power from any one individual or group of 
people. This means having a system of checks and balances in place to prevent the abuse of 
power. In this way the majority cannot cause hardship to individuals simply because those 
individuals are fewer in number. 
 
3. Human Rights 
One of the main functions of a democratic society, and any modern government, is to protect 
certain basic human rights. These include the right to free speech, freedom of religion and 
equal protection under the law. It also includes the right of all citizens to participate fully in the 
political, economic, and cultural life of society, Individuals cannot be denied the right to 
political participation, the right to work or the right to participate in public life because of 
differences in their race, religion or gender. 
 
4. Free and Fair Elections 
In a democratic country, elections are free, fair and open to all citizens. Elections in a modern 
democracy should not only be open to all eligible voters but also to all potential candidates. 
No person or group of individuals should be denied the opportunity to vote, nor should any 
candidate or party be denied the ability to be on the ballot or to freely and openly campaign 
for office. 
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5. Citizen Participation 
In a modern democracy, in exchange for the protection of their freedoms and civil rights, 
citizens should see public participation and public service as duties. To the extent that people 
do not exercise their right to vote, do not make their opinions known and avoid public service, 
the society becomes less democratic. Those who have the right to vote and to participate but 
choose not to are allowing others to make decisions for them, which is not democratic. 
 
6. Tolerance and Compromise 
Mahatma Gandhi of India when once said "Intolerance is itself a form of violence and an 
obstacle to the growth of a true democratic spirit." Democracies practice tolerance, 
compromise and cooperation. Rather than one side in a debate winning and the other side 
losing, both sides should seek solutions that meet the needs of all citizens. 
 
Countries that practice democracy today are so many however here is just a few 
Andorra, Belgium, Chile, Denmark, El Salvador, Finland, Ghana, Iceland, Mongolia, Namibia. 
 
Practice Exercise 1 
 
Read and copy the notes into your exercise book. 
In your notes you should;  

 Define democracy 

 Features of democratic government 

 Countries that practice democracy 
 


