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Rail transportation from northern Alberta to 
Alaska  would speed economic expansion across the 
REDI region. The Alaska to Alberta Railway Corpo-
ration (A2A Rail) plans to develop a rail link from 
Fort McMurray, Alberta, to ports in Alaska. Bitumen, 
minerals, agriculture and forestry products, as well as 
containers and passengers could travel this geograph-
ically direct route which by-passes the Rocky Moun-

20
100-car 

trains daily

tains. Shortened shipping times and improved safety 
result. Communities along the way, many of which 
are First Nations, would see increased business op-
portunities in construction, management, mainte-
nance, and services. Industry reports acknowledge 
the economic benefit of a completed railway system 
able to connect North America to Asian and world 
markets. 
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Making prosperity possible. Imagine the existing North American railway system 
connected to ports in Alaska, expediting world-wide import and export of commodities. 
Consider the economic boost to be enjoyed by remote communities along the 2570 km 
route. 

ALBERTA TO ALASKA RAIL LINE
The Proposed

THE BIG PICTURE

Capacity for

Modern, safe, and efficient 
transportation stimulates 
economic growth. 



and topographic modeling started in the summer of 2020. Along 
with construction and operation, an estimated 18,000 jobs will be 
available in Canada. A2A is prepared to offer business opportuni-
ties and equity to First Nations in the region. 

As surveying, permitting, financing, business partnerships, con-
struction, safety protocol and environmental work proceed, jobs 
will undoubtedly be created. A2A will cost a projected $21 bil-
lion CAD to build. With completion scheduled in the mid to late 
2020’s, the REDI region could enjoy significant economic benefits 
from A2A Rail in the near future.

A northern rail gateway avoids 
congestion in southern ports. 
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Existing CN Rail Line

THE ALASKA TO ALBERTA 
ADVANTAGE 
People, process, and profits. 

A2A Rail, formed in 2015, is a privately owned com-
pany based in Calgary, AB, with offices in Vancou-
ver, BC, Anchorage, Alaska, and Washington, DC. 
Founder and Chairman Sean McCoshen has exten-
sive experience in global business ventures includ-
ing infrastructure development, railways, banking, 
and working with First Nations. 

With the ability to connect enterprises in the USA 
and Canada, A2A Rail has the potential to create 
thousands of jobs and drive the northern economy 
for decades to come. Planning for construction of 
the A2A Railway includes work on both sides of the 
border. The Government of Alberta commissioned 
a study by the Van Horne Institute in 2016 which 
confirmed the feasibility of the project. In March, 
2020, a motion was introduced in Alberta’s Legis-
lature to create transportation and utility corridors 
to facilitate access to deep-sea ports. In Alaska, the 
Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) and A2A 
achieved a joint-venture agreement to construct and 
connect rail lines. A Presidential Permit is pending 
to allow cross-border construction. Briefings with 
First Nations, local governments, and communities 
along the route continue in both countries. A2A has 
already spent $130 million CAD. Field investigation 

The proposed A2A rail line will 
link to the existing CN line in the 
REDI region - connecting it to the 

rest of Canada and the world. 

This opens up potential for a 
transload facility to transfer 

cargo beftween the two lines.


