
Bringing Christians
back from where they are
to where they should be

R. STANLEY, B.E.,M.TECH.

A Building Engineer
turned Bible Teacher

The contents of this book are Talks
delivered by the author in the Old Paths Retreat,

Karaikudi, 1-3 October 2010.

Transcribed by
Mrs. Beulah Jeyakumar, M.Sc.,M.Phil.,B.D.

Edited by
Dr. Mrs. Mabel Jebakumar, M.A.,M.Phil.,Ph.D.

Retired Professor of English

R. Stanley
13  Church Colony

Vellore 632 006,  India
<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>

OLD PATHS

Copyright  2017 R. STANLEY
13 Church Colony
Vellore 632 006

00 91 98437 07600
00 91 98430 11943

First Edition: October 2017

Available in Tamil also.

Typesetting & Pagesetting by
Mr. K. Gunasekaran,
Retired Missionary, Blessing Youth Mission

Price Rs. 60/-

Printed by
New Shenbagam Offset
Sivakasi.

2



3 4

Dedicated
to the memory of

Mr. T. Michael Chelladurai (1933-2003)
&

Mr. D.P. Gnanadurai (1941-2005)

These two men of God from Nazareth
led me to Christ in 1962

and mentored me
during the early years of my spiritual life.

They were also my teachers
in School and College.

God’s Call

“Thus says the Lord:
Stand in the ways and see,
and ask for the OLD PATHS

where the good way is,
and walk in it;

then you will find rest
for your souls!”

(Jeremiah 6:16)
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Our Cry

“Turn us back to You,
O Lord,

and we will be restored;
renew our days

as of old!”

(Lamentations 5:21)
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Several Churches in South India, especially in
Tamilnadu, experienced unusual revival blessings in the
1960s. The awakening was mainly among youngsters. Such
youngsters in various places got wonderfully connected and
it helped mutual encouragement. Thirty of them came
together in Karaikudi, a medium-sized town in Tamilnadu,
to wait in God’s presence for three days with fasting. In
God’s providence I led this gathering. Several of the
participants were from professional colleges. They did not
have a specific agenda, except that they wanted to under-
stand God’s mind concerning them for times like these.
This was in October 1970.

God in His sovereign grace poured out the Spirit of
Supplication on this gathering. On the third day, they had
a visitation of the Lord through a prophetic message from
Ezekiel 34:26, “I will make them and the places all around
My hill a blessing; and I will cause showers to come down in
their season; there shall be showers of blessing.” It became
more than evident to these young men that God had
purposed to bless them with a Holy Spirit revival which
would result in New Testament evangelism.

In order to share with other youngsters what God did
in their midst and spoke to them, they collected about 170
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young men from all over Tamilnadu for a 3-day programme
called Blessing Retreat in my father-in-law’s garden in
Thanjavur in January 1971. There was an unusual
outpouring of God’s Spirit on the delegates. This became
an annual feature and gave rise to the formation of hundreds
of prayer groups and outreach teams. This move of the Spirit
gave birth to the Blessing Youth Mission which was
dedicated to Revival and Evangelism and to function
interdenominationally. Several such indigenous Indian
Missions were born in the 1960s and 1970s.

We are about 750 believers from all over India gathered
here in the same town exactly after 40 years (1970-2010).
We have named this historic gathering as Old Paths Retreat
because God has prompted us to rediscover the old paths
from His Word. The theme text for this gathering is Jeremiah
6:16, “Thus says the Lord: Stand in the ways and see, and
ask for the old paths, where the good way is, and walk in it;
then you will find rest for your souls.” There are four steps
involved in this rediscovery: (1) Stop (2) Enquire (3) Find
(4) Walk.

What was the response of people for this call God gave
through Prophet Jeremiah? “But they said, we will not walk
in it !” We are living in similar times. Generally we love to do
things in our own way. In spiritual life this is the sin of sins.
How do I say this? Turn to Isaiah 53:6, “We all like sheep
have gone astray.” What does “going astray” mean? Read
further on: “We have turned every one to his own way.”
This is the “iniquity of us all” which the Lord laid on Christ
on the Cross.

Come back to our theme text in Jeremiah 6:16 and see
how God laments in the next verse: “I set watchmen over

you saying, Listen to the sound of the trumpet! But they
said, We will not listen” (v17). People are interested in “their
own thoughts” rather than “God’s words” (v19). They reject
God’s law. This does not mean they become irreligious. They
choose a religion that’s convenient to them. They try to hide
their disobedience behind lavish offerings. God cannot be
bribed. Look at His rebuke: “For what purpose to Me comes
frankincense from Sheba, and sweet cane from a far
country? Your burnt offerings are not acceptable, nor your
sacrifices sweet to Me” (v20). God is more interested in their
wholehearted return to Him than their offerings.
Frankincense from Sheba is not sweetsmelling, and sugar
cane from a far country is not sweet to Him! Beloved, let’s
get the message of God straight. Programmes, activities,
offerings and worship are no substitute for returning to the
old paths of God.

Prophet Jeremiah’s call was not an isolated one. This
has been the call of many prophets down through the ages.
Let’s look at some examples —

MOSES (Dt 30:2,3), “Return to the Lord your God and
obey His voice ... with all your heart and with all your soul,
that the Lord your God will bring you back from captivity.”

SAMUEL (1 Sam 7:3), “If you return to the Lord with all
your hearts ... and prepare your hearts for the Lord ... He
will deliver you.”

ISAIAH (Isa 31:6; 55:7), “Return to Him against whom
the children of Israel have deeply revolted.” “Let the wicked
forsake his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let
him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him.”
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HOSEA (Hos 12:6; 14:1,2), “So you, by the help of your
God, return ... and wait on your God continually.” “O Israel,
return to the Lord your God ... Take words with you and
return to the Lord.”

JOEL  (Joel 2:12,13), “Now therefore, says the Lord, Turn
to Me with all your heart ... Rend your heart, and not your
garments; return to the Lord your God.”

AMOS (Am 4:6,8,9,10,11), “You have not returned to
Me, says the Lord ... You have not returned to Me ... You
have not returned to Me ... You have not returned to Me ...
You have not returned to Me.”

ZECHARIAH (Zech 1:3), “Thus says the Lord of hosts:
Return to Me, says the Lord of Hosts, and I will return to
you, says the Lord of hosts.”

MALACHI (Mal 3:7b), “Return to Me, and I will return
to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you said, In what way
shall we return?”

Look at the warning God serves through Prophet
Zechariah: “Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former
prophets preached ... Should you not have obeyed the words
which the Lord proclaimed through the former prophets? ...
They made their hearts like flint, refusing to hear the law
and the words which the Lord of hosts had sent by His
Spirit through the former prophets” (Zech 1:4; 7:7,12).

See how God backs the words of the “former prophets!”
Today the word “prophet” is quite popular. A prophet is
not primarily a foreteller, but he is a forthteller. His words
will be pointed and penetrating. The primary ministry of a
New Testament prophet is to bring the Church back to

repentance. This call to repentance was given by all the
former prophets also. When God’s people and their leaders
backslide, He would suddenly raise a prophetic voice in the
wilderness like John the Baptist (Mal 3:1; Mt 3:1,2). Yes,
the call of God to His people is always to repent and return
to the old paths.

God delights in the old paths. Let’s look at some
examples. The religious leaders were discussing with Jesus
about divorce. He immediately referred to the original
intention of God concerning marriage: Mt 19:4-6, “Have you
not read that He who made them at the beginning made
them male and female ... and the two shall become one
flesh? ... Therefore, what God had joined together, let no
man separate.” But they still persisted and asked Him, “Why
then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce,
and to put her away?” (v7). His answer to this question
calls us to consider the old paths: “Moses, because of the
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives,
but from the beginning it was not so” (v8).  Here lies the
difference between God’s “perfect” will and His “permissive”
will. Divorce was only the “permissive” will of God, and that
was because of people’s hardheartedness. The “perfect” will
of God was that the husband and wife should not be
separated. Beloved, don’t settle down for God’s permissive
will in your life, but always seek His perfect will.

Let’s look at another example. This is concerning the
duty of children to the parents. The children should honour
their parents by supporting them materially and in all ways.
However the religious leaders of Jesus’ day had invented a
system which did not tally with God’s perfect will. They
prescribed that a son should simply pledge to the temple
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“whatever profit (support) the parents might have received
from him” (Mk 7:11). This they called as “Corban.” The son
perhaps used that amount as a capital for his business
with a commission to the priest. This was a sheer deceit,
and Jesus came heavily on such ungodly practices. He
referred to the original commandment of God that children
should honour their parents (v10). He rebuked them for
playing smart, substituting the truth of God’s Word with
their traditions (v13). Beware of convenient alternatives to
God’s original intentions!

The scenario is the same today. Almost every
denomination in some way or other has substituted God’s
Word with manmade traditions. Our responsibility today is
to return to the “apostolic” doctrine. Of the four aspects
which were responsible for the steady growth of the early
disciples, the first one was the “apostles’ doctrine” (Acts
2:42). We tend to overoccupy ourselves with the next three
aspects — fellowship, breadbreaking and prayer — but
underemphasize the first one. The very words, “apostles’
doctrine,” are strange to many Christians. But the early
apostles reminded the congregations of the former’s
traditions: “Brothers, stand fast and hold on to the traditions
which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle” (2
Thess 2:15; 3:6). Our doctrines and practices must be
apostolic. Why? With Christ as the chief cornerstone, the
Church is built on the “foundation of the apostles and
prophets” (Eph 2:20).

The Book of Job is perhaps the oldest Book in the Bible.
Listen to the classic call from this book: 8:8-10, “Inquire,
please of the former age, and consider the things discovered
by their fathers; for we are but of yesterday, and know

nothing, because our days on earth are a shadow. Will they
not teach you and tell you, and utter words from their
heart?” This is the secret of having a glorious latter end.
Our experience is limited and what’s revealed to us is a
little. Let’s turn the holy pages of our old Bible to learn from
our forefathers.

Abraham is the father of all those who believe. Here’s a
specific call from God: Isa 51:1,2, “Listen to Me, you who
follow after righteousness, you who seek the Lord: Look to
the rock from which you were hewn, and to the hole of the
pit from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father,
and to Sarah who bore you; for I called him alone, and
blessed him and increased him.” Look at Abraham your
patriarch and Sarah your matriarch! Apostle Paul refers to
Abraham several times in his epistles. He builds the entire
doctrine of “justification by faith” around the example of
Abraham. Read Romans chapter four. Similarly Apostle
Peter quotes Sarah in his epistle (1 Pet 3:5,6). We are
generally called the children of Abraham. But here Peter
calls the believing womenfolk as the “daughters of Sarah!”
The point is that we are to learn the “old paths” from our
forefathers in the Bible.

Oftentimes we repeat what Prophet Elisha asked, “Where
is the God of Elijah?” Elisha asked this question for the
manifestation of God’s miracle power. But our subject is,
“Returning to the old paths.” Appropriately our cry should
be, “Where is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob?” This
is one of the foundational names of Jehovah God. This does
not refer to God’s miracles but His covenants. Read Exodus
3:13-16 which enlightens our theme: “Moses said to God,
Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to
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them, the God of your fathers has sent me to you, and they
say to me, What is His name? What shall I say to them?
God replied Moses, I AM WHO I AM ... thus you shall say to
the children of Israel: The Lord God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob
has sent me to you. This is My Name forever, and this is
My Memorial to all generations.”

Jesus was fond of quoting this during His teaching.
While arguing in favour of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus
referred to God as “the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob” (Lk 20:37). He added, “He is not the
God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him” (v38).
This means that though these forefathers are dead, they
have a message to all those who are alive. His argument
was so strong that “they dared not question Him anymore”
(v40). This theme was central to the famous Song of Moses
also (Dt 32:1-43). See verse 7, “Remember the days of old,
consider the year of many generations. Ask your father
and he will show you; your elders, and they will tell you!”

Then arises a question: What does God mean when He
says, “Do not remember the former things, nor consider
the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing, now it shall
spring forth” (Isa 43:18,19)? This simply refers to the
Restoration of Israel from its ruins as meant by “wilderness”
and “desert” (vv19,20). “Former things” here mean the
“former desolations of many generations” (Isa 61:4).

A similar question arises about 2 Corinthians 5:17, “If
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have
passed away; behold all things have become new.” This
passage simply refers to the difference between Jesus “in

flesh” and Jesus “in resurrection glory.” See verses 16, “Even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet we
know Him thus no longer.” Verse 17 is linked by the word,
“Therefore ...” Any Scripture passage is best understood if
it’s interpreted in its context. The “new things” of 2 Cor
5:17 is also to teach us the passing away of the Old Covenant
to give way for the New (Heb 8:13). Therefore, beloved, don’t
mix up these passages with our theme text of Jeremiah
6:16 about “old paths.”

Whenever God called His people to repent and return to
the old paths, the response of the majority was always
negative. Only a minority would take God’s message
seriously. We call that minority as the “remnant.” Though
this is small, this is a significant minority. The destiny is
decided by this small group. Take for example the statement
in Isaiah 1:9, “Unless the Lord of hosts had left to us a very
small remnant, we would have become like Sodom, and we
would have been made like Gomorrah.” This remnant is
the link in the history of God and His people. The
encouraging thing is that there’s such a remnant in each
generation: Romans 11:5, “Even so then, at this present
time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.”
As we have already seen, God’s remnant will usually be
“very small” (Isa 1:9). It may look as a “booth” or a “hut”
(v8). But it is through this remnant God brings about the
old time fruitfulness: Isaiah 37:31,32, “The remnant ... shall
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward ... The
zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” Shall we join this
remnant, this minority? If so, let’s join Prophet Jeremiah
and pray, “Turn us back to You, O Lord, and we will be
restored; renew our days as of old” (Lam 5:21).
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With this background let’s study our theme under the
following heads —

1. Old Path of the Scripture
2. Old Path of the Spirit
3. Old Path of Solitude
4. Old Path of Simplicity
5. Old Path of Sacrifice
6. Old Path of Soulwinning

I urge Pastors, Preachers and Christian Leaders to use
this material in their Retreats, Conferences and Seminars.
The delegates can occupy themselves profitably for three
days, by covering one topic in the forenoon session and the
other in the afternoon. Have an hour of prayer following
each session. I assure you that you will experience Revival,
Renewal and Restoration in your personal life, work and
ministry.

Praise God for the old Book!

O Word of God incarnate,
O wisdom from on high,

O truth unchanged, unchanging,
O light of our dark sky.

We praise Thee for the radiance,
That from the hallowed page,

A lantern to our footsteps,
Shines on from age to age.

The Church from her dear Master
Received the gift divine,

And still that light she lifteth
O’er all the earth to shine:

It is the golden casket
Where gems of truth are stored;

It is the heaven-drawn picture
Of Christ, the living Word.

It floateth like a banner
Before God’s host unfurled;

It shineth like a beacon
Above the darkling world:

It is the chart and compass
That o’er life’s surging sea,

Mid mists and rocks and quicksands
Still guide, O Christ, to Thee.

O make Thy Church, dear Saviour,
A lamp of burnished gold,

To bear before the nations
Thy true light as of old;

O teach Thy wandering pilgrims
By this their path to trace,

Till, clouds and darkness ended,
They see Thee face to face!

— William W. How, 1823-1897
An Anglican Bishop, London
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2

Old Path
of the Scripture

How to find out the “old paths?” The only way is to turn
to the Scriptures, the Bible. That was the method of Jesus.
While foretelling His disciples about how He would be
rejected, He asked them, “Have you not read this Scripture:
The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone?” (Mk 12:10). While there was a discussion on
resurrection from the dead, He asked them, “Have you not
read what was spoken to you by God?” (Mt 22:31). This
was the pattern followed by the apostles also. Look at these
examples. While quoting Abraham for justification by faith,
Apostle Paul asked the Christians in Rome, “What does the
Scripture say? Abraham believed God and it was accounted
to him for righteousness” (Rom 4:3). Paul again writes, “Do
you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah?” (Rom
11:2). He asks the same question while differentiating the
son of the bondwoman from the son of the freewoman:
“Nevertheless what does the Scripture say?” (Gal 4:30). Yes,
the primary source for finding the old paths is the Bible.

God’s Word is God’s way. In his long song of deliverance
David said, “As for God, His way is perfect; the Word of the
Lord is proven” (2 Sam 22:31). The Psalmist calls God’s Word
as the “judgments of old” and “testimonies of old” (Psa
119:52,152). That’s why Isaiah 40:6-8 outlines the chief
message to be cried out: “The voice said, Cry out! And he

2
Old Path of the Scripture
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asked, What shall I cry? All flesh is grass, and all its loveliness
is like the flower of the field ... The grass withers, the flower
fades, but the Word of our God stands forever.” Apostle
Peter understood the full impact of this passage and quotes
it in his epistle (1 Pet 1:24,25). We are often intimidated by
the opinions of man when we seek to proclaim the original
intentions of God. Don’t worry, man is simply grass! All his
qualifications, accomplishments and possessions are simply
like the flower of the grass, not even like a rose! Be bold to
return to the old path of the Scriptures!

There will be utter confusion and total darkness if the
Word of God is not restored to its place. This is best
illustrated in the story of Eli the Priest. We read in 1 Samuel
3:1-3, “The boy Samuel ministered to the Lord before Eli.
And the Word of the Lord was rare in those days; there was
no widespread revelation ... Eli’s eyes had begun to grow
so dim that he could not see ... The lamp of God went out
in the tabernacle.” The restoration of the past glory was
only through the Word of God: “Then the Lord appeared
again in Shiloh. For the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel
in Shiloh by the Word of the Lord. And the Word of the
Lord came to all Israel” (v21; 4:1). The boy Samuel represents
God’s remnant. God’s revelation to him was by His “Word!”
Modern preachers and self-styled prophets claim to have
so many revelations from God. But we are under no
obligation to accept them unless they agree with the written
Word of God. “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles
of God” (1 Pet 4:11). Apostle Paul admonished the gifted
Corinthian Christians, “If anyone thinks himself to be a
prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things I
write to you are the commandments of the Lord” (1 Cor
14:37).

The reign of King Josiah illustrates the preeminance
that must be given to God’s Word in all that we do. He came
to the throne when he was just eight. Unimaginable! He
reigned in Jerusalem for thirtyone years. Here is the
testimony about him: “He did what was right in the sight of
the Lord, and walked in all the ways of his father David; he
did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left” (2 Ki
22:2). One of the first works he undertook was repairing
the House of God. An exciting thing happened. The high
priest “found” the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord
(v8). Can you imagine the Book of God getting “lost” in the
House of God? Is this not the picture of most of our Churches
today? We go on with our activities caring the less to learn
God’s ways from His Word. When Shaphan the Scribe read
out to Josiah from the Book of God, the King “tore his
clothes” in remorse that they had not read God’s Word or
kept it (v11). He acknowledged the fact that “great is the
wrath of the Lord that is aroused against us, because our
fathers have not obeyed the words of this Book, to do
according to all that is written concerning us” (v13). Then
he commanded all the people, “Keep the Passover to the
Lord your God, as it is written in the Book of the Covenant”
(23:21). It is recorded that “surely such a Passover had never
been held since the days of the Judges, nor in all the days
of the Kings of Israel and the Kings of Judah” (v22). Yes,
beloved, what will happen if only we return to the old paths
of the Scriptures is beyond imagination.

In spite of the proliferation of activities in our Churches
and Missions, there’s a fearful famine for God’s Word today.
This was pointedly predicted by Prophet Amos: “Behold, the
days are coming, says the Lord God, that I will send a famine
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on the land, not a famine of bread, not a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of the Lord. They shall wander
from sea to sea, and from north to east; they shall run to
and fro, seeking the Word of the Lord, but shall not find it.
In that day the fair virgins and strong young men shall faint
from thirst” (Am 8:11-13). Are we not living in these days?
Are not people going from meeting to meeting? Are not folks
going after material prosperity? Sermons are plenty, but
where is the message from the Lord? Youth are simply
excited and entertained, but not edified. Lord, have mercy
on this generation! Every other ministry claims to bring
deliverance to people, but where’s solid Bible teaching? 2
Chronicles 15:3,4 is repeating: “For a long time Israel has
been without  the true God, without a teaching priest, and
without law; but when in their trouble they turned to the
Lord God of Israel, and sought Him, He was found by them.”
The trend is towards short-term benefits.

If the Church nationwide and worldwide is to return to
the old paths of the Scripture, each Christian should give
himself to regular and systematic study of the Bible. I would
like to present three steps in this direction. These may look
very fundamental but they are foundational —

1. Read the Bible voraciously.
Read the Bible again and again, front to back, back to

front, whichever way you like it. Read as much as you can
whether you fully understand it or not. What you don’t
understand in the first reading may be understood in the
next. The Bible as the Word of God is ever fresh like the dew
on the blades of grass (Dt 32:1,2). Everytime you read a
passage, you will receive a fresh message from God. As you

read the Word of God, you will hear the voice of God. Jesus
said that His words are “spirit and life” (Jn 6:63). We have
various levels of textbooks for school and college education.
The textbooks for the graduate courses are not the same as
those for the elementary classes. As far as the Bible is
concerned, it’s the same textbook whether you are a beginner
in Christian life or have walked with God for many long
years. We grow old but the Bible does not. That’s why it’s
called the “living” Word of God (1 Pet 1:24,25).

God used Ezra and Nehemiah in the restoration of His
people. The outstanding secret of the ministerial success of
these Reformers was that they gave preeminence to God’s
Word. Here’s the Biblical record: “Day by day, from the first
day until the last day, Ezra read from the Book of the Law
of God” (Neh 8:18). I call this a Bible Marathon. Some of
you believers can organize such a Marathon among
yourselves. It will be highly rewarding. You will experience
an unusual freshness in your spirit through this exercise.

A similar thing happened in the time of Joshua. After
the victory over the city of Ai, Joshua “wrote on the stones a
copy of the law of Moses, which he had written” (Josh 8:32).
Then he gathered the elders, officers, judges, priests, Levites,
strangers and the people of Israel before him. “And afterward
he read all the words of the law, the blessings and the
cursings, according to all that’s written in the Book of the
Law. There was not a word which Joshua did not read
before all the congregation of Israel, with the women, the
little ones, and the strangers among them” (vv34,35). We
can call this as the Renewal of the Covenant. The emphasis
in this narrative is that Joshua read “all” the words of the
Law without leaving out “any” word! And the reading was
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before “everyone” including children. Another point to be
noted is that Joshua read out both the “blessings” and the
“curses” written in the Law. Many of us fail here. We pick
up only the promises in God’s Word leaving out the
conditions and curses. The Bible has two sides: promises
and warnings, blessings for the obedient and curses for the
disobedient. Beloved, don’t be choosy in reading the pages
of the Bible.

Unless we read the entire Bible we will not experience
wholesome growth. Apostle Paul amply stressed this truth
when he wrote to Timothy: 2 Tim 3:16,17, “All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable ... that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.” The apostle hints at the absolute necessity
of God’s Word in growth from “childhood” to “manhood”
(vv15,17). He starts with “salvation” and moves on to
“service.” There’s no unnecessary portion in the Bible.
Reading of certain passages like geneology may be boring.
But these are the passages which remind us of the historicity
of the Bible. Neglecting any portion of the Bible is only to
our disadvantage. Both the Testaments are like the two lips
of God to speak to us!

If you desire to develop the habit of reading the entire
Bible again and again, a Bible Reading Calendar will be
helpful. These Calendars give various plans. There is one
plan to read through Genesis to Revelation in one year. Many
Christians find this somewhat difficult though the portions
are divided between morning and evening. I have published
a Calendar which covers the entire Bible over a period of
two years. From the daily portions I have suggested verses
for memorisation also. If this plan is followed, you can

memorize 100 verses per year. You can also change Versions
of the Bible every time you start with a one year or two year
plan. Because no Bible translation is perfect, such changes
help us understand the Biblical message better. Once in a
while you can read a Chronological Bible also which arranges
the books and portions of the Bible in chronological order.

George Muller (1805-1898) was known for his unusual
faith. God had blessed him with the ministry of taking care
of orphans. He built huge buildings and undertook many
projects. It’s said that he never once solicited funds from
people. He simply made his needs known to God and trusted
Him. Read his biography to see how God honoured this
man’s faith and answered his prayers. When he was once
asked about the secret of his faith, his instant reply was
that he had read the Bible on his knees atleast fortyeight
times. Faith comes by hearing and hearing, and by reading
and reading God’s Word (Rom 10:17).

Read the Bible both silently and aloud. During my college
days I used to go to forest areas to read the Bible aloud. As
a young boy I was fascinated by the majestic reading of two
or three Bible lessons in the Anglican Church in Nazareth
where I grew. This was the practice of Jesus (Lk 4:16). His
reading impacted the gathering in the Synagogue. We read
that when He sat down after reading aloud a portion from
the Book of Isaiah, “the eyes of all who were in the synagogue
were fixed on Him” (v20). Unfortunately the custom of
Scripture reading is forsaken in many so-called “spiritual”
Churches. All traditions are not bad. We must foresake
unscriptural traditions only. Don’t throw the baby with the
bath-water! Youngsters must by trained in public Bible
reading. They must be taught as to where to give a pause or
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lay stress, following the punctuation marks. Apostle Paul
encouraged young Timothy to “give attention to reading” (1
Tim 4:13). This refers to the public reading of the Scriptures.
Back to the old paths!

Your heart must become a treasure box of the contents
of both the Old and the New Testaments. Hear the words of
Jesus: Matthew 13:52, “Every scribe instructed concerning
the Kingdom of Heaven is like a householder who brings
out of his treasures things new and old.” I call upon parents
to pack as many Bible verses as possible into the hearts of
their children. Mary did so for her son Jesus so much so He
could sit with the Bible teachers in the Temple  even at the
age of twelve, discussing the Biblical truths. Luke records,
“All who heard Him were astonished at His understanding
and answers” (Lk 2:46,47). Our mummy did so for me and
my younger brother. Did she know when I was a young boy
that God would make me a Bible teacher one day? I await
the Resurrection morn to thank her.

What about the Bible in the mobilephones? It may be
convenient for some specific situations but it cannot become
a substitute for the hardcopy of the Bible. A well-underlined
Bible is a treasure. The notes we jot down on the margins
and the dates we mark against verses through which God
specifically speaks to us, and such things make our personal
copy of the Bible our spiritual journal. Those who cannot
remember chapter and verse numbers can become familiar
with the location of the texts in order to quickly turn to
those references. Interruptions of incoming calls or short
messages on the mobilephone while reading or meditating
the Bible will give way to distractions in our mind. The

Psalmist testifies, “I hate vain thoughts, but I love Your law”
(Psa 119:113). What I say may sound outdated; but these
are timeless truths.

2. Meditate the Bible unhurriedly.
The modern generation has become too busy to spend

quality time in the meditation of God’s Word. We allot time
for everything other than Bible meditation. The average
Christians hardly spend fifteen minutes daily with their
Bibles. Even if we occasionally take time to read the Bible
we hardly meditate on it. Bible meditation has almost
become a lost art. The only thing that passes the eightfold
test of Philippians 4:8 is the Bible which is the Word of God.
The Bible is “true, noble, just, pure, lovely, of good report,
virtuous and praiseworthy.” It’s the meditation of this Bible
that blesses us with the “peace of God” in our hearts and
minds and the “God of peace” abiding with us (vv7,9). The
testimony of the Psalmist is, “Oh, how I love Your law! It’s
my meditation all the day” (Psa 119:97).

One reason why average Christians don’t spend time in
Bible meditation is that they don’t know how. Not many
Churches conduct discipleship training classes where the
fundamentals of prayer and Bible meditation can be taught.
This is true of both mainline and new Churches. Pastors
assume too many things concerning the congregational
members. This is why the Quiet Time is not in the daily
schedule of many Christians.

This book is not to teach Bible meditation, but let me
give some simple guidelines. Set aside a definite time for
Bible meditation. The early hours of the day are the best
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when our minds would be fresh after a good night’s rest.
Begin with the Gospels and then move on to the Book of
Acts and the Epistles. Read one chapter couple of times.
Ask these simple questions concerning the passage you
read —

 Does this passage point out any sin that I must repent
of?

 Does this passage give any warning that I must take
note of?

 Does this passage make any promise of God that I
must embrace?

 Does this passage offer any guidance that I must
follow?

 Does this passage speak of any duty that I must fulfil?
 Does this passage foretell any future event that I must

become ready for?

Writing down the answers to these questions in a notebook
will be a good discipline. This is what God told Jeremiah:
Jer 30:2, “Write in a book for yourself all the words that I
have spoken to you.” Unless we write down the meditational
thoughts, they would be snatched away by the wicked one
(Mt 13:4,19). Be like the Bereans who did daily homework
besides listening to the best Bible teacher of their day (Acts
17:10,11). Most of my sermon outlines were developed from
my notes of personal meditation. So much so, I am able to
confidently tell my audience, “I deliver to you what I received
from the Lord” (1 Cor 11:23; 15:3).

Praise God for the numerous Study Bibles available
these days. The Study Bibles by C.I. Scofield (1843-1921),
F.C. Thompson (1858-1940) and F.J. Dake (1902-1987) are

excellent among the oldest. The modern Study Bibles like
ESV Study Bible, NKJV Study Bible and NIV Study Bible are
quite reliable. The marginal cross references and the
footnotes in these Bibles will enhance your meditation.
However, it is better to use a plain Bible for personal
meditation, and the Study Bibles for deep study. The
footnotes may sometimes hinder the flow of receiving
personal revelations from God and inspirations from the
Holy Spirit. Applying the text in personal life must be the
chief purpose of Bible meditation.

Personal Bible meditation is like “our daily bread.” Unless
otherwise it becomes impossible, don’t miss out on this time
of your appointment with God. The Israelites gathered
“manna” in the wilderness on a daily basis (Ex 16:4). Daily
meditation blesses us with daily guidance, daily strength
and daily grace (Lam 3:22-25). There are numerous daily
devotionals also prepared by servants of God. You can
profitably use them, but make sure that they don’t
substitute your direct meditation of God’s Word. The amount
of barley Ruth received directly from Boaz was six times
more than what she gleaned from here and there in the
fields! (Ruth 2:17; 3:15). Remind yourself of your dawn
devotional meditation at mid-day during lunchbreak. Review
it before returning to bed to see how the Lord has led you
through the day by the promises, guidance and warnings.
It will surprise you what the Lord has done!

3. Memorize the Scripture delightfully.
Under parental compulsion of course, I used to memorize

atleast one Bible verse each day during my boyhood from
Bible Text Calendars and Children’s periodicals like “Baliar
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Nesan.” Such memorisation habits are vanishing. With the
coming of computers and electronic gadgets, our memory
power is disused. What is to be saved in our hearts and
minds is saved in the hard discs.

Let’s recollect what Moses instructed God’s people: Dt
11:18-20, “You shall lay up these words of mine in your
heart and in your soul, and bind them as a sign on your
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You
shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when
you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you
lie down and rise up. And you shall write them on the
doorposts of your house and on your gates.” What a detailed
prescription! We have stayed on several occasions with the
family of Dr. Daniel Sunderraj (1919-  ), a senior Christian
in my native place, Nazareth. The printed Bible verses from
old calendars, cut as small pieces, would be kept in a bowl
on their dining table. As we sit for breakfast, one or two
verses will be picked up from the bowl and read out by the
members. What a reminder of the truth, “Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from God’s
mouth” (Mt 4:4; Dt 8:3b)!

The more you memorize the Scripture greater will be
your enjoyment. This was the Psalmist’s experience: Psa
19:10, “The law and statutes of the Lord are sweeter than
honey and the honeycomb.” The Psalmist exclaimed, “How
sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to
my mouth” (Psa 119:103). He confesses before God, “My
soul breaks with longing for Your judgments at all times”
(v20). Is this our experience? Let’s become Bible addicts!

The benefits of Scripture meditation are numerous. One
immediate benefit is that it helps us at the hour of temptation
to overcome the enemy. The Psalmist testified, “Your Word
I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You”
(Psa 119:11). This was practically seen in the temptations
Jesus faced in the wilderness. For every temptation He
quoted a suitable Scripture from His memory. Satan could
not argue further against “what is written” (Mt 4:4,7,10).
Each quote of Jesus from the Book of Deuteronomy was a
blow on Satan (Dt 8:3; 6:16; 6:13; 10:20). You cannot be
searching for verses from your Bible when the enemy strikes
you unawares. The Word of God in your heart is the Sword
of the Spirit in your hand (Eph 6:17). Of all the spiritual
weapons listed in this passage, the sword is the only weapon
for offense.

We all go through times of depression. At such times we
find even normal Bible meditation difficult. If we have stored
our memory with Scripture verses, the Holy Spirit will
appropriately “remind” us of God’s words (Jn 14:26b). Listen
to the testimony of the Psalmist: “Unless Your law had been
my delight, I would then have perished in my affliction ...
Your statutes have been my songs in the house of my
pilgrimage” (Psa 119:92,54). When we are too sick to read
the Bible, or lose our sight or hearing due to old age, the
Bible verses we have memorized over the years will come in
handy. Just like Joseph let’s save grains for difficult times!

Decision-making is one of the toughest jobs especially
when the choice is to be made not between good and bad,
but good and better! The guidance of the Holy Spirit is the
highest privilege of the children of God (Rom 8:14). The Holy
Spirit chiefly employs the Holy Scripture to guide us. This
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is because the Holy Spirit is the Author of the Scriptures (2
Pet 1:20,21). The memorized Scripture verses become handy
here. This was the testimony of David: Psa 40:8, “I delight
to do Your will, O my God, and Your law is within my heart.”
Generally speaking, God’s Word is God’s will. So we conclude
that memorization of Scripture is not for mere academic
interest.

Old Paths and the Scripture
Now it has become clear why the Scripture is the first of

the “old paths” we must return to. The wilderness from
Horeb to Kadesh Barnea can be travelled across in just
eleven days! (Dt 1:2). But God let them travel for forty years
to reach the Promised Land. God’s singular purpose was to
teach the all-important lesson that “man shall not live by
bread alone; but man lives by every Word that proceeds
from the mouth of the Lord” (Dt 8:2,3). The highest form of
worship is through the Word of God. Look at this striking
verse, Psa 56:10, “In God I will praise His Word; In the Lord
I will praise His Word.” David told God, “I will worship toward
Your holy temple, and praise Your name for Your
lovingkindness and Your truth, for You have magnified Your
Word above all Your name” (Psa 138:2).

When we sometimes ask the believers why they go to a
particular Church, the answer is, “There the worship is
good.” Wonderful! But what kept Peter and the disciples
stuck to Jesus was the Word (Jn 6:66,68,69). No doubt
worship is important but these days it tends to become an
excitement and entertainment. But the Word when faithfully
preached is always for enlightenment and equipment. Attend
a Church which balances between solemn worship and solid
Word-study. Back to the Bible!

God’s Word is God’s Voice!

God hath spoken by His prophets,
Spoken His unchanging Word;
Each from age to age proclaiming
God the one, the righteous Lord!
Mid the world’s despair and turmoil
One from anchor holding fast,
God is on His throne eternal,
He alone the first and last.

God hath spoken by Christ Jesus,
Christ the everlasting Son,
Brightness of the Father’s glory,
With the Father ever one;
Spoken by the Word Incarnate,
God of God ere time began,
Light of light, to earth descending,
Man, revealing God to man.

God yet speaketh by His Spirit
Speaking to the hearts of men,
In the age-long Word declaring
God’s own message, now as then.
Through the rise and fall of nations
One sure faith yet standeth fast:
God abides, His Word unchanging,
God alone the first and last.

— G.W. Briggs, 1875-1959
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3
Old Path of the Spirit

Let’s begin with our theme text again: Jeremiah 6:16,
“Thus says the Lord: Stand in the ways and see, and ask
for the old paths, where the good way is, and walk in it;
then you will find rest for your souls.” Our prayer should
be, “Turn us back to You, O Lord, and we will be restored;
renew our days as of old” (Lam 5:21). God calls us to “return”
to the old paths. We seek His help by praying to Him to
“restore” us to the old paths.

In the previous chapter we considered the “Old Path of
the Scripture.” We will now move on to the next topic: “Old
Path of the Spirit.” These two are interconnected, because
the very Scripture is inspired by the Holy Spirit. 2 Pet
1:20,21, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture
is of any private origin, for prophecy never came by the will
of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit.” If we are to get back to the old paths, for
everything we must refer to the Holy Scripture; and for
everything we must rely on the Holy Spirit.

Among the various Scripture passages which call for
the reliance on the Holy Spirit, the classic one is what God
told Zerubbabel the Jewish Governor: Zech 4:6, “This is the
word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might nor by power,
but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.” Why was this

3

Old Path
of the Spirit
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truth stated to Zerubbabel? Was he backslidden? Had he
forsaken God’s way? Did he forget the Lord of hosts and
follow Ashtaroth or Baal? No! The reason is given in verses
8 and 9, “Moreover the word of the Lord came to me, saying:
The hands of Zerubbabel had laid the foundation of this
temple; his hands shall also finish it.” What’s forewarned
here is that we must not end in flesh what was begun in the
Spirit. This was the problem of the Galatian Church (Gal
3:3). According to Paul, it was utter foolishness to start our
life or work in the power of the Holy Spirit, but then slowly
deviate to depend on our own skills and resources.

Some of the substitutes the Churches and ministries
unconsciously find for the power of the Holy Spirit are
intellectual brilliance, institutional strength, monetary
affluence, physical stamina and popular support. To begin
with, for every decision we kneel before God to understand
His mind. In course of time we depend more on our
committees where there is more of discussion than direction
from above. To start with, we have no buildings and such
facilities. We gather in homes and outskirts of the city for
long sessions of prayer and intercession. In course of time
buildings and equipments become our primary strength and
status symbol. Once we used to take material needs to God
in prayer. Now we are keen on presenting it to people and
adopt commercial techniques for fund-raising. If this trend
continues, we end up in the Laodicean condition. Our
material wealth and abundance of facilities blind our eyes
to see our spiritual bankruptcy (Rev 3:17). We become so
self-satisfied and self-occupied that Christ has no place
inside our structures. Instead of forsaking us, He stands
outside and knocks at the door for entrance (v20). If such a

thing can happen in the first century, what cannot happen
today? The worst thing is that we go on with our routine
activities without missing Christ the Head!

It’s disheartening to say that several of our Churches
and Missions are like Samson of old. He “did not know”
that the Lord had left him (Judg 16:20). We simply “shake”
ourselves like him! Suppose the Holy Spirit is withdrawn
from our Churches, what do you think will stop? Will singing
stop? Will preaching stop? Will breadbreaking stop? No,
everything will go on as usual. We will not miss the Holy
Spirit! As Samson we will only be shaking ourselves. When
one member of the congregation shakes himself, it becomes
contagious. The entire congregation gets into frency and we
stupidly call it the mighty move of the Holy Spirit! Let’s repent
of our self-reliance and return to the old path of Spirit-
reliance. In the following paragraphs, let’s consider the areas
where we need to restore our reliance on the Holy Spirit —

1. Holy Spirit & Rebirth
The Lord Jesus defines the phenomenon of rebirth

precisely in John 3:6-8. In a night discourse with the Jewish
leader, Nicodemus, the Lord illustratively describes the work
of the Holy Spirit in rebirth: “That which is born of the flesh
is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not
marvel that I said to you, You must be born again. The
wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it,
but cannot tell where it comes from and where it goes. So is
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” The supernatural work
is what is emphasized here. Do not oversimplify rebirth or
personal salvation to two or three steps. The steps are helpful
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but rebirth is not guaranteed when a formula is followed.
It’s the work of God the Holy Spirit. It’s a miracle.

The unknown element in rebirth is spelt out in
Ecclesiastes 11:5, “As you do not know what is the way of
the wind, or how the bones grow in the womb of her who is
with child, so you do not know the works of God who makes
all things.” Let’s embrace the element of surprise in the
personal conversion of people. No theology can fully explain
it. Someone said, “If you can explain it, it’s not a miracle
and God is not in it!” In our eagerness to see many people
saved, let’s not push people into conversion. Don’t abort
babies!

If we push salvation experience on people, we will bring
forth Ishmaels, not Isaacs. Isaac represents those born
according to the Spirit, whereas Ishmael represents those
born according to the flesh (Gal 4:29). Ishmael may also
resemble Isaac because both are Abraham’s sons. Ishmael
has gone through the formality of circumcision also. But he
never becomes Isaac. Ishmaels outnumber Isaacs in many
Churches. The conflict is unending. You cannot simply
baptize Ishmael and call him Isaac! The Holy Spirit should
convict a person of his sinfulness and lead him to the Cross
to accept Christ the Crucified as his Sin-bearer. That’s
conversion.

Mere argument may convince people but not convict
them. Conviction is purely the work of the Holy Spirit.
Apostle Paul was an intellectual giant. But look at his
testimony: 1 Cor 2:4,5, “My speech and my preaching were
not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith

should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of
God.” Merely a mental assent of the historical truths of the
Gospel does not save man. He may become an admirer of
christianity. The conviction of the Holy Spirit is what leads
to faith for rebirth. Beware of adopting techniques to lead
folks into salvation. You don’t need to tell a person that he
is saved. He himself will know it. That’s the miracle. The
Holy Spirit will witness with his spirit that he is a child of
God (Rom 8:16).

Apostle Peter’s sermon was in the power of the Holy
Spirit. It convicted 3000 souls on the Day of Pentecost. He
did not give the altar call, but people asked him, “What
must we do?” (Acts 2:37). The conviction of the Holy Spirit
in them is described as, “they were cut to the heart.” This is
why we are to first “pray” for the people to be saved before
we “preach” to them (1 Tim 2:1,4). It’s not casually asking
God to save people, but it must include “supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks.” Soulwinners
and preachers must totally depend on the Holy Spirit when
they call sinners to Jesus. Though Jesus had the power of
the second Person of Trinity, He relied on the power of the
Holy Spirit, the third Person of Trinity, thus giving us a
pattern (Lk 4:16-20; Acts 10:38). Even on the last page of
the Bible, the evangelistic call is both by the Spirit and the
Bride, the Church (Rev 22:17).

Messages on repentance are becoming rare these days.
We do not expect the Holy Spirit to bring people under the
conviction of sin. No wonder we have too many shallow
conversions. What we sow that we reap. Forthright
repentance messages can be preached only by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Here’s prophet Micah’s testimony: Mic 3:8,
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“Truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the Lord, and of
justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression and
to Israel his sin.” Micah gives this testimony when the land,
as today, was filled with false “prophets, seers and diviners”
(vv6,7). In order to please the masses and draw crowds they
were chanting “Peace!” (v5). God’s servant, David Wilkerson
(1931-2011), calls these men as pillow prophets!

2. Holy Spirit & Ministry
God’s work does not mean doing everything but doing

only what He want us to do. Jesus did not come to India or
go to Africa even though souls were dying without the bread
of life in these countries during His lifetime. Nevertheless
on the cross, He triumphantly declared, “It is finished.” Even
before going to the cross, He testified before the Father, “I
have finished the work You have given Me to do” (Jn 17:4b).
We are God’s “servants.” A servant cannot do what all he
desires. He has to simply obey orders and instructions. The
Psalmist confessed before God, “Behold, as the eyes of
servants look to the hand of their masters, as the eyes of a
maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the
Lord our God” (Psa 123:2). How can we know what God
wants us to do? He reveals it to us through His Spirit. The
Holy Spirit is the Chief Executive to lead us in God’s work
(Rom 8:14). Our regular prayer should be, “O Lord, teach
me to do Your will, for You are my God; Your Spirit is good.
Lead me in the land of uprightness” (Psa 143:10).

We talk about “partnership” in Missions. Our primary
partnership should be with God. We are God’s fellow-
workers” (1 Cor 3:9a). Partnership with God is essentially
through the Holy Spirit. The early disciples had a clear

understanding of this. When they filled Jerusalem with the
doctrine of Christ, the high priest asked them, “Did we not
strictly command you not to teach in this Name?” (Acts
5:27,28). Peter and the other apostles answered, “We ought
to obey God rather than men” (v29). Then they added, “And
we are witnesses to these things, and so also the Holy Spirit
whom God has given to those who obey Him” (v32). It’s the
Holy Spirit who gave them such boldness on the face of
threat. Holy partnership! This is what exactly Jesus had
promised them before His death: John 15:26,27, “The Spirit
of Truth will testify of Me. And you also bear witness.”
Compared to the early Church we are so weak in evangelism.
The fundamental reason is our lack of dependence on the
Holy Spirit. As mentioned earlier, the last evangelistic call
in the Bible highlights the partnership of the Holy Spirit
and the Church: “The Spirit and the Bride say, Come!” (Rev
22:17).

Even when we make reference to the Holy Spirit, our
focus is more on His “power” than on His “guidance.” If we
fail to obey His guidance, but simply seek His power,
relationship with Him is more utilitarian than submission
to His “lordship.” This means that we try to use Him than
being used of Him. Read the Book of Acts again and again.
You will conclude that the more appropriate name for this
book would be “Acts of the Holy Spirit.” The striking
observation was that the apostles and the disciples worked
directly under the “guidance” of the Holy Spirit. Here are
some enlightening examples —

 Evangelist Philip was holding a big healing campaign
in Samaria (Acts 8:5-8). Many were healed and demons cast
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out. There was a great joy in the city. Philip’s campaign was
the talk of the town. But suddenly the Holy Spirit told Philip
to go to the Gaza desert (v26). Going from India to America
is easy, but coming to India from America for missionary
work is difficult. It’s easy to move from a small congregation
to pastor a mega Church, not vice versa. To leave a mass
deliverance crusade in order to minister to a single person
would not have been easy for Philip. But he instantly obeyed
because it was “the Spirit” who told him to go (v29). To run
into a desert to overtake a fast chariot was also a tough job!
When Philip implicitly obeyed the voice of the Holy Spirit,
He honoured him with a return flight! (v39). Blessed are
the flexible, for they shall not be broken!

 Then there was Simon Peter. His very first evangelistic
message after Pentecost brought 3000 souls into the
Church. What a harvest! He found it exciting to minister to
Jewish crowds because they had already known the Old
Testament Scriptures. The number of believers quickly
swelled up to 5000. But suddenly the Holy Spirit gave Peter
a different direction. It was to go to a non-Jewish family. It
was quite difficult for Peter to take up this new assignment
because of his ardent Jewishness. Even a triple vision with
a voice from Heaven could not convince him (Acts 10:9-16).
But when the Holy Spirit bid him to go with the three men
who were knocking at his door, he obeyed (vv19,20). The
Holy Spirit told him to go “doubting nothing.” When Peter
obeyed the voice of the Spirit, God honoured him with a
mighty downpour of the Spirit on the audience even before
he finished his sermon (v44). The Holy Spirit attests the
sermons of a preacher who responds positively to His
whisper.

 The third example from the Book of Acts is that of
Apostle Paul and his team. This was during his second
missionary journey. After they visited Derbe, Lystra and a
few other cities, they were “forbidden by the Holy Spirit” to
preach the Word in Asia (Acts 16:6). Then they tried to go
into Bithinia, “but the Spirit did not permit them” (v7). The
Holy Spirit closed the doors in Asia and Bithinia, and opened
the doors in Macedonia. It was there they got their first
European convert, Lydia (v14). This raises some questions.
Is not the Great Commission to reach every country and
continent with the Gospel? Is not the Holy Spirit the Chief
Executive of missionary evangelism? Why then should He
block certain moves of that zealous team? The answer is,
We must keep moving  as per the general teaching of the
Bible; and at the same time we must obey the specific
guidance of the Spirit. Our enthusiasm must not override
the leading of the Holy Spirit. He not only sends forth
missionaries; He also directs them (Acts 13:4). In agriculture
there are various activities: ploughing, sowing, watering,
weeding and harvesting. Only the Holy Spirit as the Lord of
the Harvest knows when to do what and where. Let’s stay
sensitive to His voice.

Mere enthusiasm is no guarantee for a fruitful ministry.
We must work with a “burden.” This burden is implanted
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. See with what reverence
Apostle Paul testifies to this: Rom 9:1-3, “I tell the truth in
Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me
witness in the Holy Spirit, that I  have great sorrow and
continual grief in my heart. For I could wish that I myself
were accursed from Christ for my brothers, my kinsmen
according to the flesh.” Enthusiasm without burden is “zeal
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without knowledge” (10:1,2). A missionary becomes a
machinery when he loses the burden of the Holy Spirit.

So much of artificiality has invaded our ministries
instead of the supernaturalness through the Holy Spirit.
Just like there are spurious “conversions,” we have spurious
“anointings” also. The suddenness and supernaturalness
are missing in our Outpouring Meetings. There’s so much
of coaching and imitating. There’s so much of working up
in our meetings leading to frenzy. The outpourings recorded
in the Book of Acts were known for their miracle element in
them. They were not programmed! On the Day of Pentecost,
there came a sound from heaven “suddenly,” and they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke in tongues (Acts
2:1-4). In the house of Cornelius, while Peter was “still
speaking,” the Holy Spirit fell on all those who heard the
Word (10:44). When Peter later reported the matter in
Jerusalem, he said that the Holy Spirit fell on them as he
“began” to speak (11:15).

Let’s consider two instances in the Old Testament where
there were unusual manifestations of God’s power and
presence. One was during the dedication of the Temple by
King Solomon. The reading of the passage, 2 Chronicles
4:13,14, is thrilling: “When the trumpeters and singers were
as one praising and thanking the Lord ... the house of Lord
was filled with a cloud, so that the priests could not continue
ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord
filled the house.” This is following organized singing. The
next example is following Solomon’s prayer (7:1-3). Fire!
Glory! “The people bowed their faces to the ground on the
pavement, and worshipped and praised the Lord!” Do you

see the spontaneity here? Nothing was rehearsed. What a
shame that we simply cook up or concoct things! What’s
born of the flesh is flesh; what’s born of the Spirit alone is
spirit! (Jn 3:6). Let’s return to these old paths of the Spirit!

We have also invented some novel and questionable
alternatives to the genuine work of the Holy Spirit. The Bible
admonishes us to “worship God in the Spirit” (Jn 4:24);
“live in the Spirit” (Rom 8:5); “walk in the Spirit” (Gal 5:25);
“be led by the Spirit” (Rom 8:14); “pray in the Spirit” (Jude
20); and “sing in the Spirit” (1 Cor 14:15). But the Bible
never speaks about “falling” in the Spirit or “laughing” in
the Spirit! I won’t be surprised if there comes “eating” in
the Spirit! We are deceived into being excited about cheap
substitutes.

Even in the name of “singing in the Spirit,” we have
forsaken the classic hymns and songs of the past. We say
we are singing a “new song!” When the Bible calls us to
sing a “new song,” does it mean new compositions? Cannot
be! The new songs of 2000 will become old in 2010 and still
older in 2020. The “new song” does not refer to time, but to
lifestyle. Take for example, Psalm 40:1-3. The “new song”
of verse three is to contrast from the old life of “horrible pit
and miry clay” of verse two. We are called to be filled with
the Spirit and express it through “psalms, hymns and
spiritual songs” (Eph 5:18-20). All these have a place in
praise and worship. Don’t discord any of them. These are
various forms of praise set to musical accompaniment. The
songs and hymns of the olden days were known for their
rich devotional and doctrinal content. Unfortunately most
of the modern songs are anaemic. In the form also these
are prosaic than poetical.
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Finding alternatives and substitutes for God’s old and
genuine things is condemned in the Scriptures. God
laments, “My people have committed two evils: they have
forsaken Me, the fountain of living water, and hewn
themselves cisterns — broken cisterns that can hold no
water” (Jer 2:13). The Lord further asks, “Will a man leave
the snow-water of Lebanon, which comes from the rock of
the field? Will the cold flowing waters be forsaken for
strange waters? ... They have caused themselves to
stumble in the ways, from the ancient paths, to walk in
pathways and not on a highway” (18:13-15). Praise God for
the modern developments, but all that’s modern need not
be better (Lk 5:39).

Another tragedy in Churches and ministries is the lack
of Spirit-anointed and Spirit-appointed leadership. Both in
the Old Testament and the New Testament anointing of the
Holy Spirit is stressed as the primary requirement for
leaders. When God instructed Moses to select seventy elders
for nextline leadership, this is what He promised: “I will
take of the Spirit that is upon you and will put the same
upon them” (Num 11:16,17). When Moses did according to
the Word of the Lord, “The Lord took of the Spirit that was
upon Moses, and placed the same upon the seventy elders;
and it happened, when the Spirit rested upon them, that
they prophesied” (vv25,29).

There arose a problem in the early Church in the
distribution of food to the widows. The twelve apostles told
the believers, “It is not desirable that we should leave the
Word of God and serve tables” (Acts 6:1,2). They instructed
the disciples to form a team to take care of this business.

This is what they said, “Brothers, seek out from among you
seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business” (vv2,3).
Of the three qualifications the apostles prescribed, namely
social standing, fullness of the Spirit, and practical wisdom,
we leave out the central one, or we don’t emphasize it. Here
lies the root problem in Christian leadership.

There are too many self-appointed leaders today, or they
come to leadership positions through lobbying or dynasty.
God does not approve of such leadership. He says, “They
set up kings, but not by Me; they made princes, and I did
not acknowledge it” (Hos 8:4a). These leaders may be sitting
on executive chairs but the mantle will not be on them.
Leaders must not go by human logic but depend on divine
guidance through the Holy Spirit. A missionary call came
to the Church leaders in Antioch. Paul and Barnabas were
like two eyes to them. If the leaders had operated purely on
logic, they would have released any two other than Paul
and Barnabas! But “the Holy Spirit said, Now separate to
Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them” (Acts 13:1,2). They obeyed the voice of the Spirit and
sent forth these two men. Luke records that they were “sent
forth by the Holy Spirit” (vv3,4). What blessed partnership!

Instead of finding fault with defective leadership, God’s
people must pray that God would raise godly and anointed
leaders. God has given us a cheerful promise in Isaiah 1:26,
“I will restore your judges as at the first, and your
counsellors as at the beginning. Afterward you shall be
called the City of Righteousness, the faithful city!” The most
delightsome promise we often quote and sing is, “There shall
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be showers of blessing!” (Ezek 34:26). Do we know that this
promise in the first instance was given in the backdrop of
carnal leadership? In verse two, God came heavily on the
shepherds who were feeding themselves. Instead of feeding
the sheep they were feeding on the sheep. It’s at that time
God promised, “I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant
David a prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken” (v24).
Immediately after this comes the promise, “There shall be
showers of blessing!” (v26). His promise is not only that He
would bless the flock but also make the entire flock a
blessing. Oh for such a leadership that would make the
entire flock of God’s people a blessing to all those “around!”
Sad to say that many Pastors are mere performers while
the congregational members are kept as spectators. Only
when we have the outpouring of God’s Spirit as at the
beginning, things would change.

3. Holy Spirit & Work
We are not to confine the work of the Holy Spirit to

spiritual matters alone. We must not compartmentalise our
life as sacred and secular. Whatever we do, even eating and
drinking, must be for the glory of God (1 Cor 10:31).
Glorifying God in what all we do is not possible without the
enablement of the Holy Spirit. We cannot even call Jesus
as Lord without the help of the Spirit (1 Cor 12:3b). A few
examples from the Bible will encourage us to seek the help
of the Holy Spirit for all our activities —

Exodus 31:1-5, “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
See, I have called by name Bezaleel ... and I have filled him
with the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in
knowledge and in all manner of workmanship, to design

artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in cutting
jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner
of workmanship.” Enablement of the Holy Spirit for
professional workmanship. Whether you are in the
Engineering field, Medical field, IT field, teaching profession,
or whatever, the Holy Spirit can help you to do things better.

 Genesis 41:38-40, “Pharaoh said to his servants, Can
we find such a one as Joseph, a man in whom is the Spirit
of God? Then Pharoah said to Joseph, In as much as God
has shown you all this, there is no one as discerning and
wise as you. You shall be in charge of my home, and all my
people shall be ruled according to your word.” It’s
unfortunate that what a pagan ruler like Pharaoh was able
to recognize we are not able to. It’s like searching for ghee
when we have butter on hand! Here is a challenge to all
Christian administrators in companies, business firms,
industrial organisations and so on. Be filled with the Holy
Spirit. Ask Him to manifest His wisdom and knowledge in
all your jobs and responsibilities. “The Holy Spirit is the
Spirit of wisdom, understanding, counsel and knowledge”
(Isa 11:2). Regrettably not many Christian youngsters make
it to Indian Administrative Services (IAS). They may be
intelligent but are not industrious enough.  Unless we have
Josephs, Daniels and Nehemiahs in high positions, how
can we impact the Nation?

 Exodus 35:34, “And God has put in Bezaleel’s heart
the ability to teach, in him and Aholiab the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan.” God filled Bezaleel with
His Spirit not only for skilled workmanship (Ex 31:1,2), but
also to “teach” others (35:34). In fact God anointed a team
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to teach others. The need of the hour is not only for skilled
teachers but also anointed teachers. Informations will fill
the head, but inspiration will fire the hearts! Of the nine
gifts of the Holy Spirit listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, the
first two are “Word of Wisdom” and “Word of Knowledge.”
Are they not directly related to teaching? The early apostles
claimed this in their teaching ministry of God’s Word: 1
Cor 2:13, “These things we also speak, not in words which
man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches,
comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” When there’s
teaching under the anointing of the Spirit, the hearers will
receive both enlightenment and edification. As the “Spirit
of Truth” the Holy Spirit is a Teacher (Jn 14:17,26).

Thank God for our theological seminaries, but they will
be only academic deserts if the Professors are not anointed
with the Holy Spirit. Without the Upper Room experience
you are not worth a dime, degrees or no degrees. Without
the fire of the Spirit on your tongue, your lectures will be
icily cold and your students will be frozen to spiritual death
(2 Cor 3:6).

 2 Samuel 23:1,2, “Now these are the last words of
David: Thus says David the son of Jesse; Thus says the
man raised up on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob,
and the sweet Psalmist of Israel: The Spirit of the Lord
spoke by me, and His Word was on my tongue.” Anointed
music and singing is a gift from God. “Psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs” will burst forth from a heart filled with
the Holy Spirit (Eph 5:18,19). Praise God for the Christian
composers and musicians of the past and the present. Their
contributions enrich our worship of God Almighty. Most of
the songs of the yesteryears were born from prayer closets

following seasons of fasting and prayer, especially during
times of revival. No wonder they are rich in doctrinal and
devotional content. Worship leaders,, musicians and singers
must learn to depend more and more on the Holy Spirit so
they may really minister to the Lord and His people.

There are numerous references to the Spirit of God in
the Book of Psalms which was used as the book of praise
and prayer by the Jews (Psa 51:10-12; 104:30; 106:33;
139:7; 143:10). In the olden days, prophesying was
accompanied by musical instruments (1 Sam 10:5). When
David played the harp, the distressing spirit left Saul (1
Sam 16:23). When a musician played his instrument, the
hand of the Lord came upon Prophet Elisha with a fresh
prophetic word (2 Ki 3:15-19). Prophesying and music were
often associated (1 Chr 25:1,3). These passages teach us
that Christian music must be known for its reverence and
it cannot degrade to the level of entertainment.

Daniel 1:17, “As for these four young men, God gave
them knowledge and skill in all literature and wisdom; and
Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.” See
how King Nebuchadnezzar recognised this when he desired
the interpretation of his dream: 4:18, “All the wise men of
my kingdom are not able to make known to me the
interpretation; but you are able because the Spirit of the
Holy God is in you.” Not all are given equal intelligence, but
the Spirit-filled Christians must work hard for academic
excellence and professional efficiency through the wisdom
of the Holy Spirit. This brings glory to God before others.

Though we have seen through various examples quoted
above how the Holy Spirit can help us in various fields,



God will appoint and equip us only for what He has
specifically called us to do. Today’s youth choose what’s
more remunerative than what’s rewarding from eternity
viewpoint. Moses is a challenging example here. Read
Hebrews 11:24-27, “By faith Moses, when he became of
age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s  daughter,
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God
than to enjoy the temporary pleasures of sin, esteeming
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in
Egypt; for he looked for a reward.”

Our youth are not properly counselled in this area.
Parents push children into careers which are attractive
rather than finding out together with them what God’s will
for them is. Unless we learn to find God’s will at the
beginning of our life, when we are young, we will be missing
it all through our life. Anything other than God’s perfect
will is only the second best. In the 1960s there were only
three branches in Engineering Colleges: Civil, Mechanical
and Electrical. For the 5-year course you are to choose the
branch in the third year. Preferentially Mechanical
Engineering was the first, Electrical the second, and Civil
the third. Class-toppers will get the Mechanical Engineering
branch. Though I was a class-topper, when I waited before
God, He guided me to choose Civil Engineering. This was
against my dad’s desire. But I stuck to God’s direction.
Whatever I learnt in building engineering has helped me all
through my ministerial life, especially in mission fields,
including the construction of my sermons!

As we come to the end of this topic, “Old Path of the
Spirit,” let’s sing this song of prayer based on Isaiah 51:9 —
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Awake, O Lord, as in the time of old!
Come down, O Spirit, in Thy power and might!
For lack of Thee our hearts are strangely cold,
Our minds but blindly grope toward the light.

Doubts are abroad: make Thou these doubts to cease!
Fears are within: set Thou these fears at rest!
Strife is among us: melt that strife to peace!
Change marches onward: may all change be blest!

It is not knowledge that we chiefly need,
Though knowledge sanctified by Thee is dear:
It is the will and power to love indeed;
It is the constant thought that God is near.

Make us to be what we profess to be;
Let prayer be prayer, and praise be heartfelt praise;
From unreality, O set us free,
And let our words be echoed by our ways.

Turn us, good Lord, and so shall we be turned:
Let every passion grieving Thee be stilled;
Then shall our race be won, our guerdon earned,
Our Master looked on, and our joy fulfilled.

— Henry Twells, 1823-1900



I had the privilege of meeting the man of God, Leonard
Ravenhill (1907-1994) and his wife in 1985 at his residence
in Lyndale, Texas, USA. His world-famous book, Why
Revival Tarries, has greatly impacted my soul and ingited
my passion for revival. In the Blessing Youth Mission we
brought out the first Indian edition in English and several
vernaculars. By any standard, he was a prophet of God. I
have memorized several of his statements. One of them is,
“Great eagles fly alone. Great lions hunt alone. Great men
walk alone.”

In today’s world of hectic activities and bustle of the
days, spending time in solitude alone with God has become
a lost art. But from time immemorial, God had been desiring
solitude for His people. Look at these two Scripture texts:
Numbers 23:9,10, “From the top of the rocks I see him
(Jacob), and from the hills I behold him; There! A people
dwelling alone, not reckoning itself among the nations.”
Micah 7:14, “Shepherd Your people with Your staff, the
flock of Your heritage, who dwell solitarily in a woodland,
in the midst of Carmel; let them feed in Bashan and Gilead,
as in the days of old.” A clear call to the old path of solitude!

This has been God’s “everlasting” principle in
strengthening His people. Look at Isaiah 40:28 to 41:1. This
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classic passage begins with challenging questions: “Have
you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God,
the Lord, the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints
nor is weary. There is no searching of His understanding.
He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might
He increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and be
weary, and young men shall utterly fall, but those who wait
on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint. Keep silence before Me, O
coastlands, and let the people renew their strength!” It’s by
sitting alone with God in silence that our spiritual muscles
are strengthened. But this “eternal” truth has been
forgotten. That’s why the questions: “Have you not known?
Have you not heard?” (v28). “Has it not been told you from
the beginning? Have you not understood from the
foundations of the earth?” (v21). It is to stress the need to
return to the old path of solitude, God is called here as the
“everlasting” God and the “Creator!”

Down through the ages God has prepared His men in
solitude. Let’s us look at some of them —

Moses
He lived for 120 years. In those days this lifespan was

rather short. Perhaps to point out that he died too young,
it’s recorded, “His eyes were not dim nor his natural vigour
abated” (Dt 34:7). His lifespan of 120 years can be divided
into three segments of 40 years each. In the first 40 years
he was in Egypt during which time he thought he was
“somebody.” During the next 40 years he was alone in the

desert learning that he was “nobody.” In the final 40 years
he led the people of God understanding God was “every-
thing!” God usually takes us through these stages. Following
our graduation or postgraduation in College we think we
are somebody. When we dive into the actual life situation
in the open world, we realize our nothingness. This is when
unlearning begins. In this process God empties us so we
may be filled with God Himself. Then sings my soul —

He is my everything, He is my all;
He is my everything, both great and small;
He makes my life complete, everything new;
He is my everything, He is my all!

 John the Baptist
John was filled with the Holy Spirit even from his

mother’s womb. But that was not enough. He must be
strengthened in spirit. This is what we read about him: Lk
1:80, “The child grew and became strong in spirit, and was
in the deserts till the day of his manifestation to Israel.”
We get satisfied with a mere touch of the Holy Spirit in our
life in a meeting or during prayertime. It’s not enough.
Growing strong in spirit takes time. See how God prepared
John for so many years in the desert. Prophets come from
solitude. There’s no instant graduation in the School of
Prophecy. A prophet must be under the mighty hand of
God in solitude until he can be introduced like John: “There
was a man sent from God!” (Jn 1:6). One reason why several
of those with the “gift of prophecy” do not develop as
“prophets” is their instant growth mentality. Prophets can
be effective only to the extent they are shut up with God.
True prophets shun publicity.
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Jesus
The Holy Spirit came on Jesus when He came out of

the waters of baptism. But that was not enough. “Having
been filled with the Holy Spirit,” and as “led by the Spirit,”
He went into the wilderness. To be alone with His Father
with the discipline of fasting for forty days (Lk 4:1). Having
gone through the temptations of Satan during that period,
He returned to Galilee “in the power of the Spirit” (v14). I
metioned earlier, we get satisfied with the initial encounter
with the Holy Spirit. The Baptism with the Holy Spirit is an
one time crisis experience. We must go on being “filled”
with the Holy Spirit (Eph 5:18). This filling follows times of
being alone with God and emptying of ourselves. Only then
can we “be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might”
(Eph 6:10).

 Apostle Paul
Paul’s experience on the Road to Damascus was unique.

God blessed him with three days of blindness. The physical
blindness gave him spiritual eye-opening. But three days
were too short a period for him to unlearn his wrong
concepts and philosophies. He recounts this while writing
to the Galatian Christians: Gal 1:15-18, “When it pleased
God who separated me from my mother’s womb and called
me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might
preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer
with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem ... but I
went to Arabia and returned again to Damascus. Then after
three years I went up to Jerusalem.” Paul did not start his
ministry immediately after he was baptized in water and
with the Holy Spirit (Acts 22:16; 9:17). His Seminary training
was in the Arabian desert. God prepared him in solitude.

Even after he started his ministry, God sent him often to
prison to reveal in solitude things concerning the glory of
Christ and the mystery of the Church. Without these periods
of solitude, Paul would not have found time to bless us
with so many Epistles.

Of the many benefits of solitude, the three outstanding
ones are described below —

1. To develop intimacy with God
Lovers like to be alone with each other. They dislike

people hanging around them. The Indian tradition does not
allow newly married couples to be by themselves. So many
visits and dinner inivitations are forced on them. What the
Shulamite spoke to the Beloved in the Song of Solomon
highlights this point: “Come, my Beloved, let us go forth to
the field; let us lodge in the villages. Let us get up early to
the vineyards; let us see if the vine has budded, whether
the grape blossoms are open, and the pomegranates are in
bloom. There I will give you my love” (SS 7:11,12). No other
passage in the Scripture better describes the soul’s craving
for intimacy with the Saviour in solitude. Christ is the
Bridegroom and we are engaged to Him as the bride. The
marriage is yet to take place. This is the courtship period.

Besides the Bride and Groom relationship, we must
develop intimacy with God the Father as His children. When
we believe on Christ, we are born into the family of God (Jn
1:12). This is a general relationship. God is longing for a
deeper fellowship with us. He cannot tolerate us flirting
with the world. Look at His call in 2 Corinthians 6:17,18,
“Come out from among them and be separate, says the
Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.
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I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” Though He is the
“Almighty” God, He longs for father-children relationship.
He cannot tolerate our friendship with the world (Js 4:4).

Jesus always longed for this kind of intimacy with His
Father. Here are some sample passages. When the disciples
told Jesus about the martyrdom of John the Baptist, “Jesus
departed from there by boat to a deserted place by Himself”
(Mt 14:12,13). The entire city of Capernaum was gathered
together at the door of Simon Peter’s house where Jesus
was. He healed many who were sick with various diseases,
and cast out many demons. See what He did the very next
day. “Now in the morning, having risen a long while before
daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place;
and there He prayed” (Mk 1:32-35). Obviously He woke up
before five with a longing to be alone with His Father. We
often say that we are too busy with our work and daily
routine to find time to be alone with God. Jesus never gave
this excuse in spite of His fast-growing ministry. Read Luke
5:15,16, “The report went around concerning Him all the
more; and great multitudes came together to hear, and to
be healed by Him of their infirmities. So He Himself often
withdrew Himself into the wilderness and prayed.” More
the work more the time should be with God. When the
apostles returned to Jesus with glowing reports of their
ministry, Jesus told them, “Come aside by yourselves to a
deserted place and rest a while” (Mk 6:30,31). Healing
evangelists who keep growing in popularity have a timeless
lesson here. If their time with God is cut short, they are
opening doors for deviation and deception. To be more for
God, we must be more with God!

Have you ever noticed that Jesus often made the
statement, “I am not alone?” (Jn 8:16,29; 16:32). This
intimacy with His Father is actually a continuation of His
eternal relationship with Him. Here’s a portrait of this
relationship in Proverbs 8:30,31, “I was beside Him as a
master craftsman; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing
always before Him, rejoicing in His inhabited world, and
My delight was with the sons of men.” Is this not what we
read in John 1:1-3? “In the beginning was the Word; the
Word was with God; and the Word was God.” Don’t be
satisfied with the general “fellowship” we have with God
because of rebirth. It’s by intimacy we move from “fellowship”
to “friendship.” This is God’s longing, and it should be ours
too. Jesus told His disciples, “Not longer do I call you
servants, for a servant does not know what his master is
doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I
heard from My Father I have made known to you” (Jn 15:15).
See how Jesus beautifully links us to God! Jesus came not
only to show us the fatherhood of God but also His
friendliness. What a privilege!

Apostle James points out that Abraham was called the
“friend of God” (Js 2:23b). This was based on what God
told: “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?” (Gen
18:17). What’s implied here obviously is the intimacy
developed through sharing. This is the same as what Jesus
told His disciples (Jn 15:15). This was true of Moses also.
“The Lord spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to
his friend” (Ex 33:11a). This intimacy is not possible without
spending time with God in solitude. No wonder Jesus has
taught us to shut the door when we enter our prayer room
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(Mt 6:6). Most of the spiritual disciplines are to be followed
in secret and in solitude. The lust for limelight is the curse
of the day.

Why did Jesus choose His disciples? The two primary
purposes are stated in Mark 3:14, “He appointed twelve,
that they might be with Him and that He might send them
out to preach ... to heal ... to cast out demons.” The foremost
purpose is that they might be “with Him.” Fellowship!
Friendship! Communion! Intimacy! A fruitful ministry flows
out of a life of intimacy with God. We are God’s “fellow-
workers” (1 Cor 3:9). God has not called us to be successful
in ministry but fruitful. Fruitfulness is only by abiding in
Christ (Jn 15:4,5). Abiding in Christ is a quiet job. We are
not parts of a machine called God. We are branches in a
Vine called Jesus. Supernaturally natural!

2. To meditate the Word of God
Withdrawing ourselves from the noisy world is

indispensable for pouring ourselves on the meditation of
God’s Word. While giving out his final blessing to the people
of Israel before his death, Moses said, “Yes, the Lord loves
the people; all His saints are in Your hand; they sit down at
Your feet; everyone receives Your words” (Dt 33:3). When
we say that the Lord loves us, it speaks of His closeness
with us. When we say that we sit down at His feet, that
speaks of our intimacy with Him. The outcome is the pouring
out of God’s words into our soul.

Does not this Scripture text remind us of Mary, the
sister of Martha and Lazarus, who chose to sit at the feet of
Jesus to keep listening to Him? We read that Mary sat at

Jesus’ feet and “heard His Word” (Lk 10:39). Martha of
course was not doing anything useless. If she had not been
in the kitchen cooking, everyone at home including Jesus
would have had nothing to eat! But Jesus commended Mary
saying, “One thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that
good part, which will not be taken away from her” (v42).
Here’s a lesson to choose between what’s important and
what’s necessary. Spending time alone with God should be
the top priority in our life. Job testified, “I have treasured
the words of God’s mouth more than my necessary food”
(Job 23:12b).

Sitting alone for the meditation of God’s Word has been
the regular habit of the saints of old. The Psalmist and
Prophet Jeremiah are two outstanding examples. The
Psalmist speaks of the blessedness of avoiding the counsel
and the company of the ungodly, sinners and scornful in
order to meditate on the Word of God unhurriedly with
delight (Psa 1:1,2). Prophet Jeremiah testifies, “O Lord, Your
words were found, and I ate them, and Your Word was to
me the joy and rejoicing of my heart ... I did not sit in the
assembly of the mockers, not did I rejoice; I sat alone
because of Your hand” (Jer 15:16,17). Both these men of
old teach us the danger of letting men steal our precious
time that must be devoted to the quiet meditation of God’s
Word.

A word to my preacher friends: Don’t desire to accept
all invitations and attend all functions. Jesus did not go on
attending marriages. Only one of the four Gospels record of
a wedding Jesus attended. Be careful about too many visits
and visitors. When I go for outstation ministries, I keep
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visits to people’s homes a minimum. In between sermons I
must have enough time to rest and get refreshed. My
spiritual batteries must be recharged. Learn to say “no”
and teach people to accept “no” for an answer. Entertain
minimum visitors and avoid unprofitable chat. If you are
not careful here, you cannot avoid the savour of death in
your sermons. Take this counsel seriously so you may serve
fresh manna to people everytime you climb on the pulpit.

Do you have a regular Quiet Time? I appreciate the men
of old who have named our daily time with God as “Quiet”
Time! This only means that we must avoid all distractions.
Don’t forget to switch off your mobilephone when you go to
sit before God to meditate His Word. You can even take it
as the 11th commandment! Our days on earth are short,
and our time with God in solitude is still shorter. All
telephonic calls can wait when we have our appointment
with God. Youngsters must be extremely careful here lest
their spiritual growth gets stunted. Even when it was a
bride-hunting season for young Isaac, he did not forsake
his evening meditations in solitude out in the fields (Gen
24:63). Today’s youth lose their Bibles while hunting for
brides! Isaac had a confidence that the Lord would take
care of everything concerning him (Psa 138:8a).

These are days of religious excitement. Christianity is
all programmes and activities. No doubt we must work as
fast as we can, and go as far as we can in fulfilling the
Great Commission. Even this may sometimes disturb the
discipline of sitting quietly before God with the open Bible.
Mary the mother of Jesus comes here as an admirable
character. When the shepherds saw the Baby, they spread
the news everywhere. All those who heard it marvelled. “But

Mary” kept all these things and pondered them in her heart
(Lk 2:17-19). Similarly, all who heard the Boy Jesus in the
Temple were astonished at His understanding of the
Scriptures and His answers to the questions of the teachers.
His parents did not understand His reference to “My Father’s
business.” “But His mother” kept all these things in her
heart (Lk 2:46-51). Conventions, Conferences, Seminars and
special Meetings have their place, but never allow them to
replace your time alone with God’s Word. Christians in cities
like Chennai, Bengaluru and Hyderabad must be cautious
here. You may die of meeting-itis!

It is usually during our time alone with God that He
gives us fresh revelations from His Word. When God called
Moses to come to Mount Sinai with two tablets of stone, He
specifically said, “No man shall come up with you, and let
not man be seen throughout all the mountain; let neither
flocks nor herds feed before that mountain” (Ex 34:3). Is
not the principle clear? See David’s experience: “I will bless
the Lord who has given me counsel; my heart also instructs
me in the night seasons. I have set the Lord always before
me” (Psa 16:7,8). It’s the testimony of those who are regular
and consistent in their meditation of God’s Word that God
gives them specific guidance in the nights for their life and
work. God used to speak to Samuel in the night time (1
Sam 3:3,4; 15:16). About Jesus we read, “In the daytime
He was teaching in the temple, but at night He went out
and stayed on the mount called Olivet. Then early in the
morning all the people came to Him in the temple to hear
Him” (Lk 21:37,38). Jesus first spent time alone with His
Father to listen to Him before He would speak to people.
This was the training Jesus gave His disciples. Matthew
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10:27, “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light;
and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops.”
This is the meaning of what David testified: “O Lord, in
Your light we see light” (Psa 36:9b).

Another reason why we must cultivate the habit of
personal Bible meditation in solitude is that it effectually
helps self-examination. Lam 3:25,28,40, “The Lord is good
to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him ... Let
him sit alone and keep silent ... Let us search out and
examine our ways, and turn back to the Lord.” David
prayed, “Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; try my mind
and my heart” (Psa 26:2). Again, “Search me, O God, and
know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; and see if
there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting” (Psa 139:23,24). See the personalness in these
prayers: Examine “me!” Search “me!” In the annual
conferences of the Blessing Youth Mission, which was
founded in 1971, the first Talk will be on holiness and
sanctification whatever be the theme of the Conference.
Following this, a questionnaire would be distributed to the
delegates for personal self-examination. This hour of
cleansing they spend is what would tune them up for the
rest of the Talks during the next two days of the programme.
The delegates would keep this questionnaire in their Bibles
for frequent use. Sadly there’s no such hour of self-
examination these days in the programme schedule of most
of our Retreats and Camps. It’s only when we sit quietly in
the searching presence of God, our sins and shortcomings
will surface, as filth starts floating when the water is still.

Book-reading habits vanish because the discipline of
solitude is lost. We have too many unread books which are

simply decorating the shelves in our study room. While in
confinement in prison, Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy, “Bring
the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas when you come —
and the books, especially the parchments” (2 Tim 4:13).
We can maintain our spiritual warmth if we read Christian
classics periodically. E-books cannot replace hard copies.
You must freely underline, add Scripture references, and
so on when you read a book. When you read it for the second
time at a later date, these markings will be a bonus blessing.
Try to take two or three days off from your work to spend
time in reading spiritual books. Those on the pulpits must
read widely. John Wesley is said to have admonished his
associates, “Read or quit the ministry!”

3. To give ourselves to intercession
One of the mighty intercessors in the Old Testament

was Jeremiah. Hear his heartcry: Jer 9:1,2, “Oh, that my
head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, that I
might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of
my people! Oh, that I had in the wilderness a lodging place
for wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go
from them!” A longing for solitude for holy intercession!
Group prayers are important. Jesus honours the gathering
of even two or three with His presence. As individuals we
must go beyond collective praying. That’s where we can
pour our heart feelings before the heavenly Father.

The first intercessor we meet in the Bible is Abraham.
His intercession for Sodom was when he was alone with
God. When the men went toward Sodom, “Abraham still
stood before the Lord” (Gen 18:22). We read from verses 23
to 32 how Abraham literally begged God to be merciful
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towards the city of Sodom. It was a personal meeting of
Abraham with God in solitude. This fact is highlighted by
what we read in verse 33, “The Lord went His way as soon
as He had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham
returned to his place.”

Jesus was known for praying in solitude. The feeding
of over five thousand people with just five loaves and two
fish was no ordinary miracle. See what Jesus did
immediately after that. Mt 14:22,23, “Immediately Jesus
made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to
the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. And
when evening had come, He was alone there.” This is not
our practice. We pray so much before a programme for its
success. We organize prayers to be offered during the
programme also. But how much of prayer do we offer after
the programme is successfully over. Having accomplished
a marvellous thing in public, the heart of Jesus was craving
for fellowshipping with His Father in private. The lesson is,
the more God uses us the more time we must spend with
Him in solitude. Otherwise, great victories will lead to great
fall! This is a solemn warning!

Jesus’ love for solitude could have been the reason why
He was  thought to be John or Elijah or Jeremiah (Mt 16:14).
All these men were known for intercession and solitude!
John was desert-bred. Everything about him was strange:
dress, diet and doctrine. Elijah stood alone with God when
people went astray after other gods. Though he was a man
with a nature like ours, he was effectual in prayer (Js
5:17,18). Jeremiah was a weeping prophet. Jesus was a
man of sorrows, making intercession for the transgressors

(Isa 53:3,12). Jesus wept over Jerusalem like Jeremiah (Lk
19:41; Lam 1:8,17). Our cities are becoming like Sodom
and Gomorrah. Our Churches and institutions are like the
slain daughter of Jerusalem. Enough reason to weep — in
solitude!

Praying in solitude is a discipline that’s disappearing
among Christians. People who rush to full-day prayers or
all-night prayers hardly spend an hour in solitary prayer.
It is of course more difficult to spend an hour alone with
God than to spend eight hours in a prayer meeting. Personal
prayertime must precede collective praying. The first
teaching of Jesus on prayer was on individual praying; only
after that He taught on collective praying (Mt 6:6; 18:19,20).
The writings on prayer by E.M. Bounds (1835-1913) are
unparallelled. One of his oft-quoted statements is, “The
secret of prayer is praying in secret!” How succinct and
veracious! If people spend enough time in individual prayer
before they come to prayer gatherings, our prayer
programmes will be more effective. Warming up must be in
our prayer closets; then you will be fired up in the gathering!

Have you noticed that Apostle Paul often referred to
“my” prayers? Rom 1:9, “God is my witness that without
ceasing I make mention of you always in my prayers.” (See
also Romans 10:1). Eph 1:16, “I do not cease to give thanks
for you, making mention of you in my prayers.” 3:14, “I
bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Phil
1:3,4, “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,
always in every prayer of mine making request for you all
with joy.” 2 Tim 1:3, “I remember you in my prayers night
and day.”
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Today’s overemphasis in large gatherings of prayer has
undercut the seriousness and significance of private
praying. Collective praying should be an extension of private
prayer. This is what my spiritual mentors taught me during
my student days. This is the daily practice of the Campus
Prayer Fellowship which I under God founded in Karaikudi
in 1963. The members would spend roughly an hour on
knees in private prayer and praise before they gather. This
is in the evenings after the college hours.

Because people don’t spend enough time in private
prayers, they violate the Scriptural principles laid down for
Church worship. Take for example, speaking in tongues.
This gift must be exercised in private and never in public
unless there’s an interpreter (1 Cor 14:18,19,27,28). Apostle
Paul claimed that he spoke in tongues more than all the
Corinthian Christians, but he said that in the Church he
would speak understandable words only. I speak in tongues
ever since the Lord anointed me with the Holy Spirit in
1962. In the early days I used to occasionally speak in
tongues from the pulpit also. But when I matured, I threw
away childish things (13:11). Now I restrict tongues to my
private prayers. Experience a release in your spirit even
before coming to collective worship. Only then can we edify
one another (Eph 5:18-21).

Jesus attached great importance to “small group”
praying also. He promised that His presence would be
already there when two or three gather in His Name (Mt
18:20). It was when He took Peter, John and James up to a
mountain to pray, He was transfigured (Lk 9:28). He
cherished their prayer partnership even though they were
sleepy (v32). He often took His disciples to the Mount of

Olives for prayer (Lk 22:39,40; Jn 18:1,2). Even from this
small group He withdraw for prayer in solitude! (Lk 22:41).
We read about the apostles holding such small group
prayers. It was when five prophets and teachers were fasting
and praying in Antioch, the call for the first missionary
team came (Acts 13:1,2). It was following a regular Sabbath
day prayer by the riverside, the apostles spoke to the
businesswomen who gathered there of whom one was Lydia
(16:13,14). Several Indian Missions were born out of prayer
groups. The Friends Missionary Prayer Band (FMPB) and
the Blessing Youth Mission (BYM) are outstanding
examples. If we need another revival, such praying in groups
must be revived. Fifty years ago Leonard Ravenhill (1907-
1994) wrote his world-famous book, Why Revival Tarries.
Now we need to ask, Why Revival “still” tarries!

Fasting is an integral part of intercession. This is
another spiritual discipline to be followed in secret. Here’s
the very first lesson Jesus gave on fasting: “When you fast,
do not be like the hypocrites ... But you, when you fast,
anoint your head and wash your face, so that you do not
appear to men to be fasting, but to your Father who is in
the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly” (Mt 6:16-18). The gatherings for fasting
prayer may of course be announced so more people may
join (Joel 1:14). But individual fasting must be as secretive
as possible. Fasting must not be from “food” (fork) only; it
must be from “folks” also. On the days of fasting, we must
cut down our regular work and activities (Isa 58:3,4). Only
then can we concentrate on our communion with God and
prayer. Avoid visits and visitors when you fast. Stay alone.
Otherwise fasting will be a mere “forgoing” of a meal or two.
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A revival of weeping is the need of the hour. Here’s a
testimony from Prophet Jeremiah: Lam 3:48-51, “My eyes
overflow and do not cease, without interruption, till the
Lord from heaven looks down and sees. My eyes bring
suffering to my soul because of all the daughters of my
city.” Is this discipline taught in seminaries and seminars?
Weeping must start with the leaders. We want revival; we
want reformation; we want restoration; but are we ready to
pay the price? I am asking us leaders. Ezra was a Reformer.
We read in Ezra 10:1, “Now while Ezra was confessing,
weeping, and bowing down before the house of God, a very
large congregation of men, women and children assembled
to him from Israel; for the people wept very bitterly.” Praying
leaders beget praying people. Weeping leaders beget weeping
people. Our eyes are dry; no wonder our ministries are dry!
Nehemiah was another Reformer known for tears. When
he got the news that the walls of Jerusalem were broken
down, “he sat down and wept, and mourned for many days;
he was fasting and praying before the God of heaven” (Neh
1:3,4).

The devil is known for introducing substitutes. Instead
of a revival of weeping, he is promoting a revival of laughing.
Instead of godly sorrow, he loads folks with worldly, earthly,
sorrow (2 Cor 7:10). It is weeping in solitude that leads to
genuine rejoicing. First we are to sit still before God in
solitude (Psa 46:10). Then we will break forth into clapping
our hands and shouting with a voice of triumph (47:1).
These two texts come one after the other. Paul was an
apostle of tears. While bidding farewell to the Ephesian
elders, he testified, “I served the Lord with all humility, with
many tears and trials” (Acts 20:19). Paul’s son in faith,

Timothy, was also known for tears (2 Tim 1:4). It was
Timothy’s tears which filled Paul with joy!

Conclusion
The trend today is from “solitude” to “multitude.” From

“silence” to “shouting” and “screaming.” Without the
discipline of silence and solitude, our shouting will be empty
noise. Everything is becoming noisy these days, especially
in our religious meetings. Jarring music and fast beats
which suppress the words of the songs are definitely not
Biblical. With the fullness of the Holy Spirit we are
admonished to “speak to one another” in psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs (Eph 5:18,19).  How is this possible
with loud music? How can anyone make “melody” in his
heart when it’s noisy around? In a similar passage in
Colossians we are called to “sing with grace in our hearts”
(Col 3:16). This is following a rich ministry or intake of God’s
Word. After a meeting is over, if there’s loud singing and
music, how can believers fellowship with one another? We
commit the same mistake in Christian wedding receptions
making it almost impossible for the couple or their parents
to introduce the guests to one another. Why don’t we do
things more sensibly?
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5
Old Path

of Simplicity

5
Old Path of Simplicity

In the previous chapter we studied the old path of
“solitude.” Generally those who love solitude are also people
who live simple life. Hardly do we hear sermons on
“simplicity” though so much on “success.” But the very first
Beatitude of Christ is on simplicity: “Blessed are the poor
in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven” (Mt 5:2,3). In
other words, “Blessed are the simple, for theirs is the
ultimate success!” While the world is after immediate
success, Jesus talks about ultimate triumph. Immediate
success may not be longlasting, but ultimate triumph Jesus
talks about is everlasting. Not only the first Beatitude but
also the next two are on various aspects of simplicity:
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth” (vv4,5).
Today’s slogan is, “Might is right!” The world may consider
meekness as weakness, but to Jesus meekness is strength.
The meek will reign with Him in Millennium. God is all-
glorious but He is simple. Everything about Him is simple.
Let’s consider three of them —

1. God’s Messiah is simple.
The prophetic passages about the Messiah, especially

in the Book of Isaiah, speak of His simplicity. Isa 11:1, “There
shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, and a Branch
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shall grow out of his roots.” There’s no show of power or
strength here. The images are that of a stem, a branch and
roots. All of these are ordinary and simple things. 42:2,3,
“He will not cry out, nor raise His voice, nor cause His voice
to be heard in the street. A bruised reed He will not break,
and smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth
justice for truth.” No violence! No agitation! No shouting!
Nothing to impress people! So soft and gentle! Peaceful and
mild approach! 53:2, “He shall grow up before Him as a
tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He has no
stately form or splendour; and when we see Him, there is
no beauty that we should desire Him.” It’s this simplicity
that had made Jesus better that ten thousand! He does
not need creams like Fair & Lovely or Fair & Handsome!
His beauty is His simplicity. Even Mr. Universe or Miss
Universe may have a pimple on the face. But our Messiah
is “without spot or blemish” (Ex 12:5; 1 Pet 1:19).

The New Testament references are quite enlightening.
Referring to the Triumphal Entry of Jesus into Jerusalem,
it is said, “Tell the daughter of Zion, Behold, your King is
coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey, a colt, the
foal of a donkey” (Mt 21:5; Zech 9:9). Kings usually ride on
horses. But our King is lowly and comes on a donkey. He
tried to remain as simple as possible. Our modern
youngsters consider it below their dignity to ride on
bicycles! Let’s not have this kind of false prestige. Don’t
buy anything to impress others as a status  symbol. That’s
not the mind of Christ. Though He was equal with God, He
humbled Himself as a servant (Phil 2:5-8). While calling
people with a promise of rest for their souls, Jesus presented
Himself as “gentle and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29). Jesus
behaved so even though all things had been delivered to

Him by His Father (v27). We are called to follow this Jesus,
this Messiah! Be as simple as possible in all areas of life,
and you will be restful. Your life will be less complicated.

2. God’s message is simple.
The simplicity of the Gospel is the greatest offence to

the intellectuals. When the Jailor asked Paul and Silas,
“What must I do to be saved?”, their answer was, “Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ!” (Acts 16:30,31). Can an answer
be simpler than this? Too simple to believe? Apostle Paul
presents the mystery of the simplicity of the Gospel like
this while writing to the Corinthian believers: 1 Cor 1:18-
25, “The message of the Cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing ... For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom
of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of the
prudent. Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is
the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of this world? ... because the foolishness of God is
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than
men.” I was privileged to attend Amsterdam ’83, the
International Conference for Intinerant Evangelists, led by
Dr. Billy Graham. One of his statements that challenged
me was: “I preach the same message whether it’s in the
Harvard University or a tribal village in Africa, because the
problem is the same for all mankind, and the solution also
is the same!”

India is an extremely religious country. Why do people
here find it difficult to believe the Gospel message? Hinduism
is highly philosophical. Some of the best philosophers were
born in India. They find the Gospel of Christ too simple to
believe. The Gospel says, “Because the first man sinned,
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we are all sinners. Because Jesus died for my sins, I can be
instantly forgiven and made righteous if I believe on Him.
One man’s disobedience brought death; another man’s
obedience brings life.” The Gospel is not to be understood
to be believed, but it must be believed to be experienced!
Salvation is not to be earned, but received as a gift. Other
religions say, “Do!” But Christianity declares, “Done!” Let’s
be proud that our message is the simplest in the world.
Man is lost and God is the loser. When the loser comes in
search of the lost, it’s simple. But when the lost goes in
search of the loser, it gets complicated.

A fresh theological graduate was preaching the Gospel.
An elderly gentleman from the audience shouted, “Keep It
Simple, Stupid!” Let’s remember this acronym, K-I-S-S, in
our preaching! Jesus preached lofty things but ordinary
people could understand. We read that “the common people
heard Him gladly” (Mk 12:37b). The response to the Gospel
message all over the world is good from simple people.
Apostle Paul reminded the Corinthian believers of this
observation: 1 Cor 1:26-28, “You see your calling, brothers,
that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty,
not many noble are called. But God has chosen the foolish
things of the world to put to shame the wise ... that no flesh
should glory in His presence.” On the basis of this forthright
text I believe that ordinary people would outnumber the
upper class in Heaven!

3. God’s methods are simple.
Prophet Elisha was the successor of Prophet Elijah. God

used him with the double portion of the spirit that was on
Elijah. In 2 Kings 5 we read about a military commander

by name Naaman who was a leper though a man of status.
He went to Elisha expecting him to come out and wave his
hands over the diseased parts and heal him. But Elisha
did something unexpected. He instructed his servant to tell
Naaman to dip himself seven times in Jordon and be healed.
Naaman became furious. He said there were better rivers
in his country. He was not willing to follow what the Prophet
prescribed. He would rather remain a leper for life. But his
servants persuaded him, saying, “My father, if the prophet
had told you to do something great, would you not have
done it? How much more then, when he says to you to
wash and be clean?” He finally yielded and got healed. God’s
methods are simple.

Though David was a man after God’s own heart, he
committed a blunder in the matter of bringing back the ark
of God to Jerusalem. He made a new cart for this purpose
(2 Sam 6:1-7). But the road was uneven. At one point when
the ark was about to topple down from the cart, a man
named Uzzah in his zeal put out his hand to steady the
ark. But God’s anger was aroused and He struck Uzzah to
death on the spot. David obviously was terribly upset. What
was wrong with his desire to bring back the ark? David’s
mistake was that he did not follow the method God had
prescribed in Exodus 25:14. The priests were supposed to
carry it on their shoulders. But David followed the Philistine
method (1 Sam 6:7). David perhaps thought he was
improving on God’s method. You can never do it! David
finally came back to God’s method. He broke the cart and
used them as firewood to sacrifice those two cows! (2 Sam
6:13). The only way to restore the lost glory is to return to
the “old paths!”
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God’s ways are always simple. We read in Isaiah 35:8,
“A highway shall be there and a road, and it shall be called
the Highway of Holiness. The unclean shall not pass over
it, but it shall be for others. Whoever walks the road,
although a fool, shall not go astray.” But in today’s
Christendom everything appears so complicated. The
Psalmist lamented before God, “Lift up Your feet to the
perpectual desolations. The enemy has damaged everything
in the sanctuary” (Psa 74:3). William Beckham in his book,
Second Reformation, has given a picture of how the Church
has lost its simplicity —

+ The Lord’s Supper changed from a common meal to a
ceremony.

+ Worship changed from participation to observation.

+ Witnessing changed from relationship (friendship) to
salesmanship.

+ Ministry changed from personal to almost exclusively
social (to impress the public).

+ Leadership changed from gifted and called servants
to professionals.

+ Growth changed from multiplication to addition.

+ Missions changed from being missionaries to
supporting missionaries.

+ Discipleship changed from in-depth community living
to mere surface in large meetings.

+ Gifts changed from edification to entertainment (or
extinction!)

+ Empowerment changed from God’s power to man’s
ability.

+ Buildings changed from functional to sacred meeting
places.

+ Membership changed from producer to consumer.

+ Bible study changed from doers of the Word to hearers
of the Word.

+ Evangelism changed from “go-structures” to “come-
structures.”

Most of these happened to the Church in the fourth century
at the hand of King Constantine. This is not how Christ
founded the Church in the first century.

Let’s learn some practical lessons as to how we can
bring back Christlike simplicity in our life and ministry —

1. Be simple in Bible meditation.
The Bible again and again stresses the necessity of

approaching it with simplicity and sincerity. Here are a few
sample texts: Psa 119:130, “O Lord, the entrance of Your
word gives light; it gives understanding to the simple.” 1
Pet 2:1-3, “As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the
Word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted
that the Lord is gracious.” When we lay aside all “malice,
guile, hypocrisy, envy and evil speaking,” we become simple
like babies. Js 1:19-21, “My beloved brothers, let every man
be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; for the wrath
of man does not produce the righteousness of God.
Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness,
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and receive with meekness the implanted Word, which is
able to save your souls.” God has no respect for those who
open the Bible like learned professors. He teaches His truth
little by little, “line upon line, here a little, there a little,” as
we would teach children (Isa 28:9,10).

Mary, the mother of Jesus, had a right attitude towards
God’s Word. Her humility and simplicity made it possible
for her to accept whatever God said. When the angel of the
Lord promised her what was humanly not possible, she
said, “Behold, the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me
according to Your Word” (Lk 1:38). This is true blessedness
(vv28,45). Study carefully her Song contained from verses
46 to 55. She repeatedly speaks about lowliness (vv48,52).
She “magnified” the Lord celebrating His “mercy” (vv50,54).
God’s revelations come primarily to those who are simple
like babies. When the seventy disciples returned to Jesus
jubilantly after witnessing how the demons obeyed them,
He rejoiced in the Spirit and said, “I praise You, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things
from the wise and prudent and revealed them to babies.
Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight” (Lk
10:17,21). Jesus addresses His Father here as the “Lord of
heaven and earth!” Such a lofty God reveals His truths to
lowly people. Babies and children are not highminded. They
accept whatever their parents tell them. When they grow
they begin to slowly understand their parents. In the matter
of Scriptures, understanding comes “after” believing and
obeying its teaching. Obedient disciples understand the
Bible better than highminded theologians. Let’s make the
prayer of Boy Samuel everytime we open the Bible: “Speak,
Lord, for Your servant hears!” (1 Sam 3:9,10).

2. Be simple in prayer.
Prayer should be as simple as a child addressing and

asking its father. This is the explicit teaching of Jesus.
Immediately after teaching that prayer is asking, and answer
to prayer is receiving, He illustrates it with a father-son
picture (Mt 7:7-11). “What man is there among you who, if
his son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks
for a fish, will he give him a serpent? If you then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to
those who ask Him!” While speaking against vain repetitions
in prayer, Jesus gave the same argument: “When you pray,
do not use vain repetitions ... For your Father knows the
things you have need of before you ask Him” (6:7,8). We try
to impress God with compound and complex sentences.
He is my Father; I’m His child; that’s the ground for my
prayer.

One way to maintain the spirit of simplicity and humility
in prayer is to kneel down while praying. Kneeling in Church
services is becoming extinct after pews and chairs have
come. When the pastor calls us to kneel down, we simply
sit down! Kneeling is neither a western culture nor an
eastern culture; it’s the Bible culture. Look at the following
examples to understand how kneeling helps us to take a
reverential attitude —

“Solomon had made a bronze platform ... and he stood
on it, knelt down on his knees before all the congregation
of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven” (2 Chr
6:13; 1 Ki 8:54). Ezra says, “At the evening sacrifice I arose
from my fasting; and having torn my garment and my robe,
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I fell on my knees and spread out my hands to the Lord my
God” (Ezra 9:5). “When Daniel knew that the writing was
signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his
windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his
knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before
God, as was his custom since early days” (Dan 6:10). If
Daniel had not “knelt” down, his opponents would not have
noticed that he prayed! But he stuck on to the habit of his
“early days!” Old paths! “Jesus was withdrawn from His
disciples about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and
prayed” (Lk 22:41). “Stephen knelt down and cried with a
loud voice, Lord, do not charge them with this sin” (Acts
7:60). “Peter put them all out, and knelt down and prayed”
(Acts 9:40). “Paul knelt down and prayed with them all”
(Acts 20:36; 21:5). A wise and wealthy King knelt down. A
learned Scribe knelt down. A Prophet knelt down. The King
of kings knelt down! A deacon knelt down. The Apostles
knelt down. When we ourselves don’t kneel down, how do
we expect “every knee” to bow before the Lord? (Phil 2:10).
Don’t spiritualize this verse. If “kneeling” is to be
spiritualized, how about “confessing” with the tongue?

The timeless call to worship is in Psalm 95:6, “O come,
let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord
our Maker.” In the modern worship sessions, because
there’s more of “standing” and “lifting up of hands” than
“bowing” and “kneeling,” rejoicing before God with
“trembling” is lost (Psa 2:11). This does not mean that we
cannot sit and pray. Sitting while praying can be occasional,
but kneeling in prayer must be regular. It’s said that Apostle
James had swollen and thick knees! He was an Apostle of
Prayer. There are numerous references to prayer in his

Epistle. Those days our trousers used to get threadbare at
the knee portion, but now at the back! More kneeling means
less sleepiness in prayer. One reason why the disciples slept
off could be that there were sitting! (Mt 26:36). Back to
knees! Our Muslim friends don’t hesitate to kneel down for
prayer even inside the aircraft during flights.

3. Be simple in relationships.
The Bible exhorts us to associate with the humble and

the simple: Rom 12:16, “Be of the same mind toward one
another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate
with the humble. Do not be wise in you own opinion.” This
also means, Do not involve in things which are too much
for you. Psalmist David testified, “Lord, my heart is not
haughty, nor my eyes lofty, neither do I concern myself
with great matters, nor with things too profound for me.
Surely I have calmed and quieted my soul, like a weaned
child with his mother; like a weaned child is my soul within
me” (Psa 131:1,2). Be an easy person to relate to. Avoid
haughty look and haughty talk. Throw away the better-
than-thou attitude. All the nine fruits of the Spirit smoothen
and sweeten interpersonal relationships (Gal 5:22,23). Love
is the axle and the other eight virtues are like the spokes of
a wheel. The lubricant is the Holy Spirit.

Jesus Himself was primarily with the poor during His
public ministry. When John the Baptist sent two of his
disciples to Jesus to verify whether He was the Messiah or
they were to wait for another, Jesus gave two attesting signs:
one the healing miracles, and the other, “the poor have the
Gospel preached to them” (Mt 11:5). We never give priority
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in our healing compaigns to the poorer sections of the
society. The affluent fill up the front seats. This may be one
strong reason why notable miracles are rare in spite of our
tall claims in advertisements. Jesus perfectly identified with
the have-nots, the marginalized and the downtrodden. He
told the righteous who were sent to the right to inherit the
Kingdom, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it
(charity) to one of the least of these My brothers, you did it
to Me” (Mt 25:33-40). Don’t go after the hi-fi; you may be
terribly disappointed at the end. This doesn’t mean that
Jesus did not visit or befriend the rich. He was not hunting
or lusting for contacts with the so-called cream of the society.
It was not a fair-complexioned Jew but a dark-sinned
African who carried the cross for Jesus (Mk 15:22).

Relationships develop with communication. Be simple
in your talk. Let your “yes” be “yes,” and your “no” be “no.”
Nothing more, and nothing less. This is the forthright
teaching of Jesus (Mt 5:37). Avoid exaggeration, half truth,
double meaning, hidden agenda, etc. About the words of
complicated persons the Bible says, “Their throat is an open
tomb; with their tongues they have practised deceit; the
poison of asps is under their lips; whose mouth is full of
cursing and bitterness” (Rom 3:13,14).

A simple man’s reaction when people abuse or attack
him will be like that of David. When enemies threatened
him despicably, he felt like a nobody. He said, “I am worm,
and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people”
(Psa 22:6). A worm is boneless and it can offer no resistance
to anyone who tries to crush it. The shortest chapter in the
Book of Job has a challenging question: Job 25:5,6, “If even

the moon does not shine, and the stars are not bright in
His sight, how much less man, who is a maggot, and a son
of man, who is a worm?” Meekness is not weakness; that’s
true spiritual strength.

Shun all paraphernalia. Preachers must not behave as
cine stars or celebrities. There’s nothing good or great in
us. We are what we are by the sheer grace of God (1 Cor
15:10). Even the greatest of all prophets confessed, “I am
only a voice!” (Jn 1:21-23). Our slogan at all times should
be, “Jesus must increase; I must decrease” (3:30). Jesus
behaved so unassumingly that someone had to betray Him
even in the company of His disciples (Mt 26:47-50). Be
natural and normal. The early disciples’ influence in the
society was by their “simplicity of heart” (Acts 2:46). Avoid
all forms of flattery (Prov 20:19; 28:23; 29:5). If someone
flatters you and you cannot avoid it, don’t entertain it in
your heart. Continue to remain “small” before God like David
who said, “Who am I, O Lord God? And what is my house,
that You have brought me this far?” (2 Sam 7:18).

4. Don’t lust for bigness.
The world runs after prestige and status symbols. The

only status symbol for Christians is the Cross of Christ.
That’s why Apostle Paul testified, “God forbid that I should
glorify except in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by
whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world” (Gal
6:14). He threw away all his credentials for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ (Phil 3:4-8). While we need
simplicity in all aspects of our life, I would like to explain
two of them —
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(a) Be simple in dress.
The two leading Apostles, Peter and Paul, have dealt

with this issue. Let’s look at what they wrote to the Christian
believers of their times. 1 Pet 3:3,4, “Do not let your beauty
be that outward adorning of arranging the hair, of wearing
gold, or of putting on fine apparel; but let it be the hidden
person of the heart, with the incorruptible ornament of a
gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight
of God.” 1 Tim 2:9,10, “I desire that the women adorn
themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and
moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly
clothing, but which is proper for women professing
godliness, with good works.” Do you catch the spirit of these
two passages? The apostles were not against decent clothing;
but they discouraged extravagance. The stress is on
simplicity. Don’t be decked in gold like idols. The beauty of
simplicity is dainty. What about “men” then? Even though
these two passages address women directly, the principle
applies to men also. A tie around a sweaty neck in hot
summer is out of place! Our motto should be, “Simple living,
high thinking!”

(b) Be simple in structures.
There’s a craze among preachers for huge structures

as Church buildings and prayer halls. A brief Bible and
Church history will be helpful here. The Temple was not
God’s perfect will; it was only His permissive will. King David
had a hearty desire to build a house for God. Prophet Nathan
instantly encouraged him saying, “Go, do all that is in your
heart, for the Lord is with you” (2 Sam 7:2,3). That night
God told the Prophet that this proposal was not pleasing in
His sight. However God permitted King Solomon to build

the Temple (vv12,13). See what Stephen the first martyr of
the Church commented: Acts 7:47,48, “But Solomon built
a House for God. However the Most High does not dwell in
temples made with hands.”

Beloved, in the New Testament era, no place is special
or sacred. When the Samaritan woman was attaching
importance to their mountain, Jesus corrected her, saying,
“Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will
neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the
Father” (Jn 4:20,21). And He added that the time had
already come when people could worship God anywhere
because He is not a substance but Spirit (vv23,24). Wherever
two or three gather in the name of Jesus, there He is! Jesus
was not impressed with buildings when the disciples with
excitement showed Him the buildings of the temple. He
simply said that those buildings would be totally destroyed
(Mt 24:1,2). It did happen in AD 70 when the Romans
destroyed it. Wherefrom we pray is not important. To whom
we pray and how we pray is what matters. For the
Parliament Sessions in Delhi, we can pray from Chennai
itself. For the peace of Jerusalem, we can pray from India
itself. Because, the Lord asks, “Am I a God near at hand,
and not a God afar off?” (Jer 23:23).

The Holy Spirit did not come in the Temple, but in an
upper room of a house (Acts 1:13; 2:1-4). Houses became
the meeting places for the believers (2:46). By AD 400, the
Roman Empire from being 4% Christian grew to 80%
Christian — with no conversions — when King Constantine
made Christianity the State religion. It became fashionable
and profitable to become Christians. When the Church got
so big and popular, it could erect its own buildings. A man
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of God calls this “the worst disaster since Noah!” He adds,
“What really killed us was bricks!” By AD 476 the Church
got into the Dark Ages.

This Babel spirit is returning to Christendom today in
the name of mega-Churches. But what is God’s challenge?
Isa 66:1,2, “Thus says the Lord: Heaven is My throne, and
earth is My footstool. Where is the house that you will build
Me? And where is the place of My rest? For all those things
My hand has made, and all those things exist, says the
Lord. But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of
a contrite spirit, and who trembles at My Word.” But several
preachers and so-called prophets are duping the people as
in Jeremiah’s time: Jer 7:3-5, “Thus says the Lord of hosts
... Do not trust in these lying words, saying, the temple of
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, are
these!” They are preoccupied with buildings rather than
labouring day and night in building God’s people (Col
1:28,29). Epaphras was a builder of God’s people (4:12).
Oh God, give us such men!

With huge structures, it appears that “worship” is
restored; but the truth is that “fellowship” is lost! Also in a
country like India where anti-Christian forces are on the
rise and targetting our buildings, it’s safer and wiser to
build 50 halls in each of which 1000 believers can gather
for “worship and fellowship” rather than sink crores of
rupees in a single building to accommodate 50,000 people.
Also 50 leaders can be raised instead of making a single
leader a super-star! I do believe that God does speak to His
children, especially to His servants. But these days personal
ambitions are baptized in the name of “God-told-me!” This
is heresy.

The early Church did not have “great” buildings; but
they had “great” power (Acts 4:33), “great” grace (4:33),
“great” wonders (6:8), “great” persecution (8:1), “great” fear
from people (5:11) and so on. But we have great buildings
with none of these things! Let’s come back to New Testament
simplicity!

The Prayer of a Simple Heart

Lord, speak to me, that I may speak
In loving echoes of Thy tone;
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek
Thy erring children, lost and lone.

O lead me, Lord, that I may lead
The wandering and the wavering feet;
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet.

O teach me, Lord, that I may teach
The precious things Thou dost impart;
And wing my words, that they may reach
The hidden depths of many a heart.

O use me, Lord, use even me,
Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where,
Until Thy blessed face I see,
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share. Amen.

— Frances Ridley Havergal, 1836-1879
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6
Old Path

of Sacrifice

6
Old Path of Sacrifice

Sacrifice is one of the most unpopular subjects today
because we do not sufficiently emphasize the “basic”
condition of discipleship, laid by our Lord: Lk 9:23, “If
anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” We have no problem
with the previous verse, v22, where Jesus spoke about His
own suffering and death. The opening line of verse 23 is
important: “Then He said to them all, ...” No follower of
Jesus is exempted from cross-bearing. Jesus bore the Cross
once and died; we are to bear the cross daily. A fallacious
modern doctrine says that Jesus sacrificed and suffered
for us and so we don’t need to sacrifice or suffer. But,
beloved, everything Jesus went through on this earth has
an object lesson for us. This is explicitly taught in the
Scriptures: Eph 5:1,2, “Be followers of God as dear children.
And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given
Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a
sweet-smelling aroma.”

The sacrifice of sweet-smelling aroma is a subject that
runs through the Bible. Gen 8:20,21, “Noah built an altar
to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every
clean bird, and offered burnt-offerings on the altar. And
the Lord smelled a soothing aroma.” God commanded
Moses, “You shall burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a
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burnt-offering to the Lord; it is a sweet aroma, an offering
made by fire to the Lord” (Ex 29:18). Come to Lev 1:9, “The
priest shall burn all on the altar as a burnt sacrifice, an
offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the Lord!” Again,
we read in Num 15:10, “You shall bring as the drink offering
half a hin of wine as an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma
to the Lord.” Thus God’s expection of a life of sacrifice from
His people has been there from the beginning. He is pleased
with it because the aroma He smells from it is sweet.

In course of time God’s people neglected the purity of
their personal lives, but simply went on with the offerings
and sacrifices. God outrightly condemned it. He had no
pleasure in an offering or sacrifice that was void of personal
holiness and obedience to His Word. Let’s look at some
examples of how God rebuked it. God sent King Saul on a
mission to utterly destroy the Amalekites (1 Sam 15:18).
But Saul’s obedience was partial. He destroyed only the
worthless animals and spared all that was good (v9). God
deeply “regretted” that He made Saul as King (v11). Saul’s
explanation to Prophet Samuel was that those good and
fat animals were for “sacrifice” to the Lord (v21). Samuel
rebuked him, saying, “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than
the fat of rams” (v22).

King Saul disobeyed the Lord in the matter of
Amalekites. King David displeased the Lord in the matter
of Bathsheba the wife of Uriah. When Saul was confronted
by Prophet Samuel, he started giving excuses though he
later accepted his disobedience. But when David was

confronted by Prophet Nathan, he instantly confessed, “I
have sinned against the Lord” (2 Sam 12:13). In his sin
confession David pointed out what exactly would please
God as a sweet-smelling aroma: Psa 51:16,17, “O Lord, You
do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not
delight in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit, a broken and a contrite heart — these O God, You
will not despise.” David did not say that burnt offering was
not necessary. What he emphasized was that obedient life
must back our offerings. The sacrifice of “righteousness” is
the pre-requisite for God to accept the “burnt offerings” of
bulls on His altar (v19).

Following his call to people to return to the Lord, Prophet
Hosea said, “I desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the
knowledge of God more than burnt offerings” (Hos 6:1,6).
Apostle Paul summarises the message of all these texts in
Romans 12:1, “I beseech you, brothers, by the mercies of
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”
Why does he call this as a “living” sacrifice? Animals and
birds were to be “killed” for the sacrifices of the Old
Testament. Paul uses that anology with a contrast! This is
in line with the OT Prophets who rebuked the people of
God who held on to the ceremonial aspect of the sacrifices
without the spiritual lessons they conveyed.

History repeats itself. The Old Testament Israelites left
personal holiness but were clinging on to the ceremonial
activities. We Christians emphasize the personal devotional
disciplines but leave out the tangible sacrifices we are to
make in our lives. What does “sacrifice” mean? The
dictionary meaning of this word: The forfeiture of something
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highly valued for the sake of someone or something
considered to have a greater value or claim.” King David
had understood this quite rightly. God was displeased with
him when he numbered the people, which means an
inclination to depend on the arm of flesh (2 Sam 24:10).
God sent a plague among the people. Gad, a seer of David,
gave him three options. David chose to fall into the hands
of God (v14). David approached one Araunah to buy his
threshing floor to offer burnt offerings (v21). When Araunah
offered it free to David, he replied, “No, I will surely buy it
from you for a price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the
Lord with that which costs me nothing” (v24). Any sacrifice
to God must cost us something. Otherwise it’s cheap. What
have we sacrificed recently that has “affected” us? Let’s look
at some practical sacrifices we can make —

1. Sacrificing of ourselves
God in His anger wanted to destroy Israel because they

had displeased Him by moulding a golden calf and
worshipping it (Ex 32:7-10). But Moses pleaded before the
Lord strongly. He prayed, “Lord, forgive the people or forget
me” (v32). He did not minimise the seriousness of their sin
(v31). But he did not want to enter Canaan without his
people. He would rather go to hell if his people were not to
go with him to Heaven. How risky that prayer was! This is
the meaning of sacrificing of ourselves.

Esther was ready to make a similar sacrifice. She and
her maids and the Jewish people fasted and prayed because
of the plot that was conceived against them. But fasting
and prayer is no substitue for action. You must pray as if
everything depends on God; and you must spring into action

as if everything depends on you. Though the royal protocol
was that no one should go to the King without specific
invitation, Esther dared to go to him, saying, “If I perish, I
perish!” (Esth 4:15,16). Her argument before the King was,
“How can I endure the evil that will come to my people? Or
how can I endure to see the destruction of my kindred?”
(8:6). This is what sacrificing of ourselves is. We talk so
much about  missionary praying, but dare we go to this
extent for our Indian brothers and sisters?

Apostle Paul caught this spirit of Moses and Esther.
His confession in Romans 9:1-3 is unbelievable but he says
that is the truth. “I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying,
my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,
that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart.
For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ
for my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh.” Here’s
the picture of a bereaved spouse or a bereaved mother of
the only child. “Great sorrow!” “Continual grief !” I’m sure
that Paul had in mind what Moses said when he wrote these
lines. He was appreciative of Aquila and Priscilla because
of their spirit of sacrifice. He wrote, “Greet Priscilla and
Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, who risked
their own necks for my life” (Rom 16:3,4). We won’t even
give our necklaces! He contrasts them against those who
serve their own belly (v18).

Not only the Bible history but also the Church history
abounds with those who sacrificed themselves for the sake
of Christ, His Church and His Gospel. One such is the
famous English Cricketer-turned-Missionary, C.T. Studd
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(1862-1931). He said, “If Christ had died for me, no sacrifice
I make for Him can be too great!”  He made this statement
on the basis of what Paul wrote to the Corinthian Christians:
2 Cor 5:14,15, “The love of Christ constrains us ... He died
for all, that those who live should live no longer for
themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.”
To the Philippian Christians Paul wrote from inside the
prison, “I am being poured out as  a drink offering on the
sacrifice and service of your faith” (Phil 2:17).

As a college student I had an opportunity to read the
biography of C.T. Studd and the story of “Cambridge Seven”
who went forth as missionaries investing their entire future
in the cause of Christ. I had the privilege of postgraduating
in Foundation Engineering in 1970 from the Indian Institute
of Technology, one of the prestigious educational institutions
of India. We were six in our batch and all except me pursued
doctoral studies, most of them in USA. Though I was the
class topper my heart was passionately longing to get into
God’s work as quickly as possible. My professor was
disappointed with me that I was not pursuing further
studies. He almost said that mine was a foolish decision
over which I would regret afterwards. A national ministry
was born the very next year. Now in 2010, after 40 years, I
have the nostalgic satisfaction that I have invested all the
years of the best part of my life in the cause of the Kingdom
of God. None of us can compare ourselves with Apostles
like Paul or pioneer Missionaries like Studd. But my point
is that everyone of us must sacrifice ourselves to the
“maximum” for God and His work. This is radical
discipleship. The little boy who gave away his five loaves
and two fish sacrificed his maximum!

Every blessing in life should lead us to some definite
sacrifice. Following the miracle catch of fish, Simon and
his partners “forsook all and followed Him” (Lk 5:11). Several
believers leave their jobs for God’s work only when there
arises a crisis in the workspot. But it was following an
inestimable blessing at work, Simon and his partners
forsook everything. Whatever be the blessing we receive from
God, it must be poured out as a sacrifice to honour Him
and bless His people. Here lay the failure of Israel. Prophet
Hosea pinpointed it as, “Israel empties his vine; he brings
forth fruit for himself ” (Hos 10:1). But King David was an
admirable example. He was longing for the waters of
Bethlehem. Three of his mighty men risked their lives
through the enemy’s territory and brought him the
sparkling water. “Nevertheless David would not drink it,
but poured it out to the Lord” (1 Chr 11:18).

2. Sacrificing of our children
We love our children more than we love ourselves or

anything else. I remember the question from a teenager
following a Bible class in a school. “If God loved us so much,
why did He send His Son instead of Himself coming to us?”
I didn’t have an instant answer to this thought-provoking
question. I told him I would answer him after the teabreak.
We the leaders discussed during the interval and this fact
dawned upon us that we love our children more than we
love ourselves! The boy was quite satisfied with this answer.
Nothing was more precious to God the Father than His
Son. That’s why the Bible asks, “If God did not spare His
own Son but delivered Him for us all, what else will He
withhold from us?” (Rom 8:32).
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God’s Commandment in the Old Testament concerning
the firstborn should not be set aside as dispensational. Look
at these texts: Ex 22:29, “The firstborn of your sons you
shall give to Me.” 13:2, “Sanctify to Me all the firstborn ... It
is Mine.” It was not Ishmael but Isaac who was the son of
God’s promise to Abraham. Abraham and Sarah loved Isaac
very dearly. As his name meant, he brought “laughter” into
the life of this old couple who were languishing for a child
for many long years. But God specifically told Abraham,
“Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you”
(Gen 22:2). If God had simply said “your son” instead of
“your only son Isaac,” Abraham would have offered Ishmael!
That would have been a good riddance in a family where
there were conflicts between Ishmael and Isaac! Abraham’s
obedience has given us the first picture of resurrection in
the Bible (Heb 11:17-19).

Then comes Manoah. His wife was barren. The angel of
the Lord appeared to her and promised a son. Manoah
prayed to the Lord earnestly, “Teach us what we shall do
for the child who will be born” (Judg 13:3,8). See, even before
the child was born, the parents were anxious that God’s
will should be fulfilled in him! Manoah prayed again, “What
will be the boy’s rule of life, and his work?” (v12). The parents
gave back to God what He gave them.

Another classic example is Hannah. Immediately after
weaning Samuel, she took him to the House of the Lord so
he would “remain there forever” (1 Sam 1:22,24). God did
not command Hannah and Elkanah to give away their son
for His work. It was voluntary. Her words to Priest Eli are

most challenging: “For this child I prayed, and the Lord
has granted me my petition which I asked of Him. Therefore
I also have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives he shall
be lent to the Lord” (vv27,28). This is pure “worship!” (v28).
Similarly Zacharias and Elizabeth let their son of “joy” and
“gladness” (Lk 1:14) to go as a “prophet” (v76) and sent him
into the wilderness (v80). What do we promise God if we
ask Him for a child? “I’ll write a testimony in the magazine!”
Wastage of paper and ink! Liability for the Kingdom of God!

We have several such shining examples in Church
history also. The parents of Hudson Taylor (1832-1905)
prayed, “If God would give us a son, he must go as a
missionary to China.” God fulfilled their godly desire. He
went to China and founded the China Inland Mission. When
Amy Carmichael (1861-1951) committed herself to serve
God fulltime, she testified, “God answered the prayers of
my father and mother.” She came to India and established
the Star Fellowship in Dohnavur of Tamilnadu. God used
her to save young girls from pagan practices. Most of the
nineteen children of Susanna and Samuel Wesley went forth
to serve God fulltime. John Wesley (1703-1791) and Charles
Wesley (1707-1988) were outstanding ministers among
them. John was a Revival preacher and he is known as the
Founder of Methodism. Charles composed over 9000 hymns
and sacred poems. The Christmas song, “Hark! the herald-
angels sing” and the Easter song, “Christ the Lord has risen
today” are among his world-famous hymns. Both John and
Charles had a harmonious partnership in ministry. John
was the head and Charles was the heart!

Several Europeon and Western Missionaries sailed alone
to distant lands because their families would not be able to



survive adverse climatic conditions, tropical diseases, poor
sanitation, etc. Today we enjoy the fruit of their sacrificial
labours. Most of our schools, colleges, hospitals and
churches were built by them. But we are like the woman of
2 Kings 6:24-29 who was happy to eat the other woman’s
son during severe famine, but went back on her agreement
to give her son for the next day’s meal. Mr. C.N. Annadurai,
one of the former Chief Ministers of Tamilnadu, described
this attitude in these words: “We are brothers; all yours is
mine; all mine is mine!”

God had only one Son; and He sent Him as a missionary-
martyr. If you have two children, you have one too many.
We are two boys to our parents, and I am the firstborn.
After my dad’s death in 1972, when I decided for fulltime
ministry in 1975, mom with tears of joy expressed, “My
dream has been fulfilled!” There’s a slump in India in
missionary applications from well-qualified young men and
young women. Returning to the old path of sacrifice is the
need of the hour.

3. Sacrificing of our possessions
There’s so much of preaching and teaching on “giving”

and “tithing,” but not on “sacrificing.” Tithing is only an
Old Testament prescription (Lev 27:30). We have the New
Covenant following the death of Christ (Mt 26:28), and under
this there’s no legalistic teaching on tithing. Because the
New Covenant is a “better” Covenant, better methods of
giving are taught: Cheerful giving (2 Cor 9:7), and Sacrificial
giving (2 Cor 8:3). Therefore for a Christian today tithing is
a good place to “start,” and not to “stay.” We must give and
keep on giving until it affects us! That which costs us
nothing is worth nothing (2 Sam 24:24).

The New Testament consistently advocates sacrificial
giving. The story of the alabaster box is given in all the four
Gospels (Mt 26:7; Mk 14:3; Lk 7:37,38; Jn 11:2; 12:3). When
Zacchaeus voluntarily promised Jesus that he would give
half of his possessions to the poor, Jesus responded to it
saying, “Today salvation has come to this house!” (Lk
19:8,9). Sacrificial acts of charity do not earn salvation,
but they are definitely an evidence of a genuine salvation
experience. To the young man who had obeyed the
Commandments of the Old Testament Jesus said, “If you
want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
Me” (Mt 19:21; Lk 18:22). Don’t argue that this was
applicable to that young man only. Jesus said this to huge
gathering of people also: Lk 12:1,33, “Sell what you have
and give alms.” If this statement does not apply to us, then
how about verse 31, “Seek the Kingdom of God, and all
these things shall be added to you?”

The believers in Macedonia are a splendid example of
sacrificial giving. Apostle Paul was highly appreciative of
them. He writes, “I bear witness that according to their
ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing”
(2 Cor 8:3). This was in spite of their “deep poverty” (v2).
How many Churches can receive such a testimony? How
about your Church? Why don’t some of you as keen believers
come together to motivate the fellow Christians through
your pastor or by directly contacting them? Is not the
purpose of our regular gathering “to consider one another
in order to stir up love  and good works?” (Heb 10:24,25).
Sacrificial giving is contagious (2 Cor 9:2b). We often talk
about God’s “indescribable Gift” (2 Cor 9:15). How about
our giving? Is it at least “describable?”
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The recipients of the Epistle to the Hebrews present
another stirring example. The unknown author of this
Epistle testified about them: Heb 10:34, “You had
compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the
plundering of your goods, knowing that you have better
and an everlasting possession of yourselves in Heaven.” Let
me paraphrase this testimony: “You not only served me a
cold drink in your drawing room; you also let me into the
room where your cash and jewel boxes were and gave me
the keys to take what all I wanted! This you did because
your heart is not on these earthly riches but on heavenly
treasures!” Dear friend, you must have heard so many
sermons on Hebrews 11; but has anyone preached to you
on this verse in Hebrews 10? No man is fully converted
until his moneypurse is converted. To an young man who
wanted to go out of the baptismal tank to leave his wallet
outside, the pastor said, “Young man, your wallet also must
be baptised!”

Why do we lay so much of stress on sacrificing of
ourselves and sacrificing of our possessions? It’s because,
these two are predicted by Apostle Paul as the first two
signs of the perilous endtimes: 2 Tim 3:1,2, “Know this,
that in the last days perilous times will come: for men will
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, ...” Therefore
while dwelling on the subject of “sacrifice,” we must deal
with materialism.

The very first work of the Holy Spirit in this His
dispensation is to loosen the grip of His people on money
and materials. This is what the Spirit-baptized believers of
the Day of Pentecost did: Acts 2:44, “Now all who believed
were together, and had all things in common.” We are stuck

up with 2:4 and we don’t  proceed to 2:44. The former is
about speaking in tongues. This is only one of the signs of
the Baptism with the Holy Spirit. But what’s reported in
2:44 is “the” evidence of the Spirit’s anointing. Because of
the glimpse of heavenly glory the Holy Spirit gives us, our
grip on earthly gold is loosened. This was the secret of the
“great power” of these early disciples (4:33-37). Even a Levite
sold away his land and laid the money at the apostles’ feet!
Only the fire of the Holy Spirit can burn the chaff of
materialism. Which Fire Conference or Fire Seminar gives
this teaching? Without this it will be only “strange fire!”

Let’s look at some of the forthright teaching of Jesus on
this subject of materialism. We can begin with the Sermon
on the Mount. In Matthew 6:22,23, He speaks about our
eye. He says, “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore
your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. But if
your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness.”
We normally quote these verses against lustful and
adulterous look. But the context is not that. He speaks
against materialistic outlook. Look at the three verses before
this text (vv19-21) and the verse that follows it (v24). It’s all
about material-mindedness. Till the end of this chapter
Jesus speaks about our bodily needs and tells us that these
are secondary things. Our primary concern should be about
the Kingdom of God (v33). This teaching was not liked by
people, especially the religious leaders (Lk 16:13,14). This
is still an unpopular subject.

Who is a fool? (Lk 12:20). After saying what God told
the rich landowner who was boasting of his savings, Jesus
went on to conclude, “So is he who lays up treasure for

105 106



himself, and is not rich toward God?” (v21). How to be rich
toward God?

(a) Avoid anxiety over material needs.
(vv22,29,30)

(b) Give priority to God’s Kingdom
(vv31,32)

(c) Give lavishly to the poor
(vv33,34). This is the money bag
that cannot be destroyed or stolen.

This is what Paul wrote to Timothy: 1 Tim 6:6-8,
“Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry
nothing out. And having food and clothing, with these we
shall be content.”

John with the spirit and power of Elijah came as the
forerunner for the first coming of Christ. The Church in
the power of the Holy Spirit is the forerunner for the second
coming of Christ. John’s message is not outdated. When
he called people to bring forth fruits of repentance, they
asked him specifically what they should do (Lk 3:10-14).
There were three groups among them: Commoners,
Publicans and Soldiers. John’s answer to all of them related
to money. Which Evangelist or Pastor gives such
exhortations before baptism? We even give proxy baptisms
— I mean, parents making juiceless confessions for
innocent children! Oh, how much we are backslidden!

No other generation of Christians is so clever in taking
Biblical texts out of context. Look at these examples —

 Mt 19:26, “With men this is impossible, but with God
all things are possible.” The context is about rich men
entering the Kingdom of Heaven (vv23-25). The meaning is
that only by a miracle from God a rich man can enter
Heaven.

 Phil 4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” The context is that I can manage
comfortably with what I have, whether it is more or less.
Plenty or poverty makes no difference (vv11,12).

 Heb 13:5, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
The context is a call to be without coveteousness and be
content.

I dare to call deliverance from the love of money as the
Second Salvation! Diseases can be healed by prayer or cured
by medicine. But the cancer of coveteousness can be healed
only by the miracle power of God. Jesus called “money” as
“mammon” which means an “idol master” (Mt 6:24). I wish
that Evangelists conduct more deliverance meetings for
people to be delivered from this monster!

Because over the years we have not been watchful and
careful enough to stress this doctrine of “sacrifice,” the
enemy has sown the tares of “Prosperity Doctrine.” It is
when the Church sleeps, the enemy comes and sows tares
(Mt 13:24,25). The Prosperity Doctrine is tares looking very
much like the wheat. But it is “another gospel.” Jesus never
enticed His disciples with offers. That’s why Simon Peter
asked Him this question later: Mt 19:27, “See, we have left
all and followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” What
Jesus guaranteed in absolute terms was their reward in
“eternity” (v29). Our emphasis today is on confirming the
call; but Jesus insisted on counting the cost (Lk 14:27-33).
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What a distorted version of Christianity we have today,
because we have forsaken the old paths!

We must answer a question before we conclude this
chapter: If material-mindedness is opposed to sacrifice,
cannot a Christian become rich? No, you can, but —

 “If riches increase, do not set your heart on them”
(Psa 62:10b).

 Be liberal in sharing. “There is one who scatters, yet
increases more; and there is one who withholds more than
what is right, but it leads to poverty. The generous soul will
be made rich, and he who waters will also be watered
himself” (Prov 11:24,25). “He who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully ... God loves a cheerful giver ... As it is written:
He has dispersed abroad, he has given to the poor; his
righteousness remains forever” (2 Cor 9:6,7,9). Beware of
the sin of Sodom (Ezek 16:49)!

 Resist the temptation to have more: “He who loves
silver will not be satisfied with silver; nor he who loves
abundance, with increase. This is also vanity” (Eccl 5:10).
Money is like sea water; the more you drink it, the thirstier
you will become! “Do not overwork to be rich; because of
your own understanding, cease” (Prov 23:4).

A supplication —
“Two things I request of You (Deprive me not before I

die): Remove falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither
poverty nor riches — feed me with the food You prescribe
for me; lest I be full and deny You, and say, ‘Who is the
Lord?’ or lest I be poor and steal, and profane the name of
my God” (Prov 30:7-9). Neither too much nor too little!

A slogan —
“Spend and be spent for souls” (2 Cor 12:15).

A song —

When I survey the wondrous cross
Where the young Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God:
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down:
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small,
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!

— Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
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God’s will from the beginning has been that everyone
should be blessed. Look at these Bible passages which state
this fact clearly: When God called Abraham, He promised
him, “In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed”
(Gen 12:3b). God called through Prophet Isaiah, “Ho!
Everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who
have no money, come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine
and milk without money and without price” (Isa 55:1). With
a zeal to protect His sheep from the false shepherds, God
spoke through Prophet Ezekiel, “I will make My sheep and
the places all around My hill a blessing” (Ezek 34:26).

The angelic announcement of the birth of Jesus to the
shepherds in the field was, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people”
(Lk 2:10). In His night discourse with Nicodemus, Jesus
told him, “God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life” (Jn 3:16). While exhorting
us to pray for all men, Paul revealed God’s perfect will like
this: “This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:3,4).

7
Old Path of Soulwinning

7

Old Path
of Soulwinning
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The only way God can bless the world is through the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. While Paul testified of his ardent
desire to preach the Gospel in Rome, the political capital of
the then world, he states the reason: “The Gospel of Christ
is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes,
for the Jew first and also for the Greek” (Rom 1:15,16). The
Gospel is over 2000 years old, but over 50% of the people,
not only in India but also in the whole world, is yet to hear
it. Why? The Church has deviated from or abondoned the
old paths shown by God. In this chapter is a call to come
back to the old paths so the entire world may be evangelized
in our generation.

Every Christian must get involved.
We are in an hour of emergency. The enemy is ruining

our lives and collapsing our structures. The situation
resembles the broken walls of Jerusalem and the Temple
in it. We dare not remain complacent. There’s no place for
sluggishness. Everyone of us must put our hands on the
plough. No one can shirk his responsibility. This is what
we see in the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem and the
Temple under the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah. Let’s
see who are all those who got directly involved in the
work —

Neh 3:1, “The high priest rose up with his brothers the
priests and built the Sheep Gate.” The high priest was
always richly dressed in flowing embroided robes. But now
he removed his robes and took the trowel for the masonry
work. 3:8,31, “Uzziel, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs.”
Goldsmiths are known for delicate work on gold with gems
and diamonds. But now they were handling rough and

heavy stones. 3:8, “Hananiah, one of the perfumers made
repairs.” Perfumers would make costly perfumes and
ointments and pour them into attractive bottles. But now
they were carrying buckets of water and lumps of mortar.
3:9,17, “Rephaiah, leader of half the district of Jerusalem,
made repairs ... Hashabiah, leader of half the district of
Keilah, made repairs for his district.” These men are
comparable to District Collectors. They generally sit in offices
for administrative work. But here they worked under the
open sky doing the so called menial jobs. 3:32, “The
merchants made repairs.” They left their business seats of
buying and selling to engage themselves in the repair work.
The most striking observation is that Nehemiah the leader
also put his hand to work. He testified, “Neither I, my
brothers, my servants, nor the men of the guard who
followed me took off our clothes, except that everyone
took them off for washing” (4:23). The statement in 4:6
summarises the workforce: “The people had a mind to
work!”

This was the pattern of the early Church. The Lord
allowed severe persecution against the Church. Luke
records it in Acts 8. “At that time a great persecution arose
against the Church which was at Jerusalem; and they were
all scattered throughout the region of Judea and Samaria,
except the apostles ... Those who were scattered went
everywhere preaching the Word” (vv1,4). God ordained a
situation which would necessiate “all” the believers to
actively engage in evangelism. Otherwise it was likely that
the work of evangelism was confined to the apostles. Sadly
the work of evangelism is dubbed today on clergy and
fulltime Christian workers. The slogan, “Each one, Reach
one!” is forgotten. How did it happen?
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The Church entered the Dark Ages in AD 476. Suddenly
the percentage of Christians swelled up to 80% from 4%
when King Constantine married the Church to the State.
The result was huge Church buildings and priests and
bishops to manage congregations. But after 1000 years,
the Protestant Reformation started under people like Martin
Luther, John Calvin and others. Just like “Rome was not
built in a day,” it could not be “unbuilt” in a day either.
Then in the 18th Century came the Wesleys, Finney and
other Revivalists. Starting with 1901 came the Pentecostal
movement. Several things have been restored, but one of
the most important doctrines yet to be restored is the
“Priesthood of all Believers.”

This doctrine of Priesthood of all Believers is crucial in
understanding our relationship with God through Christ.
Apostle Peter has explained this in his first Epistle. He
presents Christ as the “living stone” in fulfilment of the
prophecy in Isaiah 28:16 (1 Pet 2:4). He doesn’t stop there,
but goes on to say that we are also made as “living stones”
(v5). The only difference is that Christ is the “Cornerstone,”
and the apostles and prophets are the “foundation stones”
(Eph 2:20; Rev 21:14). We are stones for the superstructure.
This is in order that we may be built up as a spiritual house
of “holy priests.” First he says that we are “holy” priests,
and then “royal” priests (1 Pet 2:5,9). As holy priests we are
to “praise” God, and as royal priests we are to “proclaim”
His praises. This is the glorious privilege of everyone who is
called out of darkness into His marvellous light (v9). This is
the birthright of all the “people of God” (v10). We often quote
1 Peter 2:1-3 to emphasize the importance of studying the
Word of God. But why oh why don’t we explain verses 5

and 9 which call God’s people as holy priests and royal
priests? What are we afraid of? As holy priests we are to
“worship” God, and as royal priests we are to “witness” for
Him (vv5,9). Worship is restored to some extent, but not
witnessing. Until this truth is fully restored we cannot
evangelize the whole world, even if God would give us
another 2000 years!

The Church adores Christ as the “High Priest.” How do
we know that Christ is the High Priest? It’s because the
Bible says so (Heb 3:1; 4:14). But why does the Church
hesitate to acknowledge what the Bible says that all
Christian believers are “priests?” (1 Pet 2:5,9). This position
is ours not only during our heavenly reign (Rev 1:6), but
also during our earthly sojourn (1 Pet 2:9,11). Where does
the Bible sanction the clergy-laity divide? There are no non-
priests in the New Testament Church. Because of this
unscriptural divide, the members of the Church are simply
an audience instead of an army. Because the so-called
laymen in the Church are not involved in direct evangelism,
the Church is lying like a lame man (crippled, though not
dead) at the so-called “Beautiful Gate!” Every Christian as
a soldier of the Cross must carry the banner of the Gospel.
This was the practice even among the ancient Israel (Num
1:2,3). It’s mandatory in Singapore that every young man
must undergo a short-term military training. When will the
Church wake up?

There’s another tragedy that has struck the Church.
Every other Evangelist is simply calling people to support
him and his projects. This only means that money is
extracted from people. But, according to what the Bible
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teaches, that’s not the work of an Evangelist. Turn to the
classic passage in Ephesians: Eph 4:11,12, “Christ Himself
gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,
and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the
saints in the work of the ministry.” This Epistle is a general
epistle to the universal Church. Evangelists, besides
proclaiming the Gospel to the unsaved, must “equip” every
Christian to become a soulwinner and get actively involved
in evangelism. This responsibility is totally ignored.
Whenever an evangelist visits a local Church, he must teach
the congregational members how to lead a person to Christ.
But what’s happening today is that visiting evangelists
simply evangelize the evangelized who warm the pews Sun-
day after Sunday. Even missionary organisations commit
the same mistake. They are keen on raising supporters
rather than soulwinners. Missionary organisations and
evangelistic agencies are supposed to be specialists in
personal soulwinning and mass evangelism. Why don’t they
train the congregations for evangelism? Only then the whole
Church can carry the whole Gospel to the whole world! The
ministry of every minister is to make every believer a minister
(Eph 4:11,12).

Dear Christian friend, you are saved to save others.
You are sanctified to save others. This is “the” purpose of
following Christ (Mt 4:19). The other things are secondary.
I have been shouting this truth from the pulpit from 1970.
Only a few Pastors have understood this, and they are
constantly motivating their members to go out where the
sinners are. But most of the Pastors are simply protecting
the sheep. They have forgotten that it’s the sheep which
must litter, and not the shepherd! Look at the Thessalonian
Church. The Word of the Lord sounded forth from the

congregation in “every place.” The apostles testified that
their evangelism was so strong and saturated that they
didn’t need to say anything (1 Thess 1:8). In the early 1970s
several youngsters caught this vision and started off well.
But they cooled off too soon. Here are some reasons —

1. Loss of excitement over the Gospel message
The enrapturing secret of Apostle Paul’s success in

evangelism was that he never lost the excitement over the
Gospel message. It’s manifest in most of his writings. 1
Timothy 1:11-18 is an example. He calls his message as
the “glorious” Gospel (v11). He celebrates the grace of God
which was “exceedingly abundant” (v14). This grace was
packed with “faith and love” (v14). He adds that the
statement that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners is a “faithful” saying and “worthy” of all acceptance
(v15). He calls himself as the “chief” of sinners (v15). He
remembers what he was before he came into the influence
of the Gospel message: “a blasphemer, a persecutor and an
insolent man” (v13). To what extent we remember our
lostness, to that extent we will realize the loftiness of the
Gospel! He goes to the extent of saying that he is a “pattern”
for the would-be believers (v16). In other words, what he
says is, “If a person like me can be saved, anyone in the
world can be saved!” Honestly, this is my confession too! “If
Stanley can be saved, anybody in the world can be saved!”
The excitement of Paul in this passage (1 Tim 1:11-17)
reaches its climax in a doxology in verse 17, “Now to the
King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise,
be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.” It’s normal
to write or pronounce a doxology at the end of an Epistle,
but here the Apostle breaks forth into worship at the
opening chapter itself!
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We must never lose sight of our condition before we
got saved through the Gospel of the grace of God. I love the
whole Bible, but certain texts are my favourite. One of them
is Psalm 136:23, “Oh, give thanks to the Lord who
remembered us in our lowly state, for His mercy endures
forever.” Every time I come across this verse, my eyes become
full. Many of those better than me, holier than me and nobler
than me have not been saved. I don’t understand why God
chose to save me and make me His child. King Hezekiah
had this experience. When Prophet Isaiah told him that he
would soon die of his disease, Hezekiah wept bitterly before
God. The grace of God granted him fifteen more years. The
King promised that he would always remember the
bitterness of his soul and walk softly without any arrogance
(Isa 38:15-17). When Mary poured out her costly perfume
on the feet of Jesus, He told Simon who could not
understand such an extravagant offering, “Her sins, which
are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom
little is forgiven, the same loves little” (Lk 7:47). This only
means that she realized her sinfulness more than others,
and not that she was more sinful than others!

Apostle Paul wrote his Epistle to Timothy sometime
towards the end of his life. But he never lost sight of his low
state of the past (1 Tim 1:13,15). He always maintained his
conviction regarding the “certainty” and the “centrality” of
the Gospel. He says that the Gospel is a “faithful” message
and worthy of all “acceptance” (v15). Once you lose this
certainty, you will lose your excitement over the Gospel.
Never allow the social events of the world to disturb your
Biblical conviction of eternity. Who did promise this eternal

life? “God who cannot lie” (Tit 1:2). When was it promised?
“Before time began.” This much about the certainty of
eternal life. How about its centrality? The Gospel is the story
of “an eternal, immortal and invisible King” who is God (1
Tim 1:11,17). That’s why it’s called the “Gospel of the
Kingdom.” Both John and Jesus presented the Gospel as
the message of God the King! (Mt 3:2; 4:23). Nothing can
be more exciting to a Christian than to be a herald of the
eternal King!

The Gospel is great and glorious because of the
Resurrection of Jesus. But this is missing in our Gospel
proclamation. The early apostles never failed to declare that
Christ is risen. Look at these sample passages from the
Book of Acts. Matthias in place of Judas was chosen to
become a witness with the eleven apostles for “His
resurrection” (1:22). Peter on the Day of Pentecost affirmed,
“This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all
witnesses” (2:32). And we read that “with great power the
apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus”
(4:33). At Athens, Paul preached to them “Jesus and the
resurrection” (17:18). It was “when they heard of the
resurrection of the dead,” the audience was divided (17:32).
While writing to Corinthians, Paul asserted, “If Christ is
not risen, then our preaching is vain and your faith is also
vain” (1 Cor 15:14,17). If we don’t refer to resurrection while
preaching, ours is not even semi-gospel. No one will oppose
you in India as long as you preach a “sweet Jesus,” like
“Jesus loves you!” and “Jesus heals you!” It’s His substi-
tutionary death on the Cross and glorious resurrection
that’s offensive to folks. But that’s the old Gospel (1 Cor
15:3,4).
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It’s the excitement over the content of the Gospel that
enables us to maintain the “joy” of soulwinning. No other
Christian activity can be so joyful. See how the early disciples
had this joy wherever they went with the Gospel, whether
or not the response was positive. When they were beaten
up for preaching the Gospel ignoring the prohibition
orders, “they departed from the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame
for Christ’s name” (Acts 5:40,41). Following Philip’s
evangelistic campaign in Samaria, “there was great joy in
that city” (8:8). Barnabas was “glad” when he saw the grace
of God poured out on a large number of people in Antioch
(11:23). When the Gentiles heard the prophecy that the
Gospel was to bring them light and salvation, “they were
glad and glorified the Word of the Lord” (13:47,48). When
Paul and Barnabas were expelled from Antioch for preach-
ing the Gospel, “the disciples were filled with joy and with
the Holy Spirit” (13:50-52). The conversion of the Gentiles
caused “great joy” to all the brothers (15:3).

The joy of soulwinning is comparable to the joy of a
father when his lost son returns home (Lk 15:23). It’s the
joy of a shepherd who finds his lost sheep (v6). It’s the joy
of a woman who finds her lost coin (v9). Jesus illustrated
the joy of soulwinning through these three parables. If
there’s great joy among angels in Heaven over one sinner
who repents here on earth, how much more will the angels
here around us dance! (vv7,10). Will we not share in this
joy? Once we lose the joy and excitement in evangelism,
our passion for souls also diminishes. As a result, we get
over-involved with the activities inside the Church rather
than with those outside (Am 6:3-6).

Another reason why we cool off in soulwinning and
evangelism is that we are —

2. Not ready to pay the price.
Though soulwinning is exciting, it also excruciating.

There’s pleasure as well as pain in winning souls for Christ.
Because personal salvation is called rebirth, there will be
birthpangs for the person who brings individuals into this
experience (Jn 3:3). There’s a Tamil proverb that only a
fruit-laden tree will be pelted with stones. This was the
prophecy concerning Joseph: Gen 49:22,23, “Joseph is a
fruitful bough. The archers have bitterly grieved him, shot
at him and hated him.” The heavenly Father also takes
active soulwinners through pain. He as the Vinedresser
prunes every branch that brings forth fruit (Jn 15:2). Is
not pruning painful? Psalm 126:5,6 portrays the soulwinner
as one sowing in “tears.” About the suffering Saviour we
read in prophecy, “He shall see the travail of His soul and
be satisfied. By His knowledge  My Servant shall justify
many” (Isa 53:11). God asks, “Before she travailed, she
gave birth; before her pain came, she delivered a male child.
Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things?”
(Isa 66:7,8). He calls us to cry out to Him and pour our
hearts with tears for those who are perishing in spiritual
hunger (Lam 2:18,19). Because the Galatian believers
backslided, Apostle Paul says, “I labour in birth again until
Christ is formed in you” (Gal 4:19). Even though the
soulwinner goes through such labour pain, the outcome
will fill him with immeasurable joy. Jesus compares it with
the joy of a woman when the baby is born (Jn 16:21).
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 The pain in soulwinning takes various forms. The first
one is ridicule. It’s easy to get silenced because of the
reproach. That’s why Jesus warned against being ashamed
of Him and His words. Undoubtedly this is an “adulterous
and sinful generation.” How can we expect a red carpet
welcome? Nowadays even tract distribution has become
difficult. When King Hezekiah sent runners to all Israel and
Judah with an invitation to come to Jerusalem to keep the
Passover, there were those who laughed them to scorn and
mocked them. Only some people humbled themselves to
honour the royal invitation (2 Chr 30:1,10,11).

 Next there will be opposition and persecution. Beloved,
don’t stop, but stir up! Remember what Paul wrote to young
Timothy: 2 Tim 1:7,8, “God has not given us a spirit of fear,
but of power and of love and of a sound mind. Therefore do
not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His
prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel
according to the power of God.” Then arises a question.
Did not Jesus promise that our very hairs are numbered?
(Lk 21:18). What He assures is that nothing would happen
without His knowledge and permission. He did not
guarantee escape from torture and death (v16). What is
assured is the security of the “soul” and not the body (v19;
Lk 12:3-5). Do you know that the rate of martyrdom today
is 5,00,000 Christians per year?

 Then comes the disturbance from the family members.
In His very commissioning address to the twelve apostles
Jesus predicted, “Now brother will deliver up brother to
death, and a father his child; and children will rise up
against parents and cause them to be put to death ... man’s

foes will be those of his own family” (Mt 10:21,36). They
won’t mind you going to Gospel meetings, but they will
oppose you if you get involved in aggressive evangelism.
It’s here one has to make a difficult choice. Jesus did
not mince words when He said, “He who loves father or
mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of Me”
(v37). Here lies the reason why many of those who take off
well slow down too soon.

Another reason why many have left personal
soulwinning is —

3. The lust for limelight.
Don’t try to become a “star” today; be a humble and

faithful “soulwinner” now; and you will become a “star” in
eternity! Tucked in the Book of Daniel is a glorious promise:
“Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the
firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like
the stars forever and ever” (12:3). Don’t be hunting for
applause and craving for publicity. India lives in villages.
Most of these villages are filled with people who are
downtrodden, marginalised and poverty-stricken. Let the
poor have the Gospel (Lk 4:18; Mt 11:5). Let the star
evangelists take care of the cities. Rural ministries will
normally go unnoticed, but that’s rewarding. Form village
outreach teams of young men and young women. My first
preaching experience was in the open-air in villages. A team
of us from our college campus in the 1960s would go in
weekends to the villages around Karaikudi. We had a drum
and a cymbal as our musical instruments. As we couldn’t
afford a batteried megaphone, we used a megaphone
fabricated locally out of tinsheet. I remember I painted it
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with blue enamel paint. We carried literature in the bamboo
baskets of our bicycles. God manifested His extraordinary
miracle power through us the ordinary youngsters. We
experienced the same joy of the seventy disciples when they
returned to Jesus from their outreach (Lk 10:17). We learnt
demon-casting in villages. Most of the demon-possessed are
in rural areas because of abounding superstitious beliefs.
Go where the need is (Mt 4:13-16). Photography is not
necessary!

Don’t ever get involved in politics which is plaguing
Christendom. It’s a sheer waste of time and energy. Of
course there was power politics among the disciples of
Jesus also. James and John got their mother recommend
them to Jesus for His seats on the left and the right (Mt
20:24-28). Jesus did not approve of such ambitions which
always result in division and rivalry. If at all we must strive
for anything in God’s work, that must be to “give our life” to
“serve” others (v28b). We must be interested in the work
and not in positions. When the enemies invited Nehemiah
for a discussion, he bluntly replied, “I am doing a great
work; I cannot come down” (Neh 6:3). I preached on this
theme in Blesso ’76, the 6th three day annual Camp of the
Blessing Youth Mission in 1976 with about 1000 delegates.
Many youngsters caught this spirit and they are not
sidetracked till this day.

Beware of the love of money! Let your philosophy be,
“Money for ministry, and not ministry for money!” Love of
money will ruin you and your ministry. Never forget the
warning the senior apostle gave the young minister, Timothy
(1 Tim 6:9-11). When there’s a financial need, resort to
prayer, and don’t immediately invent schemes and projects.

If folks give you money, let it be at your “feet” and not in
your fist! This was the secret of apostolic evangelism (Acts
4:33,37). Only then you will always be fresh with messages
from Heaven (Lk 16:11). Once your heart goes after money,
your sermons will lose their cutting edge. This is what
happened in the time of Prophet Jeremiah. We read,
“Because from the least of them even to the greatest of them,
everyone is given to coveteousness; and from the prophet,
even to the priest, everyone deals falsely. They have also
healed the hurt of My people superficially, saying, ‘Peace,
Peace!’ when there’s no peace!” (Jer 6:13,14). It’s against
this background the Lord said, “Stand in the ways and see,
and ask for the old paths, where the good way is, and walk
in it; then you will find rest for your souls” (v16).
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A series of Six Talks, English to Tamil,
delivered in the Old Paths Retreat,

Karaikudi, South India, 1-3 Oct 2010.
(The Chapters in this book
are actually these Talks.)

by R. Stanley

A call to Return to Biblical Standard
in life and work!

6 DVDs, 15 hours.
An attractive pack.

Rs. 250/-  Forwarding Rs. 50/-

Ideal for personal and group study!

R. Stanley
13 Church Colony

Vellore 632 006, India
Tel: 00 91 98437 07600, 98430 11943

<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>
<evangeline@stanleyonbible.com>

by  R. STANLEY

 160 Letters from the Heart 
  800 Photographs & Pictures 

  30 Reports of Revival   50 Articles of Challenge 
  33 Songs of Inspiration  8 Self-exam Questionnaires 

Anyone who reads through this Book will cry with tears,
“Will You not Revive us again, O Lord?”

 1024 Pages  Jacketed Hardcover 
Available in Tamil also.

Price Rs. 500/- only;  Forwarding Charges Rs. 100/-

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam Road, Chintadripet

Chennai 600 002, India
Tel: 00 91 44 28450411 <blc@bymonline.org>
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Daily Meditations
for wholesome development

BETTER
EVERYDAY

Compiled from what Brother Stanley
has written over a period of 40 years.

A new release
that is liked by Christians of

all Churches,
all age groups and
all backgrounds!

Available in Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi,
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya,

Tamil and Telugu also.

432 Pages
Price Rs. 150/-   Forwarding Rs. 25/-

30% discount for 10 or more copies

R. Stanley
13 Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India

Tel: 00 91 98437 07600, 98430 11943
<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>

<evangeline@stanleyonbible.com>

(Available online as a daily mail if you register
your e-mail id on the author’s website, page 131)

Bible Study Helps
 Bible Foundation

Brother Stanley’s handwritten notes of 4 weeklong Study
Programmes of 1977, 1978, 1979 & 1984, in 4 Volumes,
totally 400 pages of A4 size paper, spiral bound, cased in
a rexin pouch. Available in English only.

 Bible Answers
Frank Answers by R. Stanley to 100 Questions, frequently
asked but rarely answered, under seven sections:
Christian Life, Christian Doctrine, Holy Spirit & Gifts,
Church, Christian Ministry, Sex & Marriage, Social Life.
240 Pages. Available in English and Tamil.

 Bible Treasures
200 Corrective Bible Lessons, by R. Stanley, from the
beginning of Christian Life to the end of Physical Life. 832
pages, Jacketed Hardcover. Available in English, Hindi,
Tamil and Telugu.

 Bible Pearls
200 Select Sermon Outlines from Brother Stanley’s 50+
years of pulpit Ministry, 1963-2016, under 14 heads, from
Repentance to the Return of Christ. 1200 pages, Jacketed
Hardcover. Available in English and Tamil.

Contact us for details.

R. STANLEY
13 Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India

Tel: 00 91 98437 07600, 98430 11943
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My Letters

Stanley talks heart to heart with the Visitors of this Website.
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Enlightening Articles for Christian Growth


Sermon Outlines

Outlines on miscellaneous subjects for Personal Meditation
and Pulpit Preaching
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Studies on specific themes and select books of the Bible
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Youth Matters

Practical Guidelines to Young Men and Young Women
for Successful Living
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Biblical Insights and Practical Lessons on Christian Leadership
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Freely downloadable video and audio sermons of Stanley

(Register your e-mail id on this website to receive daily devotions
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Closing Lines ...

 Revival must start first in the lives of individual
Christians. This is what’s emphasized in this book. After
the first reading, read it again as one chapter per day,
with fasting if possible, in the evenings. Avoid un-
important works during this week. You will be the
testimony for the fruit of this exercise.

 This book is released in the year 2017 which is the 500th
Anniversary of Protestant Reformation. It’s timely!

 Buy atleast 10 copies to gift to your Christian friends.
Help spread the fires of revival. Let the Church return to
its first state. Each copy Rs. 60/-.  30% discount for 10
or more copies. Forwarding extra.


